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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

.

In the January 1951 iseue of Theolozy, = journal which
promotes Christian knowledge, VWalton Hannah published an
article entitled, "Should a Christian be a Freemason?®l lr,
Hannah, who 1s a canon in the Anglican Church in England,
wes much perturbed by ebusss in the Anglican Church, espsc-
ially by the ingress of Freemgsonry into his church. His
article in Theology was an attempt to bring some of these
abusgeg to light.

hen Mr. Hannah onublished hle article he did not
reallize that he would arouse controversy of far-reaching
congecuences. HMany members of the Church of England wers
swakened to the infiltration of Freemasons into thelr ranks.
The clergy itself became divided on the issue. The British
press aleo took up the debate. The press opened its pages
to readers to express their views. People from 2ll over the
world wrote, soms in support and preise of Mr. Hannah's
article in Theology, others in violent opposition %o 1S,
Thie cauged Canon Hannah %o deal with the question of Free-

magonry more fully in a book entitled, Darkness Vigible,?

lyalton Hannah, Darkness Vieible (London: Augustine
Press, 1952), p. 5.

2Ibid.
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Ag the controversy grew it was forced into the Con-
vocation at Canterbury. Here it wes side-stepped. It was
debated before the Church Assembly in June 1951, but the
debate confined iteelf %o irrelevant msttergs. The reason
for this was thet the issue wag too delicate. Too many
prominent church digniteries were involved., Too many
Hosonie eclergymen were determined to stor such an investiga-
tion. A% the present time the whole issue has developed
into a stalemate.

As %o the future relationship of the Church of England
to Freemasonry the wrlter agrees with Mr. Hannah's obser-
vation in Darkness Visible: ‘

The fact thaet no sdequate or convinecing reply has yet

been made to the theological objections to the Craft

either in the columns of the Church oress (including

Theology), in my personazl correspondence, or in the

Church Assembly debate in June 1951 (which hody was

not in any case competent to deal with theological

issue), has strengthened my conviction that sooner or
later the Church of Englend, if she 1s to preserve

the integrity of her Christian witness, wlll have to

face the issue and modifg, or least defline; her

ettitude to Freemasonry.

Sinee this controversy has caused such a etir in XEngland,

arbicularly in the Anglican Church, it probably will have

o]

5,...!0

ts repercussiong on churches here in the United States. The
writer believes that since the churches belonging to The
National Council of Churches of Christ in America comprise
the majority of Protestant churches in the United States and

gince the National Council of Churches numbers more people

3Ipvid., pp. 5 L.
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than eny single religlous body in 1i.mﬁ:ez-:|.ca.,lﬂL these churches
esgpeclally will probably have to deal with the lodge problem.

Therefore, I believed it worthwhile %o investigate the sit-
uation,

When some years ago many Protestant churches organized
the National Councll of Churches, the lodge cuestion was not
an igsue for membership in this Council. To many of these
churches the lodge presents no problsm. They are non-
committal in thelr attlitude. Dr, Samuel MeCrea Cavers,
(teneral Secretary of the National Council of Churches,
describing the Hational Counoil of. Churches, writes:

The genius of the Counecil is to foster a united
Christian fellowship which will express iteelf in
every phase of the life and work of the Churches. The
Councll has no authorlity over the denominations and is
in no sense a superorganization but through its repre-
gsenbative ghoracter and its democratlic prooesses 1%
draws the churches together in a family group in which
they reinforce each other and coordingte thelr efforis.
It conserves freedom and diversity, with no thought of
dietation or enforced uniformity, while at the same
time gecuring needed unity of action.5

He furthermore writes:

411 churches which share the basic faith in Jesus
Christ as Divine Lord and Saviour are eligible %o
membership. Into detalls of doetrine the Council does
not enter but stands upon tha common ground of historic
Christian faith and conviction held by the Churches

bsamuel Cavert, "Introducing the National Gougcil of
Churches®, 1951 Zdition Yearbook of American Churches,
edited by’George Ketonem (Naw York: HNational Counecil of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America, 1951),
Pe 2s

5Ibid., De 3e
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&

that comprise 1t.6

Therefore these churches are not asked to express their
nosition on the lodge when they avply for membership in the
National Counell of Churches. In a letter to the author,
Dr. Cavert writes, "the question of attitude toward lodges
ie no? one which is involved in membership in the Hational
Council."?

These churches are therefore not now concerned aboutb
the lodge cuestion.  But they will be when they are awakened
o the inroads secret fraternal societies have made inte
thelr ranke Just as the church of England was swakened by
lire Hannah. The purpose of this study, then, is %o chow the
nositlion of the churches delonging to tThe National Council
of Churches on the lodge question. To each statement of
position I am adding o briel history and statistical report
of the recpective church since this informetion mey in pard
reflect the position on the lodge question which the several
churches take.

In my effort to deal with the guestion raised by this
theeis I discovered no documentary material was avalilable,
Therefore, with the exception of the three Lutheran Churches

belonging to the National Council of Churches whose position

61pid., p. 2.
7Lotter to the author dated Maroh 2, 1953.
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on the lodge is documented,B8 the author wrote to the secre-
tary or some prominent official of each group belonging to
the Natlonal Council of Churches asking for the position of
their church with reference to secret fraternal organiza-
tions. .

Originally I mailed only twenty-seven letters. 1In
some instances I found it necessary to mail a follow=-up
letter; esometimes I was referred to another church dignitary.
A total of ninety-three letters were sent out to represent-
atives of these church groups asking for their position on
the lodge question,

The response to the inquiries was surprisingly good.
Moet of the individuals addressed seemed happy to state
their position and those who were slow in answering seemed
to have valid excuses., Of the original twenty-seven letters
sent out, replies were recelved from twenty-six of the men
addressed. The position regarding the lodge of this last
church body was obtained by writing to one of the clergy of
this group,.

8Paul M Bretascher, "To Join or Not To Jein', The
Lutheran Witness, LXX (July 10, 1951).




CHAPTER II

THE POSITION OF THE
CONSTITUENT MEMBTRS OF THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

1. Africen Methodist Episcopal Church:

This is "the largest of the Hegro Methodist seets"l and
"the gecond largest Methodist group in the United States,"2
In 1816 this body withdrew from the lHethodigt
Zplscopal Church, whife, and organized a church for
the colored, the white cooperating. There were and
there are today no doctrinal differences, the spirit
veing en endeavor to solve the guestion of race pre-
judice.”
“Both doctrine and polity follow that of other Methodist
bodies. vk
The latest atatistics show that this group has 5,878

churches with & membership of 1,166,301.5

lpimer T. Clark, The Small Sects In America (Revised
editlion; New York: Abingdon-Cokssbury Press, %6&9}, p. 66.

2Fpank S.(Mead, Handbook of Denominations Ig the {
United States (New York and Nashville: Ablngdon-Cokesbury
Pregs, 195T§, p. 134,

33, L. Neve, Churches and Seots of Christendom (Bur-
lington, Iowa: The Lutheran Literary Board, 19L0), p. 428.

QMead, loc. git.

