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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Christianity, if it is to make any impact upon a person, must spsalk
to his needs and problems in a changing soclety. The following study is
tagsed on thic supposition and in the same supposition it finds its reason
for existence. The pwrpose of this study is o suoply 2 measuring devise
to indicate both the Irequency and effectiveness with which the Hisssuri
Synod haes veen relating Christianity to the soclal situation of her peo-
mle. 1% is nobt 2 primary goal tn measure the progress of Protesctantisn
in the zams wav. Protestantism is represented rather as a control-gle-
ment Ly which the Hissourl Synod might either conirast or identify her-
zelf. Any faulis of Protestant preaching are illuminated, not for vo-
lemical reaeons, but rather pedagogicals

A social icssue, as it is referred to in this paper, is a situation
which affects the physical well-being of the populace as a whole., Thus,
a sermon on Christian educsition which stresses its content and importance
for a person's eternal salvation is nobt regarded as a social issue. fowe
ever, if Christian education 1z advocated as being useful in eliminating
Juvenile delinquency, it is inclucded in this study, Similarly, the
Christian home may be regarded as a means of promoting the Christian
growth of its members end thus not be concerned about the populace as a
whole. On the other hand, it wmay be regarded as instrumental in reducing
crime, mental iliness; and vagrancy and thus come within the purview of
this study. Though a mission sermon may be directed at improving the

lot of the unbelievers or the popuiace as a whole, it is not concerned
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primarily with their physical well-being and is, therefore, not qualified
as a sermon on a soclel issve,

It ie recognized that the Church meets the needs of its members in
nmernue ways. Prsaching is only one of them. This study confines it-
aelf to the area of preaching. In doing so, it is this writer's opinion
that he 1s exemining ons of the most effective avenues through which the
meessage of the Church may be related to people confronted by social prob-
lems, and that preaching may well be an indication of the effectiveness
of the Church's voice in cther areas of eervice.

It must also be recognized that this study is confined io represent-
ative giroupe of sermons. The preaching of the Hissocuri Synod is repre-

cented by the sermene in the Concordia Pulpit, a collection of sermons

issued amnually by Conecordia Publishing House, These sermons are writ-
ton exclusively by Misscuri Synod clergymen. Assuming that those who buy
them, read then, they constitute a relatively reliable gause of kissouri
Svnod preaching. To the extent that these sermons may de not only read
but alsoc incorporated into a given pastor’s sermon, the degre2 of repre-
sentativeness increases. Protestant preaching is representsd by the ser-

mons of the Pulpit Digest, a monthly magazine circulated chiefly among

“rotestant clergymen. Its sermonz are authared mrincipally by Protestant
clergymen. The term "Protestant" is used to define those Christians in
the United States forming denominations which are neither Roman Catholic,
branches of the Eastern Church or Lutheran. Sermons appear in the Pulpit
Digest, on occasion, by Jewish Rabbis. Although even these sermons have
an effect upon Protestanti=sm, they cannot be said to be representative,
and are for that reason not included in this study. The Pulpit Digest

naJ ‘
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also conbains several sermons by Lutherans. Since it can be assumed that
these have an =cual influence uoon Protestant preachers and since none of
these Imtherans are of the iissouri Synod, such eermons have not been e-
liminated from the =zcope of this study.

A third limitetion of this study is that it treats only six social
issues, Thea are lavory; race relations, war, cltizenship, education and
the family. These six areacs were chosen because, with the possible ex-
cention of the second issue; all are treated in both publicaticns, Taese

zermons are chosen only from the last six years, the Concordia Pulpit

from 1952 through 1957 and the Pulpit Dizest from 1951 through 1956,

Hearing in mind that the sermone of the Concordia Pulpit are written and

published the year hefore they are to be used and are therefore pre-aated
one veor, the six years under scrutiny are parallel in both publications.
The purpose of examining only the last six years! sermons is to see how
presenty problems are met by present preaching., 8ix years is admittedly
not & long enough period to incdlcate any trends. These six social issues

are the only onss treated in the Concordia Pulpit. The Pulpit Digest

gives attention %o additional social problens,

A final major limitation of this paper which must be mentioned is
that it deals only with the direct method of preaching on sociasl issues,
This methed includes a statement of the problem at the outset of the ser-
mon, =nd the remainder of the sermon attempte to exvlicate or solve it,
The indirect method applies a general goal of Uhristien sanctification to
specific social situations. With the direct method, a specific social
issue is of primary concern and is expressed in the tieme. This is not
meant as an indication that the direct method is btetter, nor that it - .-
should be more widely used than the indirect metaod. It is the
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contention of this writer that deficiencies of cither frequency or ef-
Tectiveness in cne method could well be an indication of the same defi-
clencies in the other, The direct method was chosen for this study in
creference to the indirect because it lends itself more readily to objec-
tive examination, It must bs adnitted that, in the case of a2 few sermons,
there may be some doubt ae to whether the treatment should be considered
direct or indireet.

The comparative frequeney with which the Missouri Synod and Protes-
tentism deal with soclal issues is treated in ths following chapter. The
statistics are based on the sermons selected according to the above-nmen-
tioned characteristice, The next four chapters compare the effectivensas
with which the two groups of preacuers treat the six problems. Hach of
these chapters is grouped around one of four criteria which, in the esti-
mation of this writer, are ecsential to effective preaching to a social
need. The first critericn is that the preacher be well informed of the
facts of the social issue in point. This would include a proper appre-
ciation of conflicting points of view in the case of highly controversial
issues, A statement of the goz2l of a szermon often reveals a preacher's
comoetence and general knowledge of thefacts by reflecting what he con-
glders importent or relevant. The =cecond criterion is that the preacher
does not shrink from affirming his position in matiters where Scripture
has clearly spoken. A cons:l.der‘atimn of malady iz useful at this point,
The danger at the other extreme is that the preacher goes beyond Scrip-
ture, becoming partisan in expreasing his personal views, The third
eriterion is that the sermon be an exposition of Seripture. Thie in-

cludes a consideration of whether a text is stated, whether it is used,

and whether it is used correctly. Tane Confessions, Church tradition
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and the decrees of mare recent Church councils must also be properly
considered. A final criterion is that the Gospel be preached as the dy-
namic for improvement. The findings are summarized in a concluding
chapier.

