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INTRODUCTION

These pages represent the observations of an Army
Chaplain. They state impressions formed over a protracted
period and give certain conclusions based on these observa-
tions., It should be stated at the very beginning that no
claim is made for infallibility, and it is recognized that
some persons would debate some points, deny others., The
very nature of the subject makes this inevitable., We are
dealing with a subject in which statistics have little mean-
ing. Personal observations and impressions may be questioned.
In these chapters the writer claims only to present the sub-
ject as 1t appears to him, others may agree or disagree with
statements madse,

The writer's opportunities for observation were fairly
extensive, His active service in the Army beszan on Christmas
Day, 1941, at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Serving there in a
Replacement Center until October of the following year, he had
an opportunity to observe the men who had come from civilian
life only a week before, and who were now to be molded into
soldiers, I'or three years following the writer worked among
men who were stationed in Panama as a part of the force de=-
fending the Pnnama Canal. He there ministered to men on
various Air Bases and made frequent visits to small outposts.
Four voyages on Army Transports between Panama and New Orleans

A
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gave further opportunities to come to know men under condi-
tions of intimacy that can be found only on shipboard. These
opportunities are climaxed by duty in a hospital of the
Veterans Administration where men are receiving treatment
“or tuberculosis. Many of these are combat veterans and some
of them contracted the disease while in enemy prison camps.
Dedside visits in a hospital in hundreds of cases have served
to strengthen impressions received while dealingwith men in
the field,

It should be noted that these observations were made
of men who were far removed from the dangers and'hardships
of actual combat, Under those conditions of extreme stress
attitudes in individuals are more pronounced. Only one who
has been with men in combat would be qualified to write on

that subject.




CIIAPTER I
THE VARIOUS RELIGIOUS GROUPS

With men drawn from every walk of life and from every
class and segment of our American society, it was inevitable
that the sects and divisions of American religious life
should also be found In the Army, but with the difference
that all of them were thrown more closely together than in
civilien life., There were no divisions created by economic
differences, there was no wrong side of the tracks, And
while ﬁhe civilian clergyman is ordinarily limited to a very
large extent to work among the memvers of hils parish, and
while these in reneral are from one economic group, in the
military service he met with men of every shade of religious
belief and of no religious belief. As stated, all religious
and non religious groups were represented. The following

clagssification would be fairly inclusive,

No Religious Background

There was a fairly large segment of men without a
religious background. These men were thoroughly pagan.
They had received no more Christian education or training
than has the native of darkest Africa. It was significant
to note that many of these came from homes that had been

-3-
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brolken by separation or divorce. Dut others had grown up in
normal famllies, and in those families there had never been
the slightest trace of any religious life. Ilaving grown up
without giving any place in their life to religion, they
felt no need of religion when they found themselves in
strange surroundings. Whether thelr attitude changed in
combat could be stated only by one who has observed condi-
tions there.

These men in practically no instance avalled them=-
selves of the opportunity for religious worship. Occasion-
ally, though rarely, they sought the service of a chaplain
in a non-spiritual capacity. Further experience with such
men shows that they rarely feel the need of a religious
ministry even when they are critically ill and know that
they will not recover. Stress and illness may serve to
nake a man return to religious teachings which he may have
avandoned; they do not seem ordinarily to have any effect
upon a man who has never known any religious loyalty. This

group is not as small as many persons might like to believe.

Protestants in General

In the statistical records of the Army men were
grouped into four classes for purposes of tabulation. These
were Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, and No Religion, As an
approximation of these totals the followlng would serve as
a fair example. Protestant, 63%; Catholic 31%; Jewish, 1%;

Yo Religion, 5%, A unit with a large proportion of men from
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the South would show fewer Catholics, one from a metropoli-
tan area would show a higher percentage of Catholic men and
Jews. DBut these officisl flgures were largely without mean-
ing. They were fairly accurate as pertaining to Catholiecs
and Jows, As for the Protestant groups these figures were of
practically no meaning. Many of the men who indicated a Prot-
estant preference meant only to indicate that the? were not
Catholics., Yith the total church membership of the United
States numbering hardly more than one half of the total popu-
lation, the figure of 95% arrived at by totaling the number
of those who indicated a_ religious preference, is obviously
without meaning. The approximate 5% who indicated no relig-
jious preferenée included the very small number who professed
athelsm and those who were encmies of the Church, and others
who were critical of any form of religion.

len of Christian Science churches, Yormons, and other
minority groups were counted as Protestants, Iiembers of the
Greek Orthodox Church generally attended Catholic services,

The Protestant chaplain was charged with the duty of
ministering to a very mixed group. His responsibility ex-
tended from the lligh Church Episcopalian to members of sects
that shunned every suggestion of liturgy. Obviously no order

of service could be found that would be acceptable to every-

one. However it was the consensus of opinion among experienced

and successful chaplains that a happy medium existed which

would be acceptable to the largest number of church-going
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personnel. The service had to be dignified under all cir-
cums tances, not informal. It was desirable to have a Respon-
sive Reading, the Gloria Patri, the Lord's Prayer spoken in
unison. The present writer found no exception taken to the
use of the Apostles Creed,

DiEElisSen acknoﬁledged fact that church attendance in
most Protestant churches is very poor. Oniy & relatively
small proportion of the membership of a church attends services
on any given Sunday. Naturally this condition would be evi-
dent also in the Army. The soldier had no family to urge him
to attend, he was not induced to go by the possibility of
meeting friends whom he would not otherwise see, he need fear

no visit from the minister if he stayed away. In one respect‘qk

|

came there to worship. In twenty years in the ministry this \

this operated in favor of the chaplain, for it provided him

with a very receptive audience. The man who came to church

writer has never found a congregation so appreciative as the
ones he found in the Army. His hearers consisted of the very
best of the membership of the various Protestant churches. The
indifferent rarely came to church.

A somewhat closer look at the various groups is

afforded by the following.

Calvinists - Pentecostal Groups

Under this heading would come such groups as Southern
Baptists, Nazarenes, the Pentecostal and Holiness groups.
They were distinguished from others by a greater degree of

religious fervor than was ordinarily found among Protestants.
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They also had a better understanding of the doctrines of
Christianity. In most instances they were better church-
coers thon others., Their reaction fo such sermons as a
Lutheran cheplain would preach was not altorether favorable,
they were not accustomed to a sermon that was carefully pre-
pared in advance and delivered in a dignified manner. They
would have preferred an informal sermon, delivered in the
style of a revivalist, abounding in stories and illustrations,
and carrying a strong appeal to the emotions rather than.to
the understanding. While they agreed with the presching of
the truths of sin and grace, most of them probably would have
maintained that a Lutheran chaplain did not go all the way in
preaching the Gospel. However they would at least attend his
services, whereas some of them would not do that in the case

of a chaplein that preached liberalism,

‘The Fuﬁdamentalist Groups
Many of the leading denominatlions of our country
harbor both lodernists and Fundamentalists among their clergy,
and the lines between thoem are not always clearly drawn. This
same difference was found in the Qervice men from those denom-
inations., There were some among them who accepted the saving
truths of the Chriétian religion, there were others who did
not know what a Christian believes. lany did not know of tﬁe
differences between clergymen of their own church body and
of the controversy between orthodoxy and liberalism. And had

they known of them, they would probably have regarded the
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matter as of little moment. They had grown up amidst the
doctrinal indifference of modern Protestantism, and these
differences seem unimportant to them. The ficht against
liodernism which has been carried on in such denominations
as the Presbyterian does not seem to have been talken up by
young laymen. This writer at least saw little that would

g0 indicate.

Lutherans - llissouri Svnod

During ﬁhe course of the war our Synodical church
papers contained many accounts and brought many pictures of
groups of Lutheran men attending a Lutheran service conducted
by a chaplain of their Church., %This has led to the general
belief that the men of our Church made a splendid record in
the matter of church attendance. ©Since the end of the con-
flict this question has been much discussed in our circles,
also in gatherings of chaplains, and of late there has been
rmuch less satisfaction with conditions as they actually were.

