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Transcription interview with Moises Camacho
Interviewed by Paige Barnes

Paige Barnes: Okay, perfect. It is recording. All right, to start out—hello, my name is Paige
Barnes and I will be the interviewer today. This interview is part of the Columbia College
Chicago archives for the spring 2020 semester for the class “Honors Oral History: The Art of
the Interview.” The project is titled, “Capturing Quarantine.” Today's date is Monday, May 4,
2020 and the time is 10:03 a.m. Central time. And I'm conducting this interview while I am
located in Chicago, Illinois. So, hello. Do you mind stating your first and last name and then tell
me where you're located at the moment?

Moises Camacho: Hi I'm Moses Camacho and I am in Brownsburg Indiana.

PB: And then, what is your date of birth?

MC: My year of birth is 2001.

PB:And what year and major are you?

MC: Major: filmmaking. Honestly, I forget what year I am—either 2024, 2025

PB: And when you lived on— when you were on campus, where did you live during the school
year?

MC: I lived on the Southside with my uh grandmother.

PB: And what is your place of birth?

MC: Chicago, Illinois.

PB: And where were you raised?

MC: Uh, I was raised in a couple places. Uh,I think the most impactful to me and probably be
here in Indianapolis and in Long Beach, California.
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PB: And how did you get your name?

MC: Um, so obviously uh, like it's a biblical name as well, uh just as connections to Moses and
my father also was a huge Cubs fan and his favorite player was Moisés Alou so um he named
me after the Cubs player and I also—um, I had to have an “M” name because uh in my dad's
family there's the initials “M-A-C” and at least one of his kids had to have “M-A-C” and I'm the
one who had, “M-A-C.”

PB: And when growing up, where is the first place you remember living?

MC: I remember living in Chicago, uh—which is, um—I've tech— I've lived in Chicago about
like four times now, but [—I remember uh like first living in Chicago when I was way, way
younger.

PB: What did it look like?—Y our home?

MC: Um, it was in like—I know my childhood home in Chicago there's like two different ones.
Um, one of them, my grandma still lives there so I remember it clearly because I go there—so—
I'd lived there during the school year. Um, it was a three-story like townhome, I guess, in
Southside Chicago and we lived on the first story and um, I remember it was like usually dark in
there for some reason. It just always felt dark in there. Um, there were three rooms. One of them
was like super small. It was basically like a pantry, but you could turn it into a room. Um, I
remember sharing a brother—I mean, sharing a bedroom with my older brother. Uh, we had a
bunk bed in a smaller room and my parents obviously shared their room together and that was
also a pretty small room, but um, it wasn't cramped or anything. It felt like—mnormal. It just felt
dark for some reason all the time in that—in that house.

PB: What is the longest period of time you've lived in Chicago?

MC: I think it might have been when I was younger—ubh, like the place I was describing. I think
we had lived there like three or four years and then we moved to Arizona, but I don't remember
that very well. Uh, I also remember a period where we live there for about three to two years. |
think it was two—yeah—it was probably when I was younger then. Uh, I don't remember it
super well but it's probably like three to four years.

PB: Why did your family move to Arizona?
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MC: I honestly have no idea. Um, we moved a lot and [-—and I never asked questions.

PB: After Arizona, where did—what state did you live in?

MC: Back— back to Chicago.

PB: And then after Chicago, where did you live?

MC: Um, back to Arizona. (laughs)

PB: I remember you telling me that you had lived in California. Can you tell me why you moved
to California and what age you were?

MC: Okay, um, so—I moved from Chicago to Arizona to Chicago to Arizona back to Chicago.
And then from Chicago, I actually moved to Florida, um, and then from Florida, we moved to
California because um, we weren't really—I guess my dad was in achieving what he'd like to in
Florida...um, he didn't have as many connections as he expected I guess—I never asked him, but
this is what I assumed. Um, and also one of the big reasons my dad always just tells me was that
it was always my mother's dream to live in California. So, um, he finally wanted to try it out and
I guess it didn't work out for us because we— we lived there for about three or four years. Um...

PB: Where in California did you live?

MC: Oh, I lived in Long Beach, California, Northside Long Beach, um, and I also lived in
Wilmington, California, which is,—I mean— it's not a suburb, because it's not at all like a
suburb, but I guess that's the way I describe it. It's kind of like a suburb of uh Long Beach uh,
because you got LA [Los Angeles] then you got Compton, Long Beach, and then I'd put
Wilmington in there too.

