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CIAPIER T
T SUOHY OF IDEY-DICK

Ishnacl, vho tells the otory, having found It convendicnt to go o
gery, avrived ob liow Dediord o spond the night vhile on his woy o
tntuckots AS Tow Bodford, Iohmael net Queequeg, o pagan fom o Ssuih
Sea island, The friendship uhich .'.‘o.ﬂ.mm«.’: betveen the o resuliod in
Tholir goine topether on o vholing voyare.

Beforo leaving licu Dedford, Ishnnel atiended a church gervice at

the thalenman's chapele Father Hemple, a former callor, cdelivered a
cermon on Jonthe The theme of the sormon wus obedience to the will of

Gode

In lantuckod, Creenqueg, tivsting in his sooden god Yojo, hod
Geclided thot Iohmanel shovld soleeh the ship on vhich they would saile
The thixd ship thod Isimecl inspected wes the Pequod, which he chosce
Capt .-_. Pelee end Bildad were vhe chicf ompers of the vesscls lon-
tueleb Cuekors, they had retived fvom vheling, ond ab thig tine woro
norely provicioning the Pequod; Capiain Aheb was to e the ceptain
c,‘w;‘.n;: the voyorcs

Tho ca, Lufore zeiling, on old meh by the name of Elijch mede
scveral curious remorks sboub Ceptain Ahnb and the coming voyascs
Clristnas moraing, the day of ¢ .....:mg, Elijoh mob Tolmeel and (ueequeg
ond asked if they had seen the phanton fisuwes smeok on board the Pequod
Just before donMe

Goptain Ahob had gone dowm into his cobin after arriving on boaxd

the Pﬂucd bafore the rest of the crow ayriveds The Peguod had reached
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the worn woters of the couotorinl zone be:z‘orc" Ahodh nzde his aymonronco
to the crevwe Up to this tine, there uas o certain anownt of gossis ond
rumor 2bout Ahobe oot of the creow lmow that a white vhale had bitten
cff Ahob's one leg during o previous vhaling voyalCe
Soon afoer Aheb made his appecrance on deck, he gathered the crew
topether ond told then of his murpone, vhich was to canture vhe ihite-
whale, Moby Dicke Afheb recoived vhe sworn loyalty of the crawr in his
chage for the whnle, and he nailed a doubloon to the nast; the doubloon
ws the nrice for the £irvet nan who spotied by Ddck,
hile cruising csouth, Ahev hod o vhels boot fitted out for hinmsell,
The boat had a snecial hole and noteh for his wooden lege Ordinarily
only the mates lovered s-n.!::;',r for a vhole.
ihenever fheb net another ship, hic only cuestion uas aboub the uhits
wvhales As the Pequod sailed soubh around Cape forn, he ctudled maps o
locabe the feeding grounds, the routes of the vhales, ond tho places vhero
Ioby Dick hod beon scene  Aheb. becawe more tenoe oo Ghe voyoge progresscde
The threo mates, Storbuclk, Stutby and Flegl, were merely intercsted
in gtoring whale oll for wopese They ¢id not shore Ahabls decire for
Tevensze on the yhite vhale.
After mim::, in the Pocific, the fivst vhales wore scone. Irmedi-
atoly after the notice was given, five ordientals aymeared and bocone the
" cvew for Ahobls boate The harpooner ung Fé&allah. These wore the phanton
firures that Flijah hod spolien about to Iohmael and Queeques. These
ordental natives had renainced hiddon wp o this tings
Scon after this first cncountor with whalesz, Stubb managed to k11

a vhale of another group that vas sighteds Stubb hod the cool: propare a
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whle cteak for hinme. Thet some evenming, the cool:, cormanding the shaxi:s
0 be ouleb; preached a sermon to then.

One of the chips net was the Joroboams Thoe Jorobomm's ercy was in-
fected with a contogious dis wuce  (n board the shin, there was a mentally
wnbalanced person uhose hane was Golbriol, Gubricl had convinced the crow
that his prophecics were teling place, and in this woy gained coutrol
over the crews The crou of the Permuod was frishtconed by Gobriel snd the
incidents on the Juroboams Ahnb also seemed to sense an 311 ywind, o
rosuls of Gobrlells impulsive mnd drritabting romoria,.

The Fourod soon aftor not the Virgin, o Duteh whaling siipe The
erews of the wwo ships chased the sane sholes, the Permodls crer neleing
the victory. Stubb furrther proved his compotonee in this comctitive
type of whaling vhen He porsuadel the Franch coptain of the Roso-Bud, the
newt ship the Peouod med, that the vhale ticd along side the Rose-fud was
worthlesgs SGitb wms reuarded for his chifgy tallcing when he toued the
dead whale to the Poquod and dug out the valusble amborgris from under
The whele's riba,.

Shortly ofter meeting the P.nbe-sud, Pip, the ceolored cabin Loy, was
enlisted ag o terporary cron nomber for Stubb's bozts During an encounter
with a vhale, Pip foll oub of the boat and almost drowned. The cmcricnoe
left hin nentoliy dorangeds Aftermmrds Pip spole of hinmelf as hoving
drouned; the reol My was dead. Ahcob forbade the crow to molke fun of Pin.

ot long afboruvoxd, Ahwdb orderad the carpenter to malie o new leg
. for hin out of a vhale bone, Ahsb also cormmamnded the blechamith to nd:e
a ner harpoon for nine

It was about this time that Quecqueg bocano quite sick. Thinking
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that he wos poing o dle, he nsked the carpentor 0 nelte o coffin, Over-
coming his iilnpus, afbor reenboring thab he had something he muct do
before death, (Awogueg converted his cofiin into o soa chs::?.,. aber tho
coifin~sea chest was used au o liie-broy for the Focuode

Soon afiter, o typhoon strucke The Pemiod wns almest ab the mercy
of the wind and the toa. During the clborn, the corposants, the yard amis,
began to burn, beesuse of the lightning, The crew was terrificds Ahob
mnde several vile oaths, end behaved in somewhnt of o i‘rcm-ied TAMOTe

The Rechel was one of the newt shins that the Pequod met on the
hizh coase The captoin of the Rachel was sea:rci_ing for onc of hiz cono
thot had been lost when a wvhale boat overturncd during an encounter with
a whoeles fhob rofused to help the ecoptain of tho Hochel to scarch for
his son. ..

Ahsb hod gradunlly become more debormined in his purenit of the
white whals. AL ong time, he sunshed the guodront on thie deck, beeause
3% could not tell hin whore oby Dick was. lie contered his atiention
solcly on the chagse ond hiz rovenpe of the vhalc.

Tt was Aheb vho Divet sighied by Jicks The encounter lasted
three days. On the first doy, the yhdte vhale gmoshed Ahobls boats

Cn the second day, the white vhale killod Fednilch, Ahabts horpooncls
{m the third doy, Ahod was henged by the rope of his horpoon uhich hie
had just throwm ab “ioby Hclke-

Yoby Dicik, hend-on, rammsd the Peouod, which sank. Isimoel mon-
aged to remein free ivron the swirling eddy of the sinidng !"'ﬂf‘;dag; ond
Inmg on to Cuceguegls coffin thot had been used as a life-buoy. In the

epiloguc, the Rachel roscued Ishmeel, the s0le survivore




CHAPTER IT

PROBIINES TIVOIVED

- The wharming shorks, they gliced by as if with padiocks
on their nouths; the sawvege sea-hmilts salled with sheathed
beckse On the cecond day, a2 sail dvow neay, nearer, shd
picked me up at laste It was thoe dovious-crulsing Rachel,
thot I her retrocing seareh afbor his mlssing childwen,
only fowmnd another orohan,

Tehneol remained 2 the only surwvivor of the Pecvcd after the vain
atbenpt by Captain fhob to plant his hornoon in the life-center of the
great white wheles T this dromatic struggle with Ioby Diclk:, both men
are vitul centers of thoughte That allegoricol mmé sybolical Indent
Tielvillo had whon he wrote tho novel he did not say. Az the anbhor, o
gpolte viroush Tshmcel and fhab, you dihout ldentifiying hinself with
cliler once Interprotetions of lelville through the novel and internve-
batione of the novel itsolf ave vericd, as eritics and readors seizo
unon one of the coveral ciphaces. T is in pard beeaunze of !lolville,
the cryptic nan, that somo have retned 40 his workse. Othors are ine
terested prinerily in the nrobleons Helville poses in his novels as
Toby-Niclk, which in several respects evedes a £inal interprotations
Regerdless of the approach, lelivillels loby-Dick remains os one of the
ouvstonding novels in the Imglish languvage.

This eritique is to clerify the rolation of ihe ship Rachel to tho
rest of tho gtorye The Rachel carrdos with it certoin gymbolicel impli-~
cations thet haove ueen neglected in interpretotions and criticisns of

Ljernen telville, Moby-Rick (liew York: Books Tnce, n.da) Enilogue,
De h79.
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Ibby-THelie In chapbter CLEVIIT, "The Pocvod leets the Rachel,! the oy
tolic meaning sugmeste Jacobls wifo Rachel 2:1:,— 7 in the vilderness
btecanze hor sons are not, Jerendlah 31:15, ‘Tho contimmation of this
gybolisn "in the epilogue vould ineluwde a more definite recogmition of
the inflnence of Christianity on Ielville than some critics would addll,
namely, that Ishucells roscue by the Rachel synbolically is Christiom
brotherly love effecting ite uvniversal sipgndificonce in onower o licl-
villet's nroblom.

