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Karyn Allee-Herndon, PhD
45th Annual  GERA Meeting, October 2, 2020

Is it “just” a methods course? 
Developing elementary 
teachers’ social justice 
advocacy competency



Study Design & Objectives
Study Design Study Objectives

Purposive sampling of elementary teacher 
candidates (ETCs) in ELA/writing methods class 
(n = 61)

Content analysis of integrated thematic units

ETCs grouped into Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs) for instruction

Measured using Buchanan’s Social Justice 
Continuum

Collaborative culminating course project = 
integrated ELA/SS/SJ thematic unit

Annotated bibliography
Pre- and post-test Quizlet
Accompanying lesson plans
Expository/narrative writing prompts
Ready-to-go activities
Centers across the content areas
Overall unit

Two members of the team (not instructors of 
the course) analyzed the units, coding for 
aligned practices to the stages of the 
continuum à

Then the other two members of the team 
repeated this process for increased 
validity and decreased bias à

Coding and comparative analysis 
occurred within unit elements and 
across unit plans



Breakdown of Sample Population

First Section (n = 30) Second Section (n = 31)
PLC 1 American Revolution

1 A♀, 1 B♀, 1 H♀, and 2 W♀
Civil Rights Movement
1 H♀ and 3 W♀

PLC 2 Community 
1 H♀, 3 W♀, and 1 W♂

Great Depression
2 H♀ and 2 W♀,

PLC 3 Establishment of US Government
1 B♀, 1 B♂, and 3 W♀

Holocaust
2 B♀, 1 H♀, and 3 W♀

PLC 4 Immigration
1 H♀,1 H♂, and 3 W♀

Immigration
1 A♀, 1 H♀, and 3 W♀

PLC 5 State, Capitals, and Facts 
1 H♂ and 4 W♀

Renaissance
2 H♀ and 4 W♀

PLC 6 WWII in Florida
1 H♀ and 4 W♀

Women in Herstory
2 B♀ and 4 W♀



Study Background
This study/survey was born from the construct that social inequities have a long history in the 
United States and beyond, impacting our social, historical, and cultural growth, and our ability to 
create a welcoming community. Education played a salient role in the reproduction of norms of 
systemic oppression and inequitable social structures through the ideology of the 19th Century 
common schools, wherein the idea of assimilation was streamlined to a national mindset.  
Multicultural education is a response to this literal and figurative colonization of bodies and 
minds.

Social justice practices in teacher education can be understood along a continuum. At the far left 
end of the spectrum is an awareness about issues of social and educational inequity, as well as 
how schools can serve as institutions that maintain these relationships. 

These different positions on the continuum can demonstrate complexity and depth of social 
justice approaches to education, but teachers may not necessarily progress along the continuum 
in a linear fashion. Developing as a social justice educator also involves the iterative process of 
professional theorizing linking abstract general theories to personal and pragmatic ones. 



Social Justice 
Standards

For purposes of this 
study/survey, teacher 
candidates were required to 
align Teaching Tolerance’s 
Social Justice Standards to 
their Thematic Units, along 
with state standards. 

Full standards by grade level 
can be found at: 
https://www.tolerance.org/fra
meworks/social-justice-
standards

https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards


ETC’s Self-Evaluation of Thematic Units–
Which elements of the unit fell where on the continuum?



Researcher Evaluation of Text Sets –
An analysis of the units using the continuum
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION UNIT

CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT

GREAT DEPRESSION UNIT

HOLOCAUST UNIT

IMMIGRATION (B)

IMMIGRATION JTA (A)

IMPACTS OF WWII IN FLORIDA

ME IN MY COMMUNITY

RENAISSANCE

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF USA GOVERNMENT

US GOVERNMENT & THE CONSTITUTION

WOMEN IN HISTORY

Awareness Inclusive Critical Transformative



Thematic Unit Analysis Across PLCs

Awareness Inclusive Critical Transformative

44 171 25 0



Q&A
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