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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

There is an increasing need in the pastoral area for an undérstanding
of the problems involved in urbanization., The Lutheran Church—lfissouri
Synod was one of the last church bodies to retain a foreign language and
to shift from a rural to an increasingly urban constituency. This adjust-
ment has been intensified by the gradual migration from rural to urban’n
areas., Since the church is dependent upon the community and has as its
goal the members of the community, the church must understand the struc-
ture and make-up of the urban community.l

There is an additional reason for studying urbanism and its effects
upon the function of the church., By analyzing the problems of urbaniza-
tion, we are in reality viewing the problems of the entire contemporary
social scene, Civilization has tended to begin and center in cities.

The city," writes Louis Wirth, an urban sociologist; "is the center from
which the influences of modern civiliged life radiate....the problems of
contemporary society take their most acute form in the city. The problems
of modern civilization are typically urban problems ."2

Concrete sociological studies of the city are all recent. As yet
there is not a large body of systematic knowledge on the urban community.

Tn order to present a fairly well-rounded view of the city, we have

1Vernon Re. Schreiber, "The Urban Church in a Transition Community,”
unpublished Bachelor of Divinity Thesis, (Concordia Seminary, St. Louis,
Mooy 19,-19)0

2I,ou.ia Wirth, "The Urban Society and Civilization," The American
Journal of Sociology, XLV, (March 19L0), p. 743,
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attempted to utilize as many studies of universities and private agencies

as possible. Since city life is dynamic, many of the findings must be

viewed as tentative but as the best available to date.

The interest in this paper will not be the causes for the rise of
urbanism or & study of the social ecology of the city. The emphasis will
be on the social relationships in the city. We will ask the question of
how these influences in urban areas have affected the funcﬁon of the
church in witnessing.

In using the term "church® in this paper, we are not thinking pri-
marily of an organization with plants and official programs. The term
will be used in its New Testament sense of a gathering of people--people
whom God has called together to be in fellowship with Him through Jesus
Christ. The main task of the church is not seen;, therefore, as the promo=
tion of a welfare program. Its main task is the commission given it by
God, to witness to the world in order to win individuals back to God.
Another facet of its purpose is the strengthening of the people already
in its fellowship.l

The problem will be divided into four parts. In the first section
we will view personal relationships in the occupational area. The next
will analyze the relationships in the family as they are affected by urban-
ized culture. The third large area will survey personal relationships in
recreation and play. The concluding section will look at the impersonal

relationships in the urban area.

3Richard R. Caemmerer, The Church in the World, (St. Louis, Ho.:
Concordia Publishing House, I9L9), pp. 1-11.
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Because of the large scope of the problem we will not deal with dis-
tinctly racial problems which exist in urban areas. As we have already
indicated, the paper will not consider problems of urban growth, ecology
or social planning, Though vital, these areas would take us too far
afield. We will, however, consider as many as possible of the.social-

forces which affect the work of the church.



CHAPTER II
URBANIZATION IN OCCUPATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Thé increasing concentration of population within the urban area and
its immediate orbit is caused by the industrial-commercial activitiss which
center there. Though the central cities themselves are not increasing as
in earlier decades, the suburban areas adjacent to them are expanding
rapidly..h

Qur interest in'this chapter will not be in the economic organization
itself, but rather in its effects upon the social contacts and interaction
of the urban dwellers. The trend toward monopoly, for example, ai'i‘ec_:t.s the
individual worker. An increased amount of retail business in urﬁan areas
is carried on by chain stores,; the control of which is often centered in
a metropolis far removed. No longer is the individual workér a craftsman;
he has 'become a laborer in a super—organization.s

Today not only manufactured commodities are bought and sold, but human
labor is also on the market. When -man no longer counts as an iﬁdividuﬁl,
social relations fend to impers'onﬂize. All in a money economy must be
judged by the criteria of producrtion and sale. A premium is placed on

intellect and skill, not on sentiment and feeling.6 W. BE. koore, an

ll‘Ev'in«r;errl; Heath Whitneyg "Rural-Urban People,™ The American Journal
2.{ SOGiOng, LIVg (July 19h8)3 Pe hgo

SH. M. Kallen, Education, the Machine and the Worker, (New York: The
New Republic, Inc.; 1925), P. 90 ife

6oel P. Gist and L. A. Harbert, Urban Society, (Third Edition; New
York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 19L9).




industrial sociologist, writes:

The formal structure of industry, and to a marked degree the demands

of the machine technology itself, assumes a high degree of imperson-—

ality, rational division of labor, and incentives based upon wages

and an impersonal system of exchange.

Effects of Large Scale Machine Technology on the Individnai

Actual studies of the effect of machine technolog_;f on the individual
worker are recent, having come only after World War I. In 1893 Sir Wil=-
liam Mather made one of the first experiments when he reduced the work
week in his firm from fifty-four to forty-eight hours. "Two years? e@eri—
ence proved that the change had brought about a considerable increase in
production and a decrease in the amount of lost 1'.:‘Lme."8 Although some of
the state-owned arsenals and dockyards in England followed his example,
there was no general adoption on the part of private industry.

World War I brought the first great change in the United States. In
1915 the Health of Munitions Workers Committee was set up. The benefits
gained by this group can bé"éhoun from one case which z"eceivefl’iide pub-
licity. The work day of a group of women was reduced from twelve hours
in 1915 to ten hours for the next two years. A comparison of »in.dustrial
accidents showed accidents in 1915 "were two and one-half times more 1
numerous than in the subseqﬁent ten=hour day period."9

The emphasis on fatigue of these early experiments was one-sided.:
It is illustrated by the organization that was established in 1917, known

Twilbert E. Moore, "Industrial Sociology: Status and Prospects," |
American Sociological Review, XIII, (June 1948), pp. 389-400.

8Kl ton Mayo, Human Problems of an Industrial Civilization, (New York:
The Macmillan Co., 1933)s PPs 1-27+

91bid., p. 3.
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as The Industrial Patigue Research Board.l0 It made numerous experiments

hoping to throw light on industrial fatigue and its localization. Gradu-
ally, through a study of biochemistry, the group realized that they must
attempt to study as many variables at the same time as possible. How
their monographs do not discuss fatigue directly, but rather the effects
of rest pauses; posture; visionyg lighting, atmospheric conditions_and voca~=
ional selection. :

Industrial investigations had to recognize almost from the beginning
that psychological as well as organic influences were, interferi.ng- with
sustained work. In 192 Vernon and Wyatt recognized these factors in
repetitive work. "The objective conditions of modern industry," wrote
Tiyatty "show an increasing tendency to give rise to monotony. This is_
due to the increased sub-division of labor and the amount of repetitiona...
the amount of monotony experienced probably depends more on the attitude
of the operative toward his work.n 1t

In published findings five years later, Wyatt stresses "individual
characteristics and tendencies" in understanding boredom. Workers with ‘
superior intelligence become bored more easily, but their level of output
usually remains above the average. His findings have been mrthef substan-
tiated in later studies; The amount of boredom; he found, is relhtive_ to
the degree of mechanization. "It is less liable to occur when (a) the
work is entirely automatics.:(b) when attention is entirely concentz"a_fed
on the task...It is most marked in semi-automatic processes which require

enough attention to prevent mind-wandering but not enough for the complete

loIbidQ’ PP- 1-27.
B1bides pe 30.
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absorption of mental activity.".2 Wyatt summarizes his second conclusion:
The amount of boredom experienced bears some relation to the condi-
tions of work. It is less liable to arise (a) when the form of
activity is changed at suitable times within the spell of work;
(b) when the operatives are paid according to output produced instead
of time worked, (c) when the work is conceived as a series of self-
contained tasks rather than as an indefinite and apparently interm-
inable activity, (d) when the operatives are allowed to work in com-
pact social groups rather than as isolated units, and (e) when suit-
able rests are introduced within the spell of work."13
His conclusions have been confirmed by Elton Mayo and others .1k Mayo
was asked; for example, to study the working conditicns in the mule-spinning
department of a textile mill near Philadelphia. E#ery year the mill had to
hire one hundred workers in order to keep forty working in that department.
They had a labor turnover of 250 per cent in contrast to five per cent else-
where in the plant. During a twelve-month experimental period, the atti-
tudes and personal backgrounds of the workers were studied.
Yorale improved when two or three rest periods were granted by the
management. Qutput records which were kept indicated productive efficiency
improved immediately. Bonuses which had never before been achieved were

now earned consistently by the men. The social inter-relations improved

both within the factory and outside, As a result, the factory held its

workers. During the experimental period, there was actually no labor turn—

over. A few, however, had to leave because of other conditions, so the
percentage fell from 250 to a normal two par cent.

Absenteeism is always a useful barometer in determining the workers?

121bid., p. 33.
Proc. cit
:u‘layu, -op. cit., pe U3 £f., and Paul Keaciows, “"Human Relations in
Industrial CivIlization," Technology Review, XLIX, (April 1947), p. 3Ll ff.
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attitudes., During World War II a great deal of research was done on this.
subject. While the éverage rate of absenteeism was 5.7 per cent; in some
industries the rate mounted as hish as 15 or even 20 per cent. In study=
ing the problem, Noland found the following eight attitudinal éreas rore
closely associated with absenteeism. In the order of their i.mport:mce',1
they ares

1. Satisfaction with job. :

2. Viorkers® opinion of the efficiency of management.

3. Workers' opinion of the attitude of management.

i. Home situation.

5. Comfort at the job.

6. Life organization (morele). ; Tied

7. Community situation.

8. Workers? conception of absenteeism.l5

One of the most significant experiments made of industrial problems
was the five year study at the Hawthorne Plant of the Western Electric
Company.16 In this study a group of six operatives were separated from
the rest of the assembling staff, Careful records of their output were
kept as a guide to the combined effect of all the conditions affecting
the group. During the first eleven phases of the experiment, various con-
cessions were granted to the workerss piece-rate payment, rest periods, -
serving refreshments, stopping work a half-hour earlier, giving a day off
each week. During the period; production increased steadily and morale
was unusually good. ' 7 A

Then during the twelfth phase of the experimental period, all these
beneficial changes were stopped, with the girls returning to the qrigi_gml

conditions. GContrary to all expectation, production did not drop, but

15Will:i.am E. Noland, "Worker Attitudes and Industrial Absenteeism: A
Statistical Appraisal," American Sociological Review, (April 19h5), p. 508.

161183'0, P_Ec Ei-_trr, Pp- 55.980
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the weelkly output rose to a still higher point. The following conclusions

dravm from the experiment are significant:

(b) There has been a continual upward trend in output which has been

independent of the changes in rest pauses., This upward trend has con=—

tinued too long to be ascrived to an initial stimulus from the novelt,y
of starting a special study.

(c) The reduction of muscular fatigue has not been the pr:unary i‘actor

in increasing output. Cumulative fatigue is not present.

(f£) There has been an important increase in contentment among the

girls working under test~room conditions.

( g) There has been a decrease in absences of about eighty per cent.

{v) Output is more directly related to the type of working day than
to the number of (working) days in the week.

(¥) «o.their health is being maintained or improved, 17

Tonis unexpected upward trend demands some explanation. Hegatively we
can sec that fatigue does not play the important part that mizht be
expected, Even higher pay did not offer a primary incentive. The great
changes that resulted were due to a changed mental attitude. A relation
of confidence and friendliness developed, so that practically no supervi-
sion was necessary., For the first time the individual employee realized
that the abstract "industry” was interested in her,

Further insights into the conditions confronting the worker in modern
industry are given in an interview program which was inaugurated at Haw-
thorne,1® At first the attempt was made to keep the records anonymous.
It was soon found, however, that many of the problems which arose in the
work situation could only be explained in reference to the personal back-
ground of the individual. Although most of the literary critics of the
machine age stress the "deadening effects" of antomoton work, the inter-

viewers did not find this to be the primary problem. liost of the tensions

171bid., p. 67

181h1d., pp. 99-123.
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seemed to center about the actual work and the management of its perform—
ance, Since the worker and his group were not integrated, there was not a
community of interest on the part of the group. As a result, disagreement
and discord arose in the personal relationships.

Human collaboration in work...has always depended for its perpetua-

tion upon the evolution of a nen-logical social code which regulates

the relations between persons and their attitudes to one another,

Insistence upon a merely economic logic of production-—especially if

the logic ieg frequently changed--interferes with the development of

such a code and consequently gives rise in the group to a sense of

human defeat. This human defeat results in the formation of a social

code at a lower level and in opposition to the economic logic. One

ol its symptoms is ‘restriction.'1? -

Unemployment

Another effect of industrial change which seriously affects the out~
look and security of the individual worker is unemployment.20 Al though
frequent geographical and vocational changes make unemployment censuses

rather unreliable, they do indicate the sewverity of this problem.21

In

the first place, the actual number of employable people has incrgased four-
fold since 1870. Even recéntly, from 1920 to 1946, there has beeﬁ an
increase in the total labor force of twelve million. In ierms of'unemé
ployment, this means that tﬁe'One nillion unemployed in perio?s o# pros-

perity swells to fifteen million in periods of depression.22

191bid., p. 120,

205 tyart Alfred Queen and. Jennette Rowe Gruemer, Social Pathologys
(Revised Edition; New Yorks Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 19L2), D. 353 if.

2;Cf. William Henry Stead, Democracy Against Unemployment, (New :
York: Harper and Brothers, 1942), p. 3 TT.

