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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The concept of God's faithfulness is impliclt in all of
the Sacred Scripture; indeed, one could say that the Bible
is, in a sense, the story of God's faithfulneas. But only
couparatively seldom does this attribute of God come to the
surface explicitly. The purpose of this thesis is to study
those passages and thelr context in the New Testament where
it is specifically mentioned. E&ch of those passages 1is llke
& facet of a diamond, revealing & new aspect of God's faith-
fuilness, high lighting another element of it, making our
conception ol it richer and desper,

The order in which the passages are studied must be, to
an extent, arbitrary; though it is plenned that there be some
logical progresslon and development of thought in the manner
of presentation. Therefore we begin with & study of God's
faithfulness in the forgiveness ol sins, since this is the
cardinal doctrine of our faith. We follow that with a dis-
cussion of how God supplies those who have experienced
forgiveness with all grace in Christ Jesus. Then some of the
normal experiences of mankind, teuptation, persecution and
suffering, man's unfaithfulness, and hope, are discussed in
the light of God!'s faithfulness. The final passage explains

that God will preserve His children untill the Second Coming.
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So we start at the threshold of our faith, and continue
through to its grend conclusione

Since the Wew Testament cannot be understood fully
without the 0ld, the study proper is prefaced by a brief
investigation of the 0ld Testament concept of the faithful-
ness ol God. There is also a sementic study of the word
vﬂpf;S, since we cannot understand tihe concept if we do not

understand the words




CHAPTER I1I
TiIE PFAITHPULNESS OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Perhaps the hest way to grasp the 0ld Testament concept
of God's failthfulness is to study the terms employed to con=
vey this thought. Tihs verb 12% » usually in the Niphal,

and its derivatives are often utilized. It has various

1

meanin;s: Tto support, beer in the arms," as children; "to

]

be founded firm and stable,” e.g., of a house; "to be of long

cont inuance, perennial,"

as of a covenant; or "to be sure,
certain," as of the Word of Gode From this it can easily bse
seen how the word came to be used metaphorically as “"to be

' such that one can "lean upon.”

faithful, trustworthy, sure,’
It is applied to God 1In such a sense In Deut., T29; 32:zh;
Ps. 36:5; 40:11; Is. L49:7; 65:16. It inveriably has refer=
ence to God's cOVGnantﬂrelation to His people, and shows
that God can be confidently relied upon in this capacity.

= N
He will never desert or forsake His chosen people.

The noun m®N is also used to express God's faithe- |
fulness. Its primary meaning is "firmmess, stability,
perpetuity, or security,” Is. 39:8; Josh. 2:12. Thence it

derived the meaning "?faithfulness, fidelity,' in which

Ly, Gesenius, "10 X ," Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon,

translated by S. P. Tregelles (Grand Rapids, Michigant
Wm. B. Berdmans Publishing Company, 1949), pp. 58 f.
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anyone is consistent and performs promises, Ps. 30:9;
71:22; 91l:l. Very often joined with TOT Ps. 25:10; L0s1l;
5723, 10; 108:ly; 138:2,"2

This attribute of fidelity is ascribed to God even in
passages where these ﬁords do not occurs The thought is
implied in the covenant name Jshovah "where the 1mmutabiiity
of God is put in special relstion to the divine decres of
election, and the promises that flow therefrom, as in the
‘case of Bxe. 3:13 If.; 6:2 ffe The name implies the in=
variable faithfulness of God, which side of the notion of
Jehovah 1s especially emphesized in the 0ld Testament, to
awake conf{idence in God; cf. Dout. 7:9; Hos. 12:5 f."3
The fidelity of God is also implicit in the name which is
commonly applied to Him, "the Rock,"u and when He is re-
forred to &8 "the God of Abraham, Isasc, and Jacob, and
their fathers! God," Exs 336, 15, 16.5

Caspar W, Hodge summarizes ths 0ld Testament concept of
God's feithfulness thus: ;

The emphasis which this attribute of God has in the

oy

01ld Testament is determined by the fact that through=-
out the whole of the 0ld Testament the covenant
relation of Jehovah to His people is founded solely
in God's grace, and not any merit of theirs. If this

2

Ibido, De 62.

3. F 1lers ! ~ of the 0ld Testament, revised
G. s Ochler, Theology of the d
by George £. Day (ﬁew ork: ~ Funk and wegnalls, IéuB), pe 95,

UTbides pa 1158

56. W. Hodge, "Faithfulness," International Standard
Bible Encyclogegi;, ed%ted byJames Orr cagos owar
Severance Cowpany, 1915), II, 1088.
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covenant relation had bsen based on any claim of
Israel, faithfulness on Godl's part might have besn
taken for granved. But since Jehovah's covenant
relation with Isreel and iHis promises of salvation
spring solely from, and depend solicly upon, the
grace of God, that which gave firm assurance that the
past exporience of God's grace would continue in the
future was the imnutable faithfulness of Jshovah.
By it the experience of the fathers was given a ‘
religious value for Israel from generation to generations
And even as the faithfulness of God bridged over the
past and the present, so also it constituted the con=
necting 1link between the present and the future,
becoming thus the £irm basis ol Israel!'s hopes

6}bid., pp. 1089 T,



CHAPTER III
s
A SEMANTIC STUDY OF TIETOEL

0f the derivation of wiec ¢ ;S, Creumor says:

J
Tthﬁﬂs is originally most probably a verbal adjective
from welBew s weiBerfuL» SO that 1t may be taken ac=
tively or passively, according to the different meanings
of wcc91r9¢s--oo obey, honce_submissive, faithful;-~to
confide in, hence

uonfidlnn‘

The actlve sense apparontly occurs first in the New
Testament (Gal. 3:9; 2 Cor'° 6:15; John 20:27, 1 Pet, 1:21)
and is rather rare in profane Greek. The meaning is "trust=-

. 2
" "eonfiding.”

ing," "believing,
It is in the passive volce that the word holds sige

nificance for our study., "From the meaning submissive,

tractable, arises the so=-called passive signification faith-

ful, one whom we may trust, trustg,"3 In this passive sense

s applied to God, persons, and thhzgs.u Since the

it

|~

age h re it is applied to God are discussed in the

]

as

(2]

body of this thesis, they will not be discussed here. However,
it is significant that a word used to describe an attribute

of God is also applied to men and inanimate objects.

1 o »
Herman Cremer uuobg, Biblico-Theolozical Lexicon

of the New T lestamat,Greak, translated Dy We Urwick (Ldin=-
E‘ﬁr'h. T, and T. Clark, 1878), pe 476.

27. H. Moulton and George Mil(l.lig_,an,ﬁ mi:lrbs EI; ;I‘l?e Vocabe
ulary of the Greek New Testament (Grand Rap u, chigans
. B. Eoramens Publishing House, 1949), pe. 515.

3Cremer, loc. cite

4w. Bauer, "murky ," Woerterbuch zum Nouen Testament
(Berlins Alfred Toepelmann, 1952)s Ps 1209
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The word is used primarily of persons, SoJ A 5§ s

Mattes 2i:i15; 25:21, 23 otltoum!, Lukte 12:12, Su.l(ovog »
Ephe 6:21; ’u“bepw;, flebs 23173 ratc." These are "persons
who show thonselves Tfaithfu) in the transaction of business,
the excecution of commends, or tho discharge of o*““"icial
durt:?.om“é’ It is weod in a vory olevated senss of "Ant‘.ipxa,
my falthiul mariyr,” Hove 2:133 loses, the feithful servant,

-+ 1

ifeb, 3:5; and Chriut, the faithiul witness, Heove 1:53 otce
:"»-ppliéd o things, 1t is used espacially c;i words'7

(1 Pime 1215; 3313 4393 2 Time 2:11,{’ Titus 139; 3:0;

Reve 21:5; 2236)p Obher examples are ot K 0g s 1 Sam 231353

8&194\-“')\9 'Se )ot. H {'3“-0’ [} Is, 22:23’ 25; \(;gwp 9

250 it cen be seen th't thors is & note of selli~sacrie

fice in thoe word, the person 1s submissilve, his object is to
sorve anothers And In this service he 1s coupletely depond=-
able ena trustwortiy, even as a good servant or steward. The

person depending on him need not worry or doudt, for e can

be trusted ani used, oven as pure waibter or a stable house

cién be trusteod snd usede

E’Cramor', loce cite

8 « He Thaver, "me#( ," 4 Greek-ind ish Lexicon of the
Hew Tesbtawmsni (Mow Yorlc: ﬁmer’fcan Book Gompany, L100Y),
Ps Dlile

?Bauer, 00 cibey Do T@fﬁ%‘
81n0r8, cnepter VIII, pe 3ls pParagraph 2.

901‘0&:10!‘, Ghe eit., Pe h-??.