Pictures and reports gave only a part of the story,
and that the best part. 1t must be remembered that in almost
all cases when a distinctly Lutheran service was held, it had
been arrenged to serve the men of meny units., If a picture
showed one hundred men at a service, these were perhaps only
a small proportion of the Lutheran men in the various units
ropresented. The picture showed the men who were actually
present, but there was nothing to indicate that perhaps more

Lutheran men had not thought it important to attend a service




of theilr own Church,

The»e no statistics to show how faithful our men
were, The writer hasg sboken to two chaplains of our Church
who both saw long service in infantry divisions with a large
number of Lutheran men in each unit. >hey had received a
roster of those men and in repeated instances mailed notices
of Lutheren communion services. %They both estimated that only
one half of those notified responded even once to their re-
peated letters.

ihe writer served where changes of personnel were
Trequent and for that reason could not make accurate observa-
tions over a period of time. It would be possible to enumerate
many instances of ocutstanding loyeslty to Church. Nany Lutheran
men were regular in their church attendance. <“ut there were
many others who attended rarely or not at all. It would be
unwarranted to feel that men of our Church made an outstand-
ing record in their attendance at the services conducted by a
chanlain of our Synod. 1t should also be noted that chaplains
of other denominations found Lutherans better church-goers
than were others, so the element of loyalty to a clergyman
of their own Church and to its ministry dare not be over
emphasized. #And if Lutherans proved better than others in
this matter, it was not because their record was so splendid,
but rather because other Protestants were so woefully weak

in this respect.
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o one would seriously question that in general men
of the llissourl Synod have received a bettor religious
education than have the men of any other Profestant Church.
The results were apparent, as is demonstrnted by the fact
previously stated that they were better church-goérs than
. were the others, Dut taking all things into considefation,
one may well hold that more might have been expected of
thﬂm. They had received a good religious education, the
home Church and the pastor maintained a contact with them
in almost every instance, the Army and Navy Commission gave
assurance of the concern of the Church for their spiritual
welfare, 0o other denomination went to such expense to
show its concern. True, there were many instances of out-
standing loyalty. ‘“here were_Lutheran men' who exerted a
snlendid influence for good. But there were also indications
to show that we must be even more determined to increase the
educatlional facilities in our congregations, and that we
must work even harder to instill a sense of Lutheran loyalty,
and that not for its own sake, but because loyalty to Christ
and loyalty to the Church of Christ must ever go hand in

hand,

Other Lutherans

The writer had many contacts with Lutheran men and
of ficers of other Lutheran bodies, came to know many of them
very well, and often had discussions with them. In some few

instances they originated in sections of the United States
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where the liissouri Synod is not well represented. These men
knew of our Synod only from hearsay, and thelr knowledge was
mainly of our 'strict! stand on lodgery and unionism. Some
of them confessed that they had once felt a stronger kinship
to the Heformed bodies than to the Lutherans of the Missouri

Synod., 1t was significant to note that this feeling had been

lost by men who had frequently visited Lutheran Service Centers,

or who had become acquainted with our members in civilian
churches, Individuals from the various groups constituting
the A.L.C. or the U.L.C. generally showed a lack of the
awareness of the gulf between true Lutheranism and the rest
of Protestantism. They did not see the cvils of unionism
and of lodgery asseen by a well-informed member of the
Missourl Synod. -Howevar the writer found among them in many
instances a far stronger sense of Lutheran loyalty than he
had expected to find, and many of them also gave evidence
of a very fine indoctrination. Certainly it would be an
injustice to them to make the assertion that the men of the
Missouri Synod showed themselves to be more loyal and more

appfeciative of the blessings enjoyed by the Lutheran Church,

The Effect of liodernism

lYen in the armed forces of VWorld War II grew from
childhood to manhood during the two decades in which ¥odernism
captured much of American Protestantism. Dut only a small
proportion of the membership of the churches in which

llodernism made its greatest inroads have an awareness of what
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actually took place, if one may judge from the attitudes of
young men. This condition is not surprising in view of the
strategy of liodernists, They carefully avoided stating the
issues 1n the controversy; better yet, they avoided giving
the impresaion that a controversy existed. They tried where-
ever possible to follow the method of one minister who in a
moment of frankness declared that he was changing the faith
of his members, but that they did not know it. UNinisters
opposed to Yodernism gradually died off or were relegated to
small and unimportant parishes. DMNModernism moved in without
concerted opposition. liost of the soldiers who came from
church-connected homes had grown up while the change was
taking place.

A1l well-informed men had of course heard the terms
"Fundamentalism” and "%iodernism"; only a small proportion of
them knew what the words actually meant. A Fundamentalist
was often thought of as belonging to a group that might more
accurately be designated as Pentecostal or Hloliness, pléc-
ing great emphasis on emotionalism. The general concept of
a Fundamentalist minister would picture him as poorly edu-
cated, uncultured man who was qualified to serve only among
the least-educated element of our population. Yn the other
hand, a Modernist minister would most likely be thought of
as a progressive and aggressive individual, abreast of the
timeé. Of the true distinction betweenrthe two there was
little understanding. <1t 1s also noteworthy that amonc the

very few individuals who did understand the issue, there
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was rarely the conviction that adherence to Christian truth
demanded that a true Christian separate himself from a church
that had surrendered to error. A man might feel that his
church had changed its position, he did not feel thaf this
siiould compel him to leave such a church for the sake of his
conscience,

If it is true that few men knew of the nature of the
conflict between these twe forces, this does not mean that
they had been little affected by its existence., The contrary
if true. DNen had grown up without definite and positive
instruction in Christian doctrine. In place of that he had
been imbued with nothing more than a mild religious sentiment.
There was little understanding of even the most elemental
truths of Christianity. The average man knew woefully little
about the Lible, and even that little was known mostly by
hearsay., If asked upon what a person's hope of s=2lvation
must rest, the answer usually indicated some form of work-
richteousness. lhis melancholy fact confronts anyone who
looks closely at the work of the largest Protestant denomin-
ations; there is little in thelr work to which they can point

with pride.

An Estimate Of The Future Of Protestantism

llaking predictions 1s dangerous business, and this is
not intended to be a prophecy of what may be in store for that
large segment of the Christian Church which is generally lumped
together under the heading "Protestantism". But a few con-

clusions may be stated.
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To the writer it is inconceivable that any pastor
who served as a chaplain should be optimistic about the
future of this Protestantism.. To argue simply, as meny do,
that at long last the various churches have learned to work
together, end that therefore the future is bright, is too
shallow to warrant consideration. In order to thrive a church
must have a firm foundation, and the Protestantism above re-
ferred to has no such foundation, for much of it has aban-
doned the only Foundation a church can have. The present
tendency to view with alerm the progress of Catholiclism is
not the answer. # s long as coﬁditions remain basically as
they now are, it may be expected that Protestantism will
eontinue to lose ground to Homanism on the one hand, and to
a growing paganism and-materialisﬁ on the other hand,

If Protestantism is to recoup any lost ground or
even to hold its present position, it must again learn to
speak with authority. It must iearn to say again, "Thus
saith the Lord". It must return to a Gospel that is re-
vealed from heaven. <*t must learn agaln that its strength
must come from God, and not from human organization and
unions. <+t must concern itself with men's souls rather
than with their temporal wellbeing. Having done that it must
revitalize 1ts teaching agencies and give 1ts members a
thorough instruction in the fundamental doctrines of Chris-
tianity. No meassures short of the above will be sufficient

to bring about a flourishing Protestantlsm.
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The question arises whether Lutheranism can be of any
assistance to Protestantism in bringing this about. Whether
it owes any such obligation to heterodox churches will not:
be considered here., Suffice it to say that under existing
conditions its influence cannot te expected to be great. The
many divisions within butheranism are sufficient grounds for
this claim. As long as it cannot combine all Lutherans in a
united stand for the truth, it cannot expect to spesk to non-
Lutherans with any degree of authority, It must first set
its own house in order. Furthermore it would have to have
a corps of men who are recognized as outstanding scholars
in various branches of theology even more than 1s the case
today. +hen 1ts pastors must be better prepared to face the
world and testify boldly, with authority and with ability,
overcoming the present tendency to remain aloof lest our
position be endangered. <To sum up: Lutheranism still has
much to achieve before it can exert a great influence on the

rest of Protestantism,

Catholicism In The “rmy

“he Catholie Church enjoyed the most satisfactory
position of any religlous group in the Army. The Catholic
chaplain was practically the pastof of a Cafholic congregation,
Wihereas a Protestﬁnt chaplain was charged with the responsi-
bility of conducting religious services to which men of many
religioﬁs groups were drawn, normally the Catholic chaplain

ministered only to men of his own faith. While Army fRegula-
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tions provided that a chaplain should conduct a general
service for men not of his faith when no other chaplain was
available, this was rarely done. The writer knows of only
one instance where a Catholic chaplain conducted a general
service, and thaet was a temporary arrangement. And it was
generally understood that a Protestant chaplain could not
conduct a service that would be acceptable to men of the
Catholic faith,

Y0 all essential purposes then.a Catholic chaplain
ministered to a Catholic parish on an Army post., Fe observed
all the holidays and performed all Catholic rites. Usually
o daily mass was held. Confessions were heard on a2 regular
schedule, Ysually there were men who were receiving religious
instruction, generally parties to a mixed marriage. Such
men would be confirmed by the civilian Bishop who held
jurisdiction in the area if the opoorturity afforded. The
same advantapgeous position held by the Catholie Church in
American civilian 1ife was also enjoyed in the Army. <+ts
ability to gain special privileges was evident. It was a
generally accepted fact that no pains dare be spared to
make it possible for a Catholic chaplain to meet his
apnointments, and that provision must be made to allow
Catholic men to worship. There was much less concern about
services for Protestant men. Hisgh ranking officers would
frequently go out of their way to pay a compliment to

Catholic chaplains or to the Catholic Church.
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The efficlency of the hierarchy was demonstrated in

the selection of its chaplains., Wide publicity has been
given to statements and articles comparing Prctestant and
Catholic chaplains to the discredit of the former. In the
oninion of this observer that criticism was often justified.
ihlleo he obhserved Catholic chaplains who were totally unfitted
for their office, these were not meny. Usually thelr men
were well chosen, whille the quality of other new cheplains
dropped ste=sdily as the war grew longer. Usually the Catholic
chaplain enjoyed the respect of all men. £Ee usually evidenced
qualities of leadership. Ye hed learned better than the aver-
age Protestant chaplain how to get along with men. Ee could
be loyal to hils religious beliefs and practises, insist upon
his rights if necessary, and not make himself ridiculous in
doing so. This could not be said of all Protestant chaplains.

