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CHAPTER I
PERTINENT CLARIFICATION WITH REGARD TO THIS STUDY

This thesis attempts to set forth a Christology of the
Book of Revelation, more exactly called in the transliterated
form of its first Greek word, the Apocalypse. The purpose of
the writer has been to present, to the best of his ability
under God, the portrait of Jesus Christ which the sacred text
of the Apocalypse paints. Certain limitations of thls purpose
were, however, deemed necessary, and a full portrait of Jesus
Christ 1s not presented in this thesis. Upon study of the re-
ferences to Christ in the Apocalypse, the writer realized that
& oconsideration of all of them in an effort to construct a
full Christology exceeded both his present ability and the
limitations of time at his disposal as well as the require-
ments for a Bachelor of Divinity thesis. The writer has thus
based this Christology of the Apocalypse on those passages
waich refer to Christ as "the Lamb." This designation for the
Christ occurs twenty-eight times in the twenty-two chapters
of the Apocalypse, as compared with but a few occurrences 1in
the rest of the New Testament. OChrist as "the Lamb" must have
been significant, to say the least, for St. John, and this
theels attempts to bring this significance to the reader. In
an effort to accomplish this purpose the writer has arranged
the twenty-eight Lamb passages (those passages which speak of
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Christ as the Lamb) in their ocontext in logical outline form.
Thus, this thesis presents a Christology of the Apocalypse on
the basis of the Lamb passages in context. The Lamb passages
are: 5:6,8,12,13; 6:1,16; 7:9,10,14,17; 12:11; 13:8; 14:1,4,4,
10; 15:3; 17:14,14; 19:7,9; 21:9,14,22,23,27; 22:1,3. The con-
texts are: 5:5-7,8-10,11-14; 6:1,16-17; 7:9-10,14-17; 12:9-12;
13:7b-8; 14:1-5,9-11; 15:1-4; 17:12-14; 19:6-9; 21:9,14,22-23,
27; 22:1-5. The Bible version quoted in this thesis is the
Revised Standard Version. Unless otherwise indicated, the chap-
ter and verse references are from the Apocalypse.

The writer's intense interest in the Apocalypse began
about one year ago, in the Spring of 1955, when he took the
Correspondence Course on the Apocalypse offered by Dr. J. T.
Mueller of Concordia Theologiocal Seminary, St. Louls, Missouri.
This course introduced him to the Book and led him through it
on the basis of the OGreek text. Needless to say, such a first-
time acquaintance with a bosk of the sort as the Apocalypse
does not satisfy one, 1t rather whets one's appetite for fur-
ther study. Consequently the writer's interest in this diffi-
oult yet wonderful Book hss remained undiminished. When 1t
came to choosing a toplc for a Bachelor of Divinity thesis,
his first thought was of the Apocalypse; and his second was:
What portrait does it paint of its central Figure, Jesus
Christ? The necessary limitation to the Lamb passages in the
presentation of this portrait is explained above. It is with
intense interest and burning zeal that the writer has attempt-
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ed the rather arduous task of presenting in this theseie in
logical outline form materisl which 18 often, by its very na-
ture, beyond logic and defiant to the demsnds of an outline.
As a result of nis study and effort there has been etched upon
his scul an irradicable imsge of the "Lamb of God, which tak-
eth awsy the sin of the world." It is his hope that the read-
¢r of this thesls will be led not only to 2n interest in, or
& deeper apprecistion of the Lpocalypse, as the case may be;
but, far more imvortant, that the reader will be helped to
see Jesus Christ as St. John saw Him--as the Lamb.

The writer assumes the text of the Apocalypse to be the
inspired, inerrant, infallible %ord of God. He thus does not
countenance the redaction and partition theories which have
been folasted upon the text to suit mortal minds. He believes
that the zuthor of the Apocalypse is the Apocstle St. John,
who also wrote the Gospel =2nd the Eplstles which bear his
name. He has found the arguments against Johannine authorship
unconvineing. He holds the date of composition to be about
86 A. D., during the reign of Domitian. One's view of author-
ship and date of composition would, of course, have little or
no bearing on the material of this thesis. The writer believes
that for an appreciation of the dootrine of Christ (or of any
other doectrine) in the Book i1t is not nécessary to bring into
the foreground a definite view as to the significance and
design of the visions therein contained. The Apocalypse had to
have a definite message of (God for the readers of St. John's
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day and 1t must have a definite message of God for the read-
ers of the Twentieth Century. Dasically that message iz the
same, only the circumstances of men change somewhat with the
passage of time. To extraot that message and to proslaim 1it,
maintalining one's sanity and stability, demands the best that
God has given = man; but the message is there, snd must be
extracted, asg difficult end foreign to the modern mind as its
apocalyptic dress may be.

With regsrd to the orgsnization of this thesls & few
points deserve mention for the resder's benefit. Chapter II,
entitled "The Christology of the Apocalypse,® 1s of a general
and 1latroductory nature. It treats of general Christological
Batters with speeial reference to the Book in hand, of the
centrality of Christ in the Apocalypse, of His centrelity as
the Lamb, and includes the negessary baskground and grammatiocal
material on the word "lamb" (apviov). The following chapters
(III to V) then take up the Lamb passsges, divided into three
categories, and these further sgubdivided, as the Table of Con-
tents indicates. The Lamb 1s considered =& Congueror snd Ex-
ecuter of wrath, as FRedeemer, and as Dispenser of life (chap-
ter III); in His relation to the Holy Spirit snd to God the
Father (chapter IV); and in His relstion to the saints (ohap-
ter V). The writer has bent every effort to achieve & sem-
blance of unity, coherence snd orderly progression in this
unfolding of the Lamb passages, and to this end hls original

outline underwvent constant revision ss he wrote. The reader
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May at times wonder why more is not said concerning 2 part-
louler Lamb pzgsage. This may be pertially explalned by men-
tion of the faot that often only one truth of & given passage
i1s the point desired in the discussion in hand. Since many of
the Lamb passages come up for consideration several times, it
is hoped thst a compilation of the total material presented
on a glven psgsage would indieate that 1ts significant fuots
have been adequatsly treated. To avoid unnecessary repetition,
foothote references direct the reader to matters olready
treated or to be trested in s different connection.

Ag far as the wrlter has been able to aseertain, nothing
Of the nsture of this thesis has ever beea attempted. He
kKnows of no Christology of the Apoealypse on thas basis of the
Larb passages. Perhaps, the "artificiality" of such a study
has kept many from stverpting 1t. The writer recognizes this
"artificislity"-~the construction of a partial Christology
on the basis of select pessages--but he believes that,
though "artificial," the study has been and will be not only
interesting, but slsc instructive snd profitable. Christolo-
gles of the whole Apocalypse have been written. In the Pritz-
laff lemorial Library of Concordia Theclogical Seminary, =t.
Louls, Missouri, there is s Bachelor of Divinity thesis en-
titled "The Dootrine of Christ in the Avocalypse,* written
by student Walter Eilwanger in 19628. The writer found to be
very useful the chapter entitled “The Christology of the Apoc-
alypse of John,* written in 1942 by D. M. Beock #nd appesring
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in a book entitled New Testament Studies. PDie Christologis
der Apk was written by F. Buechsel in 1907, but the writer
wae unable to obtaln a ocopy of thie book for his study. No
doubt the definitive work entitled Ihes Dogtrine of the Anoga-
i¥pse, written by H. Gethardt in 1878, contalns much material
on the Christology of the Book. Unfortunately, the writer was
unsuceessful in locsting a copy of this book slse. In addition,
the renowned commentaries from the pens of R. H. Charles,
H. B. Swete, and I. T. Beckwlith contain some Christologlcal
material in the doetrinal sections of thelir introductory
pages, although what 1s there offered 1s little more than an
outlined reference to the passages which trest of Christ.

The data of this thesls were taken mainly from books
dealing with New Testament Introduction, Biblical Theology,
New Testament Theology, Johannine Theology, the Christology
of the New Testament, the Johannine Christology, the Chrigt-
ology of the Apocalypse, and some of the numerous commentar-
les on the Apocalypse. The abundance of material in bound
and book form preocluded the writer's use of periocdical ma-
terial, which appeared upon perusal to offer little which
demanded his attention anyway. With regard to the use of
the date collated from these sources two points deserve
mention. Since the foundation of the entire thesis rests upon
the fact that Christ as the Lamb ig an (if not the) impor-
tant feature of the Apocalypse, the writer attempted to pre-
sent a wide breadth of scholarship to undergird this fact.
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Hence, chapter II, in which the centrality of Ohrist as the
Lemb is presented, is replete with data from books of Intro-
duction, Theology and Christology written by scholars of many
stripes and decades. The other point ie that in the actual
presentation of the Christology on the basis of the Lamb
passages (chapters III to V), several commentaries were relied
upon quite heavily for the required exegetical material. The
commentaries of H. B. Swete, R. H. Charles, J. Behm, R. C. H.
Lenski, and M. Kiddle are the five upon which the writer de-
pended. Thie denendence on these five commentaries was inten-
tional. The writer felt that reliance on H. B. Swete was neces-
sary becsuse, as of 1907, his ocommentary was no doubt the
definitive work on the Apocalypse, and even today it is unex-
celled in many respects. The two volume work of R. H. Charles,
which appeared in 1920, simply cannot be neglected in any
serious study of the Apocalypse; it is monumental, and, al-
though eritical, will undoubtedly remain definitive for years
to come, for it is an effort of a great scholar deeply rooted
in apocalyptic studies. The books of R. C. H. Lenski, J. Behm
and M. Kiddle were echosen to glve the modern conservative
Lutheran and Ameriean, the modern German, and the modern Eng-
ligh viewpoints, respeotively, on the Apocalypse.

With so much to furnish the necessary background and expla-
nation we turn now to more interesting and profitable material

--the Apocalypse's presentation of Jesus Christ as the Lamb.




CHAPTER II

THE CHRISTOLOGY OF THE APOCALYPSE

Jesug Christ i1s the central Figure in the Apocalypse.
This fact, readily apparent to any reader of the Book, 1is
attested by commentators and critics alike. Van Josterzee
congiders Christ "the center of the whole" in the Apocalypse,
a8 in the Gospel and Epistles of John.?! Likewise Westcott,
comparing the Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel, sees Christ
as "the central rigure.‘2 In fact, the very words "central
Figure" with reference to Chriet find place in many a perti-
nent book on the Apocalypse.s Even scholars who tend to be
somewhat liberal and freely critical in the area of Bibliecal
Theology do not attempt to gainsay the centrality of Christ.
Barton admits: *In all these visions Christ 18 the central

flgure.'4 Preston and Hanson take Dodd to task for placing

1J. J. Ven Oosterzee, The of the New ITecatament,
translated from the Dutch by Msurice J. Evans (Second edition;

London: Hodder snd Stoughton, 1871), p. 408.

B. F. Westcott, The Gospel Asgording %o S%. John (Grana
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 188l1), lxxxv.

3
Floyd V. Filson Qngnlnf the New (Philadelphia:
The Wegtminster Preas: ¢c.1952), p. 218; remus Almy Hayes,

His Writings (New York: The Methodist Book Conoern,
¢.1917), p. 259; Archibald ¥. Hunter, Ingerpreting
%ﬂﬂ&g%gn& (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1S51), pp.

03-

; nest William Psrsons, The Religion of ;hg_¥gg_zg§£.,
pent (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, ¢.1939), p. 164.

4@eorge A. Barton, Studies in Naw
(Philadelphia: Un. of Pennsylvania Press, 1928), pp. 32-3.
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the work of Christ in the background, when it belongs in the
center.”

Looking to the Book itself we find that the opening
words of the Aponcalypee present 1ts central Figure in a most
striking way. "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave him. . ." (1:1). The question immediately arises: Is
the genitive (CAwokahuis Ineol) Xpietw) subjective or
ocbjective? Several scholars, on the strength of the words
"which God gave him" (1:1), hold it to be subjestive (the
revelation which Christ received from God and now zives in
this Book).® Thiessen, however, on the baals of usage,
strongly contends for the objective case (the revelation
about Christ). He astates his position thus:

This book purports tc be "the Revelation of Jesus

Chrigt" (1:1). With due respect for the scholarship

that differs with us, we take this to be an object-

ive genitive, "the Revelation of the Person and Work

of Christ." It would seem that of the twelve times
that the word "revelation® (gpokalupsig) oceurs with
a genitive, outside the present reference, only two
could be subjeotive genitives (2 Cor. 12:1; Gal. 1:12),
"the Revelation from Jesus Christ"; all the others
are objective genitives (Luke 2:32; Rom. 2:5; 8:19;
16:25; 1 Cor. 1:7; 2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:7,13; 4:13).
When we add to thls the fact that 2 Cor. 12:1 and Gal.
1:12 mey also be intended to be objeotive genitives,
the poa&tion we have taken for Rev. 1:1 becomes very
strong.

SRonald H. Preston and Anthony T. Hanson, R
of Saint John the Diving (London: SCM Press, 1949), p. 32.

6Thus W. H. G. Thomss, The mmf Js*n (Grand Raplds:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing'GOMDan!. c.1946), p. 346; A. T.
Robertson, Epoohs in the Life of ike Anostle John (New York:
Fleming H. Revell Company, ¢.1935), p. 214.

7Henry C. Thiessen, Iatroduction ln.ﬁan !ﬂ!.:ﬂliﬂ%lﬂi
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., e¢. 1943), p. 316.
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If Thiessen's position may stand {(and he s backed by Hort8),
2 gtrong point for the Christology of the Apocalypse 1s made,
for Jesus Christ 1s then anncunced in the opening words as
the Subjenat of the entire Book. But regsrdless of whether
the genltive of the first verse is subjeotive or objective,
the fact remains that "either makea Christ the central fig-
ure of the book."?

The adequate treatment of the doetrine of Christ in the
Avocalypse, the fact that the Book i1s "full of Him . . .
that He is the subjsot and substance of every part, "10 is
attested by the fact that elaborate ougtlines of the Christ-
ology have been successfully attempted.ll Charles, having
stated that "the teaching of our author on this subject
[Jesus Ghrist] is very comprehensive," and professing to deal
with only the "main points" of this doctrine in his intro-
duction, goes on to pack four pages with the pertinent Christ-

ological material in the Apocalyose.lz Likewlise Swete spends

eliﬂobertsona Epochs iu ihs Life of tha 2postle John,
D. .

SMerrill C. Tenney, Ihe

&ﬂi.Anglx&Ls.Egzzgx (Lonaon: ¥§§'§§%§g%fg§;sf%y ellowship,

001955 [ ] p- 40 .
107nomas, op- git., =- 3€5.
1l1p4a., pp. 366-66; Josiah Blake Tidwell, John

fye {Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
0-193 ] pp. 13;5.36.

12R. H. Onharles, A Critigal and PRegotloal bpumgaiary o
Ibo Rogzlet 2L 8t. Johp, 2 vols. inburgh: ¥. . Clark,

1920), I, ex-cxiv.
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more words on Christology in hls introductory chapter on

"“Dootrine® than on any other cne doetrine of the Book.l3

And both Thiassen and Tenney outline the entire Apocalypse

with reference ts Chrisg.i4

A listing of the names by which the auther refers to

Christ will afford a comprehensive overview of Hie person

end work as fully presented in the Apocalypse. "“The emphasie

on namea ig one of John's sumulsative attempts to make the

bearer of the names signifioant.'ls Christ goes under the

following titles snd names in this Book:

1. the Lamb (28 times: 5:6,8,12,13; 8:1,16; 7:9,10,14,
17; 12:11; 13:8; 14:1,4,4,10; 15:3; 17:14,
l4; 19:7,9; 21:9,14,22,23,27; 22:1,3)

2. Jesus (9 times: 1:9,9; 12:17; 14:12; 17:6; 19:10,
10; 20:4; 22:18)

3. Jesus Christ ' (3 timas: 1:1,2,5)

4. Lord (3 timess 11:8 (ef. 1:10); 14:13)
5. Hie Christ iz times: 11:15; 12:10)

6. the Christ 2 times: 20:4,86)

7. Son of Man (2 timea: 1:13; 14:14)

8. Word of God (1 time: 19:13)

9. Lord Jesus 2 times: 22:20,21)
10. Son of God 1 time: 2:18)
11. the holy One 1 time: 3:7)
iZ. the Tirst born of the dead (1 time: 1:5)
13. Lord of lords (2 times: 17:14; 19:16)
14. King of kings 2 times: 17:14; 19:16)

15. the FRuler of kings cn earth 1 time: 1:8)

13Henry Barciay Swete, The 2f St Joha (Second

edition; London: Maemililan snd Co., Ltd., 19207), clix-slxiil.

of John," in Hew zggjgnggg Btudjes, edited by Edwin Prinae
Booth (HNew York: Abingdon--Gokesbury Prses, 0.1942), p. 274.

14Thiessen. on. git.,» pp. 328-29; Tenney, Qu- ik-»
400.13.

15Dwight Marion Beok, *The Christology of the Apocalypse

—<—
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16. the First snd the Last (3 times: 1:17; 2:8; 22:13)
17. the Alpha and the Omega (2 times: 21:6; 22:13)
18. the Beginning and the End (2 times: 21:8; 22:13)
19. the Beginning of God's oreation (1 time: 3:14)

20. the Lion of the tribe of Judah (1 time: 5:5)

21. the Root of David (1 time: 5:8)

22. the Root and Offspring of David (1 time: 22:186)

23. the bright morning Star (1 time: 22:16)

24. Faithful (1 time: 19:11)

25. True (2 times: 3:7; 19:11)
26. the Amen 1 time: 3:14)

27. the faithful Witness 1l time: 1:5)

28. the faithful and true Witness (1 time: 3:14)

Significan$, indeed, 1s He to whom all these titles and
hames apply. To this list could be added the more "elaborate
desoriptive titles" applied to Christ, such 28, "the living
one" (1:18), the One "who has the seven spirits of Goa" (3:1),
the One "who hasg the key of David" (3:7) and many others,
whioch "embody the same circle of ideas as are more briefly
suggeeted by the simpler designations; and only more vividly
and richly express their oontents.'le

Despite the Christological fulness "no formulated doe-
trine of the person and work of Christ should be sought in the
Apocalypee."l? It 1s regzarded "a commonplace in New Testament
theology that there is no formal dooctrine of Christ in the
Apooalypse.'ls "The Christology of the Apocalypse may evade

16pBenjamin B. Warfield, ;n;,hnnn,nt Glory (New York:
American Tract Soclety, n.d.), p. 290.

17George Barker Stevens, Ihs Ihgnln¢§ of the !ﬂg Igsta-
ment (Seocond edition; New I;rk: Charles Scoribner's Sons,

1827), p. 537.

18Becok . 9i%- . 254, 275. BSee also Sydney Cave,
- the l".ng.zn.n. at’mm (London: Duckworth, 1952),
p' 58.
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analyels . . . ," Swete admite, after having attempted to
present this Christology in gummary and outline form.19
This lack of formulation lies in the very nature of the Book
and in the immediate purpose for which it was written, But
formal or informal as the Christology may be, the fact re-
mains that 1t 1s there, centrally there in asbundance, chal-
lenging the student to formulate and appreciate it.

