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An Approach for Teaching the English Article System :
What and How to Teach
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Summary

This paper discusses what and how to teach English articles to Japanese learners of English.
Japanese university students, who have studied English at middle and high school for six years,
seem to have insufficient understanding of the articles. The effects of their ignorance can be
observed more saliently in writing and reading. In writing they fail to use the articles
appropriately when necessary, and in reading they often miss the intended meaning even in a
simple passage. This may be because those learners have simply learned superficial rules by

heart, without a deep understanding of the basic concepts of the articles. This paper explores an
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approach to introducing “sememe,” as proposed by Bickerton, in classroom instruction to

facilitate their acquisition of the English article system.
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I. IFCHIC

A, BOOEKT % &A% TEHEIC] (RET 57, FRMHFOENKTZLA% [IE
FEIC ) PR 2 1= DICERZREZHS> TWVWa, FHUCEDNIDET, HARDKGEHETIEIHE
DERZHTOENTWEVONEIRTH S, Hilld EEEEBIEOWEAN 55 L. (EFEED
ZLLEWCEDND ST, BEEREHICES> TLZOMMRII T THE LIFFAE . HA

NFEEG, G HEHERBIGRR A - BIMREIR, REE, BhoESE. BRI a2 R ¢ Hi
EHARCEE LT LE S DR U, RHERICITHEMIC R A 2 EAOERHHE N TV 5, KE#D
HEEDFFEICB VT E, PHRICKBHEGFADEHEN Rt THE T NI b NS, AFETHE.
Hi 5 2 B OBR, B3 WMERFOWETHAINIHS, H4 BN T %R
MRS TeDDREL L, HBoFE2TLHET S,

s E DEIA

(1) 3ETF X FTOHL

B (2016, 2018) T, ERASCHEREFRBRIZOREIC KD, Wil XU
BERNHFIFERZFICIONEDRED T &, FIEFANESNAEHAA L GAMEX0 B,
L LAERD)—IVOFERIHKE D EIDINTVWS T ExfEf Lize 22Tl HRTHIRENT
WBKFERAXETFA LT, JHidSEDK IR ENTOEZIRET L THKL S,
AT F A BT, WilZ 218D 5 B 10T [&eidiil] WS IEETHRD EiIF5h
T3, 105X—IH, HAe i DRFICEINNT VB DIE 4 X— ZHUTHi < B -
2R=IVTH%. AMtOTFAME, "FAMHORA Y F 2L FOX S I L T3,

B TERENZLDR, DFEDE D2 Hix EOFFICIE, @HAE/ “a/an’
ZE o o, BUCHITHNIZAAICHES MY 2550, HEOWZETHGE LI,
EfFAD “the” ZHTICE <,

SRR E 2R B L2 B3 L T2 0, TR TRE) / TRRE] OERICIE N
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TV,

R, AMEDT F A b OSGRIFH ORFICH < MEBEEZ RS L THE Do 2X=VIb7eh
4D TH A XDEDIATNTVAD, R, RIAREDIE TR EFAOARER
EISEHS TOBREN RV, HIZE, RGN T2 Th < ST D LWz AN S T,
RREMREIC TS 93 L)V DA Tl 735t fd DN D N H 5, K9, MERME 11322
LR 2 B IS CTHITET 2B DTH BN, ZDNWL DL FITHENTT %,

a) I bought () new bag at () department store.

b) You are always watching () videos. Why don't you reading () books?

CDRA T OMFEREE, RIEGEZ UIC#E Y2072 2R 2 D0 L e b %, KR
DFFEDHEFN, 2D/ 7 T/8— b, ETF, KEOFEZBUCH > TV 5 DN EEL
2R > T0D, KIS &> TE, B b ANEia e LREETH S 5. TOR, (EH]
B DENTEDEK D BRERDENDTEOMCETEHIXRETHA S, LNOREE, 3
FLNIVTHETE S DT, BEARNERGFADIL— VA T 1 4 LR T 2Id L VHEE S

A%

a) [ entered this college in order to study ( ) politics.

b) Tom, where have you been? Yesterday I telephoned you () time after time, but

nobody answered.