From a strictly religious point of view, however, the
GCatholic chaplain was often deserving of censure. In too
many inatances to bo dismissed as exceptional, hne was given
to profanity. Often ho'was an inveterate gasmbler, and not }
only in gemos where the stakes were small, Public drinking . 1
in of ficers clubs and elsewhere was the common practice. The
man-made lews of the Church, such as those demanding fasting
before mass were scrupulously obeyed, the much higher laws

of God were of ten ignored. Army Hegulations too were often

flaunted, but the Church was obeyed.
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Usually the Catholic soldier carried his lovalty to
his Church into the military service., Often his first inquiry
upon arriving at a new station was the whereabouts of a
Catholic chaplain. EKe was usually provided with an abundance
of religious medals, and a Protestant chaplain would sometimes
te asked to bless some wmedal newly received, being mistaken,
of course, for a priest. ©Out this loyalty often sh1owed it-
self to be a loyalty to outward forms and ceremonies, and
sometimes it was superstition rather than faith,v Cften his
religion made no effect upon his 1life, He could be just as
profane as a ncn-religious man, There was also this difference
batween Protestants and Catholiecs, When a Protestant man'went
wrong morally, he usually stopped attending services. e felt
that his gin had created a break with the religion he had pro-
fessed, and that joining in worship would be an sct of hypece-
risy. A Catholic man guilty of the same offense would gener=-
ally continue in his religious observance, in fact would some=-
times grow more zealous 1n attendance upon the outward

observance of religious dutles.




CIAPTER II
ATTITUDES IN INDIVIDUALS

The following attempts to set forth-the beliefs and
concepts of the average service man. In a large group of
men there will naturally be a great range of understanding.
A relatively small proportion will give evidende of a good
relipgious training and a fine Christisn understanding., At
the opposite extreme will be found a relatively small croup
with virtually no opinion about matters religious, and no
interest in the subject. The writer feels that the follow-
ing sets forth the position of the 1érﬂe middle group. How
were these impressions obtained? In several ways. Some from
personal conversations with individuals. In the course of a
day a chaplain would engage in conversations with perhaps
dozens of men, and in these almost any kind of a subject
might te discussed. In other instances they were obtained
at second hand. Lvery chaplain had a circle of friends con-
sisting mainly of those who were most faithful in their
Christianity. In Pible Class or in di scussion groups the
chaplain had many contacts with them and came to know them
intimately. Singly and in small groups they might appear
at the chaplain's office in their idle hours. These in

-19-
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turn would often speak of thelr contacts with others, and of
the endless "bull sessions” in barracks and elsewhere with
which men sought to relleve the tedium of a monotonous exis-
tence. Some might feel inclined to doubt the validity and
tiie value of impressions so obtalned, anyone who has experi-

;encoed Army 1life will not find it difficult to understand.

Concept Of God .

The average man velieves in a personal God. But he
has Tew ideas of the nature of that God., This is one of the
evil results of the failure of churches to have an effective
agency for the religious training of children, The God in
whom the man professed to believe was not One to whom he
felt closely related. Le would have no inclination to
profess that "in Him we live and move and have our being".
Only the man with a better than average religious education
knew the most elementary truths about the Triune God. Ee'
had heard the terms Father, Son, and Holv Spirit, but he had
virtually no conception of their meaning, Some regarded ‘
these names as different ways of speaking of the same Person.
There was little understanding of Christ ss the pre-existing
Son of God. There was only the most hazy notion of the work
of the Eoly Ghost: The pupil in a Lutheran confirmation |
class who has completed the study of the Creed had a far
be tter undersﬁanding of the nature of God than does the

average vouth. : ]
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Of God's Providence. The Individual's Need of God

But if the knowledge of God was very hazy, there was
a surprisingly strongbelief in God's providence. A man's
conception of God might be ever so vazue, but he did believe
~that the universe was ordered by God and that God also shapes
‘the destiny of the individual. %hus many men were sure from
the very bverinning of the war that our nation would triumph
over its enemles. Our enemies advocated an evil cause, but
we were on the side of right, therefore God would helﬁ us
to gain the victory. Perhans this belief could be traced
to the influence of the “ocial Goapel in modern Protestant-
ism, with its belief that in the end good must always
triumph over evil. lien were also quick to see in the bounti-
ful harvests of the war years an evidence that God favored
our cause and another indication that our csuse was jﬁst.

Since belief 1n God's providence was common, it was
also natural that there should be acknowledgment of God's
coodness when some special blessing had been received. On
an Air Base where everyone was aware of the hazards of flylng,
and where narrow escapes were frequent, there was a general
readiness to express the belief that in certaln instances
only God's protection had averted some acéident. The
expression, "The Lord was certainly watching over us", was
often heard, and it was not meant as an idle statement. In
the case of outstanding military achievements there was a

desire to give thanks to God. <Services of thanksgiving for
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the successful-invasion‘of Furvpe were attended by large
nunbers. +“hen Japan surrendered, and after masny reports and
donials of surrender had created general confusion, and hsad
caused previous plans for a servicse of thanksgiving to be

abolished, the authentic announcement of final victory brought

considerable numbers of men to Army chapels, driven by a spon- -

taneous desire to give thanks to Ged.

It was only natural that as a result of the lack of
definite religlous educatlion many occurrences would raise
questions that could not be answered satisfactorily. In
the event of accldents involving death to military personnel,
the inevitable question of "why this man"? was ssked, and of
course ho satisfagtory answer could be giveno In other
instances men simply resorted to fatalism. "His number was
up", "His time had come". CSometimes too there was super-
stition. Thus the writer frequently observed among men who
wore uneasj about travel by plane, a vefy evident satisfaction
when they found that a chaplain was also going to travel on
the same plane. :

But there was little or no evidence that men gener-
ally felt the need of a living relationship with God. They
did not feel a need of God, but rather the need of the things
that God could give. They wanted ﬁis protection, His bounty,
His blessing, but they did not feel that they needed Iis

presence in:all their life. There was little evidence of

spiritual hunger, of thirsting after a righteousness that

SR - [Ty
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only God could supply. Yo be joined to God by falth in Jesus
Christ, to believe that everything must be done 1n the fear
and love of God, all this was forelgn to the thinking of the
averase sorvice man. Tane general attitude was that a man
might need God in life's emergencies, but as long as things
weare goihg reasonably well there was no need to be concerned
ebout man's relationshlp with God.

There 1is a slight possibility that this picture of
the situation is drawn too darkly. The service man who
professed to be a Protestant was very reluctant to glve
expression to the truths he believed in his innermost heart,
much more so than was the Catholic man. 1t is possible that
deep down in his heart there was a stronger falth and a deeper
understanding than surfade appearances would indicate. But
from what could be discerned in ordinary conversation, the

above would be a description of his general attitude.

Concepnt of Sin
The service man was always a realist, and for that
reason there was no inclination to deny that sin exists. He
looked nron such things as adultery and drunkenness as being
ginful, but that.would not necessarily keep him from becoming
gullty of them. 'Perhaps the best illustration of this
attitude is in the matter of profanity. DMen knew that the

misuse of God's name was sinful, no attempt was made to deny
that., But the individual guilty of the sin would sometimes

attempt to excuse his conduct by saying that he "didn't mean
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anything by 1t"., With this sin as with others, the mere
knowledge of the fact that they were wrong was not enough
to keep men from committing them.

