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Abstract. Tarentola mauritanica is the most common gecko species in the Iberian Peninsula. It is widespread in most of the 
anthropogenic areas, where it shows predating behavior and male territoriality, especially during breeding season.  In this note, we 
report an atypical aggregation of this species found in the streetlamps of the most frequented area of a campsite in Ronda, Malaga, 
Spain. There are previously reported T. mauritanica diurnal aggregations in retreat sites, but not much information can be found 
related to the interaction among reptiles in small places with high prey availability. This unusual tolerance to the presence of other 
males in such a reduced but suitable place for predating as a spotlight near humid facilities could be explained as an adaptive 
strategy to increase their success in hunting. 
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The diversity of predation strategies is widely reported in 
reptiles. It may be influenced by different factors such as 
prey availability, habitat, ontogeny, etc (Stephens & Krebs 
1986). Taking advantage of artificial night lighting for forag-
ing or even for basking is a very common behavior among 
nocturnal species of reptiles, especially members of the fam-
ily Gekkonidae (Werner 1990). The “night-light niche” hosts 
a great amount of invertebrates attracted by artificial light, 
increasing prey availability (Garber 1978, Perry et al. 2008). 
In this paper, we report an observation of related behavior in 
Tarentola mauritanica, a common Mediterranean species of 
gecko, which inhabits human buildings, but also rocky 
grounds in nature. It is considered a sit-and-wait predator in 
human habitats, for instance, predating near spotlights at 
night (Valverde 1967). However, it is an active prey seeker in 
some cases. T. mauritanica shows diurnal and nocturnal ac-
tivity, basking early both in the morning and at night, and 
hiding the rest of the day (Salvador 2011). On July 2013, at 23 
h. approximately, we observed many adults of T. mauritanica 
preying near the light of streetlights in a campsite near to 
Ronda, Málaga, Spain (36.72209ºN, -5.17733ºE, 756 m eleva-
tion). We want to highlight the unusual aggregation that we 
observed inside six streetlights in the most anthropic area of 
the campsite. There were between 6 and 11 individuals of 
both sexes gathered within 350 mm height, 180 mm width 
and 180 mm depth lamps, having the largest individual 
sizes, while we could only find smaller isolated adults and 
juveniles in the streetlamps in peripheral areas. Although 
Martínez-Rica (1974) cited the presence of 14 individuals of 
T. mauritanica on a tree, and other authors have reported the 
trend of geckos to aggregate diurnally within retreat-sites 
(Kearney et al. 2001, Shah et al. 2003), it is difficult to find 
such a large aggregation of specimens of this species in a 
limited space while predating, even more so during breed-
ing season, due to male spatial intolerance (Salvador 2011). 
However, it is important to consider that habitat structure 
could affect foraging dynamics in a some geckos species 
(Petren & Case 1996, 1998). Social aggregation has been 
widely studied in animals, sometimes occurring as a re-

sponse to the stress caused by several factors like extreme 
temperatures or low humidity (Cohen & Alford 1996, 
Bloomstein et al. 2004), or with the aim of facilitating repro-
duction or avoiding predators (Krause & Ruxton 2002, 
Spieler, 2003). However, far too little attention has been paid 
to reptiles regarding competitive aggregation in places with 
a high prey density (Greeff & Whiting 2000, Schutz et al. 
2007). Predator ability to find prey and to adapt their trophic 
niche to different environments is crucial for a correct popu-
lation dynamic in a species (Stephens & Krebs 1986). Bath-
rooms, canteens and swimming pools are usually in the 
heart of campsites, and that is where the invertebrate density 
may be higher due to humidity and high light levels (Petren 
& Case 1996). Therefore, it is likely that T. mauritanica indi-
viduals living in these places tend to gather near human fa-
cilities as a result of the high prey availability, resulting in 
these cluster-like aggregations in smaller spaces, which may 
be an adaptive response intended to increase the obtention 
of prey. 
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