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Holt & Plyler (1984)
694,,!;”,34”2" Checklist of the Vascular Flora of the Robert B. Gordon Natural Area

This research represents the first site-wide floristic survey of the Gordon Natural Area (GNA), and consists of 348 species in 238 genera and 95 families. The survey was
conducted by two West Chester University undergraduate students, Jack Holt and Jim Plyler, under the supervision of Dr. William Overlease. The bulk of the work took
place during 1984; however, some woody species previously noted in the GNA by Jim Plyler were also incorporated into the list. The checklist was compiled for all
vascular families encountered at the GNA, with the exception of the Grass Family (Poaceae), Rush Family (Juncaceae), and Sedge Family (Cyperaceae).

This checklist stood as the sole site-wide checklist for the preserve until 2007, when Jack Holt and botanist Janet Ebert conducted the second site-wide survey of the
GNA. In contrast to the initial survey, the 2007 survey included grasses, rushes, and sedges.

Species names were standardized by N. Ritter to follow the nomenclature in USDA PLANTS. Species marked with an asterisk are those that were last noted in the GNA
in 1984,

Of the 348 species, 265 are native to the lower 48 States and 81 are introduced (indicated in red in the list). Two species, Calystegium sepens and Polygonum scandens,
are considered to be native in some parts of the lower 48 states and introduced in other portions.

Ferns & Fern Allies

Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes
Aspleniaceae
Asplenium platyneuron Ebony Spleenwort
Dennstaedtiaceae
Dennstaedtia punctilobula Eastern Hayscented Fern
Dryopteridaceae
Athyrium filix-femina Common Ladyfern Athyrium angustum
Deparia acrostichoides Silvery Glade Fern Athyrium thelypterioides
Dryopteris intermedia Intermediate Woodfern

Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern



Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Polystichum acrostichoides

Christmas Fern

Equisetaceae

Equisetum arvense

Field Horsetail

Lycopodiaceae

Huperzia lucidula

Lycopodium digitatum*

Shining Clubmoss

Fan Clubmoss

Lycopodium lucidulum

Lycopodium flabelliforme

Ophioglossaceae
Botrychium dissectum

Botrychium virginianum

Cutleaf Grapefern

Rattlesnake Fern

Also listed the synonym Botrichium obliquum.

Osmundaceae
Osmunda cinnamomea

Osmunda claytoniana

Cinnamon Fern

Interrupted Fern

Pteridaceae

Adiantum pedatum

Northern Maidenhair Fern

Thelypteridaceae
Phegopteris hexagonoptera

Thelypteris noveboracensis

Broad Beechfern

New York Fern
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Species

Gymnosperms

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Cupressaceae

Juniperus virginiana

Eastern Redcedar

Pinaceae

Pinus strobus

Eastern White Pine

Taxaceae

Taxus cuspidata

Japanese Yew
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Flowering Plants

Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes
Aceraceae
Acer negundo Boxelder

Acer platanoides
Acer rubrum

Acer saccharinum

Norway Maple
Red Maple

Silver Maple

Alismataceae

Sagittaria latifolia Broadleaf Arrowhead
Anacardiaceae

Rhus glabra* Smooth Sumac

Rhus typhina* Staghorn Sumac

Toxicodendron radicans

Eastern Poison lvy Rhus radicans

Apiaceae
Cicuta maculata
Conium maculatum
Cryptotaenia canadensis
Daucus carota

Osmorhiza longistylis

Spotted Water Hemlock
Poison Hemlock
Canadian Honewort
Queen Anne's Lace

Longstyle Sweetroot
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Sanicula canadensis

Zizia aptera

Canadian Blacksnakeroot

Meadow Zizia

Apocynaceae

Apocynum cannabinum Indianhemp
Aquifoliaceae

llex opaca American Holly
Araceae

Arisaema triphyllum

Symplocarpus foetidus

Jack In The Pulpit

Skunk Cabbage

Araliaceae

Aralia elata

*
Aralia nudicaulis
Aralia racemosa
Panax quinquefolius

Panax trifolius

Japanese Angelica Tree

Wild Sarsaparilla
American Spikenard
American Ginseng

Dwarf Ginseng

Holt and Plyler originally identified this species as Aralia spinosa, but J. Holt

later determined that the species likely had been A. elata.

