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CEAPTER I
AR INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLIN AND TO THE LIFE OF JOHE VYCLIFFE

en, o Wiclif before his julges ewaiting his
Sxamination - a tall, thin figure, covered with a long

Lght gowm of black eolour, with a girdle sbout his body;

the head, sdormed with & full flowing bdeard, exhibiting

features keen and sharply cut; the eye clear snd ponetrat-

ing; the lips firmly closed in token of resolution - the

¥hole man wearing an aspeet of lo sarnestness, end

replete with dismity end charscter.

John Wycliffe“--his nems is guite familiar, especially to Protes-
tant end Lutheren Feformatiom scholars, and certain asspects of his life
ead work have boen treated again and sgain. However, his ststure in
Mstory--in fact, nis pomlar title, "the Morning Ster of the Reforma-
#00")<jrovides those who are inclined to shov sn imtexest, enlless
ovportunitios to explore the many different facets that went imto the
mkling of John Uycliffe and his work. Regamdless of the theologien's
rriticular denominaticnal crientation or dias, e study of Wycliffe can-

00t but help him Lo bebter understend the Reformation beginmings

. Lechler, o Vielip Engieh Precursore (London:
Esgan Peui, Tre'mh,jaxﬁ c:., 1)%15. 185,

2Thars is no "eorrect” spelling of his name. As will be noted,
the writer of this pasper will use Wyeliffe exclusively. However, in
verious guotations ond references the reader may find a different spell-
Ing a8 the sccepted ome. A csee in point is to be seen in the first
footnote. Ome suthorlty memtions thet VWycliffe's name, has been spelled
- g R ey et ey e

of the an (Crend Rapids, gan: . B.

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1949), VI, 315.

hlﬂthhsbmmdmrdmmwwnmu°
There 18 no generel agreement ss to the source of this striking designa-
:11::; Many of the authors comeulted in preparing this thesis used the
of'ten.,
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accompliehed and nourished in the person of end ae a result of the work
of Wycliffe. Both in his lifetimo and today, students of history haye
generally agreed that Wyeliffe was among the most signiflcant Pigureg
in History. Already in his day, an enomy lilke Enighton, a contemporary,
had to acknowledge:

At this time flourished Master John Wycliffe, rector of the

church of Imtterworth in the country of Ieicester, the most

eminent dootor of theology of those days. In philosophy he

wvas second to none, In scholaestic learning incomperable.

This man strove especially to eclipse the thoughts of others

by the depth of his Imowledge and subtlety of his Teasoning,

and to differ from them in opinion. He 18 reported %o have

introduced into the church meny oplinions whﬁch wore condemmed

by ths learmed men of the universal church.

Scholars today, of the caliber of Preserved Smith, 2wxe not less
ready to conceds that Wycliffe was "the most simmificant of the
Reformers before I.uther."f’

The purpose of this theals is to explore the reason which made
Wycliffe the historical figure thet be became, namely, his bhresk vith
the Roman Catholic Church. The problem, the wrilerx feels, can be
stated in terme still move specific then this. He hos attempted to do
Just that with the formmlatiom of the thesis title, “"the initial cauge
of Wycliffe's break with the church.” Usually, three causes are
asoribed to Wycliffe's bLieak with the Mother Chuwch: political, dog-

trinal, and moral. That other ceuses could be nominated, such ag homs

“kdvard . Cheyney, Readings 1n Sclish Blstory Druva fron the
Original Scurces, a gquotetion from Henry Fnighton (Boston, Row ¥
Chicago, Londom: Cimn and Company, 1908), pp. 266-267. e

5. Smith The Age of the Reformation (New York: He
Compeny, 1920, D. 37 .

|
|



3
life, or Peraonal deesive for recognition or willingness to vindicate
6ismd.on10d. However, since it is not
vithin the scope of whis paper to consider all these, the writer has

men who hed rebellsd before,

arbitrerily Limites himself o the three mentioned, believing that
there 1s more or less general historicel agreement as to tho mejor
Importance attached to these causes. That all played e part in the
break cannot be denied. Determining the imitial csuse, however, is
Wite enother matter. After veviewing the influeatiel oau.u vaich
shave in guiding Wyoliffe to his break with the Roman Catholic Church,
the reader will have to judge whether or not this writer's comolusion
is historically accurate.

In this seme comnection, the reader must besr in mind that certain
Obvious facts and results in the life and work of ¥yecliffe will not be
treated extensively here because they have no direct besying on tho
Anitlel ceuse which influenced his break. So, for example, many of hie
doctrinal worke will not claim our attention beceuse they were tho pro-
ducts or results of his break with the church. The samo is trus of his
oxcommmication and later work end development. All of these areas pro-
vide much waterial for further investigation, even today. But the very
nature of such information is limited im its usefulness for the present
dlscussion. Gemerally speaking, therefors, the thesis might be eaid to

deal with a period of time begimuing in 1300 and ending with Wycliffe's

death in 138%. Acotually, however, the middle decades of *he fourteenth

Glaohler oR. ¢lt., pp. 14-86. On pege 36 the author discusses
mmmﬁcmm’wwnuﬂomm possible influence they
night have had upon the Reformer.

ix
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tentury ave of mejor importence for in them are to be found the condi-
Homs whieh influensed Wyoliffe to break with the Bomen Gimreh. For
thee remsons the reader will not be surprised to Pind that the heert
of this investigation involves three docedes bogimning with the year
1345,

Although the main purpose of this study 18 mot to reccmstrusct a
shronologicsl history of Jobm Wyeliffe's 1ife, ome should -bo esquainted,
in & gemeryal Wway, with his homo background, age, apd certain well-
ostablished facts that are Imown about him. Brief though it may be,
the writer has reserved the remaining part of this introdustory
Chapter for en overview of Jobm Wyeliffe's life--from his birth date to
his deaty.

The greetest d1fficulty ie encountered in trying to establish,
frecisely, Wyeliffe's birth dste end birth place. Most historians
bogin in somewhat the sams vague memmert

The date of his birth is indeed very uncertain., He dled in

1384, end could not them have been younger then sixty; end

accorlingly a dete somevhere sbout 1324 or a little earlier

is usunlly accepted as a convenient and probable year fop the

rise in Toesdale of the morning star of the Reforsmtion.

Lechler pretty woll summarizes the viewpoint of those who hold for
an earlier birth dato,8 certainly no later than 1324

Toushing the date of Wielif's birth, no diveet documentary

informetion has coms dowa to us. John ILewie was the fivet
who fized upon the year 1324; and he has boen followed in

3. ¢. carriex gm;;m Iollamds (Rew York: Charles
mm's 80“’ 1% A P. 57.&& : ’

ahans those who held & later dete are: Cheyney, op. cit., p. 267,

vho gives his birth dete as 1328, and the Medisval History
(Bew Yoric: e Macaillan Company, 1932), m!!i, %, vhich sets the date
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this date by the greet majority of writers without further
Inquiry, elthoush he never makes even en attempt to rroduce
documentary evidence im support of it. But it may be com~-
Jectursd that he proceeded upon the fect that whem Wiclif
died at the end of 133%, he may have been a man of sixty,
and gounting beck from that year, he arrived st 1324 as the
approximate year of his birth., But we have no voucher for
the fact that Wielif et his death was exectly sixzty years of
&3¢, TYounger than that he could handly have been, but he
might easily heve heen older. We lmow thet dwring the last
two years of hiz life he suffered from the effects of a
Praralyiic attack, as he eftervards died from & vepotition
shock. If we assume that 132h was his birth year, he mst
huve Lod a stroke at fifty-olight, a comparatively early age;
vhereas all the motices which we have of his htest life are .
far from leaving the impression that hie vigour had been
broleen at an unusually early period. This circumstance
talon alone makes it orobable, that vhen Wiclif died he had
reached & more advanced age than 18 usually supposed, end
was, et least, well on towards seventy. Add to this, that
Some expreseions in bis writings, where he speaks of his -
earlier yoars, whon talen without blas, naturelly produce
the Inprossion that the men who could so exprese himwelf
st have been pretty well edvenced im life. Thus, he

8ays, in one of his Sainte' Day sermons, - "Whem I wes

8till young, I made extensive collections from memuals on
optics, on the properties of light,” ete. That does not
Bound as if we should take the speaker for a man consider-
8bly older; and as those sermons, by sure marks, could not
have been delivered later them 1380, and not eerlier than
1378, ¥ielif oould not have been more than from £1fty-four.
to fifty-six years of ags, if the common date of his birth
is correct. A1l these indicstions make it appear probable,
in our view, thet whem Wiclif died he must have been con-
8lderably older than is usually supposed. He must, in that
cage, have boen borm et leest several years earlier than
1324; but we have go positive data for fixing with precision
that earliier date.

Little more need be said concerning the date of his birth. However,
for practical purposes, the writer shell sssume a birth date no later
than 1324 (2 possibvle eerlier date will mot be ruled out), im all ques-
tions comcerning his age es it velates to the topic under discussion.