CHAPTER Iv
GOD'S PATITHFULNESS AWD THE FPORGIVENESS OF SINS
A Study of 1 John 1:5 = 2:2

The cenbral doctrine of Christianity is the forgive=-
ness of sins. The Christian realizes that because of his
8ins he can never bo accepted by God, unless God forgive
him, Will the fact that man is born in sin and that he sins
daily, ewven after he is forgiven, frustriete or cancel the
forgiveness of God? Can man sin so often, or flagrently, or
shemefully that God will refuse him forgiveness? HNever, 1T
he coniesses his sin and slncerely believes in the Lord
Jesus, for thon God is faithful snd just to forglive sins,
Such is God's raithfulness, that nothing can block his for-
giveness. No matter how many our sins, or how great our guilt,
God can be depended on. He is faithful to forgive.
In verse 5 John proclaims what is the nature of God: "God
is light, and in Him 1s no darknoss at all.” Westcott says
of this:
In each region of being '"light'! represents the noblest
manifestation of that energy to which it 1s epplied.

Physicelly "1ight' embodies the idea of splendor,
glory: intellsctually of truth: ®marally of holiness.

1w, Wostcott, The Boistles of §§. John (Cambridge and
London: HMacmillan and Compeny, 1800), Do 10D l
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In accordance with where they stand in relation to éod, John
proceeds to divide mankind into two camps: the children of
light and the children of darkness.

In mentioning the c¢hildren of darkrmess, John brings
three accusations against them. The first is their plea as
to the "indifference of moral conduct to spiritual comaunion";
or as Westcobtt says, they "deny the reality of sin."3 They
claim the higheost religious experience: "We have fellowship
with God," and yet they are unconcerned with moral behaviour:

n

they "walk in darkness,” verse 6. This is obviously directed
ageinst the Gnostics, a sect which began to infiltrate into
Chrisianity alfter it became well-established. They claimed
an esoteric "knowledge" of God which others could not attain,
and often accompanied this with base immorality and licen=
tious living.

Secondly, the children of darkness may deny "the abiding

HS

power of sin as a principle in one who has committed sins.

That is, they say they have no sin (v.8)., The third accusa=
6

4]

tion is "the denial of the fact of having committed sin.

Theoy saey they "have not sinned" (v.10). The result of all

2 il L | - - o 1 c ta on
A. 1. Brooke, "i Critical and Exegetical Commentary
the Jonrannine Epis%les," Int ernational Eritical Commentary

(Now York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1920), XLIL, 13
3 l.fi'

estcobt, ope cite, Do 18
UBrocke, op. cits, P+ 12.
SLQEQ., De 17

OThiaL. pu 224

e
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this is that they are false to their own knowledge, persuade
themselves that Calsehood is truth, and set themzelves above
God (vve. 6, 8, 10).7 In ef'fect, they deny the faithfulness of
God, or even the necessity for 1t, and thus make it im-
possible for God to exercise His fidelity .towards them.

Interwoven with this 1s & description of the children
of light. John is writing this epistlé 8o that they will
not sin (2:1). HNevertheless, they do sin (2:1; 1:8, 10).
While John teaches that the new man cannot sin (3:9) he
does not teach a sinless perfection, for we still have the
flesh with us.

But when the Christian sins, he knows that he has a
propitiation for his sins,ih&mm%(Z:E). "Christ is said to
be the !'propitiation' and not simply the 'propitistor! in
order to emphasize the thought that He is Himsell the pro=
pitiatory offerin; as well as the priest (compare Hom. 3:25).“8
As our propitiation, the blood of Jesus cleanses us from
sin (1:7). Leviticus 5 and others explain the Old Testament
Symbolism involved in this.

Because he has & propitiation, the Christian has also an
"pdvocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,” (2:1).
Westcott says:

The 1dea of "advocacy' and "propitiation" are distinct,

and yet in close connectlon. Tho latter furnishes the

basis of the fomers the latter is universal, while
the former, so far as it is reovealed, is exurclsed for

7Westcott, loc. cite

B

BWestcott, ODe Clbes Po bl
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believers only. COChrist as Advocate pleads the cause
?fag?s believer against his "accuser"., (Hebs 9:11 ff., 2l
:).

If the Christian, then, confesses his sin and cslls in

his Advocate to help, God 1s faithful and just to forgive his

(O]

ins and cleanse him from all unrighteousness, "He 1is just,
in that, in spite of men's Tfailures to fulfill thelr obliga=~

tionsg, He remains true to the covenant which He made with
10
n

them; and this includes forgiveness on certain conditlons.

[y

e is just because He accepts ths propitiation which Christ
made for the sins of the world. He would be unjust to punish
the same sin twice, or to burn away thse heavenly Advocate

who sacrificed His own lifee.

Not only is God just, but He is also faithful, He can
be relied upon and depended upon to forgive sins. God has,
so to speak, obligated Himself, If we confess our sins and
plead the propitiation of Jesus Christ, He must Torgive us;
or slse He would nobt be faithful aad just. God is
not "failthful because He is just,” and justice in His
relation to men includes the necessity of His fulfill=-
ing the promises which He has made, The two adjectivas
are coordinate. God's fait?iulness is shown in the
fulfilment of His promises.

n v & defines the sphere in which the faithfulness and

the justice are shown."12 fod expresses these attributes by

forgiving sins and cleansing men from unrighteousness.

9Wastcott, loce. cite

loBrooke, ope cibe, Pe 19
llIbid.
12

Ibid.
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The image of "remission," "forgiveness,” («@iav«t)
presents sin as a debt . « . the 1magelgf "cleansing"
(Ke®e pi€w) marks the personsl stain.
Unrighteousness, ¢é « K tx , denotes "injustice, failurs to

ntain risht relaticns with other men or with GOd."lh

1=

ma
This piling up of phrases indicetes the complete and full
Tforgiveness that we have in Christ. Such is Cod's faithful-
ness, that He gives full forgiveness,

Thus God is faithful to the children of light. But
Christ Jesus died not only for our sins, but for the sins of
the whole world (2:2). If the children of derkness will
conress their sins, they, too, will experience God!s for-

giveness. For He is faithful to all who confess and accept

the propitiation of “hrist Jesus. There is no other condition;

no one need fear rojection. The propitiation mede for the
sins of the world will always be applied by the faithful

God to evervone who confesses and believes.

3 A Y
3‘;:estcott, OD. Cite, Do 25e

lZ%BI'OOkG, _02- Cit-, De 21




CHAPTER V
GOD'S FAITHFULNESS IS EXPRESSED IN CHRIST
A Study of 1 Corinthians 1:li-9

In this section Paul stresses that God 1s faithful in
Christ. The man who does not have faith in Christ cannot

experience the faithfulness of God, for it is expressed and

chamneled only through Christ. But in Christ God's feithful-
ness is boundless; 1t is oporative in every sphers of our
existence. OQur text says, in effect: God expresses His
faithfulness through Christ; and through Christ Hils faithe
fulness gilves us all grace and all the girfts of grace.

Paul begins this epistle, as is his custom, with a
thanksgiving. "The cause of his thanksgiving is the grace
of God given to the Corinthians. Grace in this verse is
therefore not a virtue of God but the manifgstation thereof.
X @ pv g here has the same meaning as yépcem« in verse ?.“1

This grace is given "in Christ Jesus,” év Xpwtd Tncod,
This theme runs throughout the whole paragraph: we are une-
riched "in Him" (i1.e., Christ) verse 5; the gifts of utterance
and knowledge come and are confirmed through ths dreaching

of Christ (vv. 5 and 6); we ars preserved by and for Christ

2 hei o i : ‘irast Epistle to the
Fa Wo Grosheide Comaentary on the First =p )
Gorinthian;," The Naw’lnternational Commentggy of tho New
Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigens Wm, Be. serdmans rublishing

Company, 1953), pe« 27.




—

vt
{(vve 7 and 8); we oxperience God's fidelity through fellow-
shilp with Him (ve 9)¢ (See also 1:30).

Paul then enlsrges on what this grace given us in Christ
is, i.es, he explains how God expresses liis faithfulness in
Christe "In every way you were enriched in Him," Wyerse 3,
"Enriched" denotes abundanca.z- This abundance is further
expressed by the double usage of "all" in verse 5: "in all
utterance and in all imowledge." The verb is in the passive,
which indicates that God 1ls the author, He alone enriched ‘

3

theni, This enrichment was ¢v w¢v+:, in every sphere; in no
area wore thny. defiicient (1h:26) Sé they were furnished:
(L) in every sphere, and (2) completely in every sohere.
"So that you are not lzcking in any gift,® yerse 7, states
the same truth negatively.