PB: What were your feelings towards moving around so much?
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MC: Um, there are certain times where I hated it but um, like when I moved to California, I
hated it but at the same time I got over it really fast because I didn't have many friends in
Florida. Um, and I had— I was just starting the—I think my seventh grade year, so I hadn't
really had many friends from sixth grade so I didn't really care, um. I, I, I really started to love
California really fast. I love the environment. I loved everything about it really, but, um, when |
moved from California to Brownsburg I had a lot of emotions in me, just because [— I
obviously grew to fell in love with California um, and it's funny because we actually moved the
night of my birthday, so it was like— I always said it was the worst birthday present ever
because [—I hated it but um, I really hated also moving to Brownsburg. I have—I think it's just
because of the timing. I had like a lot of bad emotions in me and a lot of bad thoughts in me. But
I, again, I grew to love it. It took me longer—it took me like a year to start liking it. But, uh, I
don't know, I guess confusion is the biggest emotion when moving around so much because
you— I guess I don't feel the need to ask questions because I trust my parents, so I'm just
confused.

PB: How old were you when you moved to Brownsburg, Indiana?

PB: I believe [ was 13. Yeah, I believe it was on my thirteenth birthday.

PB: And what is the name of your high school— high schools?

MC: Yeah, uh so the first one was in downtown Long Beach. It was Renaissance High School
for the Arts. Um, and I only had spent about like two months there but [— they really—those
two months affected me uh because I hated it so much—the first two weeks and then I like, I felt
a lot of inspiration the last month and a half. Um, and then in Brownsburg, I went to
Brownsburg High School, which is just the— the high school for Brownsburg in a—yeah.

PB: And how many students were in your graduating class at, um, Brownsburg High School?

MC: Honestly, it's—not a numbers guy. I totally forgot. [t—it's— it's a bigger number than
you'd expect for a suburb. I think it was like the biggest class in like 10 years.

PB: What extracurriculars did you participate [in]— work included?
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MC: Uh, the NHS—The National Art Honors something—I think—uh, because I did a lot of art
stuff in high school and my art—the art teachers grew a liking to me so they asked me to join
the club. Uh, that was senior year. That was the first time during all of schooling that I actually
felt like— I guess a connection to the school because I hated all the extracurricular stuff. I did
that just because I also added stuff for my college applications. [—I uh, I did a lot of volunteer
work for that which we would try to gather the community through art, um, also from that,
junior year I had joined Environmental Club. At first I did it for extra credit, then I just kind of
started liking it so I kept going and all it was is we would um—we would gather all the
recyclables after school because the— I guess we were just trying to help the janitors—would
gather all the recyclables after school and put them in the recycling bin outside. I did that
halfway through junior year and, uh, I did it sometimes during senior year. My schedule is a
little busy because I also had work. Junior year is when I started working at uh, Walmart and I
still work there to this day, but um, yeah, those are about it.

PB: How did your dream occupation change from freshman to senior year?

MC: Well, actually always had the same dream occupation since eighth grade. Since eighth
grade, I had—just in general— wanted to work with the camera and it's still like that to this day.
People ask me, “Why do you want to work with film?”” And I'd say, “well, I also want to work
photography. I don't care what it is. I’'ll work T.V. I don't care.” Um, since eighth grade I just
wanted to work with a camera, work with a camera, work with the camera, and I uh, I kept
doing it.

PB: How old were you when you first touched, held, used, a camera?

MC: Um, it's weird because [—when I was like twelve— is when I just became obsessed with
the idea of it. I would just—I'd watch a lot of skate videos, a lot of music videos, and a lot of
uh— I would look at—Ilike [snaps finger]— like my favorite rappers, Rolling Stone articles and
stuff, and that would give me a lot of like, the photography. And um, I was at first, I was like—I
was one of those guys who was like, Okay, I need an expensive camera in order to do all this,’
um, and then in— at Renaissance I joined journalism, because I wanted to be their photographer
and finally the uh, the teacher who ran that class saw a lot of potential in me I guess. He saw that
I wanted to do this so he was like, “okay, I'm making my photographer. I haven't even seen any
of your stuff, but I'll do it.” So he gave me his camera and I think it was Holo— Halloween of
like 2013 or 2014 when I first got a camera and um, it felt really refreshing because I had finally
got this camera and I thought, Okay, let's see if I'm good at this. And I took way too many pic—
more pictures than he wanted, and um, he liked all of them.

PB: What did your parents think of your newfound passion or just passion through high school?
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MC: They always supported me through it. They always told me that I can do it and they still
tell me to this day that there's nothing that's impossible.

