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INTRODUCTION

By careful analysls of certain terms used in the Goa~
pel of John, one arrives at & deeper inasight into the Gos-
pel. I have made such an analysis but should like to have
this analysis serve also a practlcal end. I have in mind
the Bible class teacher who is charged with teaching the
Gospel of Johmn. For if the Bible class teacher has a grasp
of the fundemental theologlcal terqg employed by John, 1%
should not be too difficult for him to gather about these
theclogical terma the materials of the Gospel as John pre-
sents them in hias twenty-ons ¢hapters. The Bible class
teacher's approach, thersfore, would not be the "chapter
approach,” but an approach through units of thought diascover-
able in the entire Gospsl.

My study i1s, as I appreclate, only a beginning. UNors
effort will be required to do fuller justice to the theology
of John., I hope however to have at least polnted the way to
& teaching approach which should prove, if carefully admin-
istered, at least as effective as the Wohapter approach,”
Since the Gospel of John is so rich in theological concepts,
I hed necessarily to 1imit myself to a consideration of some
of the most basic concepta; I have chosen, perhaps arbitras.
rily, the following: (1) The Prologue; (2) Life; (3) Ohild-
ren of God; (L) Bellef and Unbelief.
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If this approach to the Gospel of John wers to be
more inclusive, several other basic terms would have %o
be investigated. Theae units would include the Somn of
God, the Nature of Paith, the Church, Som of Man, the
Victorious Christ, the Disciples in their Relation to the
World, the Sayings of Jesus.

I have tried to employ & method in this study that
is not only didactio, but will also prove interssting and
challenging for the Bible class teacher to appreciate the
meterial in each unit, My organization attempts to set
forth the material clearly and orderly, sc that the

reader can casily study each umnit.




CHAPTER I
UNIT ONE
THE PROLOGUE

The Prologue is the first eighteen verses of chapter
one. All that Jobn expounds in his Gospel is condensed
into this brief statement. Therefore this is not so much
an introduction as e summary of the entive Gespel., The
Prologue dees not move from Jesus but rather %o Him,
Through these elghteen'vemes Jou can get a picture of the

whole book, This is the aim of this unit,

PROL OGVE
1.1-19

THE

How He hlas What He
Recewed Coes
Vv V. fo-I{ vv. (2-13

HE FOovRTH GOSPEL [TSELF
1:19 To 2(:25

Diagram 1
bl
As there is a key section to many books of the Bible,

the
80 too there may be a key verse that helps to opem D

the writer.
book, The key verse sets forth the purpose of

yept in mind
This verse should be memorised and constantly

r Johne
throughout the study., Look up the key f0
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Diagram 2

When John states his theme (20:31) to be, "But these
things are written that you might believe" etc., he is re-
forring to the evidence he has carefully presented in the
book. Throughout the Gospel he has collected selective
evidence and proof to show the validity of his statement
in 20331, end to explain the claims concerning Jesus
stated in the Prologue. Therefore, note how many times
the words "testimony® and "witness" are used in the book.

Look up the indicated references that make up our
"wheel" of proof and see how each is a witness to the

theme a
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The Prologue may be divided into five parts.} Each

one opens up ths book a little further. After this astudy

you should have a good plcture of the entire Gospel, and

thus be prepared for the real study.

1¢hoster Warren Quimby, Johm, The Universal Gospel

{(New Yorks The Haciiillan Company, 1947), pP. 92=93,




1, WHO HE WAS, vv., l=3.
Jesus ealled "The Word"
~ Who is "the Word"? See vve. 14-18. What are His at-

tributes according to these versea? He is called the
"Word"® for a purpose. Read Genesis 13l ff, and see
how %the worlds were made, then compare with v. 3., How
did God apeak in the 0ld Testament? See Hebrews l:l-2.
How does He speak and reveal Himself to us today?
Therefore, can 1t be said that Jesus Christ is the fin-
al revelation of God to man, and thus rightly called
by John, "The Word"™? ;

Jesus® Divinity
Look up the following references and see how they are

condensed in phrases taken from vve 1=3.

8:58 <« "In the beginning" -
1735 <« "the Word was with God"
10:38 « "the Word was God"
2:11 - ™A1l things were made by Him" (check

other miracles 5:8; 6:llh; 917; 11:43.)
Jesus'! Names ({en additional study)
John uses many names for Jeaus-throughout his Gospel.
Find and list them. Ask yourself, "Why did John use

these names™? See 21343 2:29; 2:49; 203283 10373
103113 1l4sb; 15:1; 6335,

2. WBY HE CAME, vv. L-9.
Jesus came to give life

Jesus came for one purpose. See 10:10b. A most sig-




nificant phyohologlcal drive in man is the preserving
of his own 1ife., (Explain why). There is 1ife in

nature and life in man ounly because of their relation

to the Word of God (vv., 1=3). But the original 1ife
that the Spirit of God breathed into man, he lozst
(Cenesis 2:73 3:3,19). Therefore, only God can give
* the 1ife of God, which is eternal life. Thus v. L.
(See also 3316).
Jesus calls men to declsion
Jesus clearly confronts man with a life-death decision.

Throughout the Gospel John displays a fondness for

opposites, such as, 1ife and death, light and darkness,
belief and unbellef, time and eternity, law and grace.
Check briefly in the book for the theme of life-death
as presented in v. L: see 3:18 f£f; 5:26-29; 9:39.
Whet other word does he use for "death"? For the
light-dariness theme see 12:35-36; 8:12. Note the |
clash between the two parts of each theme. Man 1s in
one or the other, Discusa,

Jesus came to conquer
Read v. 5. Were there more who believed on Jesus or
mopre who did not accept Jesus? See 63663 7:32; 8159;
10325-26, HNote that the darkness is rooted in man's
fallure to apprehend Jesus. What was the final re=-
sult of the opposition? See 19117-18. But explain



what John means when he says that this darkness of
opposition did not overcome the light, See 156:33;
12331=32; 1L3:30; 20:1 ff. Name the two ways which
give evidence that the Light did overcome thg darkness,
What does this mean to you and me in the light of
17:14-16 and I John S:lj=5?

3. HOW HE WAS RECEIVED, v. 10=-11,
What 1s the striking thing about verses 10-11% Study
the term "world." Note the light John sheds on this

word in the following passages:

16:11 ruled by the devil
3:36 wrath of God upon it
galb object of God's love

51 Jesus to die for it

16:33 Jesus to overcome it

I John 5:li Church shows the viectory
The rise, development and persistence in unbelief can
be traced in chapters 5-12, What is especially sad in
v. 11? See also 715, What lesson can be learned from
this, especially by those who have been brought up in
the faith from childhood?