Lechier, op. eit., pp. 91-92.
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Ve aro always more acouretely informed of Wielif's birth
Plase than of the date of his birth, end we owe this
information to a learned man of the sixteenth centwxy,
Johm Leland, who has been called the father of English
antiquarians.m

For purposes of this study we need only note Lechler's conclnsion:

It no longer, then, admits of a doubt that Wiclif wes born
at Spresswell, not far from Old Richmond. His birth-place
belangs to the district which, though not & county itself,
but only part of ome, is commonly called Richmondshive,
formuing the northwestern portion of the great comnty of
York, or, more exsctly, the western district of the Horth
Riding, 2 hilly, moeky nighlend, with valleys and slopes
of the greatest fertility. '

Here again it should be noted that there is not complete unanimity
aong historliens as to Wyoliffe's birth-place.l- This writer gathered
the impression, however, that scme of the apparent discrepency is dus
to & lack of precision and not one of intemt. The proximity of the
vlages named porhavs accounts for it. Carrick brought out this fact
re elearly in hie brief discussion of Wysliffe's place of birth and
fendily:

The village Wycliffe or "water-cliff” in Yorkshive . . .
etande betwoen Barmard Castle and 01d Richmond « « « « Tt
vag not exactly in the village bearing his parents' name
that the Reformer was born, but at Spresswell, a tiny ham-
lat . . . . Probebly he was baptized in the old parish
chureh of Wyciiffe: his fether was a scion of the house of
Wycliffe, although nothing can be traced of his renk end pro-
fession in 1ife. The family records contain no reference to
the Reformer, ammfﬁlyulthmmmmhm
ents of the Roman faith.

IOM': p. 87.

: id., p. 83, The interested reader may refer to peges 87-88 of
this work to ascortain how Lechler arrived et the conclusion eited.

mmm: gn‘ 2&-, Be 267’ mtm rm“ '111".

Bcarrick, op. eit., pp. 56-57.
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Informetion conecerning Wycliffe's next few yoars is meager
indeed:

We have as little himtorical informetion on the sub jJect of
Wielif's earlisst education as on that of his birth year;
and 1% wonld answer no good purpose to £1ll up this blank
with the susmestions of our own fency. But 80 much is
Impliad in the nature of the case, that in yesrs of his
childhood and early youth, he grev up vigorously into the
old Sexon pith of the Texnily stem to which he helonged,
and o the whole people among whom he was brought up. No
doudt, also, the historieal recolloctions and follk-tredi-
tions which lived emong the population of Yorkshire,
éopoclally in their comnection with certain locelities,
had very early made e deep impression on the susceptible
soul of the boy, end becams sll his own. For I find the
writings of Wiclif so full of allusions and reminiscences
of the eorly times of his Patherhood, as to Justify the
assumption that from his youth up he had been familiar
with petriotic escence and pictures. The boy, no doudbt,
recelved the firet elements o{ instruction at the hand

of some rember of the clersy. 4

Wyeliffe's Oxford deys eve slwost s much a mystery as his early
8ohooling~-agnin due to o lack of historical evidence. Historiens
know that wycliffe womt to Orford and that et least thwee of the col-
leges claim %o have housed him in his student days--Balliol, Mertom,
and Queens. DTeepite the fact that Cheyney claime he entered "Merton
College, Oxfomd, at the age of 16,"%2 the true situation is best
gtated by Iechler:

If the question thus occurs, imto what college Wiclif was

received when he first came to Oxford, we must fairly ocomn-

Tess it 1s ome to vhich, in the absence of all dooumentary

evidence, we are unmable to supply any distinet or confidemt

&newer. We know thet in the course of years he became &

momher, and sometimes head of several colleges or halls.
Merton and Balliol, in particular, are named in this

J"'Imcl::l.»r, op. eit., ». 92.

Benoyney, op. oit., p. 267.
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cmction, to say nothing . . . of @ thizd hall . . . &
But all ¢he notlees we have of this kind related to a
later period - nogoto Wieli? as a young scholar, but to
his mature years.

13
A1l questions concerning hile teachers ,17 pureunit of studies,

ed general studonmt 1ife, thoush interesting in many respects, mist
Wmain wansvered in the present discussion. An emtire thesis could
W1l be written on the student 1life, or espects of it, of Johm Wyeliffe.
Students of Yyoliffe seem nsrood that hie etudent life extemded up to
the year 1345, a1tnousn

+ « » Wo have no poeitive data to show to wvhat length of
time Wiclif's student course extended . . . . We know that
in Inplend, as well as om the Continent, university life in
the middle agzes was accustomed to claim a far longsr period
of study than at present . . . . To stuly for tem years
Was by no meens uncosmon . . . . At least four years were
required . . . in the FPaculty of Arts . . . . The study of
theology . . . lssted . . . for five years at the least . . . .
fnd 17 ve were vight in owr conjecture above, that he

entered the University about the yeer 1335, the end of his
curriculum would have $o be placed about the yeer 1345 . . . .
Whother Lefore the year 1345 he became licentiate of theology
mst be left undeotermined. Herewith vgom've Wiclif's student
years, amd pess onward to his manhood.

From 1345 to 1350 the Dlack Death appeared on the scene (Wycliffe's
relation o 1% will be fully discussed in the mext chapter) and from
that time on wntil 1356 we have no historicel record of Wyeliffe.

lﬁwhmr’ 2p. git., p. 94,

lT"“" are especislly leoft in the derk es to the men who were his
teachers.” Inid., p. 96. For further discuseion consult Lochler at
the reference given or gee Carrick, op. git., ». 62.

m?eknwthntheatuuodthomwmm and
Quadriviun (gresmer, rhetoric, end logic; music, arithmethic, geomstry,
end sstronomy), which were stressed in the medieval schools.

mmok: 2v. cit., ». €3.
201&1!101', 9. git., ». 103.
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Vhether or not the "John Wiclif" mentioned in commection with this date,
88 the rentmaster of Merton College, is the Reformer has becoms & mat-
ter of debate. lNeodless to say, an attempted solution will mot be made
here,

By 1351 Wiyoliffe bad hocome master of Balllol Hall, afterwards
Belliol College, a voaition that he soon reuigwd » for in the sams
Jeer he was mresented to the rectory of Fillinghsm, a smell parish in
the country of Tinsoln, which was about ten milos distant from the oity
of Lincoln, It appears that he continued his studies at Oxford-> end
Perhaps even rosided thers for a tim.zz In any ovent, we know that in
1365 he obtained & two-year leave of absence from his bishop to study
8t Oxford. In thic period of ime, then, and for the next few years,
Vyeliffe broademed his field in scholastic leerning, lsctured on philo-
Bophical eubjecta--perticularly in Iogle, perticipated as m
Iogens in the cemsral body of the University, was for some time yresi-
dent of e colleps, took pert as a Fellow of Merton College im the
edministration of thet society, and served as Rector of & parish, if
not regularly, et leest for a time,

An wnquelified statement thet Wycliffe was appointed Warden of
Canterbury Hall in 1365 cammot he made einco, once again, there soems
%o be sowe doubt s to which "John Wiclif" wes appointed to that posi-

tion.23

2learrick, op. git., p. 66.

®lechler, op. eit., p. 114, It is interesting to mote that docu-
mﬂi!'oofu%gne ts in the acoount-dooks of Queen's College, that
Wielif, in onob;r B%' mdnror soveral afterwvards paid rent for
en apartment in the buliaings of that college.

23&14-, P, 115-128. A fall discuseion is presented within these
Pages om the controversy.
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 Bomewhere between 1365 snd 137h Wycliffe received his doctor of
teology degree, tho highest degree of academic dignity--which meens
that ke wes & doctor in the theological faculty.

B T S S SRR

vening perlod between these two dates ho must have talen

that degree; but %o fix the time with psgo:lsicn is impossi-

ble, for lack of documentary authority.

Events as they unfold up to the yesr 1374 are mot eompletely
elear. Wyeliffe, no doubt, contimed to engege in meny of the ectivi-
tes elreedy discussed. A pisusible conjecture; it seems to me, is
mde by some historiens that Wycliffe was a member of the Parliement
thet met in 1366 to consider the demand of Pope Urban V upon the
Baglish King to pay the emnmal tifbute of ome thousend marks plus the
Pyment of arresre oxtending over e period of thirty-three m.aﬁ In
the Light of his edvenced schooling and demonstrated sbility snd also
In conjunction sith historical events that took place efterwards, such
& eonjecture seems most probeble. However, the claim camnot be sub-
ftantiated positively.

The yeer 1374 proved to be extremsly importent in the life of John
ycliffe. In the first place we know that he was one of the Royal Com-

nissaries 4o Bmges.as Thies conference was held in commection with the

2}
I‘.’&- » Pe 129,

%ﬂmtgoesbmktomﬂwmwmmum
King John,

QGM-: P. 162. The list included John Gilbert, Biphogtar Bangor,
John Wicllf, Doctor of Theology, Maglster Johm Guter, Dean m&sm:;.
Dootor of Laws, Simon of Malton, Willlam of Burton, Endght, Robert
Belimap, end Johm of Kenynghton. -
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beace settlement still going on between Frence and England., John of
Geunt end others wore in attendance for this. However, Wycliffe and
his group were there to consider pending ecclesiestical questions of
concern to England and the Pope.

Wyeliffe ouberked on his missiom for Flanders on July 27. It
fous thet this wes the firet time he had beem abroed. Undoubtedly the
conference wade lasting imyrossions upon him. He associated with high-
®8% euthorities in the Fremch Church and Court (this is the tims of the
Bebylonian Captivity), and he, himself, must have been eccorded high
bonor because of his renk--second ouly to the Bishop of Bangor. We
mght wish o imow whet hie impressions of the Curia were after weeks
of sssociation with them but we ave not told enything about his reactioms
8t the time. Hor are we told how weoll he came to kmow John of Gaunt,
Duke of Tancaster, who later on wes o play such an important role in
the affairs of John VWyeliffe. In ell probability, John of Gaunt--due
to his fmportence--had somshow beon instrumental in selscting Wycliffe to
Yo an officiel member of the delegation.

Wiclif returned %o Ingland, after the close of the congress,

before the middle of the Septembor. HNeither official docu-

ments nor eny accounts of contemporary or later chromicles,

have come down 4o us respecting the proceedings of the con-

gress In the metter of the Church-grievances of Ingland,

although, no doubt, some original papera be to the

subject lie comcesled in the archives of Rome.