PB: Who were your mentors growing up? (13:55)

MC: Uh, I'd say the biggest one is just my dad because um, my family has been through a lot so
I obviously can relate to him because I like to ask him—nowadays, since I'm older and he's
older I can ask him questions about my childhood and he'll answer them to be now. Um, then
just because, you know, a lot of stuff has happened with him and me. Um, my bigger—my older
brother—uh just because he's my older brother and who doesn't look up to their older brother?
Um, he's taught me a lot as well and I've taught him a lot and I think that's— that's why I see
him as a mentor, because I taught him a lot and the same with my dad— I've taught my dad a
lot. Um, and recently uh one of my best friends just because um, it's, it's just weird to me that I
could connect with a person who is so different.

PB: Um-hm. And what were your expectations when you graduated from high school?

MC: I expected it to be a lot crappier.

PB: How so?

MC: —I, I guess it's just because I didn't expect my parents to support me as much as they are.
Um, my dad helps me as much as he can and even when I tell him, “No you buy yourself this.
You don't need to buy me this,” he'll still help me out with something either with my textbooks
or a concert ticket or gas money. Um, but I guess it's also because I haven't uh—I'm not doing it
the dumbest way, I guess, like I'm not taking out $50,000 worth of loans yet but um yeabh, it's
just not as crappy as that expected to be.

PB: And how many siblings do you have?

MC: I have five brothers and one sister. Um, one is older than me. The rest are all younger.

PB: Right. What colleges did you visit during your college search?
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MC: (Laughs) The only one I visited was Columbia College.

PB: (Laughs)

MC: My dream school was always uh School of Art—the Art Institute in Chicago, but um, I
didn't visit any because I—I thought I wasn't going to go to college—uh

PB: —interesting. And why is that?

MC: I had a lot of— coming out of high school—I, I wanted to just go into business because |
thought that was an easy route and I was already good at business because [an] extracurricular
activity—I forgot about actually—I did DECA [Distributive Education Clubs of America]—
which is uh, a like a business program where you compete with other high school students uh, in
like role playing business opportunities and stuff like that. Uh, it's like I—I was specialized
marketing and I did pretty well in it so I thought that I was just gonna—I thought that I was
either going to keep working and try to work my way up a company or something or I was
planning on maybe going to Ivy Tech and taking some business courses and getting my way
through there. But, um, my mind changed really, really fast.

PB: When did you change your mind about going to Columbia for film, rather than going to
college for business.

MC: I changed my mind like— only like two months before the semester began. I was
applied—I, I had applied to Ball State for their um, telecommunications program um and I
had— I"d been accepted, but I had don none of my financial aid, I had done nothing um and I—I
was finally I was at work and I was about my dad had just send money to my bank account so I
could send um my—my I guess confirmatio I guess you could call it to actually attend Ball State
and I was just sitting there thinking like, I don't think this is at all what I wanted to do and I told
my dad and he said, “Okay, do whatever you want.” And the only other school I had in my mind
was Columbia, so I applied to Columbia that same day. A week later I accepted the offer of
coming here.

PB: Did you decide on being a filmmaking major immediately when you came into Columbia or
did you decide on something else?

MC: Yeah, it was immediate. I thought to myself, if I was gonna go to school for anything—If
I'm going to art school why not just go for filmmaking? What I wanted to do.
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PB: What did you do leading up to the summer before college?

MC: Uh, me and my best friends all kept saying to ourselves that this is kind of like our last
summer as children—that's what we would keep saying over and over again. I had gotten in a
camera from school because I begged uh—I begged one of our liking news teachers to let me
have a camera and he let me keep one— like an old mini DV camera and I took that around
everywhere [ went and I uh, filmed as much as possible. So [——me and my friends, we would go
out to parks, we would go out to trails, we would—half of the time, not even be in our own
house that night. We would stay over at someone's house—we would see as many movies
together as possible. We would do as much as possible together. We all worked at Walmart so
that was even better. Um, [ worked as much as possible um. We were just trying to be outside of
our own houses as much as possible um and I filmed everything and I made it—at first, [ was
just filming, just to do it, but then [——I—I interviewed one of my friends and I thought, Wow,
this actually feels really cool and then a week later I was like, Hey, maybe I should interview all
of my friends with this narrative of this is our last summer children. And so I did that with all of
my friends and I filmed everything and then I kind of made it into like this mini—not mini—it's
a long like two and a half hour documentary of my summer with my best friends and I just
showed it to them and they all liked it. And I— I still haven't like, shown anybody else it, but I
don't know if anyone else will ever see it.