This writer found few commarable stadies of either the frequency or
effectiveness of mreaching on social iscues. There are two which he
found helpful., TIr. Richard R, Coemmerer briefly lists some criteria for

preaching on social issues in the 19L1 edition of the Concordia Pulpit,t

He followes the criteria with six sermons whiich illustrate them, Harold
A. losley treats the frequency and method of prsaching on controversial

isewes in his book, Preaching on Controversial Issues.? Tais is not

wholly parallel to the present study since all controversizl issues are
not soclal and all social issues are not controversiz=l,

The findings of this study indicate that the Missouri Syned presch-
ers preach on social issues much less freguently than do the Protestant
men, Eoih groups have some virtuec and many faults when rated according

to effectiveness,

1pichard R. Caemmerer, "The Christian and His Warld," Concordia Pul-
pit, XII (19k1), L19-Lk.

2Harold A. Bosley, Preaching on Controversial Issues (New York:
Harper and rothers, c.l s PPe 9-20,




CHAPTER II
THE COHPARATLVE FREQUENCY OF PREACHLIG ON SOCIAL ISSUES

It is not the purpose of this paper to estsblish the ideal frequen-
cy for directly dealing with sccial lssues from the pulpit. The purpose
is rather to compare objectively ths instances of preaching on social

themes found in the Concordia Pulpit and the Pulpit Digest and to allow

the reader to determine the ideal fregquency for himself. It may be help-
ful, nevertheless, to mwresent another's opinion on the matter. One man
may say it is never necessary to preach on social themes because, if the
Gospel is vreached, the Kingdom of God is established and the probleas of
society are thereby mended. Preachers throwgh the years, however, have
found it helpful, if no® necessary, to preach the Gospel to spscific
goale of sanctification, i.e., to mundanz probleme which distress Chris-
tians. Once it has been granted that preaching on social issuse is neces-
saery, one must determine what percentage of the sermons which a congrega-
ticn hears should be devoted to such a direct presentation and solution
of social problema, In speaking of controversial issues, a scops soze-
what narrower than social issues, idarcld A, Bosley recommends the number
which he preached during the tm years of 19590 to 1952.1 Of approximate-
1y one hundred sermons, he lists thirteen which deal with controversial
issues by the direct method or 13 ver cent,

Fifty-four sermons of the Pulpit Digest from 1951 tirough 19% have

lHarold A. Bosley, Preaching on Controversial Issues (New York:
Harper and Erothers, ¢.1953), p. 10.
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been classificd ac sermons which deal with social issues by the direct

method, A total of 348 sermons were counted in the same issmes, showing
that slightly less than 16 per cent directly treat social problems., Fif-
teen such sermons were fournd distributed over a total of 547 Concordia
Pulpit sermons for slightly less than 3 per cent,

Some sermons of the Pulplit Idgest deal with social issues other than

those listed in this paper., Seven sermons are about the problem of alco-
holi=m, Othars treat soll conservation, communism, brotherhosd, and

other perbinent spcial problemzs. Theo Concordia Pulpit deala with ns co-

cigl issues othier than those represented by the sermons of this study,
None of its sermone directly treat the problem of race reletions, How=
evar, it doez contain two sermons on human relations other then inter-

racial, The Pulpit Digest, on the other hand, contains twc ssrmons ex-

clusively about race relations. These are included in this study, Im
addition, it containes six sermons of the broader topic, "brotherhood."
These, loo, all contain refereiice to race relations in addition to in-
ter-faith relations, Another area of unegual attention is that of war,

The Pulpit Dizest deals with 1t in six sermons, while ths Concordia

Pulpit has but one. The one area in which the Concordla Pulpit exhibits

a special interest is the general subject of citizenship, 8ix of ths
fifteen Concordia Pulpit sermons fall in this category as compared to
elght of the tmen'l'.y-eeven. Pulpit Iigest sermons. 7To the areas. of labor,

the homs end education, both give comparable attention.

Two tendencies of the Miscouri Synod suggest thomselves as a result
of this comparison. The ﬁ_.rt is a tendency to slight the direct trsat-
ment of social issues. This is evidenced by the fact that it occupies

only 3 per cent of the sermons as c
CONC(“""‘ A

L1 R} 'a.-.

~
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Protestantism., The second is the tendency to avoid controversial sub-
jects. This is eovidenced by the total absence of all reference io race
relaticns and only one sermon on the ethics of war, while there iz a
preponderance of attention given to clvic awarensss, civic morality and

the like,




CHAPTER III
THE FIRST CRIT?RION OF EFFECTIVERESS

The first criterion of a preacher's effectiveness in treating social
issucs ic that he bs well-informed of the facts of the casze. In the in-
stance of controversial soeclel issues such as war or race relations, it
would include an appreciation of the conflicting points of view, The
dogree of a preacher®s competence iz often not aopparent in one sermon,
For thal reason, in addition to outward evidences of familiarity with the
subject, the goal of the sermon has besen chosen as a rsflection by iis
accurate or inaccurate phrasenlogy and as an indirect reflection by re-
vealing what the speaker considers an impartant aspsct of the problen.

The goals of the seven Pulpit Jigest sermons on labor are here ar-

ranged under three headings, The first has a goal which indicates erro-
necous conceptions, i.e., to achieve the redemption of the whole of our
society through the cooperation of religion and labor.1 (oale exces-
sively general in nature are to urge the Church to plan an important part
in the labor movement in this country,a to =olve the problem of vocation
by pointing to the teachings of Ghrist,3 %o urge acceptance of Christi-

anity for harmonious labor-manarement relat.ions’_.‘ and to urge a return to

lgernit Eby, "Religion and Labor," Pulpit Digest, AXXI (August,
1951), 27.

2R, Egward Dowdy, "Christian Labor Relations," Pulpit Digest, XXXII
(fugust, 1992), 25,

3Hillyer H. Straton, "Jesus, You, and Your %ork," Pulpit Digest,
XXXIV (August, 195L4), 1l.

byerner 8, fumbulo, "Sons of a Working Cod," Pulpit Digest, XRAV
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worship in order to preserve owr way of life.5 Goals which indicate a
good grasp of the subject are %o urge hearers to find the Goc-given pure
vese of a task in order %o obhtaln the greatest satisfaction from it6 and
to direct those who are frustrated by the spparent futility of their dai-
1y work to the resmowrces of the Church.! It might be assumed that Kormii
Eby, who wrote tho sermon referrea to under the first heading, would lmow
the facts. He is associate profescor of ths Social Sciences at the
University of Chicago, Iet, he seems to transcend and ignore facts in
this sermon in the dream of a complete solution to the w oblem, Such
treatnent violates the first criterlon of this stuwdy. The second grouvp
of goals leaves too much leeway for generalities, and the sermons give
evidence that the oreachers sguccumbed to ihis temptation. The first goal
in the third secition is the most specific of these seven sermons, The
final goal is less exact, but it shows that the preacher is keenly aware
of the frustrations of the laborer.