5411 statistics given throughout this study have been
taken Trom the 1952 Edition Yearbook of American Churches
edited by Benson ¥. Landis (New York:; National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of Ameriea, 1952},

PP+ 235 FF.
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As %o thelr position on the lodge guestion, Bisghop S,
L. Greene, preslident of the Council of Bishops of the
African Methodist Fpiscopal Church, wrote in a letter %o
the author:
The African lMethodist Episcopsl Church endorses no
fraternal or politleal organlzation, as sueh, but un-

qualifiedly encourages our megbers who desire to do
80 to become membersa of them,

2. Afrlcan Methodlast Episcopal Zion:

This Churech is "the second largest of Negro MHethodist
sects,"7 “an independent body having withdrawn from John
Street Methodist Church of New York City in 1796,"8 feeling
themgelves oppressed by caste prejudice and suffering the
deprivation of Church privileges permitted %o others."?
iTheilr first Church they named Zion and this congregation
was the nucleus of the African Hethodist Episcopel Church,.#10
In doctrine and polity they are in accord with the Hethodist
Episcopal Church."ll Latest statistics show there are 728,150

members belonging to 3,090 churches.

6Letter to the author dated November 29, 1952.

7Clark, op. git., p. 67.
1952 Edition Yearbook of Ameriocan Churches, p. 66.

98. H. Klotsche, Christian Symbolics (Revised sdition;
Burlington, Iowa: The Lutheran Literary Board, 1929}, p. 309.

10Kiotsche, loc. oit.

1lynited States Department of Commerce, Buresu of the
Census. Religious Bodies: 1936 (VWashington: United States
Printing Office, §9 , 11, 1196,

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIERARY
CONCOHDIA SEMINARY
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Regarding thelr lodge position ¥W. J. Walls, Presiding
Bighop of the Dlstrlict, in a letter to the author, wrote:
There 1s no restriction in our church on secred
eocletles and no sentiment agelnst them. The ministers
themselvee belong to them. They preach their sermons
end furnish their churches for snniversaries and they

hold office in them. Many of them consider themgelves
fortunate to be members of a secret soclety.l2

3. American Baptlst Convention:

"Formerly known as the Northern Baptiet Convention"l3
"this groun was formed in 1950 to have one national organ-
ization which would carry on a unified plan of missionary
vork, 414 By and large the Northern nmembers represented in
thies group are more liberal in thought and theology than
those in the SBouthern Baptiat Convention. Gestures al re-
union have been made but are still unsucecessful,

The local church ig still the basiec and highly indepen-

dent unit of American Baptist government and administra-

tion. In matters of faith every Baptist church of the
convention speaks for itself, but_there are certain

Baptist doctrines held in common.

In the Amsrican Bgptiet Convention there are 6,706 churches
and 1,554,304 members,

Regarding their lodge position, Reubsn E. Nelson,

General Eecretary, writes:

121 ct4er to the author dated November 26, 1952.
131952 Edition Yearbook of Amsrigan Churches, p. 1é.
1Mead, on. oit., D. 28.

151pig.
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Our American Baptist Convention has never taken any
action concerning seoret orders. By the nature of

our organization we are simply the cooperative zgency
for Baptiet congregations who are altogether inde-
pendent in thelr church peolity on these matters. The
attitude concerning secret orders therefore varies
from church to church. A number of our pastors take
the attitude that twentleth century life is so crowded
with org&nizatign and sctivity there is no time for
secret orders.l

L, Augustana Evangelical Lutheran:

"This body wae organized originally by the Swedes who
settled along the Delaware River."l? UBut another and a
much stronger immigrant stream began to flow into this
country from Sweden in the forties of the last century.®l8

Men of the Augustana Synod, together with Ameriean,
German, Norweglan, and Danish Lutherans, organized the
Synocd of Northern Illinois in the fall of 1851. In
this body all of these worked together until 1860, when
the Swedes snd Norweglans withdrew and organized the
Scandanavian Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America.
In 1870 there ocourred the friendly withdrawal of the
Norweglan sgection for the purpose of organizing the
Norwegian Lutheran Conference. In 1894 the word
"Scendanavian" wae dropped from the name, which thence-
forth became the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod
of North America, or, in brief, the Augustana Synod, 19

In 1930 this group Joined in the organization of the American

Lutheren Conference, a federation of five Lutheran bodies.

16Letter to the author dated November 26, 1952.
17Mead, op. git., p. 117.
18Religious Bodies: 1936, II, 881.

19M. Phelan, New Handbook of All Denominations (Ssventh
revision; Nashviile, Tenn.: Cokesbury Press, 1933), pp. 163 f.
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UThe eynod is the center of suthority.*20 Thers zre 465,062
members belonglng to their 1,121 churches.

The Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church decleres in
1tes Constitution (edopted 1928, Chapter IV article II,
Bection 2):

The greatest care shall be exercised in order that
no person lacking the proper qualification be ordained
%o the ministry or retained in that offlce. It is
especlially stipulated that no person who belongs to or
Joine eny secret organlzation or socisty of unbelievers
shall be_received or retained in the ministerial
office.2l

5. Church of the Brethren:

The Conservative Dunkers or as they c¢all themselves,
the Church of the Brethren, constitute the main branch
of the Dunkers. They uphold the principle of non-
conformlity to the world but do not enforce it as
rigorously a2s was done in earlier times.Z22

They came to America in 1719 enticed by the free lands

offered by William Penn. In their earlliest days st German-

town they printed the first Germsn Bible in America and began

Yo circulate the first Americen religious magazine. '"The
polity of the church corresponds more nearly to the Pres-
byterian than to any other specific eccleslastical form,"23

As to doctrine, they are "in general terms . . . classified

20Religious Bodies: 1936, II, 882.

21paul M. Bretscher, "To Join or Not To Join", The
Luthersn Witness, IXX (July 24, 1951), 2h2.

22K1otsche, op. cit., p. 338.
23Religious Boddes: 1936, ob. cit., I, 276.
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as orthodox Trinitarians."24 9“They have no other creed than
the New Testament and hold %o the principles of non-violence,
temperance, and the expression of religion through the good
1ife.,*25 This group has 186,358 members and 1,030 churches.

Grace Hollinger, Administrative Assistant to Norman J.
Baugher, General Secretary of the Church of the Brsihren,
writes, regarding their position on lodges:

The official posltion of the Church of the Brethren is

in opposition to secret fraternal organizations. Minutes

of i1ts annual Conference from 1604 to 1903 relates to

various aspects of thies matter. No officlal action has

been taken since 1903 until last year when a committee

wase appointed %o “relate the Church of the Brethren

interpretation of the New Testament teachling as it
relates to secret orders or oath-bound societies.“26

6. Colored Methodist Episcopal Church:

In doctrine and polity this Church is in complete
hermony with the lMethodist Episcopal Church Socuth, "This
orgenization was formed in Jackson, Tenn. in 187027 "at the
request of 1ts Negro members"28 becsuse of the slave issue.
Today there are 2,469 Colored Methodist Eplscopal Churches
and 392,167 members in the United States.

On the lodge question Mre. A. P. Allen, Aeslstant to

2kNeve, op. git., p. 527.

251952 palsion Yearbook of American Churches, p. 2k.
26Letter to the author dated November 27, 1952.
27Neve, op. ¢lf., p. 429.

28GC1ark, loc. cit.
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Preaident W, A, BDell, Ssaretary of ths Colored Hethodist
Eplecopal Chureh, wrote me; "Ths Cslored Hethodle$ Episcopal
Churel has no regulation forbidding 1%: members vo join

gaoret fraternal organizations.?d
7¢ Congrogatlional Chrietiazn Churches of the U.E.4.:

The Congragatlanaliata likewlee have enjJoyed unifice=-
%lon with two bodiea: That with the “vangﬁlinal
Frotestant Churches, of Germen antecedgnts, in 1924,
end in 1931 with the Christlan Church.9
This unien fhas been thoreusidy denoerstie leaving both fres
$0 continue thelr own forms of worship and esch with its own
polity and dootrine.'31l Wi merger with the Tvengelicel and
Reformod hag been under consideration since 1944, 932  Hfhe
posltion of the 'Christians! was extrezly broad, The prace
tice of the Oongrezationists had becoms gulte similar,"23
"Congregational polity, unlike presdyterian or eplscopal
polity permite of ensy change.“3” They have 5,620 churches
and 1,251,477 neunbersa.