PB: What year did you start Columbia?

MC: I started in 2019.

PB: What were you most excited for um, about starting college?

MC: Independence. Uh, as a kid, my dad always told me that out of all my brothers, I'm the
most independent out of all of them. I was always the one who wanted to do my own thing—not
asked for help. And I'd always—I'd always told my parents that after high school I was moving
out so yeah, I was excited for independence.

PB: What on-campus or off-campus extracurriculars were you a part of—or are you a part of?
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MC: I'm not a part of anything at Columbia, just because I — never really nothing interests me
very much but um during Columbia, something I started doing with one of my friends from
Brownsburg who also attended Columbia, was we started a podcast. Um, so that's like the only
thing I'm doing outside of school.

PB: What is the podcast name and what is it about?

MC: Uh, it's titled “Enter Sandman" and we talk about Adam Sandler and his movies because
after we watched “Uncut Gems,” we both realized that we have an enormous amount of respect
for Adam Sandler. Um, so we watch his movies and every week we talk about the movie—plus,
like what he was going through at that time of his life.

PB: What was the last thing you remember doing on campus?

MC: I remember running out of the building as soon as class was over, because I thought, Okay,
I gotta go home and pack.

PB: When did you first become aware of the coronavirus?

MC: Um, it was on a Thursday, I believe— like the last Thursday day of classes. Uh, we were
all uh discussing a film that we had just watched in class and it was—it was weird that week
because that week it was like kind of gloomy and everyone was saying class will probably be
cancel, class probably be cancelled, and that professor had just said uh in the beginning of the
class—he had said that um he expects an email soon and at the end of class— like five minutes
before class was over, uh, some kids—I see some kids in front of me like talking like— and
looking, pointing at their phone, pointing at their phone and uh, one of the—I was like, what
happen—T{they] just finally said like, “Yeah classes are cancelled for the next like three weeks.
We're going online.”

PB: What were your initial thoughts to that?

MC: I was actually really happy because um my dad was kind of— he was keeping me up a lot
and I knew that it definitely wouldn't have been smart—even if classes weren’t cancelled—I
probably would have still tried to like find a way to get out of here...get out of Chicago—just
because I thought that it was probably a terrible place to be during a virus just because I uh
relied so heavily on public transportation and it's a huge city with a lot of people in it.
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PB: What did other family members think about the announcement of campus closing?

MC: Well my dad immediately thought, Okay, come home right now tonight, but uh, I had a—1I
still had stuff to do. I also had already offered my friend a ride back to Brownsburg um because
we both were expecting for classes to be canceled so I had to wait for him because his classes—
he had classes on that Friday, um which I didn't, and um, so my dad really wanted me to come
home as fast as possible. My—my older brother was pretty happy because he said that we’d—
I'd be able to be home early for Christmas—not Christmas break for summer break, and spring
break. Um, and my grandmother and my family that I live with down there were—they were
kind of worried, just because they thought that hopefully I hadn't um came in contact with the
virus and bringing it home to them.

PB: Where were you when you learned Columbia was transitioning to E-learning?

MC: I don't remember honestly (laughs). I think I was already here in Indiana so I must have
been home doing something.

PB: How did the announcement of campus closure impact your living situation?

MC: Um, well, thankfully, I'm blessed enough that I had— in Chicago—I had a car. I brought
my car from Brownsburg. So it affected—I—I obviously could come back home to Brownsburg
very quickly so that— it affected me in that way. I had to come to Brownsburg but um honestly,
it felt no different just because whenever I'm on break or on a weekend where I feel like I want
to come back home, I could come back home whenever I want.

PB: How long did it take you to move out from your grandma's in Chicago to Brownsburg—the
home in Brownsburg?

10
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MC: Yeah, it took me two days. Uh, the Thursday was announced, I had packed up a little bit,
but [ knew my friend uh wanted to come with me because I had, you know, invited him uh and
then we also —we took the risk— earlier on that semester, there was a film festival going on at
the Music Box [Theatre] in Chicago—the 70 millimeter festival and we had bought the season
pass so we were trying to go to as many—take as many movies as possible and that weekend
were— they were showing the one movie that we both really, really wanted to see and this—I
believe, on Friday or Thursday was the same thing. It was like the one movie we both really,
really wanted to see. So we're like, you know what, let's take the risk. And so (laughs) we um,
we had went—I—I believe was on Thursday we had went to one showing and they told us, “Oh,
you know, because of the whole corona thing we're limiting seats so you can't come in.” And we
were both really really mad because that's the move we wanted to see. So we went to go and get
a pizza and I was like, Hey, let's go try again. Let's just do it. So we went and tried again and the
guy was like, “Oh you're season pass holders. Yeah, we have seats for you.” So we were—we
were both in kind of like a gloomy mood because of the whole corona thing, but we're also in a
very happy mood because of that. And then on Saturday we both went to see the movie we
really, really wanted to see. Um, and it felt different—very different because the theater was not
as packed as we were expecting it to be because they had limited seating, but, um, yeah.

