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Abstract

The election system of French Parliament is a particular one. That of single-
member constituency with second ballot was the one that had been used for elections
in the Third Republic.

This system has been an obstacle to multi-party system. This method has been
tried in many European countries, but has been abandoned almost everywhere expect
in France.

France adopted the proportional representation in 1946. This system produced too
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many parties for the government to stay in ruling position. Since France reverted to
the second ballot in 1958, the rules have been modified, and this method has following
effect which the propotional representation has not. First, the number of the party
has been reduced from that of the Four Republic. Today, there are four major parties
in the National Assembly. Second, it is assumed that this system provides a good
condition for the change of political power.

The elections of 1981 in France, election of the National Assembly and that of
president, are good examples of these effects.

The newly-elected left-wing government after 24 years absence, is an evidence of
this argument.
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J. Chaban-Delmas (Gaullist)

Vincent Wright, “The Government and Politics of France.”
London, Hutchinson, 1978, Appendix 7.
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