. WHAT HE DOES, v. 12.
What does Jesus do? See v. 12, What does the phrase
"gave power to become the sons of God" mean? See
31163 11:40; 1l:3; 13:35. The word "received” used by
John means the same as "believed," Yet faith 1s also

a reception. But is it merely an acceptance of &
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body of knowledge about God? Or is 1t more? 1Is it
making God your own?
The "power”™ to become the children of God comes from
God. It cannot come from man, Therérore, John states
correctly that the person who recelves Jesus as his
Savior and Lord is born of God, v. 13. How do the
following passages underline this truth? See 3:3,5;
6363.

5. WHAT HE REVEALED, vv, 14-18

Jesus 1s the Son of God

Read this section. Connect v. 1 with v. 1l and read,

The VWord before the incarnation (v. 1) was the one
gource of many divine worda spoken through the pro-
phets, The Word Incarnate (v. 1}4) 1s God's Son. He
is the heart and core of the Gospel (Good Hews).
Therefore, it is true to aay that Jesus is the rinll

revelation from God to man, and that one sees the

Father only through Him {14:6-9). Discuss. The In-
carnation is stated in v. 14 in eight words. Find @
them. Although the shortest, yet this is the moat |
profound and acourate account of the Christmas event.
Refer o the other two accounts in Matthew 1:18-2:12, !
and Luke 2:1-20. Although the other two accounts give
vital and beautiful details, yet John's account lays ‘
bare the very heart of the Christmas atoyy.
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An Addivional Study: God made Himself known to men.
Man of himself could not know or find God. God re-
voaled Himself, Study the following passages which
1llustrate this point:

Law the revelation of God 5:46
Prophecies . . LI T X 1)
0ld Testament ™ 3 s 5239
Jdesus Chriast " . M t45=46

Jesus is Man
"The Word became flesh™ means that Jesus became man,
As a man He knows well what we experience in every
part of owr l1life. This 1s important and comforting.
This is why Jesus knows man so well., Scan the follow-
ing chapters and find references to Jesus' humani ¢y s
shapters 2, L, 6, 9, 11, 19. For example, L:6 tells
us that Jesus was weary and hungry.

Jesus revealed God's glory
See v. llb, ™We beheld His glory."™ When John says "we",
he is referring to his fellow~disciples. Whom may it
a@lso include? Is this phrase used as a testimony by
John to validate his book? Can you be a witness to
this same truth, i.e. "bekolding His glory™? This
"beholding™ by the Christian is a necessary experience
if he is %o fully appreciate his Christian faith. But
what does it mean to "behold™ Jesus? Discuss.
"Glory" was the thing that the disciples beheld. This
term needs defining. Since St. John uses 0ld Testa-
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ment language and thought patterns, we must go to the '
ld Testement to establish the pright mesning. "Glory"
in the 0Ld Yestament often refers to the "self™ or the
"goul® of a man. (See Psalm 16:9; S57:8; 108:1). The
reagon for this might be that man's 1nner charactsr or
"soul®™ is the most "glorioua” part of him, Glory is
the whole personal activity of the liviag God, not
merely oune of ills atvributes. Thus God'’s glory comes
to meen "His very self and essence all divine." God's
glory is not kaown besause of the research of men, but
becauze of ths selfwravaiation of God., His "giory® is
His selil-revealed character of being. Therefore, when
men say, "Cive glory to God," much more ia meant than
that they are extolling & power and & goodnees whioch
they have somehow discoversd for themselves., They are
rather acknowledging their faith in God's essential
belng and revealed character. %o Hgive glory to -God™
is not to say, "Glory be to God,” but “Glory delongs
to God.,” God menifests His glory, makea it visible
and sctual in deeds of power, mercy, forgiveness, and

judgment for man's deliverance and advantage.l

1z, H. Stpachen, The Pourth Gospel (Third edition; Lon-
don: Student Christian Movement Pvess, 1941), p. 103.

\*‘-‘_7
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This "glory" it was to which Israel looked forward,
The hope of the devout Israclites was that the glory
of God would be exalted above all the earth and that
all nations would see His glory (see Isaiah 6318 and
3582), See John 2311y S82 £f.; 632 £f.3 17:1.
Diascuss.

Jegus revealsd God's grace and truth
Ses v, 16-17. What is the blg difference between v.
17a end v, 17b7 Was Homes the author of ths law?
Grace ia the New Tbatament equivalent of the word
"merey” used in the 0ld Testament. See Psalms 251103
57810, In the New Testament the dlsciples not only
gaw the glory of God manifeated in power, but also in
grace end truth. The word "grace™ is not used outaide
the prologus, but emerges throughout the Gospel in the
word ®love"., See 3116, The word "truth® frequently
occurs in the words and diseourses of Jesus, which are
the words of God.

Jesus revealed God
See v. 18. The emphasis is on Jesus as the only
shannel through which God can be known. See 83123
624,85 10:7p 1436, Jesus can reveal God to men because
He §s the Son of the Father, v. 18. See also 8:19;
3:16. Jesus can reveal God to man because He is the

only one who has seen the Father, V. 18, See also
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6:45-i63 17:26. This fact again shows why Jesus is
the final revelation of God to man, See Hebrews
131"20

CONCLUSION
Refer to the diagram 1 and 2, Do you begin to see
whet they attempt to illustrate? Constantly refer
back o the prologue as a summary of the entire book,
Koever forget the object and purpose of the writer,

i.e. 20:31.




UNIT TWO
LIFE

Life is an appealing word. Everybody wants life., It
sums up man's dreams. It is the ground of his existence.
It is the ons thing of which all men want more. It is the
one thing most dear to man., That may well be one of the
reasons that John usea this term to carry through the theme
of his Goaspel. TFor ths purpose of the Gospel is to give
life. Note the key verse, "But these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in his name®™ (20:31).

l. JESUS AS THE LIFE

Jeaus ie the life
That Jesus is the Life constitutes the main part of
the theme of the book., See 20331 (™,..you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ...and may have life"). One
cannot have the one without the other, and when one
has one, one has the other, All modern philosophic,
moralistic, and sclentific interpretations of life,
however valueble they may otherwise be, are, when
weighed in the balance of divine judgment, meaningless
and empty without Jesus Christ. To think of l1ife
epart from Jesus Christ is from God's point of view a

catastrophic approach to the problem of one's exist-
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ence an purpose, The Christian must understand this}
That is why John throughout his Gospel repeatedly
articulates end emphasiges this truth. Study the
followings

iote - almost every chapter in John aligns life
with JOSUB,

Jesus is the Bestower of life

of all things, see 1:3; 1:10.
Jesus-Bestower of the soul, see l:lli; 6:35.

of the body, see 6:40; 11:38=4).
Note: Though Jesus performed some miracles that do not
suggeat the giving of life to the body, yet John dedi-
cates a whole chapter to the resurrection of the dody,
i.e. the raising of Lazareth from the dead (chapter

eleven),

Jesus is the Sovereign of life
Jesus not only gives life to whom He wills (1l:h3-L)),

that iz eternal 1ife of the body and the soul (6:40);
but He iz also able to heal the body of thoss infir-
mities that do not permit man to enjoy the perfect
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life, See 9:l ff. Jesua healed a blind man. This act
showed Jesus' soverelgnty over the infirmities of the |

body and Hia concern for man's physical ills., But He
not only gave this man health, He also gave this man
1ife (9:35-39). To be cured of Physical blindness be-
comes part of the "abundant 1ife™ (10:10b). The man
whose sight had been reatored could now through the
spiritual eyes of faith "ses™ Jesus as the Christ
(9:38), and thus have life (20:31).