Actual results of the congress emounted to very little. The Pope
conceded mo importent points but contimued to claim that England was hie

end the Xing only 2 temant theye and properly the Pope's vassal. A

273:9}.‘1-) P. 166,
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series of lotters were exchanged between Pope and Xing but nothing of
Impartance wes mccomplished by these efforts., Any real good was, per-
haps, only o be seen in Wyeliffe and whet 1t did to widen hie under-
8tanding of the Reman Catholic Church or govermment dealings in gemsrel.

The other important event of 137h was Wycliffe's eppointment s
Yector of the parish at Lutterworth., Thie , and other homors, probably
resulted from his conduct et the Bruges conference.

In recognition of his services at Bruges in defending

English national rights and privileges as against Romsn

claims, tho King prosented him to the prebend of Aust

in the Colleglate Clmreh of Westbury, in Worcester dloccese.

A further honour was conferred upon him when he was

8ppointed rector of the sweet parish of Lutterworth, on

the borders of lsafy Warwickshire snd hilly Northampton-

shire Saon office which he held for nine years, umtil his

8

dsath,

A consideretion of the “Good Parliement™ (1376) and Wycliffe's com
néetion with it will be talken up in the next chapter. For the present
it 1s sufficient to note thet wo ave left in doubt es to whether or not
Wyeliffe was a membor of it.

An enmumeration listing some of Wyeliffe's mejor doctrinal writings
Vill be found in the chepter which discusses his doctrinal viewpoints
& vwill also his appearance before the clerical convention (February,
1377) in St. Paul's. He hed been cited to appear in order that the
ommroh might investisate his Goetrime. Actually his appeerance there
"ie involved in mmch chscurity."? Becsuse of & bitter exchange

2
amick’ QEO m-, Pn %.

Plochler, op. eit., p. 183.
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between John of Gaunt and Bishop Cowrtenay, nothing was naeaplichod.3°
In fact, Wycliffe never opened his mouth and the meeting neerly emded
in bloodensa.

In the same year five Bulls vere issued agailnst Wycliffe by
Gregory XI. This wes in Mey. Eawerd ITT died in June and so more
delay vas encovntered in poeting the Bulls, After Richard IT had been
trowned end Perliement mede veedy to hear Wycliffe's amewer, 1t was
late in the yesr. The very nature of Wyeliffe's work and patriotiem
offered for Mnglend in the past, however, proved a strong influence
on Parlismont. The result wes indefinite action.

Sext, the Pope determined to work through His owm preleates in
Ingland. The Papal Bull presented to Oxford University had produced
Httlew~the Unlversity suthorities had merely asked for more time but
no sction followed. In a Bull addressed to the prolztes the Pope said:

Information has been received from persons truly worthy of

eredit, that Jyim Wyeliffe, rector of Lutterworth in the

dioccens of Lincoln, end professor of divinity, vith a fear-

lessnesas the offepring of a detestsble insenity, has ven-

tured to dogmatise snd presch in favour of opinions wholly

subversive of the Church. For this ceuse the parties

addressed are roguired to seize the person of the offender

in the name of the Pope; to commit him to prisom; to obtain

complote informetion to hie temets; and transmitting such

information to Rome by & trusty mssausor, are to retain the

erch-heretic as their prisons> . . . . 1

Accordingly, England's mew Primate, archbishop Sulbury of Canter-
bury, swmoned Wyeliffe to appear at Lambeth (Archbishop's Chapel) in

April of 1378. Wycliffe made his appearance there without bemefit of

e ffeo ahould be
question involved wes whether or mot John Wycli

seated. Courtenay said no while Duke John insisted that he should,
This exchange developed into a personal quarrel.

310&11'10]!, _qu 2!.3., p})c 108-109-
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Protection (of Duke Jokm or Loxd Percy) and feced the sssembly with a
SPoken end written defense--he alsc reviewsd the nineteen articles of
herosy cherged to him. Two incidents ocourred which indicated Wyoliffe's
Poplarity and tempered any plens the bishops hearing the case might
have entertained, FTirst of all, the people themselvea threatemed
tumlt if Wyoliffe's reform progrem was discoureged, and secondly,

"Sir lewls Clifford, an officer in the Queen-mother's court, rushed ia

" demended in his mistress' name thet no £inal Judgment ehould at pre-
sent de given,"? Wyeliffe was werned to cease from spreeding his views,
And then he went home .

Ho one dared to touch the brave rector of Lutterworth, and

he quietly retived unbwrt end uncondemed by the church's

Alghest tribunal in Pngland; and even the promise which the

mrelates endeovoured to extract from him to abstain from

future tenching of hie views was not meds by Wyeliffe, 5593

fccordingly he continued to preoach and tesch as formerly.

In the moantime, Cregory XT had died and o new Pope wes selscted.
Thie meant that & new Bull (or Bulls) would have to be issued against
¥peliffe. Pope Urben VI, however, wae a strict ascetic end desired
wral reform all avound., The result vas oppoeition from the church
1teelf-~a0 mueh so that the Avignon Pupacy was established and the
greet schiam of forty years began.

While the papacy end the church stood thus, divided egainst itself
("Bow, eaid VWyeliffe, "ie the Head of Antichrist cloven in twain, and
One part contendeoth asminet the other"), Wycliffe retwrned to Lutter-

vorth and Oxford and for three peaceful years contimued his work of

32&4_1. PIE) PO & &

33&1_&1., ». X3,
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reform. In sddition to his pastoral dutiee and constant preaching, he
moduced meny of his most important writings, including his translation
of the Bidble into his homely English--a monumental work!

During this period he also fearlessly ettacked the Friars for
their woridliness ; ilgnorance, and laziness.

Wycliffe was at this time 1iving partly at Lutterwoirth and

partly at Oxford: sovere i1llness brought on by trial and

hard work came upon him. The friers venturing to his bed-

8ido, on ome oceesion, sdjured him to revoke his errors.

Wreliffe listened to them gquietly 11l they had their

breath quite out. Then, beckoning to a servant to help

him to 21t up in bed, he looked steadily at his cowled

and sandalled visitors, and then suddenly scared them

out of reason, so that they were thankful to beat hasty
retreet, by crying out at the top of his voice - "I

L9

shall no%l die but live and declare the evil deeds of the
friaysg , =54

It wae at this time when Wyecliffe »esolved upom his positive rmove-
Bent--the order of “noor nreachers,” Thelr vows were not in neme only
but in reality vowe of poverty, chastity, and obedience., Many of these
Wre Oxford graduates treined by Wyeliffe himself. Their reception and
Success among the people is a story in itself.

The year 1331 is memoreble for two importent events. Wyoliffe,
lke Luther, posted in Oxford, thet year, twelve theses in which he
dented trensubstentiation. For this ection he wes condeuned snd deprived
of his professor's chair by Oxford's Chancellor. In the second plece,
Wet Tyler lod a rebeliion whose violence reachsd the heart of london.
Archbiehop Swibury was beheaded in the tower. Although these insurreo-
tlonists had expressed thoir sympathy with the mendicent friare who were

]
4 M-: P. 131;
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¥relifre's enemicn, Vycliffe and Lollardism ves blamed for sharing in
e respomsivility of the umrising. Consequently, & new move was
Inaugnrated 1y Archbishop Courtenary, who hed replaced Budbury, egainst
Wyelifse,

The "Herthqusle Symod,” took place i May of 1382, Tventy~four
friicles or mropositions from Vyeliffe were read and condermed--ten as
being horetical end the weat e erroneous. The King was induced to
iesue Olji.em that anyone wvho would meintain the condemmed mnositﬁm
8hould be confined to prison. Although the House of Lords approved the
8tion and the House of Cormong rvefused to authorize 1%, the ordinance
W8 placed on Statute Book May 26, 1382,

Perlisment, meeting in November of the seme year, heard VWycliffe's
ppal end the King, with Commen's consent, disemmmled the persecuting
Mndate and repealed it. Archbishop Cowrtenay then turned to Ozford
vhere both Perliement and Convocetion were assembled. Wycliffe left his
trial for heremy and returned to hie beloved Iuttorworth varish unharmeq,
viere ho remained wntil hie deeth. It was after he loft the trial that
he was deprived of all university functicns and expelled from university
&nd city.

John Vyeliffe died on the last day of the year 135i. On December
twenty-eighth he hed been struck down by pavalysis while conducting &
fervice in his church. He was 1aid to vest quietly in the churchyard of

Luttervorty , 5°

——

3530 named because an earthguake did ocour. It was interpreted as
& good omen by both sides.

" tance, his
Thirty yosrs later, by direction of the Council of Cons .
bones were exhumod , bu‘msé. to ashes, and the dust tossed imto the river

°




CEAPTER II
THE ROLE OF THE BLACK DEATH

Posaible initisl canses for Wycliffe's break with Mother Chmxrch
147 1n the corrupt morel eni soolsl condition of the time. Behind theso
conditions, however, were certain factors which vhen conbined produced
the deplorabis state of cormption that was everywhere evident. '1‘6 be
BUre, theso worc o muber of factore--varying in dogree of importance.
However, the ome which, perhaps, played the most important roh wvas the
Plaguo or Black Desth, ™

Although the surpose of this investigation 18 not to consider the
Black Death in all of 4te aspecte the necessity of understanding what
it vas end how fts results influenced later history, especially the
Poformiion nistory commected with John Wyeliffe, still presents itself.
%y after knowlns sometiing of the Black Death can we appreciate state-
WUts such as these: "In the year 1345 a remerkable event took place
vhioh hed & definite and direct effect upon the mind of Wycliffe. A
terridle plague broke out . . . O

Tho Black Death 41d not come riding on a black horse with head

reaching above the roofe of the houses mor wes 1t & glant of 1ike

——

lmm ‘mericans (Wew York, Chicago: Aumsrican Corp.,
1953), IV, 33, The name by which we generslly call the epidemic 18 the
Black peatlh. The very nature of the dieease provided the reasom for
its name, Inflsmwntory bolls and twumors of the glands caused darik spots
% appear on all parts of the body, even the tongue.