227arold A. Phelps, Contemporary Social Problems, (Third Edition;
Hew York: Prentice-Hall, Inq,; T0L7)s Pe 55 {T.
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This wide fluctuation is important to the individual worker. Immedi-
ately before the outbreak of World War II, the number of unemployed in the
United States was still high=-10.7 out of a potential of 52,8 millions. By
the close of the war this had dropped to 1.5 from a 53.0 million potential. :
Phelps points out that this record of unemployment means that each worker |
loses on the average about fourteen per cent of his total working time——
about forty-two days each year. Subtracting seven days as the average
yearly loss because of illness, this leaves a remainder of thirty-five
days as a minimum estimate of unemployment. This does not include addi--
tional time lost because of frictional unemployment caused by strikes, ete.23

It is not our purpcse to discuss the causes of unemployment from an

economic point of view. Seasonal unemployment, for example, is not

B o el el e o

restricted to our present urbanized culture. Even such occupations as :
fishing, farming and lumbering have long periods of inactivity which affect
the individual workers. At the same time this is also a problem in more
mechanized industries such 'as mills, automotive manufacturing, canneries
and textiles, |

0f more special concern is unemployment resulting from technological
displacement. Before 1920 there were instances of temporary unemployment
resulting from the introduction of machinery. But since 1920 this has

increased at an unparalleled rate. In rubber manufacturing, glass and

steel, there has been a steady increase in production rates with a decreas-
ing number of workers employed. Similar conditions are present even in
work which usually is not considered manual—for instance, in clerical

occupations.

231bid.s pPe 59.
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The findings of the Philadelphla survey made during the early years
of the last depression are noteworthy:
Causes of Unemployment2l Per Cent of
All Causes

1' Il]ability m ﬁnd Work"oq"-co"-...'a..‘.. 75.0
2. SiCkQGSSo|.--o..o.uo-ouooutoeoo-'oooooo.c-oo 121.2

FE 0TA: APOcstums et e S alaty o e s el 5.0
iz Unwillingness 5o WOLKiiieeecs socsnvacsnanes L.3
S' S‘trikes.-uo.......-...............-e-o-.u.. ; 0-1
67 M1geEllanoouS i cas seisesassennsnvoasoedeeltls

Although people in all i‘}alks of 1life have been unemployed, : a compari-
son of the percentage on re}.ief reveals that the unskilled and semi-skilled
are most affected in an economic crisis., Since education or specialized
training is a distinct economic asset, their lack increases the difficulty
in finding employment. In general unemployment affects more men than women.

Unemployment figures as well as relief figures show about five and

one~-half times as many men as women unemployed in 1930, at a time

when the gainful workers....included barely three times as many men

as women....This disproportionate number of unemployed men was reduced

in the group totally unemployed in 1937 to a little more than two and

2 half men to every woman....lt is the male then who has borne the

brunt of the unemployment. crisis.25

In a later chapter we are going to look specifically at the effects
urbanized culture has had on family unity. At this point, however, we want
to see the effects of unemployment on the family. In a study of 248 unem-
ployed families, certain identifying traits became dominant.26 There were
eight characteristics that distinguished these unemployed families. Firsty

there was usually one wage-earner in each family (255 male and femals

ahféonthly Labor Revieir;i_m, P. 233, Quoted in Phelps, op. 6_13., pP- 65.
25Quean and Gruener, ég_. citey PPe 363-6h.

26mne 2,8 cases were sumarized from records of the Providence Family
Welfare Society. Records of other families studied brought the total to
1,47l families with over 7,000 persons. For a description see Phelps,
32. EE._'E., Pe T1 ff.
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workers in the 2I8 familieé); Secondly, there were approximately five
persons per family. This is not unusually hizh for dependent families,

but did exceed by one person the average fanily in the community in which

they lived. Thirdly, the children were -still young, the number of dependent

children averaged 3. 2. Fourth}.y, the mean weekl,,r income was $22 (vith a

range from $10 to $LO. This is explamed b:,r the large number of 1aborers
and factory workers,) Sigm.ficant also is tbp fact that tho vorkers were
employed in casual, unstable- and overcrowded occupations, Usmg-:the census
classification, 73 per cent é'f the men and 89 per cent of the v_rpni;n were
unskilled workers. » | ‘ | s

The families also showed a high rate of mobility, both between ciéties

and within cities. This may be partly explained by the factor of seasé:nal '
unemployment. Although this factor cannot be entirely explained, family
welfare agencies are disturbed over its frequency. It does not promote an
ideal family situvation. A seventh characteristic is that the worl_{ers' mean
age was iy years for males and LO years for females. Because of i:he large
labor reserve those under forty are usua]ly given the preference for employ=-
ment.2? And finslly, in analyzing nationality, it was found that 60 per
cent were native born and hO per cent foreign born. This merely means .

that differences in nativii y are of little value in describing unanployment.

A depression affects the 1nd3.v1.chm1 somewhat as it does famili&e.

T‘1e study of Mrs. Cavan and H‘Lss Ra;ucl»,:"'8 shows the mf’luenca of unemnloyment

unon trxe prestige and statusv'o.u a person, Their social contacts become :

: 27Lou15 stark, "01d at Forty:" Outlook, CLIII; pe. 3. Quoted Phelps,
OPe Cltey Po 75«

28Ru\‘.h S. Cavan and Katherine H. Ranck, The Family and the Depression,
(Chicago, Ill.: The Univarsit.y of Chicago Press, 1930).

T T, T




1L
fewer. Among the children a sense of inferiority seems to be intensified.

Because of embarrassment over clothes, the youngsters ask to stay home
from school and Sunday Schodl.’ Kany attempt to make an adjustment during

this period by leaving home,

¥rs. Cavan and Miss Ranék emphasize in this study that not all the
beha‘;ior of adolescents in-:a period of crisis can be attributed solely to
the situation. They are parﬁiélly "thewresult of preceding personal
habits and attitudes."? Thus boys who became transients were already
unhaoppy at home. The unhappiness or actual breakdown of marrizges in
most cases rested on other earlier maladjustments. "Hevertheless, however
the young people reacted, it sesms true that unemployment or very low wages

created a period of dissatisfaction, restlessness or resentment,n30

The Baltimore Family Welfare Association summarizes the effects from

the viewpoint of both personal and familial securitys

1. Unsteady employment attacks the worker's efficiency in so many
ways that probably no one could emumerate them all. It undermines
his pnysique, deadens his mind, weakens his ambition, destroys his
capacity for continuous, sustained endeavorj induces a liking for
jdleness and gelf-indulzence; saps self-respect and the sense of
responsibility; impairs technical skillj weakens nerve and will
powers creates a tendency to blame others for his failures; saps

his courage; prevents thrift and hope of family advancement; destroys
a workman's feeling that he is taking good care of his family; sends
him to work worried ancd underfedj plunges him in debt.

2. Unemployment is an undermining and destructive influence in the
fanily which it attacks. It diminishes the workert's efficiency and
lowers the morale of himself and his family in so many ways that no
one can enumerate but a feW....L0ss of confidence, misunderstanding
and bitterness coming in 2 time of worry, fatigue; and discouragement

29Tbidey pe 177«

30rbid., p. 178.
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are very apt to result in domestic difficulty which may end in the
complete disintegration of the home,3l :

Occupational Hazards :

The last source of social insecurity we will analyze is 't.hat of phy—
sical illness resulting from an occupation. Unlike unesnployment result.ing
from technology, there is ﬁo noticeable trend in occupational .acciden't"s
either up or down, At the presént time there are between 16,000 andZ0,000
fatal industrial accldents qach year.~ Vhen minor injuries are included,
the estimate is over thres million every year.32 It is pract.:i..ca.iliy impose—
sible to estimate the additional number of diseases which have their origin
in the industrial situation. But it is acknowledged that constant exposure
to new poisons and unwholesome working conditions contribute to a shorter
life span.

L. I. Dublin gives some noteworthy observations on the life ameéﬁncy
and mortality of the industrial classes in contrast to the non-industrial J3
Pneumonia rates, for example, are twice as high among the industrial class.
Even more striking is the fact that deaths from tuberculosis are nearly
four times as high among the inaustrial group. Industrial exéosure also
increases t.ﬁe death rates fréﬁx degenerative diseases (cerebral hemon‘hage,
nephritis, organic diseases of the heart) dlsproport:.anately. The over-
all death rate is roughly double that of non—hazardous occupat.ions. Lnd
finally, the life expectancy of an industrial worker is seven to e:\.ght.

years less than that of other workers.

31pal timore Council of Social Agencies, Annual Report, 1927, Vp- 8.

3 zEstimate of the National Safety Council, Chicago, Ill.

33touis Israel Dublin and Alfred J. Lotka, Length of Life, a Study
of the Life Table, (New York: The Ronald Press Co., 1930).
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Analysis
What force is this that fumbling man has put in motion? Its pulsa-
tions he controls; its consequences so far have controlled him, and
modern life has been so involved in a mechanical spiral that we ;
cannot say for sure whether it is that we produce for the sake of
consumption or consume for the sake of pmduction.3 i A
Observers of modern liféz ask repeatedly where the present spiral of
machine culture will end.35 ~ The machine started as essentially a labor-
saving device. The primary’ Justification for its existence has altays
been economic. Whereas the éimple tool permitted the rise ofr a differ—
entiated culture, the machine--~heedless of customs and tradition—permits
but one patterned result. At first only production processes were
standardized,; but soon this standardization extended into every phase of
life. Hot only was the worker forced to submit to the stereotyped movement
of the machine; soon as a consumer he had to buy standardized goods.
What the eventual effects of this process will be upon man still
cannot be determined. That man is being affected bodily and spiritually,
however, is certain. Now that we have seen specifically some of the
results of modern industrialization, let us evaluate this material from
the viewpoint of the function of the church. Wherein is man different
now that he has been exposed to this process of standardization resulting

from the adjustment of his being to the movements of a machine?
The problem is serious. Wilbur E. Moore; an industrial sociologist,

statesy; "It is by no means sure that it is possible to combine the

3hgaret garret, Oroboras; or The Mechanical Extension of Mankind,
pe 18. Quoted in Nels Anderson, Urban Sociology: an Introduction to the
Study of Urban Communities, (New York: Ao A, Knopf Co., 1928).

35Le-is Mumford, The Culture of Cities, (New York: Harcourt, Brace
and Co., 1938), passim.




17
productive efficiency of the industrial machine with stable persoﬁally
satisfying social relat.ionships.“36 We must be aware that a functional
change has come about in the external conditions of men's lives in this

environment.

In the first place, modern technical production does not give &ua
recognition to the individual personality. From the earliest days of the
industrial revolution in England, the employer has been granted absolute
control over his workers and the working conditions. Legally'thg workers
had no right to even be on his property without his pennission;' fhe free=-
dom left to the worker was merely that of stopping work at a partxcular
Job. Unless he wanted to starve, he had to submit to similar conditions

at another place.

The fact is granted that actual conditions have improved. The hours
®from sunrise to sunset® still prevalent in the minateeath céntury have
been decreased. So also sénitany conditions and safety factors have
materially improved: But the underlylng consideration of primary emphasis
on producuion—-w1th the workers considered as “hands"~—has continued. The

1nd1vidual worker is completely ‘subordinated to the machlne and the greater

system of which he is a part. )

This division of 1abor with it following of certsin Tigtd patt,ems
affects the managers and white collar workers as well as the 1aborer‘ gFew
are able to see any value apd'meaning to their daily routine, ﬂrhe:wgrk
which 2 man has to do," Olaﬁémiirites, "is one of the decisivé}iniluehces

on hig character, and if his natural purposiveness is‘constantli’ih-arted,

~ 3%, E. Hoore, op. oiti, P- 389-




18
he will become less of a man and lose his power of initiative and sense
of responsibility,»37

A corollary to this proposition is that wages are the fundamental
objective in accepting a Job. The worker does not accept a job with the
primary thought of either enj)oyment in the work or the service to the com-
munity. The primary concern is to achieve wages which will permit a
certain standard of living.

A striking example of this fact is found in the worker in a war
industry, In a period of peace particularly, his concern is not about
the moral issue involved in the mamufacture of implements which will mean
the death of thousands of other humans. He is not concerned about the
use of the product he is manufacturing. He is working for wages; his con-
cern is primarily the number of hours he works. It lies beyond the scope
of our immediate interest to note the intimate relation between the
machine and war.38

A third effect of machine culture is that it deprives the worker of
a2 sense of security. It is granted that the medieval man living in an
agrarian society did not have a sense of security. He was dependent upon
the forces of nature for his crops and the protection of the local feudal
lord. At the present time insecurity has been increased to 2 still greater
extent by the phenomenon of unemployment and occupational hazards and

diseases.

37.!. He Oldham, "Technics and Civilization," Kan's Disorder and God!s
Design, (The Amsterdam Assembly Series; New York: Harper and Brotaers,
Igd-l B), II, p. 29.

38&1111 Brunner, Christianity and Civilization, (New York: Charles
Scribnerts Sons, 19497, Part Il, P. 9 If.

