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CHAPTER I
THTRODICTIOH
Elghteenth Cenmbwry Baclkground

he greater part cof the seventeenth cenbury is known ag the Age of
Crthodoxy in the Iumtheran Chureh . . . The very legalistic means used 1o
reestablish the Church after the devastations of the Thirty Years! VWa .”l
Fletistic tendencies appeared bobh in Iubheran and Reformed circles bhefore
the end of the sixteexth cenbuyy, but they bed their larvgest development
in the lote seventsenbth and eaxrly eighteenbh centuries, Ab the cless of
the Thivty Yeorst War religious 1life in Proteglant Germany was ab a low
ebby The control eof the Clmrch by the civil government in ths various
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alibies did not make for spdrituality, The interpreotation of sawing
faith in termg of imtellectual assembt, the prevalence of scholastiecism,
the euphasis upon formal orbthodoxy, ths absorpltion of the leading men of
the Church in theological controversy, all tended to depress the religious
and moral life of the counltyy, exd the war itself had demoralizing efiects
ant accentuated conditiong already widespread,

This legalistic movement developed inbo a very one-sided ome in which
the Bible wacs x;egcx*ded, by some, more highly as a compilation of God-given
doctrines that must be urheld at all cost than as the power of God to an
ehernal life of salvation apd a temporal life of sanctification, The

emphasis was placed on tie mind btoc much to the exelusion of the heart.

15 : . . | ! LS
nry John Eiekhoff, The Decline af Intheran Church lMusic During
the Peried of 'biomlism’(ﬂnpublished B. D. thesis, Concordia Seminaxy,
8%, Louls, 19473, p. 13
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This emphasis, originating with the schoolmen, ultimately came into the
preaching of {the individual pasbor.

As a recction to this formalictic orthodoxy, the Pietistic movement
developed in the Ilnst quarter of the seventeenth cembury, It began only
a8 an effort to improve local religious and moral conditions in Frankfort—
on-Hain, but it scon spread throughout the cowmbyry,

Pigtizm emphosized the duty of striving after personal and individusl
eld gioas independence and eollaboration and declered that reiigion
is samething altogether personal, that evangeliml Christiandty is

present only where and in so i‘o.r a5 it is manifested in Christian
conducty,

& )

Fietism's great probagonist was FPhillp Jacob Spener, who was born in 1633,
and held Importent clerical popitions stuceessively in Frankfort, Dresden,
oxnd Berling until his death in 1705, HMamy of the proposzls for the improve-
ment of the Church and the life of its people made by Spener were the very
things needed to wake the Church oub of its preoccupation with dogma alone,
He proposed and succeeded in sghifting
the coenter of iuberest {rom the mainternnce of orthodox doctrine o
gonduct and jractical plety, and from the objective validiiy of the
veritics of selvetion and means of grace to . the subjective conditions
connected with them, thelr subjective ethical accountability then
following as a nsesgsary eorolisvy.S
Some people do not believe that the Pielistic movement cf the sighteenth
gentury in Germany was justified ly conditions, They claim that this peried
of the great dogmaticians waz Wy no means an age of dead orthodaxy, They
argues that this psricd of orthodmgy produced such men as Johann Gerhaxd,
the great dogmatician, who was also a veageful and a pious man, Then there

were John Arndt and Christisn Seriver wio have written some of the best

 Ybid., p. 14.
sléidc’ Pl 14'
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devotional books in the Imbheren Churech, and Paul Gerhard end others who
wrote some of our best hymns, ALl of these lived during the perdod of
orthodoxy .

The conditions in Englend at the beginning of the eighteenth cenbury
were just as bad as those in Germany at the end of the sevenieenth century,
It was an age of irreligion and libertinism, OSweearing and cursing were
guite wprevalent, Worse than thet was the practically universal passion
for gawbling which was then at its pesk, Drunkenness was very comuon, not
only among the lover clasces, bub among every ciass of socisty. Gin was
the common drink and it threatened to change the character of the nation.
The ¥nglish, naturally a kindly race, were rapidly becoming cruel wxier the
infiuence of gin drinking, COrime combtimued %o increase alithough there were
savage laws, Crimes of violence predominated and human life was cheap 80
that thore were no less than ope hundred and sixty offenses punishsble by

Gorditions in the church were not much better, The bisghops were sadly
ou..‘a of touch with their people, They never mixed with the people, seldom
preached before popular asserbliss, and ascociated almest exclusively with
the upper clasces, with the men of letters and lesrming. | They had no time
for the lower eclasces, never troubled themselves with ary plans for improving
the gondition of the peopie; nor did they try toc get the unchurched hordes
to come to church and hoar the saving Gospel,

The lesser clergy followed the epigcopal lead, Religion was repre-
sented w5 escentially rational. Christianity was justified on prudenbial
grounds, Honesty was the best poligy. Christianity paid good dividends

in this world and in the next, There was alsc a universal hatred of
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1o a reaction from Puritanism,
The yesr 1739

entlhusiasm vhich was partly due
Into this period and these conditions cane John Wealsy,

wvap the bezinning of the great rewvival, By this time Wesley had found a
new religion of love, a religion in shayrp comtrast Lo the lifeless, formal
religion of the time, and this became the ruling purpose of the g X
revival; o tell others aboub this new love of God and of all menkind thab

The scle aim of Methodism,

he had nevly rediscovered.
Parly Methodiss wes an evangelienl revival,
spread scriptursl holiness over the land,® To
Therefore,

geid John Wesley, was ¥to
W¥ou huve nothing bto do bub o save souls,

his helpars he said,
spend and be spent in this work end go alweys not oniy to thoge who want

you, but to those that wanbt you mosi,

=John €. Bowmer, The Sscrament of the Iord!s Supper in Barly Methodism

(London; Unwin Brothers Ltd., 1951, n.e.), p. 167,



CEAFTER II

Definition

Just what constitutes Pletism is still a matier of dispute and will

-

probably alvays remain o, The term is used in a narrow and in a broad
gense, Sometimes 1t is epplied %0 specific histordcal movemenis, at other
times to all those tendencics which exalt feeling in religion and its
practicael phase to the depreciabion of its inbtellectusl conmbtent and its
expression in ecclesissticism, Bub differences of opinion arise when the
narrow sonse of the term alone is meant, This is due to a three-fold
causc: (1) The lack of amy official pronouncements upon its dectrine and
practice; (2) the differences in Pletimm itseif at vericus stages of its
levelopment; and (3) the subjectivism which sach writer brings o beor
upon the su.b,ject.l
Under the general term Fletism, MeGiffert treats German Pietism,
English Bvangeliealism, and the ¥New England Theology. Icofs contends that
it is an internationzl phenomencn, Troeliisch applies the comuon desigmation
npietism® to all modern movements #nd secls which enphesize & personal
religious experience and which generally go under the name Fevargelical.
He even refers to Methodiesm as a wave of Pletism; although he, with Mirbt,
Gruenberg, and others, alse limits the term bistoriecally teo that movementd

which is essentially Cerman and Probestant., Gensralizaticns can only

Lgethor Wilford Megler, Plebism and Mehhodism (Nashville, Tenn,.s
Publishing House M. B. Church, Scuth, ¢.1818), p. 11,
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roughly approximate the trubth; but if a gemeral term is scught te include
all the religions revivals of the seventecnth and eighteenth centuries,
Pietism may serve as well as anmy, Even the word Hasidism, literally
tranglated, means Pletism; and the Roman Catholic Chureh had ite own form
of Pletism in the Jansenist and Quietist propagandas, & reform wave under
Riccl and Liguori desply affeched Ifaly., Bven Spain reported ecclesiastical
pordf S.czs.tion,,?'

An srbicle in the Theclogical Quarbterly defines Picticm as ¥a sanitary
movement, ac an effort 4o ¢ure the Churech of certain ailwents which not
oenly impaired its well-being, but endangered the very life of the body
ecclesiastic."® Prout, in hig article on Spensr and the Theology of Pietism,
defines Pietism as "o personal religion of tha beari.

In this thesis the term "pletism®” will be used in its narrower sense
to preserve 1lts strict historical import and will be confined to that
roaction egainst the orthodofy of the Iutheran Chureh which is generally
connected with the work of Spener and his cOadjutofs. The noture of that
work hag been varicusly esbimated,  Some contend that Pietism ﬁas nothing
wore than an attempbted "Calvinising® of the Lubheran Church by the indyo-
duction of a spirit of monkish piety.” Our intorest lies with the form
which that zeal took in the Imtheran Chmreh in the latber pard of the soven-
teenth and the first part of the eighbeenth century, commonly called the

Pietism of Spemer and of Halle,

*Tbid., pe 12,

Stpid., p. 12.
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In Holland, in the late seventecnbh cenbury in the midst of all the

disputation over the problem of Church and State in connection with the

questicn, "Should the State enforce religicus uwndformity?®, s reform move-

ment, lnown as Plebtlsm, arose which inflvenced subsequeni religious
nigbory, Pletisw thus aross among the disputing Celvinisis in Follend

where gtirring political events and dangers had inmtensifled religiocus

excitenent, and was carried to the German states by young minigters who

studled in Holland in vhe then famoup Dutch Universitiszs, Clsbert Voet was

one of tThese young ministers who carried Pietlsm into the German states,

-
ooy

ie was an influential pletist who strove for greater religicus piety,
oprosed religlous formaliism and indifference; and socught a peraonal
religious failth, A pupil of Voel, Jodocus van Lodenstein, has bson galled
the firgt Pletist, for with him Pletism became & disbinot religious move-
ment oppoged to formalism and religiocus indifferencs,
Iutheranism of this pericd had & stronger unity then the Calvinists

in Holland, end consequemtly Pletisu remained within the Church, Fietists
the

did not argue and thus they sbayed within their communion degpite
hostility arcused by their proesdure. The Pleotism which was tims developed
wee lergely contemwplative similar to Jacob Boehmels nyshicism and 8%,
Bernard's ascetism.

Although it hed its precursors in such figures as the mystles, Jacob
Bochmo and Valentin Weigel, or in moralistic theologians like Johsunes
Arndt and Balthasar Schuppius, the Pietist movement as an organized mani-

fectation of German religicus 1life may be said to have begun with the

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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publication by Philip Jacob Spemer of his Pia Desideris oder Vahrenm

avangelische_p._ Kirehe in 1875,

Although most poople hold that Fetism in general wos & gocd and o
necessaxry movement, therc are some whe will not admit that it '.-f-e.;;s really
a cuvative processg, bub hold th b it wag itself a disease; a most
ingidious malady. They elaim that Pisdisn wos a reaction against ortho-
doxy itself, its thoory ond practice, and that ite aim was Yo make doctrine
cf secondary and life of primary importance in the Chuvch, And this they

cisim vag one feature of this insidicus melady, a melady so fearfully

destructive that vhen Fieblism had run ibs gourse, the days of orthedox
Intheranism were over and past, and reticnalism sat enthroned in the high

gaut of pietistic theclogy, the university of Halle.
Those who say that Fletism was a good and a necegfary novementy say

that that which brought about the radical change lay in the natuve of

Pigbiam itself, which over sgainst the dominant ecclesiastiesl doctrine
exhibited the worth and power of e liwing, persomal; and practical
Chrisblanity, The energebic seekdng of cumversion, zs well as a general

geal for fruitfulness in good works, begat an activity which, as svon as

l‘l

t was directed towards the non-Christien world, could not bub agsuwe the

e

"‘}

tendency to seck the conguest of the world for Chrish, It is true, indeed,
that much narrcw-mindedness clung to Pietism, and theid this in mony ways
impaired the freslness and the populsrity of its Christianity; but notwith-
standing that narrowness, as scon as it allowed ibtself to be impregnated
by missicnary ideas, there game to it & width of horizon by whli.ch it
axcelled all its advergaries. While derided as Sgonventicle Christianity®,
it embraced the whole world with its loving thoughbs, and these loving
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thoughts it translated into works of love, widch sought Yo render help
alike to the misery of the heathen and to that within Christendom, so
that in spite of 1is "fleedng from the worldh, it became a world-
conguerdng power,

Spener basgsed the justification of his efforts for refurm con the plea
that the Reformation had not been completed; that many evils had conse-
quently crept into the Churchy that tho empbasis had been placed too much
vpon purity of doctrine and not sufficiently upon purity of life; which
had led many pecple vho were living in conscious sin to depend uwion the
merdts of Chriast for salvetion, His work can thus be un&erstooa. only upon
the background of the Iutheran orthedoxy of the seventeenth century in
comectlon with the secial, econcmic, and political conditions of the vimes,
Pietism thus sprang out of the religious needs of the pecple, which in turn
were intensified by the social, economic; and political conditions of the

2EE .
leading Mupeonents in the Rise of Pletism

The most prominent promotor of Pletism in the ILutheran Chureh was
Philig Jacob Spensr, whose piastic nature, wide sympathies, amd power of
assimilation specially fitted kim for the tasks He was born in Upper
Algace on Jamary 13, 1635, He died Februaxy 5, 1705,

Spener became the [utheran pastor in Frankfort and there he became
arousged by the low religious and moral tone of the city. He umdertook to
raise it by making bis preaching more directly practical, by laying
emphasis upon life rather than doctrine, by multiplying his pestoral labours,

and particuisrly by holding meetings in his own house for the devotionmal
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study of the Bible, and for prayer and edification, A marked feabure of
bhis preaching was his strong eschatological emphagis, He believed thad
the lest times were at hand, and that the return of Christ and the
establishment of the Messianle Kingdom would take place inm the near
futureo'% This gave to much of his work an enthusiastic and somewhat
feverisgh chavacter not uniike thal which marked the primitive days of ths
Christian Chureh,

Sponer felt that the Protestant Reformation had not eomileted its
work, that the purification of doctrine meeded to be followed by the
sanctification of life, It is clesr that the conbroliing interest through-
cut was not religious, as with Imther, but moral, ot a man's relation to
God was the important thing, but his character ard ccnduct.s

Arvurd 1870, Svener instituted religicus meetings in hig home for
instruction and prayer, This conventicle subsequently developed into the
movement called Pietism, The immediate cause of these religlous meetings

in Spener's home, the soclsties of plety (coliegia pletatis), was the

religious indifference and dogmatigm of the statﬁa-quc. Real spirituality
wae abzent and Spener undertock the task of restoring spirituality to the
1ife of his congregabtion, Spener's preaching, as we said above, was
practical and stressed life rather than conbemporary doctrine, The mest-
ings in his home suprorbed his preachings; for a devobional study of the

Bible, prayer, and religious edification were scught after in these

“jrthur Cushman MeGiffert, Protestant Thought Before Kant (New Yorks
Charles Scribuer's Scm, 1922), p. 156,

STbid., p. 159,
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The primary object of the Pietisis, therefore; was to infuge o
Presh spirit of religious fervour, and to bring into use forme
of faith and worship betier ca_J.cumted to patisly the graving
for Imnerlichkeit (depth of amﬂ) in devotion and the desiye to
face the profounder questiocns which gather round religion.

