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CHAPTER 1
INFRODUCTION

The thesis proposes to give a survey of the religiosus
history of esstern Pennsylvenis during the cclonisl period,
ihe scope of the asubject presents a difficulty in its vary
brosdness, Ixtended perusal of the vast material relating
to the subject hss shown the writer thet he must be satise
fied to present at best only an overview,

The writer's interest in this particuler subject was
eroused by the varlety snd number of religious groups which
setitled in this ares during that perilod,

.n attempt hes been made to give the background for
this religious diversity by treaeting the liberal religious
policy of the colony in the second chepter, The remaining
five chupters in themselﬁas iliustrate that same policy by
the history of the existence of these groups in the colony,

3ince the Swedish Lutherans arrived first in the arcd
which was leter to be included in Williem Fenn's colony,
their story mekes up the body of the third chaptero' The
nistory of the German Lutherans has been tﬁken up in the

fourth chapter to continue the Lutheran nerrative, The




other German groups are included in the fifth chepter Ho
keep the continuity with the Lutheren Germens., The Quakers,
Presbyterisns end inglicens have been nlaced together in

the sizxth chepter, @ nce their bsokground end influence in
general is similar, 3Since the numerleal influence of the
Beptists was somewhst less than the foregoing denomingtions,
ezcepting the smaller German groups, they have been gathered
together with the fomen Cabtholics and the Hethodists to com-
plete the religilous picture in the seventh chapter,

The historical period covered by the thesis is the Gime
eporoximetely between the firat settloments in the 17th Cen-
tury until the signing of the Declaration of Independence
in 1776, and is referred %o as the colonial pericd, The
gecgrephicel erea, referred to as eastern Pemnaylvenia,
stretehes roughly from the Delaware River in the east ©O
the Susquehsnna River in the west, and from the viecinity of
sllentown end Sunbury in the north to and inecluding the
Lower Counbtices in the south,

The oubtline and narrative of the thesls evince an cm=
phesis on Luthersnism in which the writer, in view of his

Lutheran badt ground, has special interest,

e — e e e S R T



CHAPTER IX
PENE'S COLORY AKD ITS RELATION TO RILIGICUS LIBERTY

King Charlies signed the Pennsylvania charter on
Yarch 4, 1l68l, By a stroke of the pen an emnire was
crested and pessed into the control of one msn, an
empire of over forty thousand square miles, England's
largest territorial graent in the New World to & pri-
vebte cltizen. The cancellstion of idmirsl Penn's
(vi11iem Penn's father] cleim for sixteen thousand
pounds was part of the price paid for this empire.
To this was gsdded an annusl contribution of two bea-
ver skins o be delivered to the King in his royal
Falace of Windsor, besides one-fif'th of gll_ the gocld
end ailver thet Pennsylvenie might produce.l

To Williem Penn this was like a dream come btrue, The
Quaker courtier had become interested in colonization in
fmerica through an eerlier joint purchase of West Jersey in
1674, However,; thls coloniging venture had not materisliiszed,
tow in 1681, as the sole proprietor, he received & large
grant of land from Xing Charles II to which the Duke of York,
2 personsl friend, edded the Lower Counties of the Delsware

from his own possessions,

The new prorrietor was doubly qualified to play the

lgiifford 3myth, "william Penn, yueker Courtier and
Founder of Colonies,” Builders of imerica (Mew York: Funk

end VWagnalls Compeny, c.,1831), VII, 86.




role of founder in the type of solony which he envisioncd.
He was a Queker and-as such deeply devoted to the causz of
religious liberty.© He was also a statesman end therefore
set about the t&sk of organizing and guiding e provineisl
government with valuable experience from which to draw upon.?
Sut Penn was not left slone to draft his own 1deas, When
word zot arcund that he intendsd to establish s "Utopian®
colony, theorists, political scientists, business men, in
addition to a number of qusascks aought an audience in order
to communicate to him btheir pet ldeas on government, Bub in
the finsl formulation of his 1deas he liasited his counsel to

e few friends.%

Penn's Colonial Idea of Keliglous Liberty
Penn likked tec refer to his colonizing venture as “an
holy experiment,” He devoted himself to the csuse of free-
dom of conscience, and having already experienced persecubtion
for his cause, become willing to stske everything he hasd on

-

seeing it through, 3. H., Cobb quotes a few lines from one

2The Quakers were in close affiliation with the Beptiste
in England, Both were sharply oprosed to religious persecu-
tion and the L*eup between church and state. SeeHenry 0, Ved-
der, & History of the Baptists in the d¥iddle States (xnila-
delphia. imerlcen Baptist Publicstion SoCiety, 1098), Ds 5.