4
J. ¢, Carvick the Lollands (Hew York: Charles
Seribnerts Sona, 19-0é), P §3, =
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Woportions.? Rether 1t ssems to heve been spread by the main arteriss
of commsree then @xisting,l’ after its initiel appearance in China
(1333).°

The disoase ceme from fsle, and emtering Burope at Con-
stantinople, opresd through Cyprus, Bicily, end Marseilles.
It reached nglend towerds the end of the mummer (1349),
and, though advancing slowly, laid a heevy hend on the
realm,”

hors ie no genorel egreement as to the exmot time of the plague‘s
outhrealr in “ngland., However, all seem to place it sometime between
145 &nd 1350. Carrick states thet the diseese descendsd upon Tartery,

¢+ - 8nd af™Mor revaging Asie and lower Zgypt passed to the

irlew of Gresce, the Mediterrancem, and Italy. It spread

even boyond the Alpe, and every Buropesn nation suffered

from ite terrible ravages. For two years it wrought ite

havoo, and this wes followed ell over Hurope by & series

of earthquakes; and from June to December of 1345, England

vas drenched with trewendous rains. Im August ?hﬂ plague
was discovered at Dorchester and then at Londom'. . . .

Ancther bistory informs us that the plague first appeaved at Me

8
Begle in Dorsetehire in 1348.  And im August, 1348, Bishop Ralph of
Shrewsbury cautioned his parishee to avert "the pestilence which had

PE—

Won1, Zhe Bleck Death, translated by C. H. Clarke (Few York and
%n: Harper end Brothewrs, 1924), ». 17.

Y
Hohl, op. elt., p. 17.
Py i .
J. H. Lerned, %Wwwmmmwmm
# gearch (Springfiold, Mese,: C. A, Nicholas Publishiung Co., 1922),
f 103 - =

&
€. W. Colby, Selsctions from Sources of English
London, Bombey, Calowbta: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1907), p. 101.

‘cmiCk; S?E. &&., Pp. 63-&.

3 p' 2 .
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eoms into a pes ghboxing kingdom from the Eut."’g By 1350 the terror
bad covered all of Bngland and Wales,had invaded Scotland, and them

bogan to fado away .,
Such was the coming of the Black Death. In space of tims its duwm-
tion, at pes: » wag mmly a few yoersz but the results wore lmmediate and
far reaching--1n countless aveae the Black Death left & mark thet can
"1l be seen. 4nd, as we shall see, the results have direct bearing

@ the work of John Wycliffe, Wyoliffe was about tweniy-three years

LN

old &t this time (1348}, "and his youthful mind was impressed with the

tremendous opidemic, walch not only cleared villages and cities of

11
thelr imhaditents but even spared not the beasts of the fleld." As

one author goig:

The Black Death 1s uwnique among pestilences which have invested
Barope since the fall of the Roman Hmpire. It spared no coun-
Wy, mo age, no yank . . . . Not only did 1t sweep away part
of the pation, double wagee, and provoke the Statute of
Lobourors: 1% caused widesrreed end pormenent ecomomic chenses
among whlch mey be reckomed the rise of a new farming system
whereby household wers mltiplied. A curlous sign o° if",’
destructivensse iz the small space which it fills in contempo-
Tery chronicles. It played havoo with the monasteries, and
aftor 1t ceased, the tesk ]Ef repairing threw literary occupa-
tion into the baclkpround .

To understend the grim facts that impressed themselves upon the
mnd of Wyeliffe, one need only twem to the chremicles and eye witness
Gecounta vhich have coms to ua from the time:

9". W. Capes, & History of the English Churoh (Lonmdon: lhanﬂlnn
and Co., Limited, 1900), TII, 72. | ‘
1°mw Medioval History, VII, 4A2.

llmick, 9.2‘ _‘_’3:&.,‘?- 6!‘.

12001])]’, 9_’9_- 2 t.' ppo 101‘1(20 .
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There died at Ieoicester in the small parish of 8%. Leonard
Wore tham 390; in the parish of Holy Cross, more then 400;
in the parieh of St. Margaret of Leicester, more tham T00;
&nd 80 in each perish & sreat number. Them the bishop of
Lincoln sent through the whole bishopric, emd gave gemeval
Dower to all snd every priest, both rogular end secular, to
heor confessions, and absolve with full snd entire episcopal
futhority except in metters of debt, in vhich case the dying
man, 1f he could, should pay the debt while he lived, or
others should cortainly fulfill that duty from his property
after his deeth, Likewise, the pope grented full remission
of all sins to whoever was absolved in peril of death, end
granted that thie power should last till next Easter, and
overyome could choose & confessor at his will. xnxmth:_
JeBr there was a great plague of sheep everywhere in
realn, so that in one plsce there died im one pesturege move
than 5000 shesp and eo wotted that neither beast mor bird would
touch them. ind there weve small prices for everything on
8ccount of the fear of death., For there were vory few who
cared about riches or anything else: for a man could have
3 horse vhich before was worth 40 S., for 8 d., a fat ox
for 4 s., a cow for 12-d.; & heifer for 6 d., & fat wether
;o; b a., a sheep for 3 4., a lamd for 2 d., e big pig for
Ep) & o o o

People dled like antmls and were tveated like animals because
there was nothing else that could be done. As the disease claimed
®re vietins in all erces of the country, the sbility to bury the deed
Yecams more and more A1fficult due to the great mmbexs that died each
day. Wo ons mccompanied the body to the church or joined in the funeral
Procession -- not even the greve makers and coffin beavers, unless the
Price was high encugh.

Vhen burial services were conducted (snd in meny cases they were
not beceuse the priests had died or deserted) there was always more than
e body o be buried. Often when ome or two priestz were to bury ome
body, as many as six or eight biers followed behind to take advantage of

r—

Bdverd 2. Cheyney, Headings in Saslieh Drewn From the
m,'&yquztation frcn%mw Enighton (Boston, New York,
Chicego, Tondon: Gimn and Company, 1908), ». 255.
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the Ciristian buriel of the priests; and these bodies vere dumped into
o operi greve of the rirst corpse.l® It wes the graves which were
earce. "As many as twentysy forty, or sixty corpses were delivered to
the church burlal in the seme pit at the seme time.">

Meny historiens wonld mnintain that it is an understatemsnt to say,
"the whole netiomal 1ife suffered , and even graove level-headed men
declared that; the world had Lost half its population.” > Statistics,
of course, do not tell the story end yet they indlcate what complete
Govastation the Black Desth left in its vake. The following figures
ohov that whether you are libersl or conservative in an estimation of
the mortelity rato due to the plague, the pesult is still terrifying.
B 1inmit the mortelity rete to one-fifth of the populstion while othors
oredit the Black Death with taking the lives of nine-tenths of the pomu-

Iatim. Meny sowrces count Hecker a relisble caloulator and 20 along
Vith his figure of twemty-five million or one-fourth of Eurcpe's popula-

tion dying in the epidemic.t!

mﬂohl, QR. gik., p. 26.
Peolvy, op. cis., p. 100.
Camrick, op. uif., p. 6b.

ITMost
encyclopedias give this figure. See The
£am, 33. Bobl, op. git., p. 3, oays of Hecker's report, "Ihe mumber of

victims of the plas~ im the Tourteenth oegtou;y in ti‘ estimated by
gom to be too low if placed at 25 pexr .cen

's losses forllg 8 ave estimated at 1,24%,4 Bﬂtmma of &
nwber of Sowme add uo to 50,000, Hecker is Iliﬁéﬂﬂul ox;dmwd

Durber to 9J Pl C’O_Lby, cita, P 101,
laced at me-h*lf 1' 1ation, thy utamt e haxd to
"“mp e.Y Girrlclt:ﬂ .Ocl elt., p. sz ; c.*‘d): "The whole national

1ife guffered, and even - ve level-}wadod mon declared that tho wrld had

e
Loat ha1s its population.” grmg;%’g&m

the world from the Black Death Bh

p' 17 C:ile J)ﬁv cit. P. 3, ORI
60 e ring thic apiag.nic"f"gca ' Trevely s_Pm g&&
'W!‘o Gmentmd()o., 193 Iﬁ afh
ndmt:lon of the inglish eubjects of ﬁdurd a1t mmmm -ontb. .;. -

from perhape four milliom to perhaps two end
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As csn be imagined, such chactic conditions led society to morel

disaster.

The physical troubles led to moral omes, and the whole

national character end morale became deteriorated - hug-

bande deing deserted by wives, children by parents, and

the people by the clergy. Rnpim,léust, theft, wioked-

ness of every kind becams rampant.

All of these experiences had heen a pexrt of Wyeliffets young life,
Vhen the scourge abated Wyoliffe was etill found to be very much alive,
but he "ever after took a grim and dspairing view of the future of the
human race, which ig abundantly exhibited in his earliest work, pub-
lished in 1356 - eight years later - entitled The Last Age of the
Church . . ."19, as well as in many of hie later writings.

Direct results of the Black Death were the chesnges that ooccurred
in the economic conditions. Briefly must be mentioned the risge of the
working class on the finsneial lsdder., At first they found themselves
confused and uncertain, and then, 23 it became evident that thelr sep-
vices were more and more in domand by the wealthy who hed returned vith
the subsiding of the pestilence, peasente and laborins people bogan to |

exploit their landowners and former task mesters. Tendlomds found pea- J

|

sents demanding end petiing twice as much for the cams work aftep the |
|

plague as they had received before the plague.”C The cost of yurel

18garrick, op. oit., p. 6h.