Since the Apocalypse deals primerily with the glorified
and triumphant Christ, it follows that the Christological
emphasie is on Hie "heavenly career" as dlstinet from His
career on earth. In thie emphasis the Apoecalypse stands
8loof and alone. ‘"Howhere else in the New Testament are the
personal activities of Jesus Christ present in His Church,
the glories of Hig heavenly life, or the possibilities of
Eis future manifestation so magnificently set forth. "20
Feine rightly observes:

Wenn man auf das (Ganze eieht, enthaelt von allen

Ntlichen Schriften die Apokalypse die meisten Aus-

sagen ueber Jesu Herrschergewalt und Herrsoherstellung.21

Thus, to speak of the “high Ghristology'zz is very much in

19swete, gp. git., olxiil.

201b3d. See also Harold Henry Rowley, The Relevange of
: A Study of and Christian Apogalypses from

dpogalyptia

Danlel to gglslﬂslgn Second edlition; London: Lutterworth
Press, 194%9? >. 134; Beok, gp. gif.» p- 254; Thomas, gu. git.,
P. 346; chal‘les. QR' m-, I. exi.

21 ‘
Paul Feine des Neuen Tsataments (Leipzig: ~
Quelle & Meyer, 10217, n. 186 |

224m. H. Johnson, !hg,&g,!?;g,[&ng of Glory? (New York:
1940), p- 72.

American Traect Scclety, o.
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plage, and to oleim (with Baur) "that the Christology of the
Apocalypee doees not rise essentially above the Eblonite stand-
point" requires "some smount of oourage.'za

With regerd to the "earthly career” of Christ we find
that John "like Psul, . . . spends little time on the days
of humilistion."24 But to hold, as Burrows does, that "the
historical Jesus 18 hardly recognizable in the descriptions
of chs. 1:12-16; 15:11-16; and elsewhere"®® is to pass by
the eternal glory of the God-Man and the "epiphanies" of
His "earthly csreer," to forget that the charseterization
of Christ in the Apocalypse "presupvoses his earthly life."26
Feine states the ocase quite strongly when he says: %Das
Erdenleben und insbesondere die Selbsthingabe Jesu in den
Tod gehoert zu dsn grundlegenden Elementen der Christologie
der Orfenbarung.'27 References to the earthly life of Christ
are not many, to be sure, but such references are not totally
absent. His descent 1s from the tribe of Judah and the fam-
ily of Davia (5:8; 12:16); He 1s born in the midst of the
Jewish theocracy (12:1-3,5). He has twelve apostles (21:14),

wee erucified in Jerusalem (11:8), was plerced (1:7), rose

23van Ocsterzee, Qu- S4%-» p. 406.
243801(. 0. m-‘ P 271.

28M311ar Burrows gg,gnglgng nz,Bg?lxn.L Theology
(Philadelphla: Westminster Press, 1946), p. 108.

268tevens, 2p. 9it., p. 536.

27Feine, Dia Ballgion dea Neuao Zeatements, p. 130.

i o
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from the dead (1:5,18) and ascended on high (3:21; 12:5).
Such are the explicit references to Christ's earthly life.
To this must be added the fact that the personal name "Jesus"
occurs nine times for the glorious Christ, and in the New
Testament this always represents the historic Person whose
story is told in the Gospela.28 Further, Hayes has found
reminiscences of Jesus' words in the Gospels in passages of
the Apocalypse. He compares 14:14-20 with Mt. 26:64, 14:15
with Mk. 13:32, 14:18 with Mt. 13:39; the "vine of the earth"
in the Apocalypse with the vine and 1ts branches of Jn. 15.2°
The exalted Christ of the Apocalypse "is the same person as
the Jesus who lived and died on earth,*30

What i1s the relation of the Christology of the Apoca-
lypee to that of the rest of Scripture? That the Book rests
solidly on the ocanonigal writings of the past is incontro-
vertible. Robertson points out:

In the appendix to the second volume of Westocott and

Hort's Greck New Testament it 1s shown that of the

404 verses in John's Apocalypse, 278 contaln refer-

ences to the 014 Testament. No other book of the Nowt.al

Testament shows such constant use of the 014 Testamen

Although there is no formal citation of the Old Testament, 52

28yalter F. Adene .
. y mmmmwum
(New York: Hodder and étoughton. 909), p. 162.

2%Hayes, op. git., pp. 291-92.
30adeney, gp. git-» p- 162.
SlRobertson, Epocha An the Lifs of the Avostle John, p. 206.

32Ip1d. See alsy A. Schlatter, dle Bibel
(Stuttgart: Calwer Verlagsverein, 1889), p. 495.
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"there 1 sesreely a symbol or figure employed that is not
appropristad to some extent f£rom the 01d Testament."S3 Hayes
Points out that "this book has been called 'a rhetorical
resums of prevlious Scrigture.'”54 30 algo with refersnce to
the New Testament, and speeifically to the doctrine of Christ,
the Apocalypee “furnishes ho doctrine of Christ which 1s not
warranted Dy gone sorresponding analogy in the gospels(elc.].*3°
"Die Christologie der Apk ist also ebenfalls keine andere als
dle der andaran ntlichen Schriften," writes Feine.56 And
Warfleld states that "1t would not be untrue to say that the
Book of Revelation, . . . gathers up into an enitoms and gives
vivid sxpression to the whole nseatury's thought of Jesus. 437
®h2 whole matter of the indebtednsss of the Apocalypse to the
rest of 3arinture is beautifylly summarized hy Van Oosterzee:
An impartial survey of the doetrlnal system of the Apoca-
lypse reveals, on the one hand, how many an earlier or
later objectlon %» this book rests on a misunderstanding
or a prejudice, and on the other hand, how the prospect
here opened up by no means stands alone in Holy Seript-

ure, but is, as it were, the orown of that stem whose
follage ia snread forth bsfore nur eyes in the prophetio

334ilton 5. Terry, Blbllgal (Kew York:
Eaton & Mains, 0.18985. p. 255, e A. T. bertson, Sylla-

bus for Nav Ig&{g?aa; gﬁggy (Nagshville, Tennessee: The Broad-
man Fress, ©.1915), pp. 254-55 for a 1list of the 0ld Testa-

ment imacery 1ln the Apoecalypse.
54Hayes. ep. 8ik.» vp. 310=-11l.
55Terry, m- m.’ e 262-

38paul Felne nggjggig QE; ygngn 21#&5&92&! (Berlin:
w 4 ~ 1
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 1922), p. 376.

374avrrield, oon. 24%., p. 288.
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and Apostolic writings of the 0ld and New Testament.
As streams losze themselves in the ogcean, so do all the
expectations of blessedness opened to us in Seoripture
unite in the Apocalyptic perspective; and precisely to
the latest book of the New Testament the investigation
as to the higher unity of the different doetrinal sys-
tems attachgg i1tself easily, and, as 1t were, without
any effort.

As Jesus Christ 1s the central Figure in the Apocalypse,
the doctrine of His pergon and work recelving full and adequate
emphasis in agreement with the rest of Seripture, so the cen-
tral act of His work is Hle redemptive death and the central
characterization of Him is in the role of Savior. It is in
the light of His saving death that the Apocalypse views His
heavenly actions and relationships. Feilne observes:

Slieht man aber nun naeher zu, so it es die Anschauung

auch des Apokalyptikers ebenso wie wir es bel Paulus

und im Hebraeerbrief fanden, dass dlese Person, der

Christus, gerade die Herrscherpraedikate im Grunde

doch erst auf Grund und nach Ausrichtung seinsg Er-

loesungswerkes an der Mensohhelt erlangt hat.

Schlatter writes: "Alle Macht und That des himmlischen Christus
ist mit seinem Kreuz verknuepft als die Folge und Frucht seines
heiligen Opfers auf Erdan.'4° We will have more to say con-
cerning the redemptive death of Christ in the following chap-
ter. Ve merely here want summarily to note that the Apocalypse
distinetly emphaslizes the fulfillment of Christ's redemptive

work in and through His death, attaching the greatest impor-

5BVan Oosterzee, gn. 9il-s» p- 414.
5°Feine, Die Raligion des Neuen Testaments, p. 129.
40gonlatter, Einleitungz in die Bibel, p. 500. See also

A. Schlatter, Die des Testaments (Stuttgart:
Verlag der Vereinbuchhandlung, 1910), II, 145.
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tance to this death.41

To the end of expressing in symbol and in ploture the
supreme work of Jesus culminating in His death John uses all
the resources of his art.%? John never calls Jesus "Savior."
His symbol for the Savior in the Apooalypse is "the Lamb." The
very frequency with which this title oeours,43 to say nothing
of the significance of this name in the entire Apocalypse de-
mands attention. And attention it has received by almost
every writer who has devoted serlous study to the Book. To
mention only a few, Pareong,44 8tovana.45 John-on.46 Burrows.47

Sheldon,*® Holtzmann,%® Farrar,®0 Beeck, %! Hayes, 2 ana many

TN R R LS e T
QR. git., ecixvii.

42Preaton and Hanson, gQp. git., p. 32.

43346 List of Names, gupra, pp. ll-12.

44paysong, gp. git., p. lé4.

4583tevens, gn. 91%., p- 536.

46Johnaon, en. git., prp. 72-3.

47Burrovs, op. git., p- 87.

48gne1don, gp. gif., pp. 162-63.

4SHeinricn Julius Holtzmann,

Lehrbuch &n:
lichen Theolgogzie (Tuebigen: Verlag von J. C. B. Mohr, 1911),
I. 548-

50Fprederic W. Farrar !ﬂtll.ﬂall -Ehflﬂilﬂnlll
(New York: Cassell, Pctt;r?hahlpin & o..nfeaa s P OSL.

5lBeok, gp. gig., p. 276.

52Hayes, ou. Qi%., pp. 227-28.
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Otheres have noted the significance of the recurrence of the
use of the title "Lamb" for Christ. Terry outlines the en-
tire Apocalypse with reference to the Lamb.%3 Sehiek recog-
nizes thie symbol as the Apocalypse's pioture for Christ as
Redeemer ana Savior.%® Feine states that the presentation of
Christ 2¢ the Lamb "igt die charakteristische [Yorstellungﬂdiesel
Buohes. "% warriela goes so far as to suggest that the Lamb

had acquired for him [ the seer ] much the status of &

Rroper name [ italics mine], and suggested itself as
a designation of Jesus even when the mind of the writer

:gs dwelllng on other aspects of His work tggt Caie.]
a2t most closely symbolized by this tilitle.

Dean declesres that ¥"the real scheme of thought of the Book of
Revelation requires that its conception of Him (Christ | as
the Lemb that wes slain should be central.*57 Ellwanger con-
ciders the use of Lamb for Jesus "the golden thread of its
Lthe Apocalypae's] interpretation and the keynote of 1its

understanding. "®® And Rawlinson, having discussed the refer-

%37erry, gu. git-, pp. 271-72.
S4payara Sehick, "Die Apokalypse," in Hellige Sohrift

in Reutsgher Usbersatzung (Echter--Bibel), Neue hﬂ-ﬁ&lﬂl&s
herausgegeben von Karl Staab (Wuerzburg: Echter--Verlag, 1952),
p. 30.

55Feine, Dia Baligion des Neusn Ieataments, p- 130.

56Harr1eld. on- 94%-» Pp. 290-91. See footnote 8 on p.
291 in Warfield, where he clalms backing for this suggestion
by Hoestre and Gebhardt. See also Beok, gp. git., p. 2568;
Preston a2nd Hanson, gp. 2i%-, p. 76.

57J. 7. Dean, IThe Book of Raevelation (Edinburgi: T. & T.
Clark, 1915), p. 3l.

58yalter Ellwanger, "The Doetrine of Christ in the Apooa-
lypse, * unpublished Bachelor's Thesis, Concordia Semlnary,
st‘ Loul.l 1928. po 240
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ences to the Lamb in the Apocalypse, conoludes by saying:
"There could be no better summary of the Christology of the
Apocalypse. 59

John the 2:-5i8t had s=2i1d, "Behold, the Lamb of God!"
John the evangelist followed Jesus and saw him live

the spotlesg 1ife, and die on the eross; and then in
apocalyptic vision he saw him at the head of heaven's
hosts 2nd eitting on heaven's throne; and to him Jesus
was the Pasohal Lamb, slain for sin, saving from sin.
To him heaven's King was a warring, ogeroomlng, purify-
ing, illuminating Lamb on the throne.%0

Indeed, Christ as the Lamb is the characteristic of the
Apocalypse. Not only is He the central Figure, not only is
the doctrine of His person and work fully treated, not only
does His work oculminate in His death; but He is central as
the Lamb, as the Lamb He died, and on the basis of the Lamb
passages an interesting and edifying Christology can be postu-
lated. These latter points will receive full treatment in
later chapters. A preview of what lies in store is nicely
given in the words of Bernharad:

In the peouliar title [the Lamb ], thus studiously em-

pioyed, =2nd illustrated by the repeated mention of the

slaying and the blood, we read the dooctrine, that the
ground of the nersonal 1s the ground of the genersl
selvation: that the place which the sacrifice of the
desth of Christ holds in the consciousness of the be-
liever, is the same which the sacrifice of the death of

Christ holds in the history of the Church, and that he
conquers for us, and reigns among us, and achleves the

659
Alfred Edward John Rawlineon, The New Igﬂ&ﬁ%zni -
. and Co.,

Islnf of the Chrigt (London: Longnans, Green td.,
1 26 ] po 194‘-

60Hayes. op. 0i1%., p. 228.
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restoration of all things, Rgcause he has first
::i::egwgim:ﬁirsigrogsihzngoiidtgf Lamb of God who
J

Lingulstic considerations regarding the Lamb, its usage
in the New Teetament, and its background in the 0ld Testament
heed our brief attention before we exegetically consider the
Lamb passages.

Lamb ( 5pvvbv) ig used 28 times with reference to Christ
in the Apocalypse (5:6,8,12,13; 6:1,16; 7:9,10,14,17; 12:11;
13:8; 14:1,4,4,10; 15:3; 17:14,14; 19:7,9; 21:9,14,22,23,27;
22:1,3).%2 Elgewhere in the New Testament the word is found
in John 21:15, where the plural (#pv) is used of Christ's
followers. This reference is, ineidently, one of the two
passages in the MNew Testament where "lamb" is employed with-
out reference to Christ (gf. Lk. 10:3, s apvas ). Christ is
referred to as "Lamb" in the rest of the New Testament,
though not frequently, and always under the word gwvos. The
usage "1s characteristic of the Johannine wr:.tings.'63 Thus,
John 1:29,38, Jesus s deseribed as "the Lamb of God" ( &

2 \ - A
duvos TV Feov ), in the former passage as "the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world." Acts 8:32 speaks of

61
Thomas Dehaney Bernhard, Ihe Progress of Engjzgna in
(Grand Ranias. Zondervan Publishing House,

X

82%he 29th use of mpraV in the Apocalypse is with refer-
ence to the ceocond beast in 13:11: "Then I saw another beast
vhioh rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb
EQMOLG Apvies]and At spoke like a dragon."

63V1ncent Taylor, zhg_ﬂgmgg of Jegug (London: Macmillan
& GO., Ltd-. 1953). p- 11 .
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Christ as it quotes Ie. B53:7f: "As e sheep led to the
slaughter or a lamb{}ybvés] before its shearer is dumb,
80 he opens not hie mouth." And in 1 Pet. 1:15 the readers
are reminded that they were redeemed "with the preoious
blood of Christ, 1like that of a lamb[ﬂjs %uvﬁ3]w1thout
blemigh or spot." Thie is the extent of the New Testament
usage of "lamb" (both En/uals and apviov).

In answer to the question as to why épwa instead of
%waS ig employed in the Apocalypse Lenskl offers a lingulstie
answer:

The oblique cases of auvos are seldom used, those of

Gpvos being substituted, of which, in turn, the nomi-

ngtive was not used. Since in Revelation both the

nominative and the obllquo cases are required for

"Lamb, * neither Huvos nor apves were suitable but

only Jpviov of which all cases were in use. . . .

This is the reason for the employment of »pwvoY in

ReVelaé&on. it is merely a linguistic matter in the

Greek.

Kiddle rightly observes that the meaning of "Lamb" is not
effected by the fsot that zpwov 1s used in the Apocalypse,
while Zuvés is used in the other New Testament cltations.
“In the one [the Apocalypse | as in the other (the Fourth
Gospel |, the Lamb'e death is the means of cleansing God's
pecple from their sins. . . .%88 “Apviov 18, of course,

diminutive in form, but thig fact must not De presaed.ss

4. ¢. H. Lensi, The Interoretation of St. John's
Revelation (Columbus: The Wartburg Press, ¢.1943), p. 198.

65Martin Kiddle and M. K. Ross, Ehl.ﬂﬂlalﬁf%%n ﬁ:"i'
Jdohn (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 401, p. 98.

56swete, op. oif-» p- 76-
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Surkau agrees with this, saying of éprV’: "urgpruenglich
eine Verkleinerungsform, deren verkleinernde Bedeutung dem
NT nicht mehr gelaeufig ist. . . ."57 4Anda Behm definitely
departs from any dimlnutive idea in cipviov when he states:

Gedacht 1st offenbar nicht an das kleilne wehrlose

Laemmlein . . . , vielmehr an den jungen VWidder mit

Hoerner (s. Dan.8,3; Henoch--Apok.QO.g). den zeichen

BeTemBE; Foals Sordorga) BBt (TEL- - Mos.35,7;

’ ’ ’ » »

The question of the 014 Testament background of "lamb*
needs attention, especially in view of the fast that the
symbol is introduced in the fifth chapter of the Apocalypse
without explasnation. Evidently i1ts meaning was clear to
John's readers without explanation.sg One could, of course,
conjecture thot he who had been led to Christ by the Bap-
tist's words, "Behold, the Lamb of God" (Jn. 1:26,39), would
have often uttered and explained this meaningful symbol to
his congregations. But the question yet remains as to what

014 Testament idea(s) underlie(s) this favorite Johannine

% Hang Werner Surksu, "Lamm Gottes," in Biblisch--Theo-
dogisches Handwpertepbuch zur Lutherbibel und zu nsueren
%ﬁhﬂ:ﬂsﬁzu?ggn, harausgegeben von Edo Oaterloh und Hans

gelland (Goettingen: Vandernhoeck & Ruprecht, ©.1954),
p. 330.

8Johannes Behm, Dig Offenbarung des Johannes, in Das
‘5 Deutgcoh, herausgegeben von Paul Althaus

ieatament
(Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1953), XI, 35. Bernhard

weles, Blblical Theology of the g.m I.n.&.nmmh translated
from %he third revised edition of the German by David Eaton

and James E. Duguid (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, n.d.), II,
273, footnote 2 appears to stand alone in holding that the

diminutive 1s "intentionally selected."
sgBehm. mo m- F ] p- 35.
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title.