Jesus is the soverelign of 1ife because He can give
1ife to whom He wills. Compare 5:21 with 11:25 and
11:L3, and explain the relation of these passages.
Jesus is the sovereign of 1ife because He can give
life to Himself. Compars the story in chapter eleven,
also 11:50-52 and 10:17-18, with 20:1 ff. Again note
the stresa and development of John's thought with re-
spect to Jesus! sovereignty over life. The Resurrec-
tion Chapter (chapter eleven) foreshadows His own re-
surrection, for the record of the death and resurrec-
tion of Lazarus for the greater glory of God and for
the glorification of His Son is enclosed by references

to the death and resurrection of Jesus for the sal-

vation of the world, (10317-18; 11:50~52). This is the

greater glory of God and the greater glorification of
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His Son {1731).} Thus Jesus the Sovereign of life,

givess

the abundant life « 10210, 17=18.

the resurrection and 1ife - 11:25, L0,

life to Himself ' - 2031 ff,
All of this truth has msaning for the life we now have
in Christ. It assures us and makee possible our resur-

rection and fubure 1ife.

1. THE MFANING OF THE 'TERM "LIFE® AS JDﬁN USES IT
John stresses two features of life: (1) its duration or
length; (2) its quallty or nature. Unless both of
these featurss are c¢learly seen, John's frequent usage
of the term 13 not fully gresped. John may even seem
to contradict himself at times.

The duration or length of 1ifs
John often speaks of "eternal life." But this is for
him both a present and a future reality. See 20:31,
"you may have life;" 33116, "but bave eternal life;”
10:10, "mey have life." Eternsl 1ife is what the
Christian has now. It is also something for which he
looks in the future. See 4illi and note that life

Jidwyn Clement Hoskyns, The Fourth Gospel, edited by
Francis ngl Davey (Second edition} London: Faber and Fabsr
Limited, 1947), p. 400.
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begins in man when he believes, and this life continues
eternally. See 5:2l, especilally the words, "but has
paased from death to life."™ John does not say, "will
pase,” but that a man possesses the life of God at the
time he comes o falth in Jesus.. Therefore, life, as
John uses the word, is a gift bestowed by Jesus here
in time, and not one given in “heaven,®™ though the
Christian fully enjoys this gift only when his body
has been raised to immortality. Thus the Christian's

sojourn here on earth is:

P ‘\’ sical cleath

A\
a period o which he alread

as lise a {
0\ YRR PECTRGTTTIR |

In showing what the 1ife in Chriat really is, John

N OTW waiting

(o) lo 20 FO 40 §o

BuT

does not minimize the glory of the resurrection. The
believer alsc dies. His body returns to the duat of
the earth. Not because the body is more corrupt than
the soul, as some believe, but because God s0 willed
1t that also the Christian!s body fall aslesp to be
raised on the last day. Yet because of the new life
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which God has created, the Christian never really dies,
but lives eternally with God.

See 11l:25 and memorize., Note the apparent contradic-
tion in the statement that, "though he die"™ and "shall
never die.," dJesus here says the above twe truths in

the same breath. Thus:

h\r\/}'toever /fue: ancl Ael;eve;

in Me shall never <lire. ee—

I

resurrectron He.qven

3 f"wurl' he cie, ch shell he Jl"t.. 3

-EMFGFQ [ Abode

Lw—. <

See 6:4,0. Note again the tio‘emphasis in this verse:
"should have eternal life" (present reality); and "I
will raise him up" (future reality). Peruse chapter
six and find three other similar phrases used by Jesus
concerning the resurrection, What happens therefore,
when a person believes 1s this: he does not at once go
to heaven, but heaven comes to him., Discuss this

truth and 1ts relevance to the Christiant’s faith and

daily 14ving.

The quality or nature of 1life

Man elther has 1life or death abiding in hiam, It is an
either-or proposition to the exolusion of every middle.

John very oclearly and decisively draws antitheses of
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life-death, lightedarkness, or truth-falsehood throughe
out the Gospel, Cheok ths following:

LIFE elther-opr DEATH
3:8 not condemned condemned already
$36 belisverseiife unbel ievers-wrath
11y never thirst thirst again
§l2 1light darkness
8:2; unless you believe you die in sin

Additional study: 3116-215 l3h=5, 9-12; 512529,

Thers is no middle or "twilight® area with God, Study
the following dlagram in the light of the above and
discuss in relation to modern msa's conception of his

relationship to God:

False Concep?
Preva [ant 1/‘0407

.701' k" eSS

—_— ' . '
Jo bns (ctvre oF manls

re (ation 1o God

To ablde between the light and the darkness is a daily
temptation for ths Christian, Since he is still en-
cunbered with sin, the Christian finds it very "com-
fortable® to stay in the shadows and not walk in the
1ight of the Gospel (the 1ife of God). He tries to
belong %o the world as well as to Jesus Christ, See

I John 136«7 and discuss, When a person belleves in
the Loprd Jesus Christ as his Savior from the law, sin,
and death, he has passed completely from the realm of
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death into the realm of life, and therefores should
live in the Light (8:12),

3. LIFE IS A PROCESS FROM GOD TO GOD

Life is from God, It is His creation
This 1ife is from God and can come only from Him. ¥No
one else and nothing else can raise man into God's pre-
sence or %o & plane where he can make & c¢laim on God.
See Lsll; 6:49-51; 5321, and answer the question,
"Where does this life stem from?" Does 1:13 fully
anawer the question? it is God who gives you and me
1ife, and He alone! See 63165, Have you contributed
anything to the 1ife of God in you? Because God has
done evsrything for man's salvation, and because man
ean do nothing to add to this life from God (3:6),
does not God's grace and undeserved love become all
the more wonderful and amazing? Study the following
diagram. Why do Lutherans emphasize this truth

"saved alone by grace?"