Such an Interpretation is quito posgible; it iz one vhich offers a
ner perspeetive o the novel, and its acceptance wounld alber some of the
conventional criticisn of ioby-Dicke Ib is horewlth admitied thot this
IChrioction® interpretaotion of the Rachel and hor reouscuing of Ishmeol,

althouri: oseen in the Lisht of the total novel, is to a cortain ctent by

factor is the cxciant of the interpretation of the synbols prosented in
Their reintion o the gyivolic vhole ol its culwminotion.

Thore are ceveral quosotions thot howve to e answered in the nursuil
of the syibolic cluarification of the Rochel. One question ip lielville

hinsell; docs llelville's oun thoushd include the nosoivility of the

Christimn syibelisn in Iohnoells rescuc by the DRechel? There is the
problen of the extent of lfelville's Christianity., There is no cvidenhco
o prove that felville had ever completely accented Christ by definition.
A% the sene time, there is 1ittle doubt cbout lelviliels symmethy with :
the Christian!s brotherly love as croenplificd by Jesus. Anothor quose
tion o be considered iz the focal point of the theme: nonts cbiarpt w0

ponctrate the wnfathomeble rysterics of life and to reach uliinaie tauth.
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Docs the thene canter chiofly sbout Ahob, or doos 1t centor about Aha
and Ishmeely the latter beneficielly ecomeriencing, in part, the gymbolic
adventore of Ahab? A £inol’question is the imortomce of the cpilopue
in the novel., Is the epilopue on osgontiol in the syrbolic vholo? The
imertance of the enilogeo in any novel is wounlily rolotive; often its
mumpose may be questioned, One function, perhans the chief fumedion, io
%o Lridpe the gep betuween the imagined reallity of fiction and the realily
of the porcemtual vorld. Anothor function of the cpilorfue, 2 mechanical
one and strictly spealdng an wanecessary ong, is to give undold end
wwinor anguers to the problems not given or solwved in the novel proper,
The juctification of the inclucion of tho cpilogue in the interprototion
of the total novel would dopend wson the contimation of th gybolic,
or cven non=symvolic, strveture and 2lzo upon the release of any dra-
e tension mot fully released In the novel propere These guoestions are

mowered as the interprobtation of the Nochel and her rescuinz Ishnacl
witivin the nerspective of the total novol 1s doveloped,

In 211 falwess, it ought to be stated thot the ansuers to these
questions centered abosub the gynbolic ciarification of the Rochel con-
stitute the cotbont and the pessibilify of the "Chrdistian® interprotatlicn.
IV is to be kent in mind that the vhole wovel is invoived in s inter-
protation; the Rachel incidents are not isolated for interpretolicn, bub
arg token in thelr ploce and seen In the nerspective of the dromatic

whole.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBEARY
CONCORDIA SZHMARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.




CHAFIER TIT
CIRISTIANITY FOR IZIVILIE

Ab the tinme of uriting Hoby-Dick (1850), Helville's attitude Youwrd
Christianity was one of confusion. MHis cuarcness of the force of Chrict-
ianity subjectively end objectively ic guite apparent in the nreceding
novels, in uhilch i expresses o nounting opposition to Christianity,
Because of tho double predestinction of o lowving ond o wrathfvl Cod, o
Calvinist could objectively roconeile the evil in a supnoscdly diving-
crentod waivorse wigh atsoverigm God. that ctooned lelwille ims the con-
toring of this preblen wwithin hinsclf; and then fron himself to others.
A% heard lelville vus demceratically socloble, and his interest in truth
would not sanction a divicion of the religilous sad the metenlyedeal, Iiis
lacl: of patience writh Tow Inglond Furditanism sponsored o critical cbucr-

- - -
vation of um por se, cormarcblo to Hmrthwrme, mnd of God in IHs wndver-
cal relagion 40 mante The o of the metter wos the »igidity of ovil.
Christiandity did not answor his provlous. Molville had to seorch
highor, povhons lower, to sresny the hmponetreble phonton of 1ife. ile
sies painfeliy mmare of the clusiveness of this soache I a lottor to
Howthorne (lawveh, 1351) ho urote,

And perhapy, after ali, there ls no sceret. e incline to

think that the Froblem of the Universe ic liko the Treemasonls

mighty secret, so terrible to 21l children. It twms outy ob

ach, o conolot In o trimgle, 2 melled, ond on aopron, -
nothinge morel Ve inclinge o think that Cod camnot clain Iis
ow seerets, and that He vould like a little information wpon
cortain points Mimsclf, e mortals astonish Iim as mach oS fle
us, Bub it is this Being of the metier; there lies tho kot

with uhich we cholie ourselves. As sopn as you suy lio, a God
a lohure, 80 soon you jum off fronm your stool and Ring iron

TTIE
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the beante Yoo, thob word ic tho hangmoan, Tolie God oub of
the dletisnary, and you would have Ifin in tho strecte?

lolviile Imeow that in sone wiy God wos comnected 1ith the objoct of
this search for truthe MHic Aifficulty wos tho amprooch. The Colwvinictic
backpromnd g weonfortobles In another letier to Hamsthorne (June,
1051), Telville wrote, Mhe ¥oasom the mass of nen fear Cod, md ab

botton dislilo fMin, is bocesuse they rather distrmot Mo hesrd, ond foncy

Him all brain liie o 1:utci1."3 The wounded cmotional disturbonce of el-
villo is reverled in the rarark oncloszed in parenthccos follouwing the

coove cuotoed sentenco, "You perceive I eiplicy @ capiial initiel in {he
pronoun referring to the Deiity; don'd you thiniks there iz a gligat doch

of fhanlgyisa in that v.:;::‘.ge'?“}"' In [oby-Dicls, ihab, sceing Pip the crosed

- = - L] - - - - . :‘
cobin boy, cries, "There can be no hearts cbove the snow=lince'”

telviile concidored Josun wather offiminete for a manls world, whore

evil luvked, comebines in the openes AL this Uine he had nob identificd
Jocus with the Christy vhat he lmew of Clwdict was shrouded by the non
Jesus ong his toschings.

And vhotover they noy revenl of the divine love in the Son, the
goft, curied, hernephrolitical, Ttalion pictures, in uhich his
idea has beon most tuccensinlly ombodied; those pictwres, =0
destitute a2 they ave of all brmminess, hint nothing of any
vaver, but tho mere ncgative, farinine one of suindosion and
endurance, wihich on all hands iy is concoded, form the peculior
practical virtues of hic teac!z:ulgs.é

ZH0ard Thorp (BEdd), Hermum iolville (Chicaro: Amcrdicon Book: Co.,
1938), pe 360,

BIb:-'.d., Te 3924
brnia,

F =
“Hernan Helville, obe Citey pe.li3ha

Gbide, po. 316-17.
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Melrille dizliked the subnmiccive cleoment vaieh he regnrdod 85 chor-
acteristic of Jesus and His toachinm. The South Sea trovels and the
yoars as & sellor had revealed too mach 4o ficlvillc i‘:.:z' hin to acgricses
to a philosonny of svbnission., Han wns made of nobler stul?, Brotherly

love solved nony ills of mankidnd, bub yeb it was a love of res:cet fox
the fellsmon, an admirabtion and carzwn band bekieen strong and self-
willed men who had & ook of divinily in theme In the first G chap-
tors entitled "Enighis and Soulres,¥ Ichnael says,

) -

Bub this avgust digniSy I treat of, is not the cignily of kings
and rbes, bub that abranding dlenily which hos no mobed inves-
titures Thou shallt see it shindng In the ara thot wiclds o

nicl: or drives 2 spilioy that demweratic digaity which, on all
hands, radiatos withont end from Cody Hinself] The great God

e

absolutel The centie and clyewmaforcnce of all democrocyl His
armipresence, ovr éivine eauelityt!

This clment of confidence in mon provided the spring board Ior
lelvillc %o leop into the reeln of the nmysteriouse The bitterncess thab
he fownd in Ghls scoreh was Llawed on Gode Even men wes frequently
isoclated as an object of renrouche Tho Christian chureh, vhich failed
to provide fruit for his encrpetic mind, was a sore dislilusionmeont, The
f the church werc anparent, and the ill nothods of tho mis-
sionpries (Typee, Umoo) only heightencd his aversion for orpanized
Christionity. As Ifelville loter revealed in Clarel, he belisved that
the follouwors of Cinvict had nerverted His basic teschings. As Wiliiom
Fraswell points oub, vhen lfelville urote Hardl (publ. 12kS) he doubled
Cod's goodness and despalred over the noture of mon, Hic gorious roii-
gious thinlcing had so far lad hin only to 2 nessimisn that had iniled 0

rospond o the princinles of Christy to these mydneipleos, houwcver, he

?:i.wdo’ Ve 960
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could gtill atiritube wicdom mnd teoubty.* Bub he was otill seovching,

1e yours fvom sboub 1047 to 1852 were a trmmsitional stane for

Yielvilie, Mardi sme o neceessory sten o the vriting of “oby-Dick, and

it is fron the tine of the mubllcation of Ikby-Dick (1051) that the do-

velomnonts o the writing of Clerel can be troced. riting oby-Dick
was a tvming point for Telville intellectunlly. AL this tinme, slthouzh
he did not belicve in the Houw Testoment defindtion of Chwdist, he 1=s not

oppazed o it and in his o way tricd to waderstand Claiste ost cxitics

and biorraphers of llelvilie would agreo thot he was nob anti-Christion,

but a-Chriction.