There are three sermons in the Concordia Pulpit (1952=-1957) on labor.

Their moals are to glve proper motive for labor,a to show that it is God's

(Au;?.ust, 1955). 20,

S§illiem P. Vaughn, "Six Lays for Lator," Pulpit Digest, XXXV (Aue
gust, 1955)’ 20,

5Tnoms F. Hudson, "Do ¥You Enjoy Your Work?," Pulpit Digest, ZXXII
{August, 1952), 29.

Tarthur 0. Ackenbom, %Ple in the Sky," Pulpit Ligest, XXXIV (August,
195h), 19.

aﬂsrbart Lindemann, "ILabor Lay Sermon," Concordia Pulvit, ZXIII
(1952), 426, :
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arrangemont that man should work’? end that Christians accept Cod's call
to vork.20 Tho first of these shows reasonsble acquaintonce with the
facte., The second preacier apparently knows of nothing urgent enough in
the case to incite him to do more than give informaticn., The final goal
hers listed is exemplary. In general, the goals of these three sermons
strike more truly ab the problsn than those of the Pulpit Digest, btut
they are less oconcerned with defining the problem at hand and more con-
cerned with its soluiion,.

Un the subject of race relations a preacher exhibits competence by
dealing falrly and intellipgently with all viewpoints. IlHe understands the
facts but also properly acknowledges contyoversial opinions. The sermon

in the Pulpit ligest by Carl Hermann Vose ic an example of cmnlete ig-

noring of all arguments of the opponent.n The sermon by Andrew L.
Jongsen, on the other hand, uses a good knowledge of facta to set forth
hizs goal in a3 persuasive and winning manaer, 12

The two sermons on human relations taken from the Concordia Pulpit
exhibit a poor knowledge of the problem. They are excessively general,
These arae their goals: to urge and teach hearers how to get 2long with

JA1fred W, Koehler, "Earning Owmr Daily Bread," Concordia Pulpit,
av (1953), 357. :

10kmneth R, Hoffman, "The Christian Calling in Daily Work," Con-
cordia Pulpit, XXVIIT (1957), LO2. Tnad

Ll¢arl Hermann Voss, "Giving Aid and Comfort to the Enemy," Pulpit
Digest, XXXII (February, 1952), 27.

12p,drew L. Janssen, "Venturing in Brotherhood," Pulpit Digest, XXXI
{February, 1951), 3%9.

i
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peoplal3 and to improve a Christian's human relations.# The fact that
these sermons on human relations make no mention of race relations indi-
cates that the Hissouri Synod preachers are ignoring or are ignorant of a
gigantic aspect of human relations.
Iwo of the six Pulpit Digost sermons on war are excellent in the way

that they racognize and avaluate variant opinions. To assist the indi-
vidual in answering the cuestion, “"May a Christian l:.‘l.'l.:l.'-""."5 end to make
men Christian Peacemkorslé are their gozls., In this lssue, more than a
any of the others here considered, a good understanding of the facts de-
nands an understanding of the arguments of the minority, in this case the
pacifist, The first criterion states that it is advantageous o give
svidence of this lmowledge in the sermon. The two sermons referred to

atove Gid so. A second group of two sermons from the Pulpit Digest by

Rolland ¥. Schloerbl? and Herold A. Bosleyl® show a fair knowledge of
subject but their approach is different. They begin by advocating "in-
ward peace" as the basis of world peace. They do not consider the ethigs

of war, A third group of two sermons in the Pulpit Iigest shows definite

L3{erbert Berner, "Getting Along With Other People," Concordiz Pul-
pit, XXVI (1955), 320.

vy oh H. Heintzen, "St. Paul on Human Relations," Concordia Pulpit,
XEVITT (1957), 30

15irthur 0, Ackenbom, "isy a Christian Kil11?," Pulpit Digest, XXLITI
(November, 1952), 31,

163, Chandler Adams, "Traits of Christisn Peacemakers," Pulpit
Dipgest, XXXIT (November, 1951), 35.

17Rol1and ¥. Schloerb, "Do We Want Peace?," Pulpit Digest, XXXVII
(}Iove:abor, 1956)’ 37.

18arold A. Bosley, "The Christian Witness For Peace," Pulpit
Digest, XXXLV (November, 1953), 35.
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lack of knowledge of history,.or the urgency of the present situation and
of man,1? They seek to insure world peace by promoting optimism.

There is only one sermon in the Concordia Pulpit on the subject of

war.20 This preacher touches upon some vital aspects of the issue, al-
though without any real insight. The seven pages of the sermon are re-
plets with "illustration book" stories.

All the sermons which fall in the category "citizenship," with the

exception of one from the Concordia Pulpit, were written either for Inde-

pendence Day or Memorial Day. The social problem in this case is not as
sharply focused as the others. The problem more positively stated is the
abuse of citizenshlp. This uncertainty of the problem evidences itself
in a nebulous goal and inexact understanding of any specific issue. Five
of the eight sermons on this topic selected from the Pulpit Digest are

more accurately considered as promoting patriotic feeling more than a
change in social action or thinking. Their goals are to recall our il-
lustrious past or to see hope for continued freedom in the principles of
America. The three sermons with a definite goal exhibit a more concrete
knowledge of the problem, One explores the dangers involved in the right
of pursuit of happiness. 2l  pnother examines varions harmful or helpful

19Thomas Franklyn Hudsor, "The Valley of Ury Bones," Pulpit géﬁest,
XXXVI (November, 1953), 35; Robert G. Middleton, "Cive Me Tomorrow,
Pulpit Digest, XX II (November, 1952), 23.