That the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 was interpreted
@8 messlanic in the New Testament is evident from Acts 8!
32ff. And that Isalah 53, especially verses 7f. ("As a sheep
led to the slaughter or as a lamb before i1ts shearer is dumb,
80 he opens not his mouth."), lies behind the Lamb of the Apoca-
lypse is the general opinion of scholars.’® Others allow
& combined reference to Is. 53:7f. and the Paschal Lamb of
Exodus (eof. 1 Cor. 5:7: "For Ohrist, our paschal lamb, has
been gacrificed.").7l A possible combined reference to Is.
53:7f. and Jer. 11:19 ("But I was like a gentle lamb led to
the slaughter. . . .") 1s held by Beck and Swete,’2 but

70Ragnar Leivestad, Christ the Congueror (New York: The
Magmillan Company, 1954), p. 222; Welss gp. git., II, 273,
footnote 2; G. R. Beasley--Murray, The Reyelation, in Ihe
New B gg_%mgmg_, edited by F. Davidson, A. M. Stibbs and
E. F. Kevan (Grand Rapids: Wm. B, Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1953), p. 1177; Burrows, gp. g¢it., pp. 87-8; Warfield, op.
edt., p. 291; Preston and Hanson, gp. git., p. 76; Charles,
gp. git., I, 141; Holtzmann, Q9p. 8it., I. 548; A possible
reference to Is. 53:7f. 18 admitted by Rawlinson, Qp. clt.,
pp. 192-93; Adeney, gp- git., pp. 164-65.

7lFeine, Thaglogie das Neuen Teataments, p. 377; Schick,
QD. git., p. 30; James Mofratt, "The Revelation of St. John

the Divine," in The %xngg;;gzll,gzggh edited by
W. Robertson Nieoll (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1951), V, 384; Revere Franklin Weldner, Bibligal

of the New Teatament (Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co.,
1891), II, 269. Weiss, op. cit., II, 273 footnote 2 denies
a reference to the Paschal Lamb, and Frank C. Porter, "Book
of Revelation," in A QLQIL%H&II‘QI.IhE g;g;;, edited by
James Hagtings (New York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1902),
IV, 263, holds that the matter of referring the Lamb of the
Apocalypse to either the Suffering Servant of Isalah or to
the Paschal Lamb, or to both, must remain uncertain.

72Beck, gn. git., p. 259; Swete, gn. 9it-,» p- 78.
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is denied by Morfatt.75 Stevens helps ueg to pull this
material to a satisfactory conclusion when he states:

Whether 1t (the designation of the Savior as the Lamb ]
is » reminiscence of the desoription of the suffer-
ing Servant of Jehovah, under the figure of a lamb,

in Iga. 53:7, or points to the Pagsover lamb, or to
the covenant offerings, or represents a2 combination
of ideaes which 1g no longer directly dependent on any
one of these 0l1d Testament conceptions, we cannot
certainly determine. In any case "the La?R' is a
eaymbol of obedient and self-denying love.

And Kiddle writes:

It is not much to the polnt to discuss the original

conceptions from which John derived the symbol [the

Lamb]--to enquire whether he was referring to the

paschal lamb in Exodus, or to the suffering lamb of

Is. 53. Probably both contributed to an 1dea which

was rich in meaning, and must, as we know from other

New Testament llteraturss have been familliar to the

churches of John's day.

Agreeable as it might be, we cannot as yet dismigs this
subject of the background of the Lamb of the Apocalypse, for
there are those who gee its roots, partiaglly at least, in
Jewiegh Apocalyvtic. Were the "Lamb standing® merely "as
though 1t had been slain. . . ." (5:6; of. 5:12; 12:11;
13:8, gt al.), the 01d Testament Lamb passages would have
satlisfied all as ample background. But this 1s a Lamb “with
seven horns and with seven eyes. . . ." (5:6), who shepherds

the sainteg (7:17), who stands amid His 144,000 as their

73Morratt, op. git., V, 384.
743tevens, opn. git., p. 536.
75k1adle and Ross, gop. git., p. 98.
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Champion (14:1), is followed by them (14:4), and conquers
as "Lord of lords and King of kinge" (17:14). Hence, scholars
point out that the Lamb in the Apocalypse is the result of
a merger of two 1deas. "The Lamb i1s at once the triumphant
Messiah, leading Hls people to vioctory, and the suffering
Messiah who lays down His life for His people."’® The former
idea, 1t is claimed, is derived from Jewish Apooalyptlo.77
Charles has the fullest and the most authoritative presenta-
tion of the pertinent facts. He writes:

This usage [lamb as a symbol for a leader) is well
attested in 1 Enoch, where, 89,45 (161 B.C.), Samuel

a8 a leader is canlled a lamb, and likewise David and
Solomon, 89,46.48, before they were anointed kings.

All the faithful in the early Maccabean period are

also called lambsg, S0,6.8, but all these are without
horns. In 90,9.12, however, there arise “horned lambs,"
and Judas Macocabaeus 1s such a lamb “with a great
horn.* Thus "the horned lamb" is 2 symbol for the
leader of the Jewish Theooracy. But it 1s also used

of the Messiah in 1 Enoch 90,38 and in the Test. Joseph
19,8 (109-107 B.C.), where the words, 7po»)de’ duvos ,
KAL o o o TavTA To IMPL& OPUWY KaT ALTOV Kal EVIKNGEV
abTa & amvoes, refer to one of the Macocabees, most
probably to John Hyrcanua. Now, since the au;hor of
the Testaments regarded John Hyrganus the Meggiah

e« « « 5 1t follows that the term lamb?e or more
particularly "horned lamb,® was in apocalyptic writings
a symbol for the Messiah. In our au;hor the former
appears in 17,14, the latter in 5,6.78

It will be noticed that Charles makes two statements here

760harles, opn. git., I, oxiil.
771211.. I, oxiii-cxiv; Beasley--Murray, Qon. git..,
p. 1177; James Denney, I"“ﬁ and the New York:
A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1909), pp. 65-6; wley, op. git.,
p. 126; Beck, op. git., p. 268; Rawlinson, gp. git., p. 192;
Parsons, gp. git., pp. 165-85.

78Charles, en- goit., I, oxiil, footnote 2.
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which are subjeot to question. These conjeotural statements
are that John Hyrcanus 1s "probably" referred to in Test.
Joserh 19:8, and that "the author of the Testaments rsgarded
John Hyrcanus sa the Megaiah. . . ." Leivestad, in an ex-
cellent book entitled Chris% the Congueror, discussing the
very subject in hand, statez: "Whether ‘'lamb' was a Jewish
denomination of the Messiah 1s doubtful [1talios mine | (ef.
T. Jos. 19.8).“79 And Surkau, recognizing the two lines of -
thought which merge in the Lamb of the Apocalypse, and having
Presented each line in the context of New Testament thought,
writes:

Es kann . . . nicht eingewandt werden, dasss die Ge-

stelt des Lammee in der Offb. keine einheitliche sel,

sondern einerseits das "geschlachtete Lamm," anderer-
selts der siegende und herrschende Messias.

Niohtg
a?na%ag.om gerade die Predlgt des ganzen HT [italics
mined.

Before we leave the subject of the background of the Lamb of
the Apocslypse, & word of Rowley, though bordering on the
sarcastic, 1s in order. He writes:
it is more important to appreciate the spirit and
purpogse of the author than to trace the origins of
his materigls, origins of which he was probsbly him-
self much lese aware than his learned modern students.®l
The purpose of St. John in presenting the Lamb to the

readers of the Apocalypse 1s to show that Jesus stands in

79Leivestad, op. ci%., p- 222, footnote.
80gurkau, gp. git., p. 330.
8130?110’. m- m. ’ po 126!
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the presence of God as the One who offered Himself on the
earth.82 The impllcations cf this tremendous fact with refer-
ence to the pergon and work of Chriet, snd as regards His
relation to God and to Hig fnllowers shall concern us in the

following chapters.

828cnlatter, Einleltung in die Bibel, p. 500.




CHAPTER III

THE WORK AND ACTIVITIES OF THE LAMB

He 1s Conqueror and Executer of Wrath

The first presentation of Jesus Christ as the Lamb in the
Apocalypse pletures Him, for one thingz, as a powerful Lamb.

And between the throne snd the four living creatures and
among the elders, I saw a Lamb standing, as though it

had been slain, with ggzg%bggzng and seven eyes, whigh

are ?Ee(g?;?? gpirits of God sent out into all the earth;
Taroughout the Bible the horn is an emblem of power. Commen-
tators also see a refersnce to "royal dignity" in the symbol of
& horn, and Porter combines both 1dezs and spesks of "kingly
power. "l The significsnce of "seven" here, as throughout the
Apocelypee, is to denote completeness. "The 'seven horns of the
Lamb' symbolize the fulness of His power a2 the Victorilous
Christ; . . ." (ef., Mt. 18:18; Jn. 17:1).%

More subtile, perhsps, 1s the reference in this verse to
the Lamb's power resldsnt in Hig relztion to the throne of God.
There is difficulty in determining the relative "spatial posit-

ion" of the Lamb with reference to the throne, an evident symbol

lFpank C. Porter, "Book of Revelation,® in A Digtionary
the Blble, edited by James Hastinﬁs (New York: Charles Serib-
ner's Sons, 1202), IV, 263. Sece E. Charles, A and
Commentary on ihe Bevelation aof 8&. Jokn, (Edinburgh:
T. & T. Clark, 1220), I, 141 for a full treatment of the horn
symbol and a listing of the 0l1d Testament references.

2Henry Barolay Sw T S (s
y Swete, Ihe fLpooalypse of St. eoond
edition; London: Haomlllaﬁ and Co., Limited, 1507 p. 76.
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of power.d Swete handles the matter thus:
The position which He [ the Lamb] ocouples in the ploture
1g not quite clear, for &v Mtew . . . . kal €V pEew may
mean 21ther "between the Throne and the Four Living
oreatures on the one hand and the Elderes on the other®
« + « 5 or "in the midat of all," the Centreplece [sic.)
of the whole gablgay. But the relative nositions of the
Tarone, the Ida, end the Eldere (4:4,8), seem to exclude
the former interpretation, =nd the latter is wholly con-
sletent with thes general piace assigned to the Lamb
throughout the Apoocalypse.
In favor of this interpretation Charles cites 7:17, 7o apvioV
To Avx meeov 70 Opdvov; and againset it, 5:7, Kac 7Aev kal
3/
ECdmdev .9 No doubt it is treading on thin "exegetioal ice®
te push the epatial implicstione of such an extra-sensory
vision too far. Dean cautions: "The question as to spatial
position ig not to be pressed. The idea i1s a spiritual one. "6
At any rate, according to 22:1,3 "the throne of God and of
the Lamb" are gne. And thus to suggzest that the Lamb linked
with the threne pictures Him "as eternally exalted [or.. 12:5]
and powerful (1talies minel, - . . ." has some ground of
factuality.? It ought to be sald that some scholars see 1n

this proximity of the Lamb to God's throne 2 refsrence prima-

SR, €. H. Lenski, The Internretstion of St. Jobn's Beve-
lation (Columbus: The Wartburg Press, 0.1943), passim.

4Swete, on._olt., p. 78.
SCherjes, gp. git., I, 140.

63. T. Dean, The Book of Revelation (Edinburgh: T. & T.
clg!‘k. 1915), p‘ 10'3:

vaight Marion Beck, "The Christology of the Apocalypse

of John,"® in New Testament S!nﬂl!!- edited by Edwin Prince
Booth (ﬁew York: Ablngdon--Cokesbury Press, 1942), p. 260.
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rily to the intercession of Christ. Reisner says: "Dieses
Stehen in der Mitte ist Ausdruck fuer die Mittlerschaft
Christi."® Weidner also sees Christ's priestly intercession
for lis people in the phrase "in the midst of the throne"
(7:17).9

The vower of the Lamb indicated by His seven horns znd
by His relation to the throne is no inactive possession; it
has been put to use. The Lamb has achleved a great victory.
He 1s Conqueror and Viotor. This faot is strikingly presented
in 5:5, where reference is made to the conguering Lion.

Then one of the elders said to me [John]. "Weep not; lo,

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has

conquered Lévikyeev , standing in the emphatic position].

8o that he can open the soroll and its seven seals.™
When we recall that in the following verse (5:6) John beholds
not a Lion, but a Lamb, we are confronted with the most tremen-
dous paradex imgginable--the Lion a Lamb! "The paradoxical
nature of the viotory of Christ 1s nowhere more strikingly
portrayed. . . ."10 Gommentators nots this fact and discuss
its slgnificance and implications; but no one, perhaps, states

the tremendous import of this paradox better than does Behm,

who writes:

8Erwin Relsner, Das Buch mit den Sisben Siegeln (Goet-
tingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1949), p. 67.

SRevere Franklin Weidner Emmﬂ.l Theology of the Naw
Zagtament (Chicago: Fleming H H. Revell Co., 1891), II, 270.

10Ragnar Leivestad, Congueror (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1954), p. 221.
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Der ungeheure Widersinn, zuf dem das Christentum beruhg,
den Jesuz in den Satz vom Gewinnen des Lebens durch Ver-
lieren (s. Mk. 8:35ff. u. Par.) und Paulus in das Wort
"Kreuz" fasste, praegt sich dem Johannes aus in diesem
Bilde: dor Loewe ein Lamm; der Fuerst des Lebens, der
Gottes latzten Willen gescohnichtemaechtlig vollstrecken
8011, ein Opfertier, das noch das Mal seiner Toetung am
Hdalae traegt (so ist der der Offb. eigentuemliche Aus-
druck "das glelchsam geschlachtete Lamm,® der hier zum
erstenmal. vorkommt, zu verstshen)!+-
The ocontrast of images (Lion--Lamb) 18 certainly intention-
al. The ground of the Lamb's power lies in Hia nature as
the Lion; the means of the Lion's victory lies in the fact
that as Lamb He died the saerifieclal death to achieve this
victory.l2 The image atrains our lmagination; its import
challenges out intellees--but sugh 18 the Divine plan. And
to consider the Lion--Lamb in a “coherent aense.'la--to see
saorifice and victory merged together here,** 1s an oversim-
plification, but one whioh will stand the test of the texs,
and one whigh the Chureh admirably illustrates by the tradi-
tional symbol of the Lamb and flag. But to hold, as Porter does,
that lion-like rather than lamb-like quallities remain dominant
in the characterization of Christ throughout the Apocalypse,
is to miss the point of the paradox, to completely ignore the

fast that only because Christ was true to Hls character as

1lsonannes Behm Rie Qffanbarung des Jobarasg, 1in
" herausgegeben von Paul Althauunfabet-

Neue
tingen: Vandenhoeek 2nd Ruprecht, 1953), XI, 35.
12Thomaa Deh i P
% ehaney Barnhard,
- o6

ol Rocirina 1o
the ?ex Testament (Grand Rapids: <Zondervan Publishing House,
n.d.), p. 200, foctnote.

133eck, op. git., p. 259.

14
Lelvestad, gp. git., p- 222.
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Lamb that He can be oalled the Lion and that He achleved and
achieves the victory.15

The nowerful Lamb has thus achieved a vietory, He has
Gonquered (5:5,gviK46EV). The verb sztancs aicne without a
predicate. "Most commentators suoply death snd devil as its
objects. "1 4 detatled discussion of the implied objeot(s)
of €V¢Kﬁeid need not detain us here, for, as Beck rightly
observes: "When enemies are considered, John usually prefsrs
other designations %than the Lamb. "7 Suffice 1t to say that
the Lion--Lamb conquers death, hades, the dragon, the beasts,
the fzlee srophet, the men who worship the beast, £to.--8in,
that whieh 18 opposed to God, 1n its every manifestation.

In consequence of the saerifieial victory of the Lamb He,

end He zlene (not even God Himself!), 1s worthy to take and

to open the seven-sealed soroll. We quote the dramatic passage

in fqll;

Anéd I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne a seroll written within and on the back, sealed
with seven seels; and I saw a strong angel proclaiming
with 2 loud voice, "Whe is worthy to open the scroll and
break its segls?" And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the esrth was able to open the seroll or to look
into it, and I wept much that no one was found worthy
to onen the zeroll or to look into 1t. Then one of the
elders gald to me, “Weep not; 1o, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, tha Hoot of PDavid, has conguered, so that he
can open ihe seroll and its seven seals.® And between
the throne and the four llving creaturses and among the
elgers, I saw a Lamb standing, as though 1t had been

15?01‘1:8!‘. 2uv. m-. P- 263.
16Leivestad, gp. git., p- 222.
1'?300k. ap. git., p. 266.
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slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are

the seven spirite of God sent out into all the earth;

and he went and took the soroll from the right hand of

him who wae seated on the throne (5:1-7).
The circumstances that the Lamb is entrusted with the soroll
and that it 1s He who successively breaks 1ts seals (6:1-17;
8:1) signify that it 1s He who 1s now the Executer of the
designs of God.l® Most scholars are rather vague in designat-
ing these "designs of God." The non-committal statement of
Stevens, “"The Messiah alone holds the key to the future; he
alone can unlock the mystery of providence,"!® is characteristic
of this vagueness with which many writers handle the signifi-
céance of the soroll vigion. Specifically we ask: Is the saving
or the condemning will of God designated here? Or both? Feine
speaks of "das Gericht";20 Schlatter of "das Urteil Gottes
ueber die Welt; "2l Leivestad of “the divine verdict."'22 on
the other hand, Behm speaks of "den abschliessenden Hells-

willen Gottes”;25 and many other commentators allow the

saving willl of God a prominent place in the unrolling of the

18p, Godet, on the New Testament, edited by W. H.
Lyttelton (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1876), p. 307.

19George Barker Stevens, Iha Ihealagy of the
(Second edition; New York: Charles Seribner's Sons, 1927), p.
530. BStevens later makes a2 definite statement on the matter

(p. 560), speaking of both salvation and Judgment.

20Paul Feine, Dis Religlon des Neuen Teataments (Leipzig:
Quelle & Meyer, 1921), p. 131.

215, Sohlatter, Rie Theologie des Neuen Tsstaments (Stutt-
gart: Verlag der Verelnbuchhandlung, 1922), II, 146.

22Loivaatad, en. git., p. 223.
23
Behm, gp. git., p. 34.
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soroll.®?  Although the opening of the second to sixth seals
(6:3-17) results in Judgments (and the opening of the eighth
in 8:1 prepares for the Judgmentes announced under the seven
trumpets), the opening of the first seal (6:1-2) pictures a
white horese, whose rider 1s armed with a bow, and adorned with
& viotor's erown, ooncerning which Godet, among many others,
holds: "Thie is an emblem of the ggspel, which, through the
instrumentality of presching, is about to extend itself vieo-
toriously through the earth."2% Thus to see the Lamb with the
80roll at His disposal in the role of both Savior and Judge
is no doubt most nearly correot.26

But let this observation not detraot from the fact that
the Lamb 1e the Executer of Divine wrath, that the condemning
will of God has His full approval. This truth is manifestly
s€t forth under the opening of the sixth seal.

Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the

generals and the rich and the strong, and every cne,

slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rocks

of the mountains, calling to the mountainsg and rocks,

"fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is

seated on the throne, and from the wyrath of the 3

for the great da{ of their wrath has come, and who ocan

stand before 1t?" (6:16-17)

That the Lemb (a figure which connotes gentleness, even though

24Reisner. op. git., p. 55 appears to stand alone in
holding that the soroll is probably the book of life, often
alluded to in the Apocalypse.