Aristolochiaceae
Aristolochia serpentaria

Asarum canadense

Virginia Snakeroot

Canadian Wildginger
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Species

Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Asclepiadaceae

Asclepias syriaca

Common Milkweed

Asteraceae
Achillea millefolium
Ageratina altissima
Ambrosia artemisiifolia
Ambrosia trifida
Antennaria neglecta
Antennaria plantaginifolia

Arctium minus

Bidens cernua’

Bidens frondosa
Cichorium intybus
Cirsium arvense
Cirsium discolor
Conyza canadensis
Erechtites hieraciifolia
Erigeron annuus

Erigeron philadelphicus

Common Yarrow

White Snakeroot Eupatorium rugosum
Annual Ragweed

Great Ragweed

Field Pussytoes

Woman's Tobacco

Lesser Burdock

Nodding Beggartick

Devil's Beggartick

Chicory

Canada Thistle

Field Thistle

Canadian Horseweed Erigeron canadensis
American Burnweed

Eastern Daisy Fleabane

Philadelphia Fleabane
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Erigeron pulchellus
Erigeron strigosus
Eupatorium perfoliatum
Eurybia divaricata
Euthamia graminifolia
Eutrochium fistulosum
Galinsoga quadriradiata
Helianthus decapetalus

Hieracium caespitosum

*

Hieracium gronovii

. . . *
Hieracium paniculatum
Lactuca biennis
Lactuca canadensis
Lactuca serriola
Leucanthemum vulgare
Packera aurea

Prenanthes altissima

Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium*

Rudbeckia hirta

Robin's Plantain
Prairie Fleabane
Common Boneset
White Wood Aster
Flat-top Goldentop
Trumpetweed
Shaggy Soldier
Thinleaf Sunflower
Meadow Hawkweed

Queendevil
Allegheny Hawkweed

Tall Blue Lettuce
Canada Lettuce
Prickly Lettuce
Oxeye Daisy
Golden Ragwort
Tall Rattlesnakeroot

Rabbit-tobacco

Blackeyed Susan

Aster divaricatus
Solidago graminifolia
Eupatorium fistulosum

Galinsoga ciliata

Hieracium pratense

Chrysanthemum leucanthemum

Senecio aureus

Gnaphalium obtusifolium
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Rudbeckia laciniata

Solidago altissima

Solidago bicolor

Solidago caesia

Solidago canadensis

Solidago flexicaulis

Solidago gigantea

Solidago juncea

Solidago nemoralis

Solidago patula

Solidago rugosa

Sonchus asper
Symphyotrichum cordifolium
Symphyotrichum lanceolatum
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae
Symphyotrichum pilosum
Symphyotrichum puniceum

Taraxacum officinale

Cutleaf Coneflower
Tall Goldenrod

White Goldenrod

Bluestem Goldenrod
Canada Goldenrod

Zigzag Goldenrod

Giant Goldenrod

Early Goldenrod

Gray Goldenrod
Roundleaf Goldenrod
Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod
Spiny Sowthistle

Common Blue Wood Aster
White Panicle Aster
Calico Aster

New England Aster

Hairy White Oldfield Aster
Purplestem Aster

Common Dandelion

Aster cordifolium
Aster simplex

Aster lateriflorus
Aster novae-angliae
Aster pilosus

Aster puniceus
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Vernonia noveboracensis

New York Ironweed

Balsaminaceae

Impatiens capensis

Jewelweed

Berberidaceae

Berberis thunbergii

Japanese Barberry

Caulophyllum thalictroides Blue Cohosh

Podophyllum peltatum Mayapple
Betulaceae

Alnus serrulata Hazel Alder

Carpinus caroliniana

*

Corylus americana

American Hornbeam

American Hazelnut

Boraginaceae

Hackelia virginiana

Beggars Lice

Brassicaceae
Alliaria petiolata
Arabis canadensis
Barbarea vulgaris
Brassica rapa

Capsella bursa-pastoris

Garlic Mustard

Sicklepod

Garden Yellowrocket

Field Mustard

Shepherd's Purse

Brassica campestris
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Species

Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Cardamine bulbosa
Cardamine concatenata

Cardamine pensylvanica

Erysimum cheiranthoides

Lepidium campestre

Bulbous Bittercress
Cutleaf Toothwort Dentaria laciniata
Pennsylvania Bittercress

Wormseed Wallflower

Field Pepperweed

Nasturtium officinale Watercress
Sisymbrium officinale” Hedgemustard
Callitrichaceae
Callitriche heterophylla Twoheaded Water-starwort Holt and Plyler originally identified this species as Callitriche palustris. J. Holt

later determined that the species had been C. heterophylla.

