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Abstract:

Environmental education means the educational process dealing with man's
relationship with his natural and man made surroundings and includes the relation s of
populations, pollution, resource allocation and depletion, conservation, transportation,
technology, energy and , urban and rural planning to the total biosphere. It should aim not
merely at imparting knowledge and understanding of man's total environment but also at
the development of skills, attitudes and values nece ssary to understand and improve the
biosphere and the troposphere. As such creating, among social groups and individuals,
an awareness of and sensitivity to the total enviroment and its allied problems form an
integral part of environment education.

It has been discussed at conferences and seminars and concluded that the
environmental protection starts by creating an awareness among the people so that it
becom es a part of people's life style . A better understanding of our environment is
indispensable for its rational management because it will enable us to comprehend the
environment's resilience to man's action and the maximum potential it may offer for
sustained development of manking . Thus environmental awareness is an imperat ive need
of the hour and much research is required to study the level of environmental awareness
among different strata of population like students, teachers, leaders and publ ic etc. and
also to design educational programmes to develop that awareness.

The present paper gives the detail s of the descriptive survey type study which
mainly aimed at (i) studying the level of environmental awareness among the students of
African countries in Mysore city and (ii) exploring the environmental problems faced
relating to industrial pollution and water pollution and mea sure s taken to control or
overcome them in the African countries. The data was collected from 150 students of
four Afric an co untries (Kenya, Tanzania. Ethiopia, Somalia) pursuing different
undergraduate and post graduate courses in Mysore city, using an environmental
awarene ss questionniare and an interview shedule prepared by the investigators.

The data was analy sed using percentageanalysis, mean and standard deviation ,
pie diagram and bar graph and chi square test for hypothesis testing: the results in detail
are presented in the paper. However it could be concluded that 85% of the students from
only four African countries exhibited environmental awareness in general ; majority of
the students viewed environment in terms of physical aspects where as only 10% of the
students could recognize the social and cultural aspects of the environment. Further, it is

Professor ofEducation, Dept ofStudies in Education, University ofMysore.
Manasagangothri, MYSORE 570006 (INDIA)

and
M.Ed student (1997 -98 University ofMysore), KENYA (AFRICA)

88

•



very interesting to note that only 6% of the students were aware of the date on which
World Environment Day is celeberated every year and only I % of the students were
aware of the Government body working towards pollution control and environmental
conservation, and also environmental legislation in India. Majority of the students were
not aware of the Acts and Rules in vogue in their native (African) countries to regulate
environmental protection. Each country in Africa has a Ministry for Environment and
Non-governmental organisiations play an important role in environmental monitoring.

Environmental education means the educational process dealing with man's
relationship with his natural and man made surroundings and includes the relations of
populations, pollution, resource allocation and depletion, conservation, transportation,
technology, energy and, urban and rural planning to the total biosphere. It should aim
not merely at imparting knowledge and understandingof man's total environment but
also at the development of skills, attitudes and values necessary to understand and
improve the biosphere and the troposphere. As such creating, among social groups and
individuals, an awareness of and sensitivity to the total envirome nt and its allied
problems form an integral part of environment education.

Accordi ng to the recommendation no. I of the first Inter gove rnmental
conference on Environmental Education held at Tiblisi, USSR (former) in October 1977,
the basic aim of Environmental Education is to succeed in making individuals and
communities understand the complex nature of the natural and the built environments
resulting from the interaction of their biological, physical, social, economic, and culture
aspects, and acquire the knowledge, values, attitudes and practical skills to participate in
a responsible and effective way in anticipating and solving social problems, and in
the management of the quality of Environment. Further. it aims to show the economic,
political and ecological interdependence of the modem world, in which decisions and
actions by different countries can have international repurcussions. Environmen tal
education should, in this regard, help to develop a sense of responsibility and solidarity
among countries and regions as the foundation for a new international order which will
guarantee the conservation and improvement of the environment.

It has been discussed at conferences and seminars and concluded that the
environmental protection starts by creating an awareness among the people so that it
becomes a part of people 's life style. A better understanding of our environment is
indispensable for its rational management because it will enable us to comprehend the
environment's resilience to man's action and the maximum potential it may offer for
sustained development of mankind. Thus environmental awareness is an imperative need
of the hour. In India. conscious efforts are being made by the Government Departments
to encourage both research and regulation of environmental issues. Various organisations
(voluntary and non-governmental) have been set up to increase the environmental
awareness in the society.

Because all the policy makers, administrative leaders and the people who matter
in influencing decisions in the community pass through school and college system, it is
better that they leave these premises aware of the environmental hazards caused by man
and be phys ically as well as psychologically ready to help in their alleviation or
prevention. University education being aimed at quali ty education and academi c
excellence leading to the production of academic leaders in differen t area s of

89

I
I
•
I•
••••



knowledge , it is imperative that the students at this level should be bette r aware of
environmental problems and their management and be able to meet the challenges of the day.
As such, it was found significant to study the level of environmental awareness among
students at the university level and thus necessitated the present study.

Objecnves or the study: Th is study is of descriptive type and
following are the objectives of the study

I. To study the level of environmental awarene ss among the students ofAfrican countries in
Msyore city.

2. To study gender difference in the level of environmental awareness among the students
selected for the study.

3. To study the difference in the level of environmental awareness between the post-graduate
and undergraduate students.

4. To study the difference in the level of environmental awareness among the students of
different age groups.

5. To study the differences in the level of environmental awareness among the students of
different nationalities.

6. To explore the environmental problems faced relating to industrial pollution & water
pollution and measures taken to control or overcome them in different African
countries.

Hypotheses tested : The following hypotheses were formulated and tested relating to the
objectives 2 to 5.

There is no significant difference in the level of environmental awareness among the
1. male and female students.
2. post graduate and undergraduate students.
3. students of different age group.

Sample or the study; The sample of the study is purposive sample and consisted of 150 ,.
students from four African countries in Mysore city out of which 99 were from Kenya. 41
from Tanzania. 6 from Ethiopia and 4 from Somalia; 29 were female and 121 were male
students; 20 were postgraduate students and 130 were undergraduate students, All these
students were pursuing different courses of the study viz : Science. Commerce, Law, Hu­
manities and Pharmacy in different institutions in Mysore city.
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