®5@oaet, ou- gik-» p- 307.

26James E. Bear, "The Revelation, " in

Undergtanding the
P.an of the New Testament, edited by Patrick H. Carmichael
Richmond, Virginia: John Knox Press, ¢.1952), p. 192.
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thls may not be its primary connotation) possesses wrath is a
paradex, to be sure. But such paradoxes do not offend 8t. John
Nor hie theology; the Apocalypse 1s replete with paradoxes.
Swete's comment on 6:15-17 well suits our purposes. He writes:

The words aro s Spr»s 7ov apv/eY are pregnant with the
grave irony which hgs already sheyn [sie.] 1tself in
5:5f- Léo\\J = .(; LoV LIRS KG\L sidovi Wy ";‘PV"QJ ®

But the situation is now reversed. The Lion stasnding
before the Throne ig the Lamb; the Lamb in the great day
of His appearing 1s once more the Lion, in the terrible-
nees of His wrath., In the Gospels 3py» 18 attributed to
Christ once only (Me.3:6, . . . ), but Hig stern denunciat-
ions of the Pharisees (Mt. 23:14ff.) and His stern pre-
dioctions of the doom of the impenitent meke it evident
that the Saored Humanity is capable of a righteous anger
which is the worst punishment that the ungodly have to
fear, more 1nsggportable even than the vision of the
Divine Purity.?

The faoct that the Lamb oan execute wrath in true coanformi-
ty with His character as Lion-Lamb, Savior--Judge, is further
attested by 14:10, where the Lamb explicitly approves the final
punishment of the wicked. The verse reads:

he (the worehiper of the beast and its image] also shall

drink the wine of God's wrath, poured unmixed into the

eup of his anger, and he ghall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and jn

the presence of the Lamb.

The evident meaning of the verse i# that angels and the Lamb
acquiesce in the perfect justioce and the necessity of God's
awful judgments.®8 pPlummer comments:

The punishment 1s in the pregence of the angels snd of

278wete, gn. git., p. 95.
28Lensk1, oR. 8it., p. 438.
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tha Lamb; that is, probably, the purity and bliss of

heaven is vigible to the wloked, and the sight of 1it,

Comblined with the knowledge of 1ts lnacoeaslbllity to

themselves, 1s part of thelr torment (of., Luke 16:23).29
To this Swete pointedly adds: "The Pasavi6uos (torment] is
aggravated . . . by the presence of the Lord Who died for the
8ins of mon znd has been denied and rejeoted by these suffer-
ers, "30

The powerful Lamb has achieved the victory over sin by
His sacrifieial death. In consequence of this victory He now

mediates the Divine plan with reference to the world of men,

effecting salvation and executing wrath. The fact that He will

"have the last word" in regard to the fate of His enemies at
the end of thig aeon is implicit in the passage (14:10) pilet-
uring the torment of hell treated above. This fact is further
attested in the supreme ¢laim to power resident in the Lamb's
title: "Lord of lords and King of kings.® The scene in which
the title occurs is that of the great battle of Armageddon
(16:12-16); the forces of evil have gathered against the Lamb
end His foraes; and "they [specifically the ten kings of v.12]

will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for

he is Lord of lords and King of kings, . . ." (17:14; ef. 19:
11-21). "The prince of this world" has his "little season® in

whish to exerceise hias dominion and power; his defeat was

294. Piummer, T. Randell and A. T. Bott, Revelation, in
edited by H. D. M. Spence znd Joseph

Zhe Pulpit Qommentary,
8. Excell (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company, n.d.), LI, 349,

Oswete, Qp. ¢it., p. 185.
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accomplished on Golgatha; his days are now numbered and his
fate 1s assured, for nis Opponent is the Lamb who died to con-
Quer ¢in, death, and Satan, and his Opponent 1s the "Lord of
lords and King of kinge"--"the Lamb . . . , 1s Lord of lords
and King of kings." The oclose relation between the vietorious

sacrifice on the oross and the final triumph could not be more

paradoxically or tersely stated.Sl
He is Redeemer

In the prophecy of Isrgel concerning his son Judah the
patriarch had said: *Judah is a lion's whelp; . . ." (Gen. 49:
9; ef., vv.8-12). 8t. John finds the fulfillment of this prophe-
6y mest apropos for an elder to speak to him in his sorrow
over the sealed soroll: "Then one of the elders sald to me,
'Weep not; lo, the Lion of the tribe of Judsh, . . . has con-
quered, so that he can open the soroll and its seven seals'"
(5:8). Judah's greater 8on had come and had won the predicted
vietory of Judah. The human descent of Christ is further etress-
ed when the elder adds: "'the Root of David, has conquered, so
that he can open the soroll and ite seven seals'" (5:5). Here
is the "shoot from the stump of Jesse, . . . " (Is. 11:1), "the

root of Jesse . . . " (Is. 11:10). He who was to come from the

9lLeivestad, gp. 9i%.,» p. 233. Lenski, gp. git., p. 509
ppears to stan& alone 1n'oonjootur1ng that the "lords" and

"kings" over whioh the Lamb is "Lord" and "King" are the
saints. The conjecture appears to have little tc commend 1t.
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line of Judgh and from the famlly of David, the true Deliverer,
hag eppeared end has ecconmplished the promiged deliverance,
the redemption of Isrsel, through His dezth as the Lamb. 3%

The vietory asreot of this deliverance, the Lion--Lamb
entithesis =nd equation, we have already congldered. Three
Consecuences of the Lamb's death are noted by Schlatter. Be-
tause the Leamb wess slain, He is worthy to take the soroll znd
to open ite seals (5:9). Because He was slain, He receives
praise from all ecreatures in heaven and in earth and under the
earth (5:9-14). Logtly, and most important, because He was
slain, men were ransomed for God (5:9).%% It 1s this thira
Gonsequence of the Lamb's death which shall concern us in this
section.

The scene which introduces the Lamb and begins the heavenly
drame (chap. 5) pictures Him not with a vietor's orown and a
warrior's equipment, but with a wound! "I gaw a Lamb standing,
as Lhougih it lLad been slailn, - « -" (5:6). As Jesus had poilnt-
ed Hig doubting diseiple to the prints of the nalls and the
gash of the spear (Jn. 20:25-27), so St. John, and the entire
eompany of heaven, see the wound of the Lamb.3® The evi-

dence of Hlg past suffering le eternally present. "In the

523wete, op. 0i%-s D- 77-
S53upra, pp. 31-3.
3430nlatter, Die Thaglogis dea Neuen Tsataments, II, 148.

35Charles Augustue Briggs, Ihe Messalah of fhe Apostles
(Eainburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1895), p. 40l.
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midat of henvenly zlory Chriaet grucified [italios mine] is
8t1ll the nrominent object.*38 The wound tells of 2 paat =ot;
the Lamb is not about to be sacrificed in heaven, as Porter
ho1ds.57  fThe Lamb was sacrificed; He hng suffered a vicl'ent
death. His life was given vicariougly; His blocd was shed =zs
a2 ransom,

“No book of the Bible is more thoroughly saturated with
the idea of redemption by the blood of the Lamb of God than
the Apocalypse," writes Usborn.®® The blood of the Lamb is
spoken of in 5:9; 7:14; 12:11; of., 1:5. The doctrine of re-
denption by the shed blood of the Lamb was not revolting to St.
John. Saints sing of 1% sand angels speak of 1t.39 Two fune-
tlons of the shed blood are apnarent in the Apocalypse. The
one ie the blood as ransom; the other, the cleansing power of
the blood. The one is the objective aspest of the atonement;
the other the subjeetive aspeot.

A olose marsllel to the Savior's own ransom saying (Mt.
20128) 1e implicit in the nyop=éas of the doxology of the

living oreatures 2nd the clders. "Worthy srt thou to take the

36A. R. Fausset, "The Revelation of St. John the Divine,*
in A e tha 01d 2nd ilex

Sritical and Exnlanaﬁ?nl. Qen
Testnments, Vol. II The Ney Testament (Hartford: The 3. S.
a".nton CO" nn dc )‘ p. 556.

37P0rter. gR. git., ». 263.

3 38Thomas Osborn, I Lion and the Lamb (New York: The
Abingdon Prese, 6.1922), n. 1638.

39Doremus Almy Hayes, Jobn and His Writinga (New York:
The Methodist Book Concern, ©.1917), n. 307.
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8eroll and to open its seals, for thou wast slain and by thy
blood didet rensom [Hyspacxs] men for God . . ." (5:9). The
significant verb of purchase 1is repeated in the narrative of
the Lamb with His 144,000 on Mount Zion:

No one could learn thet song exsept the hundred and forty-

four thougand who had been redeemed [of »yepacmeyoc ],

from the earth . . . . these have been redeemed [~y cpa6 -

$7eav] from mankingd as first fruits for God snd the
Lamb, . . . (14:3-4).

" Zvopafecv expresses the idea of salvation as one of pur-
chage. "0 It 15 a Pauline word, used by the Apostle in 1 Cor.
6:20; 7:23, and in 1ts compuund f]4yopab<cv in Gal. 3:13; 4:5.
St. Peter employs it in 2 Pet. 2:1. These references, to-
geéther with the three occurences of the verb in the Apocalypse
(6:9; 14:3-4), exhaust its New Testament usage.?l ¥“The power
or sphere from which the purchase sets free 1s not mentioned
here [5:9].“42 Although to supply sin and Satan, as do Welss
and Plummer,43 among others, 1s certainly in order. In his
discussion on the ransom in 5:9 Behm most appropriately quotes
Luther: "erworben, gewonnen von allen Suenden, vom Tod und von

der Gewalt des Teufels . . . , auf dass ich sein eigen sei."4

4OCharies, gp. git., I, 147.

413wete. ep. 9i%-» p. 81.

426harles, on.. ol%., I, 147.

43Bernhard Weiss, B Theology of New
tranglated from the third revised edition of the German by

David Eaton and James E. Duguid (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
n.d.), II, 274; Plummer, gp. git., p. 166.

44Bonm, gp. git., pp. 36-7.
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The price of the ransom is the shed blood of the Lamb: by
thy blood [ev T a;¢arc eov) didst ransom men for God" (5:9).
The ¢v 1s equivalent to the Hebrew 1 of price, a2nd would best
be rendered: “at the nost of thy blood. "% The goal of the
ransom 1s implied in "for God" (5:9; of., v. 10). The men whom
God made for His glory are enabled by the ransom to give God
His due glory.46

Although 1:5 is not a Lamb passage, its basic ransom idea
requires that we at least quote it in passing. The secetion of
the verse whigh concerns us lg a doxology of St. John to the
Christ. "To him who loves us and has freed [ N\Uoxvti] us from
our sins by his blood Ev 1ﬂ% nanxL avtoy, . LM (1:5). The
elose parallel of these words to the ransom passages we have
Gonsldered ls evident.

When the benefits of the Ransomer are appolied to individu-
a8l men the blood of the ransom exercises its personal cleans-
ing capacity. Thus the great multitude cf chapter seven "are
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb" (7:14; of., v.9; 19:8; 22:14). Bpeaking of the blood-
redemption and referring to 7:14, Feine comments: “Die sub-

Jektive Anelgnung geschieht, indem man im Blute Christi die

45Charies, gp. git., I, 147.

45Hart1n Kiddle and M. K. Ross, The Rewyelation n‘j
Jdohn (New York: Harper and Brothers Publighers, [ 1940
p. 103.
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Kleider waescht and sie rein macht."®? An excellent observa-

tion of Sehlatter on this subjective aspect of the redemption
oloses this seotion of our chapter. Schlatter writes:
Die Wegnahme der Schuld von der Gemeinde wird nicht
durch den Rechtfertigungs- sondern durch den Reinigungs-
gedanken ausgesprochen. Der Christus waescht im Evan-
gelium die Juenger, macht im Brief durch sein Blut die

Gemeinde rein und verschafft ihr &a der Apokalypse
duroch gein Blut das reine Gewand.

He is Diepenser of Life

"Outside the word for 'deity' no word in human speech
selgnifies so much as the one for 'life, '" writes Osborn. Life
holds a prominent position in the Aposalypse. Words for "“life"
occur in it once to every seven verses, according to Osborn.
John may thus be called the Apostle of Life as well as of
Love, and the Apocalypse of hie hand, the Book of Life.*®

One reference to 1life, in its spiritual connotation,
cccurs in 3:1 (and every scene of heavenly bliss presupposes
that the partiecipants are alive, and spiritually so), but
referennes to Christ as alive abound (1:5,17,18; 2:8; 3:14;
21:6; 22:13). An apt illustration of the "aliveness" of

Christ in a Lamb passage is that fact that although He was

47
Paul Feine :h‘glnsin des Egngn (Berlin:
Evangelische Veriagcanat t, 1922), p. 377.
“Bschlatter, Die Zheologie des Neuen Iestaments, II,

146. The aoctive volce of the washing and whitening process
will receive attention later, lnfra, pp. 66-8.

%90sborn, on. git., p. 148. No doubt Osborn is think-
ing of "life" in ite broadest sense, as including all spirit-
ual benefits.
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8lain, and still bears the wound of His sacrifice, He is
"standing" in 5:6, and in every succeeding deseription of and
reference to the Lamb He is living and acting.

The orgsnic connection between Christ's redeeming death
a8 the Lamb and the effeots of His death for men we have noted,
especially in the foregoing section of this ohapter.50 Such
an explicit connection between Christ the Life (Jn. 14:6), to-
gether with the 1ife He won for men by Hie death, and the
application of this life to men does not occur in the Apooca-
lypse. There i1s, however, a somewhat tenuous connection be-
tween the living Ohrist and the living saint impliecit in the
figures of water of life and the book of life as these are
related to the Lamb and to men. We propose to consider these
two figures in this seetion.

In 13:8 those who will worship the beast from the earth
are described as "every one whose name hasg not been written
before the foundation of the world in the book of life of
the Lamb that was slain."®l And in 21:27, desoribing those
who will find entrance into the Heavenly City, 8t. John says:
“But nothing unclean shall enter it, nor any one who prac-
tices abomination or falsenood, but only those who are written
in the Lamb's bock of life." The book of life is also referred
te in 3:5; 17:8; 20:12,15, but ie not direotly oconneoted with

soﬂnnga, pp. 40-3.

51The question as to whether Qrd KaraBolys Kobuou goes
with Ee.dso\y,-tevm) or with Ys_ypqrrut will be discussed later,

infra, p. 78.
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ths Lamb in these passages. The 1dea of a book, or books, with
the names of God's eleot, or a reocord of the deeds of men
which shall dstermine their destiny at the judgment, is a
very common one in Seripture (of., Ex. 32:32f.; Ps. 69:29; Dan.
12:1; Lk. 10:20; Phil. 4:3; Heb. 12:23).52 Ones name is
written on the book of Life at his regeneration. The 1life
whieh he now nossesses by faith (Jn. 3:15-16) is in anticipa-
tion of the full 1life of eternity which he shall possess on the
er side of death's door.?® Such life, now and forever (un-
loss 1t be willfully lost, of., 3:5), 18 possible only beczuse
the Lamb was slain. As Plummer pointedly remarks: "It is 'the
book of life of the Lamb,' because it is through 'the Lamb'
that there exlsts & 'book of 1ife' for men."94
Those whose entry in the book of life has granted them

Pasgage through the door of death and entrance into the king-
dom of glory there enjoy the water of life. In pisturing the
great nmultitudas of the redeemsd and desoribing their Divine
cere, 3t. John writes: "For the Lamb in the midst of the
throne will he their shepherd, and he will guide them to
apringa of living wager . . ." (7:17). 1In the Heavenly City
John 1g shown "tha river of the water of life, bright as
orystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb . .

- SZIgborn T. Beokwith, Tha Anocalynas of John (New York:
ks Maomilian Company, ¢.1919), p. 476.

55Lenak1, on. geif., pp. 134-35.
54P1ummer. on. git., p. 333.
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(22:11). The water of 1ife le further referred to in 21:6;
22117, but w1 thout reference to the Lamb. The spiritual need
of men, thelr yearning for communion with God (ef., Is. 55:1;
Ps. 42:1f.; 63:1) hes been met in Christ, who offers water
whieh quenches eternslly (Jn. 4:14), and such comnunion is
fully realized 1n etornity, for this eymbol of "living water"
and "water of life" points to "die Fuelle des Heils . . . ,
dle in der Stedf Gottes vorhanden ist . . . ."5% It 1¢ note-
worthy ®thst even in heaven all the blessed are dependent on
the Lamb for 1life."98

Cwete would have us conneot the action of the Holy Spirit

¢n the personal 1ife with this symbollsm of the water of life
en@ living water of the Lamb.5? Lenski effectively refutes
8uch e olaim, meintaining the connection between Christ and

life. He writes:

The c¢laim thet there is an association of the Spirit
with woater, say because of baptism, overlooks the strong
Biblicel connection of 1life with Christ who declares,

"I am the 11fe" (John 14:6; 11:25); who is the Bresd

of 1ife (John 6:26, eteo., the entire discourse); who

is cslled "the Prince of life" (Aets 3:15); of whom

1 John 5:20 gays, "Thic is the genulne (&Andcvos) God
and 1ife eternal," and in v.12, "The one having the

Son hes the life; the ong rot having the Son of God

doeg not have the life.®
Thus this chapter--The Work and Activities of the

%5Behm, gp. gif., p- 110.
®CLenski, gp. glt., p. 265.
575wete, gp. git., olxiv.
®€Lenski, Qv. cit., p. 648.
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Lamb--reaches its coneluslon. It 1a the Lemb who played and
plays and will play the role of militant Conqueror in God's
Plan. The vistory was decisively won on Galvary, but the con-
fliet sontinues throughout this zeon of sin and death and the
devil; it%s outocone ig, however, eternally assured as the Lamb
eXecutes doth the intervening end the final wrath upon gin in
i%8 human =nd dlabolical manifestations. It is the Lamb who
achleved the title of Nedeemer by laying down Hig life 28 a
ranaom ln behalf of men. It is the Lamb who died, but now 1is
ailve Tor avermors {1:18), who dispenses life to men. With the
€xceptilon of the two fzote that God the Father also executes
wrath (ef., 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:10,19; 15:1,7; 16:1,19; 19:15)
snd th:t He too is the Source of life (eof., 22:1), the triple
work of Conqgueror, Redeecmer, and Life-Gilver is uniguely the

Son's, the Lamb'az, activity.




CHAPTER IV
THE TRINITARIAN RELATIONSHIP OF THE LAMB

“For the writer of the Apocalypse, and for the falth by
which he lives, Jesus Christ belongs to the sphere of the
divine, " writes Denney, thus stating the subjeot and goal of
this chapter for us.l We shall oconsider the relation of the
Lamb to the Holy Spirit and to God the Father, the latter
gommonly designated simply as "God" in the Apoocalypse.