53, H, Cobb, The Rise of Religious Liberty in smeries
(lew York: The Macmillan Company, 1902), p. 440,

4:D‘rﬂ;ythp ODo 1t03 PDo 80-89.




of his letters %o a friend, showing.the strength of his cone

viction:

I abhor two principles in religlon and pity them
‘thet own themj the first is obedience to authorily with-
out convictiony and the other ia destroying them that
differ from me for God's sakes Such g religion is withe
out judgment, though not without teeth.®
The cherter which Charles Il gave to Penn mgde 1litile or
no provision either for or against religious liberty. Charles
seems L0 have left thet completely up to Penn's own discretion,
thereby suggesting that he may have been sware of Fenn's de-
sire to establish religious freedom in the colony. The only
reference in the chsrter to the Church is the stipulation
thet,
if eny of the inhsbitents to the number of iwenty
gignify in wrlting to the bishop of London thelr dasslire
for & preacher, such prescher or preschers as may de
sent by him shsll be allowed to reside snd exerclse
their function in the colony without egny deniall or
molestacon whatsoevsr,®
4 restriction to be noted becsuse it leter had g bearing on
religious liberty in Fenmsylvania was the right of the ¥ing
snd Privy Council to examine and view sny law passed 1in the

colonyo?

Soobb, op. Git.; pe 441.

Spennsylvenia Cherber snd Laws, De. 89, as quoted in Cobb,
op. cit.; pPe 441,

T¥rgnels e, Taylor, "Williem Peunn, Constitution Maker,"
Children of iLight, edited by Howard i, Brinton (lew York:
The Wecmillan company, 1938); pe. 56,
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Penn %Hermed his suggestions for ruling the new colony @
"Frame of Govermment."” In his "Frame" he tokes it for grasnted
thet everyone living in the province would hold bellef in God,
and belleves that public offices should be occupied only by
Christisns, thus endesvoring to put a check on any Jewish or
etheistic inhebitents, He emphasizes,; however, there should
be no persecution of sny person for religious beliefs, Two
of the sections of his "Frame of Government” ere devoted to
these limitations:

34, That sll Treasurers, Judges, Mastera of Rolla,

Sheriffas, Justices of the Peace, and other officers and

persons whatsoever, relating to courtscor trisls of

causes, or sny other service in the govermnments and =1l
that have right to elect such HMembers, shall be such as
profegs faith in Jesua Chriat,

38, That all persons living in ths province, who
confess and acknowledge the cne rlmighty snd Zternal

God to be the Creastor, Upholder, and Ruler of the world;

snd bthat hold bthemselves obliged 1n conscience to live

peaceagbly and justly 1n civil societiy shall in no way

be molested or prejudiced for their religlous profession

or practice in matters of falth and worship; nor shall

they be compelled, at any tlme, Lo freguent or meintelin
sny religious worship, place or ministry whatever,>

#prom the foregoing quotation it can be seen thet Penn's
idea of religlous liberty was not as broad a8 one might image
ine, whether intentional or not there is some discrimingiion
against Jews and atheists. lNevertheless, Penn's experiment

was a btremendous stride forward in religious toleration, Tow

8Cherter znd Lews, p. 102, es quoted in Cobb, op. cit.,
Do442, RS




it 1s our purpcse to see how his ides on relligious libarty

was worked out in practice in the colony,

Penn's Iden lodified snd Worked Out in Fractice

In 1682 the first Pennsylvanies assembly met at Chester
and psased a body of laws for the purpose of governing the
colony. £mong these laws the first two dealt with religion.
The legisletion was similar to the ideas wshich Penn had in-
cluded in his "Frame of Government,” o one was to be dig-
turbed on account of his religious persuasion as loag as he
believed in God, :here was to be no compulsion in sttending
gpecific rellgious services, Any infraction of this law wes
gunishable.g

There were, however, some restrictions which were deslipgn-
ed to combe® ctheism end indifference toward religion, Every
first dey of the week was set aside for worship and the peonle
were expected to read the nible at home or attend some form of
public service, 211 of the officlsls of the provinece were
regquired to be srofessed Christisns., This gstipulation pra-~
vented Jews and non-Christisns who held some bellef in God

from holding office.tV

9Cobb, 0op._clbe, pPe 443.

10ibide, p. 444.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
~. CONCCRDIA SEMINARY
' 8T, LOUTS, MO.
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From this early body of lews it may be seen fthat there
was no discrimination ageinst ioman Cetholies, They were
aliowed both to vote and hold public office, However, singe
Penn's coluni depended largely on the favor of the king of
Emgland,ll this policy toward Catholics 4id not last long,
because chsnge of governmment came aoon te the mother couniyry.
In 169% and egein in 1701 the home government required that
the same "test oath” which discrimineted egainst Homan Csthe
olles, Jews, and Unltariegns in England should be used also
in Pennsylvenia,l®

e "te:t oath” masde it impossible for sny non-Christian
or Lomsn Catholie to hold office, and especlally condemned
Homan Catholic dectrines, Penn and hls associates were de-
eidedly opnosed to it. WwWhile from thelr own laws they showed
o slightly inbtolerant attlitude towerd Jews and athelsts, they
seerm to have had g more benevolent dlaposzition toward Catho-
liecs agslinst whose doctrines the "test oath" was expresaly
directed, Bubt the pressure from the English authorities was
strong. While Penn was in Eaglend urging tolerence for
Quakers in thet couniry and secrving a prison sentence for
these actions, the enbire assembly of Fennsylvania adopted

