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¥ Abstract

Background: Pemphigus vulgaris (PV) is an autoimmune disease induced by
autoantibodies directed against cellular attachments in epithelium. The disease
in characterized by erosion and blister on skin and mucos.

Indirect immunofluorescence (IIF) test is recruited for detection and
measurement of autoantibodies produced in PV. To our knowledge. no study
has ever evaluated the correlation of salivary and serum titers of IIF.

Aims: This study aims to assess the possibility of detecting autoantibodies in
saliva and evaluate the correlation of salivary and serum titers.

Methods: 50 PV patients (25 new cases and 25 relapses of PV) were enrolled
in this study. Definite diagnosis of PV was confirmed by histopathology and
direct immunofluorescence, afterwards a questionnaire on demographic data
and disease phenotype was filled for each patient. Moreover patients were
categorized according to disease severity. Saliva and serum samples were
collected from 50 the patients and 50 healthy controls.

Results: Thirty four patients had mucocutaneous phenotype, whereas only9
and 7 patients possessed mucosal dominant and cutaneous dominant
phenotypes respectively. The sensitivity of this test was assessed 94% for
serum and 42% for saliva. According to the results, no significant correlation
was assessed between disease severity and IIF titers (P=0.05). On the other
hand a significant correlation was detected between salivary and serum
titers(P<0.05).

Conclusion: Results propose that it is possible to detect PV autoantibodies in
saliva and a correlation exists among salivary and serum values in ITF test.
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