The Relation of the Lamb to the Holy Spirit

Although references to the Holy Spirit are not infrequent
in the Apocalypse (of., 1:4; 2:7,11,29; 3:1,6,13,22; 4:5; 5:6;
14:13; 22:17), only one of these speaks of the relation be-

tween the Spirit and the Lamb.

And between the throne and the four living creatures
and among the elders, I saw a Lamb standing, as though
it had been slain, with seven horns and

geven
eyes, nhl.nhm.thau{.ﬂnmp.tﬂnﬂsent out into
all the earth; . . ." (5:6; of., 3:1).

Hany commentators are quite vague in defining and identifying

these "seven eyes" and "seven spirits." Thus "divine know-

ledge," "the pneumatioc virtue," "leadership," "omniscience,"

and other noncommittal explanations are frequently found.

1James Denney, and the Gogpel (New York: A. C.
Armstrong & Son, 1909), p. 67.




49

Commenting on 3:1; 4:5; 5:8, Plummer states the import clearly

when he writes:

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son,
with his gevenfold gifts, 1s indicated by these symbols
of 1llumination. For he 1lluminates and makes brighter
thoee in whom he dwells, and renders clearer to them
those things outside themselves, and enables them more
fully to eppreciate the manifold wisdom of God.Z2

The symbolic use of the number geven, so frequent in thz Apoeca-
lypse, is here "the expression of that perfection which re-
sults from unity amid diversity--John's way of conceiving
the one Spirit working in manifold ways."3 The fitness of
the number seven is noted by Swete, who points out:
each of the seven Churches [chaps. 1-3] has ite own
#mepropocs of the Spirit; only to the Christ and to the

whole body of the Chureh considered in its unity be-
longs the fulness of the spiritual powers and gifts,

the ggn;ézgnm;g Spiritug Who 1s in His essence indi-
vigible.

Speaking to the facts that in 4:5 the "seven spirits" belong
to God and that in the passage under our consideration (5:6)

they belong to Christ, Hadorn remarks:

Wenn nun such 4,5 der Gelst dem Vater gehoert und nach
5,6 puch dem Christus eignet, ebenso von 1hm in alle
Lande susgesandt wird, so 1st damit dle Elnhelt des
Vaters und des Sohnes im Geiste gegeben, der mit recht

2A. Plummer, T. Randell and A. T. Bott, Enn}.nngn- in
Ihe Commentary, edited by H. D. M. Spence and Joseph
8. Excell (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company, n.d.), LI, 165.

SHenry C. Vedder, The Johannine Nritings and Lhe
nine Problem (Chicago: The Griffith & Rowland Press, ¢.1917),

p. 25.

“Henry Barclay Swete, The Apocalypse of St. (Second
edition; London: Maomillan and Co., Limited, 1907), olxiv.
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der Gelst des Vaters und des Sohnes heiset.®
Thus the unity of the Spirit with God and Christ is 2 distinot
doctrine of the Apoealypse.

Charles would take us to task for the definite doctrine
of the Holy Spirit which we have briefly set forth above.
After congldering the boldly trinitarian import of 1:4 the
work of s later editor, he feels free to state: "There is no
definitely conceived doetrine of the Spirit in our author. *6
Kiddle 1s of much the same opinion, stating the 5:8 "does not
brove that John regarded the seven spirite as the Holy S8pirit
in the developed sense used in the Fourth Gospel."? We pre-
fer the reverent, ond yet tenable, comment of Swete: "It is
impossible not to recognize here [5:8] the migsion of the
Paraclete, Who i1g a2t once the Spirit of Christ, and the Spirit
sent by Him from the Father to the Church."® To be sure, the
ereedal clarity regsrding the Trinity of a later century is
not explicit in the Apocalypse, but 1t is implieit. Beckwith
speake of this matter when he writes:

The Apocalyptist does not feel difficulty in a certain

SW. Hadorn, Qie Qffenbarung des Johannes, in Theologlsgh-

ar Handkommentar zum Neuen Jeatament mit Text und
bearbeitet von Psul Althaus und anderen (Leipzig: A Deichert-
sche Verlagsbuchhandlung D. Werner Seholl, 1928), XVIII, 77-8.

®R. H. Charles, A Gritical and Qmmme.:%m
tha Reve of St. Jonhm, 2 vols- T ot T a T Biark,
1920 f ] Il leva

7Martin Kiddle and ¥. K. Ross, The Efuhﬂtm of St. John
(New York: Harper & Brothers Publighers, (1940], p. 100.

83wete, op. gi%., olxiv.

82
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personalizing of the Spirit, as distinet from God and
Christ, while holding to the unity of God; the relation
of hig coneeption of God, Christ, and the Spirit to one
another =nd to the oneness of the divine belng presented
No problem to his thought, or the thought of that sge;

1t 18 inconceivable that he should have viewed the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit as three distinet and coordinete
Goda; 1t is equally clear thet he placed Christ and the
Spirit in an order above the highest angelio beings,
above 21l created existences. hese truths of religious
faith which the Apooalyptist held singly, without the
conscliousness that there was needed a prinsiple of unity,
took form subsequently, when the Church entered upon the
task of more nrecise theologleal statement, in the doe-
trine of the three persons in the unity of the Godhead.®

The Relation of the Lamb to God

The Apocslypse i1s replete with referencee to the essen-
tial deity of Christ. The usual listing of proofs for Christ's
deity as presented in the Apocalypse 1s as follows:

A. He possesses divine knowledge;

b. and divine power.

c. He receives divine honor.

4. He is joined with God, so that with God He is spoken
of 28 one.

e. He ghares slso in part the divine titles.

f. The imagery of the 01d Testament which is used to
desceribe the revelation of God 1g transferred by St.

John to Christ.l0
The Lamb passages do not, of course, comprehend all of the

above points of significant contact between God and Christ.

®Isborn T. Beokwith, The Apocalypse of John (New York:
The Macmillan Company, ©¢.1919), p. 317.

108. F. Westoott, Ihe Uospsl According %o St. Jonn (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 188l1), lxxxvii.

;ﬁ
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But they do contaln numerous asoriptions of function and pose-
esalon common to both God and the Lamb and they let divine
Pralee be given to both.

Soth God and the Lamb share a common posgsession in the
"seven eyes" (5:6), to which we have already referred in con-
Neotion with the relation of the Lamb to the Holy Spirit.1l
In 4:5 (of., Zech. 4:10) the seven eyes respresenting the
8even s»nirits, a symbol of the Holy Spirit, belong to God. In
5!6 they belong to the Lamb. Further, both God and the Lamb
shere the title "King of kings and Lord of lords." In 1 Tim.
6:15 3t. Paul asoribes the title to God, and as we have al-
ready noted,l2 17:14 (ef., 19:18) assigns ths title to the
Lanb.

Although 11:18; 14:10;19; 15:1,7; 16:1,19; 19:16 speak
of the wrath of God, 6:16-17 speaks of the wrath common fo
both God and the Lamb. Under the opening of the sixth seal
the unbelievers ory to the mountains and rocks:

Fall on ue and hldé us from the face of him who 1s seat=
4 on the throne [ God], &nd from the wrath of the Lamb;

Tor the great day of their wrath ['riffg Spy»ns avrdv ] has
eome, and who ¢an stand before 1t?

A gimllar common ascription appears with reference to
ealvation. In 12:10 end 19:1, both of which are in doxologi-

éal contexts, galvation is aseribed to God. In 7:10 the

lgupre, pp. 48-51.

128upra, pp. 37-8.

13§ungg, pPp. 35-6, where the passage 1s discussed in con-
nectlion with the Lamb as Executer of wrath.
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great multitude standing before the throne and before the
Lamb loudly sing the doxology of salvation: "'Salvation be-
longs %o gur God who sits upon the throne, and to ihe Lamb!'"
"To ory ¥ 6wrypia e F@D Kac 0 apviw) 1s quivalent to at—
tributing to Both the title of Twrmypy « « . .14

Further, God and the Lamb share a common throne in the
Heavenly City.

Then he [an angel] showed me the river of the water of

life, bright as orystal, flowing from ths throne of God

and of the Lamb. . . . There shall no more be anything

accursed, but ths throne of Sod snd the Lamb shall

be in it [the Heavenly City), . . ." (22:1,3).
We have already noted that elsewhere the Lamb 1g EV)&éegg(s:B)
OF Ava meiboy Too Spovev (7:17).18 In 3:21 "the glorified
Christ is represented as the Father's éuvdpovos, . . . .16
Here (22:1,3) the throne of God and the Lamb 13 definitely
one~-"God snd the Lamb are one."l”?

deveral points of contact between God and the Lamb are to
De found in contexts which refer to thae saints who have con-
Quered. Thus in 7:15-17 both God and the Lamb take part in
caring for those who have come out of the great tribulation.

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve

him day and night in his temple; and he who sits upon

the throne will shelter them with his presence. They
shall hunger nc more, neither thirst any more; the gun

———

4356'6&. 2. oit. Cf., 1 Tim. Y2l; £218; Ti%.

s P
1:3; 3:4 & TA%. 114; 2:13;

161%34., p. 298.
172lummer, pp. git., ». 54S.
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shall not smite them, nor any scorching heat. For the
Lemb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to eorings of living water; and
God will wipe away every tear from theilr eyes.
When John beholds the Lamb together with His 144,000 on Mount
4lon, he notes that they "had hig [the Lamb's| name ana hig
Father's name written on thelr forehecads" (14:1; of., 22:4).
In the aame context 9t. John desoribes these saints in the
words: "these have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits
for God snd the Lamb, . . ." (14:4). With regard to the Heaven-
ly City, both God and the Lamb are its temple (21:22), and
both God and the Lamb are its light (21:23; of., 22:5). "The
6lose association of God and the Lamb is constant in the vis-
lon of the heavenly Jerusalem. "18
A curious grammetiesl ocombination of God and the Lamb 1s
presented in 22:3-4:
There shall no more be anything accursed, but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his [a0rod
servants shall worship him [40rd]; they shall see his
[ao70v ] face, and his [acrou ] name shall be on their fore-
heads.
Notioce that God and the Lamb are mentioned, but the sentence
Gontinues with the singular (acrov and 207%). Beokwith be-
lleves the singulsr refers to God.1? Others take the singu-
lar g2 referring tc the Lamb, or pass over the obvious diffioul-
t¥,» or rather, the obvious testimony to the deity of the Lamb.

Lenghl commits himgsl® on the metter and nigely pulles the

185rnsat Wwilliam Parsons, The Relicion of the E§¥ Iesta-~
pent (Wew Yoprk: Harper & Brothers Pubiishers, ¢.1939), ». 168.

19Beckwith, op. git., p. 766.
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8trande of this =nd tae foregoing paragraph together for us.
He writes in connection with 22:8: "the Lord God will be their
light. » L4 . . f :
in 21:23 the light is aleo the Lamb's. So in 22:3 God
and the Lamb are joined on the throne. When in v.3
the Tace 1s the Lamb's, and now the light 1s the Lord

CGod's, it 1s rather plain that the old expression of
the dogmatieians applies, fhe gners a4 gxtra gunt

gommuna zive Ay » God and the Lamb do not exclude
one another[!].~
The Apoocalypse resounds with paeans of pralse and doxo-
logies. The living oreatures, the elders, the angels, the saints
in glory and the eaints on earth, and every oreature Join in
tnis recurring worsnip. The objeet of this worship is God and
Carist. Ho oreature i1s ever worshiped, and when 3%. John
would twice have worshiped an angel, he was twise forbidden
(18:10; 22:8-9). Doxologies to God (4:8-11; 7:12; 11:16-18;
16:3-4; 18:6-7; 19:1-7), to both God and Christ (5:13-14; 7:
10; 12:10-12; 14:2-3), specifically to God and the Lamb (5:
13-14; 7:10), and to the Lamb alone (5:8-10,12; of., 1:5-6)
-=2ll of thege ceaur. Our purpeses do not require ihat we
enter upon a detsailed discussion and comparison of these doxo-
logiea. Suffice it to say, that the doxology to the Lamb in
5:12, whigh asoribes to Him "power and wealth and wisdom
and might snd honor and glory and bleseing," and the doxo-
logy to God in 7:12, which asoribes to Him "Blessing and

glary and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and

H !

20R. €. H. Lenski, IThe Inkerprefafion af St.
Revelsgion (Columbus: The Wartburg Press, ©.1943), p. 654.




56

might, " compare favorably well. The order of the seven terms
differs, but Lenskl believes thies to be without significance.2l
S1x terms ocour in both doxologles, but why the seventh is
"wealth” 1n 5:12 sna "thanksgiving" in 7:12 1s subjeet to con-
Jecture, but probably not to explanation. Having discussed
7:12; 5:12; 1:6; 7:10, Weidner correctly states: "Throughout
the book the reverence pald to Christ is divine--such as
can only be paild to God."22 8o also Schlstter:

Kein menschlicher Bote Gottes 1st irgendwie neben Jesus

gestellt, auch kein himmligcher Geist. Er gsteht ueber

allen beim_Vater, mit dem er reglert und die Anbetung
empfaengt. <3

Thus everything short of the application of the title
"God" ig enployed in the Apocalypse in an effort to portray
Christ, the Lamb, as a Divine Being. Those who are set upon
having the Apoocalypse witness to a "lower Christology" are
those who refuse to take its language at its face value.24¢
Having digcussed some of the many passages in the Apocalypse
which testify to the Divine Nature of Christ, Beckwith writes:

It is not necessary to add further 1llustration of the

divine nature attributed to him [ Christ] by the Apoca-

lyptist. In gome instances the writer might seem to

identify. Chriet with God without difference of person;
and for the most part in the representations mentioned

2lIpig., p. 259.
22Revere Franklin Weidner, g;plgggé T of the New
legtament (Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co., 18915, 1I, 268.

23A. Bohlatter, Pie Theologle des Testaments (Stutt-
gart: Verlag der Vereinbuchhandlung, 1922), 1I, 144.

24Benjam1n B. Warfield, The Lord of @lory (New York:
American Tract Soclety, n.d.), p. 294.
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above the idea of a "subordination" of the Son to the
Father geems to be absent. But it is certain that the
author does not oconfuse the person of Christ with the
person of God, and equally certain that no Jewigh or
Christian writer thinks of a plurality of Gods.20

But Beckwith continues with the statement:
On the other hand there 1s a second olass of passages
whlch muet be brought into comparison with those given

above, 1f we are to galn a full view of the Apocalyp-
tist's Chriastology.?2

It 18 this "gecond elass of passages" which we will now brief-

ly consider. One of them, 14:1, ig a Lamb passage. The 144,000

with the Lamb on Mount Zion "had his [tho Lamb's] name and hlg
Father's name on their foreheads." Further references to the
"subordination" of the Son in the Apocalypse are: 1:6 ("his
God and Father"); 2:27; 3:5,21 ("my Father"); 3:2,12 (3) (“my
G0d"). Commentators also call attention to the fact that the
Revelation which Christ sends through St. John He receives
Lrom Gog (1:1); and He receives His power to rule from God
(2:27). To this might be added that He ransomed men for God
(5:9).

What 1s to be sald of this obvious "subordination"? Many
scholars discuss the matter, taking note of the passages
which distinetly place the Son on the side of the Divine, and
plaocing the “subordination" references over agesinst the divini-
ty references, let the matter go at that. Some, Wernle for
one, go to the extreme of seeing an adoptionist Christology

25Beokwith, gp._oit., p- 313.
BGMOO pp- 515-14.
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in 2:27.27 ¢ the conservative pole Felne holds (and we be-

lieve rightly eo) that:

Tuer den Verfasser der Apokalypse keine Schwlerigkeit
darbietet, die Menschheit und die goettliche Art sowle
die himmlische Herrsgcherstellung Chrigts als Einheit
zu schauen.?28

The preeent writer believes that the best explanations of the
"eoordination® of God and Christ, on the one hsnd, 2nd the
"subordination® of the Son to the Father, on the other, are
presented by Cherles, Swete, and Beckwith. The context in
which we shall presently quote these three scholars is the
salle as the context of these last pages of this chapter--

the dlscussion of the “coordination" and the "subordination®

passages. Charles writes:

OQur author thus appears to co-ordinate God a2nd Christ.
Yet the relation is one rather of subordination than of
equality. He never goes so far as the author of the
Fourth Gospel. He does not state that God and Christ are
one, nor does he ever ocall Him God. And yet He ig to all
intents and purposes God--the eternal Son of God, and

The impression conveyed is that in all that He is, and

in all that He does, He 1s one with the Father, and 1is

a trge revelation of God in the sphere of human activi-

ty. =<
Swete handles the matter thus:

Thus the writer seems either to coordinate or to identify

Christ with God. Yet he is certalnly not conscious of
any tendency to ditheism, for his book, as has been sald,

27Paul Wernle, The Beginpinzs of cnx,;;gniéx, Vol. XV in
mmmumuimm trenslated by G. A. Biene-

mann and edited by W. D. Morrison (New York: G. P. Putnam's
San. 1903). I.l 383.

2BPaul Feine, Diec Religion des Neuen Testaments (Leipzig:

Quelle & Meyer, 1921), pp. 130-31.
29%Charles, gp. git., I, oxii.
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18 rigidly monotheistie; nor, on the other hand, is he
guilty of confusing the two Persons. The name of God is
nowhere given to Christ in the Apocalypse; . . . . He 1is
careful to identify the ascended Christ with the Christ
of _the humlliation; he 1s the uum'_;n of the [1:8,
18], the ront and offspring az.?azld 5:5; 22:16 ], the
Lion of the tribe of Judah [5:5]; Be can call God His
God |3:8]. The enigma meets us every where in the New
Testament, but in no book 1s it so perplexing to those
who rejcet the Catholic doctrine of our Lord's Person

&s 1n the Apocalypse of John. . . . from the first his
Christ is 2 complex conception in which human znd Divine
characteristics coexist. On the other hand we should
doubtlees err if we read into the Seer's vislons the pre-
clsion of the ligene or the Chalcedonian Christology. An
intuitive faith carries him beyond the point resched by
the understanding; he knows that the identification of
the sccended Christ with the Almighty Father 1s not in-
consistent with strict monothelem, but he does not stop
to ask himself how this ean be. ﬁome of hls words point
to the preexistence of the Son, others represent His ex-
alted conditlion as the reward of victory. The reconcili-
ation of these polntes of view is not necessary to the
purnose of the book; 1t is enough that the Head of the
Church ig master of the situation which had arisen in
Asia and of ever%osimilar situation that can arise to

the world'e end.