Douglas Horton, Minister of the General Council, writes

29Lettor o the suthor dated December &, 1952.

30yi11tem Swoet, The Btory of Roligion A (Heow
York: Harper and Brothara, Publishers, 1039%L

3lpeed, op. oik., p. 68,
eInide,; pe 67,
33!‘!6?8, gﬂ- m., Pa 501.

¥y, Paul Willlems, ¥hat Amerioceng Believs and How They
Yorehip (New York: Harpars and Brothara, 1 2), De 222.
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of their posltion on the lodge, "Our church has never taken

LA

any position with regard to sscrst fraternal organizations,"35
8., Danish Evangelical Lutherean Church in Americas

This body was organized in 1872 by missionaries from
Denmark under the name, Kirkeling Missionsforening, In
1894 3000 members withdrew to unite with what 18 now the
United Evengelical Luthgran Church but 5000 remained to
form the present body,-

"In doetrine the church mskee no attempt 2t forming new
standarde, but is in entire conformity with the Lutheran
Church of Denmark."37 Only recently they have changed their
neme to the Amerlcan Evengelical Lutheran Church, This group
hes eighty-two churches and 192,899 members.

Regerding their position on the lodge Peul M. Bretacher,
in hig article, "Tc Join or Not to Join," writes:

From a letter received from the Rev. Holger G. Nielsen,

saeretary of the Danieh Evengelical Lutheran Church of

America, I draw the inference that also this Lutheran

group 1s in theory opposed to secret oath-bound organi-

zations but, for historieal reasons, 1s exper%encing
difficulty putting its theory into prectice.’

9. The Evengelical and Reformed Churoh:

The Evangelical and Reformed Church is the product of a
union sstablighed at Gleveland, Ohio, on June 26, 193k,
between two bodies of Swlss and Germen beckground with
begic agresments in doctrine, pollity and cul ture-the

35Letter to the author dated January 21, 1953.
361952 Edition Yearbook of American Churchss, D 59.

37Religious Bodies: 1936, II, 993.

38Bretscher, loc. cit.
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Evangellcal Synod of North America and the Reformed
Church in the United States.3Y

*The unlon was unique in that it left 21l deteils to be zd-
Jugted after the unil.v:::n."’40 "Both churches wers German
Calvinistic® %, . . church polity is modified Preebyterian, il

In 194¢ the Congregationsl Christian Churches and the
Evengelicel and Reformed church were shanding ot the
alfar ready for unlon when the process was halted by
court actlion Lrought by a minority within the Congrega-
tion group.” :

Regarding their lodge position W. 8. Kerschner, Secrec-
tary, writes:

I do not know what the attitude of the Evangelical
Bynod of North Americe was before ilts merger with the
Reformed Church in the United Staztes. As a life-long
nember of the latter group I know that no action was
ever teken by them in opposition to secret fraternal
organizations. Alsc since the merger in 1934 there has
been no legislation pro or con upon that subject. I am
sure that this is a true summary of the situation past
ond present.’3

10, Evangelical United EBrethren Churech:

The youngest of the major Protestant churches in Amerlca,
the Evangelical United Brethren Church was born in a
merger at Johnstown Pennsylvania, in 1946, uniting bodles
previously known as the Church of the United Brethren in
Chriet and the Evangellical Church. Both Churches
originated in Pennsylvania and were culte alike 1in

3%Mead, op. git., p. 8l.

401952 mdition Yearbook of American Churches, p. 4l.
blpead, op. oit., p. 83,

4241113ems, op. cit., p. 128,

%31 etter to the suthor dated Decesmber 3, 1952.
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doctrine and polity.uh
"There were no essentiel changes in the basle doctrines or
polities of either of the two merged churches, %45 "In
doctrine this church is Arminian and in government Methe-
odistic.'"6 They have 720,54% members and 4,457 churches,

Thelr position on the lodge according to I. D. Warner,
Regident Blsghop, 18 ag follows:

Regarding the matter of secret fraternal organizations,
The Evangelical United Brethren Church, in its disci-
pline, mekes no statement or pronouncement. An issue
wvae made of this matter in 1889, when a small minority
regletered strong opvosition to any member belng
received who was a member of such organlzations, In
the General Cenference of thet year, they withdrew and
formed what 18 called “The United Brethren (0ld Con-
gtitution)." The church hss remained small through the
yearsg, and a number of the younger ministers have qulte
recently come into our church, who do not feel it 1is
necesgsary or wise to make this demand of thelir members, 47

11, Evangellical Unity of the Czech-Moravian Brethren

of North Ameriaa:

Thie group origineted emeng the (Czeeh and Moravian
immigrants arriving in Texas about 1850. In 186l they
organized z& the Bohemign and Heravisn Brethren and in
1903 as the Evengelleal Union of Bohemian Brethren.
There are few departures from the doctrine and polity
of the Horavian Chggch in America. Thsse churches are
confined to Texas.

“QMead, op. elt., p. 84,
45I1bid., v. 85.
”61252 Edition Yearbook of American Churches, p. 42,

L71etter to the author dated February 20, 1953.
484ead, op. eit., p. 140.



: 16
They heve thirty-two churches and 4,090 members.
Rev. ¥. J. Kostonryz, their president, who wrote me
regarding their poeition on lodges, observes, "Members as

well ae ministers are not to belong to any secret organiza-

tlonc uhg
12. Five Years Meeting of the Friends In America;

"With about seventy thousand members this i1s the largeat
single Quaker body in the United States,n50 "Feeling the
need cof greater unity and closer cooveration in the perform-
ance of common Christian tasks'"5l Ythe Five Years Meéting of
Friends was formed in 1902 by eleven vearly Meetings entering
into a loose confederation."52 #Each of these Yearly Meet-
inge remsing independent but meets in the gathering held
every five years for asdvisory purposes."53 There are 68,612
membere and four hundred and ninety churches in this union.

Their position on the lodge issue, according %o Errol T.
Blliot, Execuftive HSecorstary, is es follows:

The Quakers heve had, quite generally, & testimony

ageinst secrat socleties. This has given way in recent
deocodes however until there are very many Frlende who

hOundated letter to the suthor.
50143&(1, Q_E; Qito’ Po 950

5lpnelan, op. eit., p. 120.

523052 Eaition Yeerbook of Americen Churches, o. 46.
53Mead, op. eit., p. 96.
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are members of lodges of various kinds.5%
13, The Greek Orthodox Church:

During the psriod from 1820 to the First World YWar the
nember of Greek immigrants %o the Unlted States in-
creased greatly. They came mostly from Greece and the
Greekx iglands in the Aegean Sea, AL Tirst thers was no
central organization of the churches, only the ecgles-
iastical supervision of the Holy Synod in Athens.25

fan act known as the Founding Tome of 1922 established the

- @Greek (Orthodox) Archdiocese of North and South America.®56
A new constitution and by-laws have been adopted for
the Greek Orthodox churches in the United States,
Doectrine, polity and worship are of the usual Eastern
Orthodox patterns,

They have 320 churches and a2 million members.
Archbishop Michael, writing on their position with

respect to the lodge states:
The Greek Orthodox Church is in agreesment and cooperates
with every organization or group of persons who work
in conformity wlth the laws of this great country in
whieh we live and are not antagonistic to the Falth and

the Tradition of the Rastern Orthodox Church in
general .