GOD

God does
RLL in
ll/ln o

a nd me ’l'Ff
He S'f'qr'f! l+'
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Life is from CGod, He glves it only through Jesus Christ,

Life

This is the purpose of tﬁe Goaspel, 20:31. To believe
on Jesus ls life. See part one of this unit., Note
also the many "I am" clauses used by Jesus: 6:35; 8:12;
10311; 1h436. Explain why Christianity is a very
"narrow-ninded®™ religion. Always note how Jesus
mediates God and man; between life and man, See 3:16
£r; 8:19; 5:23; 14:6-7. There is no life outside
Jesus Christ, 13k,

in God has 1ts beginning in the new birth

If you are a Christian, you were born agaln. You were
born physically by your mother, But you were also
born spiritually by the Spirit of God through baptiam.
You were born, as John puts 1t, "of water and the
Spirit" (3:5). Read 2:23-3:15. According to vv. 3

to 5 is 1t absolutely nooaséary for every man to be
born the second time? Why? The answer is given in

ve 3b and 6, Study the following diagrams
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Wcz"'tv Se e ks .|+J' OWn
level. T+ rises Ne I-u'.r/te:-
+han (ts sovrse. “This s
a <t w o'f nq“'ure. So +oo

with +he law of sp I/f;+uq"
+kw.'75 — ‘ ,
T+ you

5 Hdrt
with K'N GDoM

man our cml'\/ 0
T e, OF GOB  GOD Chly i)

& l ’f; Come I;!fo ‘/'Av
M N Kl"‘ Deom kl;\7doﬂ1 > f {601
($lesh) OF a ‘man Mmus -
J” "A N born of Hl! .Y,q'ﬂ'f,
l ! , God s the onl
sovrse o4 LIFE/

To be in the Kingdom of God means to share 1h the life
of God. For the Kingdom of God 1s where God rules.
And where He rules there 1s life. Bui note that there
are the two realms. That which 1s born of each re-
mains and must remain within the area of that which
has begotten it or gives 1t birth.l If man was born
of flesh, he stays in the realm of flesh, that is, of
sln end depravity. He cannot be in the realm of the
Spirit of life unless he was born of the Spirit., There-

11bid., p. 215
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fore, no one can of himself, through self=-diacipline
and personal striving ascend high enough in the laddey
of the flesh to be able to oross over to the realm of
the 1ife of God, Study the following!

l Kinevom o1 God
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depends on two "musts”"

The first must is in 331k, "so must the Son of man be
1ifted up." Jesus here refers to the event recordsd
in Humbers 21:8-9. Moses had been ordered by God %o
affix a serpent of bronsze on & pole. Whoever looked
upon this serpent, in faith, was healed. Just as this
serpent was set on a pole of wood, so Jesus would be
nailed to a wooden cross., This would be necessary, so
that whoever looks on Him in faith might have eternal
life, Study the following passages and their relation

to the redemptive event in history:
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103150 o Jesus dies so that liis own will not
nave to dle,

lg « Jesus dled for men of his own volition

1 - "zave™ for your sins and mine

33 o "prepare®™ refers to the necessity of

’ Jesus' pession and orucifixion
11350-52- Jesus a substitute for the children of
God

Tae segond must 1s in 337, It depends entirely on the

first must (331l)., Because of Jesus' redemptive and

atoning work by His death and resurrection, the Spirit

of God csn glve man the life of God, That life of God

whioh man lost in the fall (Genesis 3:1 £f.).

Therafore, God had to send His Son, 1f the world was

to have 1ife., HBut man must belleve in His Son, so

that the Spirit can create im him this gift of life.

A man must be born anew, otherwise he will never sece

the kingdom of God.
and Judgment
A porson has 1ife when he believes in Jesus Christ as

his personal Savior. He is under condemnation and

judgment however if he does not belleve. If one does
not accept Jesus, he 1s condemned now in time, He,
too, will be resurrected, but he will be resurrected

tc eternal judgment., Study the following diagram and

£111 in by snswering the gquestionag
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1. When are men confronted with the decision of
believing or not believing? (See 9:35 f£f,)

2. When does 1life begin? (See 5:2l;)

Jeo When does judgment begin? (See 3:16=21)

4o VWhen is the final judgment? (See 5:28-29)

lal"’ plv LI "f
ETERNAL
Unbe [icve r ’Rg,‘", e hion Deq +h

Judgment is not just something happening to us, but
something happening in us., The following illustration
may be beneficial, The day the tippler begins to

. 8oream and ery as a result of delirium tremens is not
bis judgment. It 1s but the final evidence that for a
long time previously he had substituted alcoholic ex-
hilaration for the sober facing of soclal problems.
For a long time he had been living in a false world of
escape, Again, the fallure of a student in the final
examination is not his real judgment. His actual
Judgment arises from his daily refusal to study, so
that all his life he must surfér from the punishment
of indolence and ignorance.l So, tco, when a man cone

fronted by God in His Gospel does not believe, he

lQuimby, OPo 2_;_-_&0' Po 129'
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places himself under condemnation and God's wrath from

that moment forward to all eternity.

CONCLUSION
l. Life is found only in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2. A man has life when he comes to faith,
3. A man can only believe if he is reborn of the Spirit.
Lo Life 1s a gift of God.
5. Man is either in the realm of life or in the realm

of death and condemnation.




UNIT THREE
GHILDREN OF GOD

'Tha Fourth Gospel says much concerning those who are
the "ohildren of God.® It 1s the alm of this unit to note
in the Gospel of John some of the truths that he reveals to
the disciples of the Lord Jesus concerning their status as
followers of Christ, This study should be most significant
for the Christian. For it is undeniable that Christians
often fail to attaoh'surricioﬂt meaning to the term "child
of God," o term which is frequently found in Scripture to
denote the Christien's true relation to God. Let us see
what Joebn hes to say in his Gospel regarding the children of
God,

The term "ehildren of God™ appears only twice in the
Gospel of Jokn, namely in 11352 and in 1312, But the term
ie unfolded throughout the book. The following study will
help clarify this term end to lead to & desper appreciation

of its profound meaning.




CHRISTIANS ARE THE DEAR CHILDREX OF GOD BECAUSE THEY ARE
CHOSEN BY 40
We of ourselves have no claim on God to bscome fils dear
children, He and He alone has chosen you and mwe to be
lils. Therefore, we as His children are exhibitions of
the wonderful graece and mercy of God. Glve thought to
the following considerations:
¥hy was I born here? Why was I not born there?
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hy was I born in Why was I not born in that
this home? home?

Why was I baptized Why was I not brought up
in a Christian church? in a religion that does not
; know Jesus as the Savior?

Exemine 1335 ff', and note how Jesus chose His discip-
les, Name the six referred to in this chapter., Note
the word "found™ in v, 43, and compare this verse with
©:70 and 15316. The word "found™ does not mean to dis-
cover by accident, but it implies in the passages in
this first chapter of John the idea of "searching out,"
The disciples had nothing within themselves to boast of
when Jesus chose them to be His disciples. 4nd so no
han has anything whatsoever on account of which he be-
cumes a child of God. God chooses him moved only by a
consideration lying in God, namely, Hls grace. Look
up 6365 and underline the words "no one" and "unless.”