There ic a stronge velation botucen ibby-nick and Plcrre (puble. 1552)

which has Tithle i¥ aything to do with the interorctation of exch, bub
is immortant for the onalysis of lielville's thinl=ing at theb timc. Both
novels wore o cothorsis for Melville. Iscues that were broving durding
the nrevious yeors nrovided o monentunm thet could only be satisficd by 2
worsing of the intelicct oo well as the enotions. TU scoms as if leli-

ville was subject o 2 deprec of eobharsic while wrdting 1oby-Diclk, and

the thorough develomient of fheb and his problen provided o relcase in
its culmdnavion that gove lelville theousgh Ishmael o eonbinuntion of
thovght and spirit which was o relief fronm the preceding intollcctuvnl
tonsion. The emotional counterpart followed in Ficrre, The nredominonce
of the inteilcctunal over the cwtional in Ibby-Dick, and of the cwtional
over the intellectunl in Plerve is rathor obvious. This oboervetion of

Moby-lick and Plovve doos nob overlook or disregsrd the politicel, moba-

8ia114em Erasmell, "Hermen Molviile A Critical Study," (Tnpublished
Noctor!s Dluscrbation, UnIVersity of Chlcams, JUsl), De
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vhycical, and secinl copects of liowdi, oby-Nicl, and Plorre respectively.

This catharvic vas an exeruciating weokoning of his litergry ond perhong
nontal provess, as afYer he had writben these two books his pen lost ite
forccs The bittorness thab he hed and the it of disillusiomnent had

lost their woice. o wmo no longer one cxying in tho vwildornsss alone,

ql

ub was roady prey for the inflmence of his Holy ILend jowrney, the pyr-

artids and Christ.

-

Throupiwud his life, MHolville Ffound it Jifficuld o distinguizh be-
tween (od ond fotes The povers of dorimess were not ficiblc ensugh for
a revionzl or spiritueal cxplonotion. Iis classic dliustration of fute
in [Bly-Dicl, .Cneecuen and Ishmoel veaving with suord and hand "as if
this uere the Toon of Bing," was not modificds’ Helville did not doubb
e cristence of sone cupornatural being or of sone predetormining emiza.
Spodicing of {the hunan souly Ficxve Says, fFor ouroly no nore mortal who
has at 211 gone dowm into hincelf will over protond that hic gligitest
thought or eceb vololy arfl:tm:e.’c'.as in his oum defingd idcni;i:hy."lo Ahob

.

oy W
ronerls,

That is i%, wvhat nomoless, inscrutublo, uncartaly thing io ib;
what cosening, hidden load and macter, and cruel, remorioless
emmeror cotmands o) thabt asoinst oli matural lovings and Ilonge-
ings, I 0o keep pushing, and crowding, and jourding myself on oil
the timos rechklessly malking o ready to do vheb in ny oun propor,
natural heavd, T durst nov so rmeh as devet? Io Ahab, Ahab? Io
it I, Cod, or who, thab 1ilts thiz arm? Dub i tho gront amn
nove not of hivseli: bud is o8 an crrond-boy in heaven; nor one
single star revolve, bub Ly some invisible noucr; how then can
this one snall heart beab; this one small Lrain think thoushits;
mwmless God doos thed boebing, does that Uing, does that liwving,
and not T Dy heavon, mon, ue avre twumed round and round in

eiviile, ope Cibes e 10%e

Wrteymin Molville, Piorre (low Yorl: Alfvrod A. Knond, 1930), Ble X
Tie 197,

T
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thisc world, lile yonder windlass, ond Fate is the hsndq:ﬂ:o._u

AS Isimnel said, "ALL men ave enveloped in whole lines. 2 This
thinlting lod ielvilic to toleorate the iden of the irvessonsibility of
Cod, and at times he cpressed his angor in vehenecnce and soveocme Aheb
exploded apeinst God for hoving no pity on Fin the cobin Loy, but for
subjecting hinm fo the horrors of the cec snd the rebulie and the scoff
of the crowe In Piorro, aftor stating that "the country wos a glorions
benediction to young Plorro," lelvlillie seyz,

We shall yet see again, I say, whobher Fote hath not juct a

1istle it of a word or tuwo Yo say in this worlds we shall sse

whether this wee 11tile bit scrap of 1-..1.:».::{30!: vory for oub of
the vy - oo contra Down nisi Deous insc.

Tn Clarel,

Thic torld clean faiis me: still I yearn.
ife then i% curely docs concern

Sono obhor worldd to &nd. Bub vhore?

m creed? T do not find It thore.

That suid, and is the erprise otex?
Hegation, is thore nothing nmore?

Tis gide the dovk and hollow bownd

Ties there no wnemmlored rich ground?
Somo other worids well, therp!s the oy
Ah, joyless onc sronic tooft

ife De Sodmrick notes elville!s groving auvarcness of the irrespon=-

0lviile, ioby-Dick, me L52-53.

um&-, Tle 239

Bimiville, Plerre, Dite I, Do 156

Ji'!-lemn Melville, Clurel (Iondon: Constable and Cos, Litde, 192k),
:':, De 17 5
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sibility of God in the chopber, "Tho Deck,! of Moby-Dick.ld s shab
caie on decls, be nobiced that the carpenter vho had chaped the wooden
ieg for Ahcb was nov naline a life-buoy out of (ueequegl!s coffine Ahab

was somevhab vored by the woidineinled Yizeh-of-pli-trades.® The cav-

penter in turn believed dheb Yo be an odd old mom; ond maintained a
Imowving alooiwess fron Aheb, the mon and his probloms.
Tho lacl: of distinction botireon Cod cnd fote and the resuliing con-

fasion was assscinted tdth Melvillols gpace-tine contclousncus. iHis

historical conpeiousness was o vital iusuve in his @

rnizing of the wni-
verse and of nane Ielville, in Hexdi, showed his syamatiyr and Intincey
with spoco axd tine., Dobbalanja says,

Do you belisve thot you lived three thousand yeays age? Thob
you were ab the tolzing of Tyre, were overuiwlned ab Gomorrah?
oy Bub Sox mey I wus ob the cubsiding of the Doluge, and
helned guab the grownd, and builéd the first house, Hith the
Ioroolites, I folnbed in the wilderness; was in courtd whon
Solomon oubdid all the judgez before hime I, iU was, @
supnressed the lost vork of llontheo, on the Egptian theology,
as comtalining mywtorics not o ve rovealed }o vostority, ond
things ot wor with cononical sSprlotiEdSess

Chorlos Oloon ctetes that the Poeific for Helviile wos Mon oxperi-

1wce of SPACH,Y thal "gives the conse of imeaensity." "Sho is NEARE, SGE&
2 e, 2 ]

t‘ » L Al - - - - a -ny ~ - = 3
. Be Scdmiicl:, Horman leiwviilo; A Tragedy of itind (Cozibridnos
Hervard University Progs, 1019)s De - cormaction with thio ire
~ , , = -
meuponsibiliity of God, Sedmdcl: quotes Enily Dicl:insons

It oasy to invond a 1lfg,
God doos 1t ovory doy-
Creation but a ganbol

OF is authorityese

The Perished Paticyms mornm,
Dut Mis porturbless plan
Procedl= ingcerting here 2 Sun-
Thore - leaving ocutb o Han,