PB: Would you say that was like the tip of the iceberg for um the events that were— that were
to come—that would be cancelled?— or adjusted?

MC: Yeah, yeah. Um, for me, yeah, I'd say so just because um while it felt limited and it also
really didn't. I was like, Oh, this theater is still packed for a 750 seat theater. Um, yeah, that was
a tip of the iceberg for it just because a lot— a lot more to came.

PB: Did your friend that you drove back to Brownsburg also have items to bring back?

MC: Yeah. He, um—so I didn't, I didn't bring back very much. I just brought back like half—I'd
say a little more than half of my wardrobe. I only had like a duffel bag and a—one big suitcase
um, and he brought back like— at first he was just going to bring back his clothes in the
essentials, but then he thought, I'm probably not going to come back so why not take like
everything? So, um, my car was packed like to the roof— it was packed. It was very—Iike there
was no more space at all.

PB: What did you do during spring break, which was the two weeks after— I guess it was the
week after those two week hiatus?

11
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MC: Um, so [ um, at that point [ was already working so I was just working, staying at home...
And uh, oh, whoa, whoa, hold on—mno—at that point I was sick I think. Uh I think I was sick at
that point so I wasn't doing anything. I was at home, laying in bed. Uh yeah, I think that's the
week I was sick actually.

PB: What type of sickness did you have?

MC: I—I (laughs) don't know what it was. Um, my dad had his work. He's in the—he's an
essential worker. He's an auto body technician, but that week they said, “Hey everybody stay
home because two of our workers are sick. We don't know what with, but they're sick.” So he
stood home, and both me and my dad had the same symptoms. We—we think it's a flu. We
thought, possibly the coronavirus— we had no idea, um. I had never had the flu before so it
could have been the flu, because I had never felt that way ever before. We have no idea what it
was. It felt like a lot of things mixed together.

PB: You had talked about working at Walmart. How is your job there affected by the
coronavirus?

MC: Um, so starting— since last week, we've had to wear facemasks. Um, I am a car pusher so
I work outside so I already wear gloves, but um they obviously urged everyone to wear gloves.
We used to be a twenty-four hour Walmart, we now close at eight thirty. Um, every time we
clock into work we have to check-in. Um they take our temperature, they give us a mask, they
ask— they have like a questionnaire for us— asks, like uh, if we've had any symptoms, if we've
been out of the state, if we know anybody with symptoms, stuff like that. Um, it— it’s felt— it’s
just felt different like the customers are in a different mood, I guess. Um, there's also like gates
up at the front entrance, just in case we fulfill the capacity and people need to stand in line. Uh,
yeah, just felt a little bit more empty—it's been a little, a little easier, but at the same time I"'m
also seeing like how dumb people are being there during this virus. There's people who wear
masks to the store, but they don't wear gloves. Um, there's people bringing their kids out— all
their kids to the store. There's people who are bringing their grandmother to the store. Um,
there's a lot of things that I'm noticing because of the customers.

PB: How does it feel being an essential worker during this time?
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MC: I—I feel very lucky because I do have a paycheck to help myself and my family, um, it just
feels really different because I feel like I'm making mistakes at work um, like maybe I shouldn't
be this nice to the customers or um, there are certain points when I go in to grab a water, grab a
Red Bull or something, and I'm standing really close to someone and then there have been times
where people look back at me and give me dirty looks and like, “I'm so—I'm so sorry— I'm so
sorry.” It's hard to get used to it—you know—the whole six-feet thing. It feels—I feel lucky—
[but] at the same time sometimes I'm like thinking maybe I should just stay home.

PB: How has your family adjusted to the coronavirus?