Pletiem is nob a couplete retwrn to the original Lutheran position, but

it is a yeturn teo the religion of inuer expervisnce whieh occurg from tims
—.—-\_

S

to time in the bistory of the Christiazn Church,

In 1675 Spener wrote s preface teo an editicn of Arndb's serwmons,
which was issued separsibely a few months later under the title of Pia
Deglderia, and wap reed very widely, With its publication Speuner sprang

Y -

at once into prominence, and his influence began to bs felt thwoughout the

ountry, This publication of Spenecr'ts Pla Deplderdia in 1675 with its

attack on the contemporary Iatheran Church and a reform platform, was the
official lounching of a xew religicus movement, The book is in two paris,
a

i Spener, in itrue debate style, im the first part porirays the evil

)

conditions of the day-—religious indifference, absorgiion in scholasticg
theology, and the wide prevalence of izmorelity—and maintains the possi-
bility of better things, In the second part Spener ceis forth the netheds
tG be employed in effecting a reformation, This sescond pori contalins
vhat mzy be called the program of the pietistic movement, This program or
platform congists of five recomwendaitions,

Besides soxmons; Spener reccmmends, as his first recomuendation,
da.iiy Bible reuding in the families; public curscry reading of ihc Bible

with brisf swmardes; religious mecbings for mutual edification, where the

E‘L»Jili.z.am Cardwell Prout, "Spaner and the Theology of Pietism," The
Journal of Bible and Religiom, XV (Jamvary, 1947}, <&,
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leymen of the congregation wight give vbterance to their thoughis on
spirdtual matters, propose quesbloms on texbs from the Seripiures to be
angwered by the preschers or more advanced laymens the whole being under
the management and sucervision of the callied ministers, Bubt these con-
ferances vwere not in Sponer’s mind as meetings of the entive cungregatio
Hot the word of God itsell and its use, bubt the modes and methods of its
use and application, and chief among them a mszsure pot designed for the
enbire congregations or for those members who were most in need of |

-

spirvitual instruetion, bul for o select, advanced element within the con~-

*

gregution, en ecelesiola in séclegia, were even in this first recommenda-
i

tion forsmoot in Spensrtfs mind as he vomtenylisted a reformetion of the
clhureh, And thus we sre here agein confronted bty that enthusiastie,
fanatical tralt in Speoer's theology; the spirit of those who sesk to build
and spiritually benefit the church not simply by the word; in whalever
waner employed, nor chiefly by its public preaching through the Christian

ministry institubed Wy the Head of the church, bul by self-counirived

mneagures and metheds like the collegia pictatis introduced by Spensr and
imitoted by the pietists of his following, |

The second recommendation isg the eglablishment and diligen! exereise
of the gpiritusl priesthood, according to which it is every Chrigtiants duly
not only to offer up himself znd what is in him, preyer, thanksgiving, good
works, alms, cte., but also sedulously to study the word of the Lordy to
teach, admonish, ccnvert,. and edify others, especially those of his own
house, according to the grace given unto bimy to observe their life; to pray
for all of them snd take thought for their saivation agrording to his ability,

Again Spener's tendency toward singling out the pelect few asserts iitself.
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The third recommendation ig diligenily to inmecuicate the truth that
cm‘istia-:zﬁ.ty docs not congist in knowing but in doing, Spener might have
said that it is not a historical knowledge of credenda, but true and living
faith, which makes a Christian, But this is not what he says or means %o
say. What he would inculeate is mot faith, but love, "Espeeianlly,® he
says, "our desr Savior hus repeatedly comsended love as the true criterion
of discipleship,n?

The fourth recomuendation echcerns the proper conduct in réligicus
controverpies, Ee contends, first, that not all mamer of dispubation is
beneficial, but that only which is free from earnal affections; and,
secondly, that disputation, alsgo if rightly curried on, is uot the only way
and means of mainteining the truth,

The fifth relconmmndﬁ.tion ‘concerns the eduention of rreachsrs in schools
and univergities, Here S,;:em;r gays: "We are sc constiiuted that by example
as much is eifected in‘us' as by doetrine itself, and scmetimes even more, ¥’
For Spensr, our example is to him of equal importance with God's doctrine,
or oven more effiescilous than doctrine itself, Spensr closes his recom-
mendations for a betier mindstry with the insistence that preaching should
be simple and praciical.

Much of what Spener seid in his Ple Dégideria was emimently pertinent

and timely, evineing a deep concern for the welfare of the chureh, Bubt in
Justice to the church of those days two things must not be concealed, The
first is that Spener has unduly exaggerated when he nade such statements

ae thet the "spiritual estate®, the minisiry; was ®totally depraved? in

TuThe Malun Pletisticum in Spener's 'Pie Desideria’,” Theologieal
Quartexly, I {July, 1897), 267,

tbid., p. 299.
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nig da;)'.i} This wasg nohk true, Spensr himself being in evidence to the con-
trary together with hundreds of worbhy minigters among his conbtemporaries,
who with ali feithfuiness pevformed their ministerial duties, In the second
place we must besr in mind that whet Spener leid to the burden of the
chweeh was not szid or wnderstocd as with reference to congregations as we
have them in America today, bub with reference to the entire populations
off cities and gountry districts, to sceisty ab large, every member of which
wag in thoss days locked upon ag in comnection with the parich within the
territory in which he or she resided; and under the spiriitual care of the
pactor or pastors oif such territory or parishy What wowld the recoyd of
cur ¢ity congregations be if the religious life of the entive waurds within
which their ehurches are located were to be made the standurd whersby to

3

bhe splritual stabe of the congregations worshiping in thoge

(o)
th
o
i::.
et
i
-
<

chuirenes? That after the rawvages of the Thirty Years' War, when millions
nad been born and bad grown into menhood and womenhood without ever hawing
imowvm whal peace is, when wide territerics had been econcnically and
sogially and scelesinmstically devastubted-—-nol -once, bub repeatedly, not

for months, but fov years and decadeg of yearg--there should siill be a

Ivtheran Courch mimistered to hy thousands of orthodox preachers wes itself

»

testimonial of the powerful hold which the Gospel of Christ had obtalnped
upon bthe masses of the people in eaxlier days of greater prosperity, And
besides ,' those very yesrs and decadesg of incessant warfare with its unbold
niserics had yielded a harvest of theclogiecal produce so rich and multiform,
that the sge of Pletism can in no wise offer an equivalent,; FPilotistie

3

theology has nothing to boast of which will outweiglr such works as those

o
“Ibid., p. 288,
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Leyser; Gerhard, Quenstedy, Balduin, Calov, Huclsamann, Meisner,
8. Selmid, Darmbauer, and others, scme of whom had been Spencr's teachers
in theology.

But Spener had yielded to other influences., Ho had been al Basel
awl Geneva, and that climate had impaired his theologicel health, In a
letter vritten from Geneva he praises the organization of the Refoirmed
chirel, and lobadie so impresced him that he transiated the menuel de
prigre of that entbusiost inbo German, Here his distaste for veligious

controversies and his inclinstion toward new measures were cugendered,

Speoner,; it must be sald; was not thoroughly and cunsistently loyal o the
Inthercn Church, Though hes was not conpcious of baving in any point of
docirine devisted from the Iutheran Symbels, and for himself would con~

timia to recelve and maintsin them bécause they are in harmony with the

word of God, woald

1wt condemn the practice of permitiing a subscription

of the Confessions as far as’ thoy sgreed with the divine word, He sould
never be preveiled upon bo ropudiste such writings as those of the wayward
ghosmeleer, Jacob Boehme, the ranting chiliasy Petersen, and other fanatice
of like or similar sitripe; and Ghe biltier enemy of all crihodoxy snd
vanegyrist of the hereties of all ages, Gotifried frmold, was his "deaw
brother 'Y ihile he has not a word of conpluint for the fanatiecal,
rationalistic, and synerctistic leaven which had been or was belng smug-
gled into the Iutheran Chureh, he speaks of the needfulness of a reforma-
tion in the Ifudtheran mindlstry and complains loudly of the undue ueigh't.

inid upon religlous conbroversics apnd of the theological subitlsties which

™

4C1pid., p. 291.
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be sebe down as “woody bey, and stubble® built upon the fundemcnt of
faith, M
But it ie net by chance that the father of Plebism should laud and
recommend another perversion of Christianity. Pictism is also a species
of gelfishness, though not in the mapner ond degree of thet isolated plety
of the recluse shaped after the model of Thomas o Kempis, The pistist

looked ebout for those whe, like himself, asplred to a more exguisite fora

of godliness than that abtained by the crowd, the common Christian living

on the common fove of the congregation ag offered forth in the sermons of
puiblic worship by the gumron preaghers; he craved for edificabicn of a
more eungonial stemp, bearing the imprint of an seclesiola, the enjoyment

¢f which wap an atvanbage and precvogetive of a spiritual nobility of

valeh wve bave found various indicetions in the Pio Desideriz., The animg
of the Fletlist was nob go much to draw and elevabe the masses of Ghristians

o his own superiop level or what he considered such, but rather to come
out of the throng and withdraw with the jreferred fow to ths irivagy and

seclugion of the collegium pictatis with its peculiar methods and means of

spixitual advancement and enjoyment, Flebiem is here sgain what it is
above, enbhusiaam, substituting plety, and net a scund, wholescme, God-
given, bul an unscund; self-wade ploty, for the word and sacraments, the
seens of grage enbrusted ¢ the ehurch at large and vo every local con-
gregation for the gonversion of simners, the upbuilding of the church, and
the edification of all its members, And thug the progress Iram Pietdsm to
Rationalisn weg but & shifting fron one form of enthusiasm to another,

from emobtioval to intellectual enblmsiasm, It was not ab all by chance

u‘ﬁid., Pq 2910
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that the snme orbhodox Losscher who had written the Timctheus Verimis

against Pistism ghould have to ralse his warning voice egainst the theclo-

gizing philosoply of Leibnitz and Wolff in his papers entitl Guo
ruitis?, "Whither are ye rushing," and that; what had been the chisf

stronghold of Pietism, Halle, should bo turned into the flz‘q’r aironghold
of rationalistic theology in Germany,

Spener was the prophobt, the father-confessory; of the Pietistic move-
ment, but he lacked ithose qualities which Wesley poceessd in & pre-eminent

3+

degree—ensrgy, ag

regsivensss, ant adudinistrative talent, Theese defici-

encicg in Gpenerts characlter found extroordinary expression in the

pallty of Franckes Spener and Francke togsbher were to Plebism what
{eeley was to Methodismq

Hext te Spenery Framcks wos the chief respresenmtalive of the Pistist
movenent, which, notwithstanding all ils one-sidednesses first awakened
within and boyond the Lubheren Chwrch the fresh spirvitual life; which be-
cime the mother—woab of & true wmissionary vitality. As the founder of the
cryhanage ab Hulle, Frencke enjoyed a vepubation far beyond Germsny, and
exereiged & vast influencs upon the living Christians o: hig time, Francke
wes also a most gifted teucher, In those who game in nsar condtact with him
he gtirred & spirit of sbsolute devolicn %o divine ssrvice, such as he him-
gelf possesced in highest weasuwrs and which nade them ready ¢ go siywhere
where there was need of them,

Reacting to the stendardized, scholastie theclogy develorsd by the
Imtheran crthodexy of the sixbesmth and seventsenth centurics, Pietism
developed a religion which stressed the need of enthusiasm, which arcuged .-

the ewotions rather than the intellect, and which depended more on imtuiticn
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than on the rational sense. "Our aim," sald Francke, "must be not to build

up seientia but rather to arouse the congcientia."l® Pietists emphasized

enthusiasm in prayer, enthusiasm in service, enthusissm in all the relations
both of God and man and of man and man, The language of their sermons and
homilies was full of wordp and expregsions which aimed to arcuse the imagina-
tion and feelings of their hearers or readers. UJust as a drunkard begomes
full of wine, so must the congregabicn become f£illed with spirit," declared
Theophilus Grossgebaver, "The scimons must be delivered with the mosd
ardent zeal, The words yust be fire and flemes," This zeal, this inflamed
enthusiaam, moreover, must be kept constantly at a high piteh of excitement,

Just as a fire gocs ocut when it is not continually fed, just as

hot water cools if it is not standing on fire, just as the clock

remaing still if it is not wound, so our spirits too, even

though once made warm by God, inflamed and set going, yst must

always and dally be inflamed anew,udd

Stress on fesling and on a more imward expsrience of religicus senti-
ment went hand in hend with a strong doubt, and even disparagement, of the
powers of human reason, Feeling, intuition, and revelation, all were
necessary because human veason in itself is insufficient and impobent to
fathom the desper underlying problems of human destiny., "With mere instru-
ments of reason,® dec‘_'a.fed Bogatsky, "we cannot meet the powers of darkness
and unbelief, They are mere straw tools, nld  Thig supreme irraticnalism
is iully developed in the Hexlzonsreligion of Zinzendorf. He who

wishes to comprehend God with his wind,® wrote Zinzendorf, "becomss an

mxoppel S. Pinson, "Pietilsm--A Source of German Naticnalism, *
Christendor A Quarterly Review, I (Winter, 1956), 271.