FRED R A TOMETIE., R T A3 iz R0 &0 S A, “time after time”
EWVIAT A A LTZF v T LTS,
HEME 213, 2 D052 5NEREOMMN S 85 5l a iR ETH 5,

a) Except for rainy days, I used to go to (school / the school) by (bicycle / the bicycle).
b) When I'm free, [ often enjoy playing (a / the) guitar.
c) A: What a pretty dress you wear!

B: Oh, thanks. To tell the truth, this is made of (paper / the paper).
A: No kidding!
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CNSORET, ' EORARNZHEFZHEE L TV 5, AiiEs by Zli> e T2 LT LR
Tld, %A B e a, @ 2Rz ] LWV BT, iz R T HaIcid “the',
MEZ R T HFIEEF EE 5, PARICIT< ] & “go to school” & WS ERMATHA 5 T &M
2\ “go to a school / the school” I3 F 272V Oh, ElARICHAZfi> 7256 ED X 5 Bk
KRB MCBiND & XKW THA S, Bilic L THhmzisibd s LIk D, “go to school”
. ERAKROBRETH 2FEDOH L LU TERIITSEEICHVS, L L, & UARMESER
FEATNCHE SN, FRICKREITL D THNE, ERidRNERLAMEHENE THA 5,

HEME 3, A T7A N ZBEICRFHE X 2T 28D THAEH. 3L L acup of’. “a
glass of”. “a piece of” DX 5 HARAEAFNATT 2 EFADA T 4 4 LOHHZH TS,
A, FEETEY T AERT a () coffee” ICEH L. ZEMHIC “cup of” LAY %0 AT ART
FEEAA=D 5 X, BARNGHRGEA T 4 4 L2IE A 5METH 5,

RBRICHEME41E. GADNTE3FEEAVTHEFETERIT A L2 RDD, ZORE HEIC
JEC Tz EHWVDONRA Y N TH 5,

(f71) [ books / sold / bookstore | —  Books are sold at a bookstore.

5 Z 507z "books” “sold” “bookstore” Z{fi> TREGICH B K 5 HR2(FHME TH 5, #ER
ENTVBIRENRE —WRNTH A 5D, TEAE “books” WIEHFAD L E TWVNDH, 758
“bookstore” IC ANE i G 2 1 B D &S BN EE TH %, “The books are sold at the
bookstore” £V ERNH > TeHE. ThziRD ERET DN, B ARETH B LT 5755,
PHENARLBICER UIEC EZIBATOVBDZE E S5 TR 5D, BEEIREN AT Re s R
BIC, WYRT 40—y TERAIRTH A5,

(2) FEDERE

Tl HFEEREOEEEF TR CHICT 2. [RE /AR TRRE JERE) L5t
R FBICAER ES A TWADIES 5 W, BEER1D 2 MERFE Y A TT V7 — 21T,
EDXSFIGEIC "', “the’, ez V202 BlICiddE¥re, UITE, ANEida a” O
EHICBIT BEIED—ECTH B (PHRIZEHICE D)

—EREADFHIT DI B, e.g. tree, chair, table, watch, book
PEEZEDIC, CUT—ELHTETWERWVE)

RN T ETZHERIC, M1 TS & X,

d. —RNGEEZRT L E, 1 DOMEERZIETDOTIEERL, 1 DOBERZIRET L&,
e. [BBN] &M [HBPE] EMEVTEVEE,

oo

o
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f. =D& T il L i,
g. “a/an” XAEAE (HED OFNCDE, FAIEAFHDICIE DN E,

e.g. astudent, a picture vs. sheep. carp

a) M Htree, chair, table, watch, book®D X 5 RN [—f#GA] L LTEEBENTWA T &
Wb, SGEETIE, Hellda]EAGE &R BRI KRIE N, bookdD & 9 Zfigild Al H A
FlE LT MBS ICBEINTWED, EGBZ5L Tl EWo HEET EEH
Fl DT ERBLTWS BN,
7z b) O REEE) L WO HERICBET 2B ETH 20, [XUT—EEHTE TWIRWIE,

