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This research represents the first site-wide floristic survey of the Gordon Natural Area (GNA), and consists of 348 species in 238 genera and 95 families.  The survey was
conducted by two West Chester University undergraduate students, Jack Holt and Jim Plyler, under the supervision of Dr. William Overlease.  The bulk of the work took
place during 1984; however, some woody species previously noted in the GNA by Jim Plyler were also incorporated into the list.  The checklist was compiled for all
vascular families encountered at the GNA, with the exception of the Grass Family (Poaceae), Rush Family (Juncaceae), and Sedge Family (Cyperaceae).

This checklist stood as the sole site-wide checklist for the preserve until 2007, when Jack Holt and botanist Janet Ebert conducted the second site-wide survey of the
GNA. In contrast to the initial survey,  the 2007 survey included grasses, rushes, and sedges.

Species names were standardized by N. Ritter to follow the nomenclature in USDA PLANTS.  Species marked with an asterisk are those that were last noted in the GNA
in 1984.

Of the 348 species, 265 are native to the lower 48 States and 81 are introduced (indicated in red in the list). Two species, Calystegium sepens and Polygonum scandens,
are considered to be native in some parts of the lower 48 states and introduced in other portions.

Holt & Plyler (1984)
Checklist of the Vascular Flora of the Robert B. Gordon Natural Area

Ferns & Fern Allies
Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Aspleniaceae

Ebony SpleenwortAsplenium platyneuron

Dennstaedtiaceae

Eastern Hayscented FernDennstaedtia punctilobula

Dryopteridaceae

Common Ladyfern Athyrium angustumAthyrium filix-femina

Silvery Glade Fern Athyrium thelypterioidesDeparia acrostichoides

Intermediate WoodfernDryopteris intermedia

Sensitive FernOnoclea sensibilis



Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Christmas FernPolystichum acrostichoides

Equisetaceae

Field HorsetailEquisetum arvense

Lycopodiaceae

Shining Clubmoss Lycopodium lucidulumHuperzia lucidula

Fan Clubmoss Lycopodium flabelliformeLycopodium digitatum*

Ophioglossaceae

Cutleaf Grapefern Also listed the synonym Botrichium obliquum.Botrychium dissectum

Rattlesnake FernBotrychium virginianum

Osmundaceae

Cinnamon FernOsmunda cinnamomea

Interrupted FernOsmunda claytoniana

Pteridaceae

Northern Maidenhair FernAdiantum pedatum

Thelypteridaceae

Broad BeechfernPhegopteris hexagonoptera

New York FernThelypteris noveboracensis
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Gymnosperms
Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Cupressaceae

Eastern RedcedarJuniperus virginiana

Pinaceae

Eastern White PinePinus strobus

Taxaceae

Japanese YewTaxus cuspidata
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Flowering Plants
Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Aceraceae

BoxelderAcer negundo

Norway MapleAcer platanoides

Red MapleAcer rubrum

Silver MapleAcer saccharinum

Alismataceae

Broadleaf ArrowheadSagittaria latifolia

Anacardiaceae

Smooth SumacRhus glabra*

Staghorn SumacRhus typhina*

Eastern Poison Ivy Rhus radicansToxicodendron radicans

Apiaceae

Spotted Water HemlockCicuta maculata

Poison HemlockConium maculatum

Canadian HonewortCryptotaenia canadensis

Queen Anne's LaceDaucus carota

Longstyle SweetrootOsmorhiza longistylis
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Canadian BlacksnakerootSanicula canadensis

Meadow ZiziaZizia aptera*

Apocynaceae

IndianhempApocynum cannabinum

Aquifoliaceae

American HollyIlex opaca

Araceae

Jack In The PulpitArisaema triphyllum

Skunk CabbageSymplocarpus foetidus

Araliaceae

Japanese Angelica Tree Holt and Plyler originally identified this species as Aralia spinosa, but J. Holt
later determined that the species likely had been A. elata.