183pid., p. 272.
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athelst."? These tendencies—the exaltation of enthusiasm, fecling, and
intonsity of ewobionel response, end the groving tendency to turn awey from
reason as Tthe gulding zrinciple of exisbence--permeate German 1ife and
thovght during the eightesnth centuxy. . The irreticnalism and anti-
inteliectualiam spread by Pietiem and the other tendency of Pictism, the

sbressing of enthusiasm, ones poursd forth in their prayers and sermons,
Hesults

Fletiam first gave expression to the novel idea of individualism,
Tutheran erthedoxy of the posb~Refomation period crushed in the well of
individuslism which had been cpened up by Luther, It came to be most
hostile to all expressions of individuslity and freedom, The Syrbolieal
Beoks were set up ag the fin=l and indubitsble aubhorit ies. Hdueation and
socicty became rigidly mechanized, (Agzinst this mechanization the Pietist
novement reacted, attempbing to free man from the dogmatic burden and durn
hin boward his imner self., Pletism reaffirmed emphatieally the Protestamt
tendency that the individual, released from all exbternsl means of salve-
tion end from being bound by a firm ghurch crganization, should find his
pergonal relationship o God in his own selfy, Pictism broke down the
rigld distinctions between the prisstly and lay climsses, Fach individual,
gven = lgymen, cculd come inte direet and immediate relutionshiy with
God. Not only the clevrgy, bubt all Chrisiians without distincticn of old
or young, uan or woman, slave or freeman, were spiritual yrdests,

Becouse of the enthugiastic trait of Piebism, it looked aboul for

151pid,, p. 272,
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substitutes for thaet by whigh alone God has promised to work whalever His
pover and grace would bring about in the hearts of men towaxd thelr salve-
tion, the word of Ged. Amd thus it was not by accident that the Pietistie
movement has led to a multitude of fanatical excesses, not inmbended, of
gourse, Wy Spener and other leaders, but noturally growing as fanstical
fruite Irom an enthusiastic tres,

From Froncke's time onward, missions were no longer regardsd merely

duty of cclonial governmments, bub as a congern of believing Christendom,

¢
2]
M

hot individuel volunteryism (freewillinghood) was imvolved in them, and

<5

that this velunteryism was nade active in furnishing means for their support.

The noxrovmess of Pietism was o gafeguard sgainst the mediaeval srreor
of external conversions in masses; it led evangelical mi & back %o

apostolic lines, and bred them to a healthy Christian development ocut of

nzyrrovnese into breadih,
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by it throughout the University. The title we

CHAPTER IIX
E'ﬂ:f[l HG»LL |.1,L'I
Definition

The pame of "MethodistsY wes given to a litile group of friends at

Cxfiord before John Wesley canre theve, A young genbleman of Christ Chureh,

sbruck with the exact regularity of their lives and studies, said; "Hepe
is a new cect of Methodisbts sprung wp.® The nsme "HMethodist® was quaint,

gnd nct inappropriate, The mewbers of the 1itils Society were soon kmown

.

5 nob naw, It was used to

n\

- -

deseribe an ancient gechool of uhystc;::n« who thought that all diseases

might be cured by & specific method ¢f dlet and exereise. In 1889, there

is o reference in a sermon preached at Lambeth te "plain packstaff Mstho-

o

%

dists," who despised all whetoerice Aboub forby years before it found its
most famous applleation vhen it wae given to Dr. Williams and other Nom-
snformist divines bto deseribe thelix wiews on The method of mants

justification before (Gad, "Wethodist? was not the only nzme given fo
thig Society at Cxford. The Reforming Club, the Godly Club, the Holy
Glub, Secramentarians, Bible Mcths, Superercgation Men; and T}.mr;fi:-.acts
were 21l in use, John Wegloy was called the Curator, or Fathor of the
Holy Givb.*

Io this thesis the term "Methodism® will serve as the designation of

that religicus revival in Bngland whieh justly élaims John Wesley we ils

founder and which eventually developed ilnto a 's»eparéte Chureh.

PI—"n 58 fq

L yohn Tg.lfm’ The Life of Jobn Weslgy (New York: Haton & Mains, m.c.),

.”’




@ 3
e

Background

Ths ruling purpose of the greal revival was that the lifeless formal

1 of the bime was a sad contrast to that religion of love, the love
of God and all mankind, which John and Charles Wesley had found,

The year that saw the dawn of the Revival was 1738, Oxford Methodism
geve its name to the new movement, bub it lnew little aboul the righteous-

o

negs of faith vhich the friends of the Socieby had at last stlained, For
(zford Methodism had no such message to deliver, and without such a message
there could have been no revival,

Englend was in a terrible conditicn when Methodism sppeared, It was
an unbapry age of irreligion and libertinism,; There was a coarseness of

tongue, Bub more sericus than the prevalling coarscness of tone was the

&

well-nigh universsl passion for gewbling which had reached its height (g
during this epoeh, Agaln, theve has perhaps been no period in Engliish
higbory when drunkenness was so conmon in every class of sceiety. The
rapid increage in gin drinking was & facht of the greatest importance in

the history of the century., Gin drinking threatened to change the character
of the nation, The English are naturally a kindly race, but under the
influence of gin drinking they were rapidly becoming cruel,

Through this period erime contimmed te increase in s;ite of savage
laws, OCrimes of violence predominated, Neither the eriminal nor _the
criminal code had any respecht for the sanclity of humen life, In those
days, there were ne less than one hundred and sixty offenses which were
explated on the galilows,.

The bishops as a whole were sadly out of touch with the problems of




their age, They never mixed with the people, seldom presched before
popular assembliss, and associubted almost exclusively with the upper
elasses; with the mea of letters and learning. From time to time they
emerged from thelr palaces to conduct a ceremonial confirmstion tour,

But They never troubled themselves with any plans for improving the con-

hordes who never ceme inside a churgh,
The lessger clergy followed the eplscopal lead. Religion was repre-
sented as essentially rational, Christiandiy was justified on prudential

rounds, Honesby was the best policy, Christianity paid good dividends

]

both in this world and in the next. There was a universal hatred of
Yenthuglasm' which was partly due Lo a reaction from Puritanism, In
Wegleyts time it was always used in a hostile sense as a misconceit of
inspiration, that is, as o false claim to be inspired, The enthusiast was
2 man who rejected tradition and the autherity of the Church, and who
clzimed to be the chamnel for divinply-iuspired messages. Enthusgiasnm was
often associated with loose morals and indifference to the comvenbional
standards of society, It is therefore easy to undergtand Wesley's indigna-
tion on belng accused of enthusgiasm,

R. ¥nox in his book /Enthusissm" gays that at tizis time the stage was
badly set for enthusiasm, implying, of course, that Wesley was an
enthusiast, The French preachers had made no good name for ﬁhemselves,
and they ware still active vhen Methodism bogan., The Meravians, guite
reascnably connected with Wesley in the public mind, were scon 1o be the
talk of the town through Zinzendorf’s egcentricities., Then Wesley's

preaching begins, and what the world hears (for the world only hoars what
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news-value) is that the sudience on such occasions is apt to £f2l1
dowa in & it and lie screaming on the ground; it hears of George Bell,

With a positivensss exceeding thot

o

¥ the Camiserds bthemselves, ennouneing
the exact day of lhe ensuing wmonth on which the world will come o an
end, and being treated by meny of his fellow Mebthodlsts ag an orscle.

Tt mey be the fate of anmy entlmsiastic movement to produce o dig-

concerting backwash, Those religious people who react against it find

thenselves in alliance with the worldy; sund from rubbing shoulders with
the world offen scquire s characiter of worldliness,

£y

Mothodism had, in realily, Uwo distinet enemies, On one gide was the
world, On the other side you have the clorgy of Wesley's day; many of
thenm, refusing him the use of their pulpits; sometimes, with much less
gxeuse, denying conwunion Lo his adberents, Frequently, the mobs which
attacked Wesley or his lleutenants had besn given a piain bhint Irom the
pulplt that their cab-calls would be doing God service.

Those persccuticns demanded ol the early Methodists all the fimz'mss
of gonfesgors; The ill-wishers who set on the press-gangs, not once but
often, to reund up the lay preachers as baving no visible weans of sub-
sivtence,; the busybociss who gut it about eVery vwhere that Wesley was in
lesgue with the Pretender, can expest no genble verdiet from posberity.
Throughout this period there was & great deal of mob viclsuce and bearing

¢ false wiiness,

Vany years belors Wesley opened his campaign, new life had been
brought intc the Churceh of England by the "Religious Sceleties.” Wesley
no doubt hoped that the Methodist Societies would be equally successful

in reviving the spirit of religion within the Church of England.
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Wesley desrly loved the Church of Englend, and when he varied
frem her at all in practice--in doctrine, he never knowingly

varied from her—it was beceuse he thought he was justified in
8¢ doing by the customs of primitive btimes.

Ieading Exponents in the Rise of Methodisnm

John Wesley, the founder of lMethedism, was born at Epworth Parsonage
on June 17, 1705, He was the fifteenth of ninclteen children, His parents
wero Samuel and Susenns Weslsy, He was descended from a long line of-

g lish gentry and clergynen, The highest education and the bset breeding
bad been enjoyed by both sides of the house for many generaiions,

The VWesleys were familiar with poverity. Mrs. Wesley'ls first care
was Lo teach her children obedience. Religious tralning begen us ecarly
as poscible, Mrs. Wesley herself teaching the children as socn as they
were Tive yeaxrs cld, Such was the effect of ine religicusiraining on
Jonn that his father adnitted him to the Communion when he was only eight
years old.5 On Februaxy ¢, 1708, vwhen John was only five and o half years
cld, he was mivaculously saved when fire burned the Rectory.

Cn Jamuary £8, 1714, Wesley was nominated on the foundation of Charter-
house and that was the school he attended, After thab he was elected to
Christ Church, which he entered om June R4, 17:0, Thus Wesley entered
Oxford University in June, 1720, a weeck after his seventeemth birthday,
and spent his undergraduate days at Christ Church, Wesley's health during

his first years &t college was far from vigorous, He wae also apparently

*grnold Iunn, John Wesley (Binghampton, H. Y.: ' Vail-Ballou Pregs, Inc.,
041929}, pe 1714

Spelford, op. cit., p. 20.
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in a chwonic gltate of Linancial eonbarrcassment,
Wealey was ordeined deacon in Christ Church Cathedral on Sunday,
September 19, 1725, by Br. Fobter, then Bishop of Oxford, who aiso adaitted
him to pricgbis orders in the same place on Septembur 22, 1728, On
Maren 17, 1728, Weeley wes wnanimously elected Fellow of Linecln College
and was winitied March Z8, He took his Master of Acvte degres on
Februaxy l4, 1747, From August 4, 1727, till November 1729 he acted as
his father's gurate, helping m:.r'ly at Wroobe, Wesley's work at Wroote
hac not muech mnediate fruit, IU is ineluded in his description,

From the year 17285 to 17249 T preached much, bub & no fruid

of ny labor, Indeed, it oot i.d uy-t. be that T.should; for I

nelther laid the i‘c'm dzbion Of re) anuanco, nor of bc.‘.:x.a.v:t.ng

tha Gospel; taking it for granted that all to whom I prea.chﬁd'.\
wers n'*lmvcz’s, end that moay of them needed no repentance.”

