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i greW uP With a crazy mother – not the conventionally 
crazy mother you know like she wasn’t overbearing or 
mistrusting or searching my room for porn or anything 
OLNH�WKDW��$FWXDOO\��VKH�VKRZHG�PH�P\�¿UVW�SRUQR��,W�
was during the big sex talk, and she was explaining to 
me the most important thing for a young woman is 
to remember to keep her vagina clean. ³$OZD\V�ZDVK�
\RXU�SXVV\��\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�D�VPHOO�FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�
WKHUH�´�VKH�VDLG�EHWZHHQ�SX̆V��,�QRGGHG�P\�OLWWOH�KHDG�
at six years old and dutifully followed my mother’s ad-
vice, even got overzealous with a can of lemon-scented 
pledge once. I was always an overachiever. I still as-
sociate citrus with chemical burns. 
� 1R��P\�PRP�LV�FHUWL¿DEO\�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�WKUHDW�
to those around her, just a thrilling force of destruc-
tion. Please, do not let this lady have kids. I’m not sure 
if she saw that Faye Dunaway movie, Mommy Dearest, 
growing up and just decided that’s what she wanted 
WR�GR"�/LNH��WKH�RWKHU�NLGV�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�FRZER\V�RU�
pirates or doctors and when the teacher called on her, 
she said she just wanted to be old enough to blow ciga-
rette smoke in her kid’s face one day; and God-willing, 
that dream came true.
 I met that teacher once too, and she did 
VHHP�WR�VQL̆�DURXQG�PH��6KH�ZDV�SUREDEO\�UHOLHYHG�,�
smelled more like lemons than menthols.  

***
 I remember at 21, my mom calling me after 
my divorce and telling me how proud she was of me, 
and she immediately follows it with ³LW¶V�JRRG�WR�JHW�
WKH�¿UVW�RQH�RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\�HDUO\�´ It really stuck with 
me. 
 She said it like it was some mundane thing like 
D�SDS�VPHDU��/LNH�PDUULDJH��WR�KHU��LV�URXWLQH�PDLQWH-
nance where you pay a few hundred bucks to spread 
your legs and hopefully you picked someone who lets 
you keep your socks on. Is that weird? I noticed socks 
can really divide a marriage. My ex-husband was al-
ZD\V�SXW�R̆�EHFDXVH�,�QHYHU�WRRN�PLQH�R̆���,�FDQ¶W�KHOS�
WKDW�P\�IHHW�JHW�FROG��,�ZDV�ERUQ�ZLWK�WKDW�SRRU�ZKLWH�
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trash circulation, where my blood tries 
to hang out near my womb because it’s 
been ready to incubate since the sev-
enth grade. It was always my biologi-
cal destiny to get impregnated by the 
¿UVW�JX\�,�PHW�QDPHG�5LFN\��+H¶G�ORYH�
1DVFDU�DQG�VPHOO�OLNH�$UL]RQD�3HDFH�
Tea, and I’d listen to Deana Carter and 
watch my hips explode. Thank God I 
married out of that.
� :KHQ�,�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��P\�¿UVW�
PDUULDJH�ZHQW�D�ORW�OLNH�P\�¿UVW�SDS�
VPHDU��,�WRRN�P\�EUD�R̆�IRU�ERWK�DQG�
was immediately met with this look 
like they were trying to maintain a seri-
ous face, but eye contact was a chal-
lenge. My doctor, fortunately, put me 
at ease. “'RQ¶W�ZRUU\��EUHDVWV�FRPH�LQ�
DOO�VKDSHV�DQG�VL]HV�´ as he was trying 
to arrange his hand in a way that was 
SURIHVVLRQDO��\HW�V\PSDWKHWLF��$W�OHDVW�
WKHUH�ZDVQ¶W�ÀXRUHVFHQW�OLJKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�
double wide I shared with my ex-hus-
band; fortunately, I was only contend-
ing with the soft glow of his Margari-
WDYLOOH�DODUP�FORFN��$QG�,�ZDV�DOUHDG\�
plotting my escape before either had 
¿QLVKHG��
 I like having small breasts. My 
mother used to tell me to look at the 
silver lining, that small breasts were 
a blessing. I mean sure, she had her 
pick of men with 38DDs, but me? If a 
guy picked me out of the crowd it was 
because he really loved me, she ex-
plained, and real love is rare. 
 We put our feet up on the 
FR̆HH�WDEOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DQG�VKH�
gave me a side-eye glance because I’d 
stolen a pair of her socks. Sentimental 

moments are scarce for us, but this was 
surely one for the books.
 ³<RX�NQRZ�\RX�JHW�DOPRVW�HY-
HU\WKLQJ�IURP�PH��7KRVH�VPDUWV��WKDW�
KDLU��QRZ�HYHQ�VRFNV�DSSDUHQWO\�´ she 
VDLG�EHWZHHQ�SX̆V�EHIRUH�¿QLVKLQJ�KHU�
thought. ³,W¶V�MXVW�WRR�EDG�\RX�JHW�\RXU�
WLWV�IURP�\RXU�IDWKHU�´ 
 I shoot Big Edie a look before I 
UHQGHU�DQ\�FRPHEDFN�XVHOHVV��,�¿JXUH��
at least she let me keep the socks on. 8