20Wa1ter F. Troeger, "Feace With Others," Concordia Pulpit, XXVI

2lprederick M. Meek, "Happiness is Not an Inalienable Right," Pulpit
Digest, XXXII (Juns, 1952), 52.
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concaepts of froedom.2? The #aird sees a danger to the coustry in mants
failure to evaluate himself mroperly.23

Five of the six sermons on citizenschip taken from the Concordia
'?3_2_!._'.3:_!.__1'._ &re likewise exceedingly general and nobt directed to specific
gosls. One Hemorial Day =srmon ia concernsd only with remembering,ah
while another adds the goals of repentance snd thanksgiving.2® An Inde-
-pendence Day sermon ic dirccted chiefly to the goal of thankfulness that
we have a governuent that tolerates all religi.ans.26 One sermon not only
chows a lack of current knowledge but also gives conerete inatances of
meinformation.2? This sermon, found in the 1957 edition of the Con-

cordia Pulpit, speaks of the nation's 50 per cent religious affiliation

and refers to this nationfs international security beceuse of her posi-
tion between two oceans. Reinhold A. Hingst, in a Hemorial Day sermon,
illustrates a more informed pozition as he addresses himself to the goal

of cvercoming the attitude of regarding that day as an opportuniity only

22arold B, Valker, "Do We Really Want Freedom?,” Pulpit Digest,
XXfIII (June, 1952), LS.

23John W. Van Zanten, "Christian Faith and Our Way of Life," Pulpit
Dipest, XXXIV (May, 195h), 25.

2lygartan G, Pock, "In Remembrance," Concordis Pulpit, XXVIII (1957),

3€s.

25Rnland H. A. Seboldt, "Our Memorial Stones," Concordia Pulpit,
XAVEIT (1956), LCk. |

26prthur F, Katt, "The Apostles' Fearless '"Daclaration of Independ-
ence! and Geraliel's VWise Politicel Counsel," Concordia Pulpit, XXVIII

(1957), Lo2.

2THorace R, Frerking, "Our Independence Lay Confesd on," Concordlia
Pulpit, XXVIII (1957), 395.
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for personal erl;jc);gr:nerxi‘-.a3 This ies the one sermon which gives evidence
cf au awareness of the problems and cuties of citizenship,
The f1fth arca of social concern is the home as it affects society.
Neither of the bodiss under scrutiny makes a notewortihy contribution in
twhis field., The first of the two Pulpit ligest sermons avplies the story

of the stolen birthright to the intermational situation as well as to the
domestic.2? On an international s_eale, stealing birthrights is likened
to an exploiting colonial policy. Though thic iz specified as a sermon
for the '.!hrist..:'-.nn home, fully one third of the scrmon is spent on an
Tinternational stealing of birthrights." On the domestic level it is
directed against the evil of juvenils delinquency. 7The other scrmon re-
fers to the broken home as a cause of cz'imi.nal:‘l.ty.3° The most striking
feature of this =armon denoting lack of lmowrledge is the abundance of
anecdotal ztories. There are elzhteen secular stories which £i11 337 of
the 637 total lines of the sermon,

The sermon taken from the Concordia Pulpit on the home addrasses

several problems of society in the introduction but cdoes not thereafter
refer to them,>1

Of the sermons on education, one by Uerald femmedy in the Pulpit
Digest exhibits an acute understanding of' the problez of linking right

2Bpoinhold A. Hinget, "The Christian Significance of Memorial Day,"
Concordia Pulpit, XXV (1954), 399.

29James W. Fifield, Jr., "The Noblest Inheritance," Pulpit Digest,
XXXIII (April, 1953), 29.

3CIvan H. llegedorn, "What is a Cood Home?," Pulpit Digest, XXXII
(June, 1952), 29. ST T

3ljerbert Berner, "Making the Family Christian," Concordis Pulpit,
XXVI (1955), 306.
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actiun.32 A germon in the Concordia Pulpit shows a creditable acknowl=

edgment of the neads of society which proper education might curae>3 The

other Wwo sermons on education are not outstending in this respact.

32Gera1d Kennedy, "Set Me upon My Feeb," Pulpit Digest, XXXIII
(Anguet, 1953), 21.

33George Wittmer, "Our Procram of Christian Fducation," Concordia
Pulpit, XXVI (1955), L25.




CHAPTIR IV
THE SECOND CRITIRION OF EFFECTIVENESS

A second critericn of effective preaching on social lssues is that
the preacher be firm in his convictlons and that he excrcise fearlessness
in speaking the message of his %ext, This is not o be confused with
celiberate tactlessness. The preacher must avold; on the other hand, any
vnnecessary allignment with factiones or partisan groups. The forty-two
sermms . 2f this study have been evaluzted on this crliterion in tw ways.
fach sermon ic firsi evaluated to determine whether it confronts the lis-
tenoy with his sharteomings., Those sermons which contain soms malady
vreaching are Turther divided bebtween those which proclaim the basic
malady, ein and separation from God, and those which refer only to the
surface aymptome of such dizorder, The second evaluation is made to
place each sermon in one of three categories denoting its degree of of-
fengivenass. The first category contains thoze which could not poauibly
he of fencive. This would include sermens which avoid any strong refer-
ence %o man's fallwe., £ second group is composed of those sermons which
may be offensive to scme, but only because it faces them with thelr
shortcomings and with the message of Scripture. The third group contains
thoze which are likely offensive to some because they express & partisan
sentimente

Of the twenty-ceven sermons from the Pulpit Digest, ten contain no

roference to any human malady. Of the remaining seveniecen; only three
cite man's basic malady, sin. Those sermons which only infer a shorti-
coming (because of the pointlessness of preaching to a given goal wien it
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hag already beon attained) are included among those which ignore man's
condition. There is also the borderline case of mermons which tell zbout
the weakness of men but not the men within the range of the speaker, Be-
cause of the practical ¢ifficulty of declding in each instance with cer-
tainty, all such sermons have been subsumed in the group with those which
contain surface malady. Typical of thiz frequent impersonal type of

malady preachinc is the following excerpt from a Pulpit Iigest scrmon,

fiuch, we know, is wrong with America, serlously, deeply, and gravely
wrong. lcr declining faith, her forsaken altars; her armies of crimi-
RALGe o o "' Another type included in this group are those which are
apparently not even aware of man's basic maladyr. Sin, to them, is the
lag of social goodness. The following cuotation typifies this type.

Could it be that such evils as war and communism are symptomatic of
a deeper malady? Coulid it be that the rezsl diseace eating at ths
heart of civilization is caused by such things as hunger, igncrance,
i1l health, injusitice, exploitation and denial the basic needs
and sacred rights of people as children of CGod?