Campanulaceae
Lobelia inflata

Lobelia siphilitica

Triodanis perfoliata*

Indian-tobacco
Great Blue Lobelia

Clasping Venus' Looking-glass

Cannabaceae

Humulus japonicus

Japanese Hop

Caprifoliaceae
Lonicera japonica

Lonicera maackii

Japanese Honeysuckle

Amur Honeysuckle
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Lonicera morrowii
Sambucus nigra
Viburnum acerifolium
Viburnum dentatum

Viburnum prunifolium

Morrow's Honeysuckle
American Black Elderberry
Mapleleaf Viburnum
Southern Arrowwood

Blackhaw

Caryophyllaceae

Cerastium fontanum

*
Cerastium nutans

Dianthus armeria

Paronychia canadensis’
Silene latifolia

Silene stellata

Stellaria longifolia

Stellaria media

Common Mouse-ear Chickweed
Nodding Chickweed

Deptford Pink

Smooth Forked Nailwort
Bladder Campion

Widowsfrill

Longleaf Starwort

Common Chickweed

Cerastium holostioides

Silene alba

Celastraceae
Celastrus orbiculatus

Euonymus alatus

Oriental Bittersweet

Burningbush

Chenopodiaceae

Chenopodium album

Lambsquarters
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Clusiaceae
Hypericum perforatum

Hypericum punctatum

Common St. Johnswort

Spotted St. Johnswort

Commelinaceae

Commelina communis

Asiatic Dayflower

Convolvulaceae

Calystegia sepium

Hedge False Bindweed

Cornaceae
Cornus alternifolia
Cornus amomum
Cornus florida

Nyssa sylvatica

Alternateleaf Dogwood
Silky Dogwood
Flowering Dogwood

Blackgum

Crassulaceae
Penthorum sedoides

Sedum ternatum

Ditch Stonecrop

Woodland Stonecrop

Cucurbitaceae

Echinocystis lobata”

Sicyos angulatus

Wild Cucumber

Oneseed Bur Cucumber



Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Cuscutaceae

Cuscuta gronovii Scaldweed
Dioscoreaceae

Dioscorea villosa Wild Yam

Elaeagnaceae

Elaeagnus umbellata Autumn Olive
Ericaceae
Lyonia Iigustrina* Maleberry
Rhododendron periclymenoides Pink Azalea
Euphorbiaceae
Acalypha rhomboidea Common Threeseed Mercury
Chamaesyce nutans Eyebane Euphorbia nutans
Fabaceae
Amphicarpaea bracteata American Hogpeanut
Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud
Chamaecrista nictitans. Sensitive Partridge Pea Cassia nictitans
Desmodium glutinosum Pointedleaf Ticktrefoil
Desmodium nudiflorum Nakedflower Ticktrefoil
Desmodium paniculatum Panicledleaf Ticktrefoil
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Desmodium perplexum

Lespedeza repens*
Lespedeza violacea
Medicago lupulina

Melilotus officinalis

Robinia pseudoacacia

Securigera varia
Trifolium hybridum
Trifolium pratense

Trifolium repens

Perplexed Ticktrefoil

Creeping Lespedeza

Violet Lespedeza
Black Medick
Sweetclover
Black Locust
Crownvetch
Alsike Clover
Red Clover

White Clover

Lespedeza intermedia

Coronilla varia

Fagaceae
Castanea dentata
Fagus grandifolia
Quercus alba
Quercus palustris
Quercus rubra

Quercus velutina

American Chestnut

American Beech

White Oak

Pin Oak

Northern Red Oak

Black Oak

Gentianaceae

Obolaria virginica

Virginia Pennywort
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Geraniaceae

Geranium maculatum

Spotted Geranium

Hamamelidaceae

Hamamelis virginiana

American Witchhazel

Hydrocharitaceae

*
Elodea canadensis

Canadian Waterweed

Iridaceae

Sisyrinchium angustifolium

Narrowleaf Blue-eyed Grass

Juglandaceae
Carya glabra
Carya ovata
Carya tomentosa

Juglans nigra

Pignut Hickory
Shagbark Hickory
Mockernut Hickory

Black Walnut

Lamiaceae

Agastache nepetoides*
Clinopodium vulgare
Collinsonia canadensis

Glechoma hederacea

Hedeoma pulegioides*

Yellow Giant Hyssop
Wild Basil

Richweed

Ground Ivy

American False Pennyroyal

Satureja vulgaris
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

.
Lamium amplexicaule

Lamium purpureum

Leonurus cardiaca’