Wnemem rclville, lardl (Doston: 5Le.Ce Page ond Coey 1923), pe 200



Twin-ond ival of the JEATE 14NN HMelvillels Yeorrrohensgion of FAST
(wes) his nurrisge of spiri to source."  In this throbbing cpace
with an active romombronce of things past, lelville tried W lzcaic the
rein-opring of the vmiverscs There was a gracping of the eoncrete o
provide a banis for his search for uvhat ultinately govo life ond meaning
to the mubjects of the universc.
s natwrel sonso of time wag in its rolation Yo spocss IV wns
b diverted as Clwristls wag, oy fvon object, o the Indivi-
dual, md the pacsage of the pergonal gonl. To Melwville the
intinate end the conerecte of the present, op for an examnlo ho
£elb iy ab Congtontinople, cnwbled o wan o loose hinself into
gnace and timo, and in their dinmonsions, o feol and corprehond
oueh on objost az the Pyromids, 0 create, in like dinemsiong,
an Ahoh ond o vhite vhole. Tire was 0% 2 ldne drovm ctroight
chead tovard future, a logle of sood and ovils. Tine rotinmoed
on itoelf, It hed density, as opace hnd, @nd cvenis wore ob=
Joeto acomminted within it, around vhich nen conld nmove ns thoy
moved In spacees The sete of men could move as a group stood,

vub dmmﬁn tine, ~s 2 pyremid ues, to be re~-crmmined, ro-
- L)
enacted,

% wns in the reaim of this gpoce-time consclouvoness of lelville
that he stwbled ond wes cousght Ly the pavadonizl tinmclessness of the
hizborical Christ. TUp to the time of his Toly Land journey, lclvillels
Calvinistic concestion of a sovereign Cod was nob chonged, ond it w
the harchness of the Sovereign that made it éifficuit Jor hin to see the
gontla Christ ot the camo GCode It scens thebt mmch of Ielwviliecls tlrink-
ing sbout Christ vwes kept scporeto fron his fvinicdng abort the sovercim
God, a5 4t s not easy to £ib Chwdet and Fis love into the seme picbure
with the Sovercigm. Uhen Ifelville did think of Christ and the Sovercicn

Llghexrles Clson, Cell Mo Ishmeol (iew York: Roynel and Hitcheock,
Wh7)s ve 11k

WBry3de, ppe 10124 .
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a5 one entity, he thoupht Chrictlsc princinles to bo too iamractical,
nerhans too {linsy, to iithstond the wyricliding i‘o.::ccl of the wrathfiul
God, lelville's obsoasion with fote meamvhile cncoursged his attoamt o
rationally identify the omdipotent God in the cousvde whole. The feoyful
sublinity of such o Force, in spite of his resson, hovover, Isosed the
strands of his commos, and vhen Melviile wenb to Jerusalem fvom Bxgmb,
Christ shetiered his heretofore space-tine consclousnuss. Oloon soya,

T4 ds LAST ACT. Then lkelviile wvent fron the Fyrenids Yo Joru-
saien he Jost all he had goincd. The pouver so to doscribe the
Pyramids Jeaves hinm, os did the pover o do loby-Dick, proy to
Christe e had obucrved in Egyot thet the Sphiw: has its Yobaclk:
to decerd and face o verdure.! telville roversed his Sphimz,
e thought he foced verdure in Christe Ib turned out to we
descrta

-

The tragle finv for Volville was he stopped wlth 33 A.De His om

foor off <enth had 1o hin this for on his jowncye But to comect the
historicily of Clrint with the nincteonth century mmd his owm Limoateliyy
scerned to bo oo much for him, For some reason, Yelviile conid not turn

Chrict into sonmeone he could love, "Pwo weoks in the Holyland sealed

. o
Malville in o bitternoss of disillngion Jrom which he nover recwcrcd-““o

The stones, the rutble in the prol of Lethseda, Sodonts "bitu-
men and zshes, the Dead Soa with the foza on ils bsech flils
laver of nnd dog," and the Holy Seoulcher %o sicloning cheotd
led iiville to cne fingl question: Is the desolotion of the
land the fatal ewiroce of the Dedity? lelville become Chrdstls |
victin, end it was death, amd loek of love, thot 1ot hin be 15,01

This wos lelviliels gtrugpie wwith Charist. ile hod never rolinguished

his boldef in fate, with which God wao still inddstinguishoblice Dub God

wﬂﬂ.ﬂ., e 98.
0rp1d., p. 99,
21..;"1>id- d
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ond fabe receded into the Laclpromd, although otill inisdcalliy prosent.

In Billy Budd, written Just before his death, ilelvilis mmionched the

nroblon of mood and ovil more calnly then over befors, bub as Willion

Plomer stoboes, he was Yaccopting UThe situation beeauzs of its noconcitys
Tand to meot that trozedy Lravely was o find neace, the wliinabo peace

o regisnabion, covon in an inconsTuous Torid, 122 The lost peragrsph of
che epiisgue of Melvillels long poen Clorol cpresses a olniley thonghb.

Then keep thy hooavt, thoush: yeb vt ill-resigned-
Clarel, thy heurd, tiie iusues thore but mindg

That lile the crocus bDudding through the snow-
That lile o smrirmer rising fron the decpne

That ke o bwadine cecret which doth o

Twvon fronm the booon vhet wonld hoard and loen;
fnorgo thou nayot Ivom the lest vhelming seo,

id prove theb death bub routs life into wietory.23

0adly enough, Dilly Budd is sonovheb cffeminato, which in offset, howe

cver, by his mobust physigue. Tho sprowtricel feastures of his face and
torso sugrest o (reek god of carly Olyrmion doys. Hondsone cowough for
tie rest of the crow o call hin "Beanty," Billy Budd socned loarned,
instizeted by the Intrinsic goodness of hdo heard and will, o dgmore
the LInTE and moniy walgeriyr of his shipnelose lo death was one of
eracaeful subiricsiony oo if he were olnost pleased to die in Immocconec,
Billy Dudd had resignod hinself $o the over-all fgoodneus! of Zutoe I0l-
ville hod beon seutely zr.f:?rsci'.ct‘.'by‘ {".'1-0 submissivo Jesus.

Hillion Drasuell soyw of lelviilo,

thile Melviilels atititude torard Chrlst hincelf changed, it
vias the loving=lcindness taught by Chrdist that gave riso to

22iconen lelville, Billy Budd, Bdsted by illisn Tlomer (Iendon:
Johm Iehmann, 1947), Tailo., ppet=ge

21elvilie, Clarel, ITe v. 298.
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Wolvillels lasting idealisne Fron Typoc one wonld infer that
at the time of writing thoet book lelvilie stiil belicved in
the :f__v.!m"y of Chrl .t. Tarcl testifios o hiz grent doubd
in the uatier; yob in th ¢ c.“‘h"a-az'.. on the isle of Scronic he
noye one ') £ ""m finest concolveble tributes 4o the relizicn
thob onibraces Christ o3 the Jpober, Tn White Jackeb he used
the teaching of Chrdict in molking an cormest ond Loocioned
plca to his "'ellm:mu W roucty sone of the worsd ovils of
their civilization. Ibby-Dick !'.a::evcr, is zinguloriy lncl€ing
in reiorence to shr'lsE, ....% here iv is oven hinted thet Josus
vas opicone and not vorthy of edmivetion. Florre ccimoulcloes
'l.he heavenly perfection of Chrict, but coverely indicts his
idenls oo dwpraciicnble, end liable to male o nam mmm blindiy
:‘-_n'ho eater ging than he nornolly wonld comsit. The nain of
Cisiliusiomment mode Telville at least occasionaily regrob’
thot he ever lost his faith in Jesus, as the lonent in Wis
Jovrnal. of 1886-457 '“1' ‘the tv*zwm in Clarel testify.

Christ wes 1:,‘1.& e the deavest spiritual influence
in his g

Ehﬂl‘a::*.:cl]., ODe _ci'E" e 200-9«



CHATTER IV
AUAD AT ISHIATS

Ahab wns the promethom batt of Ielvillels wwreths In the whelo
story Ahob iz man, mem trying to bring Cod dowm Yo 2 level on vhich ke
can have 2 hand=Go-hand conbalb €0 detomyine i1f vhat is not lmom do.
Ahedh aleo vonted venzoance Lo expiante thoe ovil he suffered by tho hands
of fnte. As the heovy portor lovp Wehrow shiliting gloemis and shodows
of Iines upon his wrinlded teow,” Ahob eoardned the conxces on tho
urinlled chertsy ond, mubjeet to the old Mamwzymls nysteriovs romoric
aboub the cear thab extended irom hiced o toc on Aiieb, the crowr meusured
the Lold uhitencss of tho scor with Ahobls prowing vengeomco. Anob, who
voutd rovenre on principal or agent, become enshvouded in his ovm lines;
Yhe iine neent for tho destruction of the wiwle wos his oim nemesic.ed
Doynton staves,

Pis is the story of Tve and of P*.ﬂom't'ncus, the pereminl story

of mants strupcle for gnirditucl victory in the nmidst of harrasse

ing cireunciances, and in tho midst of a world vhero fzto omposes

the individesl dn the form of his own tnmrting self o9

Lhablz problen was undversal, ad to solve this p:.mblem he chased
o monstrous white whale for a fotal chicomters The ivony of the cvent
is the whele tried to ovade fLheb!'s secavching quest for him, and 1% was
not wntil Ahob dnsisy v pursued the whele into o doath-to-doath sit-

uction that tho latter sguared away and et hic moncnaniacal foc.