19@;_@. » D. 64 (The writer is sware that this particular work hag
been discounted as & product of Wyecliffe. For further information soe
G. Lechler, John Wiclif and his Ingiish Precursors, trenslated by Potep
Lorimer (london: Kegen Paul, Treumch, and Col, 13551), pp. hB5-486 o
ever, one need not concluds that Wycliffe's reactions to the ],hg', pndy
limited to this work. He expresses similar feelings in major works “Nj

20gambrigge Medieval History, VII, 63.
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labor ineressed by 50 por cent while living exponses for the same rural
laborers remeined static. Lendowners and employers folt thie keenly,
especially eince many of them lived on fixed ima.-.al

When, then, the goverament sttempted to enforce the Labour Statutes
& comtrol the rieins priess, the net result was only to increase dis-
oomtent™ end grovoke the Peasents Revolt.23 It 1s true that the poor
Posgant end the laboring men”’ hed euffered most from the Black Death,
but large mumbers of the rich and of the nobility had likewlse faced the
8am suffering and the same death upon equal terms. This, in effect,
81d avay with the mediovel casto syctem. And for the firet time in meny
centuries the poasants end yurel folk semsed the inequality and unfair-
0988 to which they had boen end were being subjected. Combine this with
the poliey of the church--which was hopelessly comnected with govermment ,
the bishops, and the abbots %o ascquire and control largs portions of
nglish land upon which these lowly workers were forced to meke a living
(mdor mem, who despite their name “Christian,” were devoid of any real
Carietian brothorhood or Jjustice) end 1t 1s notdfficult to understand
Viy the people becwmme skeptical of accepting the treditioms and the

*Lrnid., viz, ses.

22

Cisyney, go. gik., p. 256. “"Meanwhile the king sent proclamations
mcaumcmﬁfmfmtmpemmmmmmm
Bore than they had beon sccustomed to talke under a penalty eppointed by
statute. But the laborers were so lifted up and obstimate that they
Wwuld not listen to the king'e oommend: Aif anyome wished to have them
o had to give them what they wanted, and either lose
or eatlefy the lofty and covetous wishes of the worimen.”

2
*Gamdriges Medtova) Eistory, VI, MGV,
2%
d., 543. = in stating thet the
Death ¢ a"iamﬁl&"}%.%‘g among the poor and badly

———
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7olitical inetitutions--moh loss the scclesiestical inetitutions-- of
*he me1' With those concerns and realizations Wycliffe grew up. They
V™ & part of him. “Without & doubt the terrors of the night and of
e day tirough which ¥ycliffe pessed in the time of the plague snd the
Sarthquake snd the flood, gquickened his earnostness end dsepened his
Parpose, "2 But there waes an even more important direct result of the
Black Deatn,

ferhaps the greatest blov struck sgainst the Roman Catholic church
b the Black Deatn was among the clergy. No individual clase suffered
89 mich from lose of numbers as did this group.26 Certain results were
inevitable,

Almost immediastely the church found herself foreed to relax her
rales. She permitted hoth regular and secular priesta to hear confes- -
giong and ahaolve.gr? In times of need poople could confess eins to one
Snothor and the confessinn would be considered valid. Deacoms could

250&2'1-51:}:, op. git., p. 65.

26’2@ t 40 per
fncyclopedis of Social Sciemces IXI, 575, notea tha

oot of the eclewgy died. Mortallity retee in the momastaries ranged from
10 per cent %o 50 per cent. Capea, op. git., T4, goes into great detail
to show how depleted the ranks vecame im only & very short tims. In
fast Anglia in gingle year upwarde of 800 parishes lost their priests,
83 of them twice and 10 5f them three times in a fov months. This did
2ot include the chepleins end stipendiery priest of whom no account is
given. In the house of Augustinian Canons et Heveringland, prior and
tanons died to & men, AL Hickling omly one survived. A% Meaux, only ten
wore left and of fifty monks and lay brothers at St. Alben's forty-seven
of the immates, besides meny seattered in the cells, sickened and died,
together with the abbot. Colby, ov. glt., p. 102, cites the examples of
the Ciatercian Abbey of Melsa in Yorkeshire where the abbot, twenty-two
monks, and six lay brothers died and the Abbey of Croxton in Leicester-
Shire wvhere the whole commnity, save ebbot and prior, dled.

m%my, op. git., v. 255 (alveady cited).




e

25
administer the Tuchariet when a priest was not avulable.ea Such -

'emorgency exceptions® had their effect upon the pecple who wondered
Viy such arrengements were not to be considered propsr as & gemersl
rule,

Wot only were rules relaxed so fer as the peopls were concerned
bt the cleray were also effected. Standards were loversd in ordsr to
111 the gaps crestea during the epidemic. To obtain young men for the
riesthood, the age requirewent set by the church wae d.iszvgardod.ag
¥ontal and character requirsments were not sorutinized carefully either.
Thia, together with sccelerated programe of study, produced an alarming
8hare of ignorant, lazy, and unlserned priests. To add to the confu-
6lon, the chureh imported into England priests who conld not speak
“nglish. One consequence was that proaching fell into disuse.

These conditions were bed enough in themselves. But to make mat-
ers woree, the cost of living had risen while the "salaries” of the
priests had yemained approximetely the eams., It is not particularly
fwrprising to read thet such meager incomes "forced meny to gteal, >
Others left the renks of the priesthood or simply took other jobs and
cered for their flocke in such spare time se was awarded them - if,

Indeed, they nea any!3}‘

28
Capes, op. cit., 75.

29.1)&9-'.-: 75. Just one example, emong many, perhapa, that could be
8lven concerns the Bishop of Norwick who ordained sixty young men below

the fixed cenon age--with papal sanction}

Peeorge M. Trevelyan, in the Age of Wyoliffe (New Yori:
» Green and Co., 1925), p. 124.

3119.1@03 p. 123,
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If the higher clergy hed understood the situstion and earnestly
desired to remedy it, there might have been hope for a successful
Sdjustment to problems created by the Black Death. Howsver, the pre-
lates were lerge land-cuners and important digniteries in the govern-
mnt. Instead of helping the lower clergy they very often gave indice-
tions thst they despised them. These divergent attitudes and differing
standaras of living created divisions among the clergy that were never
really healed--elthoush they did unite, more or less, to oppose Wycliffe
aq his Reform efforts.

Over agninst the regular clergy we have, in the monks and friars,
n oven sadder picture. DBefore the plague vieited England the monas-
taries had provided the Pope end the church with much real needed sup-
Port.  After the plague the best thet could be said of them was, "they
had Yecoms & nuisence to soclety."3? By comparison, the regular olergy
#ppeared industrious, hard-working shepherds to their flocks. The only
interests the monmks end friars seemed to have were the acquiring of
greater wealth, or not caring for work, remaining inside their particu-
lap abbey°33

Pérhape the greatest cause for concern on the part of the regular
olergy was the msnmor in which the friare conducted themeelves beceuse

of their unique position. Since the frier could hear confession and

—

32John Lord; Beacon Lizhts of History (Wew York: Funk and Wagnalls
0., 1921), 111, 397.

33 and the Cloister
A veading of Plers Plowmen, the worke of Chaucer,
8nd the Hearth (where the setting ie not England but Holland and Italy)
¥ill indicate the corruptness of the friars most vividly.

¢
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Preach,” he yas not bound to a certain churoh or area. If & loeal

Priost prohivited the frier from using tho church, e service was held
outeide. If the church confessionsl box ves dented him, the friar
heard sonfession under the erch of the blue heaven.o? When tne morz
OF friar bYecame wmpopuler in one place he left the exasperated parish
riest and ricck to move on in hopes of Pinding greener MW-BG
Bither on the rosd or im the wonsstaries, ! the friere d1d great harm
%o Christisnity end o the Romen Catholic church.

Thus it cen be seen that the conditions which prevailed in the
Eaglish ehureh Tollowing the plague were deplorsble and of far reach-
Ing consequence. ot only hed the ecomomic situstion tended to provide
OPportunity for the growth of nany corrupt practices but the church,

through depletion of ite renks end unvillingness or imsbility to purge
iteel?, had becomo corrupted from top to hottom. Almost W@ who
ocould read end write weo sccepted into the priesthood. 4nd 1f not
there , certainly into the monsstearies as & monk or & rrier.38

34 :
The pope had sanctioned this procedure.

35‘1‘navalyan, 0. eit., p. 139. "The frizr had many advantagss over
the parish priest, sometimes he hed greater learning, usuelly had
brightor wit, alwveye later mewe and move gensral knowledge of the worl
outside the parisgh,”

6

3’1701,&., P. 127. "In this age it wes the friar, not the parish
Priest who wes sinaled out as heving e lower standard then even laymen. "

37 -

§. Milton Smith, The Stara of the Betumakion (Iondon: §; .
Pertridge end Company), p. 6. "Monastaries and nunneries, so far from
::fme seminaries of leerning and piety, were hotbeds ]g: mgf:;.ity :;:n-

Ce. The abbots end friars grown wealthy and indoleat, on
1l-gotten gmine Like iastern potentates. Their feasting, rioting, and
Swaptuous living shocked the whole country." |

It 1e not uncommon to read in literature, etill oxtrat, the com-
Plaints that priests hardly lmew the Pater Noster, Creed, or Tem Com-
Bandments by heart. A. H. Hovs, %;%mgzmmg Englend
(London: James Parker and Co., 1595), p. 185. J
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A final point to be coneidered 1s the influsnce of the Black Death
°a sducation., Tn part, this espect hes already deen considered. For
*ducation, what there was in this pertod, actuslly involved omly &
11 section of the popmlation. Apart from ohurch-related schools
®d institutions, England hed few schools. In fact, we are told, "For
8 yet there were uo schools in existence to prepare youth for the
Wiversitios, except the cloister and cathsdral schools."ho Zven the
miversities were comperatively "young." :

By way of swmary 1t might be said that the Black Death promoted
8oclal end moral corruption in this area on two counts, First of all
1% created en even more serious lack of education due to the loss of
teachers and students, thereby lowering the standard of educetion of
the people. And secondly, eince many of the clergy formed the omly
remaining educated clase, they felt compelled to £111 the gaps left by
lay of'ficials., Such eaction Purther confused state-clurch interactionm
and produced detrimental results hermful to both church and state--a
matter to be considered moye fully imithe next chapter. We Imow that
the parlisment of 1371 petitioned the king to exclude all ecclesiastical
officials from the great offices of the state. Trevelyan undoubtedly
expressed the viewpoints of wany Snglishmen at the time vhen he says,

AR o
"The bishops wore serving two mesters - God and the world.” Many of

39@-1101»11::.&; for the lack of information available' on Wycliffe's
birth date, the time when this was true might vary from 1320 - 1330.