Aralia elata

Wild SarsaparillaAralia nudicaulis*

American SpikenardAralia racemosa

American GinsengPanax quinquefolius

Dwarf GinsengPanax trifolius

Aristolochiaceae

Virginia SnakerootAristolochia serpentaria

Canadian WildgingerAsarum canadense
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Asclepiadaceae

Common MilkweedAsclepias syriaca

Asteraceae

Common YarrowAchillea millefolium

White Snakeroot Eupatorium rugosumAgeratina altissima

Annual RagweedAmbrosia artemisiifolia

Great RagweedAmbrosia trifida

Field PussytoesAntennaria neglecta

Woman's TobaccoAntennaria plantaginifolia

Lesser BurdockArctium minus

Nodding BeggartickBidens cernua*

Devil's BeggartickBidens frondosa

ChicoryCichorium intybus

Canada ThistleCirsium arvense

Field ThistleCirsium discolor

Canadian Horseweed Erigeron canadensisConyza canadensis

American BurnweedErechtites hieraciifolia

Eastern Daisy FleabaneErigeron annuus

Philadelphia FleabaneErigeron philadelphicus
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Robin's PlantainErigeron pulchellus

Prairie FleabaneErigeron strigosus

Common BonesetEupatorium perfoliatum

White Wood Aster Aster divaricatusEurybia divaricata

Flat-top Goldentop Solidago graminifoliaEuthamia graminifolia

Trumpetweed Eupatorium fistulosumEutrochium fistulosum

Shaggy Soldier Galinsoga ciliataGalinsoga quadriradiata

Thinleaf SunflowerHelianthus decapetalus

Meadow Hawkweed Hieracium pratenseHieracium caespitosum

QueendevilHieracium gronovii*

Allegheny HawkweedHieracium paniculatum*

Tall Blue LettuceLactuca biennis

Canada LettuceLactuca canadensis

Prickly LettuceLactuca serriola

Oxeye Daisy Chrysanthemum leucanthemumLeucanthemum vulgare

Golden Ragwort Senecio aureusPackera aurea

Tall RattlesnakerootPrenanthes altissima

Rabbit-tobacco Gnaphalium obtusifoliumPseudognaphalium obtusifolium*

Blackeyed SusanRudbeckia hirta
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Cutleaf ConeflowerRudbeckia laciniata

Tall GoldenrodSolidago altissima

White GoldenrodSolidago bicolor*

Bluestem GoldenrodSolidago caesia

Canada GoldenrodSolidago canadensis

Zigzag GoldenrodSolidago flexicaulis

Giant GoldenrodSolidago gigantea

Early GoldenrodSolidago juncea

Gray GoldenrodSolidago nemoralis

Roundleaf GoldenrodSolidago patula

Wrinkleleaf GoldenrodSolidago rugosa

Spiny SowthistleSonchus asper

Common Blue Wood Aster Aster cordifoliumSymphyotrichum cordifolium

White Panicle Aster Aster simplexSymphyotrichum lanceolatum

Calico Aster Aster lateriflorusSymphyotrichum lateriflorum

New England Aster Aster novae-angliaeSymphyotrichum novae-angliae

Hairy White Oldfield Aster Aster pilosusSymphyotrichum pilosum

Purplestem Aster Aster puniceusSymphyotrichum puniceum

Common DandelionTaraxacum officinale
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

New York IronweedVernonia noveboracensis

Balsaminaceae

JewelweedImpatiens capensis

Berberidaceae

Japanese BarberryBerberis thunbergii

Blue CohoshCaulophyllum thalictroides

MayapplePodophyllum peltatum

Betulaceae

Hazel AlderAlnus serrulata

American HornbeamCarpinus caroliniana

American HazelnutCorylus americana*

Boraginaceae

Beggars LiceHackelia virginiana

Brassicaceae

Garlic MustardAlliaria petiolata

SicklepodArabis canadensis*

Garden YellowrocketBarbarea vulgaris

Field Mustard Brassica campestrisBrassica rapa

Shepherd's PurseCapsella bursa-pastoris
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Bulbous BittercressCardamine bulbosa

Cutleaf Toothwort Dentaria laciniataCardamine concatenata

Pennsylvania BittercressCardamine pensylvanica

Wormseed WallflowerErysimum cheiranthoides*

Field PepperweedLepidium campestre

WatercressNasturtium officinale

HedgemustardSisymbrium officinale*

Callitrichaceae

Twoheaded Water-starwort Holt and Plyler originally identified this species as Callitriche palustris. J. Holt
later determined that the species had been C. heterophylla.