NINI D
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The churchy, by being sensitive to this tragic sense of insecurity
felt by workers, can interpret this in its deeper theological significance.
Christianity can offer the release from anxiety, The individual man
already recognizes the complexity of giant cities and the callousness of
industry. He has sean cauéé and effect, though perhaps he has not as yet
interpreted its meaning., Therein lies the starting point of the church,

#Pechnical development has created new conditions of association and
cooperation in work.” In her article, "Personzl Relations in a Techniéal
Soclety, n39 Kathleen Bliss stresses the increasing range of work that can
be shared by both men and women. Particularly in the lighter industries,
in clerical work and in laboratories women are able to share work with
men, The church must further help its people to interpret their jobs in
terms of service to people. They are to see their occupations as chamnels
through which they can show love to others,

Mayo's experiments at Western Electric demonstrated the importance
of the human drive for association, Although the workers were from dis-—
tinct ethnic and regional backgrounds, the base of group allegiance and
cleavage was directly related to the work situation. In his study of
absenteeism he found a direct correlation between the existence of work
groups and teams and employee satisfaction,

J. He Oldham emphasizes this sharing of joint undertakings in modern
industry:

Technical production places men in relations of dependence on one

another and assigns them a share in a joint undertaking. It creates :
conditions in which men can develop powerful loyalties to the common

39Kathleen Bliss, "Personal Relations in a Technical Society," (The
Austerdam Series; op. cite)s Pe 83 1f.
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enterprise and find opportunities of workin ﬁ and, if necessary, of
sacrificing themselves for the common good.i0

The final observation is that the church encounters a block because
of a felt connection between it as an institution and the stat.usx ﬁuo.
Brunner calls the church to task for not warning society what was going
on behind the industrial revolution. The church should have fought the
spirit of rationalism and seci:iarization which accompanied this movenent.
"The church,® he writes, “might have been expected to protect men from
enslavement and from becoming automatons. The church ought to have seen
that in such conditions, which upset all the order of creation, the
preaching of the Gospel became almost illusory.“hl

This is particularly the case on the level of the average working man
in the union. S8ince the strong rise of the labor unions, he has come to
put his trust increasingly in his union. He is interested in immediate
social and economic betterment. Such workers are critical of the church
as an institution because since the nineteenth century the advice has been
to submit to the empil.o;rer.’-‘2 They may recognize the ability of the church
to make ethical pronouncements, but they fail to see its sigm.ﬁ.cance in

the prac tical situation.

403, H. Oldham, op. cite, . 3he

MBrunner,’ Christianity and Civiligzation, p. 12,

l‘ch. Don D. Lescohier, “Sac‘ularism and Organigzed Labor," Tha Chris=-
tien Faith and Secularism, edited by J. Richard Spann, (New Iorrhmn-

Cokesbury, 1948).




CHAPTER III

EFFECTS OF URBANIZATION ON FAMILIAL RELATIONSHIPS

Change in Functions

The urban way of life has produced changes in all of tﬁe chﬁfacter—
ié tic functions of the family. The family has historically been %ithe center
not only of child bearing and the giving of affection, but also the basic
economic, protective, religious, recreational and educational institution.

“"The Report of the President's Research Committee" (Recent Social

Trends in the United States, Chapter XITI)!3 demonstrated how the tradi-

ticnal functions of the family decrease_d as activities outside the home
inereased, In a general way we will use Professor Qgburn's outline,
attempting, however; to bring the material up to date., For recent material
on the family we would suggest The g;a_t_z_t_i_l___yllll by Professor Ernest W. Burgess

and Harvey L. Locke, Though a little more out of date, Ernest lowrer's

Family Disorganizationhs is profitable. (For material on the urban family

ef. particularly Chapters 3-5.) The Social Life of a Kodern Gommunity by

Tarner and I.unz'r}-l6 is a thorough pre-war study, but.it is highlyl statistical.

h:’Ii.eport of the President's Research Committee on Social Trends, -
Recent Social Trends in the United States, {New York: Whittlesey House,
HcGraw-Hill BoOK COes INCey 1933)e

thrnest W. Burgess and Harvey L. Locke, The Family From Institution
to Companionship, (Chicago, Ill.: American Book Co.; 19L5).

l‘sm-nest, Russell Mowrer, Family Disorganigation; An ;ntroduction to a
Sociological Analysis, (Chicagd, Ill.: The University of Chicago Press, 1927).

hswmiam Lloyd Warner and Paul S. Lunt, The Social Life of a Modern
Community, (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 19L1].
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The entire May 1948 issue of the American Journal of Socioclogy is devoted

to the study of the family.l7

It is hardly necessary to state that tremendous changes have taken
place in the economic activities of the family. Many of the majo‘r house-
hold economic activitles have been transferred to outside agencies. Thus
more families are buying goods from bakeries as well as more commercially
canned fruits and vegetables., This transfer has also taken place with the
cleaning, laundering and sewing, -

As the household tasks decreased in number, the women tended to work
more cutside the home. In 19!40 there were approximately four and one-=half
willion married women working in the United States, What is s’igﬁificant
is that this was an increase of almost fifty per cent over the previous
decade. This meant, in other words; that about one in sewven ‘married women
was workings About one in three of those women employed was mgxfzfieda ‘We
will observe other efi‘ectsof .'this decrease in economic ftmction»_s;ii later in
the chapter. S

The protective functipp!_ of the family has also dacreasetri."_’ This
extends not only to police‘ Aand'v":fi.re protection but also to car_e'.-;j."ér the
aged, accident and employment insurance, federal social security, plus
state health protection. "The budgets for public health and sanitatian
- in cities of 30,000 and over have increased about twice as fast as urban

families since 1903.“1‘8 Life insurance records serve as a valuable index

L""Par't.icular].y valuable to the pastor is The Christian Family in the
Modern World, edited by Walter F. Wolbrecht, Fifth Yearbook, Lutheran Edu-
cation Association, River Forest, Ill.; (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1948). ,

118Re.-port. of the President!s Research Committee, op. cit., p. 672.
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to this transfer of protection to outside activities. From 1880 to 1941
nlife insurance in force increased from one and one-half to one hundred
twenty-five and one~half billion dollars.“h9

The educational function of the family has been surrendered to pro-—
fessional teachers. During colonial times the child spent at most three
months during the year attending school. Now this has been increased to
nine or ten months. The child also begins his outside education earlier.
Particularly in the last decade, nursery schools and even pre-nursery
schools have increased in number very rapidly. This was a radical depar-
ture from the former view that one of the major functions of the family
was to train the very young child. ﬁhe greatest growth, however,;has been
at the other end of the edﬁcational ladder, in the high school. In 19@0
over seven million young people were enrolled in high schools. .

Recreation, which once centered in the home, is also being»increas-
ingly shifted to the outside. The actual forms of recreation h%yg also
changed considerably. For a ﬁore detailed description see bhabfé% Iv.
And finally, major changes have occurred in the religious ﬂmcﬁié;ﬁ of the
family., There is a downward trgnd in family attendance at churbh; In the

study made in connection with Recent Social Trends in the United States®0

it was found that eighty-five per cent of the children attended church
with tﬁeir families in rural areas, compared to forty per cent in urban

areas.  Family prayers, too, have declined. In this there was no signifi=-

- cant difference between ci%&féﬁé_farm population; only one in eight white,

£

'#?Burgess and Locke, ég;igiﬁ-, p. 505.

50Report of the Presi&eht's Research Committee, op. cite, P. 67&1’
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native-born children of jupior high school age participated in family
prayers. The same is true of family Bible reading. While twenty-two
per cent of the rural families still read the Bible, only ten per cent
'of the urban families doe. In general, then, the former functions of the

family have been lost altovether or have been radically changed.

a;rend Toward Companionship Marriage

¥ith the decline of so rrién}r of the former functions of the::family,
an increased emphasis is gi',ée'ﬁ to those which remain-—nanely, the person=-
ality functions of the faniily. This is expressed particularly in f.he..:-
giving and receiving of ai‘ifection, and in the mutual adjustmezit-of thé’r
_various parts of the family to one another. | | . |

The basic thesis of Burgess, for exampley in all of his writings °
about the family is that the :noderﬁ family is progressing toward what he
terms a "companionship" form of organization. This means that there is
a movement away from the “i_nstiif.utional“ family, which was characf,erized
; by the father being the absolute head: Now there is a more "democraticH
arrangement in which the husband and wife 'are equals, Usually the child,
too,' is permitted to assist in m;king decisions which affect thg: entire
family., The basis of this type of emerging marriage is romance gpd per=
: sonality adjustment. ey ‘

Thus when Burgess and Cottrell5l began their study of succeéé in

:harriage, they set up "marital édjustment" as t.hc_e criterion. Theiz‘ .

questions.dealt with agreement, common interests and activities,

51“ W. Burgess and L. S. Cottrell, Predicting Success or Fa:.lure
in }uarr:.a.ge, (New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1939). =X :
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7__ QuOued in Burgess and Locke, op. cites Do U
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demons tration of affection, dissatisfaction and feelings of unhappiness.
Lewis Termaqsz also used "marital happiness" as the criterion in his study,
employing mény of the questions used by Burgess and Cottrell.

What are the necessary prerequisites to happiness in such a companion—
ship marriage? Katherine Uavis)3 in an early study 01scovered nanpler
marriages when the wife had’ more than a high school education, was in good
health when she married, and reported no sex relations before marrlaae.

In a study of urban divorce among a low income group, a covrelatlon'was
found between happiness and (a) happiness of parents? marrlare, (b) parents
not separated or divorced, (c¢) sex education ‘learned from mother or from

books, (d) education beyond the high school level, (e) attendance at church

* three to four times a month, (f) attendance at Sunday Schnoi‘beyond the

eighteenth year, and (g) being reared in a rural community-.sh
The following characteristics have been given of the modern familys:

(1) Freedom of choice of a mate on the basis of romance, companion-
ship, compatibility and common interests; (2) independence from their
parents after marriage; (3) the assumption of equality of husband and
wife; (U) decisions reached by discussion between husband and wife in
which children participate increasingly with advancing age; and (5)
the maximum of freedom for its members, consistent with the achieving
of family obJectlves.ss

Although the sige of the average family has decreased in both rural

and urban areas, the decline has been much greater in the urban-areas.,.

52Lew1s M. Terman, Psychological Factors in Marital Hanplness, (New
York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1Y330).

53Katherine B. Davis, Factors in the Sex Life of TwentwaTwo Hundred
¥onen, Quoted in Burgess and Locke, op. cite, p. L5G.

ShClarence Ve Schroeder, Dlvorce in a Clty of 100,000 Population,

SSIbld e DDe 21-22,
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The following chart summarizes the relative decline:

Average Size of the Family in the United States

Year Urban Rural Rural-Farm Rural-Nonfarm
1940 3.61 401 k.25 3,78
1930 397 = L.29 h.57 3.99
1920 h.2 2 heS =Sl 5

1910 4.5 L6 — -

(*pata not available.)56

Disorganization of Families

It is inevitable that a certain amount of disorganization will result
from this shift in both the structure and function of the family. Indus-
trialization has destroyed the former sentimental and eéonomic relationship
between the employer and the worker's family. The transplanting of the
rural and European family into the soulless city must af!.so be taken into
account in order to reach a complete understanding, wﬁ-m speaks of the
city as the place not orﬂ.y where large numbers of people 1ive, but also

stresses "the most extraordinary heterogenei.t.y in almost evary character—
"

- istic in which human bein can‘ differ from one another.

When we speak of mar:i.tal separations or "broken homes;® - th -i'.erns

"“.4nclude those homes broken: by death or by employment in anot.her locahty.

In 1940 data showed that ﬁ.-wtean out of every one hundred marri me_n, yere

_t_empqra_nly or pemanently without their spousesasa This mggns that about.

Sélbido, Pe 95-

2hyirth, op. cits, ps

illiam F. Ogburn, ?'Hﬂhri’f-!l Separations," The Americari Journal of

: SOC logy, XLIX, (January 12lk); p. 316 ff.
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1,200,000 families were disrupted at any one time in the country. Cities
~have roughly twice as many-"b'rblv(en homes as have rural areas, This is
true for two reasons. In ;t.he first place, many who are .uidowed».b;c
divorced in the country move to the city.  Secondly, the actual mlmbex‘ of
divorces granted in met.ropbl-it.an areas is considerably 1arger. Sorokm
and Zimmerman came to the co*aﬂlusmn "that in practically a].l coun ries
the divorce rate has been h:.rrher in the urban than in the rnral Population
and that the agricultural class has rates for divorce possibly lower than
any of the large urban occupational classes 59 o -5
The graph below shows the divorce trend in the United Si',avl'.es:é(J :

Divorces per 100 Marriages in the United States

Al

20 fee-

\ (/ :

Niv l!‘oo 19/0 1980 z '1533' E quub i

59Pi.tirm Sorokin and C. G. zimmeman, Principles of Rural-tlrban
Sociology, (New York: Henry Holt and Co., 192%), p. T e e

601(1n@13y Davis, "Ghildran of Divorced Parents,” Law and contemporary
Problems, (19Lk), p. 711, QLoted in Burgess and Locke, op. cit., P. O3l
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In this graph two facfsv becoﬁe evident. First of 211, there is a
decided upward trend. The divorce rate has averaged a three per cent
increase every year since the Civil War, a total of six hundred ée:‘ cent.