2orelville, Hoby-Dick, pps 166 102, LT

26Percy . Boynion, Ibre Contomorary inerdicons (Chicogos Undvorsity |
of chicaSO’ 1928), Pe l!l. ¥
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Afber the vhale had disnentled Aheb of his lep, dheb dobozvinatoly
sought vengeanco, That ab £irst vas a conflict bobwooa an and vheld
aspuned syrbolic proportions., Ahebls "hiddeon seli” raved on, ond rathor
then to sublet the spirit of his encrypy he "did now pousess o thousand-
£old more potoney thet over he had soanely teought o boor upon oy ono

rensonnble ub;ioct."27

Ahab had chorished a wild vinglcetivencss ageinst the whale, 21l
the more fold Sor thab in his frantic norbidnoss he ab laot
canc Yo identify with Irln, not only 21l his Lodily wwoesn, tub
all his intellicctuol ond spivitunl ciasperabions. The vhite
whale sum before him as the mononaniac incarnation of all
those malicious agenelies uhich souwe doep nen fecl eating in
then, 310 thoy ere lef¥ living on wlih half & hecrt and half
a Tanges That intangible nalignity vhich hos been fron the be-
ginnings to whose dorrinion oven the modern Christicons aserile
onc half of the worlds; vhich the ancicnt Ophites of the cast
revereneed in their stabure devils- Ahob did not £2ll dowm ond
worship it like them; bub deliriously troncforring ite iden to
the obhorred vhite whaole he pitted himself, o1l mmbtilated,
againet ite AlL that most meddens and tormento; all thot
atirs up the lees of things; 211 Gruth with melice in iy 211
thet erpcls the gineus amd calies the braing ail the subtle de-
nonioms of 1ife and thoughts all ovil, to crasy shob, were
visibly personificd, and mad procticalily ascallablo in Houy
THeke He piled won the vhale's white huwm the sum of 23l
conoral rage and hote felb by his whole race fron Adon downg
and thon, as if his chegt had Leen a mortar, he burctd ndu hol
heeawdla shell upon it.

s hard sride boeow gyrbolical for tihe hate that 21l monlcind feltb
against the tyramical position in which Enmav:l‘o:} wes enbeddeds  Aheb
cone o prips with hinself and found t!u':t ho ves wanbting. et hints
there vore that his problen was in hinmself vere trancforred to the hwm
of the white vhale, iz helplessness encowraged this tronsfcr, Cormon

disaster o man cowld take end file ousy 2o on ugly foceb of 1ife, but to

2733:1(]., Pe 1550
2830, s Dp. 165, .
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be the vietin of an unscrupulons, unlmovm princingl tiisted the =soul of

ll:._

o ]

ety pogeant croatuwe who coened 4o hove a Mholf wilful ovor-ruiing

idneoos ab the bottom of his nature.t@?  Anab scomed o zopard the

é
c

vhale as o “uachine out of humon conirol,” and os Re Ve Choce ronavizs,
Uin hiu violent notions we scen 0 zee the mechanimn of the wniverse,
imocent of all Inman intelligence and i‘cc?.".*lg.“:"o I6 wos this wolid of
syrpathy that perverted Ahab's atiention; ho conid only sce hinoelf as

a helnleos victin of an uwnprineinlaed onslouvghbe Ant ca;:cz::en'i'.- wao ot O
o self=irilicd man, Lub vougeance; "I1d strike the sun if it insuibed

no oL This wag the fMwed course that Lheb rene To Starbuek, iheob soys,

£33 visible objects, man, are btub as pasteboard nusks. b
in ench eveat - in the liwving act, the vndoubted decd- there,
sone wimown bubt oblill rensoning thing puts fordh the mould-
Iapz of it features fron bebind tho unreasoning mnsks I
nan wiil octeiie, strdile thwough the maglkl o con the wric-
oner rocch oubsido areopt by thructing through the wall? To
ne, the vhite uhele is thot wall, choved ncar 0 mee Somo-
dines I think therels noucht boyonde But this awugh. lie
dasls nes he heape nes I gec in hin oubtragoous strongid, with
an incerutable nolice gineuwlng ite That inccrvicble thing is
chiefly vhat I hotos and be the vhite uhale epont, or tg the
vhitoe ihale prineival, I will wrenl: that hato wosn hin,

%0 do this, Ahob baptized his horpoon with the death-tamered blood
of the three hawnooners, Tashbtogo, (peceguey, ond Dogoos '"Eed non
k 3 ch gl ) Chad -

baptizo to in nomine petris, sed in noming diaboliyn33

prS—a—

292Ee1w'.33.n, Toby-Diclk, pe 624

30p, V. those, Horamm lolville, A Critdcal Study (iow Yorks lizc-
rilion CD-, 1?1',9), e 53-

3Lseivilie, ioby-Dick, pe 136
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Ahob, e says, "I an nudnoss naddencdl?, atbacls ovil with "ghot
wild nadness that!s only caln to cormwchend i"i'..’:el:.';‘l“B Such a dGenonic
will he pogscosed thut he considered his conse as one to benefid 211 Im-
nonity. atching the sun soty, Ahob soys, "Is, then, the croun %oo heavy
that ¥ weor? This Tron Crowm of Jombarcdye Yot is it Uright with mony o
gom, I, the vearer, scc not its far Tloshingss but dovicly feol that I

wear that, that dasslingly ci:-m’nmlés.'as iis encounter 7ith the vhale

-y ie

could only »esult in vicbory or deothy and Ahab consed Uhabt his mononmnico

wos fighting rovers that were perhops 1ittle awore of hic awful hatce

ristalie hineel! for a sovior wvas more than he would addt, tab Ghe

”
B

drive wos thore. This vhole world was wragped up in hig oun odiating

Captadin shab gtood crecy, looking straight out beyond the shin's

over nitching mrove Fhore uwns on Infinity of Dirmest fortitude,
o deterninabe, wswrronderavie willulness, in the Simed md
ferrleons, forzard dedicaticn of that glonce. 1ot 2 word he
opoitey nor did his offcars sey aught o hing thourh by all
their nimtest gestures and orpressions, thoy plainly Showed
the uneasy, if not painful, conscisusness of beling under a
trovbled naster-eyo. And not only thel, bub nmoody ebrickon fheb
gtood before them with a crucliifis-ion in his face; in all the
nomeloss ropol overbenring dismydity of sone mighty woca

Ahobts puimose Moy 1ts oun sheer inveberacy of will, foweed ibsell

L)

agninot gods and dowils inbo o kind of solf-cssumed, independont boing

L/
of itz ounet3! His 1ife on boaxd shin becamo almost a2 mighinore. Slcan,

sowd slcop, was a thing of the poaste The inoviltable poeing on the

3 hlhid oy e lLﬂ (Y
35'Ib'ld os Na 139,
363)'1&0 s De 103,

.

i+ ]

3Tmid., pe 170.
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quarbor-declk and the long cilent watching, looldng comevhoro for tho ob-
Ject on whichx he would seel: venreance with ail tho hate boiling wp with-
in hin, Detewgrod the dynarde willl of o westless, demondc energys "eesulich
$rancen of torments does that mon endure vho is consuncd with one
achicved rovenreinl desire. e sloops with clonched hondoy and vwisites
with hiz om bloody nalls in his -_oa..'!:::s."33 43 Re V. Chasc soys, "Eub
there i this difforonce between Ahcb and Christ; these are Ahobl's om
nailec. e is not o snerifices he ic o mic:‘.dc."as'

Ahrbts relation o the crey roveals several astocts of als doomed
vovensce The crow was coughb, aluoot hynnotically, by the irvevocable
varr tant Ahab modo, (100G of tho crowr vore ismorontly vnsiare of o

was tronspiring, Wy of thon, subject to the suporstition of zon lore

ond primitive actirological sowdings, cxpericnced only & onbdued plicacure

s

Yinmed with d&oaster in this three year vhalo voyafice Fedallzh, Ahsbls
harpoonery was the mmon comternasrt of the Lurning corposants that Ahob
curced and worsivined, Ahobl's rolation iith Fedellinsh s cormparcble o
thot of Foustuy end tephistophelez. Fven though Ahob called hinoeld
"Fatols lieutenant,” he finds his 1ife dicbolicelly linked with the pro-
phet and firowwrorshiner, Fodelloh, Stubb remarked to Flosk, #T talo theb
Pedallah to be the dovil ir disg.:ir;e.“!'ro Aad Ahab vith Podallohls doath
roalizod thot the firct pard of the Parscel!s rrovhecy had slready teon

M1 0ed; r Ahzbls encireling horp remainods

3030, e 169.
3enase, Ope Cibtey De ble

MOio1vitio, Ioby-Dick, pe 275
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Starbuck wes the only positive support that Ahcb recognizeds Mihe
commponly concelentions for a seaten, md endued with a deop naturel rov-
ercnce,® he wes inelined to "oupcerstition tut to that sort of supersti-
tion, which in sono orpeniuctions seems rather to spring, somehsi, fron
intellizence than fron i_;;.mrmco.",*'l Starbuck is the one vho drous fron
Lhab that touch of mmonity that Pip 2lso cultivoteds UClooel stond
cloue W ne, Starbuvcks 1ot me look into a nmon cye; it i betior then
To gave into sen or ghys betier thon 1o gase wpon Gode® And looking into
Starbmells oyo, jthob oxclained, "Thisg is the mogic glavs, mang I sco iy
vife and gy child in thine cye."ha But this is the cone Starbuck to
d1om Aheb olss erded, "There io ono Cod that is Jord over the earth, amd
one Caotain thet is lord over the 1’&.'5.106.“!’3

Tt romnined for Pin, houcver, o give Ahch the jolt of Inmonityls

clinging gyrmathy. Ahab and Pip were victins of the same forces, ihab

by hiz om will ond Pip in all inmoecnco, This dwocent suffering of
Tip swmoned vhat pity Ahob hed loft in him., The bond betuesn Ahob and
Pin was the corEn Imovledge of man's hopelecsnesse The subotance of
this Imouledge wos thal goad and c\;‘J..'L are equal forcou, budt thoet covil
had 2 wore divect bearing on non. Lirey Stone's corxwent io, ¥R
could tolerate this Imowledoo boeouse, so o opealr, there was Eip."bh

This weg Pin's dominmmee ovor Ahob.