The three sermone which preach basic malady, do so with clarity. The
follovinz iz an exanples

The wapegs of sin, we hava been told for many generations, is
deathe « ¢ ¢ Din iz well defined as rebelllon sgainst the will of
Cods « » ¢ Yet how much conviction of our rebellion against this
will of Cod do we have in cur heart or hearts? How real and how
deep is our conviction of =in in the awful awarensss that all men
seem to be enemies and brotherhood, a chimera?

lelarence Edward Macartney, "Their Name Iiveth Forever," Pulpit
Dicest, XXXiI (May, 1952), 36.

2J. Chandler Adgme, "Traits of a Christian Peacemsker," Pulpit
Digest, XIXIT (November, 1951), 38,

3Carl Hermann Voss, "Giving Aid and Comfort to the Enemy," Pulpit
Digest, XXXII (¥ebruary, 1952), 28.
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Five of the fifteen sormons taken from the Concordia Pulpit have no

clear statement of man's melady. Seven contain only eur.faca melacdy and
three include a statement of man's basic sickness. The percentage of the

Concordia Pulpit sermons which preach no malady is only elightly lower

than those of the Pulpit Dlipest, wviiile the percentage of those containing

basic melady is glightly hizher, In both cases the largest category ic
that of surface melady. One difference between the two is thai; in the

Concorcdia Pulpii, therc are no apparent instances of o preacher equating

gin vith sociel lag. There iz, however, one distinetive clement in the

Uoncoercia Pulpit ssrmons, The statement of man's basic melady often ap-

pears only in the closing sentences of the sermone

Turning to the second ares of evaluation, fourisen of the Puloid
Digest scrmons are classified as "non-sffensive." These sermona are
olaced in this category becauss they do not tell men of their part in
making conditions what they are, because they state only the obvious and
because they do not speak with conviciion, Following is a labor sermon
excarct which states the obvious. "The Christian Church in 21l this
field of endeavor today must be, of course, on the side of the dignity
of work, the demand of truth, and the necessity for righteousrass.“h
La=k of convietion is typified by & quotation from the sams sermon:
THumbers of us vino feel we are Christian believe sincerely that something
of the way of Jesus is definitely belng realized. o » .“5

The second group is composed of those sermons which not only contain

Uyerner 8. Mugbulo, "Sons of a Working God," Pulpit Digest, XXXV
(August, 1955), 19.

5Tbid., pe 15.
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a clear and thorough ctatement of CGod's judgment upon a situation but al-
80 a cowragecus Scriptural vosition on a controversial issue., The %
pi% Digest contains cnly threes =uch SSIrmOnS,

However, ten sermons fall in the third category, i.e., those which
evidence a partisan epirit., The followinggquotations give evidence of
this characteristic: "Here in Jeffereon, our county, within ten days,
we can show how much we are conceriied for our children, by our vote in
the School Bond Election. nb Another saya: 9YLike most ministers alert to
the needs of our age, wy cvmpathles tend generally %o be with labor,n 7
One preacher refers to "owr deceiving State Dcpartmen‘b"a end another %o
the ¥iundt-lixon=-Ferpuson hodge-podege now on the statube books" and the
Hpolitical demapgoruery of Scnator McCarthy and hie typel®?

The most etrilkine contrast in the sermons of the Concordia Pulpit

is that there are ncne which show an unmnecessary alllipgnment with a faction
or nartisan group. Only three of the fiftcen sermons, however, are list~
ed in the second catezory. Thoush he doss not give consistently clear
witnese in all matters, one iiesowri Synod preacner makes the following
contribution to illustrats a non-vartisan, yet firm, statement:

It is cloar from the duties set forth in the text that God is

neitaer “pro labor® nor "pro parents.® Cod is "pro righteocusness"
in the individual, regardless of his position or station in life.

6Cnarles C, riffin, "Cur Sense of Values," Pulpit Digest, XKEVI
(February, 1956), 29.

)TAz-tnur O, Ackenbom, "Pie in the Sky," Pulpit Uigest, XXEV (August,
1954), 19

8James W, Fifield; Jr., "The Hoblest Inheritance," Pulpit Digest,
XXXTIi (April, 1953), 29.

SRaymond £, Balcomb, "What Meansth these Stones," Pulpit Digest,
XEXTT (iay, 1952), LOf.
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He has imposed the mutual cbligation of love upon us all.lo
Although they are not partlisan, the majority of the Hissouri Synod sere
mons attemnt too little =nd do it too "inoffensively™ and thus err in the

oppooite direction,

10%pich H. Heintmen, "St. Paul on Human Relations," Concordis Pule
pit, XXViIX (1957), 305.
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CHAPIER V
THE THIRD CRITERION OF EFFIECTIVERESS

For maximum eoffectiveness a scraon must be an exposition oi' Scrip-
ture. This is the third criterion. Three means have boen used to meas-
ure cach sormon on thie point, First, it is determined whether a text is
statods It iz adnitted; however, that a sermon may be an exposition of
Seripturs without fellowing the traditi-onal method of stating the text at
the beginning of the sermon. The second guestion is o what extent the
toxt iz uwsed. [Pinally, a more subjective evaluation ic made of the
preacher's gencral Biblicel orisnistion and interpretation,

Of the twenty-seven Puloit Ulresd sermons, fifteen begin by stating

a Biblical text, Ons ptates as text.a portion of Lincoin'c Gettysburg
Address.+ 11 fiftcen of the Concordia Pulpit sermcnz are prefaced by a
text. One records a twenby-five verse taxt in its mtirety.z Although
it appesars to be the ususl procedure for Missouri Synod preachers to state

a text, it may be noted that abt least cne sermon on labor in the 1948

Concordia Puloit does not do so.3

in evalvating the extent to which the text is used; those sermons
whiech state a text heve been divided into three classes. Tae first in-

cludes those which construct the entire sermon upon the thouzht of the

ljohn G. Clark, "This Netion Under God,® Pulpit Digest, XXXIII
(June, 1953), 39

2prthur F. Katt, "The Apostles! Fearless 'Daclaration of Independ-
ence' and Uamallel's Vise Politlcal Counscl,™ Ccncordia Puloit, XXVIIX

(1957), hoz.