"“.:S

Jobn Wesley's life at Wroote was he only expericnce ha had zs an inglish
verish clergyman,

Wesley returned to nfard om November 22, 1728, to become the bead
of the Mebhodist movement in the Unive reity, This Iittle Sceiety was made
up of four membere, two of whom of courss were Jokn and Chax;lrss Wesley,
The other two pembers were William Morgan and Robert Kirkham, The Geford
Mothodists corefully scught bto order their lives, They studied to de the
#will of God in all thinge, to pray with fervour, to use ejaculotions or
bourly prayers for humility, faith, hope, love, end the particular wvirtue
they set thenselves Lo sesk each doy, Up to the .,.é th of Auguat, 1750, they
had quietly pursued their studies and their devot.inml exercises, doing all

the good that lay in their pover, Afier that day they embered upon thab

4
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work of charity which was to bear sush blossed fruit, Mr, Morgan led the
way, They visited and tovght the priscnurs in the Castle, Then they

started vigiting the sick, They resolved {0 spend an hour or two a week

(5}

in looking after the gick, provided thzt the minlster of the purich in
witleh any of these lived should nob be opposed to it,

On Qotober w.'i., 1765, John and CLJI"O:: Wesloy smiled for Georgia, John

Wesiey's motives in accepbing this mission were a gincere desire to work
out hig own salvation end a longing to preach Christ to the Indisns, After

& bried time of preaching at Fredeviea with no success, Wesley's labors wers
coniined o Savannah, He had logs prospect than ever of preaching to the
Indiang, for which purpcose alone he had gone to America, Up to the: time
when Wesley repellied Mrs. Williamson frum the Communion he had worked in
Bovanozh with great success, Bub all was changed by this falihful exercise
ol diseipline, He was brought hefors a ';r:nd j{wy and vhen it begame clear
that he would not Pe allowsd to justify himself, Wesley left for England,
That was on December £, 1737,
\fter arriving in BEngland, he caught his first glimpse of English

life afier his absence in America, and of the need for a greoab revival of

true religion in his mstive land. He now met and bscame acquainted with

Peber Bbhler and other Morevians from Herrnhuth and learned what they
_,—-—-————-—‘

‘believed. On Mey 1, 1708, the Wesleys and their friends in London, acting

on the advice of Feter Bohler, had formed a little religiocus Sceiety. They
were Lo meet together every week to confess their faulis and pray for ome
ancther, The Wesley's were no shrangers to the bleseing of religiocus
fellowship, The Oxford Methodists had found that the only way in which

they could keep alive their zeal and epirituality wes to mest frequently
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together, Wesley says the first vise of Methodism was at Oxford in

Hovembey 172¢, when four riends met together, as we said above; the second

£

at Sevemnah in April, 1756, vhen twenty or thirty met at his house; the
third when this Sociebty in Jondon was formed with ten members.5 hoyvay,
the determining influence on John Wesley cams from German Fietism through
0is association with thase Moravians in Londcn.s Undexr their infiuence he
aseed through a religicus experience at 8345 P, M, on Wednesday, May 2
1738, wixich be alweys referred o afterwards as his evnversion, although
he nad aer dy been for gome years an ordained ¢lergyman of uneommon plety
and devoutness, For Wesley, this event meant s transfer of emphasis from
baptism to conversion, from the Clurch as en institubion to the personal
religious experience of the individual Christian, It meant aisgo a reburn
te the genuine but practically forgotien Reformabion platform of e present
salvation by feith alome, through grace, and not through works, This was
the birth of Foglish evengelicalism, and the beginning of the great
evangelical revival, for the preaching of Wesley's new-found gospel followed
ag & mabler of course, After hiz religious experience, Wesley began to
believe in insbantensous conversions, His visit to the Moravian setilement
of Herromhuth, on the borders of Bohemia , in 1788, gave hin cenfidence im
the teaching by which be had gained psace of mind and h,a.rt, or there he
found meny living witnesses to the realily of saving faith,

This is clearly brought out by Wesley's statement, "No Seripture can

“Tbide, De 147,

prthur Cushuan McGiffert Protestant Thought Before Xant (New Yorks
Charles Seribnerts Sons, 182 ) s Py ks
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mean that God is not love."? In other words, Seripture must be imberpreted
by personsl experiencs, The final touchgbone of truth iz the imner witness,
The keynote to Wesley's religicus experience was the discovery that God is
love, and anything which cocatradicted that discovery must be falsé. (To
meke personal experience the vouchstons of dogma comes perilously neazj :bha'b
enthugiscm which Wegley condemned. Bub in one sense, al least, most religious
people are enbhugiagts, They may take their official belief from the Church,

but the beliefs which give reality to their inuer life are based on perscmal

After his return to Dngland Wesleyts views were changed when the
ministecs refused teo let him preagh in their churches, At first Wesley did
not care much for the idem of fisld preaching, but since he was shut out of
the churches he didnt't hove ruech choice, Te a friend who chavged him with
invading other men's parishes and meddiing with souls that did not belong %o
him, Wesley replied in a letier vhich conbaired the famous phrase,

I look upon the world as my parishb; God in Scripture comsands me
ea.cuordlng to wy power to instruct the ignoramt, reform The wicked,
confiym the virtuous, Mzn forbids me tc do this in ancther's
parichy that is, in effech to de it at ally seeing that I have now
ne parish of my own, nor probably ever shall, Whom then ghall I
hear; God or Mam, . ., ? I lock upon the world as my parish; thus
far, I mean, that in vhatever part of it I amy; I judge it meet,
right, and my bounden duty to declare umtc all thet are willing o
hear t.he glad tidings of salvation,

Cn April 17, 1739, John Wesley was in Bristol; not preaching but con-
ducting a sort of Bible class, He expounded the fourth chapter of Acts,

and Thens

7Tamn, op. git., pe 157,
®Ibid., pe 154,
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¥e called upon God to coniirm his word, Dmediately one that
stood by (Lo our no small surprise) cried out aloud, with ths
utmoegl vehemence, even as in the agonies. of death, Bub we
continued in prayer, till a new scxg was pubt in her mouth, . &
Socon after two other persors.. . ..were seized with strong paing
and constrained Yo roar for tne aisguietness of their heaxt,
But it wes nov long befove they likewlse bupt forth into preise
to God their Savicr, Ths lash who called upon God as cub of
the belly of hesl was I, B., & stranger in Bristol, A:ud in a
short space he also was overwholmed with joy and love,"?

The Methedist peroxyems, although thsy are usually referred to as if they
sbarted on the cccesion named, began in fact not at Bristol, but in Londen,
Three monthe before vhen Wesley was expourding in the Minories; a well-
dressed women sudde enly eried out as in the agonies of dezth, little more

than o week after Bristol, during a sermon at Newgate (Bristol),

one, and aascther, and ancther sunk to the esyth; they dropred on
avery side as tlunderstruck, The same thing baprened in the
Ve nina;; almost before we called upon him (Christ) to zet his
paie \LL, hb angwe eli;
it will be noticed that by now o deliberate prayer-technique is used for

- g o 1
the evogation of the :;ympte)ms."ﬁ
There is & ery, or a roar; usually (noh elweys) the afflicted
porson drops to the ground; you can see thah he or she is some- -
thing in the position of the demonise healed afier the Trans-
figuration; Satan is letting his prey go, with nm. utnost
relucgtance. The hystanders fall to prayer. « . ot
Hore comuonly, bthe Wesleyan manifestations were dismigsed as coming under
one or another of two hesads-~Junacy or kysteria, There is no doubt that
some of theze cases of comvulsions of body and mind were impostures, But

when all deductions have been made, many of the earlier cases are still

unacecunted for, No explansticn mects those cases save that which aseribes

%R, 4. Knox, Bubbusiagn (Oxfords Clarenden Fress, 1950), pp. 520 f.
UTbid., p. 5RL.
Lthid., p. 524,
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them to intense comvietion of sin: This bas ofien been known to throw bhody
and mind into an agony of distress,

ixyone who studied E-Iasley's relation Lo hie Socleties will socﬁ zee

how resolutely he set himself to grapprle with the vices of hipg day, Wherever
Methodism was planted it contributed in no small degree to a general reforma-
tion of manners, It ma e menbers butucr citizens, zwi vaifsed the whole
standard of movality, MNeo truce was ever made with sin, If is easy to quote
primitive precedent for the dist-incti’é'e features of the Quarterly Meectings
of thege Soceleties, At these Yeetings, Wesley distributed tickets, which

e comperes to the commendabory leblers mentioned ty the apostles, to members
/S
Va

whai he wished to rebain in the Sceieties,/ Wesley seys of these tickebss

These supplied us with a .1'u...c.. and incffensive methed of removing

any dis :n*d srly member, He has no new ticket at the guarterly

vigitation (for sc C“f"t“l't. Ghe tickete are changsd), and therehy.

it is ivmedistely known that he is mo longer of the community.™
Thege tigkets were much prized, Methodisty often left instructions that
their tickets ghould be buried with bhem, but more cften they were handed
dewn from father tc son, and a series of tickels proving a long comnection
with the Methodist Societies vas Tweasured,

A brief sk vuah of the Mebhodish Gonstitution.ié necepsary in ordar o
eprreciate Wesley's adwinisbrative genius, The or 1gim1 Fetiter lans
Society was divided inbo bands, Each band-cc»mi-stéd of not fewer than
five, por more thsn ten persoms, who met weekly to confess their faulis one
to znother and to prey for one another that they may be healed, I is
important to dié’bingwish between the bands and the classes, a distingtion

vhich is 1ot always made very elear in Methodist writings, Long after the

121;.mn, Op._ eibey P 172,
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class meetings had become an indegral part of Msthodism, the bBends remained
a disbinet insbitution, They ccnstituled an imner ring, an exclusive order
of vwery devout Mobhodiste., They were the Irvcensides on whon Vesley relied
in a oripis, He made the mewbers of the bands hip counsellore, and he vas
accugbomed to bring difficult cages befors them for comsidevation, In 1744,
he Methedisbts were arranged in the following groupsy United Societiee;,

Bands, Seleet Bocleties, and

=

Penitents, The United Socleties was the

lorgest and least seloct group, for it mevely consisted of "awakened persons,”

he Bands were more selech; sxnd the Select Sccietiss, as its uame implies;

were really extremely exclusive, Finally, there were the Penitents, whko

had made shiywreck of their fLedibh, But whereas the bands were composed of
the elect, overy member of a Methodict Soeiety normally belonged to a elags,
and the Claose Mseling is an instancs of Wesley's quickness to recognize the
iotent tecbleal possibilitics of svery suggestion which was brought before
him,

Feburary 15, 174¢, is en importent date in the history of Methodi

re d.\@..'t',', b’ ...f‘? 8 an 3.1:.;1‘04. LANe JRGE 150 il Sll\':i...} QL ehio m'

On thet day, e HMesting wes held in Bristol to discuss the besi methed of

liquidating the debt on the Meeting House, A certain Captein Poy; one of

the many sen~going capbains in the Society of Bristol; suggested that
every mexber of the Soclety should genbtaibute o penny a week, It was
objected thet many of the nembers were too poor to afford a weckly con-
tribution, True,” replied Captain Foy, “then put ten or twelve of them
to me., Let each of these give what they con weekly andl will supply what
is warbing,"9 The Captaints proposal was accepted, It was agresd to

divide the Bristol Society into clagses and to appeinmt in each class &
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leader to collect the weekly contwribubtions and to hand them over to the

slevards, Wesley appointed the leeders, and assigned to each of them a

V4
/

elzass of about twelve members., ( he penny ccllection for the relisf of the
peor was already in existence, and sz Mr, Simen poinis outb,

The novel feature of the capbain's puggzestion is iis recognition
of the principle that; in the Methodist Seciely, the richer
menberg should make up the doficiency in a common fund which
arises from the inability of the poorer members te contribube

to 1ts That principle still governs the whole system of Methodist

finance ;1'-

begides solving the financial problem st Brisbol, &Shortly after the

in'as scheme had been adcpied; one of the ¢lass leaders reported to

.

Wesley thal he had discovered a member of his class, on whom he had called

for a contribution; "in drink;® It flashed scross Wecley'!s mind that there

-l
-

as yet ancther role for the class leader. He could wateh over the souls
of hig brethren; while exiracting peunies from their pockets., He could
encourage the faimb-hearted; admonish the backsiiders, snd report the ime
penitents to Wesley. Wesley, himselfl was nc longer able to support the
enbire pastoral gsre of the Societies, It was a gtroke of gem.us o tmﬁs—-
form the clage leaders inte a lay pa.storaﬁe, The experiment proved
succesaful and thengeforward the class leaders became an integral part of
the Methodist constitution., Before long, the ¢lags lsaders discovered thai
it wam well-nigh impossible to pay twelve weekly visits to the twelwve
mepbers of their class, Difficuliies often avose because masters or
mistresses, relatives or parents hosgtile to the Methodists prevented the

invagion of their houpeheolds ly the class leaders, .It was therefore degided

lé-"lb_j‘_-_gng Pp 174.
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that class members should meeb together for en hour twice & week, The
olags leaders werc cxpecbed Lo presewt a report every three months to
Yesley on the epiritual condivion of the cluss members appointed to their
pare, Ib is not difficult to wnderstand the success of the class meetings,
¥an ie a social amimal, Those who have never lacked friends will not find
it eagy %o realize the lonelivness of our great cities, and the Methodists
deserved Lo susceed bescause they pub inbo practice the Christian ideal of
brotvherliness, They soughv out the friendiess and befriended them, The
clogs meebing was, in effech, a club, a Travellers! Club whose merbers met
twice o week to compare notes, and to exchange experiences in their
spiritusl progress tovards the New Jerusalem, Lonsly folk for whom nobody
cared, were invited, nay urged, to talk aboub their souls. Cen cne wonder
that the class meoting succeeded,; for it,:'{exploited the most universal, and

j
who most human of fallings—-vanity. ’

If Methodisnm owes much of its suecess to the class meetings, it owes
its very existence to the insbitubtion of the lay preacher. The three names :
that head the list of Wesley's lay preachers are John Cennick, Joseph
Huephreys, and Thomsp Maxfield, WVesley says, "Joseph Humphreys was the
first lay-preacher thal assisted me in England, in the year 1‘?58."15 The
growth of Methodisn rendered it necessary to previde a gystematic arrange-—
ment of eircuiis and to appoint & preacher for sach, Ivery lay preacher
had to begin as a VYlocal! before he was permitied to be an "itineremb,®
The preacheér who 'superintended the whol of & circult was called the Superin-
tendent, The temporal affairs of these Socleties were managed by Stewards,
The officers of the Societies were the Ministers, Assistents, Stewards,