Pavul proceeds to single out two of the spheres in which
God has enriched them, Tho two examples are utterance and
knowledge. Utbterancs, 365"\ , mzans they had something tq
speak about and they actuslly did speak ebout it. "Knowd-
edge, rfﬁfws, is not exclusively the result of rfsearch o?
' +

thinking, but is an insight into things. 8:1 f."

<
It is not by accident that the apostle only mentioned
here the speculative and orator ical powers, and not

the moral virtues. His intention is not doubtful;
for in chap. 8:8-13 he himself contrasts the two

ZF. Godet, Commentary on First Corinthians (Edinburgh:
?. and T, Clark, 1GJ0), L, bes

3Grosheide, loc. cit.

uGroshaide, ope Cites Do 28.




15
principal gifts of utterance, tongues, and prophecy,
and then knowledge, as things which pass away, with
the three things which abide: faith, hope, and love.
Here then, side by side with the riches for which the
apostle gives thanks, we already discover the defect
which affliets him. This defect stood in relation to
the character of the Greek mind, which was distinguished
rather by intellectual and oratorical gifts than by
seriousnsass of heart and conscience.
Verse 6, which 1s largely parenthetical, is a personal
reference to Paul's comparatively long ministry (over one
and a2 half years) to the Corinthians. His pireaching there $
was the human instrument for the imparting of these spiritual
gifts to them. Paul had great opposition at Corinth
(Acts 18:9 £r.) bubt faithfully continued his witness %o
Christ amonpg them; and God faithfully "confirmed" this wit=
ness, making it effective (iPt@d-Wlwﬁ""»).
As they are daiiy enriched more and more, and their
deficiencies eliminated, they "walt for the revealing of

our Lord Jesus Christ," verse 7. Now they have the gifts,

then they will have the Giver., They have 2 forstaste of the
Faithful One, so they yearn to see Him face Lo face. Though
the unbeliever will "shrink from Him in shame at His coming,"
1 John 2:28; Luke 17:30; the believer will set his hope

fully upon the "grace that is coming to him at the rovalation

of Jesus Christ," 1 Peter 1:13.
Verse 8 conbinues: "Who also will sustain you to the end,

guiltless in the day of our Lord Josus." The "who' probably

5

G’Odet, 22. Git.’ Pe 53-
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refers to 1ts nearest antecedent, Christ. Christ will cone
firm us, i1.e.; as Peoul explains the terﬁ in Col. 2:6, cause
us to be "rooted and grounded in Him." How faithful God is
to give us such an anchor of hope: Christ Himself shall cone
firm us until His own day. His faithfulnesé is furthermore
expressed in the phrases "until the end" and "unreprovable.”
(1 Thesse 5:23).

Verse 8 was so full of the thought of God's faithfulness
that Paul must cry out in verse G: n‘r1€5 o Gt,és s God 1s
faithful. "The statement is brief, almost blunt. Its very
brevity and bluntness show that it admits of no question. It
is eternally attested."6 It is the essence of all he has been
saying. All these gifts of grace in Christ are the signs and
irpefutable proof of God!'s faithfulness. "It is really the

=l b | mn s ol de 4 1 7
fundamental affirmation of the whole letter.

As greet as God's faithfulness may be, it is revealed
always and oaly in Christ: "by whom you were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." Kewv w v ta 18
derived from wouvés which m=ans "common,” and has the same
root as "syn," with.8 It means: partake, commune, be &

partner, compenion, in union with. In our text it means that

)

J. Campbell Morgan, The Corinthian Letters of St. Paul
(New York: Fleming He. Revell, 1GLO), Pe &cs NS

UThids, pe 184

8 = 3 \ 4 i - o A The 10"1081 wOPd"
. 2. B, Uranfield, "Fellowship 0
¢ B raneditec’i by Alan ﬂicﬁaﬁﬂson aw Yorks

book of the Bible
Hacmillan, 1951), Ppe 01=83.
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we are made one with Christ., The parallels in this paragraph
have alrsady been noted under verse iy and there are many :
others in this and all Paul's epistles. So fully is God's
faithfulness channeled through Christ, that He is called
simply "The Faithful One," Reve 19:1l. In 2 Thess. 3:3 it
1s saild that "the Lord is faithful," and in the New Testament
"Lord” refers almost exclusively-to Christ. See also
2 Cor, 1l:18 ff. All thet Christ does shows us the faithfulness

of God; He is Cod!'s faithfulness in action.




CHAPTER VI
THT FAITHFULNGESS OF GOD AND TEMPTATION
A Study of 1 Corinthions 10:12«13

In this section Paul discusses the falthfulness of God
as it pelaces itsell to tempbtstions. Although there were
multltudinous moral difficulties at Corinth, the Corinthians
acquired an air of self-satisfaction, complacency, and carnal
security, 4z0-8; 6:12 £ff. In order to shatter their pre=-
sumption, Paul woerned them of how the highly-blessed Israelites
were overthrown as a result of their sins. That is to be a
werning sign to them: "Let him that thinketh he stands,
take heed lest he fall.' But Paul does not want the Corinthians
to gzo to another extreme, and despair as if their situgtion
were utterly hopeless and falling inevitsble; so he counter=-
balances his first point with the truth of God's faithfulness.
The faithful God can not only save bhem from sin, which is the
cause of falling; but He can save them from temptation which'
1s the cause of sin. Paul says, in effect, "You are not per-
fect, so do not be presumptuous; but neither despair, for God

is faithful.”
Paul begins with a "therefore,” Se¢te 5 wnlch polnts to
the fact that this verse is a summary of what had preceded,

“that this exhortation to watchfulness is the inference to
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3
be drawn from the Tforegoing examples.” In the previous
verses Paul related how stably the Israelites were standing,
and whot glorious privileges were theirs:
I want you Lo know, brethren, that our fathers were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all
were baptized into loses in the cloud and in the sea,
and all ate the same supernatural food and all drank
the same supernabural drink. For they drank from The
supernatural Hock which followed them, and the rock was
Christ, verses l=l.,
If the Israelites had such an enviable standing, the
Gorinthians! was even more so: tThey had the Chrilst incarnate,
crucified, and resurrecited. They had not only the typses,
2 -
but the actual Baptism and Eucharist. All the gifts of the
Spirit were outpoured on thei.
Paul must remind them that the Israelites, in spite of
n stending, were visited with God's judgment:
“With most of them God was not pleased, for they were over-
.
shrown in the wildernsss™; "23,000 fell in a single day ;
- SRl 3
"some of them were destroyed by the Destroyer"; "some of them

' yerses 5=10, The same devastating

were destroyed by serpents,’
fall could come Lo these Corinthians, therefore Paul warns
them: "Take heed lest ye also fall." As you were privileged
like Israsl, so you can also fall like Israel.

But why did Israel fall; what was the cause? It was sin.

They desired evil, practiced jmmorality, induljed 1n idol-

atry, tried the Lord and grumbled, verses 6-10. And what would

lF. Godet, Commentar% anSFirst Corinthians (Edinburghs
s 2

T, and T. Clark, o

27p1d., Pe 59
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cause the Corinthians to fall? The sawme thing: sin. So
Paul warns them: "Do not be presumptuous; you, t00, may
sin so as to fall."

Heving werned them, Paul Imuwediately comforts them.
He doez not want them to despair as ir failing wers inevi-
table, so he poinbts them to the faithfulness of God. "The
Lord is faithful, He will stréngthen you from evil,"
2 Thess. 3:3. Their security is not to be their stete of
- perfection or their tested faith, but the faithfulness of
God.3 Paul proceeds to give the proof of God's fidelity,llr

The first oroof is that God deals primarily with
temptations,J not sin. Sin is the cause of downfall, but
temptation is ths cause of sin. God goes right to the root
of bthe problem: He deals with temptation so that sin umay
not issue from it.

The second proof of God's fidelity is that Ho only per-
mits such temptations to come upon them as are common to man,

avdpw miveg; literally, “humen.” That means "such as men are

3q, Hodge, The First Zpistle to the Corinthisns (Hew
York: Hodder and StoUgZRton, ngd.), pa 182«

by, id., p. 183.

2 ; 5 L '

v anentators maintaln that wupdrmor means both
tempta%ggg gggjtggal due to aifliction ePe‘(Godet, Hodge,
Grosheide, etc,). But in the light of the context, I think
we are compelled to take it as referring almost_exclgsively
to temptuticn (cee especially vve 6-10 and ve. 1i4). No
mention is made of the advantages to be gained from trials,
a8 we migh% expect; rather, falling is mentioned. Note
also the negative feone of v. 13 and the necesslty for escape.
All that is said here is true of trials, alsoj bgt I think
the reference is mainly to temptation. For the faithfulness
of God in trials, see 1 Poter 4:12-19,
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able to bear, accommodated to human strengt‘n."6 Godet
very appropriately warns: "4 temptation proportioned to
the strength of man'; but without isoclating man from God,

for Ged only can glve man victory even in the slightest
if

temptation.”