According to one of thelr psriodicals they say,

.« « « Masonry trespasses the bounds of the Church by
interfering with ethlcal and religious truths. The

Skletter to the author dated November 25, 1952.
55Religioug Bodies: 1936, I, 572.

56Kead, op. cit., pp. 76 f.

57tead, loc. cit.

581etter to the author dated February 23, 1953.
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very fact that Masonry deals with religion and
worship maekes 1% mandatory for the Orthodox to avold
Hasonry and all lodges and organizations of a
similar character. Religion and ethics is the
business of the Church. To insiet that one can he
an Orthodox in good standing and a Mason at the same
time is simply to betray a gross ignorance of the
misgion and nature of Christ's Church. It is to
overlook the truth that the Orthodox church alone
dictates religious and ethical truths.59 :

14, International Conventlon of Disciples of Christ:

"This conventlon meets annually with advisory powers
only over the churches of the Disolples of Christ, and is
composed of individual members of those churches.%60 #Tne
convention ags such has no authority over the action of the
churches, "61

In theology they occupy the common evangelical posi-

tion, There is nothing distinctive about them save

their "anti" attitude in the matter of organs and
migsionary societies. In polity theg are the
strictest of all congregetionalists,©?2

This grouprh&s 7,835 churches and 1,792,985 members,

Gaines M, Cook, Executive Secretary of the Inter-
national Convention of Disciples of Chriet, wrltes regarding

their position on the lodge as follows:

59Zusebius Alexander P'Stephanou, "The Orthodox Church
Militent,' An Account of the Doctrinal and Historical Rela-
tions of Orthodoxy with the Separated Communions (New York:
Cosmos Greek-American Printing Co., n.d.), 23.

602‘18&(1, OB, G;E. s Do L.

61y, Phelen, op. cit., p. 102.

62¢1ark, op. oit., p. 215.
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S0 far as I know, there has never bsen any pro-
nouncement from our Convention elther oro or con.
We are, of ocourse, in the tradlition of the free
churches whose general position is that matters of
political and social affiliation are conesidered to
be the prerogetive of the individual. In other
words, we make no attempt to regulate individual
lives wlth respect to any affiliation. Unofflclally,
I think that the consensus of opinion of the Dis-
oiples of Christ would be favorable to any relstion-
ship established by the individual which would aid
him in establishing wholegome contacts with other
people. # To illustrate thies further, we believe that
“the codes of morals and ethics held by the Masons,
0dd Fellows, Knights of Pythlas, et al, are con-
gtructive, On the other hand, I have heard many
germons and preached some myself, on the fact that
2 fraternity or lodge can never take the place of a
church and we well recognize the danger inherent in
such a mistaken conclusion which undoubtedly has
been reached by many men who have affiliated with
these orgznizations. The point of visw, you see, is
that we have consistently emphasized the nrimacy of
the church and have warned against fraternal organ-
izations becoming rivals for the time, loyalty, and
services of our membera. At the game time we have
recognized that 1t 1s vossible for those who keep all
things in proportion and balancg to be both good
churchmen and good Kasons, ete.63

15. The Methedist Churehs

This group includes the three branches united at
Xenseg City in the general oconference of 1939: the
Methodlist Episcopal Church, the northern body, the
fethodist Eplsocval, Church, South; and the Methodist
Protestant Church.

"Phig was the largest unification movement ever to take

place in the United States."®5 #The polity of the Metho-

63Letter to the author dated November 26, 1952.
6lyead, op. cit., . 132.

65SWeet, loc. git.
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digt Chureh follows the generel polify of all Hetho-
dlém."Gé They are ¥in common with other Arminian bodiea,"67
but "they atbach 1l1ttle importance 1o doctrine, The
emphasis ls lald on the activity of the clurch, 1%s disei-
pline znd corganization. & marked lsgalism charscherizes
the church disoipline."$8 It nas 9,065,727 members
belonging to 39,961 churches.

G. Bishop Bromley Oxnam wrliting for the HMethodist
Church regarding the lodge position of this group wrote:

The Methodist Church has never taken a position upon

the question of affiliation with fraternal organi-

zations; whether secrst or not secret. Hany of our

bighops are prominent in Masgonry and find no problem
in that relationship.69

16. The loravian Church:

¥The Lirat group of Moravians arrived in Georgla in
1735 under the leadership of Spangenberg."70 "Later they
moved %o Pennsylvania,"7l which is now 2 stronghold for

them, “The Moravian Church has no doctrine peculiar %o

66eed, op. cit., D. 133.

67xlotsche, ov. cit., p. 303.

681pid, , p. 305.

69Lstter to the author dated November 28, 1952.

70Lars P. Qualben, A History of t%g Christian Church
(New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1942), pp. k28 f.

7lMead, op. cit., p. 130.
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1tself."72 YThey are broadly evangelical, insisting upon a
prineiple of 'in essentliale unity, in non essentlals liberty,
end in all things charity'."?3 4“4 strong unionistic tendency
éharacterizes the Moravian Church."?# "Phe Noravian Church
is broadly evengelistic, liturgical with an eplsacopacy as a
spiritual office and in form of government ‘conferentialt #75
The Rev. Kenneth G. Hamilton, Executive Officer, in a
letter to the author regarding thelr position on the lodge
aquestion writes:
Lev me quote the only official statement on the subject
of seorat socleties contained in the Book of Order of the
Horavian Church. This book contains the official com-
pilatliong of legislatlon adopted by the synod of our
church. Part 4 chapter 2, section 19 reads: "Every
congregation ghall be at liberty to frame 1ts own rules

with respect to secret s$gieties in such a way as local
conditlone necessitate.”

17, National Baptist Conventlion U.S.A. Inc.:

The National Baptist Convention U.S8.A. Inc. is the result
of a merger of several Baptist conventions in 1895. This
group is the older and parent convention of Negro Baptists,
They are to be distingulshed from the National Baptist Con-

vention of America, usually referred to as the "unincorp-

72Religious Bodies: 1936, II, 1203.

73Mead, ov. eit., p. 139.

7MKlotsche, op. cif., p. 31,

751952 Edition Yearbook of Americen Churches, p. 73.
76Letter to the author dated December 17, 1952.
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orated body."

In doctrine and polity the Hegro Baptiste are in close

accord with the Nerthern and Southern Conventions,

They represent the more gtrictly Calvinistic type in

dootrine and in »olity.

The Natlonel Baptist Conventlon U.S.A. Ine. has 4,467,779
members and 25,350 churches,

Thelr position on the lodge is according to U. J.
Robinson, Becretary of the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A,
Inc.:

The beptist church sic hee no regulstion prohibiting

ite members from Jjoining secret orders. However, there

are gquite e few baptlst preachers who are critical of
thelr members being affilisted wlth these sscret orders.’d

13, National Baptlst Convention of America:

The Wational Boptlst Convention of America was organized
in St. Louls in 1886977 ¥snd was a post-civil war effort on
the part of ex-slaves who found in Basptist democracy and sim-
plicity the answer to their religious needs.'80 The older
and parent body of this group is the Nationsl Baptist Conven-
tion of the United States of America Incorporated.