15‘1‘&3_{‘03:6., ops eib.; p. 214,



85

Leaders of the Bondsy Leaders of iic Classes, Visitors of the Sick, School-
masters, and Housckeepers, Wesley soon realized that it was necessary to
provide & governing body for the seattered Societies. FHe intended, during
his lifetime, to comiwrol any governing body he might find it necessary to
create, and unless some such organization was called into existence, the
Socleties, as Wesley foresaw, could hafdly survive his death, The Anauel
Conference, which is still the supreme governing beody of Methodism, first
mel on June 25, 1744,

Vesley belicved in unity of command; the unity, of course, being John
Uegley, IL would be idle to deny that he was an autcerat, Wesley did not

digdain advice, bui he was oo clear-headed %o pretend that he believed in

lemoeratic control, He did nobt make the mistake of pubiing Methodism on a
democyatic basis, which is one of the many reasons why Methodism has suc~-
cecded, Wesleyis politics might fairly be described as ultraconservative,
He did not 1.mdar.é‘i:am1 {the meaning of demogracgy. It is true thal he urged
the rich to give all they could, but he did not inecite the poor to take all
they could, He was nover tired of extolling the importance of good eitizen-
ship, the viritues of vhich ave definitely fostered by the kind of religion
in which Wesley belisved. Wesley distrusted mysticism, chiefly bscause the
mystic was an ungociable person only goncerned to save his own soul, He
never forgov a rewark made to him in his Oxford days: "You cannot serve
God alone, You mmst, therefors, find companions or make them, The Bible /
knows nothing of golitavy *;"e\Zl.:i.gimfx.'"16

To, join the Sccicties all that was necessary was a desire for salvation,

To remain a member of the Sccieties; all that was necessary was a high

lam, ‘92& _g‘j.:;t_n’ P. 285.
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gtandard of persomal conduct, Wesley imposed an ethical, bub not & doctrinal
tesh, Methodism was e pergonnl and experimentzl religion, ILife and experi-
ment mast gome Lirst, The philosophy of a religion must be deduced from
experience, Wesley was always testing and reshaping his creed in congruity
with the practical requirements of the evangelicsl missgion field,

Fo man was so familiae with the English mobsg of his day as John Vesley,
In almost every place he visited epposgition was sooner or later stirred up
ageinst bhe degpised Msthedists. In these cnsounters with the mobs and
others who trisd 4o interruph his presching, Wesley was usually vietoricus,
Gradually the mobs began te leave him glone, He hed God and the law on his
alde,

Yegley did a great deal of traveling and was very concerned abcut bsing
prouph at @ll times, Vherever he went, on foob or on horseback; in coach or
in sailing vessel; he vas a plessant companion, who generally won all hearts,
and never lost en opporbunity of deing good,

On February £8; 1784, Wesley execubed his Deed of Declaration,/which
nas been gelled the Magna Charta of }-iethqdism; The ast of the ma.jérity wes
to bind all, A legal cozmtiﬁﬁi;.icnr was now given to the Confercnce.

| The destitute condition of his American Societies at lemgth drove
Yesley to meke provision for the adminisiration of the Sacraments Jy ovrdain-
o aﬁristars. Soon after his yebwrn to England from America, Wesley had a
new idea on apostolic suvcessicn--"bishope and presbyters are (essentially)
of one order, and originally every Christian congrogation was a Church

independent of all others. "¢ From this position Wesley never withdrew,
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John S-ies;ey replied to his brotherfs fears e.bput the ordinstions for Amerieca
in 1784y I firmly believe I am a Sceripbural ep iskopos, as mich as any man
in England or in Burope; for the uninterrupbed succeseion I know te be a

.,

{able; which no man ever did or cen prove. " " Four years before he had ex-

4.'\

pressed his conviction that he hed as mueh right to ordain as to administer
the Sacrament, Other ordinations to the ordinery work of the ministry in
Jmerica, -Scotland, and cven in England fcllox—red.h
The Wegleys bad done all they could to h'}.n-d. their Societics to the
Chvrch urging them to taoke communion there. A an early date, however,
Wegley was compelled to administer the Lord!s Supper to his own people in
London and Bristol, Charles was the first 4o do this on Apedl 12, 1741, in
Fingewocd Scheoolrown, Although Wesley never wanted to separate from the
Chrech of England, his Deed of Declarxation, his cordimations, and the licsens-
ing of his chapels and preachers wnder the provisicns of the Toleration Act
show that he was move careiul for the combtimiance of the work than for any
formal ccmnection with the Church of Eagland. Wesley took all possible care
that Methodism sghould not perish with his death, However, Wesley's death
removed the.last barricr to complete independence, and it wasn't long afier
hig death that the Methodists separated from the Church of England, Wesley
died on Wednesday, Mewrch 2, 1701, at the age of 88,
From the fivet Vesley sirikes one as a man detexmined to forge a weapon,

It wag not encugh Lo be an evangelist; he must create and organize a move-
merty, Wesley was & man with strength of will, the power of resiguation,
bireless energy, generosity of naturey stern prineiples, snd a conviction of

the one thing needful, He always read whils he rode horseback te preach
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some place,

When Yesley died he left behind him a powerful religious bedy, Anglican
in its inspiration, and for the most part in its membership, but ripe for
schism, Wesley in fact was the parent and the head of a great religious
organization, He was nob a greal organiwer., To the end of his 1ife he re-
mained the sole zource of authorily in e movement that was continually in
need of wet-mursing; he must be here, there, and everywhere, or things began
to go wrong,

Wesley s tours were indeed misscionary journeys, and he was always break-
ing fvesh ground, Bub as the years go on Wesley's incessant round, withoub
ever ceasing to be a misclonaxry Journey, takes on more and more the character
of a pastorsl vigitetion, And it was a visitation, not merely of the loecal
officials, but of the members individually. The house-to-house visiting,
upon which he always laild emphasis, was a burden he himself would share,
however grievoug it might be to flesh and blood,

Weslay's self-chosen parish covered England, Wales, Scotland, and Ire-
landy but he found, evidently, a great variety of spiritual soil, whether
among these or in WEngland itself, Wales, which at first seemed promising,
went Caolviniet under the influence of Howell Harrls. Over Scohlmnd Wesley
conbinmued to spend much efford, but with 1ittle result, His appeal was
encbional rather than intellectual, and these northerners, glubted with pulpis
theology, found little to admive in it, If Scotland was the weyside, Ireland
was the stony ground, in which congregations grew up all too fast, to wither
away no less unaccounbably. In Bngland the countries of Yorkshire, Cormwall,
Durham, Lancashire, and Lincolnshire were strong in Sccieties, There was a

constant and vioclent lesksge in the movement, with great variations in
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menbership, The movement did not grow steadily like a snowball, it advanced
and recoiled, Alvways Wesley had the tagk of filling a leaky vescel, MNean—
while, he was constantly active in pruning the local Soeieties of theose un-
worthy members who were reported te him as walking disorderly.
It has been said that there is scarcely a detail of Wesley's wonderfully
complete system of which he can ;\'aropcx'vly be called the criginator, and

Southey is probably right in holding thet he was considerebly indebted to

S e

the Moravisng, He did nob, indeed; reproduce that rather questionable ex~
pedient of Moravien disecipline which encoursged secret monitors to sy on
their brethren, Hewever, the classes, originglly designed to ease the pay—
ment of subgeriptions, developed inté a system of cloge supervision, Such an
unscrupulous borrowver as Wesley was would £ind no diffiewlty in first adoph-
ing snd then adapting the Moravian technique; he would go about the world
preaching the New Birth after their fashion, but not insisting on the 5
instantancousness of its effects, with his own experience to guide him. It
does not follow thal because his own comversion puzsled him at the time,
Wesley would look back on it afterwards ac a thing of nc importance,
When you were converted, when you experienced the New Birth, what did
it mean? According to Wesley, that you were then and there eonscious of
Chrigt having died for your sinz, and of yourself as then and there accepted
in Himj but nothing proved you would not have fallen away from that faith in
six montﬁs' time, According to Whitefield, it gave you the convicbion thatl
you were irrevocably sealed for heaven, How eould it be suppoged that such
a major misunderstanding could be hughed up, among the rank and file of &
movenent which was pledged to the docirine of gonversion, which regarded the
very circumstonce of comversion as an infallible gusrantee of the convictions

that came with it? During the whols period bebwesen 1740 and 1770, Methodism
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had two nations in ite womb, The ineviteble separaticn was only sbaved off
by the imuenge respect which the rival controversialists, Wesley and White-
field, had for onc another; agsinst their own betler judgment they persisted
in trying te convince bhemselves that their differences were of minor
importance, HNever were theologlans so resolved to meke a molehill out of a
movntain, For George Whitefield was the co-founded of Methodism, and it
\-m., nob Wesley, but thitefield, who started field yreachingy who first sought
the aild of lay-preachers, who held the first Methedist Conference. It was
Winitelield who really set the novemeal going in the American colonies, Ir.
Fiebte calls Whitefield the grectest orator of the Revival, But Whitefield,
though an inspived orator, had scmething of the orator's unrelisbility, Ab
one moment he will be sobbing his hesxt out over a reconciliation with desr
honoursd Mr, Wesley; the mext, he will be producing o pemphlet against him,
In 1770, as in 1740, it was Wesley who broke the peace, He wes no doubd
genninsly disturbed by the scandsl of antinomianigm, no doubdt genuinely con-
vineed that the Calvinisl preaching gave it a handle, The Wesleyen Con-
fercnes of 1771 did in fact repudiate the doetrine of salvation by works,
but in self-defenge rather than in recontabion.

Tt would be impowssible to claim thait the Church of England, by a process
of gradual cstracism, drove Wesley away from its communion. The cleavage
game, not from its gide, but from Wesley and svill more from his followers.
"I live and die a menber of the Church of England,® John Wesley wrote in
1780, and it was nob until five years labter that his followers decided by

a najority to separate from the establishwent S Wesley was nob, perbsps,
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rigidly logical in his notions of church membership; you find hin receiving
comraion at a Presbyterian service in Bdinburgh end beptizing according to
the Presbyterian rite ei Glasgow, yet yreaching from an Episcopalisn puipit
at Banff, He had made up his mind he would not separate from the chureh,
only vary firom it, Bul unquestlonsbly he had, all his life, a Geep and
growing cconviction that his societies would ravolt from the 2Anglican
ellegiance; and in deing go become 2 dry and formal sect; the shzdow of that
conviction darkened his declining yesrs, The guestion for secession was up
before the Conference in 1758, 1788, 1761, and 1778, and although ths mem~
bers, under Wesleyts infiuvence, always retuxmed a decided negative, the
conglant recurrence of ths theme tells its own glory,

Ingistence on loyelty te the Church of Imgland suited Wesiey's own
book, As long ae he, Charles , and Flebcher; with 2 handful of others, were
the only ordailned clergymen connecbed with the sceicties, thers was nob
much danger of the renk and fille gebtting the upper hand; the bands and gowm
were enough Lo overawe them: But there were intermiitemt signs of restive-
ness among the preachers, Sosme of the lay preachers held the speoulative
view that any Christian might celobrate the Sscrsments, some putiing it into
practice, The avkward thing was that John Wesley hinself bad doubts about
the apostolic succession, Bub whether episcopacy were of Divine institution
or not, on ons point he was an. remeined clear. HNobody had a right to :
colebrate the Sacraments, Erasmus or no Erasmus, as long as hs reccived no
authorization to do so, either from the Church of England cr from Wesley
hinself. Wesley digcarded ths substance of the aposiclic succesgion in
sending certain nen to carry on im Americe, and the same in Scotland, but
not in Exnglands.
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sley 4id hig best Lo pitimdote in his comvertes the ambition to
reacih a higher stege in their splritusl caveers; it was somebinmes called =
“pexrfection, " sometimes Yentire sanchification,! tub mere commonly, ab
lezst by VWesley himself, "belng renewed in lo\m."‘?'c
Wegley and thie obhexr Qrgphwtz of the Ivangelicsl movement sueceeded

ol

in impoging upon fogiish Chridbiandty a vetbterm of thelr cwn, They suc—~

1

ceeded in idenbifying religion with a real or supposed experience--real

o~
\

or supposed, because in the malure of things you cannot prove the walidity
of exy trance, vialon, or eesbasy; it remaing sumething within the mind,

imgs pan you prove bhe validity of a lifelong Christ-ingpired abitli-

ey N R R S DR 2 AR o1 2

L in the last resort; all if proves is that esriain psyehalogical
influences sre gtrong encugh 4 n oiven oan 11 ths temuot
JOL Lugneces sIre GIONE SROLELR TO Ve CO..;‘,, Al & i;,_..V,n v,,l.\..(.,;. o I 2 8 ) m‘:'ca-‘

ticns towards backsliding which & oyndcel worlid affords, England of the
carly nrinstesnth cenbuxy wae comuibied te a religion of xperisnte; you

did not base yowr hopes on this or that deoeirinsl calculatlon; you kuew.

ot

D

Wesley must bave falled, bad he nob poscessed unlimited energy, a
gendus for administration, ané the powsr te impose his will on the wast
geabiered organization, He hullt up his organisaticn on autccratic lines,
It is maid that Wesley hed very littie ordgivality, His crgenizaticn was
built up on ideas boxvowed from other sccieties, This may be tzue; apd
the details of Methedist crganlzation may not bave been original, but surely
the vesult was oviginal, The axchiteet doos not invent his bricks, bub bis
work as a whole msy be original though every detail in that work is
borrowed, Wesley had one sure sign of genlusy the power to recognize at a

glance the things that were worth imitating, adapbting, or borrowing. Wesley

20Tbid,, pp. 540 T,
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vas not only quick to adopt whal was geod; he was always equally ready to
discard what was bad, Tew religlous leaders hzve shown more readinese to
be guided by expevlence, Wesley was a pragmatist, He treated theorieg,
not ac amswers to problems, answers in which he- could rest, but as instru-
ments with which to hammer out the desired result, He was prepsred to
sacrifice any theory which oramped lds evangelicsl sctivities, His pre-
Judices sgainst extempovary prayer were the first to be shed: He disliked
field preaching, but he was converted by the test of pracitical results, He
also loved discipline and order and disliked irregularities. Every step
on the road te schism cost him a peng., He did not like extemporary prayer y