3w, E, Bauer, "Our Respensibility to Employers and Employees,"
Goncordia Pulpit, XIX (1918), L2,
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text and make it a primary aim of the sermon to expand the text. The
gecond category is broader and includes all those which base pert of the
cermon on the meseage of the text. A finel group includes those which
complately imore the text or use it only incidsntally. Of the fifteen

Polpit Digest cermons which state a text, none of them fall in the first

catogory, ten are listed in the second and five fall in the third. it
tines 2 chord Scriptural excerpt is used as a Biblical parallel of the
thene already chosen. If any reference at all is made to the original
neaning of the text in its historical setting and if the contempcrary
parallel dues not grosely dictort ite meaning, it has been included in
the sccond class, l.0., Sermonz which make partial use of a text., 4An il-
lustration of such & case iz a sermom with the text, "What mean ye by
these stones?Wd After a brief explanation of the textual situation, the
text iv never esgain veferred tog, nor is ony other Scrinture.

Tuere are scveral clear cxamples of the lash category mentloned
anove. & sermon with the text, "Theix bodies are buried in peace, but
their nams liveth foreverimore," never again refers to the text a2nd doas
not guote or paraphrase other Scripture except once as:an e_nitaph.5 Ane-
other, using Isaiah 11:9 as text, refers to it only once and then merely
in a secondary na\'ture.6 jlor coes this seramon rofer to additional Scrip-

ture.

hnavm:md E. Balcomb, "‘hat leancth These Stones," Pulpit Digest,
AXETT (May, 1952), 39

Stlarence Edward Macartrey, "Their Name Liveth Forever,¥® Pulpit
Dipest, XXMII (May, 1952), 31.

6Rcbert . Middleton, "Give me Tomorrow," Pulpit Digest, XXXITI
(Hovembsr, 1952), 23.
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In pointing out the casual use of Scripture by the Pulpit ligest

preachsrs, it must aleso be noted that they often refer to other suthori-
ties. The official statements of national or internatlonal church con-
ferences are often cited, as well as quotations by famous men of tha con-
temporary scene. Older confessions or semi-official docirinsl statements
are less often referred to. In general, it might be noted that the Pul-
pit Digest sermons contain a greater amount of cuoted material than the

Concordia Pulpite A scrmon by John G. Clark contains 216 quoted lines as

compared to 250 lines which are apparently or:i.;_:inal.? The chief sources
of his quotatione are Lr, Cuthbert 3. Rubtenber of the Baptist World Al-
lisnce (113 lines) and Cherles A. ¥Well's book, Botween the Lines (LO

lines).

Seven of the fiftecen Concordia Pulpit ssrmons are lisied among those

which use the text throughout the sermon. Six fall in the category of
those which make only vartial use of the text. Three of these sermons
have a cheracteristic significantly peculiar to the social preaching of
the Missocuri Synod. They devote large sectione to the exposition of the
text and textual situation. Them follows another long section of “appli-
cation.” Since much of the Yapplication" iz Zifficult to deduce from the
foregoing exposition, these sermons are clagsified as using the text for
only part of the sermon, Cnec of these sermons devotes nine paragrachs to
sposltion with no contemporary reference and then aopends nine paragraphs

of "applicatl on."8 Another devotes three paragraphs to exposition at the

Tolark, loc. cit.

Bgatt, loc. cit.
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beginning of each of ite two major divieions.?

The two Concordia Pulplt sermons which are divorced from the atated

toxt both distori the meaning of the text and then ignaore it. The one
uees the text, "The rightesus shall be in everlasting rammbrance,"lo
which speaks of Uod's memory. Though the sermon never rofers to the
toxt, it speeits of man remembering the dead scldier, the country and the
Lord, 7The other interprels Cenesis 3, verse 19, as referring to work as
& curse and thereafter ignores the text and epeaks of the blessings of
labor, 11

The final l=vel of comparison is that of general Bivlical orienta-
tion and interpretation. The cermons have been classified as (a) those
revealing woderate acquaintance and understanding of Seripture, (b) those
which give evidonce of & limited acquaintance and (c) those about which

it is iwpossible to make a judgment. The Pulpit Digest containa five

germons in the first category, fouritzen in the second and eight in the
third. A few examples will illustrate the type of Bibliecal scholarship
found in those sermons of the cecond categorye. One ctates that "'The

soul that zimmeth it shall die' may truly be paraphraszed to read: 'The
plan that disregards truth shall surely fail. wl2  Angther ignores the

tertius comparationis in interpreting parables. He interprets the

Horace R. Frerking, "Our Independence Day Confession,” Concordia
Polpit, XAVIII (1957), 395. v o T

10x%.»tin C. Poch, "In Remembrance," Concordia Pulpit, XXVIII (1957),

385,

11p3¢red W, Koshler, "Earming Cur Ually Eread," Concordia Pulpit,
XXIv (1953), 357.

12yerner S. Mumbulo, "Soms of a Working God," Pulpit Digest, XXAV
(August, 1955), 17. :

L_—
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parable of the sower as teaching that the world's work needs to bs done,
Vhat killed the Rich Fool was overwork. The parables of the lost coin
and sheep show that there should be Jjoy in the task accomplished.13
Other examples are found in the meaning ascribed tc such terms az Chris-
tian liborty or fresdom. The latter is describad by ona greacher as
coming from obedience to Christ's laws.ll

In contrast, eleven of the fif*fzen Concordla Puleli sermons give

evidonce of abt least mederate Biblicel orientation. Only one gives evi-
dence of definite deficiency in this regard, and it is impossible to
elassify three of the scrmons. The sermon vhich indicates a deficiency
is one referred o previously, which distorts Psalm 112:6 and 'bhez;eafter
seldom refers to any Scrinture.lg It iz a marked cheracteristic of the
Yissouri Synod preachers that they sscribe great authority tec Scripture.
P—

hiis is ovidenced by frequent reference to the text or to other Serip-

ture, The preachers of the Pulpit Uigest, on the other hand, are more

ready o submit supplenentary testimony.

134313yer H, Straton, "Jesus, You and Your Worl," Pulpit Digest,
¥XXTV (August, 195hL), 15FF,

li*llarbld B, Walker, "Do Ve Really Want Frcedom?," Pulpit Dipest,
XX (June, 1952), 52.

1 gl"och, :—';_‘E_. _é!-ﬁ.