From 1900 to 1940 the population increased 73 per cents mar:.'-':.lagesﬂ

increased 128 per cent; and divorces 37, per cent....There are

close to four million divorced persons in the United States, more...

than the number of 1nhabitants in our land during Revolutionary

times,b1l

_Secondly, we note from this graph that divorces tend to dec:réase in
periods of depression and war and increase in periods of prospe'z;i;ty and
following a war. It is noteworthy that there has been little 'chaﬁge in
recent years in the percentage of divorces in which there arer-children
involved, ‘ '

‘From 1887 to 1931 the .cenSus report on marriage and divorce’ shows
that in only two-fifths of the cases are children inwvolved. Several expla=-
nations are possible, Perhaps the presence of children makes the parents
unwilling to seek divorce., Possibly the courts are less willing -to grant
divorces in which children will be involved. Or it could poinfc.. to a
third factor--that those parents who have children seek to damonst.rate
thai they are ready to accept the full responsibility of married life .62

Although it is difficul¢ to establish absolute causation, there is a
definite correlation of divorce with urbanization, employment of women,

and economic production. There is a negative correlation with the birth

rates. This means that divorce is more freguent when large numbers of

women are employed outside the home. There are fewer divorces in times

61Haze]_ G. Werner, "qecularism and the Home,“ edited by J. R. Spann,
op. clt.., pP. 275. . : :

6?Quean and Gruener, op. cit., p. 558 If,
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of depression while the rate Vincfeases in periods of prosperity, And in
times and places of a high vate of birth, the divorce rate is 101#.63

In summary, the following factors sceem to contribute to the increascd
divorce rate in the United States. (1) Liberal divorce legislatiénwiﬁ
comparison viith the other nations, the United States ranks i’irs’c.'among:
the t‘nree highest in percentages of divorce; yet t.his hardly answers the
underlying situation, I may merely become a case of 1ovomachy. Since
the Irish Free State, for é}iﬁﬁlple, has no divorce la'us, no dmorces can
be granted. (2) The attitude of the church is important. In ‘gapf‘jzral,-
Gatholic countries have a lower divorce rate than the predomina:ﬁ;tiy
Protestant count.ries.a‘ Th‘e opposition of the Church of England to ..
divorce is thought to be responsible for the lower divorce raﬂé‘in Eﬁéiand.
(3) Rural areas in which there is greater cultural homogeneity of the
people have lower rates. The'at-titude of the people themselves in suéh
areas is against divorce. These differences then in the mores affect the
legislation. (L) The most important factor in the United statgs" since
1900 seems to be mobility. A more complete discussion of this point will
occur later in this chapter. 2

Basic in viewing the diSbr;ganization of the family is the new status
7__of women. Tne modern world has made it possible for the. ent.rance of

women 1n1;o industries formerly monopolized by men. World ¥ar I gave

women some of the first ou-' ard signs of the equality of sexes, namely,

S 635 A. Queen, W. Be Bodenha.t‘er and E. B. Harper, SOci.al Orgamsation
'rand Dlsorganization, (New Ycrk: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 19355."___' ;

6L‘F’ox‘ one of the sternest condemnat:.ons of divorce which h:;;appeared
in our culture, sece the encyclical of Pope Pius XI; Casti commbii, quo’oed
in Queen and Gruener, ope Citey PP. 551-3.
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the right to vote; wear short skirts, and smoke and drink in public. As
a résuit the position of women has become marginal. ‘On the one hand,
industry and busj.ness welcbiﬂg -ﬁﬁen, yet most men disapprove of a con-
tinued career after marriage. |

Especially during World War II were women granted more equality as
was seen in the formation of auxiliary corps in the army and navy and the
millions who worked in war _:pz;oduc-hion. Though there was a sizeable decrease
in their nun;bers in industry following the wary; yet the i‘igures‘ remained
above the pre-war level. This economic independence has enhanqevc‘i their
feelings of security or evéh»'independence in the family. Hany difﬁcult.
adjustments had to be made .bec'_ause the wife was not willing to reiinquish
the management position she held while her husband was serving with the

armed forces.

Influence gi Birth Control

Modern birth control ix_;éthods have drastically affected the family.
In 1938 Fortune made a s'wé& of contraception which yielded re}.iaﬁle
dat.a.és At that time they To%st’.imated the business of manufacturing and
distributing birth control:ld'e‘vitrzes at §125,000,000 a year. 'rheré;;were
more than four hundred actﬁal manufacturers and over ‘three hundred thousand
Aretaivi:-outlets. Fifty-seven thousand of these were dj-ug Stbrpq . : Open
accept;ance of birth controir ‘méthbds, however, is still far fromcompl&te.
It a5 only in 1937 that the American Medical Association ofﬁciaily |

recognized birth control. It still is illegal in Connecticut and Hasé?—
chusetts for even a doctor to give birth control advice to women even

: 6.5“'1'}13 Accident of Bii’ih;“’ Fortune, XVII, (February 17, 1938),
pp. 83-86, 108-1k. S
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where health requires it. This is because of the opposition of the Roman
Catholic Church, |

lore important is the way women themselves view birth control. When
Fortune sampled the country in 1936 and asked women whether they believed
in birth control, 63 per cent answered yes, 23 per cent answered no, and
1l per cent had no opinion., Vhen they conducted a similar study in 1943
among women between the ages of twenty and thirty-five, the results were
as follows:

‘Do you believe that knowledge about birth control should or should
not be made available to all married women?

¢ ALl College Grammar Catholie
Homen Women School Only  VWomen
Should be
availablesoccsscess SleY 92.6 70.2 69.0
Should not beeesees 10.0 L.9 18.2 - 2hady
Don't KnOWeeeecsees - 5ol 2.5 11.6 6.6

(I£ "Should" above) Do you believe that knowlsdge about birth con=-
trol should or should not be kept away from unmarried women?

A1l College Grammar cétholic

Women Women Schocl Only .  Women

Should be : SpRvsED ;
: Viﬂ]held.occooo-ouc 23 3 = 15-5 33.6 ; * 3306
‘Should not beeesees 69 8 78.5 553 'fsg.g

DO'n't knoWeciesoean = 6.9‘ 600 11‘1

It is clear that overwhelming rajorities of women of a]_‘!. persua-

.. sions favor the ava:p.labilzty of birth control information to all -
‘married women. Comparing the two tables; it will be seen that -
' 59 per cent of all the women (69:8 per cent of 84.9 per cent)
“believe that uggarried women should not be kept in ifrnorame of
"birth contrcl.: i

Evidence seems to point.”to_ ‘one fact, namely, that the central con-

o : alderatmn of having smalle__ families is the desire for a higher standard
of 1:Lving. Money is budge’t,ed for a child much in the same manner as is

66aphe portune Survey,™ Fortune, XXVIIT, (Aug. 28, 1943), pp- 2u=30.
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done for a new automobile. As religlous controls have weakened in modern

society, a decided secularization of human needs has taken place.

Influence of Mobility

Mobility is the chief factor in the explanation of family disorgani-
zation.67 By mobility is not meant the routine and regular movement of a
family but a maximum of change, both geographically and culturally. It
is the antithesis of the ancestral home in which several generations liva
under the same roof. HMobility usually tends to emphasize the ind_ividual
within the family rather than the family as a unit.

First of all, residential mobility is high in the United S’ca;'t.es.
Donald Cowgill found that thirty-two per cent of the population of St.
Louls moved once during the average year.68 Mowrer found approximately
the same for Chicagoy about thirty-five per cent.59 Here mobility becomes
symptomatic of something deeper in our culture., The community has less
hold on a family which is transient. Since the individual members of the
family will adjust at different rates to the new community,; there occurs
a disruption of the unity of the family.

Hobility destroys the communication between the members of a family,

which is so vital for common action. %"The ambitions and ideals of the

67]3urgess and Locke, op. g_i_g., p. 550 ff.

68p, '

nald O. Cowgill, Residential Mobility of an Urban Population,
(St. Louis: Washington Dniversity Library, 1935), Quoted Burgess and
LOCke, 29-. EE., Ps 530.

%9Brnest, Mowrer, Family Disorganiszation, pp. 288-9.
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individual members of the family become differentiated..cc...”0 This is
what Mbﬁrer terms "family disorganization." This can be seen, fof example,
in the immigrant family coming to urban America. One of the claésic

studies in this field is The Polish Peasant in Europe and America by

Thomas and Znaniecki. !t They show first how the immigration of one member
of the family slowly breaks the £ies of the family as he adjust$ fo his
new énvironment., As his individualistic desires increase; hisfehotional
dependence upon his family aﬂd his support of them decreases, Sé;ondly,
where the entire family 1mmigrates, the traditional attitudes df'its nen-
bers are modified at an uﬁequal rate, The children usually acquire tﬁé
traits of the new culture wmore rapidly than their parents. This;agaiﬂ_
causes strife and division, e

This applies to a large extent to a rural family moving to an urban
area or a family moving to a better residential area. Often it is diffi-
cult for the members of the family to find outlets for their talents which
nad been recognized in the old community. The cycle continues then, from
mobility to family disorganization to personal demoralization. Antici-
pating many later statistical studies, Sorokin wrote:

In cities mobility is greater than in the country. In cities suicide
is higher than in the country. A single person.....is more lonesome.
Single and widowed persons also show a higher per cent of suicides

than married ones...s..Hence it is to be expected that the curve of
suicide at the end of such upheavals goes up., Statistics corroborate
the expectation. In this way psychologically, sociologically and
statistically the correlation between mobility and isolation, between
isolation and suicide, seems to be very probable and really tangible.l2

701bid., p. 228.

"lyi115am I. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in
Europe and America, (Boston: Richard Badger, 1918},

T2pitirin Sorokin, Social Mobility, (New York: Harper and Brothers,
1927); p. 52k,
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Analysis

The church has difficulty in meeting the member of the modern family
because it approaches him with different thought patterns from those to
which he has become accustomed. The man thinks primarily of his personal
happiness in marriagei the church stresses his obligations to the_family
unit. The modern couple thinks of a companionship marriage in which
equality is paramount; the church answers, "Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands as unto the Lord.#73 Modern education and psybﬁiatry
warns parents about inhibiting and frﬁstrating their childrens the church
demands, "Children, obey your parents in all thingsj for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord." Tl And to men practicing a double standérd of
morality the church commands, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
loved the Church and gave Himself for it."1o

Thne modern family has lost sight of the transcendent purposes God
planned for the family. It has lost sight of its divine origin. Harriage
is accepted as merely a matter of mores., Whether or not to bear children,
too, is decided purely from the viewpoint of expediency. No longer is a
homestead established; now a flat is rented by half of the families in the
country. No longer does the family worship together., No longer does the
family play together. All of these former functions have been transmitted

to outside agencies.

T3pphesians 5:22.
7hcolossians 3:20.

75Ephesians 5:25.
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Divorce is another problem which must be faced by the church. In
stemming the tide of divorce the church must resort to a higher éuthority
than legislation. It is Qod who ruled that indissolubility is an inherent
essential in marriage. In marﬁage We are dealing with more tﬁaﬁ love in

the sense of eros. As an emotion this type of love is changeable and can-

not be promised "till death us do part.” In one of his discussions on
marriage Brunner writes:

But fidelity; as the recognition of a2n objective divine bond, is

essentially unchangeable; or rather it is related to that which is

essentially unchangeable, We cannot "break" love, but we can break

faith (or fidelity). We cannot build marriage upon love gnd be

sure that it will stand, but we can do so upon fideli.ty.7

Only the message of the Cospel can save man from the egocentricity
into which he is daily sinking deeper. Individualism is the cry of the
day, This is having its serious ramifications in marriage. It is to be
seen in the diminishing size of the family as well as in the criterion of
happiness as the chief end of marriage. A certain emotional immaturity
is being developed in people as parents attempt to increasingly shield
their children from the realities of life. As a result, many grow to

advulthood still doing just what they want to doj they never learned the

meaning of the words "must® and Wought.” In Justice and the Social Order

Brunner stresses this necessity of adjusting one's own desires and cur—
tailinz freedom for the sake of the other:

Marriage, like the state, is only possible because each party to the
contract foregoes part of the freedom due to him in order to fulfill
the common purpose of the procreation and the satisfaction of the
sexual instinct. The parties to the contract themselves determine

76Em11 Brunner, The Divine Imperative, translated from the German by
Olive Wyon, (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1948), pp. 359-60.
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. “the substance of the marital union...The steady increase in divorce
has its main source in this individualistic conception of 1:_1a.1z'ril.age..77

The church confronts the family with a message to save it from an
end of disorganization. God planned that the family would pass on to its
children not only physical life but .also spiritual 1life. The quern 2k
family is conscious of its functions of expressing aifection and devefop—
ing personalities. The church must emphasize its greater need -té"show

forth that love which comes from god.

7719«;5.1 Brunner, Justice and the Social Order, translated from the
German by Mary Hottinger, (Wew York: Harper and Brothers, 1945), p. 78.




" CHAPTER IV
URBANIZATION TN REGRFATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS -

* As population continuﬂs {0 concentrate in small areas, thelsecurlty
of the simple life decreases steadlly. With space at a premium,'bullalngs
go up instead of spreading out. With neighbors so close, children in the
modern city no 1onyer have the space in which to run and play as they
should, On the one hand, the environment overstimulates their emotions,
but at the same time does not give them the opportunity to release this
tension of body and mind. Where pressures and frustrations are higher,
there is a greater need for recreation,

In this chapter we will attempt to view the recreational needs of
the urban dweller in terms of compensation, regression, teuwporary escape
and social craving. After looking briefly at present trends in recreation,
we will consider the community agencies available to meet this increased
need. Perhaps of greatest importance will be the analysis of commercial-
ized recreation, for which a more detailed study of motion pictures will
serve as an illustration, The final section, as in all enap"t.eré','-' will be

a short critique consideriﬁ how the church can overcome the negatlve

‘effects and utilige the posi ve values of urban play and recreationﬁ

Play and recreation have been decidedly colored.by“the urban-environ-

7, :ment. HMitchell and Kason 1n The Theory of P1z11\17'78 show the development

from the rural envxronment, ‘ nh1ch the child played right in the front

78Eamer Hitchell and Bernard liason, The Theory of Play) (New York:

Ae S Barnes, 1937)-
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ygrd with pets; tools and even mud, to the complex urban environment, in
which learning and play has become more abstract. They state:
When life is....integrated, no play movement is needed. Play move-
ments become necessary only when life and education become artificial
in type and surroundings-——artificial in the sense of being unrelated
to the existence which the human race has been presupposed to live

through countless centuries of evolution--and when life becomes
fragmentizedy; divided, specialized and ultra—specialized.79

It will be helpful for our purposes to preserve the distinction
between the term "recreation" and "play," though they are used synonymously
by some. They are alike in that they are both activities of leisure used
as diversion from the tensions of daily occupations. Recreation refers
primarily to this diversion--to the release of the tensions, aggressions
and fatigue built up during the course of regular daily activities. Usu-
ally it means resting the muscles and powers of concentration reqﬁired by
the daily job and bringing the others into activity. "Play," howéver,
connotes growth. We recognize the necessity of play to the child., His
means of gaining security in an adult world is to scale their world of
activities down to his size in play. He learns to channel excess energy
and feelings of aggression into useful social outlets through play., Thus
he hits a ball rather than other children. "Play has an inner purpose:y¥
Slavson says, "the purpose of using one's growing powers in order that one

may grow mrther."8°

TQIbid., p. 8.