And 1sstly, and perhaps most Soriptural and satisfying, the
wvords of Begkwith:

The problem prescnted by these two conceptions of Christ,
anparently irreconcilable, is that whioch appears in the
New Testament generally. In the Fourth Gospel two dis-
tinct lines of thought are dominant: "The Word was God, *
1:1, =2nd "The Father 1s greater than I," 14:28. So with
8t. Paul; compare the declaration, "being on an equali-
ty with God," Phil. 2:6, with that of 1 Cor. 11:3,

"The head of Christ is God." The two conceptions of the
person of Chrigt had come to be held singly yet clearly,
but there appears as yet no attempt to reconcile them.
The idea of "subordination" was inseparable from the
Lord's inearnate life and medaorial work; the fact of
his divine exaltation came to anprehended in that pro-
cess through which the Spirit guides the Church into
truth. The writers of the New Testament are prophets

of a spiritusl revelation, not philosophic theologlans,

SO0swete, gn. git., olxii.

e
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and they do not betray difficulty in holding the two

vViews of the pergon of Christ in conjunetion, without

& clearly defined dootrine of unity. But they furnigh

the foundation truths upon which the Church at a later

date based iis precise definition of the two natures in

one person.®

Thus to see Christ, to see the Lamb, as the GodMan, is
to see Him as the Apocalypse presents Him, to see Him as He
ie. The Apocalypse witnesses to the doctrines of the two
hatures, the unity of the Person, and the equality of Christ,

the Lamb, with God end the Spirit.

3lBeckwith, op. git., p. 314.




CHAPTER V
THE LAMB AND HIS SAINTS

“John never gees Jesus Christ alone, nor the Church
2lone.*l Although this statement may somewhat overstate the
%age, by and large it is true. Whether saints are piotured
°n esrth, in heaven awaiting the consummation, or in the
Heavenly City, Christ, and frequently as the Lamb, is with
them. 1In comparison with the last section of the previous
chapter, Chriest is presented in His relation to the saints
to a greater extent than in His relation to OGod;2 and, in
Contrast to His relation to Hig enemlies, the relation of the
Lamb to His saints occuples a oonsiderably larger space in
the Apocalypse.®

Thls chapter will concern itself with the consideration of
thie relation between Christ and the saints (a favorite desig-
nation for Christians in the Apocalypse; of., 8:3-4; 11:18;
13:7,10; 14:12; 16:6; 18:20; 20:9). The Lamb passages will
8galn give us only a partial plcture of this relation, but

we believe a significant picture. The nature of the relation

1
Martin Kiddle and M. K. Ross, The Eg;glgf%gn £ 8.
John (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 940& xlvil.

2J. J. Van Oosterzee, Ihe Iheology of the
tranglated from the Dutch by Maurice J. Evans (Second edition;

London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1871), p. 409.

SDwight Marion Beck, “The Christology of the Apocalypse

of John," in New Testament Studies, edited by Edwin P. Booth
(New York: Abingdon--Cokesbury Press, o.1942), pp. 261-62.
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Petween the Lamb and those for whom He was effeotively slain
(the saints) will demand that less attention be paid to the
Lamb in this chapter as compared to the foregoing, since we
vill here spend considerable thought on the saint-side of the
Felationship, alwaye, however, striving to maintain the Lamb-
oentered focus.

Somewhat of a difficulty presents itself in the fact that
the Chureh ig not alwgye plotured on the same "level" in the
Apocalypse. Weidner correctly observes that we see the Church
on earth, in the heavenly state before the resurrection, and
in the New Jerusalem.? 1In other words, the Church militant,
the Church triumphant, and the Church in final glory. The
géeven churches of chapters two and three are most certainly
the Church militsnt. But in the succeeding chapters of the
Apcoalypse we have references to the Church on all three "lev-
ela." 1In the following presentation of the Lamb passages which
deal with the relation between the Lamb and His Church, His
saints, we shall not alvays be at pains to ascertain which
"level® of the Church ig before us. It is the one Church,
whether gtill struggling, through the door of death, or in
final glory. As such a unity we shall often view it.

The Universal Church

The first point we note is the breadth of the Church.

4Revere Franklin Weldner, Biblical T.hm.‘l.nx* af the New
(Omoagoﬁ n‘ming H. R.'oll 000. 1891 » II, 828-
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In 6:9 the living creatures and the elders sing in their new
80ng to the Lamb: "'Worthy art thou to take the seroll and to
open 1te seals, for thou wast slain and by thy blood didst
Tansom men for God from avery Lribe and tongue and peopnle and
Bation, . . . .'" 7This fourfold classification continually re-
ours in the Apocalypse (5:9; 7:9; 11:9; 13:7; 14:8; of., 10:11;
17:18); "this favourite [glg.] formula found a daily illustra-
tion in the polyglott cosmopolitan erowd who Jostled one another
in the agora or on the quays of the Asian seaport towns."S "It
includes all the bases of classification of mankind, all the
¢ircumstances whioh separate men, the barriers which were over-
thrown by the redeeming work of Christ."® Both Swete znd
Charlee hold, however, that the "redemptive scope® of this
passage 1s "legs wide" than, for example, 1 Jn. 2:2 ("the
explation . . . for the sine of the whole world."). Swete
writes:

The scope which it assigns to the redemptive virtue of

the Cross 1g less wide than that whigh is contemplated

in 1 Tim. 2:3f.; 1 Jn. 2:2; but the "new song" refers

only to those in whom Redemption has become effective by

their incorporation in the Body of Christ. The oecumeni-

cal mission of the Church is, however, fully recognized;

the Seer sees in 1t a worldwide Emp&re extending far be-
yond . . . the sway of the Caesars.

SHenry Barclay Swete, Ihe 4nooalypse of St. John (Second
edltion; London: Macmillan and Co. Limited, 1907), p- 100.

A, Plummer, T. Randell and A. T. Bott, R_.,z_ﬂ_gn%n, in
edited by H. D. M. Spence and Joseph

MMW
g?lfxoell (New York: Funk and Wagnalles Co., n.d.), LI, 166.

|
Swete . ¢it., p. 81; R, H. Charles, A anad

floﬁ%m:zx'm m’ at !ﬂl w\rols.
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1920), I, 147.
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Thus the refarence in 5:9 18 to those who actually avpropriate
the redemption of the Lamb, "the saints" of verse 8; those who
exclude themselves by thelr own rejection are not thought of.
The potential of the redemption is unlimited; yet men may
l1mit 1t by their own act. This universal potential 1s further
¢xhibited in the "mankind" of 14:4. Speaking of the 144,000
with the Lamb on Mount Zion, S5t. John writes: "these have been

Pedeemed fpom mapkind. . . ." "This phrase summarizes the full

enumeration given in 5:9.%8

That the number of those in whom the redemption of the

Lemb has proved effective is a large pumber is the expliocit

Ttestimony of the Apocalypse. In the seventh chapter, after St.

John has heard the number of the sealed--144,000--, he be-
holdg %5 gresf multituyde whioh no msn could number, from every

hation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing be-

fore the throne and before the Lamb, . . ." (7:9). And in 19:8

John hesrs "what geemed to be the voice of a great multitude,
" Swete holds that both "great multitudes® (7:9; 19:6)

are the "Universal Church."® What about the 144,000 to which
"The number

we have repeatedly referred (14:1,3; of., 7:1-8)7
denotes a large and perfect number; a multitude of which the

total 1s complete.®:0 With this many scholars will agree, and
many of them also will go aleng with Behm in defining the

BcharIGS. on. m- » II. 100
QSWBte, QR- m- 5 pn 245.
laPlummgr, on. git., p. 347.
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humber thus: "Die symbolische Zahl [ 144,000 zeight an, . . .
dle ganze Gottesgemeinde, ganz 'Israel.'"ll Differences among
seholars appear when we ask whether the "great multitudes® of
7:9; 19:6 are to be equated with the 144,000 of 7:4-8; 14:1,3.
Swete differentistes between the innumerable multitude of 7:9
&nd the 144,000, taking the former as the Church in her final
Completed glory, the latter as the faithful Church on earth
at any given time.l? Relgner equates the 144,000 of 14:1,3
with the "great multitude" of 7:9-17, but distinguishes from
these the 144,000 of 7:4-8.13 We prefer the view of Behm,l1%
CharleslS ang Lengki, 6 who identify the "great multitudes®
(7:8; 19:6) with the 144,000 (7:4-8; 14:1,3); and we accept as
éxplanation of S3t. John's use of a number in the one instance
and his omigsion of 1t in the other the comment of Preston and
Hanson:

In verse 9 [of chapter 7] the great multitude that no pan
fould pumber i1s not to be distingulshed from the 144,000

« « « 28 we have geen, the 144,000 i1g not meant to be
taken literally, but indicates completeness. Here [ 7: 9]
the size of the Church is emphasized [gig.] rather than

1johannes Behm, Die Offenbarung des Johannes, 2?3
Neue Testament eugich. herausgegeben von Paul Althaun Goet-
tingen: Vandonhoeck and Ruprecht, 1963), XI, 44.

123wete ap- aig-, p- 179.

15Erwin Reisner, Dag Bugh Tlnhﬂn..lﬂlﬂln (Goet-
tingen: Vandenhoeok'and Ruprooht. 1949), p. 72.

14Benm, gp. git., passin.
15Charles, op. eit., I & IX, passim.

16R. C. H, Longki, The Interpratation of St. John's Beve-
dation (Columbus: The Wartburg Press, ©.1943), pasaim.
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1t8 completeneas.>?
Thus the Lanmb dled for all, yet not all appropriate the
benefits of Hin death by falth; but those who do are, by God's

grace, many in number.
The Righteousness of the Saints

The redemption effeoted by the death of the Lamb we have
tdequately treated in chapter III under the sestlon which
deale with the Lemb as Redeemer.l®

Uf interest to us here is the manifestation of personal
redemption snd righteousness under the symbol of "white robes*
(7:2,14; 6:11; 3:5 "white garments"; of., 19:8; 22:14). The
fullest "white robe" passage ie 7:14, in whioh the elder
anewers his own question as to who meke up the "great multi-
tude® with the words: "'These are they who have come out of the
great tribulation; they have washed.[g%AuvuV:] thelr robes and
made them white[éhedkavav]in the blood of the Lamb.'" This
'atrongly paradoxiecal expression.'lg this "figurative incon-
grulty®29__rea blood making robes white--"is in socord with

the manner of this book, where violent eontrasts abound. "2l

17Ronald H. Preston and Anthony T. Hanson,
of Saint John the Divine (London: SCM Press, 1949), p. 84.

18gunre, pp. 38-43.
lgcharles. on. goit., I, 214.

20K14d1e ang Roes, gp. gif-» p. 140.
213wete, op. oit., p. 103.
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But there 1s snother paradox here, lying in the active voice
of g;AUVQV and 5keétaVGV, which appears to contradict the re-
demption effected by the Lamb. By way of explanation Charles
refers to Phil. 2:12-13, where the two ideas of God's grace
and man's work sre ecombined in Paul's words: "work out your
Own salvation with fear and trembling; for God i1s at work in
you both to will and to work for his good pleasura.'22
Certainly no reference to earning one's own salvation
dare be injected into 7:14. For "in the blood of the Lamb®
Plainly points to the "forgiveness of sins through faith in
the saorifice of Christ.*23 That Christ is their Redeemer,
that their salvation is by God's grace, 1s the testimony of
the saints themselves in 7:10: "'Salvation belongs to our God
who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb.'" Welss remarks:
If humanity ie delivered from the guilt of sin and the
power of Sgtan by the voluntary death of Christ and EHis
exaltation by God, then those who stand as conquerors

before the throne of God must confess that they are in-
iebted for the Messianic salvation (6wr7p/x) to God, who

has shown Himself gracious to them as jhgts Goda (7:10,
12; 4:11; 19:8; of., 21:3,7), and to the Lamb (7:10; eor.,
7-14)-220 that thelr salvation 1s a work of God (12:10;

19:1).
Another passage which speaks of the "eclothing" of the
salnts l1e 19:8, where it is sald concerning the Bride, the

ZCnarles, gp. oit., I, 214.

23Ip1a.
24Bernhard Weliss, Biblical Theolagy of the New Ieatamens,

translated from the third revised edition of the German by
David Eaton and James E. Duguid (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
n.d.), II, 280-81.
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wife of the Lamb: "' it wae granted her [565:97 mérﬁ] to be cloth-
eéd with fine linen, bright and pure'--for the fine linen is
the righteous deeds of the saints.® The phrase £ds¥ czdrﬁ
(”5“9: aJToc5 ) 18 one of the keynotes of ths Apocalypse, =nd
dccurs some twenty times in chapters 8-20.25 In the case of
such passives in Soripture 1t is usually safe to supply Ged
as the Agent. Sucgh i1e the case here. So Plummer takes 1it, ex-
Plaining 19:8 in the following words:

"It was given her," the power Comes from @od . . .

»
and yet "she arrays herself;" the aotion 1s still volun-
tary . . . . the righteous aaks of ihe sainka. That is,

thelr former righteousness, exhibited in fldelity to CGod

and hostllity to the world, %btalned and retained by the

grace of (God, now [in heaven rorns their chief glory.

S0 "their works do follow them" (14:13).%26
The saints receive righteousness and they acquire righteous-
nees, both by the grace and power of God. The one is the gar-
ment with which Christ clothes them; the other, the garment of
thelr own works of righteousness. When they are given the one,
they are given the other; by having the second it is made
evident that they have the first. In faot, thelr "righteous
deeds" are the evidence of their righteousness both in this
life and at the final Judgment (of., Mt. 28:34ff.). To be sure,
the good worke of the saints in this life are imperfect by
reason of the sin clinging to them, but such imperfectlons are

removed by the perfest rightecusness of Christ.2? In the final

253wete, onR. git., p. 247.
26plummer, gp. git., p- 448.
27Lenski, op. 9it., p. b43.
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anelyeis, therefore, the salvation of the saints is wholly
the work of God and the Lamb (of., 7:10); of themselves they

Can do nothing.
The Sanctified Lives of the Saints

That the life of the salnts is one of prayer and praise
1s the evident implication of 6:8 (ef., 6:10; B8:3-4):

Anc¢ when he [the Lamb ] hed taken the soroll, the four
living oreatures snd the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, esch holding a harp, and with golden
bowls full of incense, which are the prayersfvpmseuxnf]
of the gaints.?8

Beckwith offers s rather uncharltable comment on the phrase
"which are the prayers of the saints." He writes:

The introduction of the prayers of the saints here ig
gtranze. This part of the socene is heavenly and includes
nothing earthly; the latter ie introduced first in v.1l3,
in distinction from this part; and the theme of all the |
utterancee in the scenc is pralse, not prayer ( sposecux?
is not prazise, but supplication), and the utterances of
the saints are included among those mentioned in v.13.
These words "which 1s [gig.] the prayers of the saints®
are very probably a gloss brought in from 8:3. If genu-
ine, they probably refer to supplications of the saints
for the epeedy accomplishment of God's will conecerning
the kingdom ae in 8:3; 6:10--an 1dea, hoggver, not in
keeping with anything else in the scene.

According to Trenoh.npoeeux{ 1s wide enough to mean praise. 50

280n innense as & symbol of prayer see Ps. 140:2.

29Isborn T. Beckwith, Ihe Agocalypse of John (New York:
The Maemillan Company, ¢.1919), p. 512.

S0Richard Chenevix Trench, Szngnxgl gz,;h;,ﬂgu,!snilnenx
(Ninth edition; Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1880), pp. 188-89. Cf., Joseph Henry Thayer, A Greck--

of the New Testament (Corrected edition; New York:
merican Book Company, ¢.1889), p. 126, gub Jcners-
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Thue Lenski takes it, speaking of 7p06£uxos¢: as "prayers in the
widest sense, even in the broad sens¢ of worship; eo we do
ot restrict the term to petiticns although these are not ex-
oluded. "3l yeianer goes so far a8 to equate prayer with pralse
in the Apocalypse. He writes:
Frequent refercnce is alsc made to "the prayers of the
gaints" (5:8; B8:3,4). We learn the contents of Christian
thanksgiving and prayer, not merely from the few wordn
of 22:17,20, but also from the petitions to which ex-
vregsion 1ia given in hesven. We need only eompare the
adorations of the four living ereatures (4:8,9), of the
tventy-four elders (4:10,11; 5:9,10; 11:16,17), of the
angels (5:12), of the victors (7:10; 15:3,4), and of the
heavenly inhabitants (12:10,11; 19:1-.7). The prayers,
88 The paseages gquoted show, are sometimes addressed to
God, scmetines to the L%mb, and sometimes to God and the
Lamb at the same time.®
Most probably the Church on earth is praying in 5:8. " 77poe-
tvxa( are nowhere in Seripture attributed to the saints in
heaven. . . .%33 Pregton and Hanson see here "John's first
hint of the participation of the worship of the church on
earth in that of the church in heaven, of which more is said
in 8:372."34 Thig "participation" idea appears to be an
acceptable view, with significant overtones for the doetrine
of the Churgch. Be that as it may, the faot remains that in
5:8 we catch 2 glimpse of the prayer--praise life of the

gaints.

3lLenski, gp. gif., p. 205.
52Weidner, gp. oit.. II, 275-76.
S3Lenski, gp. eig., p. 206.

34Preston and Hanson, gp- @i%.» p. 76.
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A paecage which uffords o fuller glimpse at the sanetirfi-
catlon which characterizes the earthly life of the saint is
14:4-5;

Zt 1 these [the 144,000 on lMount Zion with the Lemb ]

who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are

chaste [ "virgins," rapdivoc] ; it 1s these who follow

the Lamb wherever he goes; these have been redeemed from

mankind as firet frults fer God and the Lamb, and in

their mouth no 1le was found, for they are spotless.
Concerning 14:1-5 Charles rightly states: "This seotion has
been an oceasion of great diffioulty to gcholars.*3® Thig
observation i1s especially vertinsnt to the words in v.4: "who
have not defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste
[*virgine,* ap¥evocl, « o+ . " Charles himself believes that
thece words are the work of a "monkish intervolator."36 He 1s
followed in this view by others, notably Preston and Hanson,
vho state with reference to 1l4:4t

It seems likely that some ascetically minded soribe took

the opnortunity of inaerting his propaganda into Reve-

lation before the text had beconme standg;dized. But there

18 no manuseript evidence for this [!1.
Among schclars who accept the %ext as original therc are those
who coniend for a literal interpretation of the words. So Behm,
Klddle, snd Beckwith.3® Behm holds that an actual renunciation
of merriage in view of the nearness of the Parousia i3 here

meant, and rafers to Mk. 12:25; Mt. 19:12; 1 Cor. 7:1,8,26ff.

380nar) e, 8n. 8i%-. A, 11,

361b18., pp. 8-11.

37Preston and Hanson, gp. g4i%.,» p. 101.
58Beckwith, gp- gi%., p. 652.
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for confirmation of hie view.3? Kiddle goes much farther when
he gtatee:
There ~re degreee of bleesedness, and in John's opinion
the married Christian is further from the godly ideal
then the unmarried; the celibete alone 1s fit to be the
unblemished lamb of gasrifice.40
Lenskl contends vehemently against any such “supersaint" idea
in thle virgin reference®l, as does Beck when he comments:

Clearly the emphasis falls on the condition of the re-
Geemed as undefiled rather than on celibacy, especially
in view of many condemnations of fornication 2nd the
exeltation of merriage elsewhere in the book.%2

With this Swete ie in substantial agreement, holding that the
worde must bhe token metaphoricelly and that the emphasie lies
on chastity, when he states in explaznation of this descoription
of the salnts in l4:4:
That chestity should be chosen as the first distinetive
virtue of the Christian brotherhood will not seem strange
to those who reflect that pagan life was honey-combed
with im-orality of the grossest kind.43
Lagtly, there are those who zive these enigmatic words of 14:4
2 spiritual interpretation. This position is well stated by
Plummer, who comments:
There 1s little doubt that these words are intended in a

spiritual sense. In the 0ld Testament the employment of
the figure of adultery and fornication to denote splrit-

39Behm. op- cit., pp. 81-2.
40ki6ale ana Ross, op..git., p. 268.
4lLenski, gu. git., pp. 423-24.
42Beck, gp. git., p. 264.