God will not let man be hewpted beyond what he is able.
Bmphasis should be placed on the word ”1et;'€iw e God is
in control of the universe. He may permit Satan to try
believers as he did Job, but Satan is always limited; he can
only tempt us in so far as God perults.

And CGed is faithful, Who will not permit you to be
tempted above that you are able, unép ® Sumsde. It does not
say that God will not permibt the Christian to be tempted
at all, or even that his temptations will be light and
superficial., But He does promise that the temptations will
never surpsss the Christian's strength or endurance. No mat-

ter how weak he may be, he need not worry, for his temptations

will be even weaker than he.

s

O -
¢ “Hodge, ope cits, Pe 182
?G’Odet, _O_P_. Citl’ p- 710

BGodet's note is interestings "Has man then some power?
And if the mabtter 1n question is what man can do with ?hg
divine help, is not the power of this help- without 11@1?. 3
But it must not-be forgotiten, that if the power of God is in=-
finite, the receptivity of the bollever 1s limiteds 11m}t?d
by the degree of spiritual development which he has rsac?ed.
God lkmows the measure, Paul msans to say, and he prgpor? on;
the intensity of the temptation to the degree gf power whic x
the believer‘is capable of receiving from Hiwm. Ibid., Pe T2«
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But with the temptation, God will make also the escape,
: XBaciv ; the way to "walk axt" rather than fall. "The Lord
knowe how to rescue the godly from temptation,” 2 Peter 2:G.

scape may be galined in two ways. «Eilther God can put an

end to the sltuation itself, or He can rid the believer's
heart of the fascinating charm exercised over him by the
témpting objggt, ?nd change ingo disgust the seductive
ettraction which it exercised.
Because there 1s an escape; Paul can tell the Corinthians in
verse 1l to "flee."

The verb is interestin; in this phrase: "God will alsa
make along with the temptation the escape,” oL MEKL sUV e
God Himself will make the escape, and He will make it con=
comitantly and simultaneouély with the tewmptation. Just as
the Christian is painfully aware of his temptation, he-can
also be joyrully aware thabt bthere is an escapes If he believes
God's Viord, the weight of the temptation is itself proof of
escape. God makes the escape c(;v the temptation, not
"after," or "when it becomes too burdensome,” or "if He deems
it necessary," but "with,"

God will make fhe escape that "you may be able to bear
it ,“to’-isévmbuﬁumgkﬁv. Sin will not weigh the Christian down
and cause him to fall. Ideally, no man need fall since God
has made such provision and escapa.

When our sins cause us to fear lest we fall, we have

this confidence that God is falthful. Therefore He will desl

1b1d., ppe T2 fa
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with the cause of sin, tewmptations, and accommodate them to

human strength; makling simultansously with the temptation

a means of escape so we can bear it. God is falthfule.




CHAPTER VII

iz

THE FAITHFULNESD OF GOL EXPLRIBHCEAD IN SUPFERING
4 Gtudy of 1 Peter [:l2-19

The first epistle of Peter is often called the opistle
of sulfering. Thet note is certainly dominant in this parae
graph, where reference is made to [{iery triais,rsharing in
Christ's sufiering, Jeiﬁr reviled for Christ, etcs - It is
saturated In sulfering. But in the heat of trials, we have

algo the unguonchable gloﬁ of God's falthfulnesss Sufferers

are exhurted to entrust themselves to a faithful Creator,

ie6+, thae One iho will uvege all thelr sufferings for construcs
tive pumores, to benafit theme ‘“huugn their trials pain, 4
they will also purify theme It fact, thoy will draw thom into
& closer coumunion with God, causing His Spirit of Glory to

rest upon them, and then to glorify God. And as their suller-

ings weligh bthem down, uhé hope of His Jecound Coming will
bucvy them upe- At that day they will rejoice with cxultation, 5
for they shall see c¢antion consumzated and porlfected. tith.
tha oyes of a feelistic.m&n St. Pster can see much sulfering

L3

bub with the eyes of faith he can see that

&

e

n this 1

e

waich is so jnpcouwparably and eternully more rozl, a faithful
Crestor. God is faithfuls
% i : > Qegéz "pontt
Petor bogins with the lmporative: mw §ivi(eeves
be emazed or astonished at the trilal by fire you have to

undorgo. It's nothing strange or surprising.” Indeed, the
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people of Asia HMinor were already accustomed to many kinds
of trials; the previous portion of the epistle is abundant
with such incidents. But now therse probably are organized
persecutions: they are being reviled for the name of Christ,
suffering for Him, and undergoing all sorts of fiery ordeals,
This had come a8 gulite a shock, "for which the ordinary
trials of 1life in a heathen environment,; the arbitrary blows
of surly masters and even occasional prosecutlions before a
magistrate, were no preparation.“l Truly, "all those who
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,”
2 Tims 3: 123

The trial by fire that is coming upon them, t+ v valv
nupb e Woo( A pacmed UMV pivemivw, will be a true trial,
f.0., it will test them and discipline them. This 1s similar
to the metaphor of the purifyins fire in Chapter 1:7, "that
the trial of your faith, being more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Christ
Jesus.” (1 Cor., 3:10-15; Is. 48:10). WNot only should they
not be surprised by trials, rather they should count them all
joys for they cause them to be "perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing," Jemes 1:2-l. Thus, God is falthful to make

persecuticons and trials benelficial for His children.

lp, W. Boare, The First Epistle of Peter (Oxford: Basil
Blackwell, 19i7), DPe 102e
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Peter continues: "In the measure in which,” "In so
far as ( KqYe) you share in Christ's suffering « « « " When
a Chiristlan sulfers for Christ and His Church, he is sharing
in Christ!s suiferingsxovevsite +oi‘; +oi Yputod mHmﬂv ¢ Phil. 3:10:
TEod yvova ZUWY 4 e o Nat KoLvwvier ndDwmthor Qb ¢
Sec also 2 Cor. 1:5; John 15:18-20; Matt. 1032l £.; 16:2l;
Cols 132, We should rejoice because such suffering forges
a new link of fellowship with Christ;2 the bond of unity is
tightened as we suffer like Him, for Him, and with the same
results, in their degree, whlch His suffering effected,
4:1—12.3 But we must not zo %o the extremes of mysticism,
thinking thet we can feel the actusl suifferin; of Christ.

As a reosult of such sharing in suffering we should
rejoice,xu(p&%e. flejoice not in spite OQ suffering, but
because of suffering. Joy springs from and is nourished by
sufi'ering. However, this 1s not any kind of suffering,
but only that suffering which results in & communion with
Christ. Suffering as an end in itself is useless, it must
be for practical reasons,. (Romans 5:3-=5). We have many

examples of such sulfering and rejoicing in the book of Actse.

ZIbid., p. 16

0.8 ixoget i fa th
C. Bigez, "A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on tiie
Epistles o%b§%. Peter and St. Jude,” International Grltical
Comment ary (New York: Charles Seribner's Sons, L1005), XLI,

176,

hBeare, op. Cite, P. 165.

-—rcve—




a7

Then Peter adds: "that, when Hls glory shall bs revealed,

ye may be glad also with exceeding Joy," "(ve Wl ¢v t% Lm Kedipa
~ ! 2 - - s

'tns Soghs ey too X&tht &E‘,A&'_l{,mq"at..gl

The finsl clause does not depend primarilm,m3x¢€pt+£,

but rather on xewwviite oy tod Yool mabnmatwy:

the share in the future glory of Christ is the promised

counterpart of the suifTerings that have besen shared.

It is not precisely a thought of reward, but rather of 5

an inherent compensation. (Matt. 10:32; 2 Tim. 2:11 T.)
St. Peter lays great stress on the time "when His glory shall
be revocaled,”" i.e., Christ's Second Coming, 1:5, 7, 13; 5:1.

8
Now we rsjoice, then we shall re jolce with Papture.’ﬂrdhhctw
means exult or be full of joy: In the Septuaxint, especially
the Psalms, it often expressss the worshippers exultation in
- 2 C) . L] 3 =% - -

God and His mercy. Here rejoicing with rapture is sald %o
be our attitude at the Second Coming, but in 138 it is.said
to be our abtitude nowe Thus we have bthe common "now and not
yet" tension, a forebtaste of joy which is a pledge of what
is to come.