MC: Um, well, the past month we have all been staying home—Ilike only going out for groceries
and like gas and whoever's working um, because as well as most of my friends working
there...um, my older brother works there and my younger brother who just turned sixteen also
works at Walmart. So four of us in the house all have jobs um, but we've all been staying home
and the only thing that's really different within our household is the food we eat. We don't—
sometimes we eat like super plane stuff, sometimes we'll have to eat—Ilike I've never ever once
have ever ate fru—fruit from my can at home but like I've been doing that a lot recently. Um,
but recently, my dad has been allowing some of me and my siblings to um, like hang out with
friends, I guess. Uh, my first time hanging out with my friends in a while was Saturday, just
because it was a really, really, really nice day. None of us have came in contact with the virus
that we know of. Um, we all—uh, two of those people— three of those people are essential
workers. Two of them work at the same Walmart that I do so if they came in contact with
anyone so if [.——um, we kind of just thought about and said to ourselves, I don't—I don't think
any of us are bad right now, so why not, and we we didn't go anywhere. We went outside to a
trail for a really long time, um. My dad has just started allowing some of my siblings to uh, like
see their friends, but he's—he's like telling them, “Don't go—you know—to, to eat, don't go to
Walmart. Stay outside. Don't stay in like these people's homes,” and stuff like that.

PB: How do the safety precautions um, differ from where you are now to how they are in
Chicago?

MC: I—I honestly haven't been keeping up to date with um, like the lockdown rules, but I'm
guessing that Chicago's are a little bit more strict than mine. Currently, Indiana's putting in
place, like a three month program—Iike four stage program of coming out of the lockdown, but
I believe Illinois is as well so it might not differ too much. Um, but just recently, I think my
county is starting to allow more nonessential businesses to open. Um, I don't think it's strict
enough that— that's—Ilike the—yeah—

PB: What would you hope your state— your even town— would do to make it stricter?
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MC: I would hope that we honestly—a thing that I keep saying to myself is, Why are all these
like food places open? I understand that, like they um—some people don't have time to go to the
grocery store, but I don't know. I don't see how a KFC is an essential, but the BMV isn't. [—I
think that there's just some things that shouldn't be considered essential that are. And there's a lot
of ways to bypass them. [—I was driving the other day and I saw that— that a vapes store was
open and I was wondering, Why is that open? Then, I noticed a huge sign in the front that said,
“We sell masks.” So I think there's a lot of laws that are easy to get around and there's a lot of
places that probably shouldn't be open.

PB: How many of your family members are at risk of the coronavirus being fatal if they
contracted it?

MC: Um, well, a lot of my siblings are asthmatic. My mother had has some bad asthma. She's
a—she's not like old—so um, there's that, but she had some bad asthma. A lot of my siblings
have asthma, but they're not showing any symptoms—are not going out either, um. My dad is
forty-five. He doesn't have any health issues, uh. He's a healthy man, so luckily no—none of my
family have any serious risks.

PB: What does a typical day look like for you when you're in quarantine with your family?

MC: Oh, well it’s usually—I think everyone’s sleep schedules messed up, but I try to wake up
by like ten or eleven. This past week has been failing and I wake up at like twelve, but um, I try
to wake up. I try to eat. I clean around the house because all my siblings don't wake up till like
two because everyone sleep—everyone goes to sleep so late. I try to clean up the house. [— at
that point, if the house is still, quiet, I try to do homework, but it's impossible for me to do
homework with a bunch of stuff going on. Um, I'd say from there, I try to do some homework
once my siblings wake up. I'll play PlayStation or something and then at four, I go to work—
from four to nine I work— and then I come back home, take my—uh, I—I recently I've been
exercising a lot so I do—I try to do like a bunch of push ups and then I take my shower and then
I either watch movies until like 5 a.m. or I play PlayStation with my friends until like 5 a.m.

PB: How has your relationship with your parents changed now that you're there 24/7?

MC: Um, well, I only live with my dad because my— my parents separated. Um, I don't come
in contact with my mom as much uh, so there's that. And my— with my dad I think I've just
grown to understand him a lot more. Um, it's hard being home after being away for so long. It
feels really different and I still have to adjust, um and—my dad has started to point that out—
that [ act certain ways that I probably shouldn't act because I forget that I'm here with my six
siblings. Um—but yeah, I’ve just grown to understand my father a lot.
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PB: Does your mom also live in Brownsburg now or is she somewhere else?

MC: Oh, she's somewhere else, but it's— it's very, very, very close it's still in Indianapolis.

PB: Let's circle back to you said online learning— schooling—And so what issues have you had
with E-learning. What do you like—

MC: I—

PB: —What do you not like?