)

he did mot Like field jreaching, he did not like appeinting lay preachers,
and he did not like ordainming Dr, Coke, In all these cases, his sense of
vocation triwrphed over his cccleslastical jrejudices,

Wegley had no difficuliy in discovering a rrimitive precesdent for the
origin of his own societies. These sceieties arcse; ac we have seen, from
the noburcel deeire of the new convervs o be unilted more closcly for
matual help and encoursgament. Wesley points oul that those to whom the
apostles preached were mostly Jews or heatheuns,

But ag soon as anmy of them were so convinced of the truth, as to

forseke sin znd geek the gospel of salvation, they immediztely

joined them together, teok an account of their nawes, advised them

%o watch over each other, and wmot these catechumens (as they were

then called), apart from the great congregation; that they might

%nstruct, z:ebwe s exhort, ap@_pra&with them, and for them accord-

ing to their several nescessities.c—

The love Feasts corresponded to the Agepae and the Watch Mights to the
igilae of the Early Church, and the visitors to the sick to the ancient

deacons, "for what,® asks Wesley, "was Phoebe the Deaconess bui such a

€liunn, op. eite, pe 171,
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visitor to the sick?ule

Wesley believed that from childhocd upward every cnergy shouléd be
focused and every moment concemtrabed to the one thing which mattersd in
iife; salvaetion from bthe wrath to come, It was a gloomy depressing croed,
one wiich divorced grace from nature, and joy from God, Weglsy's attitude

-

Lo glage digtincbions is yet another illustration of his indifference %o

,.
P
| ]
1
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standards, excepting the sternal, For every hour thot passed, Wesley
fell it necossary to account ag accurately as a bank clerk for every
dollar pald over the counter, Wesleyls irriteble comrents on the rich
cannet be explained by envy. He did not envy them thelr wealth, for such

3

woney es be himgelf made, he gave aweye He bad no resson to envy them
toeir birth or breeding, for he himself was a schelar and a gentleman, The
riech irritated him bscause of his wwesting precccupation with the problem
of salvation, He felt about the rich a kind of despeir, Their monsy made
it sv ezsy for thewm o euploit the pleasures of this worid; thal it was
difficult to persusnds thenm o concenbrote on the buginess of salwation from
the wrath tc comes:

Wesley had litile use for mysitics and guisetists, for he cculd not
square such theories with the nscessity of good works and the need for each
man to be agbive in winuming his own salvation. For similar reasons, and
beecause of his belief in Ged's infinite meregy and forgivenesz, he could nou
accept the tenste of Qalvinism,

Wesley s whole 1ife is an answer to the charge of awbition, No man
would have more enjoyed learned leisure or more delighted in the lnber-

course of mun of talenmt thoan be, Yet he deliberately gave khis life to the

&lTpid., ps 171,
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comzon peeple, His days were spent among the poor, He set himself %o
bring the masses to Christ, end to that purpose he was faithful for more
than half a century. Wealth had no temptation for him, He gave away a
great Tortune to the suffering and distressed, The violence of tha mob
and the filerce abtacks wiilch su many years issuved from the press never
caused him to gworve from his work, His desire was to do good, to do as
much for the salvation of the world as he could, and do it in the best and

wisest way.

Resulits

Methodism at the death of Wesley numbered in Great Bribtain and Ire-
land over seventy thousand menmbers, There were sixby thousand adhererts
in North American Colonies, Melhcdism hed its cadre, not cnly of itinerant
preachers and local preachers, but of class leaders, band leaders, helpers,
stewards, and schoolmasters; it had band-meetings, class-meetings,
quarterly meetings, love-feasts over and above iis ordinary services,
Hominally it was only an aggregetion of religicus sccieties organized in

variocus centers., In theory Wesley's societies differed from the rest ab

that time only in so far as he exbended a welcome not only to the Anglicans -

but to all those who were anxious te flee from the wrath to come, Bubt in
foet a church had formed in embryo within the womb of the Establishment,
with John Wesley as its visible head,

The teaching of Methodism, with its insistence on frugellity, modesty
in dress,; hard work, and thrifi, was already playing its shave in the
establishment of a sturdy, hard-working, and eventually well-to-do middle

class,.

v
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John Wesley seved England from the French Reveluticn, He gave the
neglected and oppressed sections of the community ideals, hopes, and gon-
solation for digtress, to say nothing of a training in organization, The
Olasues, Bands, Soclebles, sud Clreuits all comtribubed to the feeling
that esch individual member had a personal responsibility in the movementd,
Jehn Wesley gave to the poor labourer, the cutcast, and oven the criminal
(reformad), alongside the tlwiving tradesman and the imbellectuval, a place
to Till and & job to do, Tor poverty and pain, he offered the consclation
of present ccsbegy and the promise of fulure pesce and salvation, And
there was the added consclation that only (with very few exceptions) the
poor, overworked, and downtrodden could hope for these revards., The rich
might triumph for their threc-score years and ten, but boyond the grave was

Justice,




CHAFTER IV
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF FIZTISHK AND METHODISH
Doctrinal Theology

L perusal of the foregoing chapbers reveals nany analogies between the
Pietisu of Spener and Francke and the Methodism of Wesley. An abtempt will
e made to plage them in Jwibaposition, seo that the elements gomion Ho both

Torth in bolder relief, The poinis of difference will also be

A comparison of the baskground of both movements shows that the sosial,
economic, and religious conditions wers poluting toward an impending erisis,
That, this erisis was meb in the form of a religious revivel ingtead of a
soeial viheaval wep lavgely due to the men nnder consideration, Fagh lsadex
claimesd bo be an advogate of the form which the Refermotion teook in his own
land; but vhile Vesley, with less appreclabion for it, sought to supplement
it, Spener almed merely Lo cemplete 1%, because Spener fell that the Pro-
testant Reformation had not complebed its work, that the purdfication of
doctrine needed to be followed by the sanctificabien of iife, The allsged
goal in both cases was the re~establishment of religlon whieh bad fallen

into decay, bub ia Spenerts case it was clear that the combroliing interest
P

was nob religiousgs but moral; for ot a mant's velution to God was the i
important bthing, bub his chavacter and comuct; The religlous conditions of
prinitive Cheistianity served as a model snd an ipspivation,

Plobiste and Mothodists sgtood in perfect agreement in regard to the

oid doetrines of the Church, upor some of which, however, they placed &
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different emphasis., The doctrine of the divinity of Christ in connection
with the doctrine of the Trinity was ecuphasized more by Wesley over against
his rationu}.isﬁie foeg.s An effort was maede by both movements to bring Ged
into eloser relationship with His ereation, for both German orthodoxy and
English Delsm had virtvally placed Him in a position of lofty transcendence,
The latter movement considered the teaching that He came into direct
relations to man as & form of famaticism. Bub, it must be conceded, the
religious revivels prazcticelly limited the immeanence of God to spiritual-
minded Christians, The current ideas about man's fall, original sin, and
hunman depravity vers retained; and here again Methodism laid greater stress
because ¢i the doubts cast vpon these dogmas by the Deists, who stocd for
mants natural worth end ability. Wesley gave the human elsment of free
choice more asseriive pover than Spesner, who still adhersd to ILutherts
definition that men was free enly in the exbernal things of life, Through
hip doctrine of proveniend gx‘ace‘, the English reformer taught that man
received a certain m’sm"e of free will, sc that his salvaticn depended o
upon his own free choice of the remedy which God gracicusly offered to himt

The means of grace were interpreted similerly, thcugh receiving less
emphagie than the orthodux teaching upen the subjeci, Theoretically,
however, both stood for baptismal regeneration and the necessiily of partici-
pation in the Loxdts Supper. We have seen that the doctrine of the new
birth really implied that bapbismal regensration, however cssential and
efficacicus in the case of children dying in infancy, had to be supple-

mented by & new and conscious vital religicus expsricncs, It thus logt

lirthur Wilford Megler, Pletisu and Mebhodism (Mashville, Temn.:
Publishing House M, E, Church, South, ¢,1918), pp. 120-122,
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its position of primery importenge., The words which were used in support
of the orthodox teaching of the Church should not cbscure the trend which
the doctrinal emphincls .of the revivelists really tock, Such words, for
example, are found in Wesley's germon on "The Mesnsg of Grace whore he says:
"By ‘means of grace' I understand oubtwurd signs, vords, or acticns, ordained
of Gol and appeinbted for this end,; to bz the ordinary channele wherchy He ,/ ’
might convey Lo men preventing, justifying, or sanctifying grace,"  Also
at first, in Georgla, both Jobn and Charles Wesley vractised trine immersion
az wap the cugtom. for baptism in the Church of England ab that tine,
Sponeris and Wegley's ideas sbout the other pacraement, Holy Communion,

diverged considerably, Spensrr adhersd to Iuthor's position in regarding

Thy

Ube Eucharist as a real participetion of the body and blood of Christ,
vhile Wesley agreed with Calvints idea of a spiritual reception; This is
brought out clearly by John and Chariss Wesleyts "Hymns cn the Lord®s Suppert
where we find the agserblon that the consecrated elements are more than a
mere memorial, more than a sign of Christts bedy, thel there is mething
given in the sacrement, that the real presence is spiritual and not earmal,
and thet the menmner whersly the bensfits of the szcrament are conveyed to
the believer is a mystery-.s Whereas Spener held that none ghould comwmni-
sate without & full sssurance of the forgiveness of sins, Wesley mersly
required that the cammnicant have a2 gense of a need of the grace of God
to meet human sinfulnsss arnd an earnest desire to receive what Jod is ready
to give and to do the will of God: Im principle, then, Wesley called all

men L0 bhe sscrament becauge he regarded the Lordf's Suprer as a converting,

&Jchn €, Bowmer, The Sacvament of the Jord's Supier in Berly Methodism
Iondon, Pnglands Umwin Brothers Lid., 1881, n.e, ), Pe 41,

®Ibid., p. 21,
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as vell as a confirming ordinance, and because of his belief in universal
redemption,

The Imtheran confegslonal was an eyesore to Spemer, who desired its
abolishment, wherein Wesley would have gladly followed him, notwithstanding
his owvn inmtreduction of 2 sort of confessional in which members confesszed
thelr faulis one to e.no‘l;,her « In its defense he srgued that it was not like

the Popish confessional, where & single person confessed to a prisst,

-

There was no disagreement zmong them concerning the doctrine of the y

Church, Memberghiy in the invisible rather than in the visible Church was
regavded zg egsentinl to salvation, Fach identified the 1:-m:'éet expression
of vnat invigible Church with his own denomination, Self-evidencing
Seripture was raised to a high position of authority, Ibte virtuwal infalli-
bility, however, was neubrelized by ihe doctrine of the Spirit, Of each of
the leaders it could be said that he was a men of one book, as Wesley says
in the preface to one of hig books of sermons where he expresses the
desire o be "homo unius 1libri," a men cf one book, the Bible; but Spener's
and Francketg position was in greater hormeny with the modern historieal
attitude in ite recognition of the different values of diverse portions of
Seripture 4 Vesleyls dogtrine of ingpirvation foreed him to acesplt bhe
Bible as being of about egual value in 21l its parts, But he, on the other
hend, alloved more room for man's rational faculiies in the interpreiatien
of Seripture,

The Celvinistic doctrine of limited grace was opposed, the Pistists

agrzeing with Methodists (the Wesleyan branch) thalt grace was actually

4John Wesley, Sermons on Sevcral Occagicns (Londony Wesleyan Conference
Office J. Alfred Sharp, 1787), r.
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offered to all men, Wesley would never have become a Q:lviaist for he
bhad too overpovering a convicbion of the m'xi_vrarsai love of God, On
Aprdl 28, 1739, Wesley vreached his great sermon on Free Grace, a sermon

which was a vigorous sbitack on Celvinism and containg onc treanchant

DOSInEes

This is the blasphesy clearly contained in the horrible decrec

of predestination] And here I fix my feebt, On this I join issue
with every assertor of it, You represent God a5 worse than the
devil; wmore false, mere cruel, more unjust, Bub you say you will
prove it by Scripture?  Holdl Vhat will you prove by Serirture?
That God is worse than the devil? It cennob be, Whaatever that
Seripture proves, it never can prove this; whatever its true
meening be, this cannct be its true meaning, . . « It cannct
mean, wastever it mesn besides, that the God of truth is a liar,
Let 1% mean what it will, 1L cecanob mean vhat the Judge of 21l
the world ils wajust, No ESeripbure can wean that God is not lovs,
or that His mercy is nob over all His works; thal is, whatever i%
prove beslde, no Seripbure can prove predectinetion.®®

In eschatological matters thers was pubstantlal agreement, with the oms

1 ag e
excepiion that Wesley taught that judgmeni did not take place immediately
after death, The reality and sternity of hell received greater eupbasis
smong the Methodists beesuse of raticmalistic opposgition, Vesley
believed in the love of Ged, but he alsc believed in the hate of Ged,