MM T E 72 HEEIC ) FRENTHRMIZDERTHEA DN TV S, d) ORFAHZEE LTOM
FRICBI L Tk, BEMIC QISR H SN (eg “a dog). “the” + HEFG “the dog” & #E%K
#5 “dogs” I K BMDKFAEE D=2 7 YV ADEZEIIRL TNBDIEA S . e). DS
Wi IR HERIC R £ O . NEREE “a” OIRANGEESIEZ 5N TR, e, g) D[R
SAATEAGICE T B I E AL T0a K2 Ic@Bbns,

I, &t “the” DREICE T 2 EIEDO—EZMENT %, (THRITEEICK D)

FEE e

. theld [ZD~] LRI ENTES,

o) EFZ2EDICDLTENZY,

. BT E e T, 2 BIHEOE CHFORIC DT %,
e. MOHIMNE & XEDMHDHN SHEZ/EW,

f. TR, BREIETRESNTNS L&,

Iread a book. vs. Iread the book my brother bought.

o o T @

Egtan “‘the” OFIRICIE. TBRE L. MFiE) OBEXZIAMEICHIET 5 2 EMWRA[RTH %, 2
Aoy THNCHTER] = TREEL L0 KWL TWEEE WS, iz, [2EIHDE
I T EIAFACDT B ) TEARAIAL BIRETIE CTREEN TS L&) &) KSIT TRVE L
MRFE ) WS BER TR ERRi B2 REIC LB L THARN T EADN %,

Zofth, & EROWT. “play” DBDIKIEDH](e.g. play the guitar), “the’+ JEEFAT [~DAX ]
(e.g. the poor) %F, fH4 DREZFA LA W, —77 [RATEAE. EERIC “the” Z
D51, TBE, FOYICE ‘the’ ZDF7EV] LWV BEHEL T (RHCRES> O #fgLTw
B EEB Ve, T, S TrEFAMAED, e ORRREAITA B Lz TR LT
ATEIFERTIIENTED 5D
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(M T7IorTYbiZA4T4VYT

AFRDOHFTT T Ty NEAE=F 0TI T4 T THAHM, IRODIOEELENS
DEITAT 4 VT THBD, AE—F VT RHRGERECE D OMER EOFEZZ T DN, T
AT« Y TRBICRABIETHES, FHOHFAD X S HEH T 712 F2Ebawita Tld, 28
BORGFHEZ L DA BBHL NS, TTTRIAT 4 V7R NS HRNFZEE DM 2
M9 %o

AARNZERBECERNICZ CAENZ DI, HeFDBE TH 5. LN, ANERFMREOH T
BB

[ want to be (an) honest person -

SR

It was (a) holiday -+

o

[ had (an) opportunity -
d. When [ was (a) junior high school student, -

YR ZEDHHWMAENZEDE UTHAT HEE HECTH S a3 Eua T3k elahdgs
BHTH %, NEHADIEIE, FIREICZ RENSHAITH D, i, AL, Erdafiiig D
BIcH%,

a. We are not (the) same person -
b. Twas (the) captain of (the) student council.

c. (The) mandarin was a partner in my high school life.

same DFD the XL BT VA, “the same” &\ 5 ERGEA] & LT S G DIRINTH
%5, Flo, FROERRF 1D, FRZORE—ANCREETNZDT, ERFANLETH S,
REOHICTIE, BRORINCLTWEEDNT VXYV ThHB WD Bl N\&icH T
20T, XD ERF “the” » “this” 75 EDIERIEAGFNRO 5N 5, Bidg & 135Dt DiE |
EAICBIL CTid. FEEORBRTIZZ OFNE D | REGRFADOIETHSMN I D BEEICH 5N S,

()1 Ty b V=7427
Ric, AV Ty bDAFNTH2Z ) —T « VT BT 2l DFE2 R THE S, TTTR,
A DHEAMNBERINA DR Tedic, EiR) —7 ¢ Y THHESNT L - 72z 2 DNy
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%o LU, 1 HELEOMMETIGEE Y Z ABusiness English DIFETF A McH B ) —T 1 > 778y
‘t"_“\/\\(“%%o