' Didc, Be %
b2q10,, p. b2,
!’3.1:05.6.-, De 398.

Wiognoevay Stone, Telville (Her Yorlk: Sheod and tend, 1949, pe 18k
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Ahen responded to the hopeless suffering of cnother vietin onc
Vlaned the heavens for it.

Oh, ye Zrocon heavensl lock doun hores Yo ¢3¢ boget this
Iucl:less child, and have chandoned hin, ye crootive libor-
bines. Here, boys Alieb's cobin chalil Le Piols home hence-
forth, uhile Aheb lives., Thon bouchost iy lmwst centre,
boy; thou axt tied o ne by cords woven of iy heart-strings.

13

But fhobls cowrre was lodn with iron reiis. His wrath wno no longor o
laching Sy that dashed cwerything in it wale, bt had beeone the slow,
tortvous burning of o sclf-asserted end. Ahab could not change, in
onite of Pin's remwrrceful atiaciment.

Ind, lad, T tell thee thou mst not follow Aheb now, The

howr iu coming when Ahab would 20% scare thee fron hin, yob

would not hove thee by hine There is that in theo, poor lad,

which T feel oo cving o my malady. Idle cuves liles iﬁ"

for this mmé, my malady Locwwes oy most deslred honlih,*

Ahols mlady ool both Yo tholr vabery graves.

Ismmwsel io the one mustoining tecimicol and gyuiboiiccsl force in the
tobal novel. Whet Iohmnoel resresente and vhet he reveals of Ahcbl's tro-
zedy, a2long with hio oun intororetetion, is the syuivolic vhole. 7Ms yole
a5 an =ctor decreazes as Ahob and his tragedy, The chief plot from which
the thome derives its Gignity, develons. Iohmeol is no more importent
‘o Ahab thon the coole that propared Stubb's wvhole stenlis /Among the erewr
menbers, Isimoel is accented; it is his sponsorship of Cuecgueg theb
cives Ishnoel hio chief role as m actor in the story. DSecouse of Iohe
nael the obuerver, he coens to rennin above the action talding pluce,

although he 1o still o port of it. Ishuael ghores with lelville the

LS eivilte, moby-Dick, pe L3l
hﬁrﬂido, Pe ’!!%3.
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rolating of the trapgic cvenis, the fommerts fonction ofben teing that of
the chorus, as Clson asswes his fenction to be in the qs:s'.‘.'.-amw.lﬂ
Isimacl hinoclf s quite sirare of fate's hond in worlc affoirs,

Reflocting on uly it was "those stage nanegers, tho Fotes, pub me doum

for this ghably part of & thaling voyure," he iu not corbainy bub he says,

nory that T recall 2ll the circwastances, I think I can see
a 1Little into the springe and motives wiiich being cumingly
presonted to ne wader voarious disguizes, incuced ne o seb
gbout perforning Uhe part I did, bozides cujoling no into the
delucion thet It wns o choice ramzl'b:LﬂF Lron ry oum wnbiocod
freawill ond dlseriminsting judenontedo

Houever, Ichmoel nover did succwd to a pesginiztic view of 1ife or

To the bitterness of o wictin of nmalignont forces, fe ooy 1ife in its
totnlity, ond in this universe there wos still sone goode Then Ysirinel
wend 4o sea, 1t wes beemmse land and nespic had crowded idn into the

roestlesoness of an onshrowded Individual. e needed the openess of the

nir and the seoa and Hheir ::'.c;:‘::i:b:-:i;ion W regain hiz steblo camwoure.
rith Cueequeg the magan, Iohacel found hic true colf. Iatthiessen re-
norks, when Ishnnel recogniged that 1ho man's o Inmon being juet as I
an,! he was freed from the burden of his isolabion; his heart was no
Iongzer twrned agaiuey sccie‘c.:,'."w This sume response of Aheb to Pin
cane much too late for fhabe Ishmoolls fricndship vwith (uecqueg devel-
oncd the formers Iatent =hilosopiy of brotherly love. Isimocl bogm to
realise the universal scono of a mutund friendship eo binding as hiz ond

TReerIest S,

’*7535011, Ope Cibe; D 5l
W:o1vinte, Iwby-Dick, pe Y.

!’91-‘. Os etthiosson, Anericzn Denoissance (Merr York: Cuford
Thiversity Pross, 191d), pe Lise
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Juct what the truve cipgnificance of this trotheriy love uas Isimacl
did not Imow, Me oniy sawr it as an anbidote $o $he cruel triciks tha

fate abt tines played on nane Bub the resulss vere sufficiontly prablily-

ing for hin in this life on carthe. Theie wes no creed for Ishnacl; in

gl

" -

oot, o friondshin with [aecsuog transcended ail crods .50 thon (uec-
] C -~ W

X

L]

quer "seoued ancdous' that Ishnocl join bim in worshiping ¥Yojo, JTschnoel
vespnonded with the follouwing oyllogism,

tub vhet is worshini= {0 do the will of God?- Thab is worshin,
Md vhat is tho w1l of Qod?= to do my fellow mom whad I wiunld
hove iy £eilow mon to do 10 me - that is the Wil of God,
o, Cveeover i wy follow mon. And vhoet do I wish thob thic
Imcequep would do to me? ihy, wnite with me in my perticular
Presbytorion forn of worship. Gomemmzﬂ;f,r,i et then unito
with hin in'his; crgo, I mch tum idolobtor.”

Intor Tohmool introduced Cuecques to Bildod and Peoles oo a2 borm nombor

of the First Consreraiional Church.. .02 this wiwle worghinging worid; vo
all beolong to that; only somo of us chordch sa-r:e crotchets mouays touch=-
tnry Ghe prand beliof; in thab wo ail join honds.t5e

The heisht of Ishmacl!s enthneiasm Zor this brothorly love .come in
the chapbow, ¥4 Squecte of the Hond,® in which he sooke of the affection

enpendered in hin by sgueeting the amborpris of Stubb's Ngearly purchascdh

%07n nis notes, Journsl of o Visit to London end the Conbinent iy
lernm JMolville 1BLO-TUED, NOLGC Oy LLCONOr LCIVilie LoGeoLy (Umioricse:
Torvord (noversity Press, 19h8), n. ih3., Molviiie copies the following
quotation from fnastasiuc or iiccirs of & CGrecl, by Thomas lope, Fsge
1Tt us Decone DrobacTs; 46 relicion sonctiiy our intimacy, co as to
divert it of its donporsile ond upon this ho nronosced Yo mo the solem
ceronony, which, in our church, uniies o friends of elther sex in the
face of tho alter by the solerm vous, gilves then the ondearing aypollo-
tion of brothors or zistero, and lmwoses upon then the sucred obligation
to stand by cach other in life mnd in doath.%

5":l';fo'.l.'\r.i.ll.le, Ioby-Dick, pe bl
saIbid., De Thn
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vhale. Squeesing the "solt, gentle globules of infiltrobed tiscues," he

gonotines mivhool his co-inborors'! honds for the gontle globwies ond an

overvholning awibion of {riondship scized hing "Corelot us scuecese honds

all povnd; nay led we old squocse oursclves into each other; let us
ameene ou;r'. elves wniversalily into the very milic and sporm of icndn -3:.'.“53
The superiluity of this cnotion wis polidified into o rore sobor ObLoCr-
vation, houovere

Tould thot I conld licep scueczing thad cporm for everl ITor
nou, since by namy wrolonged, repoated experiences, I have
porceoived that in oll ecaren mon st oventually lousr, or ab
loash chifd, his concedd of atitainctle felicitys not plocing
it awnhero in the intellect or the fancys; bub in the wife,
The Em:-.r:hr the Led, the tabtle, the saddle, the fire-side, the
comntrye-t

Tolonel beileved that ®in the zcoul of nan there lics one incular

Tohitl, 1l of pecce and Joy, but encommassed by all the horvors of the

half Imovm 1ife." He realized the necessity of clinging To that ¥insuiar

Tahibi,® for he conbtimed, “Cod lcen theel Push not off fvon that icle,
oo

Thon canst nover returnl-?