Callitriche heterophylla

Campanulaceae

Indian-tobaccoLobelia inflata

Great Blue LobeliaLobelia siphilitica

Clasping Venus' Looking-glassTriodanis perfoliata*

Cannabaceae

Japanese HopHumulus japonicus

Caprifoliaceae

Japanese HoneysuckleLonicera japonica

Amur HoneysuckleLonicera maackii
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Morrow's HoneysuckleLonicera morrowii

American Black ElderberrySambucus nigra

Mapleleaf ViburnumViburnum acerifolium

Southern ArrowwoodViburnum dentatum

BlackhawViburnum prunifolium

Caryophyllaceae

Common Mouse-ear Chickweed Cerastium holostioidesCerastium fontanum

Nodding ChickweedCerastium nutans*

Deptford PinkDianthus armeria

Smooth Forked NailwortParonychia canadensis*

Bladder Campion Silene albaSilene latifolia

WidowsfrillSilene stellata

Longleaf StarwortStellaria longifolia

Common ChickweedStellaria media

Celastraceae

Oriental BittersweetCelastrus orbiculatus

BurningbushEuonymus alatus

Chenopodiaceae

LambsquartersChenopodium album
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Clusiaceae

Common St. JohnswortHypericum perforatum

Spotted St. JohnswortHypericum punctatum

Commelinaceae

Asiatic DayflowerCommelina communis

Convolvulaceae

Hedge False BindweedCalystegia sepium

Cornaceae

Alternateleaf DogwoodCornus alternifolia

Silky DogwoodCornus amomum

Flowering DogwoodCornus florida

BlackgumNyssa sylvatica

Crassulaceae

Ditch StonecropPenthorum sedoides

Woodland StonecropSedum ternatum

Cucurbitaceae

Wild CucumberEchinocystis lobata*

Oneseed Bur CucumberSicyos angulatus
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Cuscutaceae

ScaldweedCuscuta gronovii

Dioscoreaceae

Wild YamDioscorea villosa

Elaeagnaceae

Autumn OliveElaeagnus umbellata

Ericaceae

MaleberryLyonia ligustrina*

Pink AzaleaRhododendron periclymenoides

Euphorbiaceae

Common Threeseed MercuryAcalypha rhomboidea

Eyebane Euphorbia nutansChamaesyce nutans

Fabaceae

American HogpeanutAmphicarpaea bracteata

Eastern RedbudCercis canadensis

Sensitive Partridge Pea Cassia nictitansChamaecrista nictitans*

Pointedleaf TicktrefoilDesmodium glutinosum

Nakedflower TicktrefoilDesmodium nudiflorum

Panicledleaf TicktrefoilDesmodium paniculatum
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Perplexed TicktrefoilDesmodium perplexum

Creeping LespedezaLespedeza repens*

Violet Lespedeza Lespedeza intermediaLespedeza violacea

Black MedickMedicago lupulina

SweetcloverMelilotus officinalis

Black LocustRobinia pseudoacacia

Crownvetch Coronilla variaSecurigera varia

Alsike CloverTrifolium hybridum

Red CloverTrifolium pratense

White CloverTrifolium repens

Fagaceae

American ChestnutCastanea dentata

American BeechFagus grandifolia

White OakQuercus alba

Pin OakQuercus palustris

Northern Red OakQuercus rubra

Black OakQuercus velutina

Gentianaceae

Virginia PennywortObolaria virginica
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Geraniaceae

Spotted GeraniumGeranium maculatum

Hamamelidaceae

American WitchhazelHamamelis virginiana

Hydrocharitaceae

Canadian WaterweedElodea canadensis*

Iridaceae

Narrowleaf Blue-eyed GrassSisyrinchium angustifolium

Juglandaceae

Pignut HickoryCarya glabra

Shagbark HickoryCarya ovata

Mockernut HickoryCarya tomentosa

Black WalnutJuglans nigra

Lamiaceae

Yellow Giant HyssopAgastache nepetoides*

Wild Basil Satureja vulgarisClinopodium vulgare

RichweedCollinsonia canadensis

Ground IvyGlechoma hederacea

American False PennyroyalHedeoma pulegioides*
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Henbit DeadnettleLamium amplexicaule*