There was no general wuiderstanding of the real nature
of sin. Hen did not regard every sin es an affront to God,.
They did not belleve in man's total depravity snd in God's
wraeth over even a single sin. <f one may Judge by the atti-
tude of the men in the armed forces, the concept of original
sin is no longer held by the average msmber of most Protestént
churches, 7To assert that a little child is.by nature sinful
would have met with a quite genersl deniml. There was =
general belief that men 1s not porfect and that he commlts
sinsg, but there was no inclination to regard this as a serious
matter, and to helleve that man must find a way to be cleansed
of his sin, Whether men in combat, aware of the possitility
of death at any moment, showed a2 greater awareness of the
real nature of personal sin is a question that cannot be
answered here., £Hut among others there was little or no
evidence of a sense of personal guilt, no general conscious=-

ness that man must in some way find deliverance from the

guilt of his sins.

Concept Of Crace

With & very imperfect understanding of the nature of
sin and of man's guilt, it is natural that there could be no
proper concept of the grace of God. Since they did not really

know the Law, there could be no ﬁroper evaluation of the
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Gospel. fTrue, men did believe that God would forgive. But
how this was to take place and what is the ground of forgive-
necss, of these matters there was & genoeral lack of knowledge,
and indifference. ilost views held showed reliance on self=-
righteousness. Cranted that every man commits some sins, if
he also does some good things, the good will cancel the evil.
Some of the viewsheld were even more unworthy of God. <‘erhaps
the man would not have stated it quite so bluntly, but often
he seemed to think that God does make some very exacting de-
mands, and that men do not measure up to those demands, the
threats against sin will not be carried oul as severely as
men once belleved. In the end all men will ve saved, except
for the very wicked like &ltler, and men who wilfully fight
against God,.

The above is not intended to mean that there were no
mon who knew the way of salvation. 1t i3 intended to repre-
sont what might be called the majority view, There were men
who trusted in the grace of God in Christ Jesus. Lut these
men were in the minority even among those who had been regu-
lar church-goers before entering the Service, and they did
not ordinarily come from the larger Protestant groups. In
private discussions with men who had a religious background,
it was frequently found that the teaching of "sola gratia" had
never been grasped. VYhere it has not been completely crowded
out by the soclal gospel, synergism has at least been per-
mitted to undermine this comforting and assuring doctrine

of the Christian faith.
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Authority Of Scripture

As far as the writer knows no surveys were made among
service men to determine their knowledge of the “ible. figq
such a survey been made, it would have revealed an a“ysmal
isnorance. Xost of the men with whom chaplains dealt had
éttended Sunday School, but it was very evident that most
instruction in Sunday School had not led to a good knowledpe
of the Bible., liearly every man carried a lew Testamant; but
that does not imply that he was a regular and earnest réader.
Even his casual reading was usually limited to the'Gospéks
of the remainder of the tew Testament he knew ver? little,

The writer made it a general practise to conduct one
or ﬁwo Bible Classes, The attondance would consist almbst
entirely of those who were most inclined to take religibn"
seriously, and who had been in the habit of attending Sunday
School as civilians. -~ut even among these it was the general
practise to consult the index when asked to refer to scme
Dible passage. UNor can the Lutheran Church claim that it

is the exception, and that its members have a good general

¥nowledge of the Bible. The Lutheran who knew his Eible well
was the exception and not the rule. 1t was also true in some

instancea that a Lutheran might know much more about his

eatechlism than about his Bible.

It was generally acknowledged that the Slble is the
highest authority in all things spiritual. There was little
or no inclination to question its account of historical facts,
as far as these were known to the individual. The Flood, the

Exodus, the occupation of the Yromised Land, something of
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tiie reign of David and Solomon, these were the historical facts
of the 0ld Testament generally known at least in outline, and
they were accepted without question. The main historical facts
of the “‘ew Testament centerins about the life of Christ were
also matters of fairly common knowledge, and they were like-
wise accepted.

In matters of doctrine there was likewise a willingness
to accept the teachings of the Eible as being the highest
authority, but with certain limitations. Human reason was
not to be ruled out completely. The average service man, for
instance, would accept the Reformed doctrine of the Lord's
Supper rather than the Lutheran. it was more reasonable to
him and was therefore to be preferred. ke bélieved too that
some statements in the Dible were vague and could be inter-
preted in sevoral ways, and one interpretation might be
just as mood as the other. lle did not see any great necessity
for insisting on purity of doctrine. To sum up, in theory
he accepted the 5ible as authoritative. Dut in fact he knew
comparativelyvlittle about it, and he did not feel that it
was Ilmperative for him to increase his knowledge.

It should be stated that there was usually a small
number of deeply religlous men who were diligent readers of
the Bible. It was not unusual for little groups of kindred
spirits to meet for the express purpose of reading the
Sceriptures. Gererally these were from the smallest sects

and would have to be branded as fanatics. Usually they
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placed all emphasis on certain pet doctrines to the disregard
of others, and sometimes'insisted~that a certain terminology
must be employed. The writer recalls one man who 1nsisted
that a Christian minister must "preaéh The Blood", and held
that the refusal to be bound to preach the CGospel in those

identical words was a refusal to preach the CGospel properly.

Nature And Purpose Qi The Church

To the average service man the word "ehurch" had to
e used with some denomination in order to have any meaning.
It had to be the "Presbyterien Church" or the "PRaptist Church".
Usually he was not familiar with any doctrine of the Invisible
Church, The use of the Apostles' Creed in public worship
often brought forth inquiries about the meaning of the term
"The communion of saints". His conception of the Christien
Church was that 1t was an outward-orgapization of many pafts
and groups, easch group consisting cf a body of psople who had
voluntarily affillated with if, some for selfish reasons, but
most because they believed it a good thing to belong to an
organization of such high nature. In his thinking the

Church was merely a visible organization.

The purpose of the Church was to offer men inspira-
tion and instruction and in general to keep the things most
worth while before them. There was only a slight conception
of the Church as a teaching agency. While 1t was to prepare
men for eternity, even this was only in an indirect way. Lts

main purpose was to help men live a proper life, and 1f a
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man 1lives a proper 1life he will be prepared for eternity.
ilany believed that a person could live just as satisfactorily
outside of the Church as within it. To separate from a con-
gregation, or simply to stop attending services because of
some dissatisfaction was not regarded as a serious matter,
lany believed that a person could live just as well outside
of the Church.

Every chaplain frequently encountered men who claimed
to be members of a certain denomination even though they
might not have attended a service 6f that church in many
years., They seemed to believe that just as a person auto-
matically becomes an American citizen by being born of
Emerican parents, even so one might in the same way become
a momber of the “ethodist Church. Another curious trait
was the reluctance of persons to transfer their church mem-~
bership when changing thelir residence. They might attend
church in their new home and contribute to its support,
but they would hold their membership or "keep their letter"

in their former church.

Distinction Between Churches

To most men the divisions of the Christian Church

are regrettable and unnecessary. They felt that most churches
should unite, not in order to remove the errors which separate
them, but in order to operate more efficiently and to remove
the rivalry between the various denominations. The belief

that doctrinal differences separate them and that errors
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keep them apart, was not generally held. The doctrinal
differences of which men were vaguely aware were differeﬁces
of emphasis more than differences in substance. The average
man could see no great difficulty in the way of a union of
most Protestant bodies,

The situation with regard to the Catholic Church was
somowhat.diffarent. To the Catholic service man the thought
of union with any other ciiurch was of course unthinkable,
Among men of Protestant background there was a general anti-
Catholic sentiment, even though it was generally mild. Hen
disliked it because of 1ts strict stahd on some questions,
bacause of its dictatorial stand-in matters of the religious
life of the individual, and because of its unigque modes of
worship. Seldom was the anti-Catholic sentiment due to the
fact that this church has 15 ccuntless instances forsaken the

vasic teachings of the Holy Scriptures.