Lycopus uniflorus

Prunella vulgaris
Pycnanthemum tenuifo/ium*
Scutellaria eIIiptica*
Scutellaria integrifolia*

Scutellaria Iateriflora*

Teucrium canadense

Trichostema dichotomum’

Henbit Deadnettle

Purple Deadnettle

Common Motherwort

Northern Bugleweed
Common Selfheal

Narrowleaf Mountainmint
Hairy Skullcap

Helmet Flower

Blue Skullcap

Canada Germander

Forked Bluecurls

Lauraceae
Lindera benzoin

Sassafras albidum

Northern Spicebush

Sassafras

Lemnaceae

Lemna minor

Common Duckweed

Liliaceae

Allium vineale

Wild Garlic
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Asparagus officinalis
Erythronium americanum
Hemerocallis fulva

Hosta ventricosa

Hypoxis hirsuta”

Lilium canadense
Maianthemum racemosum
Medeola virginiana
Ornithogalum umbellatum
Polygonatum biflorum
Polygonatum pubescens
Uvularia perfoliata
Uvularia sessilifolia

Veratrum viride

Garden Asparagus
Yellow Trout Lily
Orange Daylily
Blue Plantain Lily

Common Goldstar

Canada Lily

Feathery False Lily Of The Valley
Indian Cucumber

Garden Star-of-bethlehem
Smooth Solomon's Seal

Hairy Solomon's Seal

Perfoliate Bellwort

Sessileleaf Bellwort

Indian Poke

Smilacina racemosa

Linaceae

*
Linum virginianum

Woodland Flax

Lythraceae

Lythrum salicaria

Purple Loosestrife
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Magnoliaceae

Liriodendron tulipifera

Tuliptree

Malvaceae

Abutilon theophrasti*

Hibiscus trionum
.
Malva moschata

*
Sida spinosa

Butter-print

Flower Of An Hour

Musk Mallow

Prickly Fanpetals

Molluginaceae

Mollugo verticillata’

Green Carpetweed

Monotropaceae

Monotropa uniflora

Indianpipe

Moraceae
Morus alba

Morus rubra

White Mulberry

Red Mulberry

Oleaceae

Fraxinus americana

Ligustrum vu/gare*

White Ash

European Privet

Page 18



Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Onagraceae

Circaea lutetiana

Epilobium coloratum

Oenothera biennis

Broadleaf Enchanter's

Purpleleaf Willowherb

Common Evening Primrose

Orchidaceae

Galearis spectabilis

*
Spiranthes cernua

Showy Orchis

Nodding Lady's Tresses

Orobanchaceae

Epifagus virginiana

Beechdrops

Oxalidaceae

Oxalis stricta

Common Yellow Oxalis

Oxalis europaea

Papaveraceae

Sanguinaria canadensis

Bloodroot

Phytolaccaceae

Phytolacca americana

American Pokeweed

Plantaginaceae
Plantago lanceolata

Plantago rugelii

Narrowleaf Plantain

Blackseed Plantain
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Platanaceae

Platanus occidentalis

American Sycamore

Polygalaceae
Polygala sanguinea*

Polygala verticillata’

Purple Milkwort

Whorled Milkwort

Polygonaceae
Polygonum arifolium
Polygonum aviculare
Polygonum cespitosum
Polygonum /apathifo/ium*
Polygonum pensylvanicum
Polygonum punctatum
Polygonum sagittatum
Polygonum scandens
Polygonum virginianum
Rumex acetosella
Rumex crispus

Rumex obtusifolius

Halberdleaf Tearthumb
Prostrate Knotweed
Oriental Lady's Thumb

Curlytop Knotweed

Pennsylvania Smartweed
Dotted Smartweed
Arrowleaf Tearthumb
Climbing False Buckwheat
Jumpseed

Common Sheep Sorrel
Curly Dock

Bitter Dock

Tovara virginiana
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Portulacaceae

Claytonia virginica

Virginia Springbeauty

Primulaceae
Lysimachia ciliata
Lysimachia nummularia

Lysimachia quadrifolia

Fringed Loosestrife

Creeping Jenny

Whorled Yellow Loosestrife

Pyrolaceae
Chimaphila maculata
Pyrola americana

Pyrola elliptica

Striped Prince's Pine

American Wintergreen

Waxflower Shinleaf

Pyrola rotundifolia

Ranunculaceae
Actaea racemosa

Anemone quinquefolia

*

Anemone virginiana
Hepatica nobilis var. obtusa
.
Hydrastis canadensis
Ranunculus abortivus
Ranunculus bulbosus