Purple DeadnettleLamium purpureum

Common MotherwortLeonurus cardiaca*

Northern BugleweedLycopus uniflorus

Common SelfhealPrunella vulgaris

Narrowleaf MountainmintPycnanthemum tenuifolium*

Hairy SkullcapScutellaria elliptica*

Helmet FlowerScutellaria integrifolia*

Blue SkullcapScutellaria lateriflora*

Canada GermanderTeucrium canadense

Forked BluecurlsTrichostema dichotomum*

Lauraceae

Northern SpicebushLindera benzoin

SassafrasSassafras albidum

Lemnaceae

Common DuckweedLemna minor

Liliaceae

Wild GarlicAllium vineale
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Garden AsparagusAsparagus officinalis

Yellow Trout LilyErythronium americanum

Orange DaylilyHemerocallis fulva

Blue Plantain LilyHosta ventricosa

Common GoldstarHypoxis hirsuta*

Canada LilyLilium canadense

Feathery False Lily Of The Valley Smilacina racemosaMaianthemum racemosum

Indian CucumberMedeola virginiana

Garden Star-of-bethlehemOrnithogalum umbellatum

Smooth Solomon's SealPolygonatum biflorum

Hairy Solomon's SealPolygonatum pubescens

Perfoliate BellwortUvularia perfoliata

Sessileleaf BellwortUvularia sessilifolia

Indian PokeVeratrum viride

Linaceae

Woodland FlaxLinum virginianum*

Lythraceae

Purple LoosestrifeLythrum salicaria
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Magnoliaceae

TuliptreeLiriodendron tulipifera

Malvaceae

Butter-printAbutilon theophrasti*

Flower Of An HourHibiscus trionum

Musk MallowMalva moschata*

Prickly FanpetalsSida spinosa*

Molluginaceae

Green CarpetweedMollugo verticillata*

Monotropaceae

IndianpipeMonotropa uniflora

Moraceae

White MulberryMorus alba

Red MulberryMorus rubra

Oleaceae

White AshFraxinus americana

European PrivetLigustrum vulgare*
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Onagraceae

Broadleaf Enchanter's
Nightshade

Circaea lutetiana

Purpleleaf WillowherbEpilobium coloratum

Common Evening PrimroseOenothera biennis

Orchidaceae

Showy OrchisGalearis spectabilis

Nodding Lady's TressesSpiranthes cernua*

Orobanchaceae

BeechdropsEpifagus virginiana

Oxalidaceae

Common Yellow Oxalis Oxalis europaeaOxalis stricta

Papaveraceae

BloodrootSanguinaria canadensis

Phytolaccaceae

American PokeweedPhytolacca americana

Plantaginaceae

Narrowleaf PlantainPlantago lanceolata

Blackseed PlantainPlantago rugelii
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Platanaceae

American SycamorePlatanus occidentalis

Polygalaceae

Purple MilkwortPolygala sanguinea*

Whorled MilkwortPolygala verticillata*

Polygonaceae

Halberdleaf TearthumbPolygonum arifolium

Prostrate KnotweedPolygonum aviculare

Oriental Lady's ThumbPolygonum cespitosum

Curlytop KnotweedPolygonum lapathifolium*

Pennsylvania SmartweedPolygonum pensylvanicum

Dotted SmartweedPolygonum punctatum

Arrowleaf TearthumbPolygonum sagittatum

Climbing False BuckwheatPolygonum scandens

Jumpseed Tovara virginianaPolygonum virginianum

Common Sheep SorrelRumex acetosella

Curly DockRumex crispus

Bitter DockRumex obtusifolius
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Portulacaceae