You and I have come to falth because God has granted
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us the power to believe, Where 1s boasting? In the
Sacerdotal Prayer in which Jesus also refers to the
children of God (17:11), He says that we were "given"
o Him by God, God gave, because God chose. Therefore,
Christians can call themselves the very chosen of God,
even as Israsl was the chosen nation of God.

An additionmal study
Study the account of the Woman at the Well (chapter
four), HNote the route of the journey; the reason why
Jesus stopped the social barrier which separated Jews
from Samaritansj the time when Jesus rests (the sixth
hour); the absence of His disciplesj Jesus' method of
telling the woman the (Gospel. Study these features in
the light of Jesus' "finding" this woman for she, too,

was chosen of God.

CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY ARE BEGOTTEN
OF GOD
For a person to become a child of God it 1s absolutely
neceasary that he is born or begotten of God. Refer
to unilt two, section three, where the necessity of be-
ing born of God is discussed., Peruse 3:1-16 for a sum-
mary ofrhnw a man is born of God.
Now study 1:12-13. According to this passage, we gre
the children of God because "He (Christ) gave us power

to boqoﬁe the children of God."
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: «who receive Him, i.e. Josus
Children of God are -who believe on His name, i.e.
therefore pesople the name of Jesus

-who are born of God

In 1313 Jobn uses, in the original, the plural of

“blocd.” He does this for a purpose. What is that

purpose? Yo understand his purpose, we must take into

account the entire verse. He continues in 1:13, "nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man.,"™ His
purpose obviously is to rule out the children of God

naving become the children of God as a result of a

human process. Only God is able to create children of

Godl He performs this act through regenseration. There-~

fore, if you are a child of God, you became such thro=

ugh the creative power and the will of God.

Thus we are the children of God because we were borns
not of bloods (genealogy) but of blood (Jesus)
not of the will of man but of God
not as a result of any but as a result of the

other cause in man creative power of God

not because we were born but because we were
into a church family born (begotten) of God

crict

CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY BELONG TO

GOD
Contemplate the following thoughts which appear in

chapter ten,

Wie are the sheep spoken of in 1031 ff.

We are called "his own® in 1033-l.
wn by Him individually, 10:1l.
g: 2:: :::od bzcausa He laid down His 1life, 10:15.

We are secure in God's embrace, 10329.
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The lest thought is especially comforting for the child
of God. It assures him of the new l1life and inheritance
which he now possesses., Being a child of God you can-

not be snatched away from Him. You bélong to God. You

are His possession,

CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY ABIDE IN HIM

AND HFE IN THEM
God is everywhere. But as a loving Father, God 1z only
in and with His children. Unbelievers can say, "God is
with me,™ But only children of God can say, "our
Father, who is in heaven, abides with us and in us."
This abiding presence of God fthe Fathef in and with His
children is the guarantee that He will forever abide in
end with them in heaven. This "abiding" is frequently
referred to in John's Gospel. Chapter fifteen is call-
ed by many the "Vine Chapter" because it gives a wonder- .
ful picture of how & child of God abides in the Lord
Jesus, and how Jesus abides in him. Read 15:1-11,
Keep the following thoughts in mind when reading this
section., Why must I sbide in Christ? What is the pur-
pose of ablding in Christ? VWhat is the joy of ablding

in Christ?

The answers to these inguiries should be:
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Abiding in Christ -

Is absolutely necessary, v. 56, for only in

Christ can one do good works, and without Him
one can do nothings

Iz communion with Ged, v. 7, for the prayers of
one who abides in Jesus are heard and answered;
Is for a purposs, v. 8, that God may be florified
by this teatimony of His disciples;
LIs exhlbived in His love, v. 10, if the Christien
obeys God's will,
Therefore, to ablde in Christ fills the Christian with
JO¥s Ve 11, for he knows that God is abiding in and
with him. I% 1s not enough for a Christian merely to
follow Jesus, but the Christian must learn to abide
with the Lord. dJesus! first disciples learned this.
See 1337,39. Note that the disciples did not just
"follow™ Him, but they also "stayed™ (abode) with Him.,
The Christisn likes to follow his Lord Jesus, but he 1s
a8 true disciple only if he abides in the Word of Jesus.
That His disciples might abide in Him is part of Jesus'
Sacerdotal prayer for the Church, 17:21-23.
The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit
The disciples could abide with Jesus as long as He re-
mained on this earth, But when He was to ascend into
heaven, who was to take His place and abide with them?
See 14:16-17, Discuss the importance for the child of
God of the ablding presence of the Spirit of God.
Thus when we pray to God, the request for His Spirit
should be our first and most important concern. (Luke

11:13)., Why? Refer to the following passages and
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discuss the added statements.

1:16-17 « the Holy Spirit will abide in the be-

liever
1l4325-26 « the Holy Spirit will teach him all
b things
15326 - the Holy Spirit will confirm faith
16387=11 « the Holy Spirit will convince the world

: of s8in, rightouaness, and Jjudgment
16:13-1l « the Holy Spirit will lead the believer
into all truth

CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY LIVE FOR GOD
In his Gospel, John devotes much space to the difference
between those who are the children of God and those who
are not; those who live for God, and those who do not.
See unit four on "Belief end Unbelief." Living for God
is belleving in His Son (9335 ff.), doing His will
(6340), continuing in His Word (8:131), resisting sin
(8:34=36), not being of the world (15:19), not being
children of the Prince of this world (8:4l), and living
es children of the Light (8:12).

Many of these truths you know. But you need to become
fully aware of them. The child of God who lives for
God must strive to observe also the following:

Living for God means worship
Study 12:1-8, 12-15. Discover in these pasaages such
features of worship as:

adoration
sacrifice
love
devotion

praise
honor
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An additional study; Examine the Lutheran order of Wore
ship in the Lutheran Hymnal.l See how & child of God
can observe the elements of true worship by comparing
the order of service with the factors of worship re-
ferrod to above,

Living for God means living for the brother
A ¢child of God thinks not only of his relation to God,
but also of hisvrelation to his fellowman because of
his new relationship to God, John emphasises this in
Jesus® last discourses with His disciples. Study
13:15-17 and compare this passege with 13:1-11. Read
13:34«35 and note why this emphasis on love is called
by Jesus & "new sommendment® and why it is so important.
See 15:12-1l. Here Jesus calls Christians "friends"
and not "servands™ Af they love one another. Study
and diascuss the followihg diagram and note that the
Christian wmust not only think of his relation to God,

but also to his fellowmen.