803. R. Slavson, Recreation and the Total Personality, (New York:

Associ.ation Press, 1946); p. 3.




39
Pasic Recreational Needs

What are the special recreational needs, then, that the urban

‘enviromment creates?81 In the first place, the urban worker has need for

recreational outlets which will complement or even compensate for his
daily activities on the job.' ¥Work in modern industry dc;es not sé‘fisfy
the basic physical and emotional needs of life. Usually the manual worker
uses only a limited number of muscles to perform his required operation.
For clerical workers there is usually steady mental work with little
chance for exercise, So in work a state of unbalance exists between the
activity of nerves and muscles. Much of the hyperactivity, depression
of spirits, and irritability noticeable in urban areas is explained by
this unnatural condition. The urban resident becomes so restless and
desirous of change that his recreation often tends to be overly stimu-
lating and exciting.

Psychiatrists in particular stress a second need which is fulfilled
in recreation.82 Tt is regression. In a complex social order there are
certain roles to which people are expected to conform. Thus a banker,
teacher; secretary or plumber has a certain role which he or she is
expected to play. Recreation furnishes an opportunity to throw off, tem-
porarily, certain restraints and formalities. Observe; for ekxample, the
hilarious play on beaches, There one can run around, splash water and
throw sand as a child. So also actions are permitted at a baseball game

or prize fight which would not be sancticned elsewhere. In periods of

8J‘-For discussion see Slavson, op. cit., pp. 1-26.

82p14., pp. 27-47.
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recreation one is permitted to act as a child again and otherwise release
accumulated feelings of tension in socially accepted fashions, P‘erhap's a
corollary to this point wouid be the use of recreation as an “éscape from
reality.® When pressures in modern life become too heavy to bear; moving
picturesy, novels, bingo gemes and pinball machines afford momentary escape.

Finally recreation sati.éfies the social cravings of people.“ “Host
recreation is enjoyed in a soclal context. Even when one enjoj's é per-
sonal hobby, associations and societies nf those with life interests
spring us., Basic to good mental adjustment is the ability to relate one-
self with ease and pleasure”to others with whom one comes into cohtact_.
The child which begins as entirely self-centered most gradually makes ‘;;his
adjustment. Recreation plays an important role. BNost of the relations in
an urban setting are impersonal. Therefore these inter-personal contacts
afforded in play and recreation give a sense of meaning and satisfaction
to life.

As these recreational needs work themselves out in the urbanized
area, they form a pattern. One of the results of mass production is that
the worker now enjoys a shbrtér working day. As increased num’o_e_rs are
abie' to have seventy-two hours a week free from required dut_ies,*' certain
ch.ange:-s have taken place i;ii'-leisure—time_activitiem " The authdrs of the

Chicago Recreational Survey listed nine significant trendss

1. Interest in active participation in games and sports.
2. Great vogue of automobile touring and other traveling.
" 3. Development of outdoor life and vacation activities,
k. Acceptance of governmental responsibility for providing pnblic

recreation facilities.
5. Expansion of the field of commercial amusements. -

6. Strong interest in: compet:.tive games and sports. 3
- 7. Desire for amsements that provide thrills and excitament. ;
gl Popularity of forms of recreation that promote social relat.ions
"~ between sexes. S
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9. Development of organizations that facilitate recreational
interests.

In their estimation numbers one and five were the most significant
trends—~—the increaso in cormercialized recreation and the inerease of
facilities for public participation in sports. We will consider the

second of these first.

Communitylhgencies of Recreation

The city not only creates more wants by its stimulation; it also
supplies more resources for meeting those wanis. With the increaéed
emphasis on the need for play facilities in urban areas, the community
itselfl has made provisions. Through local legislationy, commanities afe
establishing year-round recreation programs. State governments, too,
are subsidizing the local community as well as organizing their own net-
work of parks #nd training programs for counselors. The federal govern-
ment itself haé agencies for the promotion of recreation.Bh

In 1946 well over 1,700 cities and towns had organized play leader-
ship or supervfsed facilities. These 26,185 separate play areas iﬁcluded

playgrounds, baseball diamonds, bathing beaches, golf courses, swimming

pools and tennis courts. The cities which reported spent fifty-iwo

a", willion dollars for community recreation in 1916.85

8’Chu:ago Recreational Survey3 I, (1938); ps T« Quoted Gist and

&y _ Harbert, Op. Cito’ Ps U35+

BhThe Works Progress Administration; the Navy and War Departments,
Federal Security Agency, Veterans Administration Recreation Service. 5

asfbr statistics on communlty recreation see Walter L. Stone, The

" Field of Recreation, (New York: William Frederick Press, 1949), ppJ_B:BO.
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Another urban phenomenon for recreation and play is the settlement
house, situated in the crowded slum area. Its task is to bring people
of education and social standing into a closer contact with workers living
in the crowded areas, Its goai is to mutually benefit both grodpé( At
the present time there are over two hundred settlement houses.in the larger
citles of the country carrying on their program of education and fecreap
tion. They are all privateiy supported.

The camping movement, though only about sixty years old,ris gaining
in popularity. It is estiméted that over five million people participate
yearly., Besides over two thousand privately cperated camps,-ﬁheré are
another 2,500 supported by the Young Men's Christian Aésociatioﬁ and ;he
Boy Scouts of America and similar organizations.

Another aspect of the play movement is the growth of public parks.

A survey in 1940 indicated that 1,465 cities owned almost 19,500 parks.
Those sualler communities which did not maintain a park usuvally had the
facilities of a nearby town available. There is a recent trend'away from
the larger type of show park (such as Central Park in New York or Forest
Park in Saint Louis). In order to be more fﬁnctional, the present plan
is to build more neighborhood parks with smaller acreage.

Strictly speaking, the recent development of associations and clubs
which specialize in some form of recreation fits into neither category
of community or commercial recreation. These clubs ususlly cater to a
selected group interested in a certain game or sport, for example, golf,
tennis or bridge. These groups provide the facilities and the companion-

ship necessary for the recreation.
The trend is toward an increase of national associations with a sub-

sequent decline of local community clubs. These national associations
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set the patterns and policies which are followed to the letter by the
individual unit. These may take the form of luncheon clubs, fraternal

societies, athletic associations or character-building organizations.

Commercialized Recreation

From a sociological viewpoint commercial amusements are.fundamentally

important in two ways: (1) they stimulate and aid in determining

the culture gatterns for individggls and groups; and (2) they influ-

ence and modify moral standards, . :

Commercial recreation develops when there are a large numbeﬁ of
people who demand forms of recreation which can be standardized aﬁd thus
offered at a reasonable price. It must be frankly recoznized that its
goal is not the enrichment of the life of the total community. Its
objective is to provide activities or programs which will appeal to cus—
tomers, meet other competition and net a profits Since it does not enjoy
gifts, endowments or donationsy or volunteer help--as does private recrea-
tion--its program is designed to use every device to tap public spending
in compliance with state and local legislation.87

Providing amusement is one of the country's biggest businesses. It
totals from five to fifteen billion dollars a year. One dollar of every
twenty is spent for recreation in the Unifed States——for movies, radios,

sports and games., The American family, according to its economic level,

spends from $6 to $560 annually on recreation. The average is §hl.

Béﬂartin He. Neumeyer and Esther S. Neumeyer, Leisure and Recreation;
a Study of Leisure and Recreation in Their Sociological Aspects, (New

York: Sarnes, 1936)s Chapter ile

87Jesse F. Steiner, Americans at Play, Recent Trends in Recreation
and Leisure Time Activities, (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Comparny, 1NC.,

1933), pp. 103-121.
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The total amount of recreation made available commercially is

tremendous. It has come to account for the major part of the léisure
time of the urban dweller. Standing near the top of the list is com—
mercialized sports. Baseball, boxing and football now become full-time
jobs for some. Even college fbotball has been exploited for financial
gain. Though played by men who maintain an amateur standing, it repre-
sents a huge investment. The indoor commercialized amusements have also
become popular. These indeor sports include skatingy; pool and bowling.

Hight clubs and roadhouses are different in details but are essen-
tially the same in selling food and liquor at exorbitant prices. Amuse-
ment parks tend to be copies of Coney Island in New York, consisting of
ferris wheels, merry-go-rounds, roller skating, dancing, shooting galleries,
penny arcades and usually gambling devices of infinite variety.

Meyer and Brightbill in their book, Community Recreation,88 have a

fine analysis of commercial recreation. They discuss four negative effects

of commercialized recreations

(1) "Passivity® - Commercialized recreation emphasizes the place of
the spectator, while it minimizes the place of the participant. Con-
sider, for example, the theater, television; the radio and profes-
sional sporis.

(2) "Substiitution® —-- It slresses buying something ratner than being
something. This substitution provides no stimulation for actual par-
ticipation with its compensating rewards. The process of commerciali-
gation in baseball serves as an illustration.

(3) "Demoralization® — Certain commercialized recreation leads to
vice, dishonesty, poverty and sex delinquency. Particularly suspect
are dance halls, roadhouses and pool rooms. :

885aro1d 1. Yeyer and Charles K. Brightbill, Cormunity Recreation: A
Guide to its Organization and Administration, (Boston: D. C. Heath and Coey

518y, op. 275-17.
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(L) "Exploitation" -- Since box office receipts are the chief
concern, there are no limits to which some operators will go in
exploiting emotions. The result is that many atiractions are
sordid and debased. This tends to accentuate already existing
pathological problems and lower moral standards,

On the positive side they discuss five benefits which have come
through commercial recreatlon:

(1) "Stimulation® -- It has stimulated interest in wholesome recrea-

tion. Golf, baseball, music and travel have received an impetus

through witnessing professional exhibitions.

(2) "Provision of recreation facilities® — With the increasing

demands for recreation it would be difficult to provide fECllltleS

entirely from public or private sources.

(3) "Enjoyment" — Some forms of recreation cater to diversified

tastes. Real enjoyment comes from seeing a good motion plcture or

hearing a symphony.

(L) "Accessibility® — Commercial facilities are usually conveniently

located. Kany people are still largely dependent upon commercial

recreation--the neighborhood movie, their radio and the local bowling
alley.

(5) "Inexpensiveness" -— Recreation once enjoyed only by the rich

has become reasonable because large attendances have brought down

prices.
Hoving Pictures .

Important for our purposes in an analysis of the influence of moving
pictures.89 Speaking on this subject, Dr. E. W. Burgess of the University
of Chicago, said, "It is evident that the boy comes into contact with
influences in the motion pictures.....that are in-conflict with the

standard of the home, the séhool and the church."99

89The basic material in this section is based on extensive studies
. made at the request of the kotion Picture Research Council from 1929 to
1933, supported by the Payne Fund. The individual parts of the study will
be cited as used.

90Henry James Forman, Our Yovie-kiade Children, (New Ibrk: The HacMillan
Company, 1934), pp. 5-6. ; '

LI TR A
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Before we can objectively analyze Just what the effects of ﬁotion
pictures are;, we must get some idea of how widespread they are and how
many people come into contact with them. The motion picture ind&stry‘
itself in the Film Year Book of several years ago set the attendance at
100,000,000 a week., Although popular estimates go as high as 125,000,000,
the investigators for the Payne Fund Study were daliberately conservative
in their estimate. After making many deductions, they finally arrived at
the carefully selected figure of 77,000,000 persons a week.’l

Miles summarizes many statistics concerning movie attendance in one
paragraphs

The movie industry has grown at an unbelievable speed. Todaﬁr there

are over 70,000 motion picture theaters in the world, 18,000 being

in America and 35,700 in Europe, The 18,000 American theaters have

10,812,53}; seats. There is one theater for every 8,000 population

and one theater seat for every 12 people.. The American industry

employs approximately 275,000 people....Approximately 85,000,000

attend the movies weekly. (Hollywood reports 100,000,000 during

1945.) Theater attendance in America averages 3L visits each year,

compared with 22 in England.92

Taking into consideration that we are dealing with averages; it was
found that attendance in rural areas is much lower than in cities., The
rate is also higher for minors. Of the 85,000,000 who attend movies wesekly,
about one-third (or 30,000,000) are minors. One-sixth of the total figure
(or 15,000,000) are under the age of fourteen. This will take on added

significance when we later survey the actual content of motion pictures.
O0f paramount importance to our discussion is the answer to the ques-

tions: What types of pictures are seen, and what are the major themes of

91pid., p. 13.