the "te=t oath" which remsined till the end of the colonlsl

111‘&8’101‘, ODe cit., De (51518

1200bb, op. Clbes D 448,




period and resulted in limiting pubiic office and citizenship
to those of the Protestant Laith,l®
The religious tests dld not prohibit the Homan Catholies

from worshipning sccording to the dletates of thelr own cone-

snicﬂoc, privately or publicly, The only rights sctually
denied the Crtholica were celvil, since The assembly, made up
of Guskers and Protestents urged by royal pressure, thought

the privileges of citizenship end holding office could be

carrlied oub responsihly only by indlvidusls of the Trotestant

faith.1% 1In spite of these res ctblons the Cabtholies on-
joyed more progres: and freedom in Pennsylvanla than in aay

other calonyalﬁ

Pennsylvenis, like fhode Igland, did not have azn estab-
lished church, 7The situation in Pennsylvanis, howevser, wu3
somewhat dAifferent fyom that in the colony founded by ‘loger
Willilgms., In spite of the fact that there wss no established
chureh, the turn of events in Pennsylvanies quite uniquely
resulted in certsin religious 1imitations,+® The difference

limitations in Pernsylvenls and those in

o'
[}
o
=3
Ly §
®
=t
f-te
&3
fmin
¥}
=
ta

131hide, Dpe 445-443,
141bide, Do 452,

18y111iem Warren Sweet, ?ellgion in Coloniel Americs
(New York: Charles Scribner's sSons, 1947), pe 026,

1630lend H. Bainton, "The Strugsle for Religicus Liberty,”
Chuech History, X (June, 1241), 116,
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other colonies leay in the institublon which those restrictiona
soughﬁ to protect, WMost of the colonies wished to establish
a stete churech, ‘he religious "test oaths" in Pennsylvinia
were not intended to estsblish a state-churchism, but, in @
sense, Protestantism,l?

Penn's colonial idee in reference to religious liberty
in his "Frame of Government" left something to be desired ge-
cording to our nresent dsy viewpoint, But he did advocate
toleration of religious belliefs to en extent gulte genersily
unheasrd of in Furope gnd othercoclonies, cexecepting Rhode Island,

Penn's ideas were teken over into the constitution of Pennayl-

vanlia snd modified by the provinelsl assembly, While in theory
these regulebtions perteining to religious liberty hed cartain V/H

restrictions, in practice there were cbsolutely noc instances

of herdships and persecution egainsb‘persons becguse of thelr
religious persuasion, The beginnings of religious history in
Tgstern Pennsylvanls illustrate Ghis presctlesl Lolerance con-
vincingly by the number and veriety of religious groups whiech

settled in the colony,

17Gobb, op. cibes Pe 449,



CHAPTER I1I

THE SWEDISH LUTHER.HS

Almost o generation before Penn had received the chertep

for his colony there were Lutheran settlers élong the west
bank of the Delaware, living in an srea which was included

in renn's domain by the Duke of York: Since the majority of
these Lutherans came from Sweden, the settlement was nemed
New Sweden. 7There were slso a considerzble rumber of iimnish
Lutherens living smong the Swedes,

The German Lutherans, who played a larger role in the
religious history ©f astern Pennsylvania later in the colone
ial period, did not begin srriving till nesrly a half-century
after the Swedes and Finns hed been estasblished,

It 1s our purpose here to include the 5wedish Lutherana
in the religlous history of Eastern Pennsylvania even though
their settlements stretched zlong the Delaware ffiver from the
site of Philadelphia into the lower counties which now make
up the present state of lfelawsre, This proceedure might be
justified by the history of these lower countles, Shortly
after Pénn had received them from the Duke of York they were

annexed to Pennsylvania by the sct of Union., Even though
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they withdrew from the assembly of the province in 1704 and
established their own assembly, they continued to be governed
by the provincisl governor of Fennsylvenia slong with their
wn goveraning body till the end of the colonial periocd when
the constitution of the Delawares was adopted.t

sweden's interest in colonization began with Gustavus
Adolphus, famous soldier-king of Sweden, In 1624 Gustayus
commissioned =~illiem Usselinx, founder of the lutch Weat Indig
trading compsny to drsw up s largs-secale plan for colonizing
After the charter wes prepared end signed by Custavus in
1626, and amended later, Usselinx traveled about Furops =ollie-

2 &

iting interest snd aid in the new colonizing venture, He waes

‘s
]

T

5t at the point of achleving success when important mill-

P

s

4

A\

y events on the continent deferred his plesns, In the mean=

L

&

Custavas Adolphus had died on the battlefield of the

(33
[

im

o

Thirty Years War, and the colonizing plaen had been rejected

by the Duteh iest Indie Company. %

ifter 2 few years had gone by & number of influentisl

31}

men formed & Swedish-Duteh Company in order to colonize a por-
#ion of the icrth americen coast which had not yet been tsken

up by the English or Dutch. One of the men, FPeter minuit,

lr,00n ‘eValinger, Jres "The Lower Counties ~on-Delawere,”
nery of smerlican History, edited by Jemes Truslow .dmms
and R, Vo Colemen (new Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 194&},
IIT s

2lors P, Quelben, The Luthersn Church in Colonisl imerics
{New York: Tﬁomas Nelson and wons, 1940)s; DPe Lo6=187.




