
Abstracts 

29 | ACSME 2020 Proceedings: A Science Education for Uncertain Times 

REFLECTIONS ON RUNNING A FREE ONLINE 
CONFERENCE: ASERA CONFERENCE ONLINE 
2020 
 
Helen Georgioua, Wendy Nielsena, David Geelanb 

 
Presenting Author: Helen Georgiou (helengeo@uow.edu.au) 
aSchool of Education, University of Wollongong, Wollongong NSW 2522, Australia  
bSchool of Education and Professional Studies, Griffith University, Gold Coast QLD 4222, Australia 

 
KEYWORDS: online conference, COVID-19, science education 

 
The Australasian Science Education Research Association’s (ASERA) annual conference, like most 
other large (or small) gatherings around the world, was not able to take place this year in a face-to-
face manner in a physical location due to COVID-19. The online conference format was a first for 
ASERA, and in fact, is a relatively new idea in science education, and science, more broadly (Reshef 
et al., 2020). Thus, the aim of this paper is to share reflections from the organising committee of this 
year’s ASERA conference, comprising of the first and second authors and the president of the 
ASERA Board, the third author. The reflections focus on the initial decision to go online, the 
justification for the design of the online conference (including the decision to run it at no/little expense) 
and how it went on the day. These reflections will contribute to our understanding of running large 
online research-related events, an occurrence which might be more frequent or likely as we adapt to 
the ‘new norm’ post-pandemic.  
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