MC: Uh, I—I really, really am not good at online learning, um. I just think that there's a lot of—
I have one professor who has not changed the course whatsoever, um. And I was already
struggling in that class because I personally didn't like it so I'm struggling even more now—
that's the only class that I've chosen the pass/fail on—the rest I’ve kept the grading because [—
like in this class in particular, Oral History, I'm doing perfectly fine in it. She—our professor,
Dr. McCarthy, she graciously lowered the amount of work we have to do, um. And all the work
that we did have to do was very easy. Um, I’d—it's just really hard for me because it's—I was
already struggling to concentrate in class so now, outside of class, I have no motivation at all to
do it just because I see my laptop. I could just close it anytime I want.

PB: How do you maintain a work life balance or how have you tried to?

MC: You mean with like uh, work and school work?

PB: Yeah, or all three with—you know—your home life and your essential work and your
school work.
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MC: Well, I guess I'm kind of just have days where I naturally do my work like um, today
would be one because I have a class— a Zoom class at 2 p.m. um. Today, I would naturally just
like do work for that class if I need to, but uh it's usually just on the weekends, where I do
homework because I work Monday through Friday and I can't get quiet in the house—Monday
through Friday— but Saturday through Sunday I could—somehow it's weird, I can get quietness
on the weekend um. It's—it's,—I mean it's easy when it comes to work I could balance that out
easily, but it's just the homework. I um— I have—it's not that I don't have time. It's that I don't
have quiet time.

PB: What classes have been the hardest to transfer online in your opinion?

MC: Well, all of my classes are pretty easily transferable. I'd say the one class is the one class
I'm struggling on. It's uh, it’s um, like uh, I don't even remember what class—that’s how much I
hate it. Um, it's like a screenplay class kind of—uh, like an analysis class of screenplays and
stuff, but, uh, I think it's because that class was my only—really class— that really, really relied
heavily on lectures um, because with oral history it's as easy as if you miss a day of class, you
could just read the chapter and you probably will get the basic information of what we learned
that day. Um, and my, like film analysis classes are easy because all I need to do is watch a
movie, then talk about it. Um, As well as my professor has recorded lectures so, listen to ten
minutes of lecture before the movie, watch the movie, listen to ten minutes after the movie— of
the lecture of and write down a discussion. It's only that it's only that class. I think just because
of how many assignments we had, and my professor chose not to lower the amount of
assignments that we have right now.

PB: What resources did you rely on at Columbia the most?

MC: I relied on the library a lot. Um, I got a lot of movies from my—from the library um, but
now [ have to rent them. Um, I also from time to time, I would uh take copies of stuff at the
library. Yeah, that's only—the only real big resource that I relied on.

PB: What ways has the college supported you in this transition to online learning.

MC: Well, they offered the pass/fail option um and I only use that for one of my five courses.
Um, [—I—not the college itself, but my professors at the college have been very
communicative uh these past weeks um, even more than usual which is funny to me. Um, but
they—I think most of my professors have been very, very understanding—that's—that's like the
biggest amount of support that I've gotten from the college.
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PB: What are some positives about online learning and what are some negatives about online
learning? You've touched briefly upon the negatives but anything positive that you have found?

MC: Positives, I think it's—for the people who can work anywhere that's great for them. They
can choose their own environment. They can work when they want, where they want. Um, |
think that's another big positive is timing uh. You can wake up late in the morning and do your
homework. You don't have to wake up early for class or lecture. If you missed a lecture you can
listen back to it um. The Zoom calls are very helpful. I uh only have like two classes that
actually attend because the other one, we're just kind of—1I'd rather not attend um—I mean,
yeah, positives—it's just I guess location timing and stuff like that. Negatives, [— it's really hard
for some people to concentrate. I can't concentrate at my own home. I can't. It's impossible for
me unless there's quiet and with six other people usually here with me it's really hard. Um, yeah,
it's hard.

PB: What concerns do you have about classes resuming online if they do in the fall?

MC: Uh, well it’d just be hard to even like, want to start school for me. Uh, I don't know if I'd
even want to come back if the classes were online personally.

PB: What would you do instead?

MC: I'd either continue working and take the semester off or maybe I would um—maybe I
transferred Ivy Tech uh, just so I can get some more of my core classes out of the way.

PB: How does the end of the year celebration, Manifest, now that it's virtual, affect how you will
be able to participate in it?