The Migsion Of The Christian Church

The mission of the Christian Church, as the average
man thinks of i%, has been alluded to in the foregoingz, Ie
Goes not see it as an inatitution established by God to preach
the VWord and to administer tie Sacraments in order that by
these means of grace men might obtaln eternal 1life., Host
men seem to think of the Christian Vhurczh as being helpful
rather than essential, helpful because it:ospeaks out against
evils, and because it always supports the gcod. bBSut its main

work 1s to be: seen in thils world rather than in the next.
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Some Conclusions

The Christian Church does not stand as high in the
esteem of most men as all lovers of the Church.desire. lien
do not give it that honor we would like to see it receive.
Various reasons can be given, The Catholic Church is disliked
because of its strict stand in some matters, because of its
rites and ceremonies that are strange to many, and because
many of 1ts adherents give no evidence of any uplifting
influence in their life. Protestant churches are not always
hold inrespect, and likewise for a variety of reasons.
Iollywood portrayals of Protestant congregations micht well
be considered as one reason., +he manner in which these
churches are portrayed in most modern writing is another,

The conduct of members who profess one thing and practice
another has played a part. £Put perhaps the largest sinzle
fault lies with the clergy. The ministry has attracted too
many second-rate men, and in many ways these have contributed
to a decline in the standing of the churches in the eyes of
the public. If the churches are not universally esteemed,
candor compels the admission that they do not always merit

esteem,

It 413 also noteworthy that most Protestant churches

do not have a strong hold on their members. Any church

worker in the field of home missions labors under an unwar-
ranted assumption if he belleves that most people feel the

need of membership in a church. As long as condlitions in



-32=-

the world remain about as they are, and as long as the churches

carry on thelr work as at present, there will be less and less

ground for this assumption. The Protestant denominations in
general are gradually losing their influence over thelr own
people, and they are slowly declining in the esteem of non-

memners.,
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CHAPTER III

RELIGIOUS READING

Periodicals Little Read

Extensive librarles were provided on installations
that were of a more or less permanent nature. Religlous
orgcanizations quité generally availed themselves of thé
opportunity to provide denominational publications., But °
these were not read by any large number of men. Lven the
nmost faithfoul church members showed little inclination to
lteep themselves informed of developments in their own church
body. len of the liissouri Synod were no exceptions. Walther
League llessengers were displayed prominently on the chepel
tract rack, but only rarely were copies carried away unless

the chaplain suggested to individuals that they take a copy.

Tracts And Pamphlets

There was a greater interest in tracts. ¥rocured
from various sources and displayed in the vestibule of the
chapel, these were inspected by many persons, and the supply
had to be replenished constently. A mimeographed Sunday
Bulletin with the order of service and other brief items
was always welcome, and_most copies were retained and
carried from the chapol. In the experlence of the writer
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the printed sermon and order of service provided by our
Army and ¥avy Commlssion and made available for general
distribution, did not find a great demand. First put on
disvnlay at a time when little religious literature was avail-
avle, many coples were taken. Thereafter, they generslly

remained on the tract tasble,

Books By Aasch, Yosdick

The better libraries had a small section of religious
books. Since most reading was for the purpoée of relief from
boredoma; fiction was most in demand, However there were
always a few men who were interested in non-fiction, and vho
would read a book of a religious nature if it ﬁeld out prom-
ise of having something to offer. The books by Aasch and
Fosdick were perhaps the most read. Eut they did not seem

to create a sufficient impact to call forth much diécussion.

The Robe

A very popular novel among all classes of wilitary
personnel was The Robe by Douglas. For a long period there
was a waiting list in one library, though several copies
were in circulation, Its appeal was alike to Catholics,
Protestants and non-religious men. It was widely discussed
and was uniformly praised. Yet in very, very few instances
was there any reference to the issue 1t must present to any
thoughtful reader. This novel depicts Christ as belng no

more than a man, yet few roaders seemed to regard that as




-35-

a serious fault even when that was called to thelr attention.

Dearth Of Scholarly Conservative DBooks

Every library maintained by the Armed Forces demon-
strated a very significant deficlency that likewise exists
in every civilian public libfary. There is a lack of
scholarly books by writers 6f conservative religious beliefs,
The writer finds that in his hcs?ital work he isg at a dis-
advantage over against Qatholic chaplains_in'thiﬁ respect,
Thev have éoma excellont materials to set forth their position,
ihere is a crring nced in Lutheran and Protestant circles for
books that are scholarly and which do justice to Evangelical

Christianity.




IAPTER IV
ATTITUDES AUL CONDUCT

Ranking Officers Of The Hegular Army

The treatment of this subject might best Legin at
the top, among the highest ranking officers. HNormally the
positions of highest authority were occupied by men of the
Regular Army with the rank of Colonel or General. To
generalize about a group of men is always hazardous, and it
must be stated that the writer personally observed a few men
hich rank in the Regular Army and hesrd of others who
appeared to be men of high character and conduct. But these
men were 1n the minority. It was more common to find men in
high positions who seemed to be utterly lacking in all moral
perception. In many instances generals were known to live
in illiecit relationships‘with women, and sometimes parties
were held on Army posts with high ranking officers 1n
attendance, or even sponsored by those officers, which
could only be classed as orgles. Outside the limits of
the Continental United States where public sentiment was
not a force to be reckoned with, men in high positions
could cast aside all restraint, and there they often showed
themselves to be utterly without“morals. ¥oney provided by
the people of the Uhitéd States for the waging of war was

-36-
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squandered to satisfy personal whims, Luxurious planes

and yvachts were malntained for the use of generals, In rare
instances where some member of this group was accused of
some irregularity or offense, there seehed to be a general
arreement to have him escape punishment'altoEether, or to
receive a punishment much less cevere that a minor officer
or an enlisted man would have rgceived for 2 lesser offense,
Some of these officers were graduates of the United States
lilitary Academy with its motto:"luty, Honor, Country",
There was little evidence that these noble qualities played
any part in the lives of these men as they pursued thelr
career in the Army.

In the interests of falrness one fact should be

mentioned here. 7The above observaetions were made very largely

of officers of the Air Force. The possibllity exists that
other branches of the Service might have been administered
by men of higher character. The officers in the age group
now in control in the Air Force entered that arm when fly=-
ing was more hazardous than it is toda and appealed prima=-
rily to the reckless and irresponsible young officers of a
generation ago. By good fortune these survived, and by
virtue of thelr long service won positions of importance.
Their main.interest has remained the piloting of a plane,
and the fact that all of them have known scores of men who
have been killed in the intervening years, has served only
to make many of them fatallists whose main concern is to

eat, drink, and be merry.
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Non=-Career Officers

Tolding positions below the above described group
was a larger number of officeré who had not made the Army
a career. liost of these were men who in civilian 1ife had
not'joined in excesses such as those that were common on
every {rmy post. %hey could be described as coming mainly
from the upper middle class of our population. H¥any of these
took very haturally to the prevailing customs when they
found that conformity was expected. Others not im sympa thy
with such conduct found = way to avold the more flagrant
affairas, <ut instances of outspoken objection and protest
were very rare. Lven those who were bitter in their criti-
clsm knew that there was no effective way of registering
any prcetest that would not be smothered by ofricers in

hizher position.

Reaponsibility Toward Spiritusl Yelfare Of lien

In theory each commanding officer is responsible for
the welfare of the men of his command. Yhat responsibility is
a carry-over from feudalism. if extends not only to their
physical welfare, but aiso to the Spifitual. This latter
obligation is expressly sﬁated in Army Regulations. '

Compliance was falirly general. On posts and bases
of the Panama Canal Department, places of worship were
eventually provided, though the construction of a chapel was
generally the last step in any building program, whereas

clubs for officers and enlisted men were among the first.
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The dedication of a chapel was usually sn event of impor-
tance and was attended by ranking generals. In most in-

stunces the address of the day was delivered by a2 gerersal

who invariably spcke of the great value of religion. Dut in

most Instances it was 2 matter of common knowledge that the
speaker would not enter enother chapel until his position
once again required that he appear at another dedication.
As noted above, it was the duty of each commanding
officer to make sure that the men of his command were given
the opportunity to worship. Dut in practise responsibility
was usually dolegated to the chaplain or chaplains of the
uriit and the commanding officer rarely showed any further.
concern sbout the matter. Also on the lower levels of
command chaplains often had occasion to feel that the

attitude and conduct of the officer in guestion was a

hindrance rather than a help to the work of the chaplaincy.

The Officers Club

It i3 no exaggeration to state that on some Army
posts conduct reached its lowest levels in the officers
club, Zhis level was determinad by the commanding officer,
and in most instances he imposed no restraints. Virtually
every officers club of which the writer has knowledge would
have been designated ag a public nuisénce and closed by the
police in any respectable area in an American city.

Contrary to common belief, liquor was on sale in
officers clubs, and was consumed in large quantities. The

liquor shortage in the United States was probably due in
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large measure to the fact that large shipments were going
abroad for use in officers clubs. Drunkenness among officers
was common. Gambling by means of slot machines, card games,
anéd dice, flourished, nor was this for small or moderate
stakes. In many instances hundreds and even thousands of
dollars were at stake. In add1£ion to this, most clubs
regularly conducted gambling nights when almost every kind
of game of chance was aponsored by the club, the club receiv-
ing a percentage of every stake. The proceeds from gambling
alone werse sufficient to provide each club with large sums
of money.

The worst feature of most clubs were the dances
sponsored as often as conditions permitted.‘ Female gﬁests
wore recruited from Army nurses and civilian employees of
the Army. oCometimes planes were made available to provide
quick transportation to otherwise inaccessible places.

These dances often hecame drunken revels. In instances
certain posts became notorious for the revels conducted
there to such an extent that generals in command of the
aree would issue orders to exercise a measure of restrailnt.
But 1t seemed likely that the intention was to minimize the
notoriety achieved rather than to stop bad conduct.