Ranunculus ficaria

Black Cohosh

Wood Anemone
Tall Thimbleweed
Roundlobe Hepatica
Goldenseal
Littleleaf Buttercup
St. Anthony's Turnip

Lesser Celandine

Cimicifuga racemosa

Hepatica americana
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Ranunculus hispidus*

Ranunculus recurvatus

*
Ranunculus sceleratus
Thalictrum pubescens

Thalictrum thalictroides

Bristly Buttercup
Blisterwort
Cursed Buttercup

King Of The Meadow

Rue Anemone

Anemonella thalitctroides

Rhamnaceae

*

Ceanothus americanus

New Jersey Tea

Rosaceae
Agrimonia gryposepala
Agrimonia parviflora
Agrimonia pubescens
Duchesnea indica
Fragaria virginiana
Geum canadense

Potentilla canadensis

Potentilla norvegica*
Potentilla recta
Potentilla simplex

Prunus avium

Tall Hairy Agrimony
Harvestlice

Soft Agrimony

Indian Strawberry
Virginia Strawberry
White Avens

Dwarf Cinquefoil
Norwegian Cinquefoil
Sulphur Cinquefoil
Common Cinquefoil

Sweet Cherry
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Prunus serotina
Rosa multiflora
Rubus allegheniensis
Rubus occidentalis

Rubus phoenicolasius

Black Cherry
Multiflora Rose
Allegheny Blackberry
Black Raspberry

Wine Raspberry

Rubiaceae
Galium aparine
Galium asprellum
Galium circaezans
Galium lanceolatum

Galium triflorum

Stickywilly
Rough Bedstraw

Licorice Bedstraw

Lanceleaf Wild Licorice

Fragrant Bedstraw

Houstonia caerulea Azure Bluet Hedyotis caerulea
Mitchella repens Partridgeberry
Salicaceae
Salix Weeping Willow
Salix nigra Black Willow
Saxifragaceae

*
Chrysosplenium americanum

Heuchera americana

American Golden Saxifrage

American Alumroot
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes
Saxifraga virginiensis Early Saxifrage

Scrophulariaceae
Chelone glabra White Turtlehead

Linaria vulgaris
Paulownia tomentosa
Scrophularia marilandica

Verbascum thapsus

*

Veronica americana
Veronica arvensis

Veronica hederifolia

*

Veronicastrum virginicum

Butter And Eggs
Princesstree
Carpenter's Square
Common Mullein
American Speedwell
Corn Speedwell

Ivyleaf Speedwell

Culver's Root

Simaroubaceae

Ailanthus altissima

Tree Of Heaven

Smilacaceae

Smilax glauca

Cat Greenbrier

Smilax herbacea Smooth Carrionflower

Smilax rotundifolia Roundleaf Greenbrier
Solanaceae

Physalis heterophylla Clammy Groundcherry
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Species

Common Name

Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Physalis longifolia
Solanum carolinense

Solanum nigrum

Longleaf Groundcherry
Carolina Horsenettle

Black Nightshade

Physalis subglabra

Staphyleaceae

Staphylea trifolia

American Bladdernut

Tiliaceae

Tilia americana

American Basswood

Ulmaceae

Ulmus rubra

Slippery EIm

Urticaceae
Boehmeria cylindrica
Laportea canadensis

Pilea pumila

Smallspike False Nettle
Canadian Woodnettle

Canadian Clearweed

Verbenaceae
Phryma leptostachya

Verbena urticifolia

American Lopseed

White Vervain

Violaceae
Viola cucullata

Viola labradorica

Marsh Blue Violet

Alpine Violet

Viola conspersa
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Viola pubescens var. scabriuscula Downy Yellow Violet
Viola sororia Common Blue Violet
Vitaceae
Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia Creeper
Vitis labrusca Fox Grape
Metadata:

This document was generated from data in the GNA Database. Database developed and data compiled by Nur Ritter, Stewardship Manager, Gordon Natural Area, West
Chester University of Pennsylvania.

Recommended Citation: Holt, J. and J. Plyler. 1984. Checklist of the flora of the Robert B. Gordon Natural Area. Unpublished report for the Robert B. Gordon Natural
Area for Environmental Studies, West Chester University of Pennsylvania, West Chester, PA 26 pages. Database queried and document created: 11/20/2020.
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