921:Ierbert J. Miles, Movies and Morals, {(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, 1947)s p. 13.
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- the pictures? Dr. Edgar Dale, working under the Payne Fund, at’r.empted

-to answer these questions by analyzing and sorting out. over 1,500 movies .93

. He classified these feature pictures under such headings as Crime', Sex,
Lovey Mystery, War, History, Children, Travel, Animals, Comedy, aod Social
Problems, Then his totals were compiled, he found a "movie tri.nity" =
three themes that kept recurring' in the majority of pictures. 'fhey were
Love, Sex and Crime. He found ‘that between seventy-five and eighty per
cent of all pictures dealt wit.h one of these themes,

In a subjective, though well-founded, opinion "from the chxfiistianr
viewpoint, " KHiles concludes that ninety-three per cent of the pio‘blres he
picked at random were morally bad.9h Only five per cent of the pic{mros
emanating from Hollywood, he felty; were morally fit to see. Dr. Dale,
although attempting at all times to remain objectively conservative i.n
making his moral judgments, said that this stress on sex and crime robs
the screen of pictures of beauty and idealism. When nearly four hnndred
out of every five hundred p:.ctures dwell upon the "movie trinity," their
effects will be important to the tot.al work of the church. :

. Bes:.des the dlstortlon in motion picture themes in favor oi‘ crime

and love; - they also present a one=sided view of wealth and certam occlu-

pat.ions. YMiles states that- Hollywood "displays circumstances depicting

G wealth in sixty-one per cent of the movies,"95 . Drs pale points out that.

: 93Edgar Dale, Chzldren‘s 4 ttendarics at Motion Plotires, publiahad
by the Committee on EHucaﬁonaI Research of The Payn ﬁi ds (1933).

| 91‘1511%, op. cites Pe 58.
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‘thirty~three per cent of the heroes, forty-four per cent of the heroines,
fifty-four per cent of the villains and sixty-three per cent of the vil-
lainesses in one hundred and fifteen pictures were either weal thy or ultra-
wealthy. On the other handy only five to fifteen per cent of the leading
characters were poor.

This shift in extremes is also seen in the professions and occupations
depicted in the average £ilm., Dr. Freeman summarizes Dr. Dale's ‘énalysis
as follows:

The largest single class of occupation for heroes on the s_c_:r_éen is

"Professional." The largest classification for all characters com-

bined, including women, is "No occupation."™ Ninety characters in

115 pictures, the second largest group, may be labeled as "Commer-

cial",,...The next two groups, however, with eighty characters in

each, come under the headings of "Occupation Unknown® and #Illegal

Occupation,™ including such trades as gangster; bootlegger, smuggler,

thief, bandit, blackmailer and prostitutes....{(It is) notable in

that common labor is not included in them at all. A few agricultural

laborers exist only because there are western ranches in the pictures.

As a final means of seeing what type of motion picture is most preva-
lent, let us consider the goals that cceur most frequently. In order of
their frequency, they are: (1) winning another's loves ( 2) marriage for
love; (3) professional success; (L) happiness of loved ones; (5) revenge;
(6) happiness of friendj (7) crime for gain; (8) performance of dutys
(9) illicit love; and (10) protection of friend.

To fully appreciate the impact of motion pictures upon the avez:age
American, we must ask how much of what is seen is retained. One whole

volume of the Payne Series is devoted to this problem. Dr. P. W. Holaday,

working in the University of Iowa under the direction of Dr. G. D. S toddard,

%Forman, op. cites Pe U3,

96
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head of the Towa Child Welfare Research Station, gives us concre’oé data. 97
He tested retention of movie-gained knowledge in about three thousand
persons, ranging from children to college professors. Suffice it here to
mention just one phase of ﬁis testing. He found that eight and nine year
old children will retain sixty per cent as much as an adult. In- bther
words, for every five points an adult is able to note, a child of this age
will retain three, l -

If re-tested concemiﬁ:g the same facts after a period of si:f“wéé;é,
it will be found that these eight and nine year olds still retain ninety-
one per cent of what they had originally carried away from the fi.im. w
Actually six weeks later, a c‘nild of this age remenbers almost as mu}chl of
a picture as the morning after which he saw it. (And most of our 1ea;?gi.ng
is lost within the period immediately following the origin'ai léamingl)

After this same period of six weeks; eleven and twelve year olds :
still retain ninety per cent and high school children eighty-eight per
cent of what they originally remembered. Adults rank the iowest; but with
a figure that is still h:.,,h-—ea.ghty—two per cent.

The actual physical effect of motion pictures upon the 1nd:.vidual

has also been studied.98 Eehsh‘aw!s studies show conclusively that pic-

tures tend to so arouse a person's emotions that his 'restlesszxe'sé?rwhile

i sleeping increases. Boys averaged 26 per cent and girls averagé&;m per

975, ¥. Holaday snd ceo;ge D. Stoddard, Getting Tdess fim the Navies,

3published by the Committee on Educational Research of the Payne ?ﬁm%

98<§amue1 Renshaw, V. L. ¥iller and Dorothy Harqu:s, ch:.ldren's Sleep,

published by the Committee on Educational Research of the Payne Tund;
2 (1933) o :
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cent greater hourly motility than in normal sleep. Individual cases,

however, went as high as 75 to 90 per cent increases in restlessness.

In measuring the emotional excitement for a humorous picture with
no great depth of plot, one that does not specizlize in emotional sceﬁes, i
it was found that adolescents i'zave psycho--galvanometer readings of twmice
that of adults (adult was 1.2; adolescent, 2.0). Children fromd six to
eleven years of age registered readings three times that of aduits--
3.6. Similar studies were made upon the heart beat. Dr. Holman states
"3 picture of extreme emotional confent, whether it be tragedy or fear,
leaves a physical imprint upon the human being lasting as long as seventy
hours,"99 A

Perhaps even more important than the actual physical effecis of the
movies is its influences upon cur attitudes and conduct. 1;'%ople tend to
imitate everything from dress and cosmetics to particular crime and love
techniques. Fifty per cent of the high school students examined stated
that their ideas of sexual 1o§e came from the movies. Hany yout?gi_\xl
criminals, both men and women, indicated that movies played a decided
part in their downfall, either directly or indirectly. In some it instilled
a desire for easy money or adventure., To others it showed'specif:ic Ways
in which they could commit crimés. This becomes understandable};}whe@ we
note in a hundred pictures'seiected at random that the hero is 'di‘éhnne'st
:m forty—s:.x per cent of the pictures, commits crimes in sixty—seven per
cen'b, comnits adultery in twen’t.y-seven per centy; and drinks in .{‘i ty-o‘.ne

per cent. The heroine has a simila.r record: She gambles in four' per cent,

99Forma.n, Ops Cites Pe 103.
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. unes, op, cite, pe 3¢
. *®roman, op. cit., p. 213
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drinks in thirty-six per cent; is dishonest in thirty-one per cent, mar-
ried without thoucht of courtship in fifty per cent, displays her body
publicly in forty-six per c*en’g, and commits crimes in thirty-three per
cent,, 100 ‘

Dr. Thrasher states, "It is apparent beyond a slight statistieal
chance that delinquents and truants tend more often to go excessivelf 1o
the moxries,"lm Today more girls are truants in order to go to movies
than are boys. TFifty=-four per cent of 252 girls admitted that they had
stayed away from school in order to attend movies. Those elements which
we have already analyzed in movies set up certain cravings in many of
these delinquent girls, Half of them-said that it had been movies which
had instilled the desire in them %o live fast, free lives. Forty-one per
cent of them admitted that it was the movies that inclined them to wild
parties, cabarets and roadhouses-——factors that led to their "getting into
trouble "

Contrary %o popular belief, Hollywood does not teach that "Crime
does not pay."” None of the surveys showed tendencies to punish crime.
Miles points out that in tv:eni;y-three out of one hundred pictures, police
officials are made to appear as fools., Dr. Dale reports in the" case of
sixty-two major crimes in forty pictures analyzed, only nineteen per éent
of the criminals were legally punished. An additional thirty-nine per

cent wers punished but by forces other than legal ones, while twenty-four

Ibid,., p. LO.
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The effect of motion pictures upon social attitudeslO3 was studied
by Peterson and Thurstone.loh They found, for example, that motion pic-
tures do affect attitudes toward other races. "The Birth of a Nation®
had the effect of making children less favorable toward the Negro. Con-
versely, pictures which presented a minority group in a favorable light
did much toward creating an unprejudiced attitude over against that group.
The effects of these pictures are cumulative and lasting. Years afterward
the differences can be seen in the social attitudes of those who saw the
pictures,

Propaganda films have been produced by both Hollywood and the govern-—
ment., They:r'un to two extremes. On the one side we hgve the purely
docmnentaryfilm, one that actually shows some phase of life portrayed
without a set stage or actors. They attempt to be authoritative and
| unbi.a ed. M, the other e:itreme there is the example of the hate £i1ms
produced by our government durmg the war, These were shown fo‘»rr"':i:he express
purpose of building feelmas of hatred and resentment toward our enemlw.

BEducation has been both helpecl and hindered by the movies. In the
actual classroom, films are b;mrr used today as never in the past. They
have been a great asset 1n brinr-:.ng the past; the distant, and the findings
.r"_of the microscope and the __t_elescope into the classroom. At thersgune' time,

hOFQV_Qx“_, the average feature 'filrﬁ has been eating away at the v.éf} foundation

_ 103For a study in which t.he propaganda effects were generally nega.-
- tive, see J. E. Hulett, Jrey: MEstimating the Net Effect of a Commercial
- Motion Picture Upon the Trend of Local Public Opinion, Amencan Sociolog-

mhﬁuth C. Peterson and L. L. Thurstone, HMotion Pictures and the :
Soclal Attitudes of children, published by the Committee on Lduci at.ional
Research of the Payne rund, (1933).
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which education is endeavoring to build. By presenting life in a harm-

fully superficial manner, they are developing a set of attitudes in
children diametrically opposed to those learned in the classroom. Holly=-

wood presents material in a raw, "thrilling" and "exciting® manner. Cause

‘and effect are largely ignored. Its emphasis on luxury, crime and sex is

exerting a great influence upon people both within and outside ofA the

church,

Radio

The radio, like movies and newspapers, is dependent upon and' designed
to meet mass audiehces. At present there are twenty-five million sets
serving more than seventy psr cent of the families in the United States.
As a result, both its content and method of presentation must ‘hav-a a
direct appeal to the masses. In reaching the lowest common denominator
in entertainment and enlightenment, it hopes to appeal to the greatest
number, Recently there is some thought among those who manage these mé.ss

media to appeal also to a mare cultured group. The third program of the

British Broadcasting Compaﬁj, for instance, is experimenting in Sringing
programs of a higher cultﬁfal level to its people. ‘

To understand radio of today one must realize the importancef of
advertisers who sponsor t.hé-_jimgrams. Their goal is t.o keép theﬁ product
before the public and ga:.n 'good will. Since the revenue is depen;ient upon
the size of the radio audience, they attempt o get programs which appeal
to all, But the sponsors are not cont.ént to merely have their names men-
tioned at the beginning and end of the broadcast; the quality of their
Plroduct must be extolled throughout the period. Already several yearsA ago

over twenty per cent of air time was used for advertising.
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In fairness it should be added that a large group of sociologists

of late tend to undervaluate the influence of radio, motion pictures and

comic magazines. They believe that all behavior-—including criminal
behavior-~is learned in interaction with other people. Sutherland, a
well known student of criminology, writes:

The principal part of the learning of criminal behavior occurs

within intimate personal groups., Negatively, this means thal the

lmpersonal agencies of communication, such as picture shows and

newspapers, play a rglatively unimportant part in the genesis of

criminal behavior.log

This genetic explanation, however, falls short in acknowledging many
case studies which tend to indicate the opposite. Perhaps some actual
techniques of crime are learned in the primary grovp, but much of the
stimulation for the entire group for easy money and adventure could

originate in and receive its stimulation from these other agencies.

Sugerv1sc Recreation

The Chicago Recrestion Commission published its study of 2,300 youths
106

under the title, Recreation and Delinguency. The commission emphasized

its goal was nol to show that recreation cures or prevents juvenile delin-
quencye. Their chief findings were:

(1) More provision is now made for the supervised recreation of boys
: - than of girls,
(2) Boys over fourteen years of age do not atiend recreational agencies
“.° in as large nnmbers .as. do those under fourteen. e

105Edw:m H. Sutherland, Principles of Criminology, (Fburth Edition;

1°6Ethe1 Shanas and catherine Dunning, Recreation and Del1nmmmnun

- A-Study of Five Selected Chicago Communities, Eﬁicago RecreaEIon Eommiésion,
~ (chicagor | CIarke;McElroy'Fﬁsr-'71 :
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(3) Delinquents do not take part in supervised recreation in as
large numbers as non-delinquents; and when they do, they prefer

competitive sports and non-supervised activities like the game
room.

(L) Delinquents attend the movies more often than non-delinquents,

but all boys and girls spend twice as much time at the mones
as in supervised recreation.

(5) In the four neighborhoods with higher delinquency rates, all
children were particularly fond of radio crime and mystery
stories; while in the neighborhood with the lower delinguency
rate, both boys and girls preferred commedians and variety hours.