Both were formerly in the National Baptist Convention

incorporated but they divided in a dispute in 1916 over
the control of publications of the convenilons, in which

77Religiove Bodies: 1936, I, 153.
78Letter to the author dated November 26, 1952.

79Klotsche, op. git., p. 278,
80wi114ams, op. olt., p. 248.
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the elegtion and tenure of national officers was con-
s oerned, ol

At the present tlme this religious body has 10,851 churches
end 2,645,789 members.

Their position regarding the lodge 1s stated by the Rev.
John W, Williams, pastor of 8t. Stephen Baptist Church in
Kansas City, Missouri, in the following paragraph:

The National Baptist Convention of America does not
openly state 1ts position as it relates to fraternal
organizations or lodges., I rather think that 1t is
left to the individual to choose according to his desires.
As far as our local church is concerned it is that way.
{e have a number of air officers and members in several

secrat organizatione and I should ghink that 1t is left
entirely to the individual member.52

19. Pregbyterian Church in the United States:

This body 4is that branch of the Presbyterian Church
iwhich established a separate existence at the time of the
Civil War, I%t is often called the ‘'Southern' Presbyterian
Church,."83 #8everal unsuccessful attempts have been made to
bring sbout a union of the Northern and Southern ohurohea.“su

The polity of this Church follows the Presbyterian
system, although "the Southern church 1s definitely conserv-

ative in theology and outlook; the northern church shows more

8lMead, op. oit., D. 32

82Letter to the author dated February 27, 1953.
83;2§g‘Ed1tion Yesrbook of American Churches, P. 79.
84k10tsche, ov. glt., Dp. 248.1.
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lebersl trends, unwelcome to meny within the southern."85
The latest report reveals that this Chureh has 3,665 churches
end 702,266 members.

E. C. Beott, S8tated Clerk and Treasurer of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States, wrote the following
regarding this Church's position on the lodge:

Our Genersl Assembly has never taken a stand agsinst
menbership in sgecret fraternal orders. The only re-
ference I can find on this sublect is the record of an
action by our CGeneral Assembly 48 years ago (at its
1904 meeting) as follows: The Assembly records its
hearty commendation of the brave stand teken by the
meJority in the Synod of Brszil in refusing to meke

membership in the Order of Free Masong a ber to comm-
union in %he Churech.

20, Presbyterlan Church in the U.B.A.:

Thisg is the branch of the Presbyterlan Church which is
often celled Northern Pregbyterian., "Today 1t 1s the largsst
single body of Presbyterians in the United States."87 tag
the outbresk of the Civil ¥War, in 1861, the Southern Presby-
terian Churches separated from the churches of fthe North, #88

The charscteristic feature of this church 1s its govern-

ment by "presbyters! or "elders!. The church is con-

gtituted like & republie, tgg supreme governing body
being the Gsneral Assenmbly.

85Kead, op. glt., D. 153.

861etter to the author dated November 29, 1952.

874ead, gp. oit., p. 149,

88g, H. Klotsche, op. git., p. 246,

89;25_2_ Edition Yearbook of American Churchesg, loc. eit.
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iThe seventeenth century Westminicter Confeasion of Falth is
%11l the nominal standard of Presbyterian doctrine, in both
the North and the South."?0 #4545 s whole these stendards are
distinotly Calvinistic.'9l The church today has 8,317
churches and 2,364,112 members,

Ag To i%te position on the lodge Henry Barraclough,
Menager of the Department of Adminlstration, wrolte to the
author in & lebtter dated December &, 1952

A careful survey of the Presgbyterian Digest, 1938, does

not indicate that our Church has ever mads asny officlal

oroncuncement on the maotter of secret fraternzl organi-
zations,

21. Protestant Eplscopal Church;

This group constitutes “the self-governing American
branch of the Anglican Communion; for & century and a half
in this country it bore the name of the Church of England.®92
"It begén ag o colonial branch of the Churech of England dating
from 1607 when the Britiegh planted the soleny of Virginia.“93
The Church of England ceased to exiet in America when
England recognized the independence of the Amerlcan
colonies. Its successor was the Protestant Eplscopal

Churoh, organized in 1789, Thig body pervetuated of the
mother church, but its organization was carefully

903, Paul Williams, op. git., p. 199.
91Religlous Bodles: 1936, II, 1402,

92}&3&&, 9}2. ‘gé;g.’ pl 157.

93Neve, op. oit., p. 358.
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edjusted to American needg.o%
"1ike the Established Church of England thig group is deeply
interested in a Christian Unlon,"95 At the present time 1t
nunbers 7,116 churches and 2,417 ,L6L members in the United
States .
C. Rankin Barnes, Secretary of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, wrote in a 1ette§ to the guthor regarding the lodges:
1) there 1s no mention of the matter in the Canon lLaw
of the Episcopal Church, and 2) so far as I know its
General. Convention has never pasgsed any resolution on
the subjeect, A8 a matter of fact meny leasding Eplic-

oonaliang, both clericel and lay, sgva been particu-
larly sctive in the Hssonlec Order.

22. Reformed Church in America:

This church was establiched in 1618 when the Dutch
founded a trading post on Manhettan Island. Hany belleve it
ig the oldest Protestant church on the American continent.
#In 1819 the church was incorporated s the Reformed Protes-
tont Dutch Chureh in 1867 it became the Reformed Church lin
imerica.Y97 The Church is a distinctively Calvinistic body*98
"and the government of the church stands midway between

eplscopal and Presbytlerlan forﬁs; it might be called modified

S4Lare P. Qualben, op. git., p. 503.

95Neve, op. sit., p. 360.

%6rctter to the author dated December 1, 1952.
$7K¥ead, op. cib., p. 162.

98Re1icious Bodles: 1936, op. eit., II, 1506.
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Presbyterian."99 They have 767 churches and 187,256 members
according to latest reports,
_ Regarding their lodge position Dr, James E. Hoffman,
Stated Clerk, vrites:

The question of Free HMasonry was before the General
Bynod of the Reformed Church in America on numerous
occasions during the latter part of the previous Century,
the action of the Synod can best be summed up in the
revort of the Synod of 1880:

1, Resolved: That this Genesral Synod, after deliberate
consideration of the memorlels of the Classes of Holland,
Wlisconsin, Grand River, and Illinols, do hereby recognlze
and appreclste with those bodies and the Churches which
they represent, the practlcal diffioculties and pervlex-
1tles whigh are get forth in their respective papers.

2. Resgolved: Thaet while, on the ex parte evidence of
the memorials now before it, this Synod cannot properly
give 1ts officlal testimony for or against Free Masonry
and other oath-bound secret societies: and while 1t
holds as gacred the indefeasible rights of all of its
ministers and members to their individual conscientious
convictions and lilberty of speech and action, subjeet
only to thelr prior loyalty to Christ and to Hisg Church
yet it hereby declares that no communicant member, and
no minister of the Reformed Church in America ought to
unite with or to remain in any society or institutlon,
whether secret or open, whose prinelples and practices
are anti-Christian, or contrary to the faith and
practice of the Church to which he belongs.

3, Resolved: That this Synod solemnly belleves and
declares that any system of religion or morals whose
tendeney is to hide our Saviour, or to supplent the
religion of which He ig the founder, should received
[sic% no countenance from Eis professed followers: and,
furthermore, that no humane, benevolent or philanth-
ropic, or reforming agency in this world whose prineipls
is to "do good unto all men, but especlally to them that
are of the household of faith", and, therefore, that zll
who belong to this Chwrch are in duty bound to give it
the pre-eminence over all orders or peace Or prosperity,
and especially its great charities and philanthroples.