13

who laber led the expedition, favored the establishment on the
west bank of the Delaware River, This plan was eventually

agreed upon by the Company and glso approved by the Swedish

Chancellor of state, ixel Oxentierna.a

Arrivel and Establishment of the Swedes

The first expedition left Sweden in November, 1637, in
two ships, the "Key of Calmar" and the "Bird Griffin.," It
wes commanded by the former Dircctor-General of New imsterdam,
Peter Minult., "The voyage took from three to four months, and
in Merch, 1638, the ships were landing along the banks of the
Deleware River, +hey nemed the lending place "Paradise Point,"®
Incldentelly, the major part of this expedition was made up of
Duteh colonists, Perhegps this first expedition was an experi-
ment to see if Swedish colonists would be barred because of
Dutch end English rights on the 1ands°5
Upon arrival, Peter Hinuit negotiated 2 land purchase

with the Indign chiefs, The land acquired lay slong the west

enk of the Delawsre, stretching about seventy miles north o

SIbids,; De 137,

4Henry Eyster Jacobs, "The History of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in the United States," The American Church
History Series (New York: The Christian Litersture Company,
1893), IV, p. 80, ‘

SQqualben, op. clbey Do 138,
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the site of "hilad-liphians 4 western dboundary wes not Pixed
A fort wes probably the firgt vullding erected on the lsnd,
It wss eslled Tort Chrlisting and atood on ground where the
present ecity of Wilmington, Uelawure, ls situatsd,

Before btwo years had nessed snother axpaditicn'erP1Vad
on the shores of the Deleware. .his time the majority of
the coloniste were Swediak, ihe 3@oand-axpad£tion brousht
the Tirst Swedish Luthersan pestor to the coloiny, Heorus
ﬁewkilluo, who wes aleo th first regulsr Luthersn ministep
in smevrices’ it £irst sarvicoﬁ were held in £ home ab
Chwrdstione Bub when accomodations proved Lo be inadeguude,

o chapol was evected wlthin the walls of the fort,

Terly In 1643 s new governor errived on the scene, There

hed been a change in the ownershlp of the colony which put

control into the hards of Swedish stociholdera, The new gome

pany sant John Printz, a fellow countryman, to bake charge

of Hew Sweden & Lhe ssceond goeverncyr. With kim come tso

Iatheran pastors, John Campanius, Cformor government chaplein,
nd Israel lolg Fluviander., Thelr arrivel was vory timely,

since Torkillus died in the 51l of the same jyear. There

8:5 o Lator date the uwedes purchased more land to bthe
north of their originsl tract and more on the other slide of
the Deleware, Kerl Aretzmann, "Farly Lutherana end Lutheran
Chureches In Americe," Goneordta diaﬁgrlcal Institute (usptepe
-th-’ Iiv. (Jiﬂy, 19&.‘1), Pite '%4"‘4!&;

7Qual'ben, _92c cito’ e 138,




were three ships in the expedition which they led,

Printz's arrival Drought also a number of instrucsions
from the sSwedish government, two of which are especially sige
nificant for the rellgious policies of the new colony,  Une
pertained G0 the Dubeh and is ¢lalmed to be the first »roclu=
mablon of preligious tolerance in amerida. It read:

0o far a8 relabes o the lolland colonists that
live and sebile under the govermument of her Hoyal ila-
jesty and the Swedish crown, the governor shall not
disturb them in the indulgence graented them az to the
exorecise of the Reformed religion.

“he other urge. Goveruor 2rintz 0 3ee tu iy that the indimns
wore treated Ywith all humenity and respect.” Christian
mission work was Lo be done among the "wild people,” and
attempts to civillze and govern them were to be mede, In
order to win the fsvor of the Indians, it was suggested that
they undersell the Hollanders at Fort Hsussau, 8

Shortly afber John Frintz arrived 1lan few Sweden, the
first church of the colouy waes erected on Iinicum Islsnd

in 1643,

8rdmund J Jacob Wolf, The Lutherans in nﬂc‘"uu (Kew ork,
Js fo Hill and Compeny, 1889), pp. lod-140,

9%he house and chspel at Fort Christina are not conside
agred to be the first Ychurch.! The building on Tinicum Is-
land was the first Lutheran Church in the sres that is now
Pennsylvanie gnd the first in Americe, It wzs burned down
in 1645 and rebuilt the next yeer., See William J. Flnek,
Lutheran Landmerks and ‘loneers in .merica (FPhilsdeluhla:
Genersl Council Publication House, 1913), p. 92, and Qualben,
_Q_I_J.o clb Sh ey Do 410
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The Island also became the hesdyuarters for the colony,
Both Printz and Campanius centered their work there,