(6) Participation in supervised recreation reduces juvenile delinquency.
Delinquents who did not take part in supervised recreation during
the year became r Eeaters thirty per cent more often than those
who did take part.iO

At the conclusion of their study, they recommended that supervised

recreation should be provided in all Chicago communities, particularly in
those areas which have high delinquency rates. Supervised recreation
should be expanded for girls while a special attempt should be made to
hold boys beyond fourteen years of age. They acknowledged the importance
of the home and church. Only when an integrated program including the
homey; school and church is organized "can recreation function effectively

as a character-building and delinquency-preventing activity.“ma

Analysis
Leaders in the church must be aware of the vital function of play
and recreation in the lives of people. The urban dweller needs_; this
period of change to regain physical, mental and spiritual balance. Work
alone must never become the solitary end of existence, Perhaps in rare
instances God does place a man into a position in which he must renounce

rest and recreation. But for most people, recreation serves as a useful

1°7For complete Findings and Recommendations, see Ibid., PPe 236-218.
1°Bxb:.d vs Do Xi.
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safety-valve against his becoming too possessed by work, a sense of his
own lmportance, or a concentration on the material.

Again the church must give deeper insights as to God's purpose in
giving man rest and enjoyment in recreation. The church must point the
man with God beyond his pleasures. They are a gift from God buf. not God
Himself. The natural man is in danger of making "gods® of these pleasures,
He is in danger of becoming their slave. Satan is using them as a dis—
guilse to hold him in darkness. The church can use this desire for pleasure
at times as a starting point: the man is searching desperately for some-
thing. What he really needs--though as yet he is unaware of it-=is God.
The temporary pleasures of ‘the world look cold on the "morning after.”
Only the Gospel can give man the rest and security for which he yearns.

The man in God--one who is a member of the church--also needs under-
standing, Often he feels, rather Puritanically, that recreation and
pleasure is spiritually low, something with which the new man has less to
do.. At best he feels that moderation is the answer, HNeither of these
views is distinctively Christian. The first is Pharisaical; the sscond
is Greek, Of course recreaf.ién pursued until it becomes a passion is sin.
But the answer lies deeper than the Aristotelian "golden mean of modera-
tion,"109 The basic question for the Christian iss Will this activity
glorify God? That means, will this both strengthen my bond to Him and
witness to others that He rules in me? The Christian has been created

through and for the Word of God., Every action, therefore, is to be
evaluated in that light. The key word, then, becomes not "moderation,"

logBrunner, The Divine Imperative, p. 390,
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but "servicel-—wservice to Qod through service to people.

The church itself can utilize a program of recreation as an 2id in
accomplishing its total task. Its primary concern will not be the exsrcise
of the body even though it recognizes its close connection with the soul.
Rather the church will utilize play to demonstrate and practice fellowship
and agape, Its members will come together in play to enjoy one another's
company and to strengthen one another. This witness of love thén-wi.11
reflect to those on the outside the saving love of the Savior Himself.

The church will take a positive stand against the evils inhefent in
certain forms of commercialized recreation, Its policy will, howéver, go
deeper in most cases than a mere attempt to pass legislation outiawing
certain activities. The church will alert its people to the dangers present.
But it will realize that these obnoxious forms of entertainment are present
because people desire them, Therefore the church will redouble its efforts
to get at the root of the matter: to get the people themselves to desire
those recreations and pleasures which are pleasing to God —— and not mersly
to eliminate a surface eruption,

In looking at motion pictures and television, we must keep the full
dynamic of Christianity before us. This means the church has more than
a Pollyanna interpretation of life. It must do more than merely censor
sections of films which are too sexy. HNegatively, it should appbse movies
which "solve everything on the human plane...which deify and enshrine the

aspects of our culture to which allegiance is really g'l*»ren."110 This does

not mean the characters are to become colorless or that all must be portrayed

1n

66 C’l*’arul F. Heard, "Secularism in Motion Pictures," Spann, op. cit.,
po - -
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as good people., There are evil people in the world and thus they are a
legitimate subject for treatment. However, the church can take a stand

aoainut a superficial treatment which fails to show the mature adult the

55 flnal result of such a course of action.

In order to interpret itself to the hearts of the people in a world
threatened by atomic war and annihilation, the church must turn to

itself, clarifxilts own concepts, and then express itself in a new

and vital way,

Mlid., pe The



CHAPTER V

EFFECTS OF URBANIZATION ON COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS

To complete our task we wiil view the individual living within an
urban area, Having seen the effects of modern urbanization on the work
situation, the family unit and leisure time, we now look at the community.
We will attempt to see the characteristics of an urban population, their
associations, their personalities, and some of the effects on those who

migrate from rural areas to the modern city.

Characteristics of an Urban Area

An important characteristic of the urban area is its heterogeneity.
In comparison with rural areas & larger percentage of the urban popula-
tion are foreign-born or first generation Americans. People of diverse
social backgrounds are thrown together into social contact.

The typical American city, therefore, does not consist of a homo=

geneous body of citizens, but of human beings with the most diverse

cultural back:rrounds , often speaking different languages, following

a great variety of customs, habituated to different modes and stan-

dards of living, and sharing only in varying degrees the tastes, the

beliefs and the ideals of their native fellow city dwellers.ll2

The predominance of women in the city stands in sharp contfag‘b to
farm areas where men are a majority. Yet in the city the propoftion of
men that are married is higher than in the country, while the reverse is
true of women. Because of the migration away from farms among youths in

their late teens, cities tend to have more adults and fewer children

nzstelrart Queen and I.e\rls Thomas, The City, a sturv of Urbanism in
the United States, (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.y 1939)s Pe 383.
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_ proportionately. This is also explained by the fact that until recently

the crude birth and death rates have been higher. Cities have always had
o depend upon rural areas for their survival,

The impersonalization of social relations is another mark of the city.ll3
Trade is regulated by a money economy in which transactions are impersonal.

By its very nature it stresses intellect rather than emoti.on. Lodern sales—-

manship is interested in s#lling a product, not in the use 1',0 which the

item will be put. At the same time this money economy gives the 1ndividual
a greater sense of freedom. A

- Because of the increa’:lael'ofﬁ contacts in a metropolitan area,the indi-
vidual is lost sight of for the most part. The urban dweller- aubstitutes
a list of social stereotype. In the rush of city life, he ,.re_cognizes a.
person as a "milkman," a "bootblack," a "banker," a "minister." He inf.er-
prets him objectively in terms of the role to which he has assigmﬁd him.

Much of the supposed coolness and hardness of the city is ‘accounted for

- by the barriers to intimacy which arise from this fact.

ilrban Associations .
‘There is an increase cu secondary contacts in the ci’c’.j.. People are
physically close in crowds, audlences, and lines, yet for the individnal
the others exist almost as an abstractmn. Other people become as much
a part of the surroundings :as the bus, subway or department store. Th:.s
is further encouraged by the secondary means of communication: the neurs-
papers radio and telephone‘. This being in the midst of paopie and yet

not able to share with them the joy, fear or plans of that day tends to

3"151:., OPe Citey p. 263 ff.
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make more utilitarian even those more personal contacts. (:ontraét this
with the rural area in which more contacts are with the primary group,
with which memories, plans and dreams are shared. In order to regulate
these impersonal contacts, a formal pattern of conduct is developéd jhich
is enforced by custom and legislation.

Thus we have the anomalous situation of great social dist-ance among
a million people living in a eircumscribed area.llh Vhile the n_u'al area
has great spacial distance; it has great proximity in the .dep’c.h. oi‘ its
human asscciations. “Firs'ﬁl j.ﬁl_;iression“ and "front® are encouraged in the
city. One is constantly ﬁtcroﬁds nade up of people of dlfferent. social,
ethnic and religious backgfounﬁs from one's own, The patter;lé' c;f"a city
are determined by these matters of income, education and race.

To overcome the effects of secondary contacts and social distance,
people of like interests seek companionship in various voluntarjr_ "gs'socia—-
tions., In the city they are really more important socially to a person
than the neighborhood in which he lives. These groups may be voc'ﬁtional,

religious, political, recreational, educational, cultural, civic, fraternal

. or even anti-social gangs.

The rapid growth of these associational groups has led to the dié’tnr-
tion that all Americans are "joiners.” Some of the early studies which
surveyed the upper and middle classes supported this conclusion, In a

much quoted study of the social participation of over two thousand adults

in New York City, Komarovsky found that a large proportion had no single

Research, VIII, (May 192h), pp. 339-hls.

uhﬂ. E. Park, "The Concept of Social Distance,” Socialogy and Social
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group affiliationll5 (except possibly for church membership, which was
not counted in this study as "group affiliation"). Particularly among
the lower classes, the working population, few affiliations with organ-
ized groups were found. Among rmale manual workers sixty per ceﬁ‘t were
without group affiliation. The corresponding figure for white-collar
workers was fifty-three per centj for business men, thirty-three per
cent; for professional men; twenty-one per cent. For the most pért the
percentages were higher for womén. Eighty-eight per cent of thé working
women, sixty-three per cent of the white-collar workers, fift.:,r-ée'jfen per
cent of those in business; thirty-nine per cent of the nurses, and abcut
eighteen per cent of the professional women belonged to no organized
group.

This means the old stereotype of the urban man as one who has broken
close contact with the primary group to establish contacts for work,
recreation, worship and so on, is incorrect. The old neighborhood may
have broken down, but it has not been replaced by the voluntary associa-
tions to the extent usually supposed.

Indeed in all occupational classes, male or female, earning under

$3,000 and other than professional, that is in the bulk of the City's

population, the unaffiliated persons constituted a majority. Con-
versely, 1t 1s only when we reach the pusiness classes earning $3,000

and the professional classes that the majority is found to be organ-
:Lzed.ﬂj6

VWarner and Lunt made a statistical study of associations in a New

England town of- about 1h,0QO.11_7 They classified the groups st.n;c.mrally

Wo%irra Komarovsky. “The '."'ﬁdluntary Associations of Urban D&éllers,ﬂ
American Sociological Re:riew, XI, (December 1946), pp. 686798? - ;

1167bid., p. 687.

117

Warner and Lunt, op. cit.
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as simple-single associations or multiple-integrative. In the first group
they found four typess (1) groups organized around the whole community,
such as the support of a hospitaly (2) secret societies, usually affiliated
with national organizations; (3) ethnic associations, often connected with
an Americanization program; and (L) free-lance groups, such as cthleti.c
clubs, |

Their second group included such groups as Sunday Schools and minis-
terial associations, which were really subdivisions of a parent group.
They recognized the importance also of informal association or cliques,
those which were not organized on the basis of r';ﬂes or constitutions.
Such groups were found to exercise as much control over their members as
do more formal associations. Their influence was particularly strong

among adolescents.

Urban Personality Trailts
Urbanization has its effects upon the individual's personality. We
want to observe how this milien has affected his personality. Many of
the observations will deal with factors which are only indirectly results
of urbanization, Rather t.han stressing the direct casual relationship
between the two factors, we would rather emphasize the frequent occurrence
of the pehnomenon together. For example, when considering the disorgani—
zation of personality, the order of birth is of importance in ccnsideri.ng
the influence of the fam:uy.' Acmally the factm; of smaller fa‘:ﬁﬁies '.-5

which i.s observable in urban settings is one level removed rrom the per-

Bonalz.ty conflict.
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" ‘Mental conflict, Ernest R. Mowrer shows, is the key which unlocks
the problems of personality d.‘usorgarﬁ.zatiou.:"18 The person attéiupts to
resolve conflicting elements in his personality. When unsuccessful, this
results in frustration—either the individual contimes an active conflict
to bring unity or he eventually retreats into a subjective world. :
The most important element in the organization of personality is the
family. Harriet R. lMowrer describes its dominant role as follows:
It is the function of the dominant role...to bring into working
accord the other roles within the personality. Thus the dominant
role makes for consistency and unity within the personality by its
dynamic direction of accommodation....But not only is there an
attempt to achieve unity for the present, but also throughout the
life span of the individual., This results from the fact that accom—
modations accomplished between the various roles tend to persist and
to furnish the basic pattems for future adjustments between roles. 119
Secondly, communal contacts must be viewed as e:.ther confi.ming or
negating the role achieved in the family, The metropolis :Ls characteriaad

by specialization, mobility; professionalism, anonymity and disintegration.

- To this the individual must adjust. In adjusting, conflict is inevitable

within any personality. Whenever any new element confronts the established
pattern of habit responses, accommodation must take place. The vﬂl mist
either choose between the two alternatives confronting it or a compromise

nmst 'oe made. These are ea.siljr made in situations where the el‘eg:!gnts are

; of little basic 1mportance. Sk

The most highly integrated parsonalit:.es are those in Ihich the con-

ception of their roles deﬁ.ned by the group are most c].osely appmxi.mated

nﬂErnest R. Mowrer, Disorganisation, Personal and SOcial, .(New York:

oy J'wﬂarru.et Rosenthall’ Anourar, Personality Adjus'hnent and Domeatic
R’;?f_g{ﬁ, (New York: American Book COe; 1935)s Pe
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by the individual. Those who are able to pattern their private worlds
most closely to the public world of their group membership arer the best
-integrated. On the other hand, those who cannot integrate are judged
insane, ' : "

Robert Faris and Warren Dunham have attempted to show the -félatiaﬁ-
ship between certain mental disorders and the area of the citiy-.inzuhich
they are found.lzo They reasoned from the necessity of commnication.
Feeling that commnication is essential in retaining mental health, it
followed that any effect of urbanization which hindered communication
would also negatively influence mental adjﬁstment.. Life conditi.pps become
more precarious in an areé in_rwhich there is excesslive hetez;ogeneity .and-
horizontal mobility. Their fit:xéings did show a concentration of ment.ai
disorders near the center of the city. It should be added, however, ﬂ:at
every disease showed its own distinctive pattern. A word of waming
should be added lest an entirely casual intefpraﬁatfon be given their
findings. : E

Since, then, our nervous systems vary greatly and are capébie of a
wide range of integrative action, it follows that no uniform adjustmgnt
to urban life could result. Thpngh there is no ¥urban personality,” there
are certain traits which ot:dﬁr lregularly in urban people. cerﬁiﬁly each
person has traits which are unique to him, but thera are certain traits

which he shares with the larger‘groupo

Tyt

'laoRobert E. Faris an& H. Warren Dunham, Mental Disorders in Urban

__Areas: An Ecological Study of Shizophrenia and Other ?sychpsqsgjg‘ﬁicagos
University of Ghicago, 1937'ﬁ s ATy
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Anderson outlines the following as "urban personality traiteynlZl

Motility: motor characteristics, such as speed, impulsiveness, con-
trol, steadiness, skill, etc.