99}488.&, O0. _0_1_;_., Pe 1630
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%, Resolved: That this Synod also advises Consgistories
and Classes of the Church to be very kind and forbesr-
ing and strietly constitutional in their dealings with
individuals on this subject, and that they be and are
here affectlonately csutioned ageinst setting up any

' ngﬁ o; unauthorized tests of Communion in the Christian
Chureh.

Bubsequent to the 1880 Synod that matter was agailn
discussed but eigh time the Synod referred back to the
action of 1880,100

23. Religious Soolety of Friends of Philadelphia and Vieinity:

“The first session was held in 1681."101 Thig group was
never a menmber of The Five Years Heeting of Friends In America.
They have forty-six churches and 5,743 members.

To indicate thelr position on the lodge Mr., Howard G,
Taylor, Jr., Secretary, quotes from thelr book of Faith and

Practice of the Religlous Soclety of Friends of Philadelphia
and Vieinity.

The officlial statement of this Yearly Meeting is
clear on the subject. It is as follows:

"The Society of Friends has always borne a corpo-
rate testimony ageinst secret organizations, VWhile
individual Friends have felt free to Join organizations
in which the eslement of secrecy is practically of no
significance, we believe that there is need for a ;
continued appeal to our members to abstain from member-
ship in moast secret socletlies. Although the primary aim
of many such sgocletiss is the welfare of thelir members
they often exert a digeriminztlon, influence and power
inimiesl to the best spiritual, soclal, businees and
political life.

1001etter to the author dated December 3, 1952.

101Faith and Practice of the Religious Soclety of Friends

of Philsdelvhia and Vieinity (Philadelphia: Friends Book
Store, 1952), »p. Ve
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e admonish our younger members sgainst jolning
college secret socletlies and other organizations that
set up undemocratic social discriminations =nd barriers
in college life. The exclusiveness of gecret societies
often causes real suffering and gives to the fellowshlp
which they promote a fliavor of selfishness foreign to
the spirit of Christian brotherhood,

Secret socleties ave capesble of producing much
evil, and are incapable of producing any good which
might not be effected by open means, The pledge %o
gecrecy ls in iteself a surrender to independence which
tenda to moral decadencs and spiritual loss. It is our
teetimony that the individual should be free to follow
the t%ruth in thought and actign without any restrictlion
through o pledge to secrsey,"102

24, Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of Amesrioca:

Since aApril of 1929 the Orthodox Parish Churches of the
United States and Cenads have been united in the
Romenisn Orthodox Eplscopate (Diocese) of Americga,

e o o In matters of Talth and doetrine this churgn
recognizes the spiritual and canonical authority of the
Holy Synod (House of Bishops) of the Romanian Orthodox
Church of Romgnia, of which vody the titular bishop of
the Americen diocesse is a de Jure membsr. In adninis-
trative matters the episcopate is an autonomous organi-
zation having the "Church Congress" a yesrly convention
as its supreme administrative body and a Council of the
E visconate zg the executlve body of the congress. The
eviscopaie adheres to the game doctrine as all other
Bastern Orthodox ch&rches-anﬁ recpecis the canon laws
governing them all. 03

This group has fofty-seven churches and Tfifty thousand members
in the United States.

The position of the Romenian Orthodox EZpiscopate of
America on the lodge guestion as given by John N. Toconlta,

Seeretary Lo the Bisghop, is as follows:

102Letter to the author dated November 28, 1952.

103uead, op. cit., pp. 77 f.
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Regarding the church members who have Joined
different secret organizations, the hierarchy of the
Romenlan Orthodox Church has not, up to this time,
taken any stand. for or against membership in secreot
fraternities. It 1s a fact that many of those who

belong to secret grganizations have remeined good and
loyal Christians.+0

25. The Russian Orthodox Church of Horth Amerilca:

Thisg church ceme to America by way of Alaska, where it
was a mlssionary offshoot of fthe church ln Russia, when

Alagka was Russian territory.“1°5

For many years this Rugsian Chureh has acted as foster
HMother to the Orthodox Churches which came 1nto exis-
tence through immigration from other countries (Albanie,
Bulgaria, Greece, Rumania, and Syria). It took care of

nany of th? gniat Churches and kept them from uniting
with Rome,10

7he general doctrine of the Russian Orthodox Church is in
sccord with thet of the Eastern Orthodox Churches."107 Thig
group has 399 churches and four hundred thousand members.
Regarding their lodge position The Rev. Alexander
Schmemann wrote:
is a principle the Orthodox Church considers that the
membership in a2 Masonic lodge is incompatible with the
church membership though there ls no universal or
canonical decision, but only local and diseiplinary

prescriptions by bishops and synods. The reason for
that opposition to Masonry is a) that the Christlan

IOQLetter %o the author dated January 20, 1953.
105pMead, op. oit., p. 165.

106jeve, op. cit., p. 61.

107Relizioup Bodies: 1936, I, 590.
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ideal as presented by the Chureh, ls coneidered to be
abeolute and therafors revuiring no other %ideanilatic”
or nystiozl soclely to achieve its Db) %that in many
counsries Hasohry is opposed Lteelf to the Chureh and
is fully rabionalistic in ite beliefs and o) that =
Chrigtian ab haptlon pledgee total loyalily to Christ
and %0 Hie Chureoh and there{age could have no other
vledges and caths accented,

in 1932 Hetropolitan Antony of the Ieslen Orthodox
Churcgh made the following statemont;

e ¢ « I% ig Torbidden %o 21l Orthodox Christianz to
becoms Freennsons. All menbers of the clergy are duty
bound Go question those who come to Uonfession whether
thay are members of Hagonie Orders, end in case 1t will
appear that they are MHagons and believe and chore
Hasonlc %eachings, they should be informed that menbar-
ghip in the Haannia organization ig incompetible with
Orthodox Chriatisnity and thadl suoh should imnediataly
rseipn from Hasonry, otherwige they will be deemed
unwarthy to recelve the Holy Communion and their
further imcenitenoy will h{igg to them sxcommanlcatlion
Trom the Grthodox Ghurdh.

26, Seventh Day Baptist Generel Convention:

"this group dates from the English Reformation having
adharents smeng the followers of Cromwell. 120  Tney "are
in genersl agreement with Celwvinlistic Baptiste save in thalr

sobbaterian views.Yiil ¢They elaim to have supplled the

" geventh day tesching to ten other Frotestant dencminatione

193L¢v ;o7 to She author dated Appil 13, 1953,
10%sneeblus Alexander F'Sterhanon, 9u. gil., 2. 30.
U0yeve, op. giks, Dv 526.

1dgiark, go. oib., D« 206,
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‘;*”including the Seventh Day Adventists."ll2 WDogtrinally they
. hold to the Arminian side . . . on church polity they stress
indspendence."1l3 They have sixty churches and 6,187 members
according to the latest report.