Peter enlarges upon his point with a paravhrase of
the last Beatitude: "I{ you are reproached for the name of
Christ, you are blessed.® The words of our Lord ars:

Blessed are you when men reproach you and pegsecute

vou end utter all kinds of evill against you falsely

on my account, Rejolce and be glad, for your rqwardb

is great in heaven, for so umen persecutoed the prophets

who were before you, batt. 5:11 L. :

- : . Ta- f
Tc be reviled and reproached can be a most irksome burden

- = : “
and sharp sort of suifering; but if it is done "for the naue

5Ib'ld.
O 7} ipat Bolstle of St. Peter (London:
Be Geo Selwyn, The Firss Lo = .

Macmillan and Co%péﬂ??“ﬂtﬁ?, l?SZ%T‘p.‘ZZE? SRR
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of Chrisi” 1% is also a most direct method of sharing in
the suffering of Christ. (Matﬁ. 10:22; Acts ls7)e

A person who bears such reproach is blessed,ﬁ~¢K1,¢og,
i.e., happy or enviable, This is a pecullarly religious
happiness and may have nothing to d6 with the emotions.
He is blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon him. This is one and the same Spirit, with two of His
characteristics delineated. Glory is the "brightness which
radiates from the presence of God.“8 Isaiah gives an ex=
collent explanation of glory (60:1 f.): "Arise, shine; for
your light has cowmo, and the Glory of the Lord has risen
upon you. or bshold, darkness shall cover the earth, and
thick darknesss the peoples; but the Lord'will arise upon
you,. and His Glory will be seen upon you." -

The Spirit of God also rests upon the one who is re-

proached, This bext becomes pointed when we look to Iseiash (11:2),

whence Peter cuoted it. There it refers to the lessiah, Just

as the Spirit rests on the only Son of God (and the Spirit was

given to Him without msasure, John 3:3l), He likewise rests

upon those who are raviled for Christ. Selwvn gives & good

summary ol this:

"Ibid., p. 192,

Bw. Senday and A, C. Headlam, "A Cpitical and Exegetical

Comuontary on the Epistle to the Romans,” International Critical

Commentary (New Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900), XXXIL,

Bl
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The glory of God (1) 1s already Christ's (L:11), and

(2) will soon be revealed in all its majesty; meanwhile

(3) its presence rests on the persecutéd Church, as the

Shekinah did on the Israelites and the tabernacle and

‘the temple; and (L) in the glory there rasts also on

the Church the &pirit of God, which 1s neither fully

identilfied with it, (Kei #0 ) nqr fully differentiated
from it (singular ¥vemaveral),

In verse 15 Poter interjects a werning that a Christian
is never to suffer for any misdemeanor or wrongdoing, but
only for Christ. "But let none of you suffer as a murderer,
or a thief, or as a wrongdoer, or a uischiof-maker." Kekomots)
‘is probably a general term meaning any kind of wrongdolng.
The derivation of :t\\ot(us.- el eKotroy is very nebulous,
but it may refer to a busy-body.

"Yet 1f anyone suffers as a Chrisian, let him not be
ashamed, but under that name let him glorify God." It is
to be noted that the first cenbtury beliovers always referred
to themselves as saints, disciples, brethren, etc. The name
"Christian" was applied to them only by unbelievers
(hets 11:26; 26:28). It seems to be a term of derision, and

2 .
the literal ground for persecutlon. Therefore, note the

' n
stres: given it: "as a Christian,” "under that name, and

verse 1lli, the only passage in the New Testament which uses

98elwyn, ope clte, Pe 224

101p1d., p. 225

llBeare, Opas cibe, Po 167,
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the phrase wowe Xeretods This was probubly to load up %o
the name "Christian” hﬂfcolz
If such bo a bollever's lot, he is not to ba ashanmeds

The natural converse would be tu "let him count it an
honor"-=but it i1s turned wmore forcefully to the thought
of the honor that may be dzge to God 1In glorilying Him
by a steaifest confession.

The believer will cause a slur against his faith to sing %o

the glory of God; and scorn to redound to Hils pralse. When

God!s name 1s mocked, the belisver 18 spurred on to aciknowl-
odge th: glory that belongs to Gude

Verses 17 and. 18 sesm %o be largely parenthetical.

His moti is to wern and remind them that there is
no ultimate escape in apostasy; those who might be
vempted to seek an immediste fresdom by renouncing
Ghrlst are warned that the luminent mensce a{,far
worse punishment hangs over the discbelivnte+

-

"#or the tims has coms for judgment to pegin with the
household of Gode"
Phnis is the first set in the great drams of the Lust
Judgment. Phe houre of God ls now staxding trial De-
fore Lhe Judge, not long to be deferred, those that
dilzobey the Gospel must ip.thelr turn stand belore His
throne to Cace itls wrathe ™ :
(¥al., 3:1«5; Amos 3:32; Hzeke. G: 03 Jere. 25:29; 1 Core 11:332)
"ind if it begins with us, what will be the end of those who
do not obey the Gospel of God?" "I the ordeal for the Chris-

-

tian is terrible, tie ond that awaits the unbellover ia beyond

2
l'bigg, oDe Ciley Pe 100
Ls6are, luce elbe

iTp1d., pe 268,

151p1d,
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Ipsginatione " W ICNGGl S asbunierinat e de LSRR e RO S e
He is a consuming fire for the unbeliever, Heb. 12:29. No
matter how painful our suffering, we are fhr more fortunate
then the unfaithful,

Peter then guotes Proverbs 11:31 (Sepbuagint) to prove
his point: "If the righteous is scarcely savod, " mol v§4t+¢\.
MeAtp is derived from modej(toil) and meens "with difficulty,

nl7

hardly. That is due to the great trials he must endurs.

Stoeckhardt quotes Wiesinger on this point: "Kaum, aber doch
18

zewisa,™

¢

This ﬁahsdoes not invalidate the falithfulnsss of

God. "Where will the impious and sinner appear?” Puviléar

refers not to annihilation, but, like {€&o$ s bto the impossi-

bility of imagining-the degreecof disaster that is to befall

the impious and sir;:ful."l9
Poter thon sums up the paragraph: "Therefore let those

who suffer according to God's will do right and entrust their

souls to a faithful creator,” Tnose who have not brought

their suffering upon themselves by infractlons of justice {ve 15)

or sought persecution (3:15), but have suffered only when

Ibide.

17J. H. Thayer, "A:A‘ ' A Greok-English Lexicon of the

2 - — .
Hew Testament (New Yorks $nerTcan Book Company, 108G)s De H17e

18¢ Ko car U srst Brief Petril
G. Stoeclkhardt, Kownentar Ueber den mrsuen
(St. Louis: Concordia Fublisning House, 1912}, Pe 21T

lgBeara, Ope Cifey Do 169.
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it was God's work and will, may entrust themselves ©to Him as.
to a faithful creator. Bigg brings out the idea of "entrust"
4
(mepat ®eePwoav) clearly:
It is to deposit somethiing in safekeeping Ps. 31:5;
Luke 23:40., In the classics it refers to giving one's
money into the salskeeping of a friend. Since there
were noc oanks that was often done in takling journeys,
etce. Such a deposit was regarded as entailing a

peculiarly sacred obligation, which none could vialata
or tnink of violating without the deepest guilt.

5

Because God 1s so faithful, the believer wmay conlidently en=

o

trust himsell inbo His hands.

Ve entrusf ocurselves to & faithiul creator. Kany com-
mentators become romentic and poetic at this point, finding

21

the proof of God's faithfulness in His role as Creator.
-I do not believe we ce&n do this. Nature is too often
arbltrary, cruel, and mocking to prove the faithfulness of
God. DBesides, God's faithfulness is seen only and alone in
Christ, I Cor. 1l:4=9. Rather than finding the proof of
God's faithfulness in creation, this phrase means that God
will express His falthfulness in creation. Pain, suffering,
death, catastrophes, and destruc tion all seem to be a frustra=
tion of creatlion. Bubt the faithful Creator will rectify all
these ills, bring good from evil, and perfect and consumnate
His creation. This theme has been running t@rough the whole
paragraph. Tprials are 1ooked at as being not merely painful,
but purifying. Persecutions are an actusl sharing in the

suffering of Christ, and thus a cause for rejoicing. God

aoBig(_’aﬁ 22_0 c toy Pe 182.

>
“lxbid.
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brings good results from suffering. He is a faithrul Creator;
sufierers may confidently entrust themselves into His keeping.
In an emphatic poSition at the end of the sentence,
Petoer sayz—z:iv :tgtﬂorro;'ég., they should entrust their sculs
to a faithful Creator in well-doing. Those who have entrusted
themselves to the Faithful One will likewise be faithful,

and show it by welledoinge.