... Today there are hundreds of deal-of-the-day sites - Singapore holds the record in Asia
with over 60 different sites. But the best known and most successful deal-of-the-day site
worldwide is Groupon, which offers cut-price deals on everything from restaurants to
watches and vegetables. The company started in Chicago, Illinois, in the US, in 2008 and
now has over 10,000 employees. The company’s name comes from “group” and

“coupon’....
(Business Plus 2, p.51)

ATHEE, 8y L=V THHAETN TV S REA BT M2 O 5 BEhdH %, ZDOH
T. #5710, 000DEMT 5 E D2 EEICEZ SNTFZEITISAH, DI 5ANTH-T N
IEfflE. DIANC &S D “The company” AY Groupon Zf§9 L B CE -7 LICRRKE LT
Weo X, T “The company” ZIWEIDEETH 2 LA Tz, HEDRINCH 2 Ew
i “the” DfFfEZ AR L Tz, BIENLTWERVWESICBbNS, Kz, HEE TR CHED
BOIR LB B0, Bixo &2 HOCTRHOEYZET £V D T L Z2iERd 2080
HA5, HAETHONZ, IR [41F0—]) BXEZ@ALT [41F0—] EREINZMN, K
i TlE. KFIC I the former player at Seattle Mariners (7t 7 ML U F— XHEF), the
Guinness world record holder (F 3 AMSFREERREFE) KL BRERHATATH—ICENT 5,
N, AFE—CLRFETESDIE. ‘the' NHBENETH %,

JiC, FREFE Y 5 AD World Issues 15, 0ld 0 iEta “the” 2 Rk L T2 7z dIC IERER
HRICES G o1 T e RS BIZENT % BMELT, 7 AV AD T 2 T KD HEIC
B9 % LU R OHEFR= o — ARl Szl LiFie,

US Democrats to start public impeachment hearings

US House Democrats leading an impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump's

dealings with Ukraine plan to begin public hearings next week.

House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff disclosed the information to reporters

on Wednesday.....

(NHK World News, Nov. 7, 2019)
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FHREB the information ICBIL T, #AEDZ FERE LERE L DA TW LS, EAK
BN EEMT S &, BREZEMNIELD T BAIKELTLE S, 2D “the’ DFEICK DN
TN, D ANREE R ERZ N U LR L T, T2 T, & ‘the” ICKDREED
TR, BERICERTOBEDONE [ b Z VY TRIREDY 7 54 FREROHIREZ FEL TV
TRERFRD, KENSNERETS FTETHS] VI BEREEL TS, TOEE, FhilE
WEEEMNELIE, RO THRRTND, TOLNVOEFED 12— AZHEHETH, i
DIFAEICEFHD AN TOVENE NS DI3ERET L TH S,

CD2DDOHEFIMSHEN L DI, Hid. FICEREADFENER T N TV izdic, K
FTE)—T 4 VT CBOTERGERAHEEN TS, U, dad%imico 7 71y
V—=DX57%ED, H->TEHEITEZFNULEBENIZNE W) FGAREIC—RNH 5 L Ebh
%o i3 e EE L, FHICEKOBENZL L TIFCEELERTH S L0 D BEilkdE N
TR D TIXIZNZEA D Mo

V. "N Y 2EHZRYT fcdHDiRSE

HAN DEEEFE WeEa EIHICE N TV B BURZ iR T 5 72DIC. ARG TR DR DEAR
BERZEAT 5 e itRd b, BRMNRHEFAMBHOA A RS54 & LT, Bickerton(1981)D
HET 2D EREN | DOREKE L TEZENS,

Bickerton (&R FIC 2 DOEFEZR —'REEDHERY] (specific referent) (DL FIEL TSR & [
XFOHMFR (hearer knowledge) (WL THEL THK)— Z 52, #ilZZLl D 4 DD XA S/
LTWa,

KrE DRy | B & F ORI
DOEHE (SR) | (HK)

A. K&#5 “generics”

e.g. Dogs are faithful animals.

B. FEEIEIRAE “referential indefinite”

e.g. A dog is walking along the river.