433wete, opn. git., p. 179.
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ual unfseithfulness is common (of. 2 Chron. 21:11; Jer.
3:9, ete.). 9t. John elsewhere in the Apocalypse makes
use of the same symbolism [ef., £:120; 17:86-6]. Simi-
larly, =lso, St. John pictures the faithful Church as
the bride adorned for her Husband the Lamb (19:7-8). Sg
also 3t. Paul (2 Cor. 11:2), “I espoused you as a chaste
Virgin to one Husbsnd, Christ." Tap#voc , "virging", is
4 word equally appliceble to men or women. Thig verse,
therefore, scems to desecribe those who are free from
8rirlitusl impurity and unfalthfulness; those who have
et worshipped the beast end hies image.44

Ve believe this to be a most Seriptural end satisfying inter-
pretation. A cignificant "theocentric" observation, which alludes
Yo the sexusl abstinence enjoined upon ocezsion in the 0ld
Testanent (cf., Ex. 19:15; 1 Sam. 21:5), snd makes 14:4 the
New Tegtament counterpart of this, is offered by Reisner, vho
Sunmarizes Lis discussion on the verse thus:
DPie Jungfraeulichkeit 1st nicht Qgﬁlngngg. sondern Zejgh-
2h fuer die Reinheit derer, die in die Schar der Seligen
aulgenommen werden. Im Alten Bund, der Ja ein Bund der
Zelchen und der Gleichnisse war, haelt sich der Mensah,
in dem er dac Cesetz befolgt, selbst rein. Im Neuen Bund
aber wird er von Gott gereinigt, erhaelt er sozusagen
die Jungfraeulichkeit, die er sonst bel aller aeusseren
Ackese doch niemals erreichen koonnte, zum Geschenk,

und als so Beschenkter wird er als reines Opfer ange-
Nommen.™="

“he remaining indications of the sanctified lives of the
salnts in 14:4-5 offer less difficulty. The reference to fol-
lowing "the Lamb wherever he goes" ( ouroL of arokevBoUTES T
;Pvﬁ%’ N vmay7) might seem to indicate that the saints

follow the lamb about in heaven. But that the reference 1is

44P1ummer, on. cig., p. 347. See Lenski, gpn. git.,
Pp. 423-.24,

4sﬂelsner. op. Si%.., p. 137,
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Plainly to their earthly lives 1e seen when we recall that
the time of » rubstentivized participle is determineéd by the
Céntext. BSince the other two ag}ac oclauses in 14:4, with which
the og}ac clavee under consideratiorn is persllel, have their
brineiple verbg in the past tense ( aquJv976¢Vand.';rm056'
$16av), 1t 16 most probable that seav, rather than €iev, is
to be supplied as the linking verb between oﬁ}ac and of akoA-
ovdovvres . In the dependenv clauge ( omrov v Jkayy) the verd
Shangec tc ‘he vreosent tense "because the pathe of Christ's
leading are thousht of se sbsolute, without reference to
time. "€ mne sainte are those who obeyed the Lord's call,
"Follow me" (of., Mk. 2:14; 10:21; Lk. 9:59; Jn. 1:43; 21:
19; ef., 1 Pet. 2:21). As Swete tersely puts it: "the Christ-
lan life 1s from first to last an imitatig Agni."*%?

Yith regard to the desoription of the sainte as those "in
whose mouth no 1lie was found," the nositions of Swete and Len-
8ki, though differing in some respects, are equally sa2tisfying.
Swete refers to the actual truthfulness of Christians in con-
trast to the prevalent lack of it among their heathen neigh-
bors.“#® Lenski takes "lie" in the sense of 1 Jn. 1:6-10; 2:

b-v’

22; 4:20, in the sense of the beast's deceit (13:14), “1ie*

that deniees the Lamb.4®

4CBeckwith, gp. 9it., p. 662.
473vwete, op. 9i%., p. 179.

4Bm_’ p- 180.
49Lensk1, gp. git., p. 426.
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The last sanctification reference in 14:4-5: "for they
are spotlesgg" (EQQ#OQ. "sums up in one word the deseription
of the perfect character of those who are seen with the Lamb
on Mount Zion; ef., Eph. 1:4; Col. 1:22."*50 Swete contends,
on the basle of the usage of S;uw,uos in Biblical Greek, that
ite meaning 1s "unblemighed" in the saorifiecial sonlé rather
than "blameless," and states concerning these 144,000 saints:
“Their self-consecration was free from the insincerity whieh
would have rendered it unacceptable in the sight of God."51

A glimpse into the "faithfulness® of the salnts, which
Way be congidered in the category of sanctification, is given
in 12:11 and 17:14.

And they [ the saints] have conquered him [the dragon ]

by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testi-

r?ggyilgor lhey loved not thelr lives even unto death

There 1s here a clear reference to the Master's teaching (ef.,
Jn. 12:28; Mt. 10:39; 16:25; Mk. 8:38f.; Lk. 9:24; 17:33).
They were so unattached to their earthly exlistence that they
were ready to die, if need be, rather than to deny the blood
and the Word and their testimony.®2 In 17:14 the saints are
explicitly called "faithful: "and those with him [the con-
quering Lord of lords and King of kinge] are called and cho-
sen and faithful® (rerol ). No doubt the word "falthful" here

5°Beokw1th, op. git., p. 653.
Slswete, op. oit., p. 181.
52L0n8k1. R m.. P 580'
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has the connotation of patient endurance, fideilty, which some
8cholars claim 1s the meaning of all the 7/677S words in the
Apocalypse (2:13,19; 13:10; 14:12; 17:14).53 The character-
1zation of the saints as "oalled and chosen" we are about to
Congider in the following section of this chapter. Swete, com-
blning all three characterizations of the saints in 17:14
("ealled ang chosen and falthful"), offers a splendid comment
in the words:

though on God's side no failure is to be feared (Ro. 8:

29f. . . .), on man's part there is no such security

(2 Pet. 1:10 . . . .); the olimax [victoryl is only rgaoh—
ed when the "called and chogen® are found "faithful. %54

The Ssints are Called, Elected and Sealed

The Lamb passage with which we have dealt (17:14) with
regard to the faithfulness of the saints aleo asoribes to them
the oharacteristics of "cnlled and ohosen.® The pertinent seo-
tlon of the verse reads: "and those with him [ the conguering
Lord of lords and King of kings ] are called [kAnrel ] and chos-
en [g&AEKToC ] and faithful." The obvious reference in KJvnTo(
1s the gracious Gospel invitation summoning a man to partake
of the Messianie salvation, to become a saint.%% In the case
of those with the Lamb in 17:14 this Gospel ocall was effect-
ive (ef., Mt. 22:14), for preceding their effective calling

5"-‘Cﬂ:mrles. on. 9i%., I, oxv-oxvi.
®4swete, on. gif., p. 224.
abweidn.r’ m- m- ¥ ] II. 2?20
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in point of time (if one may speak of "time" here) and suo-
¢eeding their c¢a2ll from their personal religious viewpoint
and in John's word order in 17:14 is thelr eternal election
(EK)‘E“W:). Whom God chose He calied (Ro. 8:29-30), and whom
He called He chose (17:14). We fail to see the justification
Of separating ealling end eleotion, as Swete would have 1it,
when he sayst "to have been ohosen by God i1s more than to have
been called by Him."96 Nor are we satisfied with Plummer's
explanation of this eleotion, which holds that those who hesr
the c¢2ll dedicete their lives to God's service and thus be-
come His chosen servants.®’ We believe that the term ZKAEKToL
refers to an eternsl election, and the passage to which we
Now turn for further material on the elestion of the saints
makes this doctrine an incontrovertible one in the teaching
of the Apocalypse.

A conceot whiech we have already treated in connection
with the Lamb as Dispenser of Life,%8 namely, "the book of
life," is this proof par gxcellence for eternal election in
the Apocalypse. The pertinent Lamb passage is 13:8:

and all who dwell on earth will worship it | the beast

from the earth], every one whose ngme has not been

written before the foundation of the world 1in the book

of 1life of the Lamb that was slaln fou 0y, Yaype\tr-tqt_ TS
OVO/“"‘ durov Ev T /Bﬁ)/w s Lwiys 1ol apviod U Eeday-

/&ivav' 270 Kdrm/@oA'7s Koéf.(m/]

563wete‘ 9.2- m.. pu 22‘-
57plummer, op. git., p. 418.

S83ypra, op. 44-6.
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\ A 7/
The unsettled question as to whether aro KarafBeAns Koexa) ig
to be teken with y&'ypmrrmc or with Ee¢ary,u€‘va'\/ need not detain

us here. Suffice 1t to say, that grammer and the gpalogla

&idel permit Loth pogsibilitfies, and that scholarship is
Quite evenly divided on the question. Those who claim that the
aro phrase is to be taken with 2.6¢dy/¢€’\/o’/ have 1 Pet. 1: 19-20 ir
their favor, and those who contend that the srro’ phragse goes

with Y‘-I)'Pdfr‘ra\l- have 17:8 (’}da/-mbhléovfar. 0f Karet KoUVIES Eme
ms vHs, Ov o yépparrac T8 Svoma emt T BefMiov s Fwys
ano kata PoAns kotuo/), @ preeise parallel, in their favor. Ve
believe this latter view to be preferable. But, as Osborn cor-
reotly observes, the result is the same in either case.®® 1In
fact, both the Calvary Event and the enrollment of the saints
in the book of 1ife have been foreordained in the timeless
Gounsels of God. Had the eternal love of God not planned that
the Lamb ghould be slain, a book of 1ife would have been a
faree; and had God not inscribed the names of His saints-to-be
in a book of 1ife, the slaying of the Lamb would have been
polntless. Although 1t is our opinion that the ars KaTeBaA»ns
"‘56/401/ is to be taken with yejypmrmc in 13:8, let us not lose
8lght of the faot that the book of life in which the names of
the saints were insoribed is "the book of 1ife of the Lamb

that was slain." The points of contaot between Christ the Lamb

and the saints in all areas of theology are legion, and the

59Thomas Osborn, The Lion and the Lamb (New York: The
Abingdon Prees, ¢.1922), p. 176.
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two remain inegeparable.
Welss nicely states the import of eternal insoription in

the book of 1ife when he writes:

Nay, it seems as though thls gift [eternal lite] were
glven by an eternpl divine predestination, since the
recording in the book of 1life (21:27) 1s the resulg

even before the foundation of the world (13:8; 17:8)

But as the nzme of any one may again be blotted out of

the book of life (3:5), and at the judgment examination

is made only what names remain there (20:12,16), that
destinstion imnlies no irreveeable divine purpose ruling
the individual, but only traces the eleotégn of Christians
back to the eternal purpose of salvation.

Akin to the doctrine of eleotion is the concept of "seal-

ing" in the Apocalypse. The saints who are "called and ohosen®

(17:14) are galiea upon "to confirm their calling and election®

(2 Pet. 1:10). They do this by remaining "faithful® (17:14),

8nd God aids them in their feithfulness by "sealing" them. The
maln reference to thls sealing in the Apocalypse 1s 7:3-8,
An indloa-

where the 144,000 are sealed upon their foreheads.
tlon of the nature of this seal received by the saints is given
us in g La@b passage which the majority of scholars hold is

Not to be distingulshed from the sealing concept. The passage
1s 14:1: "Then I [John] looked, and lo, on Mount Zion stood
the Lamb, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who
bad bis name and hia Father's pame written on their forehesds.*
Thus the seal referred to in 7:3-8 1s thought of as consist-

ng of 5 name, rather of two names (of., Jn. 14:6), Just as

SOWe1gs, ov. sit., II, 261.
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the pernicious counterpart of the Divine seallng ie the mark
0f the beast borne by his adherents and consists of hig name

°r the number of his name (13:16-18). Behm appears to pr-s=ent

one of the fineet treatmenss of the significance of the saints

bearing the name of the Father and the Scn on their foreheads.

He writf’.\s:

gle [ the 144,000] stehen unter allmaechtigem Schutz. Die
Namen Chrigti und seines Vaters, die sie als Merkmal
ibrer Zugehoerigkeit auf der Stirn tragen (s. 3,12; 22,
4), buergen dafuer, dsss sie in sicherer Hut sind, allem
dwang und niedrigem Wetteifer zum Trotz, mit dem das
Malzelchen des Antichrists der Menschhelt aufgedrungen
wird (s. 13:16ff.). "Wenn Christus seine Kirche schuetzt,
80 mag die Hoelle toben." Mitten in der von widergoett-
lichen Maech$en beherrschten Welt soll es sinen Bezirk
geben, in dem der Herr, der in den Tod ging fuer die
Seinen, sie um sich sammelt und die Heilskraft seiner
Cegenwart erfahren laesst (s. Mt. 28,20; Jn. 14,18f¢.)61

In view of the faet that the ssints in the Heavenly City are
spoken of as still bearing the Divine nsme (22:4), Beckwith

holde thet "the bearing of the name is a token of victory, .
n62

The Szints Have Conquered

A direct result of the faithfulness of the saints, which,
in turn, is s result of their Divine ealling, eleotion, and
seallng, is that they come off ccnquerors over agll their ens-
miegs. "Conquer" (vikdw) is a common word in the Apocelypse and

fcour roference to the saints in 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,1%2,

with

~
2 " -

61Behm, gn. git., p. 81.
GEBeokwlth, op. git., p. 661,
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2l; 12:11; 15:2; 21:7; of., 7:l4. The frequence with whiecn the

oy

Prospect of the ultimate viotory of the saints is portrayed
in the Apocalypse offsets the £sars and misgivings which the
"@peated deseriptions of the intense conflicts with their

fnemles might well cause to rise in their hearts. As certaln

88 the Lamb 1s Conqueror,B83 go certain is it that the saints,

in the Lenb, are sonquerors. The triumph of the saints is, how=-
] p

éver, not so mucn an imitation of the Lamb's as ite result, as

we shall 880.04

The faet that the saints are conquerors (and we think of
the saints as through the door of death in this seetion) is
Implicit in a Lumb passage to which we have referred often.
The scene 18 that of the great multitude standing before the
throne aznd before the Lamb, congernling waleh St. John 1s asked
by an elder who made up this great multlitude and whence they
have come. The elder's own answer 1g: "'These are they who
have come out of the great fribylation; they have washed their
robes snd made them white in the blood of the Lamb'® (7:14).
Although commentators are not agreed on the nature of this

"great tribulation," we prefer the position of Dean and offer

his comment on the matter. Dean writes:

Every age has its confliot that can be pre-eminently the
greet tribulation; and from that confliot there are al-
ways those that come vistorious and go to swell the great

838ypra, pp. 29-33.

64Ragnar Leivestad, Ghrist the Congueror (New York: The
Meomillan Company, 1954), p. 221.
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@aultitude whioh no man oan number.®B
And to equate this "sreat trlbulation" with that enemy of the
Christian walah 18 commonly designated "the world" has some
probabiligy, 68

The close parallel between the two statementa regarding the
Salnts in 7:14 is noteworthy: they are those "who have come
Out of the great tribulation," and they are also those who
"have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. #67 Another Lgmb passage which speaks of the saints
a8 conquerors, this time conquerors of the devil, and which
Makes the conneotlon between their conquest and 'the'blood of
the Lamb™ even nore dlreot is 12:11:

And they [our brethiren of v.1l0] have him [the

devil, as desoribed in v.9] by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of thelr testimony, for they loved not their

lives even unto death.

The vistory of the saints is “derivative"; they conquer only
"0y the blood of the Lamb."58 Stevens' commenz on this polnt

is enlightening. He gayas:

Although the saved have "overcome" [00nquered]. that 1g,
achieved a moral victory by effort and struggle, yet this
vidtory 1s not regerded as due to their own power or as

857, 7. Dean, Ihe Baok uf Revelation (Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1915), p.'118. The positions of Lenski, gop. git., pp.

261-62; nnd of Beckwith, gu. git., p. 545, are comparable with
that of Dean. On the o%her hand, Swete, gp. git., p. 102; Behnm,

22- gS2t., n. 48; and Charles, Qp. git., I, 213, refer to a

svecifie great trial accompanying the final Judgment.
563uch 18 the position of Plummer, 9p. gi%., passim.
87See gupra, vp. 68-7, where this mspeot of 7:14 1s treated.

BeLeivoatad, ep. git., p- 218.
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foundinz » elaim to heavenly blessednese; they have ra-
ther "overcome because of the blood of the Lamb* (12:11);
they heve "waehed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb" (7:14); that is, their salvation is
Aaoribed t»n the divine zrace as revealed 2=2nd apnlied
through the redeeming work of Christ. Here, as elsewhere
in the New Testament, the correlation hetween grace and
faith--as opposed to debt and works--is prgserved. Sal-
vation 1s by faith becsuse it is of grace.

Thus "the blood of the Lamb® 1is the nrimary cause of the vio-

tory of the ssints. But the words "and by the word of thelr

testimony" noint %o a secondary cause of their vietory, namely,
"their sersonal “testlmony to Jesus"’0 in 11fe and word, "even

unto death," 1f need be. "Thus the two aldes of man's redemp-

tion are nhere brouzht forward together.'71 Here again is the

Paradox hetween God at work in the saints (grace) and the

8aint working out his own salvation (falthfulness). With re-

gard to the mooted question as to whether the reference to

"death" in 12:11 necessarily impliees martyrdom,”’2 we belleve

Lengki's position is the most tenable. He comments:

They [the saints of 12:11 ] would rather suffer martyrdom
than to deny that blood and the Word and thelr testimony.
We have an example in Paul, Acts 20:24. The extreme "up
tc death” i1g mentioned, but, ss so often, only in order
to include this and thus all less=r evidense of faith-
fulneeg for the Lord needs only 2 few in order to fill

%9George B T N 2ta-
ge Barker Stevens Ehﬁ Ihﬁ212£§ of lhe _sg Zezta
pont (Second edition; New York: Charles Scribner's 3ons, 1927),

p. 547.
70Char es, on. git., I, 329.

?121..: :.

72%uch 18 the opinion of Charles, gp. git., I & II,

Ragslr; Swete, op. git., paseim; and Behm, gn. gif., pegsip.
all of whom refer tc martyrdom in 12:11 and in other passages

whioch speak of the 8aints as Cconguerors.
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up the number of bloody martyrs, (6:11) for others it
1s enough to be faithful in afflietion.’

The saints have thus come vigtorious through the "great
tribulation" of their earthly lives, they have conguered the
devil in all his attempts to devour them, and, lastly, they
have concuered the Antichristian powers of the Apoecalypse, as
we see from 15:2:

And I [John) saw what appeared to be a sea of glass

mingled with fire, and those who had ggnﬁ?gngg the beast
and 1ts image and the number of its name [ the Antichrist-

lan powers], standing beside the sea of glass with
harps of God in their hands.