The colony was very fortunate to have the leadership of
these three men: Printz, Campanius, and Fluviander, Campan=
ius worked zealously among the Indians and translsted Luther's
Smgll Catechism into the Delaware language., This was the
first Protestant bock translated into a2 heathen language,
even though because of delay, it appeared in print after 1661,
the year in which Eliot's Indian trenslation of the lew Test-
manet ceme out.:Y After Torkillus! desth, Fluviender "seems
to have served" Fort Christina until 1647 when he returned to
Sweden,tt During John Printz's rule,; the colony Iflourished,
The governor erected a strong fort on the island, and also
built & beautiful mension with pale, yellow bricks shipped
from StOGkhOlmolB

The ‘colony soon enjoyed a high degree of prosper=-

" ity. The benks of the Delawsre were dotted with pleas=-
ant hamlets, The people were happy, intelligent and
virtuous. They were animated by the spirit of their

holy religion, not by the spirit of adventure or tThe
lust for gein,

10‘\\’01f, 0D, C-itog De 141,
llkpetzmann, op. cit., P. 47,

1279 gliver Nothstein, Luthersn Makers of imerica
(Philadelphia: The United Lutheran Publication House, ¢,1930),
pp o 57-38 o

13%01f, ope ©ites Pe 137.
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Trouble with the Dutch
The peaceful and prosperous character of the colony was
not Lo last Lforever, The Dutch West Indls Company in 1652
ordersd Governor Stuyvesant of lew Amsterdsm to bulld the
Duteh Fort Cgsimlr on ground that belonged to Sweden, A4ppare

ently, the Dubch feared the invasion of Swedes into the Delag-

ware ares snd wanted to esbablish & trading post to hold the

upper hand in Delaware trades OF course, the Swedes peaented
the Luteh invaslon of Swedlsh soilg and in 1654, when a new
governor in the porson of Johan Claudius Rising arrived, a

compeny of Swedes under his leadership captured the fort, Rt
they dld not hold the fortress long. For in the next yesr,
Stuyvesant struck back, recspturaed the fort snd brought the
gntire Swadish colony under Dutch conbrol,

;t the time when The Duteh Tirsté Look control, there
were about 50U inhabitants in New oweden, including three
Lutheran ministers, Duriag the preceding years, s totel of
eight ships had arrived from the wmothercountry, However,
when the Dutch took over lew Sweden 1ln 1655, many of the
settlers, who refused to teke the Dubtch oath of allegiance,
apld thelr posscésions and returned to their homes in urope,
Some moved to other imevican setilements, “The Dutch aid
eilow the setitlers tc worship asccording to the Lutheran faith,

end since s considergble number of the colonists were comforts
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ably settled, they deeided to stay on,14

A6 Tirst the Duteh hed intended 0 expel the three Luthe
eran pastors, DBubt slong with thhe measure of religious
tolerance, only two of the psstors were required to returm,
thie ono bLeing ellouwed to stay and instruet the Lutheransz,
Lev, Lars Carlson Lock, a native of Finlend, was chosen to

stay, probably because Uhe majority of those who remeined
15

Weré 11ilS.™

Lhe Duteh rule convinued for glmost ten years, In 1664,
bhe lnpgiish cupbured lLiew imsterdam with a sgusdron of 300

wen, bthereby leklungcontrol of the Swedish colony automatle~

allye Irom that time on until the end of the colonial period,
the bterritory was under the direct or indirect rule of the
~aglish, excepl duriung a short-iived Jutch attempt to gein

s 1€

control 1o 1673,

Years of Struggle
Now that control of the settlement on the Delawsre had
been wrested from the Swedlsh government, the EKing of 3weden
was no longer the political head, However, he still remsined

the eccleslastical leader of the Lutheran coloeny. ’%ut during

141“11101{, ODe E%_Eo, De 4,
150uslben, ope. cit., De 144,

164017, opo Gibe, PDe L146=147,
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the time between the polibtical loas of the coloany and a few
years bafore Lhe close of the century, about forty years in
all, this arrangement almoat entlrely was broken off, A4 gov-
errment-supported Church at a rocmobe distance from ths source
of support provided lltile impetus for a vigorous spiritual
program in the colonys The Chureh in Kew Sweden began to
show sigps of weekness after the political ties wilih the howme
country were savorai.lz

it seems that the work wss carried on gbly for & tisue

-

by the rRev, Lars Lock, He

el

first served btwo churches: ons ab
Fort Christing; the other on linlcum Island, Soon, another

church was ereched at zew Castle, & presching station was

-

added at Tranhock, two miles southeast of Fort Christins and

about four miles norith of liew Castle on the lgnd where the

=

Delaware and Christine rivers metl, Beginning in 1669, Lock

neld services in a block chureh at Vicsco (the site of Fhila-

b)

delphlis) in order to serve the Swedlsh Lutherans who had
gasttled in the ares sround the Lelawsre and Schuylkill rivers,:8

Jaoob Febritius, a Lutheran pastor who had earned s rether
pocr repubabion in Xew York, csme to Hew Castle to take up

residencs in 1672, in 1675, the New Sweden area was dlvided

into two perishes, Lock served the lowsr parish at Tranhook

1TJecons, op. gites PPe 103-104,

laF:an]c, DD, ¢ltos PP So=56,
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and New Caslte; and Fabritlus, the upper parish ot Tinlcum
Island end Wlcaco.