C. RRrEIERE “non-referential indefinite”

e.g. He is afraid of dogs.

D. BE “definite”

e.g. The dog that lives in the neighbor does not bark at all.

— +

+ —

+ +

ADBFRATEL TIX[—SRHHK|DEFERZ E D2, FFEDIRRYIZZW(—SR]). DF DRED
RICERLTOWERNVWEDD, FEEEE>TWVDREW D FIERAEDNHE TR SN TS (+
HK]), BORFEIFIREHIEIX[+SR—HKIOEEEZE B, HEFIERH SN TWIRWDH SR
M7zt d . BORISCTIE “a dog” DK SITERMIC DA D ZHNT W55 5 —IEDORMFIET
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% ([+SR)D, HMEFIIE EDRNEBH#HENTVAEW(—HK])o CORREEIEMRE E[—SR—HK]D
HEREZ LD, FEDIRRMIIFEE Y., MEFICLEBMENTOEY, FUIRENS &
1T, K “dogs” LW O E BN TIZVEM, FFEORICEKR L T2 DI Tid7& < ([—SRI).
2R (DX I—T) ERETNTVEL, DEDBEFICHEBEINTOEW(—HK]), 2T
“‘dogs” IZREVI FIREHICE R LTVB KM, FRETIRRIMGEE LTlbN TS 728
FFRARE L IE AR T NIRV, gD 2 A TDDOIRE L [+SRHHK|OEERN S L5 R K
1T, FREDIRRYIMFERE L, BEFICEEHEHIN TV S, FICHD “the dog” DX Hic, [FE
EORRY ZEET - FHATICHAOEDTH 2 LBEINZHAIK TREN] & REINE
Wz e %o

FRADD A TORT, FRCHBRDY —F ¢ > 7D 2 DOHFEHNC RS NIz K 5 I HANTGE
FEECEE L >TVWAEDR., mEBEDDTH 5, Eitad ‘the” WHNSNZDIE, [+SR+HK].
DX MFFEORY & THEF - HAFOH) MTHFET /AT L0 S HARER 2
EATBITE, FERGADTESIET TH D, FlolixzHE IR FEDIETENNH D .
AT L TVBIEAICIE “the” 2D % L WS JRAITHIGTE %, 7. [HKDHEIX.
EDOHZBAENZE)E L THFARME > TOBHEIX, at+BESEHF » o,
BB L TRVI RV VS FERITHISTESTHA D, TOX I EIEHT, HAANTGES
BEDTAT 4V TICZ S AN ZHFANEZHIRL TV T EETERNES S D,
[(ERPEDIE RN B L O[EME T - SAFOHE LWV ORERE, T2 TFERICIHLSTE, &
BRRETREI DB TEDTHS S, DAY 27— MRdd & el b—)VORERE K
.| ERADRAREESOERERNMBA SN B RE TRV S e TGEFOEMEIKICE T
BEAATENL 75 < BA L U T ERDOREIg{EE 17z Bickerton OEBEANFAT T2 THA D,

V. BbYIC

ARFETIE. PEEERT 6 FEMIGEZ A TV 5 AR ANFRGES Y E I, i OB/ 7z
DI, RETEIAT 4 VT TCEEAZIE L. V—T ¢ > 7 CIIEMREICENTLE S M
FEFER UTzo ML —IVIZBE R L T B DIS, HEOHEH TN ENRWDIFRZER SR T
EThB, WHalldHARFEICZWNSEENE LV, EICHEZ R TEWVWWERE, "l LT
BARNCIEERZ 5B, W1 B/ EZHD THERWEA I, dalldEHEZRZE LTRHETI N
NETHBH, WalDEHE, Tl « NERFADOMHENDI T, MDix2R1210 Tk < RE RiER
ICDENBT L H D, TRERFADFEZEL T, HEENEREDODHTT, L5 ATICNS T &
MTE %, Wil PHICEBEZANT T ENTE AP EEN, DU TEHEGAICHRZ RS,

HFEEHZHIRL T NS L Z2EH> TS
(BEH LT - mIRREHA A IS BER B0
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