Hig heart essured hin of God's universal love, freely offered %o all man-
kind, His nind deduced from ceriair seriptual texts the grim doctrina of
Godts eternal hatred of thoge who fall Yo avail thomselves of that offer,
Lthough hell .sa.s soldom alluded %o in his scrmong, the urge to gave him-
gelf and others from "bhe worm that dieth not® and "the fire that is not

guenched”" remained the gupreme mobives of his lii‘e.s

Sprnold Tunn, John Wesley (Binghampton, N, ¥.: Vail-Ballou Press,
Inc., 6.1929), pp. 156 £,

O1bid., p. 518,
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Though Pietism and Methodism both contended for purity of doctrine,
they did not make it the main issue, insisting that the acceptance of no
article of faith was to be made necessary to saivation. The fundamentals
(Wesley disliked the term) were to be emphasized, In this class were
included those doctrines which were vitally rslated tc the inﬁer religious
life, the others assumlng mecrely o secondary position, ERach doctrine was
o be tested in a two-fold manner-—its derivebion from, and harmony with,
Seripture; its value to correspond to its close or remote relationship
with saving faith, The practical value of g doctrine was thus to be a
test of its importance, In this assertion both systems apyproached the
rovicenalistic declaration that whatever could not be used for the better-
ment of mankind was mere speculabive rubblsh, The ethical had more value
thon the dogmatic, and the subjective factor more than the objectivey in
the demand that theology be grounded in experience, And the Pietisis
went farther than the Vethodists in asserting that only the twice-born
were really able to undershand it, In this field the former alsc resgtricled
the uge of nztural reapon ﬁors than the latter would have deemed necessary.
The most escential likeness between the two gystems is found in the general ;
principle that correctness of life was always to be placed above correctuess & &
of doobrine, Wesley would have found himself in perfect sympathy with
Spener's averment that the main thing was the "faith which believes,” not
the “faith which is believed." Because of the vital importanse of this
faith to life, its speculative involutions were tc be resclved inte a plain
and simple expression readily understood by all. A study of religious (or
other) truth for the sake of truth alone was guite foreign to their

interests, still more so to those of their followers. We do not wish to
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suggest that the value of lesrning was pot apprscilated, for the leaders
themselves were lesrmed men, though they did; it must be admitted,
depreciate the importance of some fields of knovwledge. Methodism was more
at foult than Pietism and congsquently failed to make g similer impression
upon bhe educated cluosses, The search for truth was made a means to a
prectical end, the development of a Christian character.’

The wey of salvation was the very center about which all other
doctrines and intercsts revelved, This salvation was conceived not merely
as o deliverance from hell nor as the assurance of a place in heaven, bub
resent change in the scoul, tsnbemount to a present deliverance from V7
gin and a renewal of God's lmege in the heart, Starting with the doctrine
of man's inbred corruption, singere repenmtance, inecluding the penitential
conflict, wap regarded as the first step towerd salvation, Because of
their own experiences, we find Francks and Wesley insisting upon the
importance of penitential pains with greacter emphasis than the mild Spensr,
who even professed that they were not necessary. Though repenitance wag
necessary because it produced the degbh of the ¢ld Adamy and through i%
man reallized his own ubter worthlessness; faith alone was viewsd zz the
epsentisl condition of sslvation, We thus come o the mew-birth experience v
upon which as a foundstion both Fletism snd Methodism built ths whole super-

,
structure of their systems, In the order of thinking, justificalbion wus =
regarded as coming before the new birth (regeneration), bubt from the stand- '

point of time this was nob true, Francke placed the most emphasis upon i‘

nowing the exact time of conversicn. All agreed that baptism created in
the child what corresponded to the new birth in the adult, but they hesitated
to identify the two., Wesley affirmed that the baptismal rite was nothing

TNagler, op. ¢ib., pp. 124 £,
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more than the oubward sign of the dnward grace, while Spensr declared that
iv was cnly the "path of the neow birth, #9
After a man hod tyxuly repenbed, twrned avey from sin, emcifisd the ‘\

flesh, and turned to God in faith, he wes justified-—not actualiy made just

(sanctification), but pardenmed Wy God, This act was regurded as inshantane-

G
&
o
Lab
o]
®

o far as it bad 2 beginning, But where the distinetive emphasis of

the twe movements became gignificanmt for their times lay in the tenet that
faith included senctification; though Wesley looked with faver upon the
notion of an insgtantaneous sanetification as an experience, Jonversion is
entirely the work of the Holy Spirit., Spener and obther Pistists spoks of

scif-determination, of self-surrender, Though they may have merely wished

te emphasize the cuaplete surrender to Christ, they often arcused the
gusgpicion that they belisved that conversgion depended on geli-degigicn, L

gince the Pletdst thought of self-decision wihlch cecurred ai & certaln

mement, he thought of comversion ag of an inslantaneous act the cccurrence

of which could be definitely bimed, Wesley alsc atbached a great deal of

importance to gudden gorwersion, to the dramatic change from despair te

agcurance, & change accompanied by ummistakeble evidence of Qodts favor,

He was, perhaps, a litile too snxious to precipitate conversion, and a

little toc impatient for imwediate results. An itiserant preacher who

moves Irom place to place sows his geed and hopes o reap his harvest within
a few brief days, He naturally tends %o underestimate the tame and un-

sensational work of a willage priest iiving among his fleock, and slowly

winning their respeot for a high ideal by the example of his owa life,

®bid., pp. 186 f.




| 55

Because of their insisbence upon holiness of life, these revivalists
geve bheir opponents the impression that they were reviving the old
doctrine of justificabion by works, Their emphotic deniel took the form
of the assertion that gocd works were of no avall before justification;
but were Lo be regarded only ss the fruits of the mew life, Though
necessary to the continuance of faith, they were not a part of the meritori-
oug cauge of salvation, Againgt a false dependence upon Chrisi's salone-
ment, which threatened te reduce Tmbherts doctrine of justification by
faith to solifidianism and ageingt the Calvinistle doctrine of irregsistible
groce, they placed the emphasis upon men's cocperation with God; insisting
that his good works are the legiltimate expression of a holy life, Wesley
quotes the sbtatement of Avgustine, "Qui fecit nog sine ncbis, ncn salvabit
nos sins nubisﬁ“g to support his peosition, Spenmer, in his desire toc meet
the fundamentel error which he thought had arisen in the church, namely, a
nisunderstanding of the maturs of saving faith which led to an unfortunate
divorce between justification end sanetification, emrhasized the dectrine
oi regeneration, and ingisted thel the all-important thing was the trans-
formation of charvecber through vital uaion with Christ, Pietism was also
somevhat legalistic, Although the Piebists did not attribute amy saving
power to their pilous liwving, yet by their emphasis on the nscessily of
sancbification they exposed themselves to the sugpicion that thelr salva-
ticn did not rest exclusively on Chrish’s blood and rightsousness. Thelr
zeal scemed to be promyhbed not hy grateful love; as it should have been,

but by a sense of stern duty and the fear of missing the final goal,

“Thid,, p. 128,
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Congequently Piebtists bhad a strietly legalistic code of conduct, especisnlly
in matters of adimphora, The world and everything in it wes looked upon as

poi eamusly sinful, Also to be avoided was all art, scienccy and secular
cﬂﬂ barf Thme in the very Chreh thet was fostering such a greab musiecal
culture, a movement arose to pub an end to such worldly practice, This
enrhasis upon good works, that a Christian must possess a purity of life
and 2 service of love above reproach, brought upon Spenerts head the wrath

- 3,

of the orthodox theologians,

Although beoth movemenths denled the posaibiliby of a quantitative per-~
fection in the fulfiliment of the law, they claimed that a relutive per-
fection was not only possible, bub a requirement in the life of the true
Christian, As the opponertte of Pletism considered this the common ground
upon which the varicus Pletistic groups stood, s¢ the opponente of
Methodism agreed that the dogtrine of perfection was the folly of the new
enthugissm, But in neither ease was indefsctibility elaimed. Tostead it
was rezarded 2z o stale in which sin did not reign in spite of ita pre-
sence, It was a perfection of love, not of knowledge nor of attailnment,

Iutherts doctrine of agssurence had besn practically forgotten in
England ag well as in Germeny, snd ihs rebabilitation was besgun in earnsst
by Spener and by Wesley, They agreed that the convert was to be sensible
(imwerdly persusded) of presenmt perdon (mot ultimete selvation), Thie
did unot mezn salvation by #feeling,® for these men hesitated %o placs
much relisnce upon mante varying moods, The experience, on the conmbrary,
stood for a clear comvicticn of acceptance by God produced in the heart
by the Spirit, The wibtmess of the Spiril was the privilege of each
believer, though he might havs justifying faith without it, Spener did
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net feel so sure sbout the sealing of the Spirit, admititing that joy and
peacs, the usual concomibants of 2 regensrated heart, were not always pre-
sent, Vesley was more insistent in his emphasis, though he made a dig-
tinctleon between a clear agsurancey which admitted the poscibility of
doubt and fear, and the full assurance which exeluded them, Heither gave
a satipfactory explanation of the mammer of this diwine testimony, bub
simply accepbed it ag a fact, They cluimed that the fruiis which

necessarlly followed the witness of the Spirit wonld prove its gemuine-

ness, Both movements thus stooed for a position quite distinet from that
of their respective Churches, which taught that man had sufficient aszsur-

ance of salvotion when he accepted the correct doctrines of the Church
and cbediently received her mimlstmtions.m

‘i-;‘i"oh all this inzistence upon the lmner 1lifey it was perfectly
natural that tendencies boward a hypochondriaeal introspection should
appear, This was, however; more & paasing phase in *Lhc: develogment of
Methodimm, for the nobe of joy was certainly ome of its most pronouniced
characteristics, Pietien cannot escape ths accusation so easily, notwith-
standing the cheering infivcnces which must bave radiated from Franckels
genial personelily,

Ay religious emphegis which dwells largely upon the imner life
exhibits tendencies which are in harmony with Mystiecism, and w¢ have found
that Fielism and Methodism were no sxceptions to this rule, Though Srener

esitated to express his opon appreciation fov the Mysties, and Francke
@nex-geticélly opposed their extravegances, both were more in harmory with

this religicus attitude than they thought. Wesiey's attitude was very

1OIbid-’ PP. 128 rt :
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mach like thut of Franckets, The main element of Methodism was
individualien, notwithstanding its social emphasis; and, in havmony with
Myeticism, the religious feelings were made immediate, It is easy to be
led astray in a general esbimate by dwelling tco much upon those state-
ments of the revivalists which were ogtensibly made to show their agree~
ment with the orthodox teaching of the Church and thus lose sight of an
wuiisbakable trend in the direction of anmbi-escclegiasticism and anti--
sacerdotalism, The lcaders of both movements aimed Lo be orthodox and
succeeded, but only according bvo their own definitions of orihodoxy,
These considerations will hélp o explain the presence of aysbical ele-
ments in the gysbems under digeusgsion, In addition to what has been glven
in previcus chapters, the conclusion may here be drawn that in the use of
phrases common to the Hystica, Spemer far outstripped VWesley, the latier
studiously avoiding them, With both immediacy was a cardinsl doetrine in
spite of the reszervotions made to rebain the means of graece, BHoth
ezpressed the idea that man possessed a sense other than resson with
walch he apprehended the spiritval worid, Wesley favored the notion of
an infusion of scmething supernstural (in new birth), which corresponded '
t0 Spener's idea of a direct divine 1llumination of the scul, The more
yegsive Pietism favored certain elements in Mystieism for which Methodism,
temperamentally active, had little sympathy, Wesley abhorred a "solitary”
religion and had no use for the extravagant form of Quietism with whigh
he ceme in contact, While Francke had similar predilections, Spener was
more ineclined to view “stillness” with faver. VStillness" was the per=
nicious doctrine of Philip Molther that no ordinance, such as prayery

Bible-reading, attendance at church and Sacrament, was of ary avail without
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faith and thet unbil Christiens had true fzith they ocught to be "stillvg
that is, to abstain from the means of grace, zs they are ealled, ths
Lord's Supper in particular, and that the ordinances are not means of
grace, there being no other moans than Chris ..13' Both Spensr and Wesley
agreed that the constiltuted means of grace were not to be neglected,
though contending g that God was not s slavishly bound to them, Ancther
element cumion Lo both found expression in their opposiiion to the aubhor-

4

itative teaching of the Church that the Hely Spirit wes present only with
the Church in general and, though given in extraordinary measure in +the
apostolic age, was then lodged in the Seriptures once for all to work
through them and through the Church upon man's heart. Pietists and .
Methodigte tought that the Spirit was present personally in the individual
believer, Bub when special revelations from Cod were claimed, ‘they‘wer_e'

€
tc be tested by Seripture and by e:{perience.‘l"l

Wog
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&
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vag algo the thought that the being one with Christ--amazing
union, as Wesley called it--rosulied in the unification of mants per-
sonality. In the system of the revivalists the new-birth experience
agsurad the chief pluce, corresponding to the imporbtance which the mystical
union bad with the Mystics,

Spener was more in harmony with the Mystics in teaching the liability
of extreme changes in religicus feslings, grounding it upon the thought
that God sometimes allowed us to experience absence of joy in order %o

increase our hunger for Him, Wesley, on the other hand, expressly dended

that such experiences were conducive to spirituslity, contending that God

llBomer, Ope cit.,; pp. 38 £,
1eNaglier, op. eit., pp. 130 £f,
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did not arbitrarily send heavinesa and darknsse by withdrawing himself
from the scul in order bo purify it, Notwithstanding muwmerous assertioms
to the contraxy, Pietism and Mebbodism, through their chief u._unetrts,
ghoved marked alfinities to the Mystical atilitude in connection with the
doctrine of the mew birth, the emphasis upon the supersensval, bthe
prineiple of wnlly, direct perceptible inspiration, the inner iight, and
individuslism, L9