Thelr practice regarding the lodge, according to
Courtland V. Davis, Corresponding Secretary, is:

Beventh Day Baptlists have made no official pronounce-
ment concerning membership in seoret fraternal organiza-
tions, There is a feeling on the part of some that such
organlzations tzke time and energy that could well be
devoted to the work of the church. However many Seventh
Day Baptists a{e more or legs active members of such
organizations, 114

27. Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church:

The churches of this body represent the immigration
into the United Btates of communities from Syria,
Palestine Egypt and Iraq, connected with the Orthodox
Patriarchate of Antioch. . . . During the month of
September, 1934 the Patrisrchate of Antioch appointed
the Very Reverend Archimandrite Antony Bashir as
patriarchal vicar for all Syrian Orthodox pesople in
North America with full authorlity to unite all the
parishes in America in one organization.ll>

"The usual Fastern Orthodox patterns of belief and ritusl zre
nged,"116 There are seventy-seven churches and seventy-five
thousand members belonging to this group.

Archbishop Bashir writes regerding their attitude to

112!‘!6!?.,&, .Qp-o C;to, Pe 38-
113yeve, loe. cit.
11k 0tter to the author dated December 28, 1952.

115relimious Bodies: 1936, I, 601.
116Mead, op. cit., p. 80.
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the lodge:

Qur church dces not interfere with the liberty of
the individuvel whatsoever in regard to the organizations
he likes to belong to, or the books he desires to reed,
or the pictures he chooses to see. He is free to do
anythihg he llkes to satiefy hle own mind. However,
when he commits any sin against the laws of the church
he will be corrected.

28, The Ukrainien Orthodox Church
In the United States of America:

While the church recognizes the spiritual authority of
Constantinople, it is completely independent in all
matters of adminietration. Subecribing to Eastern
Orthodox doetrine, it has instituted certain varia-
tions in worship and polity to mest the needs of its
people 1living in the United 8tzates. . . . They formed
their own church independent of loscow in 1928 and
held %their firet convention in 1931.118

Today they heve forty-seven churches and 40,250 members.
The Chancellor of the Ukrainisn Orthodox Church of
America, The Rev. Valter M. Propheta writes regarding their

ledge position:

The Ukrainien Orthodox Church of Amerlca takes the
negative point of view on the subject of Secret fra-
terngl organizations. It is our convicfion that in
any civilized country there 1s not need for secret
fraternal olubs or organizations, They tend to breed
diserimination, intolerance and class hatred.ll?

117Letter to the author dated December 1, 1952.

118yead, loc. git.
1191 etter to the author dated January 16, 1953.
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29. United Lutheran Church in America:

This body dates back to the Minlsterium of Pennsylvania,
organized in 1748,120

and is the result of the union seffected in 1918 of

three general bodles, sach of which had its historiezl

beginnings far back ln colonial tlmes, These bodies

were: the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in the Unlted States of America, the General

Counecll of the Evangelical Luthsran Church in North

America, and the United Synod_cf the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in the South,l2l
Though strongly devoted to the historie creeds and con-
Tessions of Lutheranism, the United Lutheran Church in
America might be distinguighed from other groups such as the
Lutheran Church-Miggourl Synod in the application of more
liberal and progressive interpretations and policles. Pollity
1s legs firm than might be expected in so large a body; forms
of government and worship are congidered of secondary impor-
tance and each church and synod is independent in these
matters. This group lists 3,860 churches and 1,925,506
menbereg and is the largest Lutheran Church in Horth

Americs.122

The officlal position toward fraternsl orders (lodges)
by the U.L.C. in Americe mey be found in the Constltu-

1201952 Edition Yearbook of American Churches, p. 6l.

llehelan, QDe Cito, . 1.530
122}i§&.d, _Q_'.Qo Gito, Pe 121,
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tion and By-laws of the U.L.C. in America (Revised to
1948), p. 6, Section 6 of Articla VIII.

Section 6. As %o the msintenance of Principle and
Practlce. The United Lutheran Church in America shall
orotect and enforce 1ts Doctrinal Basis, secure pure
preaching of the Word of God and the right adminis-
tration of the saeraments in gll its Synods and con-
gregations. It shall also have the right, where 1%
deems that loyalty to the Word of God requires it,
to advige and admonish concerning =8soclation and
affiliation with non-ecelesiastical and other organi-
zations whose prineiples or practices appear to be
inconglstent with full loyalty to the Christien Church,
but the Synods alone ghall have the power of dlscipline.

The position of the U.L.C.A. is more fully expressed in
Deglaretiong By the United lutheran Church in America
("Washington Declaration" adopted at the bisnnial Con-
ventlion of the U.L.C.A. in 1920 in Washington D.C.)

The pertinent varagraphs read:

E. Concerning movements and organizatione Injurious
to the Christian Feith,

In view of the prevalenoce throughout our land of
doctrines which are subversive of the Chrictian faith:
and in view of the indifferance manifested by many
Christian psople to the doctrines and principles of the
teachers, sects, and organizations which seek their
adherence and support and in view of the fact that
through the acceptance of religious and other teachings
which contradlct the Gospel of Christ, the falth of
Christians is endangered; we declare

I. That we solemnly warn all our pastors and the
members of our congregations against all teachers, sects
and organizations of any kind, whose doetrines and
principles contredict the truths set forth in Section D,
III, of this Declaration or which 1limit thelr adherents
or members in a free confessgion of their Christian faith
(cf. &,V,3, above)

II. That we warn them especially against all teachers,
gects, and socleties whoss dootrines and principles deny
the reality of sin, the personality of God, the full and
complete God head of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his
redemption of the world by His sufferings and death, and
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the truth and authority of the Holy Scriptures; as well
a8 agalnst all teacherse, sects and societies which teach
that men can be saved from sin or can become righteous
before God, by their own works or by any other means
than the grace and mercy of God in Jesus Christ, Ve
believe such doctrines are not only not Christlan but
ere antli-Christian and destructive of true Christian
falth and life,

III. That inasmuch ag these and other false and
dangeroua doctrines are widely sprezd, no%t only by the
activity of individual tenchers, bufb algo by the diesem-
ination of literature and throurh the agenoy of sociesties
and other organizatlions, eal]lng themselves by various
names which often times conceal the real nature of the
doectrines 2nd principles for which they stand; we
therefore lay it upon the consciences of the pastors
end of the members of gll our congregations $0 @oruti-
nize with the utmost care the doctrines and principles
of all teachers, sects, organizatlons and socleties
of every sort which seak thelr adherencse and support,
and to refuse such adherence and support in all cases
of conflict or possible contradiction between these
principles and doctrines and these snelt forth in Holy
Seripture and in the Confeseions of the church. In the
application of thie orincivle the Church should slways
appeal to & consclence which it 1s her sacred duty to
enlighten, patiently and persistently, from the Word of
God. (Cf. alaso Constitution of The United Lutheran
Church in America, Art, VIII, Sec. 6.) 2. 18&19.

30. United Presbyterian Church of North Amsrica:

The United Presbyterian Church of Horth America was
formed by the union of the Associalte Presbyterien and
the Asgsoclate Reformed Presgbyterlian chgrﬁhes, COnSUM-
mated at Pittsburg, Pe., Hay 26, 1858,

dootrines, treditions and institutions of the two bodles

preserved; government follows the Presbyterian

123Bretscher, on. git., . 226.
124pneian, op. git., p. 228,




5/
pattern."125 WThe YWestminister Confession of Falth and
Catechisme are the doctrinal standards."i26 Thig group lists
219,027 members and 830 churches, .
Drs 0. H, Milligen, Principal Cleri, wriites regerding
Thelr pogition on the lodge:

Whien the Asgociate Presbyterian Church and the
Augociote Heformed Fresbyterisn Church united in 18358
forming the United Precbyterian Church of Narth
America o Testimony was adopted in which Article XV
is as Tollows:

fie declare, That all aessociations whether formed
for peliticel or heneveolent purposzes which impose upon
thelr members an oath of seorecy, or an obligatlon to
chey a2 code of unknovn laws, are lnconsistent with the
genius and spirit of Chrietienity, and church members
ought not %ec heve fellowship with such azssociations.™

In 1910 the vosition of the chureh was changed by
the adovtion of a new Book of CGovernment in which the
Hembersghip Covenant #11l8 reads as follows:

"(4) Do you vromige, in order tc such a2 life of
holy obedience, that you will be &lligent in your
attendance uper s2ll the gprointed meons of grace, in
the performance of &ll duty as 1t may be made known
to you; that you will give the Church of the Lord Jesus
Chriet supreme loyalty, seperating yourself from all
csoecolationsg you may find to be a bhinderance to godli-
ness and the performance of Christiazn duties?"12

125Mead., op. ci%., pp. 156 T,
126pnelan, lep. cit.