CHAPTER VIII
GOD'5 FAITHFULNSES AND MAN'S UNFAITHRULNESS
A Study of 2 Timothy 2:11-13

In thils pastoral epistle Paul shows the deepest concern
that the Gospel be preached, the whole letter seams to revolve
around that thoughts. In that light, Paul reflects on his own
faithfulness as a preacher: 1:8-13; 2:8-10; 3:10-11; l:6-3;
16-18. He encourages Timothy to be falthful in his ministry:
1:6 £f., 13 fo3 2:1-T7, 14-19; 3:14-17; L:1-5. He directs
Timothy to find others who are faitiaful and worthy, that they,
too, may preach, 2:2. Finally, Paul warns Timothy that not
all are fesithfuls 1:15; 2:16-26; 3:1-9; L:10, 1Lh-16. The
section which we are studying summarizes all these thoights
most concisely and picturesquely. It says, in effect: if
anyone ie fuithful in his ministry, God will be faithful %o
reward him; if anyone is faitihless, God will abide faithful
by judging him.

The section begins: "The saying 1s sure, Tmetss & 33505-

This is a saying common to end confined to the Pastoral

epistles, 1 Tim. 1:15; 3:1; L:9; Titus 3:8: probably

the writer's own note, either calling attentlon to the

importance of what,he sald himself or quoting some
well-known saying.

The latter seems to bo the case here, as the verses that follow

have a "distinctly rhythmical cherscter,” and may be taken

Ly i g cal C tar
W u; gritical and Exegetical Coumentary
on the gigzgrggc§§1831aﬂ,“ International Critical Comment: ry

(New York: Chaples Scribner's Sons, 192l4), XXXVIII, 125,
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from a hymn, as 1 Tim. 3:16.° The murdvs then would verify
the thoughts of the hyun, giving them tho sanction of being
ag dependable as Cod Himselfl.

"If we have died with Him," ¢l ruvune@u'voucv has been
taken as referring to baptism by the analogy of Rom. 6:8,
(so Liock, Easton, Jeremias); and the aorist would seem to
point to that., DBut as everything 1In these verses 1ls related
and interitwined with the context, I believe this 1s alsog,
and the primary reference 1s to suffering for the Gospel,

even to the point of martyrdom, verses 3:9; li:bs 2 Cor. l:7-15

3

-

and 1 Cor. 15:30~32 are close parallels.
"If we have died with Him we shall also live with Hime"
"This confirms the llmatem{vov of verse 8; as ¢um Barihtveomev
doos &x enéppsé.‘('o; Aupr§ verse 8; and Sromévomiv dOSS vRemivw
verss lO."h Thosa who have suffered and died because tney wero
faithful in preaching ths Gospel, may be certain that God
will raise again their bodies to a new, everlasting life,
CPRils 310 o)
"If we endure," the oresent tense signifies a continuing

state.b We know from this and Paul'!s other epistles that

he had to underge many trials for the Gospel, and truly,

ECharles.J. Bllicott, Comwuentary on the Pastorgl Epistl?s,
second edition (London: Parker, Son, and Bourn, 180L), pe 128.

5

Ibid., DPs 129.
J-“1--1(:)(31'{’ EEQ Cit., De 96.

SEllicOtt, l0Ce cite

RPN e T
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"all those who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted,” 3:13. This signifies "a brave bearing
up against suflerings rather than a mere tame and passive
sufferance."6
If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. This is
"en extension of the previous 1dea® thut we shall live with
Him.r Kretzmann commentsi
Sind wilr schon hiler auf Erden durch die Glaubengemeine
schaft mit lhm Keenige und Priester, Offenb. 5:9;10,
8o werden wir ersi rocht in der Owigkeit mit koenig-
lichen Gewmondern bekleidet und mit koeniglicher Gswalt
betraut worden und mit ihm herrschen und regleren in
alle Ewigkeit,®
Thus, if we are faithful in our ministry, God will be faith-
ful to reward us.
But Paul continues: 1if we are falthless, God will be
faithful %o judge us. First Paul says: "If we deny Him,

He will also deny us." "The future conveys the idea of the
s N o * “9 ‘ ar A @ ¥ : h
ethical possibility of theaction. These words are &n eclo

oi the words of Jesus:
So everyonse whio acknowledges me before men, I also w}ll
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; but who=

ever dsnies me before men, I also will deny befors umy
Father who 1s in heaven, HMatt. 10:32 f.

.l ) '
"TP we are faibthless, He remains faithful.’

Der letzte Satz dieses Abschnitts ist oft miszverstanden
worden, als sel diess letzte Erinnerung eine Art Troste
wort, wodurch gleichsam dis Haerte der vorhergehenden

O1hb1a., p. 127,

"Ibid., p. 129. _
P. B. Kretzmann, Die Pastoralbriele (St. Louilss
Concordia Publishing liouse, s De .

9%1licott, loc. cit.
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Warnung gemildert wuerde. Was zunaschst den Zusammenhang
mlt dem vorhsrgshenden Satze betrifit, so wird dieser
trefflich dargelegt von Bengel: Si abnegumus: ore; si
non credimus: corde. #Abnegatio prius pofatur; nam
fidem, quee fuerat, exstingult, Rom. 3:3.
"He remains falthful." The sentence seems to break off
abruptly, and these words stend alone and majestic like the
4
"wetog 6 Teog " of 1 Cor. 1:9. We would expsct Paul to
continuc and draw a conclusion from this premise, as he did
in each of the three preceding cases. But tlhere is none.

We can only infer and conjecture:

Perhaps, Me remains faithful to His promises of mercy,
but the balance of the rhythm and the following clause
almost raquire a note of warning: He remains faithiul;
He keeps His word bofh for reward and punishment; cfe.
Ls18,1h; Gx. 36 £l

Such an interoretation would make this passage a close parallel
to Deuts 739 Le
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the ;
Taithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with
those who love Him and keep His commandments, to a
thousand generations, and requises to their face those
who hate Him, by destroying them; He will nob b?_slack
with him who hetes Him, He will requite him to his face.
This seeme Lo be th» best interpretatlions
"For He cannot deny Himself." It is of the very essence
of God to be faithful. He is the eternally Faithful One; and
: . 12
He cannot be "untrue to His own essential nature."” If He

were unfaithful He would deny Himself, He would no longer be

God. This hits a peculiarly somber chord here, where we

lOKretzmann, loce cite

11,0k, loc. cite
12z111cott, ops elbte, Pe 130.
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believe that God can be referring only to His righteous
Judgment. e 1is falthful, alas, even in judgment.

fHere, then, we have the first and only nots of warning
in all of the "rfaithfulness" passages. The falthfulness of
God is a two edged sword. He wlll express His fidelity to
those who are faithless by denying and judgling them. Thus
we cannot become sentimental sbout God's faithfulness, it is
no deluded devotion; it remains a virile thing. —Therefare,
neither nced we ever doubt it, for as He must be falthful
to Jﬁdge the unfaltnful, so He must be failthful to bless and

glorify the Lfaithiul; He cannot deny Himselfl.




CHAPIT'ER IX
GOD'S FAITHFULNKSS IS THE BASIS OF HOPE

A Btudy of Hebrews 10:19-25

One of the major hallmarks of the Christian faith is

NP NP . o

hopes This hops 1s not simply wishing, or trust in a blind

e

fate, or a vague and basoless optimism. Rathuvr, it is a

hope that is sure and founded, realistic and dependable; for

it is based on the faithfulness of God. It is only God!'s .
Tidelity that gives eny meaning to hope; but for the Chris-

tian hope has rich and living meaning, "for He is faithful

who proumised."

vz
e

Jote

th 10:18 the doctrinal section of the epistle con-

The writer now proceeds to apply hls argumsnis prac-
tlcally to the situation of his readers, urging their
privileges end thelr responsibilities un@er the new
order of religion which he has just outlined.

In verses 19-21 a brief summary is given of' the bless-

G2
(2]

ings which Christians possess:

Thev have an entrance to the Divine presence in virtue

ot

of Christ's blood, a way mcde by the Incarnation, and

1 T . . e} - ~ e t\'-. T 01’1
J. loffat, "A Critical and Bxegetical Comuentary
the Epistle to the Hebrews," Internatiomal CPlti?&l Com=
mentary (New York: Charles Scribnert!s Sons, 1924), XXXIX,
141,
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an availing pgrsonal Advocate, a Priest over the
house of God.

Drawing the logical and practical conclusions from this
elcvated position of the Christians, the writer follows the
path of the great triasd: feith, hope, and 1ove.3 This is
done through the three cohortatives: wpecc,xuﬂnatﬁ-(v. 22),
Ketdgwmev (ve 23), Kataevo S mev (vv. 2l £.).

The approach of the worshipper (v; 22) is characterized
"oy two personal qualities, resl devotion and ripe faith,“s
"with & true heart in full assurance of faith." in a true
heart there is no "divided allegiance,‘no reserve of feeling.”
when balagcad by a raithful God, the faith of the individual
can have "full assurance." Chapter 10:38 ff. is a commantary
on this faith.