Virginia SpringbeautyClaytonia virginica

Primulaceae

Fringed LoosestrifeLysimachia ciliata

Creeping JennyLysimachia nummularia

Whorled Yellow LoosestrifeLysimachia quadrifolia

Pyrolaceae

Striped Prince's PineChimaphila maculata

American Wintergreen Pyrola rotundifoliaPyrola americana

Waxflower ShinleafPyrola elliptica

Ranunculaceae

Black Cohosh Cimicifuga racemosaActaea racemosa

Wood AnemoneAnemone quinquefolia

Tall ThimbleweedAnemone virginiana*

Roundlobe Hepatica Hepatica americanaHepatica nobilis var. obtusa

GoldensealHydrastis canadensis*

Littleleaf ButtercupRanunculus abortivus

St. Anthony's TurnipRanunculus bulbosus

Lesser CelandineRanunculus ficaria
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Bristly ButtercupRanunculus hispidus*

BlisterwortRanunculus recurvatus

Cursed ButtercupRanunculus sceleratus*

King Of The MeadowThalictrum pubescens

Rue Anemone Anemonella thalitctroidesThalictrum thalictroides

Rhamnaceae

New Jersey TeaCeanothus americanus*

Rosaceae

Tall Hairy AgrimonyAgrimonia gryposepala

HarvestliceAgrimonia parviflora

Soft AgrimonyAgrimonia pubescens

Indian StrawberryDuchesnea indica

Virginia StrawberryFragaria virginiana

White AvensGeum canadense

Dwarf CinquefoilPotentilla canadensis

Norwegian CinquefoilPotentilla norvegica*

Sulphur CinquefoilPotentilla recta

Common CinquefoilPotentilla simplex

Sweet CherryPrunus avium
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Black CherryPrunus serotina

Multiflora RoseRosa multiflora

Allegheny BlackberryRubus allegheniensis

Black RaspberryRubus occidentalis

Wine RaspberryRubus phoenicolasius

Rubiaceae

StickywillyGalium aparine

Rough BedstrawGalium asprellum

Licorice BedstrawGalium circaezans

Lanceleaf Wild LicoriceGalium lanceolatum

Fragrant BedstrawGalium triflorum

Azure Bluet Hedyotis caeruleaHoustonia caerulea*

PartridgeberryMitchella repens

Salicaceae

Weeping WillowSalix

Black WillowSalix nigra

Saxifragaceae

American Golden SaxifrageChrysosplenium americanum*

American AlumrootHeuchera americana
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Early SaxifrageSaxifraga virginiensis

Scrophulariaceae

White TurtleheadChelone glabra

Butter And EggsLinaria vulgaris

PrincesstreePaulownia tomentosa

Carpenter's SquareScrophularia marilandica

Common MulleinVerbascum thapsus

American SpeedwellVeronica americana*

Corn SpeedwellVeronica arvensis

Ivyleaf SpeedwellVeronica hederifolia

Culver's RootVeronicastrum virginicum*

Simaroubaceae

Tree Of HeavenAilanthus altissima

Smilacaceae

Cat GreenbrierSmilax glauca

Smooth CarrionflowerSmilax herbacea

Roundleaf GreenbrierSmilax rotundifolia

Solanaceae

Clammy GroundcherryPhysalis heterophylla
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Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Longleaf Groundcherry Physalis subglabraPhysalis longifolia

Carolina HorsenettleSolanum carolinense

Black NightshadeSolanum nigrum

Staphyleaceae

American BladdernutStaphylea trifolia

Tiliaceae

American BasswoodTilia americana

Ulmaceae

Slippery ElmUlmus rubra

Urticaceae

Smallspike False NettleBoehmeria cylindrica

Canadian WoodnettleLaportea canadensis

Canadian ClearweedPilea pumila

Verbenaceae

American LopseedPhryma leptostachya

White VervainVerbena urticifolia

Violaceae

Marsh Blue VioletViola cucullata

Alpine Violet Viola conspersaViola labradorica

Page 25



Species Common Name Name in Holt & Plyler/Notes

Downy Yellow VioletViola pubescens var. scabriuscula

Common Blue VioletViola sororia

Vitaceae

Virginia CreeperParthenocissus quinquefolia

Fox GrapeVitis labrusca

.

Metadata:
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