The last group of SBwedish immigrauts came in 1856 under
the nroteat of the Dutch, 4 ceritzin Pastor Matthiass aecom-
panied thls oexpedition, It is not known how many of this group
jtayed, hut Hatbthias returned almost immedialely to Iwaden,
From this Cime until the lasf decude ol the century, there.
was actuelly no communication bebtween the colonists and their
mother country. The Dutch rule was nov friendly.lg In 1682,
the Swedlish-F innish Lutherans witnessed the arrivel of han-

le in Fenn's colony,

C'l

% im0 B fnoe, A ity @ | urViss S P R A
dreds of imni BLERNGS WD wlshed to sebi
W2 ) s i S ST T T S A - =% -y sl ~ - e

iith the coming of the ncw sebttlers, the Hew Sweden sres want

directly under the control of Pennsylvanls,

It wes becoming increasingly evlident that the job of
erving twe large parishes was too umuch for the aging pastors,
3

Fabritius wss struck with blindness in 1688 and Lock died in

B’ teon £+ V. SPSRET S A PR e ) T of e &
ter a full foriy-year ministry. The latter was the

only one of the four psstors succeeding Reorus Torkillus who
steyed in the New World until his death,20

ifter Lock's deabh, Fabritius carried on the work of both
psrishes as sbly #s he could under hls cross of blindness,

Of course, his effectiveness was greably limited. During the

19017, Ope_citsy Po 143,
F i
201hide, De 142
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years of Fabritius' life, the people of the colony sought

al help from the Lubheran conslatory in New Amster=

u
L}_‘)
g
=
w2
f=
or
C

ohoul results, Fven William Penn aought to help them

obtaln a Jwedish Lutheran pasitor through the 3wedish ambasag-

dor ab London, Bub his efforts, too, 4id not prove suceeaaful .2t
n the meantime, Jacob Fabrltius, the blind 21d Lutheran who

had stoned for his former reputation in liew York by his faithe

- Al

e | g tw - R e -
ful efforts smong the 3wedes gnd

the paoatoral work begun did not die, Two laymen, Anders
sugsbon and Charles Springer, atbtempted to keep religious
Laterest allve uniti iInisterial help could be procured,=<

The Heaweslkening

In 1690, Andera Printz, & nephew of former Governor Jchn
Printz, visited the colony along the Delaware. On his return
to Sweden, he menbioned the spiritual weakness of the
colony to a Pastor John Thelin of Gotheborg., Through corres-
pondence with the colony in 1883, Thelin learned that the
colonists needed "two ministers, twelve Blbles, three sermon
books, forty-two books of worship, one hundred hymnalsg, two
hundred cctechisms, end two bundred A B C books," The

letter glsc mentioned that the cclony hed & populetion of

2l1b1d,, p. 155,

22Finck, ODe clte; Bie 590=41,
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este Rudman took charge of the /icaco congregation; Bjork,
the congregation at Tranhock, Auren stayed with Rudmen for
a btime,

The efforts of Rudman, Bjork, and suren were crowaned
with success., "Under the ministry of these new psstors, the
Swedish setbtlements took a new lease on 1ife,"2% FEpie Bjori
was instrumental in building a new church edifice st Christ
ing to replsce the Trenhook church., The cornerstone was lald
on ey #8, 1698, and the bullding wes dedlcated on Trinity
sundey, 1692, It wes bullt of granite, sixty feet long,
thirty feet wide and twenty feet high., Rudman champloned the
cause of building a new church at Wicsco., It wss of the same
dimensions as the Christina church and consisted of a ztone
foundation and brick walls, Soth'churches were esdmired through-
out the colonies during the coloniel period, The structure

at Christine was known as Holy Trinity Church (now 0id Swede's

Church)s the Wicaco church had the name, Glorle Dei, The
ordination of Justus Faleckner, German Lutheran pastor, in
which Rudmen and Bjork participsted, took place in Gloris
Dei Chupch on November 24, 1703,%¢

Rudman was probably the most brilliant of the thres

294pdel Ross Ventz, The Lutheran Church in .merigen Hise
tory (Second :dition; Philadelphia: The United Lutheran Fube
licetion House, c.19353), Pe 45