It is not claimed that all c¢fficers drank to excess,
gambled, or took part in orgies. There were officers who
complotely avoided the club when such affairs were in prog-
ress. Others attended as observers until the.general con-
duct became offensive., ©But it cannot be said that the evils
were committed by a small fraction of the officers of any

post.
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Among Enlisted Men

It would be difficult to state whether the level of
conduct was higher among enliéted men or among, officers, The
enlisted men, however, did not have as many opportunities for
snameful conduct as did officers. Certainly the conditions
described were known to enlisted men, and they were bound
to have their influence on the conduct of the soldiers, They
had very accurate sources of information about the condﬁct
of officers, and .in some instances the sounds of revelry from
the officers club could be heard in their barracks. What
they heard was a source of disgust to some, and encouraged

others to cast aside restraints on their own conduct.

Language

In no other group of society is the use of profanity
and obscenity as common as among military and naval personnel,
The position of the individual made no difference, men in
the highest level of command were just as profane as were
cormon soldiera, The case of one high ranking general who
hecame notorious for his cursing, was not exceptional, The
wrlier recalls one instance in which a commanding officer,
after a long and blasphemous address to the officers of his
command, stated that he regretted having to use profanity,
but that he could not otherwise give emphasis to his statg-
mentg.

Profanity of every kind became so much a part of the
language that no attempt was made to avoid it by most persons,

or even to use it sparingly in the presence of ladies. There
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were many individuals, both officers and enlisted men, who
seemingly could speak hardly a sentence that was free from
profanity. Later observation in a Veterans Hospital indi-
cates that many men have discontinued @he practise, especially
in the presence of ladies.'

The prevalence of the sins of profanity ahd obscenity
was one of the most disagreeable things with which a Chaplain
had'to contend. ¥e could testify against them in his sermons,
and such tegtimony was necessary, for even the better class
of mon who usually constituted the Chaplain's congregation,
were by no means w ithout blame. Yut to rebuke all bad lan=-
guage was obviously impossible, Mlany a chéplaln upon his
return to civillan 1life felt a sense of relief upon being

able again to move in circles where no profanity was heard.

Drinking

The. general public probably has little conception
of the prevalsnce of drinking to excess as it was found in
the Army. Whille an attempt was made to give the impression
that temperance.and moderation were encouraged, this was
not the case. As a sop to public opinion the War Depart-
ment did once issue an order that no liquor was to be sold
in officers clubs., This order was evaded or ignored out-
side of the United States. Every social gathering at an
oificers club ended with many of those present, of both
sexes, in an intoxicated condition. Promotion parties were

notorious in this respect. Dacking even that excuse, however,
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many officers regarded it as a normal thing to reach some
desree of intoxication each Saturday night. Even in the
Air Torce, in an occubatlon which demands the greatest
physical and mental alertness, it was not a rare thing to
find men deep in their cups oniy a few hours before they
were scheduled to fly. While there wefe some officers who
never. drank, and others who never drank to excess, the |
nunber of these was not as large as might bé desired. HNor
does the writer know of any influence towafd sobriety -
brought to bear from higher quthority. Drinking in an
amount that must be considered excessive was regarded as
the normal thing.

The enlisted men had access to beer gardens., No
hard liquors were served here. Conduct often became some-
what boisterous here, but there was little actual drunken-
ness that could be traced to fhe beer garden. Yor more po-
tent liguors the soldier had to seek some source outside the
post. If legitimate means did not provide a ready source,
some method of bootlegging was found. Regulations provided 1
that no alcoholic liguors be kept or consumed in enlisted men's
barracks, but these were ignored, and no semblance of an
attempt to enforce this regulation was made. Soldiers were
rarely punished for drunkenness, and sometimes drunkenness
served as a mitigating circumstance in some other offense.

Many officers believed that an occasional spree was a good

‘- thing for a soldier and served to relieve mental tension,

P e ey e
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HMany a soldier living in a barracks knew that he could expect
1little sleep on Saturday night and on the night of pay day,
But drinking to excess was certainly no more common among
enlisted men than among offiéers. If a careful comparison
could be made, it might well be found that the soldier had

a better record than the officer.

llorals

Immorality has always existed in armies. How moral
or immoral the men of our armed forces were in World War II
cannot be determined. The statistics which report on the
inéidonce of venereal disease offer no guide.

In this matter the leadership in our Army was seriously
at fault., It seemed to assume that the soldier would, at
least on occasion, be given to Immorality. L.i ttle or no
attempt was made from highest authority to encourage chastity.
While Army Regulations directed that the Chaplain periodically
deliver a morality lecture, this was not always done, and in
some 1nsﬁances the message of the chaplain was contradicted
by the address of the line officer. The program of the Army
was focused on the prevention of venereal disease, and not
on the promotion of true morality. 66me officers openly
expressed the opinion that it was a good thing for a man to
have sexual relations occasionally, whether i1llicilt or not;
True, there wore instances in which officers took a proper
stand. In numerous instances the writer also heard doctors
of the lledical Corps who stressed true morality.

Dut the men in highest position were of ten sadly
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lacking in this respect. This was often true of their example
as well as their precept. In certain instances generals and
other officers of high rank assocliated with women of doubtful
morals or openly kopt a mistress. Her presence in the area
would be justified by hertstatus as a secrétary.' It is signif-
fcant that the most glaring of these instances were among,
officers of high rank, Most junior officers lived above

reproach in this respect.

Gambling

In open disregard of regulations gambling was a very
general vice. “mong enlisted men it was most prevalent on
pay-day and for a short time thereafter. Games of various
kinds becan almost as soon as the first men were paid. In
many instsnces the sums of money at stake were not large., Fut
there were other instances, by no means rare, in which hundreds
of dollars were at stake. In meny organizations there could
Le found one or more men who yp'all intents were professional
gamblers and who sent home or otherwlse deposited sums of
money running 1nt6 ﬂnqusands of dollars.

But 1t was in officers clubs that gambling was carrled
on to a far greater extent. All qlubs counted on a certaln
amount of revenue from slot»machlnes. Games of poksr were in
session at almost any time a group of officers assembled in
the evening. Many clubs also made it a practise to conduct
one or two speclal gambling nights each month. Known as
"MOnté Carlo Hight", these would see games of almost every

¥nown method of gambling, with the "house" backing the games
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and receiving a part of all winnings. In these games large
sums of money were wagered. <The amount of money in play .on
a dice table often amounted to more than a thousand dollars,
and 1t was no uncommon thing for an officer to win or lose
hundreds of dollars in a night. i1t was inevitable that
occasional scandals would result from high stake gambling,
Tis might result in s temporary moderation of conditions,

tut never in a lasting reform.

The Effect Of lMass Living

The Army offered an outstanding opportunity to
observe the results of mass living. These cannot be described
as otherwise tihan degrading. Cut off from most of the salu-
tary influences of our civilization, deprived of a normal
family life, lacking the influence for good that women 36
of ten exert, with much leisure time, often engaged in tasks
wnich they'did not like, having monotony to contend with at
all times, men can easily let themselves deteriorate and
acquire habits and engage in activities they would otherwise
avold., When men in large numbers are forced to live closely
tonether and shut off from most other agsociations, it usually

brings out the worst that is in them.

e el e e e
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CHAPTER V
CHURCH ATTENDANCE

Exaggerated Claims

in the early days of the war when the Army was trying
in every way to galn the good will and the support of the
Americen people, the work of the chaplains seemed to make
good "copy". HKeporters and feature writers cast aside all
restraint, and the impression left with the generzsl publiec
was that service personnel was flocking to religious services
in amazing numbers, and that here at last the various reslig-
lous denominations had found the way to lay aside their
differences and to work together as one group. DBoth impres-
sions were false.

As to the first claim. Probably it could be shown
that the service men in this war attended services to a larger
extent than did the men in World War I, If this was the case,
the explanation probably lies in the fact that opportunities
were offered to men in the late war which had never before
been offered to men 1n any army. One chaplain who saw service
in %World War I as an enlisted man once stated that in his
entire service, which included a period spent overseas, he
had not so much as seen a chaplain, let alone known one
personally. While this was certainly an exceptional case,

-l =
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it is a recognized fact that never before in our history was
the religious work in the Army carried on as extensively as
during the late conflict.