Isimael wetched Aok deport intd the "herrors of the helf lmom
Life," nover to roturn. e ccemed o realive that tho probings of :
Ahpbls dovl: somdings weore weormybed by an dmmer ovil necessity. The nor-
guacion of the crar to follow aftor the white whale, the nailing of the
donbloon o the mach, Uhe wuraing corposants, and Ahab's uproud boasting

witieny he Pixed the comsans revesled o Tohmoel thot Aheb wns deztined for

v

’sz:'-ﬁn, De 3510
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goue horéic tragedy. Ishnucl basically renpined alosf from Ahobls prob-
lon, bubt beneficially leornod fron Ahaob's vils death thot mon even in
his :::w.‘.l.liic::s, :'-ub;icct tw fate, could live. Ang whab poucrs monlixdind
counld wore wor aroingt were Loyond t!lo scope of nan's fouble rcuch.
Iolmnel swnr in Aheb the norel of Falher lpple's sermon rveversed; Wil
we obey God, e ot disobey owrzelves; mnd it is In thic dizobeying our-
goviles, vherein the hardness of obeying Cod conu.‘.:‘ar-.“yﬁ

There is more o oby-ck then just ihabls trogedy. The overtones

[}

£ shob's rolation to Pin, affer the latbter cdnost dromed, sugrosht an
alternative, The aliternatlve ic Ishneel, transcending lils choric Dunc-
“ion in thic resncect, who omr Thot mankind did not have o chave Ahobls
namor of deaths That nogy vere carricd to their deabh +ith Ahct wis a
consecuonce of the vital icscues at stolte vhen weol: minds are blindly jed
by 2 noddened brain, Isimacl!s brothorly iove nointained itcolf o5 an
wnderlying nental ond cenotional aspeet of the thamw, and iy is {hvough

Tolmeel thab Ahabls tragedy beeones vicoriously forcoful.

n'r -
)"’l'b:‘i.t':., De 35
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But by her sPill haliing comrse and winding, woful ugy, you
plainly owr thet this chip that so wept with opray, s6i:1
remained without confort. She wmg Rachol, weoping for hor
childron, beeruse thoy wore note” y

Whon Ahab refuced ¥0 2id the Rechel!s cantain in cearching for the

lost con, Ahab robufifed all durther ofiortc of porsuasion ond sald, "God

="y
slecs ye, nan, oad noy T forgive tyoelf, bub I must go.t2 If Ahab

v

conld have Iopgiven himscll, he nay hove forgotien %o < 5o in the heat
of hiz puraning oLy Dick. BDBut the Rochel didn't fowgel and retwimed 4o
pici: wp one of the Peguod!s owm sons, Iohukel quotes Job, "ind I only
o aszeaped alone to toll thee,” as he i tolien fron the coffin 1ifc-

d,
. -

! L] . -
buay’.’g Thiz reucue culninntes Isimioel!s philosophy symbolicelly.

Erothorly love ic reciprocal; the fellowship that Islmoel nracticos and
held suprene over fhob!s demoninse vongoance uas the ncens of his omm
TOOCUC
The dranalc done, Uiy thon hore dogs avy onc siop .‘."or.th';'- ;
Because one <id swrvive tho wrecl

The plot strand of Ahab alone dogs no% D311 the totality of the
novel, ZIohnnells contribution to the plot demended fuifiliment Lecouse

of his syubolic force. Thot he did survive thie wwreclh: supplied additional

57_:.1:0_31_51_., Pe i3
SS:T_U_EE., pe bh2.
59_];!_11'&_!. s Ne k78
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rolecooe from the dromatic tension that was nst fuliy provided gy the
death of iAhinb,

Tithholding the full release of thiy dromatic tension restrains the
Dpll cathrrols of the tragedy in its develomment of the theme, Inding
The novel with Ahab's death, tho yositive oltornntive of Isimwel iz mob
alloved ite culminalion, since the couce and effect »rogression of cvonts
devolons an amecbation that is notb satisfied morely by ibo controct to
Ahobio rcvén:;o. e elininado Inlmaolic syvbolic dovelopment Sn the endi-
logue, which oymbolically is nad of the structural vhole, checlmetes a

a1l responce Yo the theno,

y

weoniogls coffin served at o 1ife<buoy for Tshmcel belfore the
Nachel remcned hine This coffin had sorved scveral purposos. Onc of
Then uas the lifoc-buoy of the shin Pequod; to thic Ahedb responded,

Oh, how Zrmotorial are all matoriais] hat things real ar
there, Hab impondorablc thoughis? Hore nowls the very dreaded

gymbol of rinm decth, by a more hap, made the emressive cigm

of the heln and hwne of moct ondangured life, £ life-~buay of
a coffinl MNoes it go further? Con it be that in cono :3.:11'1'2:%:;‘!.
sense the coifin is, afteor all, but an drmortality prescrverd L

Tho possible implications:for fheb were neoningless, bub for Icirrel
were concrote unto 'J.i.*’;'-e. The contimation of the gyitols of the lilc-
buoy coifin, the Rochel, and (i developed meaning of Yshmool in tho
enilomue provides the stl;dctm‘al and smbolic culninntion of the total
novel. 5 -

Vhether or. ot Helvilie intended Ishneells brotherly love o be e

anmeoy for man in a fixed world iz 2 question for liclvilie do ansuor,

61339:';(1. 3 DD 139-1i0,
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The structural and oymbolicol wity sug

with Chewictianity aliocus il.
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Tes, there is death dn thin business of vhaling - a spocch-
lously quick chastic bundling of 2 mon into Nberdty. Bub
whnt then? Iethinks that in Josiing at things spiritoal,
we are o imch lilte oystors oboorving the cun through the
woaicr, ond thinling thet thicl watoer the thimmest of nir,
Vethinko wy body 1o but tho lees of ny botter Leing. Tn
fact tolie =y body vho will, tele it I coy, it 15 not ne.
fnd therefore tivee cheors for tantuclets ond cone o stove
boat and stove body vhen they will, for stawve gy soul, Jovo
hinseli camnote"

Ahgb could not bhink of lifo as Llissfully and ag heorfully as Ioh-
muel. Aheb thoushi Shat he could attain 2 foetbter Loing! by pioreing
the wall of the absolute, or cluo he could find o self-gratifying satiz-
foction in the mr{:e:i-iezzcc of an acverted sticept,.

I¢ io this zelf-auserted tragedy of Ahab and the whele thot oy
critics of Moby-Dick have seiged oo tho foeal point for thoeir intormre-
tations of the novel. Tho pybolic mecnings given Yo Ahob and tho ifnle
ave varicd, and oS Leds Dmford Soyd,

Sach nan will rood into foby-Dick: the drrma of his owm o=

" perience and Fhat of his contermorardes: re D, He Lainonce
sear in the conflict a battls tebtucon the blosd-gonseiousness
of the white »acc and ite oim cbotract intelilicet, thich
attamts to hunt and olay it: 1. Percy Soyunton zees in the
whalo all property and vooted prdvilege, iaovding the spirid
of nan: . Van iiyel Brooks has found in tho vhite vhale an
inare 1ike thut of CGrendel and Deowulf, exmressing the loxth-
cra eonsciousness of the havd fight ogeinst the clenents;
while for the disciple of Jung, the vhite vhele io the symbol
of the Unconueious, ulich tog-z;:en'bs man, and yeb iz the source
of all his provdest efforis.

mm&. 3 De 31. 5

63'.1.0::15 Mamdord, Hewou Pelvilleo (flew Yorlk: larcourt, Lrace mad Coey
1'210-, 1929), e 19!!-0




Thenford hinsold drous songhod of e moral. consivcicn fmon ihby=Dick.
The alternnbive Yo Ahebls mothod 1o o cuitural crowth for the aodwe of
hunendty in the face of highor pouvcrs.

By rhosical Gei‘i:-.mc:, i:ﬂ,r physicnl conl: '.., Ahob cumob rout |
ané copturo by Dick: the odds are against him: and if hiz
defionce is ...:ulc, his nethods o -o 3.3.1 ciwcuen, (outh, cule
tivabion, oxder, oyt - theze sre the pronor meomns by vhich
pon displecon gceldent ond :mbdue:s "'-.:c vacont coseernal DOEOXS
in the vndverso: the wayr of :fra:r'a'né'i 8 no% 1o Lecone more
poucrful tut %o bLecome more Inunan,

A. Mers stotos, Wihcbla i tho struggle of a mon with o vonan-

65 Mok foels thab thore is a

tic murpose ond & Calvinist contciences!
heaning in his iife vhich cludes hin," since he con #ind Little ool
conventnent in the vursose fron widich he comodb ::t;c:'ve.és IS is ot
wrpil Aleb o sbout to cast his last harpson at the white vhele theb e
has his £lzch of dnsicht; “oh, now I fecl my topmost greatness lles in
y tommwst {;:d.ef'."(ﬂ Iyers says thab Ahabls "wmeonquerabic spirlly end
his wylelding will are neaningless withoub the suffering vhich brings
then ot and gives thon szguﬁc.nco.“ﬁa Johm Frecnion ooys,
Iy is atrcnrth thet swrvives oo the dominond irmression of
1ot JHck, ese Strength Sivst, 'lmt sadnesa novte The mon
nov I ".:: mfe of .Joy than sorrowr in hin, he (‘.c'lv:?_'!.c) Ge=
clores, canvot be trnes The Hon of Sorrous wes the truest

of 2ll roen, the truest of all books is Solompnis, amd
Declesiastes the fine-hommercd steel of voes'