Mach of Wesley's teoching was i harwony with Spenerts doctrine of

a theology of the regenerate, bub he did nobt make go such of i%., Though

s

Tt
o

¢ also demanded that theology be grounded in a living experience and
gledimsd that the meturel facuities conld not teach a man irue religion,
he nsveribelesss ascribed greater powers te natural reascn,

The doctrine of the millowmmium exeried a greater infliuence upon

etism than vpon Methoedism, Spener recelived constant ingpivation frem

¥

)

*

the thovght of the bebbter times which wsre lmminent, Wesley and; to g
lesuer degreey Froncke were mere active in their practical endeavors to
hasten the cuming of the kingdem,

In the realm of religious toleration Speper and Wesley were shining
examples, the latter, it is true, having greater support from the
Zelbzeist, Confessionalism and rigld religious opinions were nob to
shand in the way of (hristien fellowship, provided the motives were
sincere and the heart was vight, They granted that the heathen bad sul-
ficient light Lo know aboub. the reality of Providence and gsserted thsi
their condemnation could result only from gin consciously coanmitted, v’

There is & good example of Wesley's relilgious toleration, Chariss Wesley's

51pid. . p. 188,
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favorite and most gifted son bad Just jolned the Roman Cathclic Churehy
and Charles was grievougly distressed,
"I doubt not," writes John Wesley to his brother, U"that Sarah
and you are in trouble because Samiel has 'changed hisg religion.?
Ney, he has changed his opinicn and mede of worship, bub not hig
religion; it is quite another thing., . . . Whad,; then, is
religion? Ib is h‘.pﬁ.a.nés..\ in God or in bhe knowledge and love
of God, It is faith working by love, producing rightecusuness
and peace and Joy in the Holy Gliost, In other words, it is a |
heart snd life devoted to God, . . . Either he has this %,
religion, or he has moty if he bas; he will not finally perish."
L Jimal similarity in the dectrinal realm was a mixture of super—

£ .

sbition and religion in the mebier of sortilege, biblicmancy, vague beliefs
in witcheraft and in apparitionsy and, wibth Spencr, even a faint belief in
magls avd demonclogy, Bub this unimportent phase of their thought 1ife
sluply indicated that they were not in this particular ahead of their

times,
Practical Theology

The pracbical systems which the evangelistz resred upon a similar
doctrinal foundation alsc veveal marked points of likensss, If Wesley
evinced greater interest in the polibleal movements of the day, Spensw
vas more energetie in denouncing the evils resulbing from the uniom of
Church and State, Bub they were much alike in their vehement protests
sgainst the common publie and private vices and in the metheds suggested
and employed to do away with the evils and Lo promete the good,

The primitive Church was both model and inspiration, because the
Bible was regarded as the divine book of instruction and guidance, Wesley
drew upon the customs of the Primitive Church a great deal. One of the

Y1am, op, eites pe 309,
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customs he rebtalned was the dividing of the men sand the women in church,
He algo was conwinced that apostolic succession was a feble, For Wesley,
there were fov problems of life that were nol covered eithexr by Christis
explicit commendments o a logical deducticn from these commardments, In
general, the attempt was mede to reform the institubtion through the
individusl vetber than the individual by means of a purified institution,
11 the elements of 1ife were to combribute , brovided they ecould legit-
Imately be used in the cause of religion, This bhought is very imporbant
for =z correct understanding of both systems, because it will prevent an

undue exsggeration of their incldewbal dofects: Since the aim wme

religious rether than rurely theclogical; and deslt with the will and the
emctions rather than with the inteliecht, and was concerned with the pro-
motion of godliness rathor than the establishment of a new institution; we
can veadlly pee how certein elements would receive o one-gided emphasis at
the expense of othors egually important, Prachical interesty threatensd
o drive legitimate speculative elemenits from the field, The supremsly
intellectusl somebimes received gscant notice; The gpirit of iadividuaiism
likewise tended to cbacure the idea of sulidariby.

Besides generel recomnendations inmvolving the reformation of the

elergy, o change in the methods and comtent of preaching, and greater

diligence in pagboral worlk, much wos made of the avowed purpese of stimulat-

ing Church service and Chureh 1life, There wag te be 2 roformation of
religion within, and by means of; the Chureh, not through separation, Bub
the stated egencles of the Chureh were rogerded os insufficient, This led
%o the adoption (graduslly in the case of Wesley, more premeditatedly in

the case of the Germen reformers) of methods which were generally regarded
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as imnovsbtions and oprosed as such,
Becauge the Bstablished Chwrches failed to bring their members into

a eloge bond of weliglous union, the ogollegia gocictatis in Germawy amd

the elugs meeting in England sought to remedy this deficiency, Wesley was

infiuenced by his oft-repcated prineiple regerding the necessity of
nourighing the spivi® of Chvistian feliowship, Spenerts atiempt had ibs .

origin in the doctrine of the pricgthood of all beliovers and in a feeling

of despair of meking any impression upon.the masses or of reforming the
7
Church by simply training the young, The same dectripe, though éifferently

interpreted, influenced the English evangelist, who likewise differed from
Spener by ssserting end demonstrating that the masses could be reached,
Piegtigm placed ite hope in the leavening power of the collegla, trusting
that it would gradusily gpiritualize the Church through ths influence of
Christian example; while Methodism had bolder and lerger hopes, trusting
not so much in the power of cupmple as in the active, e.g"“ewivz; Fro-
elamation of the gospel to all whe would and to some who would not hear,
This fect partislly expleins the difference in the development of the twe
movencabs, for even Francle's adminigtrative genius failed to accomplish
the extensive results achieved by Methodism, While ths Methodist “gocieby®
gradually became more inclugive, the Fictlst conventicle developed an
eaoterie character, The latter soon came to be regarded as the srecial
congregatlon of the saints and in thisrespect resewbled the "selegt
sogletiest of Methodiem.t®

The spirituel exercises were much alike, with the excepticn that the

confegsing of brother to brother in the various Methedist meetings

LoNaglor, op. cib., pp. 156 £,
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recelved a different expression in Pietism, which had fallen heir to the
Tutheran confessicnel, The public lay prayer meetings of Wesley differed
from those forms of social prayer which were under the direct leading of
the clergy, as vas the case with Spensris mectings, The latter failed
to use lay help to any great extent, though histheory of the priesthood
of bellevers demanded it, while Wesley was exceptlonally succeassful in
that department of hie work, It must be admitted, however, that he
alloved his laymen little aubhority in Church govermment, though they
vere given exceptional liberty in everything that pertained to worship
and the exercise of thelir religious natures, In the former sphere Spemer
theoretically was more advanced, hecause he advocated greater congre-
gational svthority and a fuller recognition of the rights of the common
pecple in Church govermment, In both movements there was contemplated
the shifting of the center of gravity from the clergy and the estoblished
Chureh 4o the laity end the congregation, Although deliborate separation
wag repudiated, there were strong tendencies in that direction, for which
the leaders were partly responsible, A glunce at the two movements from
the standpolnt of orgaenization will show that the well-developed, though
intricate, Methodist organization was betier adapted to¢ a ssparate career
than that of Piebism,

The principles which governed the educaticnal efforts of both move-
ments were identical, VWhatever differences occurred were mevely inecidental
and need not be considered., They practically agreed that the ultimate
ainm of education was to build up Christian character after the student !
had been led te experience living faith, Catechstical instruction was,

therefore, of the wbmost importance, It was probably more strenuously
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rarsued in Germawny than in Englend. In an age when the child was ignored;
these faint and fauliy attempls did credit to the hearts of these men,
It is true they failed to understand the chlld mind, ignored or suppressed
bils pley instincis, and expected too much of the reflective povers of the
child; but their :a.tte:‘;zx;__'-t.s in gcme respechs were a starh in the right
dirvection, Weslsy was often compeiled to employ men of litiie or no
education as his laywpreachers., Bubt he did hig best to rousge the desire
for self-improvement, BHe meb with his preachers to help teach them, He
ailzo made up a Chvistian library, consisting of selections made from the
best works on divinity-—--another proof of his care for the education both

of preschers and people. Credit must also go to Wesley and his rreachers

=

For mach of the picnser work in e}::mentary education, Vesley's mission
Le the children began August 24, 1730, It contimied, not only without
intermission, but with an ever-growing inmtensity of purpose, until where-
ever possible Methodism had its Preacher's Classes for children, its
Sunday Schools, end at least the beginning of that elementary and higher
education which became one of the sirildng features of more recent times,
That Wesley congicersd the cave of children as one of his main dutics is
proved by the extreme pains he was at to save the School at Kingswood
{rom foilure, by his constant references to children enccuntered in his
travels, and by his gexrmons on the bringing up of children,

Boy far from being ignored; learning was deemed of great value; yet
none of these loaders mads education the highest requirement for the
ministry. The primery object was mever lost sight of, and that was
education of the will rather than of the mind. Men were to be made pious

rather than lesarned, Because one of Wesley's lay preachers, James Wheatley,
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who himgelf was expelled for immoral conduct, brought slandercus accusations

against hig brethren; Wesley had to conduct a careful examination of the
character of the sccused brebhren, The charges were found to be ground-
less, but from thet time iuvestigaticon into minlsterial charucter has
besn one of the fundemental principles of Methodism, Tt is etill made
vear by year, Wesley himself said that a minleber zust heve his heart in
bis work, That men were to be made picus rother than lesrned was even
true of Francke's work, in spite of the fuct that he made great advances -
in vocational studies and in the use of the laboreitory method, The
rublication and distribution of tracts, written in a pojular styls, was
charecteristic of both movements and proved to be an educationzl aszet of

inestinable value,

Philenthropy, with its emphasgis upon poor relief, was also a stbriking

characteristic of each movement, The sick were not forgolien, however,

and the firgt wealk attempts boward thelr systematie relief were made, This

was espeoelially true of Methodisy

iscebical tendencice were quile promounced in both movements, Though

the leaders did not go o the extreme of inculeating escape from the
world, nature apd greee were regarded by them as almost irreconcilable
oprosites, A sharp distinction was made between the sacred and the sec-

ular, the latier being relegated %o a subordinate positions Differing

slightly in details, they agreed in the main contention that all forms of

recreation and pleasure which were not directly useful and did not tend
o godliness could find no place in the life of & sincere Christian,
Watural man was lightly csteened because ths world was vegarded as lying

under the curse of Adam's fall, His natural wanbts and desires, his

Vi
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worldly ambitions and interests were, therefore, deprecisted, The things
of this world had value, not in themselves, but as they served a purpcse
in the grezi plen of salvation, With the extreme emphasis upon zelf-
denial went band in hand a puritanical observance of the Sabbath, This
ageebical spirit in the revivalists was due, nob merely to their theology,
but aiso to & reaction on their part against extreme and widesproad
woridliness %

Pietism and Methodism alike made an advance in discarding a narrow
confesgicnalism, for confessional bonds were broken in the United

Sccieties as well as in the collegia pictatig. Spener even made definite

suggestions in regurd to gome cubward form of union, but this doss not
sesm o have enbered Wesley's mind, JInotead he looked foxrward toe the
tige vhen the revivel of religion witk which he was connected would gpread
to all parts of the world, bringing in its train a general unity of
spirit,

The emphasis upon missions was strong, With Spener it was hardly
nore than an idealistic vision comnected with hig eschatolegical doctrine,
Vesley wae more in harmony with Francke in attempting actual Christian
conguest of the foreign field, If little was accomplished, it must be
rencmbered that these eflforts were among the first made in the reaim of
Protestant missions, |

This short comparison showe that Spener and Franche anticipated
Wesley in the wogt importent parts of his theologieal mesczage, the ethical
cuphesis,; and subjectiviem; that most of the principles at the basis of !
Methodism had their anslogies in Plebism; and that many of Methodism's

161bid,, p. 140,
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ingtibtutions and practices found a precedent in the Germen revival,
Conelusion

As has been geen in greater detail in the chapbers of this thesis,

the conditions of the times were extremely favorable for the rise of

the movemonte of Pietism and Methodism., Fietism was the answer, although F
golng to extreme, to the formalistic orbhodexy which bad sprung up in

Gerz

Gerueny in the lotter part of the seventeenth century, Methodism, which
also wext farther than ordginally intended, was nevertheless the answer
to Inglandts problem of rotionalien and dead chuyeh life ¢f the early
eighteanth cenbuiy,

Heither one of these movemsnuts intended te break awvay from the ghurch
and begume sepavate sects, They were inderested oniy in improving the
eonditiong in the chuxpeh which they thought needed improving, and they did
need improving., Both movements stressed the personal side of religion
to cbiain these resulis, That was what was lacking in the church at that
time, However; they went too far,

Begause both of these movements streiced the persomal side of religion,
snd beesuse neither one imbendsd to bweak awsy from the ehurch, but merely
reform it from withing they were similexr, The similarity of the two is
giso found in the fact thet they were both the results of their times,
Bodh Spener end Wesley were influcncsd hy many of the same things, another
reasun why people see much similayity in the two movements,

Alvhough there was much minilarity in bhese two movements, it would
nevertheless be incorrect o say that Wesley, because he came later, was
trying to imitats Spemer, In spite of their similarities, both Fletism
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and Methodism were dlstinet products of thelr regpective countries, They

also had different resulis, Plebtism as a movement soon died cutb,

broke away from the clureh and bDecame more than a mere movement,

another denomination and is one of the largest in America todey,

Methodlisn

It beesme
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