4o pare trenslated
G. Lechler, Jobn Wiglif and His Eaglish 3 oyt d
Peter Lorimer (Lsnd.on: Eegen Paul, Trench, and Co., 1381;, ». 92.

i
L-E..Ej.ﬂn po 9ha

h

2vae1;y'an, op. gl%., ». 110,

&»
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thom Playod 8o syeat a role in politics and so little in ecclesiastical
affalrs that their dioccesss wore forgotten--only the secular offices
Vhich they hold ere recorded i kistory.'s

in concluding this chapter, it is only fair to state that some of
o morel and moeinl corruption at tiis time, 8s in all times, must be
traced to the perverseness of mwen. However, the historical evidence
Seems 4o necessitate the judgment that the Black Death wae the direct
cause of the eorrupt conditions prevailing in the period immediastely
following the devaateting plague.

h31'nid., P. 106,




CHAPTER IXIX

THE POLITICAL STIUATION BEFORE WYCLIFFE'S
BREAK WITE THE

In attempiing to indicete certain political ceuses wvhich may have
iafluenced Wyelif¥e to break with the chuweh, 1t is difficult to know
Yhore to begin. The vleture fe less than illuminating due to the
eceleslastical-political relationship., Such a situation confuses the
ricture bosause 1t prevents & thoroushly objective study in an avea
vhich should be considered om ite own morits.

But a beginning cen be mede by simply sckmowledging this churvh-
state yeletionship. Lor vhether or not we sgree with the political sek-
Up of the time, the fact i beyond dispute that church and state vere
two parts of a whole called governmemt. It had been so for many years.
As far as form ie concerned, therefore, nothing 18 gained by considering
the form, ite adventages or disedvantages.

Of more velue, perhape, ie to understend the historical setting and
then determine how this effected Wysliffe, or vice-versa, The year 1371
might be considered o key yesr for it "marks the commencememt of those
plitical movements and party combinations which eontinued throughout
the next fifteen years."l We ghell, therefore, briefly mote what pre-
oeded and followed 1371 as it affects this discussion.

Y. =, mre Enclend 1a e A of Vrelizto (Fov York, Toronto,
Bombay , munttzemnm IZ%_@M Green and Co., 1925), ». 5.
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King Edverd IIT (Nov. 1312 - June 1377)° was the ruling monarch at
this tiwe in Enclend'e history. After a long snd rather successful
Telgn the Ring wes mrowing weeker and submitting to the influence of
ersons vhoge lives wore dedicated towamds attaining their ovm ends end
Wt the glory of ingland.S Whet territory had been wom and secured
fron France shortly after the middls of the fourtesnth century,” by -
1369 wae voing retaken sgnin by Framce. In less then a decade most of
1t vas swopt away.

A mumber of yeasons contibuted to thie situation. King Hemry of
Costile and the Fremch had united o oppose Inglend. The "Black
Prmce,“s vihile an eble military leader, had not received necessery mem
@ supplies to garrison the territory which was under his charge.
Instead, the inzlish ministers hed fined his high-spirited captains for
Irregularities. Added to this was the Prinods poor health which pre-
vented him rom discherging his duties es he was minded to do. An idee
of Pngland's nationnl complexion begine to take shape.

In Buglend iteclf, the King wes no longer able to carry out effi-
clently administretion matters nor decide questions of policy. Instead,

21’119 Zncyclovedie Awericens, Edward ITI (New York, Chicago: Ameri-

e

Cama Corporetion, 1953), IX, T03.

31.01"& Tatimer, Richard Stury, and Alice of Perrers were prominent
in this group. John of Gaunt becomes inoreasingly important and of him
wo shall have more to say.

!“I'hs year 1360 iz especially important (Treaty of Bretigny. See
Trevelyan, op. cit., p. 2).

2 W (Bow York

Ihe Fpoyclopedia Americans, Edwerd, Prince of Weles ’
Chicago: Amoricans Corporetion, 1953) IX, 706-708. The name was given
to him after hie death, probably because he wore black armor. He was
the eldest gon of Edward IIX.
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$18208 aompetitare arose mmong the grent ablen i meee:n Lanaes
8Bare of Influence in the government. Although the Duke of Lancaster
80d the Earls of Pembroke end Cembridge, since the wer's cutbreak, had
boen entrusted with the armtes in France,

: o+ the ministry at Westminster wes still composzed, as

1% hed beon from time fmmemorisl, of Bishops who were

dependent solely on the King, end who were bound to the

@eat lomis by no ties of interest or party. Williem of

Wykehsm, Bishop of Winchester, was Chancellor, and Thomas

Brantinghem, Dighop of Exeter, was Treasurer, of Inglend.

The Dake and the Serls were oftem consulted by them on

mttors of poliey, so that the Chancellor and the Trea-

Burer had not that monopoly of the royal confidemce

enjoyed by cabinet ministers today. But the porsons who

held those offices exoluded the grest lords mot only from

the ordinary administretion, but from most of the patron-

8ge of the country, and it wes for the purpose of securing

those offices for their own adhamntasthat a coterie of

lords mede use of Parliament im 1371.

When, then, the Perliament and House of Commons met in 1371, they
¢8lled %o account the incompetent ministers and their mismanagement of
e last two years--with special referemce to the war. Although the
two bodies censured the Bighopa for different reasons, the hostility
Va8 olearly evident. Partly, it was resentwent against the Bishope'
Unmited knowledge end energy to conduct a wer. Partly, it wes dislike
of the church's yrivileged position. So ingrained hed this dislike of
Church and clergymen become thet a request was yresented to the King
by loris and Commsons, together, that all clergy be excluded from eivil
Sérvice. Although the petition was rejected, the King did permit
Bishope holding higher offices to be removed. This in tum, provided

the meens by which John of Geunt, the Duke of lancaster, assumed &

Gfmw];an, op. eit., ». 4.
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(¥mending role in the affairs of England and became the recognized
leader of tne paxrty opposed to the Bishops and their position in govern-
nent,

Besides all this, attacks were made against the enormous church
®odowments which peid so 1ittle towards the heavy expenees of the war.
Accordingly, messures were vassed which taxed heevily the ecolesiastical
Property. It was assumed that there were forty thousend perishes in
Ingland who could share equally an sssigned tax bwxden. Only after
Parliament broke up wes the oxror discovered-- nine thousand parishes
were all that actually existed in Englend!

One important point ymst be remembered as the meaning of these pro-
ceedings are consldered:

Yo ses the bDegimning of that organized political movement

for disendowment of the church and abolition of her privi-

leges which was the one point of sympathy between the House

of Commone and the Duke of Lancaster and the chief

comnectlon of Wycliffe with political parties.

Due to inferior maritime power, lock of men and money, costly defoats
“-8uch a& the battle of Rochelle in 1732, end gross corruption in the
wllitary and civil services, not o mention the strife between the
various “parties” in England who were Jockeying for positions of power,
Inglend--by 1374--hed only a few emall fortresses remaining in France.
The saue year found John of Geunt retwrning and staying in England.

The pleture as it developed from this point on remeined essemtially
the seme. On the ono hend thers were the Bishops and clericel perty,

l6d by Courteney, strivinz to regein what they had lost. Opposed to

2
.E).Ld,-, p. 6.




3% :
them stood Joim of Geunt and his friends, a small but well orgamized
roup (John's brother, the Black Prince, opposed him but he lay dying).

Roxt to him (the Black Prince), his brother John of Geunt

Was by far the greatest subject in the land. By a fortu-

nate acowmiletion of title end ostates, he stood im rank

&nd wealth far above the other nobles, His superiority

over them all was rocognized by the title of Duke, them

borne by no other Inglishman save the Primre of Wales (The

Black Prince). But tue pereonal influsnce John of Gaunt

hed over the king wes the echief veason for his oomplete

Supremacy in ¥ngland, o eupremacy which as long es Edward

lived was hxgmren only during the session of the Good

Parliament.,"

Before discusaing Wyeliffe end his position we shall show that the
Pty lines rether olserly defimed by 1374 held true to form at the
Good Parilament inm 1376-~a year before Wycliffe was tried for heresy.

I velieve that an understan” ing of this seseion of the Parliamsnt will
Al#o show Wyeliffe es roseiving support mot becsuse he wes in essentiel
fgroement with ome side or the other but because Wycliffe's progrem
¢ould be used to sdvantaze hy the anti-Bishop party.”

Without e doubt, the only reason the Good Parlfement cams into
belng was becauss of en empty exchequer. Certain it is that Jobm of
Gaunt and "his" Privy Gouncil had no desire to summon Parliement.
Before taxes could be imposed, however, such sction was necessary. And
DoV taxes were needed if the exchegquer was to be replenished.