CHAFTER VI
THE FOURTH CRITFRION OF FFFECTIVERESS

The final criterion is that the Cospel bs preached as the dynamic
in effecting any improvement. For this study, "Oospel" is defined in a
basic, mininum sense as any refersnce ts Unrisit's historical act of
atonement in which Gad is the actor. Besides counting the sermoms which
actually contain Gospel, this study will consider the effectiveness with
which it ie used as well as obther dynamics which are prorosed. Two of

tie twenty-seven Pulpit Digest sermons contain Uospel. One of these is

a very brief presentstion in a2 human-relations sermon in which Christ's
adeath ig clted as the basis of brotherhaod.l The other sermon contains
a clear and adequate presentation of the Cospel in both major divizions.2
In addition, this sermon correcily views the Kingdom of Cod in relation
to saecial bebizrment.
Bat Christian Faith is not given to govermments; it iz given to
individuals. To prererve our way of life, and to give hope to the
world in a cnanging age, it is up to each of us to draw near to
Christ——to let him enter owr lives and to make us inio new creztures.
Dut of new creatures will come: the new civilization,

One of the twenty-five Pulpit ligest sermene which do not preach

Cospel illustrates the social-pospel conception of the Kingdom of Ged.

Mr. tby says, "We wnoc see the common task of orgenized religlon and

lindrew L. Jenssen, "Venturing in Brotherhood,” Pulpit Digest, XXX
(February, 1951), Lk.

2john W, Van Zanten, "Christian Faith end Our Wey of Life," Pulpit

3bid., p. 32.
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organized labor . . . believe in the redemption of the whole of society."”
The task of ceusing thie ikfingdom %o come is further explained by his
woxrde,

The mission of organized labor, if I understand it, is, in the last

analysis, idsntical with that of orgenized religiong that is, to

develop from our liberal religious beli!iefs a progrem which will a-

chieve the kingdom of heaven on esarth,.

Another prevaelent solution advanced by the Pulpit ligest s=ermons is
opltimi=n., This is especially noticeable in the ssrmons on war. Con-
versely, the prime evil i pescinisme The followlng exprsssions ars
characteristics "It can be done! . . . It is Ehisg spirit that wlll
bring in a bebter world which we must never dsspair of attaining, n5

tho answers for wihich we are searching are mare likely to steal in

on us unawares,; through some unexpected chammel, and, according %o

the saying used in the lew Testgment about the coming of the King-

dom, like a thief in the night.
VWith this emphacis on ootimicm there is a peculiar conception of faith,
It iz not regorded as one's relationsinip to God but rather a man's re-
lationship to the impossible. It is a willfvl ignoring of all pessimis-
tic factual data. The following quotation calls specific attention o
such use of the term: YQuite obviously, we need falth--note that worde-

that wer is not inevitable."?

A nebulous use of Scriptural language is & so prevalent. The

bgermit Fby, "Religion and Lsbor," Pulpit Digest, XXX (Avguet,
1951), 27. .

SThomas Franik Hudecn, "The Valley of Lry Bones," Pulvit Digest,
XXXVI (May, 1956), L0, Skt E

6Rol1and ¥, Schloerb, "Do We Want Peace?," Pulpit Direst, XXAVII
(Hovember, 1956), LO.

TRobert G, Middleton, "Give me Tomorrow," Pulpit Digest, XXXITI
(¥ay, 1952), 26.
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gpirit of Christ" is particularly subject to such treatment. One
preacier describes this spirit as the spirdit of truth, discipiine, trust
and adventure.® As grounds for the last item, he refers to Christ's
adventure in the big city at the age of twelve, Another writer, without
cver defining his terms, $2lls his hearers: "Shoot owr clvilization
through and through Witk the spirit of Christ."? A% other times the
Biblical language ie not only used in a nebulouns way but is opanly used
to carry a different meaningz. The following is the langnage of the atone-
ment but noi the message.

¥ie have been boupht with a price. Whal a price it was! Vhen the

flag was fired on at vumter « « o « And America has her }'%orial

Day, set apart for the salvation and rebirth of nHur mution.
(1italics mine)

teveral sermons speak of the need of obtaining and "life of Christ"
or of aoplying the Christian Uospel to the problem, but do noit; in fact
o so. This characteristic ic not peculiar to the sarmons of the Pulpit
Digect., Although it may be argued that a recognition of the need of the
Cospel ie better than ignoring it completely, this must not be confused
with preaching it. R. Ddward Dowdy illustrates the point with the fol-
lowing entry in the Pulpit Dicesh:

Today all across the land, thousends upon thousamis of American
preachers are seeking this day to point the everlasting Cospsl to-
ward the working man in America. « « « The solution liee in

8paniel D, Walker, "On being Afraid of our Freedom,” Pulpit Digest,
XXXVI (June, 1956), 3%

i1liam P. Vsughn, "Six Days for Labor," Pulpit Ligest, XXXV
(August, 1955), 20,

L0¢1arence Edward Macartney, “Their Name Iiveth Forever," Pulpil
Digeat, XXXII (HMay, 1952), 22.
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bringing the Christian Goapel to bear on the problems of labor.n

Other solutions proposed by the Pulnit Digest sermons to solve the

social problems of this age are best described as moralizing., They ex—
pound in detail the virtuse of integrity, truthfulnsss or statesmanship,
& germon on Christlan freedon says, "The only freedom on earth that can
save us now is under an authority of undebatzble imperatives . 2
!Lr;otller ; to 1llustrate the value of self-sacrifice, tells of a man who
studied seven years at Harvard University despite being hopelessly crip-—
pled and enduring excruciating paine With this training he translatad
the Pucdéhiet Scripturesz. ints English, In this way, he is said to have
"found happiness, becauss of his absorpiion in a task that had marﬂ.ng."13
A Pinal proposed solution which must be mentionsd is education,

The amazing thing is that az wo place imporiance on that which

gustains persons public education , we come to be more in line

with the creative purpﬁ:ea of God and therefore more stable in

our reactionz to life,

The Concordia Pulpit sermons exhibit a more consistent Cospel ap-

plication, Fleven of the fiftecn sermons contain some Cospel. However,

five of thesce contain only & minimm statement of Cospel, usually at the

113, Edward Dowdy, "Christien Labor Relations," Pulpit Digest, XXXII
('.':!ay, 1952)’ 32-

125arold B. Walker, "o We Want Freedom?," Pulpit Digest, XXII
(Ju!‘.'_’, 1952)’ b9,

13prederick M. Meek, "Happiness is not an Inalienable Right," Pul-
pit Digest, XXEII (June, 1952), 56. ¥

Wcharles €. Griffin, "Our Sense of Values," Pulplt Jizest, XXXVI
(February, 1256), 25.
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end of the semon. Two sermons illustrate this tendency most elearly.ls
In both cases only three lines in the final paragraph are devoted to a
Gospel statement, Others usze it only incidently to define 2 word such
as "righteousness." Another preacher's sole reference to the Cospel is
used to chow a Christian his duty,
fat the vhole point of Christian stewardship is that we are not our
ovny we are bought with a price; the precious blood of the Son of
.aod, and we'd better aclmovledze the lordship of him who paid it,
That means being obedient to His will, and when you inquire what
that will is, you find that it means being interested in % He
wos interected in, and giving yourself to that as He did,
This trait of wminimum Cosvel content, which occurs in one third of the

Tifteen Concordia Pulpit sermons examined in this study, advances itseslf

as a aistingmuiching characteristic of lisscuri Synod preaching on ssecial
issues. A possible explanation is that the editors of the Concordia
Pulpdt have the policy that each entay contain some such statement.

