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ABSTRACT  
 

Sarawak is well known with its Terubok which is scientifically known as Tropical shad Tenualosa. In 
Sarawak, there are two types of Tenualosa that found namely Tenualosa toli and Tenualosa macura. However, 
due to the overexploitation and heavy fishing of terubok, the total catch landing has been declining. Therefore, 
the main objective of this study is to investigate the potential of establishing sustainable terubok fisheries in 
order to sustain the population of terubok and livelihoods of Sarawak fisherman. This study is conducted in 
the core terubok area which are Batang Lupar, Batang Lassa and Batang Sadong. This study employed 
Contingent Valuation Method (CVM) to estimate the willingness to accept (WTA) of the fisherman to 
conserve terubok.   This study found out that the bidding amount, race which is Malay and Melanau, size of 
household and the fisherman experience may affect the WTA of the fishers. Besides, RM 301.08 is the average 
amount of compensation that will be given to the Terubok fisherman in order to conserve the Terubok 
populations. This study also recommends that the Terubok fisherman should be more educated and 
educational training for the fisherman should be provided so that they may realize the importance of 
conserving Terubok. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Agricultural sector which includes crops, livestock and fisheries is one of the most important 
sectors in Malaysia as it contributes to the national income. In 2018, the agriculture sector had 
contributed RM 99.5 billion to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Malaysia which is equivalent to 
7.3 percent of GDP and 12.5 percent of the GDP comes from fisheries sector (Department of 
Statistics Malaysia, 2019). Tropical shad or locally known as ikan Terubok are commercially and 
culturally important estuarine fishes in many Asian country including Malaysia and it has a high 
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