But this does not mean that most men worshipped regu-
larly. Agein it should be stated that conditions in combat
may have changed the picture; this purports to describe the
conduct of men who were not in combat. #Anyone who had pro-
longed duty as a chaplain will have his doubts about pictures
that show congrqgations running into the thousands. Such
a picture may show a "command performance” where men were
ordered to church, or where pressure of some kind was applied,
When attendance was purely voluntary men did not ordinarily
attend in such great numbers,

| The writer kept a careful record of the church atten-
dance at various bases on which he was stationed during a tour
of three vears in the Canal Zone and in the Republic of}Panama.
If a graph were made to show attendance at the various sta-
tions, it would show approximately the same conditions pre-
vailing at each station. *n the beginning of his work
attondance wﬁuld be very small. Several reasons might be
civen. In at least two instances he was assigned to stations
where the former chaplains had been condidered failures.
Another reason is the fact thaf a chaplain was always on
trial when -beginning a new assignment. FEaving had experiences
in which the chaplain had turned his services into revival

meetings and called upon individuals in an attempt to "save"
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them, soldiers were inclined to be wsry until a chaplain had
established himself, The faithful few would attend, and then
if reports were favorable, attendance would show a gradual
increase., A third factor in an increase was that the chaplain
through personal contacts could gain something of a personal
following.

The increase in attendance would continue until the
normal attendance had reached a total of 10¢ or 12% of the
tutal personnel of the station. There it would level off and
remain more or less stationary. Only some unusual event
would bring about any marked devistion. The percentage
indicated ahove was considered a very excellent record in
that arca and wes well above the average. This fact is
stated not as a boast, but in order to give a clearer plc-
ture of conditions in general. By way of further comparison
it might be stated that attendance at Catholic services held
on the same station would be approximately 15% of the total
personnel. Accordingly, the total church attendance on a
normal Sunday would aggregate about 25% of the men stationed
there.

As to the other claim of religious cooperation between
the various faiths, thisytoo was greatly exaggerated. In the
main it consisted of cooperating in externals, and in no more
than that. It involved such ltems as arranging schedules for
the use of chapels, and of arranging for Catholic services

for men in units having only a Protestant chaplailn, and vice
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versa, The Catholic men on any station were virtually a
Catholic parish, and as separate from the other groups as
if they had been in a civilian parish., While a Protestant
chaplain was held to minister to all men of Protestant churches,
he did this by conducting such a service as he would have done
in a civilian church, and all who wished were free to attend,
Lutheran chaplains and Episcopalians usually conducted a
denominational service in addition, or held at least a periodic
cummunion service for men of their faith. Occasionally other
Protestant chaplaina conducted a jolnt service, but usually
conditions were such that this was possible only rarely.
Though meny regarded a chaplain as being a clergyman
able to minister to men of Yrotestant, Catholic and Jewish
faith, anyone who had opportunity to pbsorve must concede
that the chaplain who attempted to do that proved to be
a fellure, Aside from all considerations of a confessional
nature, as a simple matter of éxpediency, it was advisablse
for a chaplain to be a clergyman of his own Church and not
to protend to be anything else than that., The attempt to
be all things to all men in the unscriptural sense wss bound
to cnd with his being little to anyone.
Various factors played a part in determining church

attendance. Some of these are enumerated in the following.

Prolonged Absence of Opportunity

Thoﬁgh an honest attempt was made to give all personael

an opportunity to worship regularly, there were circumstances
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that made this impossible at times, Particularly in the early
days of the war when the work of the chaplalncy was not as
well organiZed as it later became, there were lnstances where
large numbers of men were without the.servicas of a chaplain
for a prolonged period. In a particular instance in Panama

an alr base wlith almost 1500 men had no chaplain for almost

a year. There were repeated requests from enlisted men that

a chaplain be assigned there. When finally that request could
be granted and regular services were held, the attendance

was very small. Though opportunities for recreation were
very limited, and thousgh monotony was a serious problem, the
mon did not attend church even though it offered them one of
their few opportunities to escape boredom. It required
several months of persistent effort on the part of the chaplain
to bring the normal attendance to a level approximating 5% of
the personnel. *t was demonstrated again and again that a
fair level of church attendance could be maintained only when
regular Sunday morning services were held. it also ﬁppeared
that a chaplain could be effective only when he was regularly
assigned to minister a group and when he could mingle with
the personnel and become well acquainted. Services by
itinerant chaplains had to suffice at many places, but they

were never largely attended.

Small Posts And Irregular Services

The complexities of modern warfare, and methods of

defonse often cause small groups of men to be assigned to
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duties in locatlons that are remote and difficult to reach,
In the air forces these groups are usually engaged in main-
taining air warning stations or in some form of cormunications,
Lormally these men were given opportunities to worship at
infrequent intervals and even these could not be regularly
scheduled in advance., Ynder these conditions only the most
faithful Caristians reogularly avsiled themselves of the rare
opportunities to worship which were offered to them.

Lt was demonstrated again and again that the longer
men were without the opportunity to worship, the less did
they feel the need and the urge to worship. Spiritual life
can be maintained only through the regular use of the Yord
of God, and the weaker that life becomes, the less does the

hunger for worship assert itself,

The Example Of Officers

fmong the factors playing a part in inducing men to
attond religious services was the example of thelr officers.
Tormlly if a good proportion of officers were regular
attendants, this had a wholesome influence of bringing the
enlisted personnel. But it was not true in all cases for the
popularity of the officer seemed also to have a bearing. But
%0 1llustrate the influence of officers, one example might
be cited. For a number of Sundays the attendance at one
station was approximately fifteen. lipre than one half of
these were officeré, including the colonel in command. Bn

the end of the second month the attendance had increased
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to about sixty persons at each service, In those instances,
unfortunately rere, where ranking officers showed a sincere
interest in religious matters, 1t always gave impetus to the

work of the chaplaincy.

Differing Attitudes In Different Orpanizations

Wlhen all external factors have been taken into consider-
ation, the fact remains that certain units had a much better
record of church attendance than did others. XYor the difference
no explanation can be given, The writer had occasion to
observe this closely. ﬁe was stationed for almost two years
at a heavy bomber base. Squadrons were rotated from base to
base, and some of them twice stétioned here during his stay.
Some squadrons attendéd church bettér than did others, both
as to officers and enlisted men. In all squadrons the duties
were identical, they lived under the same conditions. Ko
reason could be assignhed for the fact that some squadrons
were better church-goers than were others.

It may be pertinent to make another observation in
this connection. In the regular discharge of their dutles
and 1n the performance of their tasks as well as in the
state of thelr morale, some squadrons were better than were
others. It is significant to note that the best squadron
in these matters was also the best squadron in 1ts record

of church-going.

e —————————
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Proportion Of Officers And Non-Commissioned Officers
Repeated surveys or spot checks were made by chaplains

to find from what level of Army life most church-goers came.,
These surveys were informal and‘unofficial and were not
broken down to exact figures. DBut they were usually accurate
enough to give a fairly clear plcture, In most instances
the proportion of the officers of any station who attended
church was slightly higher than that of the enlisted personnel.
Among officers of flying status it was higher, sometimes far
higher, than 1t was among non-flying officers. Eomber pilots
wers better church-goers than fighter pilots, usually by a
considerable margin. Z#Among enlisted men the men with ratings
attended far better than did privates. Un the basis of con-
siderable observation it may be safely maintained that the
more intelligent and better educated men were normally the

better church-goers.

Influence Of Accldents And Deaths

“ome mention must be made of this., While in combat
men w ere saild to grow hardened to the dangers of death, in
non-combat aviation in the circumstances under which these
observations were made, that was not the case, OCasualties
were not infrequent, snd they slways had a sobering effect.
When planes were lost at sea and only a memorial service
could be held for the victims, practically all available

personnel attended the service. For some weeks thereafter



the attendance at regular services showed an increase. DBut
after a few weeks when memory of the tragedy had been dulled,

the effect on church-attendance could no longer be noticed.

Influence Of Chaplain's Standing

This was perhaps the greatest single factor in deter-
mining church-attendance, The status of the chaplain might
vary considerably from base to base. He might be considered
a very importent member of the staff of the commanding officer,
of he micht be regarded as a norentity. Which of the two 1t
would be depended largely on the chaplain himself. Even
though the commanding officer might not be a religious man,
he would penerally regard himself as fortunate to have a
chaplain who ﬁas respected and liked. If the chaplain could
win and hold the respect of the officers and the enlisted
men alike, if 1t was known that he held the respect of the
commanding officer and could exercise influence ?here, then
he could be certain of a good attendance at the services he
conducted. It sould be repeated that the individual chsplain
had to win that place for himself, and it was not given him
until he had demonstrated his fitness for it. But if, as
sometimes happened, the chaplain demonstratedvhis unfitness
for his task, 1f he possessed the qualitles that sometimes
bring disrespect on ministers in civilian life, if he catered
‘only to officers, or only to enlisted men, then, in all
1likelihood the attendance at his services would be limited

to the minority who shared his particular views, or who were
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bold enough to defy the opinion of the ma jority.