26Jacobs, Op. cibtes Pe 96
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pastors who csme over ln 1697, He preached in three languages:
Swedish, English end butch, For aperiod of elighteen months, -
he served Lutherans in New Yorko'ﬁln 1705, he returned to hia
wiceco parish, end dled in 1708, sfter having been afflicted
with poor heslth throughout his 1ife,27T

Bjork was en able pastor, serving the congregation st
Christina for 17 yesrs, He was instrumental in smoothing over
the dissgreement whiéh threatened to split Rudman's congroaé~
tion in connection with the building of the new church gt
wicaco, Iis pastorate was longer than either of his two com-
panionsoza

Jonas Auren, the iast of the triumvirate, did not rebturn
te Sweden &8 he had planned since the king, who hed givéﬁ
him instructions te report back, died a year sfter his ar-
rivel, Much of his time was spent in misslionary activity
emong the indiens in Lancaster and Chester counties, In the
cecurse of time, he developed sabbatarian tendencies but did
not force his views on the Luthersns, After 1706, he left

the area end served Swedish Lutherens in lew Jerseygég

R7Finek, Ope Slbes DDs 46-47,
287b1d.,; ps 55

291bid., pp. 47-48.
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Gredval DLecline

Those Lutheran ministers who succeeded Hudman, Bjork,
and .uren were zome of the most influential pastors the
swedish church sent to Zmerics, The activity which was bejun
in 1687 continued end even lncreased for s time, During the
first hall of the cenbury, a number of new preaching statlons
were added. Congregstions were orgenized snd new churéhes
were built,

vvrobably the three most highly gifted pastors duping
this time were John Uylander, Israel icrelius, and Charles
Magnus VWrangel, Dylander wes pastor at Wiesco from 1737 &o
1741, He wss considered'én e¢loquent prezacher, and ministeor-
ed to Funglish end Germans as well as Swedes, acrelius was
pestor at Christina {now Wilmington) and became well known
for nis veluable History of Hew Sweden.®Y Undoubtedly, the
greatest of the three was Wrangel. He worked among Ghe Swedes
and Finns in America between the years 1759 snd 1768, Dur-
ing bhis period of service, there existed a close frisndahip
between the Swedish-iinnish Lutherans and German Lutherans,.
due particularly to his noble efforts. %

Following wrengel's recall to Sweden, which the people

bitterly resented, the Lutheran congregations began their

EOE'a'entZ, 2_}_21 Cito, Po 46,

Slschneffor, op. lbes De 47
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decline, They begen to demand more considerstion from the
home church;, and aesked for more ‘nglish speaking pastors,
Eventuelly, the 3wedish authorities refused to send any more
pastors at all, %2 3ince psstors wiho could conductlEngliah

services were nct to be hgd; the congregations smended thelr

constitubions to the effect that the pulpitas of their churchés -

might be occupled by elther Lutheran or Episcopalisn clergy-
menu55

From this time on, the congregations began to lose their
distinet Lutheran‘charactar, Une by one, they began to unite
with the Episcopelians, bdel Ross Wentz lagys the blame for
the diseppesarsasnce of Sﬁedlsh Lutheranism largely on the guth-
oritles in Sweden:

. That the Lutherans of lew Sweden falled to andure is
to be explained by the short-sighted policy of the
Swedish suthorities, The Americsn settlement was treat-
ed as a perpetual missionary outpost of the 3tate=Church
of Sweden, HNo effort was made to cultivate a sence of
responsibility and self support on the part of the ./ mer-
icans, The psstors sent were taught to regerd them-
selves as temporary missionaries in walting for bhetter
positions at home, Laymen rarely assumed any responsli-
bility. The pastoretes were mostly brief and thaere waz
ne thought of providing for e native imerican ministry
or of securing the fulure independent development of
the Swedish Lutheran Church in americz; in a word,
3tate=Churchlsm,® '

S2Neve and Allbeck, Op. cit., p. 27.

ss.ﬂentz’ _O_Eo citg’ Po 47.

S41pid,




CHAPTER IV
THE GERMAN LUTHERARS

The Germen Lutherans in Pennsylvania came =2t least a
generation after the swedish Lutherans had been established,
Penn's colony, during the eafly years of the 18th Century,
served es g haven for a number of persecuted or dissatis-
fied German religious gfoups from Europe, The Lutherans
played a significent role in this German movement, end con=-
sequently the Lutheren history at times becomes rather involv-
ed with thet of other groups from their homeland, in attempt
is made here to confine the nerrative as much gs possible to
the Lutheran movement 1tself gpart from its relation to

other groups.