Of the two hundred bowoush-members and seventy-four knights of the

shives who mage up the House of Comaons, only the seventy-four knights

&P—’:ﬂu P e

9"e powerful Joun of Gewnt, completely self-seeking, was prepared
Yo champion Wyclif since the latter's advocsey of the intervention of
the civil arm to memove uzworthy clergy from their benefices gave him
Support In hie cwbition to replace eccleeisstice whom he could not com-

trol by men who were his creatures." Kemnsth Scott Latouretts, ?
o 33, ». 655

of Christianity (New York: Herper and Brothers Publishers, 195

21 B RSNty g ge
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Bed real political power end initiative--the ohronicles always spoke of
e Lover House ee the 'imights'. This is not to say that the House of
Comaons was = battleground of parties; it was itself a party. There
Vore many good reasons why they should be & party:

The upper middle clesses who sent them to Westminster were

6% this tims struggling for existense against economic

dletress, wnich they ettributed partly to oppression end

Bisgovernmont by the nobles, partly to the rebellious atti-

tude of the poesants, pgpbly to the privilege end extortion

of an overgrowa ehmmuh.

In this pericd they had pushed for a cloaa-uy in the central
Govermeent-~seking thet public momey be spent for public purposes,
doelred that local order be kopt, and demended that the var be effi-
oleatly conducted. Thus thoy etood opposed to Johm of Caunt amd hie
friends. Pot they did azree with him in his desire to reform end tex
the Chareh. Tn the Good Parliement, after acting with the Bishops
f@inst John of Ceunt for two monthe, they petitioned egsinst ecclesi-
astical abuses.

nlike the House of Cowmons, the House of Lords was & battleground
of parties. At this ¢ime the Nobles all opoosed the Duke because he
hed exelnded them from power and profite of office. They were not
OPposed to John om mrineiple for ke later secured their support or neu-
trality. The Bishops were irveconcilably opposed to Jolm. They were
dotermined to retain or got as much es tﬁo: could for the church, in
addition to regaining the right to sdminister the great offices of

State thet hed been lost im 1371 vhen lay ministers took over.

IOMvel,yan, oB. git., p. 15.
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At length the request for e grant of taxee wes asked. Before per-
mssion wes grented, John of Gaunt's influsnce had definitely been
relwced, even if only for a chowt time. The Privy Councillors wers
impeeched -~ Richard Lyons and Tond Latimor, as well as thelr subordi-
nates. Alice of Perrers was banished from the Couwrt. Ho longer were
VomeR %o appear thews in support of cauwses. Upon the death of the Black
Prince, the Good Parlisment assured succession of Richard I by compel-
ling the King to produce him in Payliament and acknowledge him as heir.
And finally, counselloms were ohosen for Eiwvard, by vhose advice he was
% ast, Wome of them wore friends of John.

John of Gaunt, himself the real target of the Good Parliemsnt, was
Nt directly condemmed. He was too powerful and too wealthy. Had the
f0tlons of the Good Parliamwemt been cerried through, however, his power
would have eome ¢o an end. BPut the great mees of petitions sent to the
King wore rofused or left without reply and within six months John and
his friends nea retumed to power.

On the other alde, the Good Parlisment presented lengthy memorials
lirected azainst the encroachments of the Roman SBee. A conserable por-
tlon of the complaint ves directed egainst the Pﬁsﬂi Collector or
Receiver who collscted end sent mreat sums of money to Rome, BSince he
W28 a foreigmer, a petitlon was drawn up to prohidbit his residence in
Bagland. At tho same time 1t was requested that no Bnglishman should
becone & Recelver in hohalf of others who reeide in Rome.

Representations were medo that the country was groaning

under the taxetion of Roms, the sum peid to Rome emount-

ing o five times thet paid in taxes to the Crown. As to
ecclesiastioal offices, it was pointed out that unworthy

men were promoted, while the plous and dutiful wvere left im
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somi-starvation. The introduction of foreigners into
Church officos wes also leid etress upon, foreign cardi-
nals beling made deans emd archdescons in order to draw
Inglish revenues, - these revenuss golng sbroed to
Romen goffers.

Twenty thousand pounds e yeer wes stated as the sum which
the Roman agent received of Peter's Pemce in the Lomdon
office end sent to Rome, he himself residing in the capi-
tol in affivence. Bvery now incumbent had to pay firet-
fralts 4o this official, wvho 1lived in London in en office i
"like a Customs-house of & priest.” What was true of the
Common priest wes also true of the bisop, who had to hend
Over 1o the Pope the first year's revenue of his See, and
thme by an evideat twick 1t wes easy to trenslate several
bishops in the course of a year and thus secure the first
fruits of each Sse.to Rome; while the scandal of money-
ralging actuslly reached the hoight of fleecing the inglish
¢lergy of money with which to procure the ransom of soldiers
teken mrisoners in the French wers i

To these reguests and pebitions the King replied elso. He stated
that he hod enacted some lewe thet would remedy the evils. Besides
thie he wes in commurdcation with the Papal See hoping to effect some
eV understanding that might solve these probleme. "But Edward IIX,

the conquercr of Croszy and Poiters, was now old end feeble, and umable
to face theso weishty metters."® So the Parliament of 1377 took up
Vhere the Good Parlisment had stopped. Thet the motives of the men vio
guided the 1377 Parlisment were not exactly the same as those taking
Part in the Good Parliemsnt is another matter.

And im all of these important decisions, vhat was the role of Jobn
Wycliffe? Nelther Wyeliffe nor the chroniclos of the time ansver the
Question directly. The judgment of historiens that "the Good Parliament
of 1376, to whose deliberation Wyeliffe contributed by volce amd pen,

11 ' e
~d. C. Carrick, Yygliffe snd the lollane (Wew York: Charles Sorid
her's Soms, 1909), pp. 100-101.

12&1_4-, p. 101.
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83vé emphatic exproesion to the public complaints against the hiexr-
archy" Band that et thie Parliement "Wyoliffe's vievs found abundant
exmression from its wmembers ,"1 b 1g quite possibly correct. The 4iffi-
Culty in eseerting that he was a member of Perliement is the lack of
drect historical support. Tn view of all these facts, but bearing in
mnd the sbsencs of certain necessery dete from which e positive con-
elusion might be drawn, the most honegt attempht to arrive at a fair
solution cen, perhape, be found in the words of Lechler:

The question erises, whet shave Wiclif had in the efforts of
the Good Parlioment to secure the rightful succeesion to the
throse, and to purge the court as well es the administration
of unwortly elements. Assuming that he was a member of that
Parlisment, and co-operated influentielly in its ecolesiastico-
political proceedings he could not have remained entirely with-
out @ share In ite endeavowrs to sscure the succession to the
throno, and to veform the Court and the Government. He must
have teken hie place either on one side or the other. It is
true thet we hear nothing definite from himself upon the sub-
Ject, nor very expross testimony concerning it from any other
Quarter. But we mey be sure et least of as much as this,

that in no cese can he have played a prominent part in the
effort to drive the favourites of the Duke of Lancaster from
the court, and from all influence in state affairs, for other-
vige the Duke would certainly not have lemt him his powerful
protection only helf-a-year later (on 19th February 1377).

But on the other hand, it scarcely admite of being supposed
that Wiclif would join the party of Lord Latimer and his
colleagues especially as inm thie businese the interests at
steke wore of that moral and legal cherecter for which, in
sccord with his whole tone of thought, he must alweys cher-
ish & warm sympathy. These considerations taken together

lead me to the opinion thet Wiclif did not indeed oppose him-
881f %o the majority of the Parliament who laboured to effect
& purification of the Court and Government, but meither did

he take any prominent pert in the discussion of this subject;

g ; "John

“8chaff, History of the Christien Church - Middle Ages,

‘ig;%r" vgm-aéa Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. nmngé%nbnm Company ,
2 2 317-

4
Carrick, op. cit., p. 100.
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and this all the lese, that as & gonoral rule, he was

accustomed and cailed upon to take a personally ective

share only in matte =0F a nived eccleslastical and

Political character.*”

In attempting ¢o bring together the various fectors which hed a
determining infivence on the 1ife of Wycliffe from 1366 to 1376--the
year of the Good Parliement, certain distinet impressions stand out
9 the historieal record, However, 1t must be edmitted, these indica-
tlons ere 211 part of e general pioture and in oertain eress positive
historic evidence is aot availabls.

By way of summary 1t can be moted that so far as is lmown, Wycliffe

¢ + - confined himself, until 1366, to his duties in Oxford

&nd his parish work. In that yeer he sppeers as ons of the

king's cheplains and as opposed to the papal supremecy in the

Sccleslastical affairs of the realm. The parliament of the

fams year refused Urban V's demand for the payment of the

tribute, promised by King Johm. . . . Wyoldf, if S M

ber of this body, wes certainly en adviser to 1%.

Sehaff, in the foregoing refevence, admits, however, that though
lachler edvences this view, "Laseyrth, who is followed by Rashdall,
Wriags considevations against it, and pleces Wyelif's first appearance

2 & political weformer im 1376."%1
In this nationsl effair of highest importance in which Wycliffe
BAy or way not have hed a direct part there remains & polemicel tract

by Wyeliffe that is usually eseribed to this period. It 1s to be moted
that the writing centered ebout the question of political right,

entirely in the senss of the Declaration of Parlisment.