The characterization of the worshipper continues, but
the writer turns from the subjective to the objective, from
thelr dispnosition to their divine endowment.7 Their hearts

have been sprinkled clean from an evil conscience, and their

25. I's VWestecott, The Epilsitle to the Hebrews (Grandd
Rapids, Wichigan: Wm. B. Eerdmsns Publishing House, 1950),
p. 3180

3 g -

Je &, Bengel, Gnomon of the New Testament, translated
Dy C. T. Lowis and M. K. Vincent (Phlladelphia: Perkinpine
and Higgins, 1862), II, 649.

uOt‘to lichel, "Der Brief an die Hebraser," Kritisch=-
oxegetischer Komwentar usber das Neue Testamont, edited by
e A, W, Meyer (8th edition; Goettingen: Vandenhoeck und

Rupredht, 194,9), XIII, 230.

2ﬁest0ctt, ope. eit., p. 322,
6Ibid.
?Ibid.




k]

bodies washed with pure water, i.e., they are puriried in-
ternally and externally. "The metaphors are sacerdotal;
as priests were sprfinkled with blood énd'bathed in watar,“a
and so the ChriStian-is cleansed by the blood of Christ,
and saved by baptlsm.

From faith the wreiter turns to hope: "Let us hold fast
the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who pro=-

» - @ . L. 3 2 4 L) Y
mised is faithful." Hope, ¢édny , which 1s not found in the

Gospels, has great prominence in this epistle: 3:6; 6:11, 18, 19;
721931121,
The hope in cach case appears to be fixed upon the
realization of & complete divine fellowshilp under new
conditions. To this the Christian looks forward witg
a vivid anticipation. In it he sees ths assurance ol
the transfiguratlon of the conditions of earthly being
(1 John 3:2,3)e The resurréction of Christ is the
pledge of its fulfillment (1 Peter 1:3, 21). Hence
Christ Jesug Himself is "our hope"” (1 Tim, 1l:l1;
Cole 1:27)¢7 :
(4 /
The Christien is to hold Ffast the confession, ewocdoyid ,
of this hope (3:1; i:lly)e It is thought that-this hope
. . A :
~ was first confessed at baptism,‘o (and that this phrase is
connected with the “washing by pure water" of verse 22).
Nevertheless, the Christian is never to keep his faith.and

hope to himself, but must express it fully and freely bhefore

the world.

BMoffat, OPe.Clte, Po 1ldge

es teott, ope Cite; Do 32l

Oyorsrat, op. cibe, Pe 1hO..
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This confession is to be held fast without wavering,
Kd‘te'xwuev. o o« & KAvR, "so that it remains erect and £irm," Tt
Why should our confession be neld so Firmly? Because "He
who promised is raithful,” wmioty yap o ’urv.fui.t)af,u.&.vog.
We can be certain ln our hope, because God's faithfulness

is coertain. Indeed, God's falthfulness can ve the only basis

for hope, but it 1s an ever sure and unshakeable basis,

"Phe fidelity of God is not only the sure ground of our
confidence but (as men speak) it challenges our fidelity."

In 11:11 an sxample of this faith 1ls given: "By faith Sarah

herself{ received pover to conceive, even when she wes past the

age, since she considered Him faithful who head promised."

’

See also 06:13-20 and 2 Cor. 1:17-20.
The lust appeal is to love, verses 24 f.

The members of the circle or community are to stir up

one another to the practice of Christian love. Since

this 1s only possible when common worship and gellow-

ship are waintained, the writer warns them agalpst : 13
Tfollowing the bad example of absandoning such gatherings.

11Westcott, loc. ciGe
laIbid.

3 5
Moffat, loc. cite




CHAPTER X

GOD'S FAITHFULNESS PRUSERVES CHRISTIAKS UNTIL HIS
SECOND CCHMING

A Study of 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and

2 Thessalonians 3:3

Paul stayed with the Thessalonians probably no longer
than threo weeks, Acts 17:2. That being such a brief period
in which to eatablish a church, Paul wes deeply concerned
about their condition after he leoft, 1 Thess. 2:17=-3:10,
He knew they wers passing through the s?iritual struggsles
common to all Christiens, 1 Thess. 2:1h=16; 2 Thess. 1l:i ff.
Could they stand up under such trials and persecutions, they
who had so little of Paul's ministrations? Paul was-concernad,
but he was not doubtful, for he knew God was falthful: He
would suard them from the evil one, He would sanctify them
wholly, He would keep them until the coming of the Lord Jesus.
The faithful God preserves His children until the Second
Coming.

? G 3 = AR

")May the God of peace Himself,"Aut ¢ o Deoj twg €pnvng,

1 Thess. 5:23. The phraseology stresses that none other

1
than God elone can sancbify thewm,  "in Independence of

16. A. Aworlen and C. J. Riggenbach, "The Two Epistles

< ‘ / : Serip=-
of Paul to the Thessalonians,” Commentary on the EE&I.____E
tures, edited by J. P. Lange, trenslated with additions by

Tobm Lillie (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1868),
XXII, 9k.
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their exertions and Paulls exhortations."® To sanctify,
&Jtéfgflv s "includes not only devotion to Ged, but conduct,
ethical soundness."> Ao tq.AcTS » Wnolly, is best baken
quantitatively: "in your collective powers and éarts;
marking more emphatically thean %Aous that thoroughnsss and

nlk

The next phrase: "and may vour spirit and soul and

pervasive nature of holiness.

body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ," 1s an enlar;sment of the first. "Wholly" is
explained by "spirit, soul, and body." By this Paul means
to refer %o the total man. Already in [:3-8 he showed con-
cern ior the body. Bubt the body cannot be consascrated unless
the soul and splrit are also consecrated.

Paul prays that ths body, soul, and spirit be preserved
"entire," Bhﬁkanﬁn. This word occurs only here and in
James 1l:li (where its usage is illuminating) in the Hew »

=

Testament, It 1s best taken in a qualltatlive sense;p "sound"

is a good translatione.

\

2J. Denney, The Epistle to the Thessalonians (Ney York:
Hodder and Stoughton, ned.), Pe 251

BJ- B. Frome, "A Cpritical and Bxegetical Gommnentary of

. " 1onal
the Epistle St. Paul to the Thessalonians, M
¢ Epistles of Charles Scribner's Sons, 1912),

Critical Commentary (New York:
XXXVII, 210.

Paul's Zpistles to the Thessalonians

i o .
Ce Jo. Ellicott, St. : -
(4th edition; London: ~Longmen, Green, Lonsman, Roberts and

Green, 1880), p. 8l.
°Ibid., pe 85
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Furthermore, Paul prays thet they be kept blameleas,
-§;~€pvn+w;. This is the negative side of being sanctified.
The thought is ‘related to 2 Thess. 3:3, "But the Lord is
faithful; He will strengthen you and gusrd you from evil,"

Paul assumss tnat they will be strengthened bbth in

faith (1 Thess. 3:2) and conduct (1 Thess, 3:13;

2 Thess. 2:17), and thus be shielded from the power

of Satan (1 Thess. 2:18; 2 Thess. 2:9), that is from

?ng ?thical %barr?t%ons, perhaps spaéificé}ly idleness

and meddlesoueness.
Thus they wera'kapt blameless,

Lastly, Paul prays that they yg kept uﬁtii fhe'coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ,tv ti mapoveid tod Kogiov nuwv'larey Xpir ¥ .
Throughout these two epiétles tho greitest emphasis is placeg
on the Second Coming of Christ (1 Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 33133
213 £f.3 2 Thess. 1:10; 2:1 ff.d. In this earliest a?istle,
written comparatively scon after the Lord!s ascension,
Paul is confident that these'youngland inexperienced converts
will be kept until the final day (1 Cor. 1:8; Phil. 136, 10).
They can antlcipate the Second Coming with joy rather than
foar, confident that Goi will surely keep Uheuw.

Paul has concluded his prayer; now he strikes a note of
-strong éssurance that God will fulfill this prayer. Why is

he so confident? Becauss God is faithful.

is 1} froiu from the
This happens not {rom my prayers, he says, but
purpose with which He called you. (Chrysostom) This

6 E
Ibide, p. 125.

7Fr'ame, QD SL.LE-’ Pe 295‘4-0

6Denney, 0pe Cites; Peo Olie

Ry
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faithfulness of God has already been manifested when in
keeping wlth His eternal choice (1l.Thess. 1l:li) He called
them (2:12) through the preaching of the Gospel

(2 Thess, 2:1L)s But if the caller is faithful, He may
also (Hel) be relied upon to perform the very thing

involved in the call, ngmely, that for which Paul prayed
W apedon KGR tnpaOwvad ’

This prayer gives a rich manifestatlon of God's Taith-

fulness:

Joti ce the comprehensiveness ol ths Apostles praver.