It 18 not in accord with our present purposes to discuse the
enigmatic character of the beasts, the image of the beast and
the number of the beast in the Apocalypse. We believe that
those who broadly define all of these evil symbolizatione as
“the Antiochristian powers" are most probably correct.’4 The
polnt we are making 1s that the saints have overcome and con-
quered gll their enemies. They stand victorious in heaven with
their vietorious Lamb, who was slain to give them the victory
over the world, the devil, and all Antiohristian powers, and

to whom they have remained faithful unto death.
The Saints are a Kingdom and Priests

The covenant of Sinal had promised Israel: "you shall be

to me [Jahweh] a kingdom of priests . . . (Ex. 19:6). The ful-

?3Lenski, gp. git.» p- 360.

74Ip14., passim; Cherles, gn. oit., I & II, passim; Plum-
mer, Q. gAt., DASEAN.
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fillment of thise promise i1s expressly stated with regard to
the saints in the Apocalypse. Already in the sixth verse of
the Book, in John's first doxology to Christ, he writes of
Him: "and mede us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father,
- - ." (1:8). The first Lamb passage which expresses the king-

dom-priests thought is the doxology of the 1living creatures

and the elders to the Lamb in 5:10: "'and hast made them [ the

men ransomed for God | a kingdom and prieste to our God, and
they shall reign on the earth.'®

The evident meaning of both of the above passages (1:6;
5:10) is "that Christ has made us a kingdom each member of
which 1s 2 priest unto @od."?”% To be noted is the fact that
in both passages kingship and priesthood are conjoined: in
1:6 they stand in apposition to one another, in 5:10 they
are conneoted by Kal, and in 1 Pet. 2:9 they are combined in
one expression, fBasc(Atov ct'spm'rEu,cm .76 Bwete observes: "Priest-

hood =z2nd royalty are the mutually complementary aspests of

the service of God, .t Although 1:6 and 5:10 speak

of the kingdom and priests tg God, 20:6 speaks of the saints

as "priests of God and of Christ, - - - ." And the saints

serve both God and the Lamb (7:16; 22:3); they worship both

God and the Lamb (14:3; 15:3-4; 19:6-8; 22:3). The Lamb has

made the saints a kingdom and priests to God, and in so doing

75Charles, gn- git., I, 186.
761pig., II, 186.
77Swote. ap- git., p. 264.
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He has made them a kingdom and priests to Himself.

"The royal priesthood involves the exeroclse of it on
earth. "78 Thig exercise involves the personal privileges of
drawing nesr to God, through Jesus Christ, without any other
mediator, of offering prayers and thanksgivings and devoting
oneself in obedience and gervice to God.79 As the priest in
the'Old Testament times had acocess to and communion with God,
g0 every saint in the New Testament era has thls precious
privilege.80 As the heavenly servants, the angels of God
(19:10), gladly perform His will in heaven, so Hisg a.alnts on
earth find servility to His will a privilege. '

The phrase "they shall reign [Bae A €déovecv]on the

earth" (5:10) 1s a2 bit puzzling. Some take 1t to mean that the

saints rule over sin, flesh, and Satan.B8l Others, stressing
the future tense ( PoccAelbovéecv), refer the ruling to the Mil-
lenial Kingdom (ef., 20:8). But the future tense i1s contested
by a2 variant in the present tense ( Baéc)ilovec¥), which we

believe to be the correot reading.52 Thus the reign of the

78Charles Augustus Briggs, Messelah of the Apostles
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1895), p. 402.

79veidner, gp._git., II, 274. Of., Ro. 12:1-2; 1 Pet.
2:15; Heb. 13:15.

80Beckwith, gp. git., p- 430.

8lplummer, gp. git.,» p- 166.

82Nestle prints the future tense. Lenski, gp. git., p-
208; Charles, gn. g9it., I, 148; and Swete, Qn. git.-, p. 82,
contend for the present tense because it 1s the more difficult

readling.
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gainte 1s begun in this 1life (Mt. 5:3,5; 1 Cor. 4:;8), to be
completed in the life to come (22:5). The eclose connestion,
not to say ecuation, of the kingdom and priesthood ides® in
the pacsages we have been considering seems to allow that we
define thie reign in much the same manner as we deseribed the
prieathood of the ceint. The saints reign as prlests, they
serve as kings. On thie kingdom-priest sspect of the saints'

earthly lives Behm comments:

Inrem koeniglichen Herrn f{vgl. v.5) verdanken die Christ-
en dle stolze Wuerde, nioht bloes seine Untertanen, viel-
mehr gelbst Trapeger der Koenigsherrachaft, Throngenosesen
Christi, zu sein. VWozu das alttestamentliche Igrzel von
seinem Gott bestimmt war (vgl. 2. Mose 19,6), was Danilel
dem Volke der "Heiligun des Hoechsten" fuer die Endzeit
verhiess (vgl. Dan. 7,18), was Jesus den "Armen im Geiste"
zugagte (8. Mt. 5,3), das sieht der Seher an jedem Gliede
der Christengemeinde erfuellt: geistliches Weltherrscher-
tum. . . . Aber das Herrscherrecht der Throngenossen
Christi ist verbunden . . . . mit der Dienstpflicht von
Priestern Gottes: Christus gleich haben sie freien Zu-
gang zu Gott, ihm anbetend zu disnen und fuer andere

vor ihm einzutreten. Die Christen sind Priester von
Gottes Gnaden, CGottes maechtlig durchs Gebet und zum
Diensgte Gottes da, den anderen auch ein Christus zu
werden, wie Christus ihnen geworden ist (Luther).83

The completion and perfeetion of the kingdom-priests
charaoter of the saints will transpire in the Heavenly City
of the world to come. There "his servants shall woreship [Mat-
pedeoueu{]him; « «» » « 2nd they ahall‘rolgn'[Ddsgkséeovenv]
for ever asnd ever® (22:3,5).84 Here agaln the close relation

betweesn serving and ruling is evident, as Relsner points out,

when he eays:

aas.hﬂ, n‘ m- » p . 9 -
84The reference in "him" is treated gupra, pp. 54-5.
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Die Erlcocsten herrsghen als Keenigs (Vers 58 ﬁ?d dienen

als Knechte (Vers 3). Beldes i1st dasselbe ! Zwischen

Harrschen und Dienen besteht in der Vollendung kein Unter-

schled. . . . Die Herrschaft des Menschen ist Gottes-

dienst und umgskehrt; denn beide sind Eines in der Liebe.85
We add to this the interesting observation of 3wete:

Perfoct gervice will be accompanied byTgerreot sover-

eignty--will be perfect sovereignty. e beauty of the
sequence MaTpeUueovel . . . [>aeredeovev has besn finel

caught by the Gregorian phrase "ecul servire regnare ,,t.{BG

The Eternal Blesaedness of the Salnts

The final geotion of this chapter brings us to the place
and point whare the eternal purposes of God and the ardent
hopes of Christians are fully realized--the Heavenly City of
eternity. Stevens correctly observes that the desoription of
this City (in 21:1-22:5) "1s probably the most magnificent
pasgage in all apoocalyptie literature."S? The frequant men-
tion of the Lamb ig notiseable in thig deseription of the New
Jerusalem; in faot, this 1e the Lamb's City (ef., 21:9,22,23,
27; 22:1,3).88 It 38 not in ascord with our purposes to pre-
sent a full desoription of the Heavenly City. As usual, we
ahall notice what the Lamb passages have to say, and as we
consider them it will, perhaps, he most reverent often to let

St. John's werds stand uninoumbered by extensive comment on

SSReiener, gp. gif-, p- 197.

868’“9‘.’ O_n. m-’ p- 3010
873tevens, op. 21%., n. 562.
883egkwi th, on. git., pp. 757, 789.
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Matters whieclh far tranasend our prizaent exparience and our
fondest hopes and dreanms.

Prior to the dessrintion of the Beavenly City in 21:1-
22:5 glimpaes of the blessed condition of the saints in glory
are afforded in the Apoocalypse. One of these glimpses appears
in 7:9-17, a geetion to which we have referred often, whiech
Présents the great multitude of the redeemed before the throne
and before the Lamb. PFrom thils seotion we note partioularly
here 2 portion of v.17: "For ths Lamb in the midst of the
throne will be their [the sainta' ] Shepherd, . . ." When we
eall to mind the Oriental shepherd-shaep relationship, we
realize how complete and satisfying the care of the saints ig.
¥hen we notice that the Lamd s their Shepherd, we meet with

another of the Apocalypse's paradoxes. A paradox made possible

by the f20t that the Lamb has taken the nature of the sheep,
and as one of the flock was slain for the flock; "the :vngﬁv
6 KeddS 18 Himself of the fold (76 apviov ). . . ."89 Tngg
Divins shepherding belongs, of course, alsv to tha present
1ife of the saint, but only in the future life does it moet
with a full responsge (ef., In. 10:4; Rev. 14:4).90 Another
glimpse of the saints with the Lamb appears in 14:1, where
they stand on Mount Zion with the Lamb; but no partiocular
insight into their blessed state is afforded hers, except for
the fsot that they are wigh the Lamb (of., 7:9; 17:14), which

BQBHBtQ, mo gu.' po 105.
Qoxbll_

e e e
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in i1tself coryrehends sll blessednésa.

We are preparod for the view of the Heavenly City iteelf
by the announcem:=nt songerning "the Pride, the wife of the
Lamb."  fThat this announcement and the subgequent descrivtion
of the City of God 1s the climax of the Apooalypse hsrdly
reGuires proof. The great multitude of chapter 19 sings in its
dexology to Cod:

Lot us rejoice and exult and give him [God] the glory,

for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride

Nee made herself ready; it was granted her to be ecloth-

ed with fine linen, bright and pure--for the rbfc linen

is the rightecus dceds of Sthe szints (19:7-8).

To which an angel, addrecsing John, adds: "'Wrlte this: Bles-
ged =zre those who szre invited Yo the marriage supper of the
Lemb'" (19:9). Regerding the two figures here presented--the
Bride in v.7 gnd the marriage sucper in v.9--Plummer offers
an eccepiable explanation in the words:

The Tfigure of the "marriage supper" 1g rather a new sym-

bol ot the bride; though very probably suggested by it.

For those who partake of the "marrisge supper" are those
who ggnstltute the bride, viz. the faithful Church of

Ged.
The concention of a "Divine Marriage" is deeply rooted in both
Testaments (of., Ps. 44; Ts. 54:1-8; Ezek. 16:1ff.; Hos. 2:19;
Mt. o2:2rr.; x. 2:19; Jn. 3:29; 2Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25ff.}.93
Piummer quotes Alford to the effeot that this figure of a mar-

Slwone righteous deeds of the sailnts" 1s discussed gyprs,

?p- 6”‘*9.
92riuame», op. git., p. 448.
933wete, gn. olg., p- 246.
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Tlage between the Lord and His people, between the Lamb and
His saints, "3s too frequent and familiar to need explanaticu
©+ . ."9% 1The faet that the saints are with the Lamb, to
which we referred ahove, finds its perfeotion in this marital
union.

That the Bride, the Church in glory, and the Heavenly
City are synonomous figures is the manifest declaration of
the angel to John in 21:9: "iCome, I will show you the Bride,
the wife of the Lamb.'" Verse 10 then states: "and showed me
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God."
The following verses of chapter 21 and the first five verses
Of chapter 22 then describe the Heavenly City. We ghall pause
to notice only a few detalls wherein the desoription speoi-
fieally ooncerns the Lamb.

The first of these details is one which, unfortunately,
disrupts the unity and progression of this section; but it 1is
a8 Lamb passage, and must be treated here if anywhere. We have
reference to the desoription of the Heavenly City in 21:14:
"And the wall of the oity had twelve foundafiona. and on them
the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb." Perhaps
Sheldon 1s right in saying on the basis of this passage that
the "highest honor among the glorified saints is aseribed to
the twelve apostles, . . ."95 It 1s evident that the term

%4plummer, gp. gif., p. 448.

95Henry C. Sheldon New I (Sesond edi-
Vion; Bew York: Too meomiiled aoﬁmﬂpmu:nny!. 1922), p. 168.
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"the twelve apostles® 1s used in its officlal sense here desig-
Nating the body of the apostles as a whole. The individuals,
whether the original twelve, or whether ineluding St. Paul
and others, are not thought of (of. 1 Cor. 18:85; Jn. 20:24;
Lk. 9:12). John himself would, of course, be included. But
the dignity here aseribed to the Apoatle St. John does not
indicate that he i1s not the author of this statement (or of
the entire Apocalypse, for that matter), when we recall that
the apostles' sonsoiousness of their fundamental importance
1s without a trase of presumptucusness and appears elsewhere
in the New Testament (of., 1 Cor. 4:9; 9:1; 12:28; Eph. 2:20;
Mt. 19:28; Jn. 17:18,20).96 As to the significance of the
8ymbolism of this passage (21:14), Behm's comment is among the

best. He writes:

Neu und wichtig ist der Zug, dass dle durch die Tore
zwoelfmsl unterbrochene Mauer von zwoelf CGrundstelnen
getragen 1st, und dass auf jJjedem Grundstein der Name
eines Apostels Chrigtl steht. Mascht die Mauer die Stadt,
80 helssgt das nights anderes, als dass die Stadt selbst
auf dem Grunde der Apostel aufgebaut ist (s. Eph. 2,20;
Heb. 11,10; Mt. 16,18), 4. h. dass dile ewige Gottes-
8tadt kein blasses Gedankengebilde 1st, sondern unloes-
lich zusammenhaengt mit der Geschichte des Heils auf
Erden: der unscheinbare Ertrag des Erdenwirkens Jesu,
der Kreils der zwoelf Juenger als Zeugen des Evangel-
lume, 1st das unereohnaggorlioho Fundament der himm-

llechen Gottesgemeinde.
The deseription of the City continues in magnificent

Plotures of ite unsurpassed beauty. We 1lift out 21:22 for our

96Beckwith, gp. g9it-, p- 789.
®7Benm, gp. git., p. 109.




93

Consideration. It is there stated: "And I [John] saw no tem-
Ple in the oity, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty

and the Lamb." The cubio form of the City (21:16) sugzests

the Holy of Holies of tae Sanoctuary of the 0ld Covenant. Suech

& Sanetuary thig whole City 1s. "The Eternal Presence (v.3)
reéenders the new Jerusalem one vast VAOS . « « «» The Divine

Presence in Itself constitutes a 3anctuary which supersedes

haterial structures; . . ."98 fThe shadow of the 0ld Testa-

@ent has become the reality of the consummated New Testament.
Hotice the Testamental link in the connection between "the
Lord God the Almighty," wiiich answers to the 3715\'31:}’ “-‘Ifg{
ST~ of the 014 Testament, and the Lamb--God gnd the Lamb

are lte temple. "The revelation of the 0ld Testament finds its
consummation in the Incarnate Son; the promise of God's Pres-
ence with His people is realized in the Person of the saori-
ficed 2nd exalted Christ."®9 Union (spiritual union?) be-

tween God, the Lamb, and the saints is the point here, as Len-

8kl notes when he says!

The eternal union is immediate, absolutely ocompiete. God

and the Lamb are not a Sanotuary in the center of this
¢lty, to whioch those in the oity must go to commune with
them. The whole city is the Sanctuary, the wholie city
filled with the glorious Presence, God and the Lamb are
the Sanetuary, we are in union with them, a_union to
whioh nothing can be added to all eSernity.

This spiritual relationship 1e exemplified further by

988wetg, ap- gik-» p- 298.
gglhlﬂ-
00

Lenski, op. git., p. 643.
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the glory of Goa ana the Lamb--Lamp whioh cbviate the need
for any other 11ght any more in the Git:y.1°1 "And the ecity
has ne need of sun or moon %o shine upon it, for the glory of
God 16 1ts 18ght, and i%s lamp 48 the Lemb* (21:23). Unnenes-
82Ty 18 every other source of illumination where God and the
Lamb ere immediately and eternslly p-esent.l02 "Gott in
Chrietus das Licht der Welt--der johanneische Gedanke!"
exclaima Behm.l03 (Ceptainly no words oould more clearly de—
monetrate the purely spirituzl charaoter of St. John's con-
Oeptien of the New Jarusalem.104 Gommunion and fellowship
of God with man sppesrs te bs the main truth portrayed in the
entire description of the Heavenly City. Therein lies the
restoration of the perfeot Eden, the olimax of the Incarns-
tlon, the end of the Kingdom of Grace, and the fulfillment of
men's bagis need and of the man in Christ's eonstant hope.
"here remains for our consgideration the magnificent wordﬁ
of 22:1.8:
Then he Can angel] showed me (John] the river of the
wvater of life, bright as corystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of ths street
of the oity; slso, on either side of the river, the tree
of 1ife with its twelve kXinds of fruit, ylelding 1ite
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree were for

the healing of the nations. There ghall no more be any-
thing accursed, but ths throne of God and of the Lamb

101Beck, gop. gif., p- 263.
1CZBeokwith, gp. gi%., p. 763.
103Behm, gp. gif., p- 110.
1045yete, Qn- git., p. 298.
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she1ll be in it, =nd his servents shall worship him; they
Bhall see his face, and his name shall be on their fore-
heade. And night shsll be no more; they need no light
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be theilr light,

end they ehall reign for ever and ever.

Meny of the pleturea here present=d endi the truths here enunoci-

ated we have considered in the preceding discussions. Hers,

if anywhere, sre words which beggar comment. If even St. John

strives with his God-given beat to grant all men a glimpse of
EFternity with God, shal). we mar his noble attempt and success
by paltry comments? One 1= tempted; end there is much of hope

and ccnsolation that one 6an expound from this passage. As a

closing thought of thie thesis we 13 ft merely the indeserib-

able words in 22:4: "they shall see his face, . . »105

Here 1s the yisio Del, the supreme feliaity, the highest
bleassing. The words of Stauffer on this yisip Dei, which
bring to bear the whole of Seripture upon it, douofve atten-

tion. He writea:

"Let me see thy face" is the favour [ gig.] that Moses
asked of God, the only favour, but the greatest posgsible.

But he asked toc much (Ex. 33:17f£f.; 1 Tim. 6:16). Bug
his praysr is no ionger silenced. Job would aaorif}c;
ob

everything if only he could see God with his eyes
19:26; of. 22:26; 42:5). And the Psalmisgt-sings that he
will waken before God's likeness, and be satisfied with
nis glory (Ps. 17:15; ef. Hidr. Ps. 4:7). "“Show us the
Father, anrd 1t sufficeth us,” sesys Philip (Jn. 14:8).
The day is comipng when Gzd will answer the prayer of the
centuriss (Mt. 5:8), and then we shall see him face to
face éscor. 13:12; Rev. 22:4). Then we shall be satis-

Tied.

105303 i “
guora, pp. 54-8, where the reference in “his" is
treated. N

106Ethelbert Stauffer, Nex Testament ] translated
from the German of the fifth edition by John Marsh (London:
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