1Tho f.utheran Hymnal (St. Louls: Concordia Fublishing
House, 1941), pp. s*ii"“
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God
The relation of the child of N
God to God has often been de-
fined as a "vertical®™ relation. t

The relation of the shild of

God to his fellowmgn has ofteﬁ

besn defined as a "horizontal Mané& T ]+m
relation. = 7,

God
In a sense, however, the child |
of God lives & cruciform life. i
He lives both for God and for man > | man

his fellowmen, although one must
remember that the Christian's
iife in God 1s the source of his
1ife for his fellowmen.

An additional study: examine the exhortations in the
Epistles, for example, Romans 12:9-12; Ephesians 5:1
rr.g 61105 I John 2:7-11. Which command is most
often repeated, and which sin is the one most often
committed? We surely agree that 1t is the command that
Christians love one another and the sin of lovelessness.
Illustrate this blight on Christianity from current exe
amples. Discuss, in the light of the above, community

problems, charity efforts, the color question, labor-
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managensnt relatlonships, ete. How can children of God

manifeat their love when they are face to face with

such and such phenomena?

It is possible for one %o become a child of God only
because of the redemptive work of God's Son, Jesus Christ.
Hevertholess, to become a child of God, one must believe in
Jesus Christ. Whoever does not believe in Jesus, who re-
vealed the Father and who fulfilled the Father?s will by re-
deeming man from sin, death and the power of the devil, can-
not become 2 child of God, Study the following passages and
note the persecn and will of the Father and John's concern to
stress the close relationship between Jesus and His Father,
These passages culminate in the saying of Jesus that He and
the Pather are one (10:30). Jesus may never be thought of
in total independence of the Father, nor may the Father be

thought of in total independence of the Son.

5322 - the Father gives all judgment to the Son
5321 « the Father gives life through His Son
5323 « Une must honor the Son as the Father

5=2g - One who hears the Son ggar: th:ig::har

7:16 ~ Jesus®' teechings is God's teac

8319 = If one knows Jesus, one knowa the Father
8342 - If God Is your Father, you love Jesus i
129 - If you see Jesus, you have seen the Fathor

Children of God believe in Jesus Christ because they belleve

His Gospel
y if he belleves

A person can become a child of God onl
He can believe in Jesus Christ only

Thus faith in the

in Jeaus Christ.
if he hears and accepts His Gospel.
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Gospel bringa about a loving relationship betwsen the
Christlen and his Lord. Study the following in the
light of this truths

"I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will
be saved, and will go in and out end find pasture”

(10:950

Door « simpllcity of the Gospel
By Me ~ exclusiveness of a
Any Une - universality of L
Savod - promise of the -

Go in and out - liberty of the "
Pasture - provision of the -

An additional study:
The children of God are to have His joy fulfilled in
themselves, What is this "joy" that should fill the
child of God? Chapter seventeen reflects the joy that
filled the heart of the Savior. Christians are privi-

leged to share in that joy.

Refer to the verses indicated, and give each statement

aome thoughts

Key Verse - 17:13

The joy of speaking with the Father . o« o o Vo 1
The joy of eternal 11fe ¢ o + o s « o o o o Ve 2 :
The joy of belng accepted by God o ¢ « « o Vo Uy

The joy of knowing that our Lord prays for u: o

he Father ve 11
The joy of being kept by the Tea

The joy of kmowing His Joy Tiielae v
Tha joy of separatlon . ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 1%’ L

Th ofbeinaent...........v.
Thg ggg of fellgwship with God and believersxzr3 21l-

Thejoyoffutureglory....o.-.ooivrogé
The jOy of kno‘ins God's 1OV® ¢ © o » o o o °




UNIT FOUR
BELIEF AWD UNBELIEP

This unit attempts to show how John develops the great
oppoaltion of the people againat Jesus, It traces this op-
pogition in chapters five to eight. The opposition is basi=-
cally unbelisf. The observation of the Lord Jesus, "fe that
1s not with me, is againat me" (Matthew 12:30), is well
iilustrated in Jouhn's Gcapél. Wherevey Jeaus preassnted Him-
gelf to man, we always note an irreconcilable opposition to
liim by many. We nots, too, that the few who believe in Him
become strenger in thelr faith, and those who do not belleve
become aven mors hardened and determined in their opposition.
Han i to be sure, interssted in Jesus Chriet. Bul he wants
to fashion his own Christ end mot merely to accept one whioch
God offers him., Thersfope he spurns and rejests the Christ
revealed by Cod in Seriplure.

Before one can properly and fully appreciate John's dramatic
account of the development of opposition to Jesus, one must

bear in mind that John presents Jesus as the object of faith

in chspters one to four.
Jesus-the object of faith

Briefly scan chapters one to four. Find the informa-
tion desired to fill in diagram three.

attempt to set forth thease events in chronoclogical

John does not
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order. Bub he has recorded them primarily to show

that Jesus 18 the objeet of faith.

Referring to the first four chapters in John, Westoott

therefore appropriately remarks:
iUp o this present time the Lord has offered Him-
sell to typieal representatives of the whole Jew-
ish race at Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and
in Galiles, in such a way as to satisfy the ele-
ments of true falth, HNow the confliet begins
which issues in the Passion, 8tep by step faith
and unbelief are called out in a parallel develop=-
ment, The works and words of Christ become a
power for the revelation of man's thoughts. The
main scene of this saddeat of all conceivable
tragedies is Jerusalem. The crisesz of ite devel-

opment are the national Festivals. And the whole
controversy 1s gathered round three miracles.l

Jesus=the object of unbelief
The opposition of the Jews toward Jesus was roo%ted in :
their failure to apprehend Him and His teachings.?
It is essential to note that when a person does not see
God in Christ and does hot accept Jeaus as his Savior,
every other phase of his faith and religion becomes
warped and meaningless., Hoskyns makes the telling

observation:

lprooke Foss Westcott, The Gospel According to St. Johm
(Grand Rapids, Mich,: Wm. é. Ferdmans Publishing Co., 1950},

r. 80,

2Hoskyns, ope. cit., Po 143.

I—
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By thelr fallure to recognize the Messiah in whom
the law and the prophets are fulfilled, the Jews
have shown that they have misunderstood thelr own
worshlp (11,20), thelr own practices of purifica-
tion (11,6), the Sabbath (v, 18), the Scriptures
{v, 39,0,47), and the Passover (vi, 4); and so
far from accepting the authority of God, they are
actively engaged in tfe service of their father
the devil (viii, L}).