1271e%ter to the author dated December 2, 1952.




CHAPTER III
CONCLUSION

As a result of our study of the history and statistics
of each of the thirty constituent churches belonging to the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America we made the following observations:

1. “Churches with strong nationalistic ties are more
inclined to be antaegonistic to the lodge and are included in
the group which officially oppose lodges. They also have
stronger doctrinal foundations and have not recently entered
into mergers with other churches.

2. Negro denominations seem more favorable to the lodge.
They are in most instances included in those groups which
are indifferent to, or even encourage, the lodge.

3. Churches which are indifferent to or favorable to
the lodge have a very flexible doctrinal system. To them,
differences in dootrine are not important. Thelr constant
cry is for union and it is a common thing for them to merge
with other-church'bodles. Thelr easy, unionistic; doctrinal
position influences their lodge position and makes them in-
different toward the lodge.”

L, The National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America itgelf isg non-committal toward the

lodge., Some of the constituent members are not opposed to
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the lodge, but others are. Therefore, there 1s no agreement
on this issue 1n the Natlonal Council of Churches of Christ
in the Unlted States of America. |

In years to come the lodge question may become the basic
cause for trouble and conflict between churches in the
Natiocnal Council and may even seriously interfere with their
present cooperation. This will happen, especially, 1f these
churches are wholly awakened to the evils and inroads of

Freemasonry into our American churches.



APPENDIX

THE POSITION OF PROTESTANT CEURCHES
IN THE UNITED STATES WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

The writer himself ls a member oflEhe Lutheran Church-

Missogri Synod.//This gfoﬁﬁirecognized the evil of the lodge —

more tﬂa&fglhﬁﬁ&;éd &é;rgm;gaéand has conglstently warned
against affiliation with secret fraternal societies, It has
declared its vosition Iin a set of propositions which are
readlly availab}e. These propositions read:

2. Synod is Tirmly opposed to lodges or socletles
of an unchristian or enti-Christian character.

b. It is the solemn, sacred, and God-given duty of
every pastor properly to instruct his people on the
ginfulness of such lodges as deny the Holy Trinity, the
Deity of Christ, the Vicarious Atonement, and other
Scriptural doctrines, and to induce his congregation(s)
%o take actlon against all members who after thorough
instruction refuse to leave such a lodge.

c. It 18 the duty of every fellow Christian, fellow
pastor, and especially of the officlals of Synod, to
admonish all pastors who neglect their duty in this
respect; and if Christian admonition hes been admin-
istered in the spirit of Matthew 18 without the proper
results, the offiecials of Synod shall bring such cases
to the attention of the respective District for further

actiono

d. Synod instructs its officers to exercise vigllent
care and urges all pastors and congregatlions to admonish
such congrsgations and pestors as permit the "lodge svil"
to exist in thelr churches without countertestimony and
decisive action. If after due investigation it becomes
evident that such congregations and pastors refuse %o
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change their attituds and practice, they shall be
suspended and eventually expelled from Synod,

e. Synod earnestly requests the various Districts
to carry out these provisions and falthfully to assiet
thelr congregations in eradicating the "lodge evil",

f. It 1s, and ghall be, the practice in Synod not
to administer Holy Communion to members of such lodges.

g+ A oconseclentious pastor moy in cases which present
unusual features, rendering thelr classification
Aifficult, adminlester Holy Communion to a person who is
st11ll outwardly connected with such a lodge. But in
such a case the pastor sghall earnestly beware of pro-
cractinating and giving offense, and to this end he
snall freely and conscientiously consult with his
church counell and congregation, his brethren in the
ministry, and with the offieclals of Synod, as the case
may be.

But the Misgouri Synod is not the only churech in the
United States which opposes the lodge. There are other
Protestant churches, not members of the National Counecil of
Churches, that have raised thelr volees in opposition to
lodgery.

One of these is the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America. A certain W, J. Coleman is chairman of their
Witness Committee. He writes the position of his church on
the lodge:

The Covenanter Church moved by what it consliders the

inherent evll of organized secrecy Jolns with several

other Churches in a testimony against all Secret

Societies, The Covenanter statement of this testimony
1s as follows:

lHandbook of the Lutheran Church-Migsourl Synod (Revised
edition; St, Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1951),
Section 14.03.
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"Christians should walk in the ilight. Their doc-
trines, their purposes and menner of life, their rules
of actlon and conduct, should not be concealed. The
formztion of secret assoclations for the prosecution

of enda, however good profassedly, is inconsistent with
the requlrements of Christian principle." Chapter XXII,
Section 5.2

A slmilar view ig eoxpressed by The Beptiat Examiner, e
periodical published weekly by the Southern Baptliet Conven-
tion, There we read:

We ope that The Christlan people in our NMstion in
goneral and Wegh Virginla in perticular are waking up
to the lmportence of the Tight Ansted Baptist Church

ie having to make for 1te existence and for the prine-
ipie of religlougs freedom, as well as ths right to
menage its own affalrs. Ve hope,: too, that people are
wakling up to the great, evil power of Freemasonry. It
is appelling to think that thie un-American institution
has the power to actually crush out from existence as
an organlzed body a rsal Baptist church. Such a thing
this monstrous evil i1s seeking to do in its evil work
against the Ansted church.l |

The American Lutheran Church, %00, 1s one that opposes
the lodge and has the following paragraph in 1ts Constltution
(article II, Section 4, p. 422, of Officlal Reports Lo the

Eleventh Convention of the Ameriecan Lutheran Church held in

Columbus, Ohio, October 5-12, 1950): '

The Churech ies earnestly opposed to all organlzatlions

or societlies, secret or open, which, without confess-
ing falth in the Triune God and in Jegus Christ as the
eternal Son of the eternal Gold, lncarnste in order o
e our only Savior from sin, are avowedly religlous or
practice forms of religion, teaching salvatlon by WOTrks.

2Form letter sent out approximately 1948 by W. J.
Coleman, chairman of the Witness Commlttee for the Reformed

Presbyterian Churech of Nerth Amerlca.

34gomething to Do Something About", The Baptist Examiner,
XVI (January 27, 1951).
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It dscleres such organizetlons and societies to be
anti-Christian, and rejects any fellowship with them. %

These are the positions on the lodge question of some
Protestant Churches which do not belong to the National
Couneil of Churches., Their statements indicate that they,
too, are consicous of the evils of the lodge and oppose it.
Therefore the Missourl Synod does not stand a2lone in its

objections Yo lodgery.

LFaul M. Bretacher, "To Join or Wot To Join', The
Lutheran Witness, LXX (July 2k, 1951), 2b2,
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