L very thorough presentatlion of God's message of salvation is con=
tained in other sermone, Ons euch sermon written by Kenneth R. Hoffmann
conbains refaerences to Chriet's perfect life, His williul suffering,
derth mnd sepsration from the Yather, resurrection and subsequent glory
and power, the substitutionary character of these acts and the seal of
these pifts given in the Lord's Su_a'_oer.l7 Though, in soms cases, the

Cospel iz not presented as an integral part of the message, there are

1%jalter Fo Troeger, "Peace With Others," Concordia Pulpit, XXVI
(1955), 235.
H;rbert Berner, "ialking the Family Christien," Concordia Pulpit,
XzvI (1955), 306.

164 crbert ILindemann, "Lebor Day Sermon," Concordia Pulpit, XXITI
(1952), L29. D |

17%enneth R, Hoffmann, "The Christian Calling in Daily Work,"
Concordia Pulpit, XXVIIX (1957), Looft.
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also instances where such is the case. Reinhold A, Hingst gives an
example in a Hemorial lay sermon,

Yes, there was also a "heartbreak ridge" for owr Lord, located

not in Korea, btut on the rugged, wind-swspt slopes of Colgotha. . « »
However, just as the sons and daughters of America have died on
battlefields because of sin, s0 dare we never forget that Christ
Jesus had to die on Cﬁvat-::r bacause of sin--had to die for your

sing anc Minee ¢ o o

Three of the four sermons which do not employ the CGospel as the
dynamic for improvement, do mention the need for 1%, or they speak about
that Cospel. The following example la typlecal:

Bub it is only the Cospel of Christ that is able to overcome the

divieione rooted in the human heart, This it does by calling all

ginnere to one Calvary, tc stzand in true repentance on the same
lovel before one cross, tc behold their ine Savior and Lord, and

to accapt His verfect atonemsnt for all, 9
The one remaining sermon which feils to preach the Cospel makes the omis-
elon more evident, Here the =siution proposed is eduvcation., It is reli=-
gious education which is suggested, but thiz religion is described in the
words of the preacher ag law,

One sure way of promoting rightecusness and fichting egainst un-

righteousnecss, the cause of national decay, is to have the children

learn the fundamentele of the Christian religion, Indivicuals and
the church must teach thelr children precept upon precept, line

upon line, the commandments of the Lord God and the wonderful truths
of His holy Yord.<Y

18Reinhold A. Hingst, "The Christian Significance of Hemorial Lay,"
Concordia Pulpit, XXV (195Lh), Lo2.

mprich H, Heintzen, "St, Paul on Humen Relations," Concordia Pulpit,
XZVIXY (1957), 306.

20;oorge Wittmer, "Our Program of Christian Education," Concorsia
Pulpit, XXVI (1955), .



CHAPTFR VII
SUIMART

Several characteristics have becoms morc obvious as the proaching
of one group was contrastec with the other., The difference in the fre-
guency with which each body gives direct attention to zoclal issues from
the pulplt is espacially evident, The Pulpit Digest preachers devote

five iimes as many sernmons to this area. The Pulpit Digest preachers

are likewize, decidedly more bold in dealing with controversial social
isaues,
In studying the effectiveness with which those two bodies treat

gocial issues, credits are dlvided. The Pulpit Digest may be said to

fulfill the first criterion slightly better than the Concordia Pulpit,

although both show deficlenciea, Both are equally wide of the goal set
by the second criterion, while the Concordia Pulpit exhibits great ful-

£illaent of the third and fowrth critaria,

The preachers of both groups of ten generalize and utilize many
bfoad truths, which may indicate that thelr grasp of the subject is not
exceptional, It has been obssrved that the preachers of the Pulpit

Digest are better informed than those of the Concordlia Pulpit, but this

difference might easily be exaggerated by placing too high & premium on
quantity, However, in both cases verbosity is often the companion of
self-evident truths and generalizations. Uoth bodies are likewise neg-
ligent in speaking Cod's judgment to the individuals before them. Ap=-
proximately one third of the sermons of each group ars devold of malady
preaching., Only three sermons of each group express the basic malady of
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man. EBoth groups preach predominantly "non-offensive" sermons in waich
they avoid the law and troublesome ctatements. A differcnce is seen in

the Pulpit Dizest preachere' tendency to become umnecessarily pariisan,

The Pulpit Digest sermons evidence a lowier reogard for Scripture.

This is atiested to by the fact that a little over half of the sermons
o not state a Biblical text. One gquotes a text from the Cettysburg
Addreas, HNone use the text throughout the sermon and five disregard it
entirely, Many diow a lack of Biblical orientation, All the Concordia
Pulpit sermons, on the other hand, state a text, and only tws cisregard
the toxt they chcose., HNearly half; however, treat the text casually,

On the final point of comparison, the Concordia Pulpit is superilor

to the Pulnit Ligest., Floven of her sermons contain soms Cossel, al-

thouvgh five of these sloven revesl only 2 minimum, In contrast, only

tws of the Pulpit ligest sermons contain Goapel.

There are certain facts presented in this study which may be signi-
ficant for the itissouri Syncd. The most obvious is that she should
seriouoly qguestion whethier she has been giving enouzh attention to the
proolen of society. Then, in examining the quality of her attention,
=he must acquaint herseli with the facts so that she can preach to an
honestly troublesonme asnect of the problem. She must also become more
bold in addressing the more controvereial issues and brave in spezking
Cod's judgment of sin, Finally, her supremacy in Scriptural ané Gospel
preaching must not lead her to excuse her deficiencies also in these

areage
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