—

15 : tnn;htod by
G. Iechler, John Wiglif znd His English
Potor lorimer (Lénd.an: Esgan Paul, Trench, and Co., A, . 3TA76,
16

Schaff, op. cit., 316.
17&1_&, 316 (comtained in footnote ome).
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A coneiderable porticn of this tract, which 1s of the high-

@8t interest, was ineluded by Leowie in the Appendix to his

Hist, of Wieli?, Mo, 30, The text ie unfortunately in a

very lmperfect comdition, owing, in pert at least, to the

Btate of the MS. from which it was derived. But that the

tract may have been written very soon after the May Parlia-

ment of 1366, and perhaps still earlier in that year rather

then in 1367, is the impression which it leaves upon me as

Strongly as upon the editore of the Wielif Bible, vol. I.,

P. vil.,.note 10, and Prof. Shirley, Faec. 2iz. XVII.,

no.be 39.,&‘

Wycliffe, in the opening paragrephs of this vriting, assures his
readers

* o o that he, ag a hwble and obedient son of the Church

of Roms, would put forward no esgertion which could sound

85 an injustice againet that Church, oIgwhich could give

any reasonable offence to a pious ear,

This is but one move indication, then, of Wyeliff's relation to
the political scene in this period and his increasing involvemsnt and
eonoern, hether hig formal expression is dated early or late, history
rather definitely shows that by 1376 he not only persomally believed
reform was necessary but was making a conscious effort to see that
reform measures ehould receive the attention of church and state. ALl
of his sctivities, including his literary efforts, eeem to be comneoted
¥ith sowe asvect of the political situation. Thus, even as late as
1376, there is mo historicel support to indicate that Wycliffe's growing
Swereness of the need for reform can be traced to conflicting doctrimal
Viewpolnts between himself end the Roman Catholic Church as such. On
the contrary, his writings end his oetivities up to this point have all

dealt in the political realm and not in the doctrinal erea at all.

lsLachler, 2p. egit., p. 177.

pia., p. ws.




CHAPTER IV
DOCTRINAL IMPLICATIORS

Pevelopment of doctrinal reasons which might have easentially
'fluenced Wycliffe to breek with the Churoh mist of necesaity comsti-
tute @ short, chapter in comparison to the three preceding chapters.

The ®Xplanation, the writsr Peels » 18 a aimple ons. Up to ths very time
when Wyclifre was sumnoned to appear before the Convocation--the cleri-
0al parliement -- ~hiaetory dcesz not reveal that Wycliffe expressed himself
orally or in writing concoerning matters of doctrins, at lesst mot in a
Wy that indicated he was at variance with the Roman Catholic Church.

In fact, omly arter the lssuance of the five Bulls againat him and his
éPpearance before the prelates at Lambeth can we begin to consider his
doctrina) declaretions. Sohaff rightly remerks, "with the year 1378
Wyelifig distinctive career as & dostrinal reformer opﬂnﬂ-"z

Conzidering, for example, the year 1377 we note that "we find
Dovhere any documsntery information &s to what doctrines of Wiclif were

¢ to be submitted o investigation before that trﬂm_ml"a (the

3
Parliament opened Jenuary 27, 1377. The convocation hsld ses-

8iona beginning February 3. It was’Febmr: 19 when Wyc¢liffe and John
of Gaunt appsered before the assemblidd Prelates in St. Paul's. It
8hould be noted that Wycliffe was swmoned to appear before another
Bpiritualitrivunal but thers is much obscurity with respect to its
Purpose and resulta,

®Schare, Hietory of the Christisn Church - the Middle Ages, "John
gz;if;_x (Gratsxl Repids, Michigen: . B. Serdmans Publishing Compeny,

» V&, 318, '

3 ;
G. Lechler, John Wiclif end His English M’ﬁ’ e oo d
Peter Lorimer (Im’ldon: Kegen Paul, Tremch, and Co., 1881), p. 183.
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Convocation). But we do imow “the prelates were ombittered against
the Duke of Lencaster, who was labouring with all his might to put an

-

ond $o theiw political :lm"luame."h It seems both fair and valid to
cmelude that evem the initial sction on the part of the Church wes
Inavgureted not becsuse of’ dootrine but because Wycliffe happemed to
hold views chempioned by Jobn of Geunt. The church desired to maintain
“ll the possessions end privileges they hed ever held. When these were
threatensd, ske was compelled to act.

Even the actions of John of Gaunt point up the fact that Wycliffe's
érpeerance before the Convocation was not the result of doctrinal
ontenglements. Such is ILechler's Judgment:

In view of the fact that political rather then ecelesisstisal

motives had to do with the citation of Wiclif, the Duke con-

sidered it pis imperative duty to efford him his powerful
rotection,.”

Contrest thie determined stand to the position which John of Geunt
melntained after Wycliffe hed broken with the Roman Church concerning
Spcific doctrinel lseues. Latourette swmarizes Jolm's poeition most
Glearly: “John of Ceunt, far from model in his morals, prided himself
@ his orthodoxy and was alionated by Wyclif'e attack on trensubstentis-
1'.10!1."6

These considerations would seem to Justify the oontention that no
dostrinal reagons can be sdvanced which initially caused Wyoliffe to
break with the church beceuse none wore there to influence him. In

y

Zbid., p. 183.

SM.’ P' 183.

Ghnmth Scott Latourette, A Christianity (New Yorik:
Harper and Brothers Publiehare: 1953;, P. &5
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Other words, it was only after the church had forced Wyoliffe imto en
SwWiverd position thet he began to investigate and discover its doc-
trinal ervors.

Such an edmission takes nothing avay from the work eand achieve-
memt of Johm Wycliffe but for thie study it does eliminate doctrine as
the initial cause for Wyeliffe's bresk with Mother Church. That doc-
trine came to vlay an dmportent pert in Wyeliffe's refora efforts--per-
haps the most prominent pert--1s a matter of record. A progressive
develomwent cen be traced.,

In polnt of time, the first stage reaches down to the out-

break of the Papal Schism in 1378; the second stage embraces

the years from 1378 to 1381; and the third extends from

thence to his death im 138%. In substence the successive

Btagee may be clearly and briefly discriminated thme - first,

the recognition within certein limits of the Pepal primacy;

next, emancipetion from the pwimac¥ in principle; finally,

the most divided oppoeition to it.

Hed Wycliffe lived longer and @elved Parther into theology there
18 10 imagining where his findings might eventaully have led him. It
is interesting to speculate whether or not he might have attalined the
theological maturity and wrobustness which emabled Luther to provide the
8ound leadership esseatial to a successful Reformation. In the short
time Uyeliffe pursued his guest for doctrinal underetanding end direction
he developed many emphasies that became keystones of the Reformation move-
memt;.

Perheps Wycliffe's firet end most radical departure from Roman doo-

trine 18 %0 be seen ia his concept of the lord's Supper. Omith's

TLechier, op. 1f., . 346, For en elaboration of this deviopment
8e® pp. 346-350.
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stetement may not be complotely correct vhen he says, "save tremsub-— - +
stantiation, he scrupled 2t none of the mysteries of mnom,'a
bt certain 1t 1a thet Vyeliffe rejected transubetantiation. "The
Visket" and certain treatises inm his "Sum of Theology,"” among others,
&re devobed to & discussion of this particular dostrine.

fven more famous, perhaps, s "Of the Truth of Holy Seripture”
(thia toc, 18 = part of the "Cum of Theology™ which comprises fifteen
boks contelning Wyeliffels theology).” HNoly Seripture for Wyeliffe
W8 the final and highest authority. Beyond Soripture he could not

|
|
Additional woris treated the Church snd Clurch edministration, |
immorality of tue urieste and monks, the Pope as Antichrist snd other

strictly doctrinal publects. The works snd subjects here named serve

mwroly to indicete the theological scope of Wyeliffe's doctrinal imter- -

°3% end the resl center of his later Reformation. His insights may not

have boen those of & Luthert’ and yet they were the beginnings of a

theology that could not be found in the medieval end echolastic formmla-

Homs of the Roman Catholic Chureh.

“Prossrvod aith, The A of the Befomstion (Nov York: Heury
Bolt and Company, 1920), p. 37.

9S°haf‘f » Op. cit., 325-349 discusses Wycliffe's doctrinal writings
et length, A division of hig writings as well as ezcerpts cen profit-
aly be studied in Lechler, op. gif., pp. 485-551.

19"(Iaxther's) doctrine of justification by faith only, with its
Tedlcal trunsformmtion of the sacremental system, camwot be found in
these his predecessors, end this was & difference of vest importance.
Smith, op. eit., p. 4l. ,
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CORCLUSION

This mich, at least, cen be concluded from a study of the imitial
o8use for Wyeliffe's bresk with the Chreh. History does not indicate
#hat doctrinal consideretions influenced Wycliffe's breek with the
Romen Catholic Church--certainly mot initially. His esrliest writings,
% Deninde Divino and De Civilt Dominto, elong vith Do Juremento Arpaldi
(or 1376), dealt with political concerne and not

(F4Y

& the tyact of 135
doctrinal oneg, Only after he was charged with heresy and condezmmed by
the Church, 1n the laet vears of hie life, did he attack the Church's
doctrinel position. )

Purthermore, his interest in government and activities on behalf
of the King or at the sessions of Parliament wewe politically inspired,
ol not motivated, eo far as can be showan, from some theological con~-
viction expresaive of a conflict with Roman doctrine,

0f the two remaining possibilities set forth in this thesis,
nolther sonclusion, alone, cen be proposed and dogmeticslly set down as
the only correct one. Probably it is closer to the truth to admit that
both the political cause and the moral cause contributed to Wycliffe's
initial break with the Chuwreh.

The Black Death nurtured evils that broughtabout morel corruption
of large proportions not only in the sesulsr field but also in the
churoch. These influsnces mey be termed "indirect influemces” but they
were there and they were great. Such abuges w:oufr- attacked, and
rightly so. Initially, howover, he assailed only tie corruptions of a




46
t
eystem (wnich, until separated from that eystem, he sccepted as righ
and true) and not the eatire system, root snd branch, as ILuther and

Calvin wvere to do.
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