GUIDES FOR THE STUDY
Diagram four gives an overview of the whole book as
presented by John. Study this diagram and at the end
of this unit £111 in titles for qach chapter studled.
For example, ehapisr ten could be titled "the Good
Shepherd,.®
Hote that chapters five to twelve in John trace the
growth of unbelief. We shall however, in this unit
1imit ourselves to a study of chapters five to eight
and show how John presents men's conflict with God.
The scurce of this conflict is man's refusal to acknow-
ledge God's revelation In Jesus Christ, His Son. The
following outline shall serve as a guide for this study

lipid., p. 173.
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The Conflie
"TB:fLiE:BE§

gutline Chap. Place Ocecasion The Issue(s) of
the Conflich

1. The Preluds

(a)The Son and Jeru- Jesus heals Jesus asserts His
the Father salem lame man on authority as the
Sabbath Son of God., There-
fore He must be
honored as the
Father

p¥2 1

(b)Christ and
lan 6 Gale~
ilee Jesus feeds Jesus asserts that
the 5000 He 18 the Bread of
Life; that He must
die; that a dis-
ciple must "eat of
His bodyeaeo"

(6:53)
2. The Great
Controversy
(a)The Revelati-
on of Faith
and Unbeliefl
aa,The Meast 7&8 Jeru- Jesus ex~ Jesus shows that
of Taber- salem poses the the people do not
nacles people's know the God they
motives confess because
and unbe- they will not
lief ¥mow Him.
bb.The Feast Q&l0 Jeru- Jesus heals Some believe and
of Dedi- salem the blind some do not.
cation man on a Jesus accused of
Sabbath blasphemy because

He "makes Himself
God"™ (10:33). The
Jews attempt to
stone Him.
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Outline Chap. Flace Oceasion The Issue(s) of
the Conflict

(b)The Deciszive

Judgment
aa,The {inal 1l Bethe Joesus rais- Jesus demonstre
sign and any es Lazarus ates [is final
1%s issues from the authority es the
dead Giver of Life to
all men, #eny be-
lleve,
She%he close 12 Bethe Jesus rides
ef Jeazus? any into Jeruy- Jesue challen=
ministry & 2alem as the ges the Jews
Jerye King either to accept
s8lem Him as the Heasse

iah or to dis-
prove iis claim
that He is the
Measiah,

CHAPTER wive

In this section, chapters five to twelve, John always
has Jesus reveal Himself at one of the ma jor feasts
(5313 G3ly; 7325 103225 12113 13:1). Each of these
feasts was for Him an ocoasion at which He revealed
Himsel? ag the Messiah, Jesus performed two of the few
mirecles which John reports in this section on a Sabe
bath {5:9; 9316), It seems that, according to John,

Jesus purposely chose the Sabbath on which to perform

these two miracles. For Jesus obviously intended to

show not only that acts of charity were permiasible on .

the Sabbath, but He also fully appreciated that the
Sabbath lent itself as & superior opportunity on which
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He could menifest His divine glory.

Jesus heals the lame man
Read 53118, Note the development of faith in the lame
man and the blind man (5:1 £f.3 931 ff.). But note
elso differences in this development. But John's chief
concern in these two chapters is to show the growth of
opposition and unbellef resulting from the Savior'’s
mivacles, S8ee the reaction of the Jews in S:17 £f, and
in 9313 ff., Study the following to. see how John uses
these miracles to show‘the progressive development of

hostility and rejection.

LARZARUVS
(11.)

P Sl’u that dead
Shall hear vaiv of
G el and live

The BLIND MEN
(4:1 f£)

The LAPrE IMAN
(5:154)

NOBLEMRN 'S
soN (4:4¢#

&~ witness oF c man. Fo
the “Jnformed " Jews

&— need of a :r:,ri $or Hu
Prero14+u;r Qs +‘!O Soﬂ

«— ncecd oF 4:;'7., for farth

The rejection of Jesus se the Son of God (5:17-18) is a
direct rejection of the love of God (3:16). The preach-
ing of the cross results either in the condemnation of

those who do not believe or in the salvation of those

who believe (5:26-27).
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The discourse that followe the miracle recorded in
5317=47 1s a result of the miracle performed. The
miracle became the occasion for this discussion of Je-
sus with the Jews. This group of Jews was probably a
small, trained audience, Let us analyse the argument.
The nature and prerogatives of the Son, vv. 19-29,
Jesus says that in the action of the Son, men are tc ses
the action of the Pather, and that in honoring the Son,
they are honoring the Father.l Study the above propo-
aition Py ncting the "for" in the following passages:

(el L

ve 19b - "for whatever the - for His action is
Father does, that the same as His
the Son does like- Father's
wise™

ve 20 « "For the Father - for His Father has
loves the Son,; and given Him the full
shows him all..." revelation of God

Vo 21 = "For as the Father -~ for through Jesus
raiases the dead, so men have life

alao the Son gives
life to whom He
will®

"sor the Father jud- = for all judggent

Vo 22 -
ges no one, but has has been given to
given all Judgment the Son.
to the Son

lgestcott, op. clt., p. 8k
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Therefore every man must honor the Son even as he honor
the Father, v. 23, We agree with Westcott that to those
who failed to homor Jesus as the Christ, all His mira-
cles appeared to be no more than prodogies. "Their
effect was astonishment but not belier."l
Conclusion: unbelief exists where man does not honor
Jesus a&s he honors God}

The authority of the Seriptures and the ground of unbelief,
e 3Leli7.
Unbelief is the refusal to acknowledge and submit to
God (in total disregard of every witness He gives con-
cerning Himself), whether that witness is one which He
gives directly or through prophets or through the
written Word of the prophets. Nevertheless, according
to Jesus, there can be genuine and saving belief in the
written Word only, if there is belief in Jesus Christ,
The written Scriptures must be believed in the light of
the revelation of the final Word (1l:1, 1lij) of God, that
is, the Son of God incarnate. In refusing to acknow=-
ledge God‘s revelation of Himself (5:37-39). Study the

following:

11b1d., p. 85
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All thes witnesses point to Jesua as the Christ. He is
the heart and core of thelr message. If one says that
he believes in any one of them, he must also belisve in
Him to whom they point. Study the following by refer-
ring to the indicated passages:

Can you recall Bible passages which illustrate how

¥oses, the prophets, John the Baptist, the Father, and
Jesus Himself witness to the faot that Jesus was sent
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of the Father and i1s His Son? Unbelief will not accept
the Holy Seriptures, HNote the authority which Jesus
attached to the Soriptures in these few verses of John.
They are God's Vord (5:38). They alone proclaim and be
stow 1life (5:39). They testify of Jesus (5:39).

CHAPTER SIX
Read the sccount of the feeding of the five thousand,
631-13. In 6126 Jesus reveals the real purpose why the
people constantly seek Him. The cause of unbelief is
often man's selfish desire for "free bread,"” that is,
@ desire for an easy and comfortable existence in this
life with no thought of eternity, 6:27. Discuss. HNote
how John again connects a miracle in Jesus?! life with a
particular teaching. The Synoptiocs do not do this.
See Matthew 1l:15 ff.; Mark 6:35 f£f.; Luke 9:12 f£f.;
none of the Synoptics point to the real purpose of
Jesus' feeding the five thousand, that is, to give to
men eternal life. The followihg illusirates the re-
lation between chapters five and six, and how they both
develop the theme-the conflict.