Attitude ‘Toward Lutheran Preaching

In general this was favorable,‘perhapé very favorable.
The nature of his training and his conception of his office
made it natural that a Lutheran chaplain would avoid many of
the mistakes that robbed others of their effectivehess. The
preaching of some chaplains was largely a diatribe on the
evils of drunkenneus, gembling, cursing end other sins that
flourished in the Army. While he did not condone these sins,
the Lutheran chaplein by his preachihg of Law and Cospel had
the only effective means of combatiing them. Some chaplains
by their evangelistic and emotional fervor held little or
no appeal to any save a very limited group. The Luthe ran
chaplain who regarded it as his duty to bring the gfeat truths
of Holy VWirit to his hearers naturally avoided that error.
Perhaps the most unfruitful ministry in the Army was that
of the chaplain who held the modernlistic view that he must
preach on the causes of the war and blueprint the new world
men would build after the war. The Lutheran chaplain who
believed that he must preach Christ Crucified avoided that
mistake, and won for himself a larger congregation bv doing.
"so. It would undoubtedly be the consensus of opinion among
Lutheran chaplains that their preaching proved popular to
men and officers alike, popular in the true senge of the word.

In the interests of accuracy it should be stated that

the officé of the Chief of Chaplains of the Army made a survey
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of the attendance at services of all chaplains held over a
period of one year, 2nd reported that the attendance at
services of Vissouri Synod chaplains was ebout 11 percent
below the average attendance of all chaplains. Just how this
fact may be explained is puzzling. While reports of attendance
made b some chaplains were obviously "padded", this msy not
wholly explain the c¢ifficulty, It may be that Lutheran
chaplains concducted more services, since they usually conducted
e denominational service in sddition to other services, What-
ever the explanation may be, in the observance of the writer;
Lutheran chaplains enjoyed a larger attendance at their ser-
vices than dié¢ other Protestant chaplains.

Just how much this fact may contribute to a better
undersetanding of the Lutheran Church by the general public
remeins to be seen. 1t must be borne in mind that the average
church-goer in the Army did not attach any great 1mportance
to the denominetional affiliation of the chaplain. Le was
either a good chaplain or he was not, his sermons were con-
sidered good or not good. _In elther case the average hearer
would not be likely to think of the preaching as representa-

tive of an entire church body.



CHAPTER VI
EVALUATION O CHAPLAINS

e

Qualities Making Ior Popularity

ihese may be stated very briefly. The {irst requirement
made of a chaplain by both officers and enlisted men was that
he be able to conduct himself as a man among men. Ie had to
be sble to mingle with both groups without showing a preference
for either. +t was also a decided asset to a chaplain to be
able to hold his own in the strenuous athletic contests thsat
played a part in keeplng personnel in'good physical condition.
In one particular instance a chaplain nearing the age of
gixty onjoyed the high esteem of enlisted men because he
could participate in long training marches and show no sigh
of fatigue., Having established a reputation as a man, the
chaplain then had to prove himself truly a minister. OUften
men were not at all concerned about their own conduct, but
they did expect that a chaplain live up the high demands
made upon a minister of the Gospel. Ian always expected more
of a chaplain than they expected to find in other men, But
once a chaplain had demonstrated that he was a real man and
a man of definite religious convictions and practises, once
he had demonstrated that he could meet all men as equals
and that he was genuinely concerned about the welfare of
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others, then he was accepted and respected. His position
was improved immensely if he also demonstrated thet he
possessed a sense of humor. Once he had won the respect of
the cormand his position was perhaps the happlest of any

man in the Army,

Gualities lMaking For Unpopularity

Puring the war and since the war much has been written
about chaplains. liuch of what has been written, especially
of Protestant chaplains, i1s rather critical. Fairness and
accuracy demand the admission that there were many chaplains
who were no credit to the chaplaincy. The following were the
more common reasons.

As in the ministry, so also in the chaplaincy, there
were some who were not qualified for a position of leader-
ship. Thev were weaklings. 4 will always remain a mystery
how men of this type recelved the approval of any endorsing
agency, but the unpleasant fact remains tﬁat some of them
found their way into the chaplaincy. Sometimes these men,
conscious perhaps of their inadequacy, sought to gain favor
by beinr very cordial, but succeeded only in making them-
selves ridiculous. They were respected by no one. In a
large command one or more chaplains of this kind could
usually be found. ‘They cauaéd the term "Sad Sack Chaplain”
to be coined. They were worse than usaless.

Another mistake made by some chaplains was to think
of themselves as officers rather than chaplains. They were

sticklers for form and considered it thelr duty to reprove
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men for infractlons that were purely military, While it was
expected of a chaplain that he personally observe the regquire-
ments of military usage, 1t was resented if he tried to assume
any of the functions of other officers. An empty chepel on
Sunday woul? soon face such a chaplain. Enlisted personnel
wanted the chaplein to be a minister, not a disciplinarian.
Yome chaplains forfelted the respect of both of ficers
and enlisted men by attempting to be good fellows. <ow many
swch there were cannot be stated, but esny person wlth many
contacts socner or later met men of that kind or heard reports
of them. Such chaplains usually said that it was their alm
to be 2 man amons men, They became csreless of their language,
sometimes drsnk excessively, anéd often jJoined in gambling.
Their econduct gave no evidence whatever of any spiritﬁal
convictions. While they were accepted by those with whom they
associated most, i1t 1s doubtful whether even these men had
any hirh respect for them. Une of the peculiarities of
militsry men was the fact that they themselves very fre-
quently acknowledged no restraint upon thelr own conduct.
But they did expect that a chaplain live on a higher level
and that he meet the reguirements msde by the relizlon of
which he was to be an exponent. They would not excuse in
a chaplain the things of which they themselves were gullty.
Any chapnlain whose conduct wes blameworthy was not respected

and the attendance at such services as he conducted was very,

very small,
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Emphasis On Spiritual “ualities-Doctrine

In the foregolng the attempt was made to show that
Army personnel expected their chaplain to be a spiritusl man,
They expected him to he a man of God, whatever they might be
themselves, . 'nd they expected his preéching to be of a
religious nsture, not a lecture on social problems, and
not related to orientation lectufes which all personnel was
required to attenq.

While a soldler expected to hear a real sermon when
he went to church, it did not matter much to him what its
doctrinal content might be. The service man in this war was
the product of the last two decades, in which religious in-
difference had reached an all-time high in our country. Le
had heard again and again that the Protestant churches were
very much alike and that any difference in doctrine was of
a ninor nature. Accordingly he did not care much whether
the chaplain was a Presbyterian or an Episcopélian, a Baptist
or a Lutheran; he was acceptable as long as he delivered a
good sermon snd did not resart to emotionalism. The lone
exception to this general attitude was that of some Lutheran
men. They were more éxacting in their requirements. They
could recognize Lutheran preacﬁing when they heard it, and
often were not satlisfied with any other kind.

This fect might also be borne in mind by those
Lutheran pastors who have expressed the fear that returning

service men would show less Lutheran loyalty as a result
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of having heard chaplains of many denominations. Perhaps
the years that have elapsed since the return of most service
men have dissipated those fears., To the writer this attitude
has always seomed to reveal a lack of confidence in Lutheran
doctrine and in Lutheran education. Certainly no Lutheran
pastor ever had reason tb fear that a clergyman of any ofher
denomima tion had a better message to proclaim, If the
Lutheran minister made the sincere effort to proclaim his
message as that should be done, he had every rc<ason to believe
that returning service men would welcome the opportunity to
again worship in their own church and to hear the Cospel as

they would not hear it elsewhere.

Soldiers Preparing For The Ministry

The Federal Council of Churches of Christ once made
a survey to determinae how many service men contemplated pre-
paring for the ministry at the end of the war, Chaplains
were asked to submit the names of fhose who had expressed
that intention. A subsequent announcement revealed that
several thousand names had been submitted. If the experience
.of the writer is typical, the men who expressed that intention
show promise of becoming very good ministers, better than the
average now found in American Yrotestant churches. Theilr
Army experience will make them better ministers than they
would have been without it. And in every instance that was

personally cbserved, these men were truly Christian and in




-535-
some lnstances were openly critical of the lodernism that
has crept into many denomlnations. Unless liberal teachers
in divinity school destroy their faith these men may bring

sbout a greater orthodoxy in present-day Protestantism.




CONCLUSION

“he only claim.the writer would make for the content
of these pages is that he has not tried to make out a case
in support of some pet belief or theory, but that he has
tried to present matters as he saw them. The picture thus
presented is not a pretty one. Contrary to common belief
the average American does not have a falir understanding of
tho central truths of the Christian faith, The Lutheran
ninister of today in his dealings with ;hose who are not
membors of his church, and particularly in his attempts
to do mission work, would be wise to proceed on the assump=-
tion that he 1s dealing with a person who does not know
what tho Christian religlon is and what if offers. e will

not ofteﬁ be wrong in making that assumption.
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