It is conveyed in thres separate words: 5 oted€l( 34¢Kdmpov
and ¥minmtw(. It is intensified by an enumeration of
the parts or elements of which man's neture consist:
"your spirit and soul and body." It is raised to its
highest power when the sanctity for which he prays is
set in tho searching light of the_Last Judgment--in

the day of our Lord Jesus christ.

Faithful is He that calleth us, who also will do this,

()Fl‘flmﬂ, ODe ClLey Po 2111..

10D3nn3,-)7, _QE_O 011:-, Pe 2")30




CORCLUSION

One should not think that after studying these passages
one has learned all that there is to learn about the faithe
fulness of Gods This is not all there is of 1t. The faith-
fulness of God is implicit ln all of the Scripture. Every
act of God that iSIPGCOPded therein 1s a manifestation of
His fidelity. Ve might say that Christ is God's faithiulness

"incurnate”; He is the display and warking of God's Taith-
fulness. In every word, thought, and act of God we see this
note oi faithfulness.

If God's faithfulness is implicit in all of Scripture,
it is also more oxpllcit than we often Imsgine. Notice how
wmany different authors of the Scripture dwell on this theme.
See how Paul roturns to it again and again. aAnd see how the
secrod writers apply it to so many of the varying sltuatlons
and experiences of life: to sin, suffering, hope, preaching,
etc. The apostles range through the length and bresadth of
life, viewing it all in the light of God's faithfulness. I
follows us through all the paths of lifes
It is interesting to note how much sharper focus the

faithfulness of God is given by the New Testament. In the 0ld

Testament it was mentioned only rather generally, usually in

connection with the covenant. It has thet fundamental, butb

However, in the New Testament 1t

et o8

rather vague, application.
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is mentioned in great detail, and no aspact of life is too
insignificant to be vlewed in its light. It has an all=-
pervasive nature; we cannot get away from it.

A study such as this csn become rather cold and in-
tellectual, and the concept of God's faithfulness no more
than a topic which we stow away in our minds for dry consid-
eration. But for the one who has suffered, who has tasted
despalr or walked through the valley of the shadow, this is
not simply 2 concepts It is an anchor of hope in a troubled
world, & source ol certainty amidét so much uncertainty;

1t is assurance of full salvation. God is faithfull




BIBLIOGRASHY

Auberlen, C, 4e and Ce. J, Hlv*en>ach. "The Two GZpistles of
Paul Lo the Thessslonians,' uommentﬂrz on the Holy

€ ¢ XYTrT o

mu?ln.?zgg. Ae?io Bdited by J. P, Lengoe Aransizted

?’ ad-litions by qgwn Lilliee HNew Yoric Gharles
eribner! o Sons, 1868,

o doorterbuch zum Neuen Tostament, Heprlin: Alfped
\/3 B8N 1‘}_)!,..

Bauer, W
:ﬂ(

s —eia

Baoare, Fo We The Zirst Epistle of Pater, Oxford: Basil

ﬁenq»}, Je §. Gnomont of tho Hew Tesitaments II. Transloted
by Ue Te Lowls and We e Vinconte Philasdelphla: Perkine
pine and Higgins, 1862, i - :

Blgg, Co "A C¥ritical and uxugotioﬁl Commentary on the Uplstles
0f Ste Poter and St. Jude.” Lnto"nﬁtionaT C”iuiC?l Com—
montary, XLI« New York: Charlos .erionor’s Sons, 1Y05,

Brooke, A, B, YA uJi‘iLHl and Sxegoeblcal Commentury on the
acf“ﬂ.xﬂu Spistles,” Inbarnstionul Uritical Comuentarvye.
ALiIe Hew Yorks Charles Scribnerts Sons, 1920.

Buec 1, ¥e Dig Johannesbriofe. Lelpzigt A, Deichertsche |
rlagsbuchhandlunsg, 19336 |

Croemor, Hermene Biblico=Tiwolozical Lioslcon of the New Tostae
ment Greolks ?nunsf $0d DY We UPWiCKks Hdinbursh: T. and |

Te Clurk, 1478

Domney, Js 7he Boistles to the Thossalonians, Wew York: Hodder |

=d -

and Stouw ELL;"}, Netde

Ellicott, Charlee J. Commontiry on the Pastoral Epistles. |
Second edition. London: rfarker, oom, and 30urn, 1061,

S

ediTion, bondons Lon.msn, Green, Lon man, Hoberts and

~==awg  Ohe Poul's Epistles to the Thossalonlans. Hourth ‘

Green, 1880, |

: |
Frame, J. . "4 ¢ritical end fxegetical uoqwoufnrv ol the

i
£ A !
Mpiletlias of 8ue Faul to the Thessalonimns.” International ‘

Criticel Uommentarye XAAVII. New York: Charles |
Cerinner's Sonty 4912

Geseniug, V., Hebrew and Chaldes Loxicon. “ranslated by Se. Pe
Trogollos. Urand Repias, Miohigan: W¥me Be Serdmans
Publishing House, 19Ye




50

Godet, e Cbmmenta{; on First Corinthians, 2 vols. =din=-
burgh: T, and T Clark, 1690,

Grosheide, F. W. "Commentary on the First Hpistle %o the
Corinthians.” Hew International Commentary of the Hew
Testament. Grund Rapids, Michigan:s Wm. B. Serdmens
Publ ishing House, 105J.

Hodge, Caspar i, “Fnithfulness. International Stondard
Bible Hacyclopedia. Bdited by Jemes Orr, Chicagos
Howard Severance Compuny, 1915. pp. 1085~90,

Hodge, Charles, The Pirst Bpistle to the Corinthians. New
York: Hodder and :’uuuhton9 NeCe

Kitt el Gep editor. Thco*ohisc 18 Woerterbuch zum Neuen
stamente Iy vol buuttgart' W. Kohlhammer, 1033,

Po He Die Pastoralbrlefe, St. Louis: GConcordia
ng House, 19L&,

frotz

Locly, Valters "A Critical and Sxegetical Comuentary on the
Pastoral Epistles." International Critical Commentary.
AXXVIII. Hew York: Charles Scribnsr's Sons, 1924.

liichel, Ottos "Der Brief aon die Hebraeer." Kritisch- - :
exegotischer Kommentar ueber das Neue Testament. Ddited
by de A. W, HMeyer., kighth edition. Goettingen: Vanden=-

hoeck und dupfechu, 1049 «

lioffat, J, Vi Critical and Exegetical Commeniery on the
Epistle to the Hebrews." International Critical Ccom-
mentary. X¥XXIX. Wew ¥ork:s Churles Seribner's Sons, 192h.

liorgen, J. Campbell. The Corinthiasn Letters of St. Paul.
New York: Fleming H. Revell, 19L0.

lioulton, J. H. end George ¥%illigan. The Vocabulary of the
Greek New Testamente. Grand Rﬂpids, Michizan: VYim. B.
Feramens Publishing House, 1949.

Nestle, Hberhard and Brwin Nestle, editors. Novum Testamentum
Graece. lineteenth edition. Stuttgart: Privileglerts

Wuertteuberglische Bilbelanstalt, 19&9.

OQshler, G. I'e Theology of the Old Testament. Rgvised by
G. Be Dave. New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 83.

Richardson, Alan, editor. 4 Theolosical Wordbook of the Bible.
New York: iacmillan, 1991.

RObOPtSOH, A. T, A Gramnar oi the Greek New Testament in th?
Light 7 Historical nesearch. oocond edition. Hew Yori:
usorge T. Doran Company, 1915. A




-

51

Sanday, W. and A, C. Headlam. "A Critical and Exegetical
Commentary on the “pistle of the Romsns." Intern:tional
Critical Commentery. XAXII. HNew York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1900,

Selwyn, Z. CG. The Elr t Lpistle of St. Peter. London:
Macmillan, 1952

Stoeckhardt, CG. Xommentar usber den frsten Brief Petri.
3t. Louis: Concordia Publishing Louse, 1912.

Thayer, J. He A Greeck-inglish Lesicon of. the New Tastament.
New York: ~Americen BOOK uompany, 10U8U.

Westeobt, B, e The Bpistle %o uhe Hebrews, Grand Rapids,
Michigan: . Wms B. Gerdmans uolivhln’“ﬂouse, 1950,

---ﬁ—. The lpistles of St. John. Camdbridge and London:
1.1lan and Gompany, 10

c;'

Young, Robert. Analvbicel Concordance to the Bible. Revized
by ¥Wm. B, Stovenson. - New York: Funk and Vagnalis Cowpany,

Nede




	A Study of the Use of the Phrase Faithful is God in the New Testament Writings
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1601065805.pdf.YG8mV