(x) Hyperkinetics easily stimulated low action threshold. .

(=) Hypokinetic: stimulated with difficulty; high action t.hreshold.

(x) Impulsions vigorous positive tendency to action.

(=) Inhibition: tendency to block motor impulses.

(x) Tenacity: persistence of activity in certain line. ,

(x) Skill: manner of execution based upon coordination and motor
control.

() Style: individuality of execution. ‘

Temperament: the subjective side of personality; feeling and emotion.

(x) Emotional frequency and changes rapid succession of moods or
emotional states.

(x) Emotional breadth: range and variety of objects of emotion.

(+#) Characteristic mood: more or less permanent mood of gloominess,
cheerfulness, etc,

(x) Emotional attitude: definite set toward suspiciousness, self-
depreciation, cynicism, snobbery, etc.

Self{-expression: trends of behavior resulting from special abilities,
attitudes toward self, others, reality, etc.

(x) Drive: group of habits which acquire compelling power and which
control other habit systems in individual developmentj special
focus for individual's life.

(x) Extroversion: objective, unrepressed, insensitive. -

(*) Introversion: attention to self, subjective, imaginative.

(#) Insight: to act from clear motives; to view oneself as others
would if his nature were fully revealed. 3

(x) Ascendance: tendency to dominate, to exercise power. £

(%) Submission: tendency to submit, to play inferior role.

() Expansion: tendency to make all behavior personal. s

() Reclusion: tendency to keep personality in background.

Sociality: suscepti.bﬂity of the individual to influence of society.

(x) Susceptibility to social stimulation: sensitiveness to social
- stimuli; tendency toward socialization.

(%) Socialization: active social participation.

(#) (Character: personal‘lty viewed in the light of social justico.)

1211\!915 A;aderson and Ednard Lindeman, Urban Sociology: An Introduc-
tion to the Study of Urban conmnmi.t.ies, (New Yorks F. S. Crorts and 0%,
19.35)3 PPe 234=36.
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In a recent study of personality adjustment, a group of more' ‘than
twelve hundred third and sixth grade children from farms, villages and
urban homes were compared.122 It was found that the farm childreéz rated
higher in every component of personality adjustment except one wﬁich
related to a sense of personal freedom--and even in this the i‘aﬁﬁ'young-
sters were on a par with those from the city. :
Farm children differed favorably from city children in a number of
ways., They were more self-reliant, they had a greater sense of per-
sonal worth, a greater sense of belonging, greater freedom from
withdrawing tendencies and nervous symptoms. Also they showed evi-
dence of greater social skills and rated superior in school and
community relations. They failed to show any superiority in their
sense of personal freedom and in their adjustment in social stan-
dards or in freedom from anti-social tendencies.123
In the section of the study in which the teacher ranked the student
according to mental health, they tended to rank farm children above non-
farm children as "normal, healthy, wholesome persons.® In the third part
of the study, students themselves recorded their observations of fellow
students. Here again farm children received relatively fewer adverse
Judgments. The proportion of children of superior personality was highest
among farm and village children, and lowest among city children. On the
other hand, there was little significant difference among those classified

as very poorly adjusted as to their home area. About one in each five or

8ix were in this category.lzh

»

122A. R. Mangus, "Personality Adjustment of Rural and Urban Children,®
American Sociological Review, XIII, (October 1948), pp. 566=15.

- lzhA follow-up study indicates that since 1946, when the original ‘
study was made, the average level of personality adjustment has risen
among eity children but has not improved much among the rural cbildren.
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Adjustment to the City

One of the most certain ways one can determine the impact of the
urban conmnity upon personalif.y is to study the adjustment whict{-migrants
‘ must make when they move from a rural to an urban area. One of 'c,he bést
studies of this type was made of Ogzarkians who moved into St. Louis.125
Elsie C. Husemann used a case study approach in this thesis. fl‘ﬁ;_acbzal
materlal which came from these interviews tends to be more pene iﬁéting
than many more statistical studies. .

lost of the families, she found, had left the Ozarks becausé'_ of eco-
nomic conditions resulting I‘ro‘m crop failure, low income or merely Lecause
they felt that life in the city would be easier. When they did arrive in

the city, they reported that they were so worried and confused g.n just

: trying to subsist that they were oblivious to everything else about them.
It was easier for the men when they once found employmentj but. the women
described their first weeks in terms of sheer desperation:

Long hours couped up with a group of children, who had been #ccns'-_-

tomed to spending most of their time outside, was far from pleasant.

The mothers were too frightened to allow them to leave the crowded

rooms, The smoke and dirt were stifling and the noise confusing.

Lonesogaenfss, homesickness, and futile att.emptgzgo make frienfis with

the neighbors....marked the efforts to adjust.

The same difficulty initially experienced by the children in adjusting
to school was found when they encountered the church in the .city. The
majority of the families had attended church regularly before they left

the country, Many of their leisure time interests were religious in nature.

125msie C. Husemann, "The Adjustment of Rural Families in Saint .
Louis," an unpublished Master!s Thesis, Department of Social Work, Washe
ington University, St. Louis, Ko., (1932).

1261pi4., p. 164.
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The group was exclusively Protestant, the greater part of them being of
the Baptist denomination, :
The church has been the center of their social life in the hi.lls
and they go to it, thinking here to fill the void of which they
are but ‘1114 conscious only to find that ftheir church' in the
country, although of the same denomination, has little in common
with the city sister church....their very appearance makes them
feel conspicuous and ill at ease....Only in two instances did
families of this group continue to attend the denominational church
of their choice....The reasons given were that they 'did not feel
at home'! in the churches in the city, that they 'couldn't dress
fitten! or that the church was ttoo cold for poor folks,.t127
It is of note that in most cases where the regular churches of t_ﬁ_e
city failed, the missions tended to be more successful. Most of the
migrants expressed their appreciation for the missions' aid. They enjoyed
particularly the nusicy sinfrm", and the fact that everyone seened friendly.
In some cases, however, the parents remsed to let their childr‘en g0
because of the heterogeneous groups Whlch attend such missions. In other
cases the parents felt that the children should be "gettin' some relitfion“
80 they sent them while they did not attend themselves. | : T
Because of their economi‘c backgrounds, most of the familles wera ‘
‘forced to live in rooming house districts; areas in whlch there ls a
'h:.gher rate of mobility and hence “considerable disi.nt.egrat.ion of social
controL " The control oi' his olu group was gradually relned and new
; -hablt.s and standards were bu:.lt to meet the new s:.tazatmn. ,‘I‘he older
2 generation tended to hold on ’r,o t.hc old patterns as long as poesmle‘ :
 The chudren, however, felt strongly the conﬂict. As they felt the old

5 rural controls relaxing, they tended to be increasingly inﬂnenced by

‘their new enviromment. As fésult, they fell into delinquency iﬂ W

12"rnnm., pp. 112-13. -
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cases, Their general dissatisfaction in the area can be seen from their
frequent mmring.l28

Analysis :

It is doubiful whether big cities have ever been foci of civiliza-

tion in the sense that in them there has arisen the ideal of a man

well and truly developed as a spiritual personality; today, at any

rate, the condition of things is such that true civilization needs

to be rescued from the spir:.t. that issues from them and their

inhabitants .12

The Christian sees man as being without God. He sees that "they are
all gone inside, they are all together become filthy; there is none that
doeth good; no not one,"130 Even more, he sees the man uthout God under
the active dominatlon of sa’can. The Christian man recognizes his common
creatureliness with all humans, but he also recognizes a gulf between them.

The church is in the world but not of the vorld Bl 1t sees men
divided as either for or against Christ, Its job is not merely to protect
itself from the hostility of the world, but to actively oppose 'bhe mrld
by winning men individually to its side. Its weapons in this batﬂe God

"ivem "Not by might, nor: by power, but by my spirit, saith t.hef:I.ord of

: hosts nl32 Against the mass materialism of the world the chureh fights .

with the Spirit.

129A1bert Schweitaers The Phﬂosophy of Civilization; . tranminied

from the German by Cs T Campion, (First American Editionj New Iork: ‘rhe
Macmillan Co., 1949), pe 120 i

130?331“ 1’#83. >
1313, caemmerer, op. cit., pp.LO-52.

132, charish L6,
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The church's confronting of men, however; does not take placé in a
vacuum. Millions of persons whom the church must meet are livingu: in urban
areas. Many of them have become not only men without God, but vii'tua]ly
men without ﬁumanity.133 They live in cities among people of different
backgrounds for whom they care nothing, Daily they meet thousands of '
homan beings in an impersonal,'f::echanical way. People become 80 many
obstacles to be avoided, A naﬁlral courtesy which develops from interést.
and concern for another gradually disappears. The very inhumanity of
their actions is lost sight of as gradually such action is considered
urbane and sophisticated.

Where once the individual was responsible, now the state or some
private agency has assumed control. In this great complex the individual
feels alone. He must adjust to this inhuman world. Children in these
surroundings do not feel self-reliant. They do not have a sense of per—
sonal worthj they are nervous and withdrawing. Some are never able to
make this tremendous adjustment; the city puts them into institutions.

Though the city has many organizations of every imaginable type,.

 most people do not belong %o them. The family is breaking down. The
Vnéighborhood is breaking down. But so far; the average man has nothing

to take their places. He is lonely and bewildered. How hard it is to

become accustomed to such a 1ife can be seen in the cases of those who

i moved from rural areas inté»citiém They put on city clothes _'gr';t_i‘Aat.e :

jt==-’oy food, but basically they felt lost.

Into such areas God has placed churches, Many of them have failed

88 the world has infiltra'bed thems Many are strictly for a spec.tal aacial

: 1333(:11!911‘.591‘,.'(2. EiEo, Pe lh £f.
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or racial class. But others are standing as powerhouses in their communi-
ties. They are witnessing to a new life in God. They are cailing men %o
1ift their eyes from the sordid and selfish to God: They are vitally
concerned with the individual. They are interested in his overét&ain,
his mental sluggishness, and his fears. In complete opposition to the
impersonality and inhumanity of the city, they call peop19 to spiritu{i

freedom through Christ,
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

We have considered the p;oblems of urbanization as they affé;:t the
function of the church. Our interest was not in urban phenomenon per se
but rather in the effects of urbanization on the personal relations in a
city. Since the church is working in urban areas to an increasing dag;-ee,
it must be aware of distinctively urban problems. .

In the first section we saw the effects of urbanization in occupa-
tional relationships. In particular we noted that large sca{].e machine
technology does not recognize the individual personality. It is not merely
physical fatigue which afflicts the urban worker but a sense of insignifi-
cance in view of the total job., Unemployment and distinctivé_}y ci_'_ccupa-
tional hazards decrease the securit.y of the worker. : :

Secondly, we analyzed- t.he effects of urbanization on the famﬂy
The functions of the family have changed, The present anphasi.s--is on the
Personalz.ty functions of the family in what has been termed t.ha "coupanion—
ship family." The d:.sorganization of the urban famny strucmre can be
observed in the rising diverca rates, the new status of mmen, the spread

_Of birth control, and increased mobilit.y.

The third' problem discussed dealt with recreational relationships.

| ;The cencentration of populatio{ 'f'_in cities increases the need of recreat.ion
' We noted the trends which hava ‘resulted from this increased demand for

recreational fa.cilities, both in community agencies for recreation and in
commercialized recreation. The latter in particular poses many probl

for the church. In a more t.horough way we viewed the i.nﬂuences of mving
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pictures. In conclusion, we looked at the relationship of delinquency
to recreation,

The last section looked specifically at the relationships encountered
in an urban community. They were found to be brief and imperson;l, often
to a point of rudeness. Although associations with organizations were
found to be prevalent among the professional and wealthier classes, the
majority of the manual workers did not belong to outside groups. The
effects of urbanization on personality adjustment were seen in the case
of children and adulis. Finally we attempted to show the difficulties
encountered by a rural family moving into an urban area, In all areas
we met an underlying illness which the church must meet with penetrating
understanding and a vital concern for people.

The Christian conception of the Church's social consciousness rests
on the in’c.imate relation between the individual and the community. The

Christian sees his relationshlp to the Church as members in the: Body of

Chris$, a community of the Redeemed. Real communit.y thus can only be
; established when the indiv:.duals are first united to God, and J.II Him to

- one another. The Church's IﬂioSlOﬂ, then, is to do more than cure malad—

Justments found in the fac’c.ory and the commnity. Its task is *tn win

indlviduals. The Church 1s 1nterested in t.he conmmnity becau.,e ;!.t a.ffects

; its central mission of procla:.m.ng ‘the Gospel;

The devices by which the Church invades the world are the two great
gifts of God to His peopler their love; agape, the love with which
He loved them and which now beams forth again; and their message;
the ke the light of their faith put into the hearts o,f ‘men
by the sgry of the Re&eemeral :

IBhR. Caemmerers; OP. E}_E., pe 10h.
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