Chapter Place Content of Unbelief Jesus shows dimself
as:

5 Jerusalem The Jews though de-  The fulfillment
fending the Law and of the Law and
the Scriptures dis- the Scoriptures.
play their disbelief Therefore He has
in God and Jesus, a rightful claim

and their belief in on faith.

e
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Chapter Place Content of Unbellef Jesus shows Himself

as:
themselves (S:hh<47).
& Galilee The Galileans com= The fulfill-
bine materialism ment of man'a
‘and superstition in need for abide
such a way as to dis- ing food and a
play no greater ca- King. There=

pacity for faith than fors, again, He

the Jews in Jerusalem.l has a rightful

(6:27,42). claim on faith,
Read vv, 25~7l. Note the subject of the three dis-
coursess vve. 263405 wve 41:513 vv. 52-58., Note also ths
reference to unbeliaf in the simple question in v. 25;
the murmuring in v. 413 the contention in v, 52. Ex-

amine diegram five for further study of the differsnce

between bellef and unbelief. Discuss.

A summary
Chapter six shows that unbellef lies in the inability
of the Jews "to apprehend the nature of the gift by
which God gives 1life to the world (vv. 32,33) and in
theiy consequent inability to perceive the revelation

of that gift in the audible words and visible acts of
Jesus (vv. 35,36,ho,h5)."2

lﬁoskyns. ope cit.; Pe 2770
2Ibid., p. 283.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Read T:l-l3., An analysis of these first thirteen vere
ses demonstirates the unbelief of the brothers but they
also illustrate the general character of unbelief for
which there are other examples in chapter seven.

Jesus® brothers
See 1311, Does this verse become clear in the light of
731=13? Unbelief noed not be expresses in terms of de-
nial. It can also be expressed in a projection of
false ideals and a misunderstanding of.the truth. Read
verse flve, then verses three and four., Jesus'® bro-
thers reveal their unbslief by their sxhortation
(ve. 3=4). This was like the devil's approach to Jesus
in the wilderness (Matthew l:1l ff.). It was very similar
to the proposition of the people who wanted to make
Jesus a king (6:15). These brothers had a worldly comn-
ception of God and His kingdom. Unbelief cannot see ﬁhe
purpose of God, Jesus® brothers say that He should
publicly manifest His power (vv. 3=l). Unbelief does
not see that Jesuas! ministry consisted in a public ex-
posure of the sins of the world which would reveal its
hatred (1l43:17; 15:18-19; 16:20,33; 17:9,14,25). Neither
does unbelief see the true intent of Jesus' mission
which was to be obedient to the will of His PFather and
to transmit to the world divine truth. Unbellef is
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blind to eiery thing which the Christian knows because
it has been given by the Spirit of God., It also mis-
understands much that it thinks it knows., The basie
reason is that unbelief does not accept Jesus Christ,
An additionel study
From thls enalysis of unbelief of the brothers of Jesus
trace the character of unbelief throughout the rest of
chapter seven. Note the people with whom Jesus comes
into peraonal and direct contact: his brothera, v. 3;
the Jéws, vv, 1,11,13,15,35; the multitudes, wvv. 12,20,
31 fr.,40,h3,49; "the people of Jerusalem,™ that is the
residents, v, 25; the Pharisees, vv. 32,4,7; the chief
priests, that is, that Sadducean hierarchy and the
Pharisees, wvv., 32,45; and the Jews who believe in Him,

Ve 31.

CHAPTER EIGHT
Chapter eight shows the result of unbelief. Recall

what John says in his prologue, V. ll, "He came to his
own home, and his own people received him not." This
verse 1s now fulfilled. The deatiny of unbelief is
death, that is, eternal soparation from God, for unbe-
lief 1s the refusal to'aocept God. Bescause unbelief
refuses to accept God, it does not accept Jesus as the
Son of God, the Messiah, Lord, King, Savior, Redeemer,
Life. John develops this truth when Jesus confronts
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the Jowas at the feast of Tabernacles in October some
five months before the orucifixion. Study diagram six
and apply to modern end dally thinking concerning God

and Jesus,.
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47
Lb

45
34-35

25,51

daeclslion,. .

RESULT

do not continue in
God's Word

know only lies,
though they think 1%
real knowledge

<

do not know Truth

will be servants of
sin

DESTINY
OF UNBELIE
DEATH

which is nell
(die in sin)

"You will seek Me
and you will not

HELL YOU CANNOT COME",

will continue in
God's Word

will know the Truth
(this means that they
know God because they
believe 1in Jesus
Christ, His Son)

will be free from
sin
BELIEF
LIFE

which is heaven

(never see death)

find Me; where I go
HEAVEN

(7:3h)

Note: The Argugment in this chapter does not center about Moses
as it does in chapter five, but about Abrahem (vv, 37-40; 52-58),
The Jews claim to have God as their Father through Abraham and

not through Jesus, Who was the very way for Abraham to God.
Thererore, the Jews missed the point when they claimed to be

"echildren of Abraham,"

31

32

32

12,51
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Chapter Eight
ORIGIN

Due to the inability
to recognize Jesus
as the Christ, the
JEWS Jew is ignorant of
God,
acts after the flesh
(3:6;5 6:63)

are of the world
(17:14)

are the sons of the
devil (Satan)

their father is a
murderer from the
beginning; a liar.

THEREFORE

DISCIPLES OF UNBELIEF

(born of manﬂ)each

other, 17:1

BELIETF

JESUS ]
ts 1 a 1th “3B30
acts in accordance with -
the will of God (5:30)

is from above (from 14,23
God, 3:13,31; 18:36)

is the Son of God hi-h42
(5:19 f£f.) 58

His Father loved the
world (3:16=17)

DISCIPLES OF BELIEF
(born of God, 3:6 fr.)

GOD REJECTED

note: the c¢ross-is

GOD ACCEPTED

always the factor of

LS




CONCLUSION

The above study in no sense does justice to the rich
theologilcal content of the Gospel of John., Nor does it pre-
sume to suggest a definitive method to be used by the teach-
oy of a Bible class whose fask it 1s to aquaint his class
with the Gospel of John. It'ia rather an exploratory
attempt to discover a way which might prove to be a tcosh

approach both to the study and the teaching of John'a Gos-
pel, I% is this writer's conviction that the principal task
of the Bible teacher must be not so much to increase the
Christien's technical knowledge of the divine Word, but
rather to activate and to strengthen his spiritual life, in
particular his faith 1n-Jesus Christ and his love of the
brethren, If the writer has succeeded in being of some
slight help to the Christian teacher of the Bible, he feels

more than compensated for all the effort he has spent on

this thesis.
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