MC: (Laughs) Oh, well um, to be completely honest with you, I never uh was excited—were
excited for Manifest... so there's that—probably wouldn't have attended anyways but um, it's
interesting to me because just me and my friend the other day, we're talking about—we saw the
email where people are asking for Tik Toks for Manifest and I don't know—it just makes me
feel weird about the festival because I had already—I’d already wasn't interested and it's
probably sounds super pessimistic to say, but I'm now have even less interest on it uh, just
because of all this.

PB: Yeah. What do you miss most about being on campus?
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MC: I missed the train rides. I am a—I love— I'm a sucker for public transportation. I love—I
love the train. I love the bus. I love walking from train to train. I love it. And I miss that so
much.

PB: What has kept you motivated during your time at home during all this?

MC: Do you mean for class or just like the future?

PB: The—the future.

MC: What has kept me motivated—I guess—just wanting to go back out into the world. Um, it's
going to happen eventually. Eventually, we're going have to go back and to our regular routine.
Um, that's—that’s— what keeps you motivated a lot as well as wanting to create. Recently, I've
had like a creative splurge in my head and I haven't had that in a while, so that's—that's keeping
me motivated as well.

PB: When you keep up with the coronavirus updates, what media or news outlets do you turn
to?

MC: Whatever my dad usually turns to uh, so that's usually uh, CNN. Um, my dad actually
watches like everything, so like CNN, Fox—it depends what he wants to watch that day um. I
haven't been keeping up with the virus stuff recently just because it's really easy to see on social
media. It's easy to go on your Twitter trending and find out what's new today. Um, I've used
Apple News a lot just because it always pops up in the morning usually um, and whatever
resources those have because it has all the publications. Um, I think social media is probably the
biggest one. That's where I learned mostly everything.

PB: Who do you talk to about any fears you have regarding the coronavirus?

MC: Um, I talk to my dad about it a lot because we have pretty similar opinions on the—the
virus and how we're going to recover and how we should start recovering. Uh also, one my—
just my friends like my best friends because most of them share the same opinions as me on the
virus—and their fears as well.
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PB: Let's see—and looking back at all of this, what do you think Colombia should have done
differently?

MC: I was lucky enough to live off of campus so uh, the whole housing stuff wasn't complicated
for me, but uh from talking to people and interviewing people it looks like the—that Columbia
should have handled—the housing, a little bit differently. Um, just because it seemed like it
was— it happened kind of in a rush, as well as like the RA stuff. I heard that the RAs might not
have been treated very well. They might have been doing stuff that made them uncomfortable.
Um, so that's something. Um, right now, I think that the whole grading thing could have been
handled a little better. Um, I chose pass/fail for a class, but I could still get failed—doesn't mean
I'm going to get passed um so that'll be a waste of time and money. Um, I think that Columbia
should’ve—should—not should’ve—should still possibly give us a partial refund on our tuition.
Um, I don't think they're considering that at this point. Yeah—those are the big—big things that
I could think of—oh, actually, I think that if they would have done it, maybe two days ahead it
probably would have made things a little bit better as well for the students.

PB: How has the coronavirus affected your view of what hope is?

MC: Um. Well, for me, it's kind of—I'm— I'm pessimistic on a lot of things sometimes so I
think with my family and my friends I'm hopeful, but when I see what people are still doing, like
people still act like it's normal outside, it makes me lose a lot of hope. Um, for example, the
spring breakers in Florida—that really, really disappointed me and it showed me how typical
Americans are. Um, so [—I think the country as a whole makes me lose a little hope, but the
way that my fam—my friends and my family are starting to deal with it makes me super
hopeful.

PB: What aspects of life did you take for granted before the virus?

MC: Um. Quiet. Quiet. I took quiet for granted because I need it now and I can get it and I had a
lot of quiet um back in Chicago and I didn't take it for granted— I mean, I took it for granted.

PB: How do you feel about the future moving forward with work, with school, with your
personal life?
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MC: I think a lot is going to change for me uh when it comes to school. I'm starting to rethink
my schooling a little bit. I also want to be in the film industry so the film industry is being hit
hard right now um. No one knows what— what's going to happen. There's so many movies
being delayed. There's so many productions being delayed. People are worrying now about
how— if sets will be different now so if— if I do continue to do this my job will eventually be
affected. Thank God I have Walmart because they still have a job so hopefully that won't be
affected anytime soon. I think it's just my schooling that will be affected the most because I am
starting to question now if I will want to go back to Colombia if it's going to switch to online.

PB: What else would you like to add that I didn't ask you?

MC: I don't—I don't— I don't —I don't think there's anything really.

PB: Thank you.
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