6L2n:m., pa 186 :

-"2-4. s ?-!:m:‘b, UG n’c....in AIm.b's Maocovery,! lew ngland Cuartorly,
v (..‘.L."'ch, 19! 2), De 31-
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67"::1111..0, 1oby-Dicls, pe LTT.
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Vicews of a more acbendeld democratic-~nocial nature, of lioby-Dick,
are foumd in the inborprotations of Mfatthiosoon and R V, Chasey who
alzo zive Ichmocl o moro Jdofinite rocogmition in tho novel. ebthiessen
tokies Ilville's concern for Ancricem democroey into consideration, and
sces Lhol as on individuol vhone desires and methods wonld tivmrt the
democrabic murnone, Hnouing Molvilicls disgebinfaction 1with Rusrsonts
philosopiyy of the Over-Sounl and self relimmce, latthiessen also finds in
Ahob an cuumle of the donper that resulis vhon a colfish idnd tolos
Zrercon's nhllosophy of the velf too literally,

Witnout deliberateoly intending it, but by virtue of his ine

tence concorn with the procariously rmaintained values of

domocratle Christianity, which he sowr evarywhere boing

threotoned or brolkon dovm, iwlville crozted in fhob's wrogedy

a foorfrl gybol of the zelf-enclosed individualicm thaby

creded to itz fwrthect extreno; brings cdisastor both won

dboelf and upon the proup of which it is parts e nrovided

alzo an oninous glirmze of what wag to result vhon the Mol

gonian will to virtue Lecamg dn loss dnnocent naturss the

will ‘o npouor and conquoste

Ishriel is given a nore rrominent position in Chasetls internrets-
tions TU is oppovont, howover, thet Chnse, rather than intorpreting
Tohmael as a gybolic or oven non-syrbolic fisurc in tho novel oo such,
impoues Melville's thinlkting unon Isimael in the interoretation of the
novols Although it is truc thot there ic o definito rolation and sindl-
arity in the idoas of Ishmacl and MHelville, it is otill true, by prin-
ciples of just criticism, thot in the novel itself Ielhmeel is smubject
only to the seclf interovetation of the integrated whole, Chase intar-
nrots Moby=Dicl: dn torms of Yoynbee's principle of wilthdrmml and returm.

This nothod of interprotation, ho hac extended Vo iuncliude all of

Txatthiesson, ope cities pe L50s
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diclvillets vorks. The prineiple of withdrawnl mnd retwrm, Chase boliecves,
can account for the variations in tho developmonts in lelviliets think-
ing.

Withdraval hao ot least three yoluted noanings in Helvilielso
mythe It signifies the shiritual ordexl off the fallen gsong
his suffering in the davk reache:s of the coul; hin wrepavabtion
for the creative emergence or rebtium (Tohnael umdoring in the
wildommess, preparing hincelf for the great naticn which has
been sronised hing Pronetheus on the roci, suffering ond weit-
ing for the time vhen his.griarmie 1ill rogenornte Zous and

ensure the cultural progress of mankind)e It significs the .
vost-revolutlonary spiritucl ordesl of Anoriea,. the Ishmacl i
or Tromethous cmong nabions. And it signifies ihe genorol !

condition of The modern world, which Melville conceiwved os
hoving withdram (or f2lien) fron o former steto of henlth,
pocr, and herolen into a vastelmd and as trying to retume
(This is the smplicit stbiject motior of Clarel.) Without
noldng theolopicnl comrritnents, Holville wos often in the
state of 1ind vo vhich Cluwdstion thinkers veier vhen they
ell ns that in mocdern tines we oveo in the desolate hours be-

freon Good Friday omd Doaster Sundoy. |

Iohanolla retum, Chase plebares oo 2 seavch Jor the fother, uho
would represent the former roodness in an achicved or Nuture stobe of

affairs, Chase is in the follozing quototion snealing of Loth llelville

and Tolonol,

Toinwells gearch for the sceret of iz pabtornity iz hic
atterpt to "roturn! o muwtd first accont the withdrzmnl In
its Dl horror. He rmmot mole a whole syoten of choices of
behavior, accoptding the conditions of life thoy imnly,
attamyting 4o reoconcile then, This iz an earithly tosit.
There can e no titenic stoming of the heavens, since that
ic suicido, Ishmael - the Ancrican = can succced if goner-
ounly coveting the loct patornal valuves of intellizence,
cuthority, ort, and heroism, he realizes That he can rotuxm
%o then oniyr by accepting his nman involwvencent in the
241301 velues, an imvolvement vhich allows hin to lcaven the
paternal ideal, to forch the paternal jdeal to xid itecell of
violence, pmer worshin, ond reaction.

Ta, v. Chcse, ope cite, D 37.
T2v510.y ppe 37-8e
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ey of She interprototions of Moby-Dick are commendabic in their
scope, in that the dramatle stiusgle botireon fhob ond the while reodily
Jends itoelf oo a cose history for any mmbor of theories. The cuoction
ig, ig it jJuut Yo Limit the scope of Moby-Dick Yo the goneruel. txosedy of
fhob and fron his strugrle to learn a lesson theb has rresent nemming?
The adaptubtion of any part of the novel to illustrote or to nyove the
volidity ond the wiversality of o nrocenb issuo or consecueniial nrin-
¢iple docs not do justice to the structural ond syrbolic vholc.

The bosis and the source for the interpreiation of amy nuvol is the
novel Itself. Strictly speolting, the biograpliical date of the author
is drvelevoni; the re:l.avo.ncc; o.‘:' biosranhical data in an internrelation
of o novel derives foree as the dota in o sceondary vy testifies of the
validity of the novel's interprolotion of iitself,.

The oxmroach is dmsortent. While it is true 'r.n.:.t telville's worls
sive muech infomantion about his thinidnz and his Iife, it docs mot
£o1dow Shet his vorls con be interprotod golely in the licht of his life
and thoughtSe

Tt &5 the pordicl treatnent of the oynbollic force of Isimnel in the
structural mnd symbolic wnity of Moby-Dick that hus Limited rmany inter-
protations of the novel, Aheb's strugrle itsclf can bo intermaeted in
several ways since the psycholagical-socinl suggostions mre varicd.

These sugpeabions, hovover, assume thoir velative nositions in the dovel-

ocrnent of the integrated vhole.

e ——




fhe faith of Tolmaocl io smnll, no grenter then o mmotard
ceed, tub 1% iz cnowd o stoy hic hend nd Yo save hin,
in the cnd, sole and cingle auony o crov thet had even leus
faith than ho.

8

Tho Rachel!s rescue of Ishmael culmdnated hin shilozopiy of wwro-
theorlyr love scybolicalily. Ac the cvonbs and the dramctle teneionm in the
navel prosressed and developed, Istmnel as o zyjbolic forco becamo rore

strong, although his irmediate rolc oo an cctor decrencel, Ahobts touch

g

of Inmonity that Storbucl: ond Plp Smwmocently aroused intensificd the al-
ready groving ouggestion, in Isimeel ond Queccueg, of on oltormative o
shabl'o venpornce, The cance ond effect progresuion of wvents in the
wovel suppesbed thet the altomaetive was Ishnnol ond vhet he sydiolicolliy
renresentod.

Phe Justificatlon of including tho cpilogue in on mm:'ctumﬁ of
Iohy-Dick is dependent upon the inclugsion of the syubolic and non-syriolic
ovents of the epilomuc in the structiurzl and oymbolic whole of the novel.
The contimation of the symbolic meaning of Ishmeel, the life-tuoy
cofMn, and the RBochicl in the eniiocue apnromriantos more definito irplil-
cations, in thet the irizd stiucturally Ladnss togothor the renaining
gtrands of the over-all plot of the nuvel.

The dwvanatic tension of the total novel is not fully relecsed :ith
Ahobts tragic death, The catharsis ic frustrobed, ond the thome is

31, 0. Percival, op. clts, . 25.
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slighbed whon e cymbolic whole is limited to Ahtblo dramntdc strurmios
Toimioel and Ahcb aro both nec.ssary to provide this cathartic cficct,
Symbolicaliy and etruveturally, Isimael and fhob constitute the manifog-
tations of tho thamc.

™The novel itoelf Justifies tho significance of Icimnel!s brotherly
Joves I{ io not necessory to prove fron Helville's biographicsl date
and his works thab lboby-Dick is more than just o story of fheb. The
uChariotioan® interpretation of Ibby-dick, tmough the fachel and Ishmael,
does not, howover, contradict Helvillo!s om thiniing, From thie notes
of hiz Toly Iand journey and his worles, especially the later ones, his
coneern for Chrict ic quite apparent.

Ioby-nick i3 thoe ctory of Igimeel and Alob whoze adventures and cx-
poriences asgeued snbollc sroportions, Balmncing Aheb wwith Ishmaed,

Touy=-nick is the story of « vongeance that did not hove 0 Lee
mimd el Lt
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