Early lMen and Movements
The main Germ~n Tubtheran beginnings in Pennsylvanis did
not come until the start of the 18th Century, but there were
¢ few traces of activity around PFhiladelphia during the

X
last decade of the century before, In 1694, a group of
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forty Germen Rosicruciansl ceme to settle nesr Philadelphis
on the Wissahickon, The founder of this secret society was
a Lutheren court preacher, Johann Andree, I1Its purpossc was to
delve into mysbticsl speculabtions and oppose Cetholicism and
alchemy, Johannis Kelpius was the leader of this particuler
group, Among ils members were Henry Bernhard Koester, nhaniel
Fglckner, and lester, Justua Falckner, all prominent in /mere
ican Lubtheran hisbory.z

fZoeater became the chgplaln of the group on board ship,
when the brotherhood arrived in Pennsylvenls, they be;&ﬁ Lo
conduct Lutheran meetings in the Wissahickon settlement,
Hoester presched the Tirst Cermen Lutheran service in Germaﬁ-

P 4 = 3
town in 1694.Y

199me nsme Rosieruelan signifies the union of sclenece
and Christianity, as symbolized by the rose and the erosa
(rosa: rose 4 crux: cross,)” Lars P, Quelben, The Lutheran
Church in Colonial imericsg (Yew York: Thomas YNslson and 3ons,
1940), pe. 103, At present In Zmerica, there are four fHosie
cruclan movements, the chief one being known as ANORC
(Ancient MysticUrder Hosge Cruecis), with headquarters st ian
Jose, California, ;

21bids, PPe 153~154,

3it is interesting to note that in splte of their en-
thusiastic tendencies, these German Kosicrucigns were said
to have adhered to the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, Hoegster
conducted orthodox Lutheran services in both the English and
Cermen Languages, See L, M, Blegener, "Heinrich Bernhard
Koester," Concordis Historicsl Institute Quarterly, XXIX
{January, 1950), pp. 1b68-159,
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However, no Lutheran congregastion was established gt thils
timeo4

The meetings of the Rosicrucisns attrected manyjﬁngliah
settlers who desired services in their own langvage, /prenge-
ments were made for English servicés in a private home in
Philadelphis, and in 1696, the English spegking groups built
Christ Church, the first Episcopazl Church in the colony,
Thomes Cleyton, sn Zplscopelisn minister, took charge of the
congregatlion end was gssisted by Koester until 1700 when the
latter returned to Germany. Both Clayton and hoester gather-
ed anti-Queker members,

The Rosicruclan brotherhood later moved from fhilsdels
pnia and became part of the Iphreta colony, They did mot
aet up s congregation of their own, perhsps becauss some of
thelr leaders parted company., Hoester ¥ent.back to Germany;
Daniel Falckner end Justus Falckner stayed in the New World,
bub becsme Lutheran ministers,®

Francis Daniel Pastorius, & Lubtheran Fletist, caﬁe o
jmerica in 1683 as the ggent of the Frankfort Lend Compsny.
He and a group of Mennonltes and Quekers laid out Germantown,

a2 sebttlement e little north of Fhiledelphia, Pastoricus has

4,pdel Hoss Wentz, The Luthersn Church in fmerican Hise-
tory (Second Edition; Philadelphia: The United Lutheran PFub-
lication House, c.1933), p. 55,

SQuelben, op. cit., pPe 155,
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little significance in later Luthersn history in Pennsylvania,
for he soon drifted ewsy to the Quakers,®

In 1700, Deniel Falckner, who hed gone to Germany.under
the sponsorship of the liosicrucian brotherhood to procure
ministeriel help, returned to replace Pastorius as agent fopr
the Frankfort Land Company. .ccompanying him were his joungerp
brother, Justus ”olc&ner, and several theologlcal Stud@ﬂtﬂ.
Justus wes ordeined in 1703 at the “loria Dei Church in Fhil-
adelphies and took up &« pastorate in Xew York,?

Daniel Falekner remained in Fennsylvania and became the
ploneer Lutheren pastor theres, 1t is not known just when he
was ordeined; but he performed Lhe ministoerisl scts as cne
who possessed the credentials of the office.® The first
Germgn Lutheran congregation iﬁ Fennaylvania was organized
by Deniel Falckner in dontgomery Counbty at New Hanover in

1708, <The settlement was known as Pglokuner's Swamp, snd wes

Gire Oliver lothstein, Lutheran lakers of America (¥hili-
adelphia: The UnitedLutheraen Publication House, C.l900),
ppe 101-102.

7Justus Palckner's ordination wes the first Lutheran or-
dination in fmerica. The Swedish pastors, Rudmen, Bjork,
and Sandel officlebed, wualben, Op. cil., p. 164,

Sgualben believes he was ordained in Germeny, either
before 1694 or during his visit in 1698-1700, Qualben, on,
elte; pse 163, Flnck is of the opinion thai he was not ore
deined until efter he begen his work in Hew Jersey 1in 1708,
William J, Finek, iutheran Landmarks snd Pioneers in ; merieg
(Philsdelphias: General Council Publication House, 1931,

P. 94,
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inhabited by Lutherans who had zccompanied Falckner to
Americe in 1700, Falckner served them until 1708 when he
left fopr YWew Jcrsey.g In 1719, at Falcknsr's Swamp, fifty
acres of land were donated as a s3ite for a2 new church gnd
30h001u10

Uther congregsbions which came into existence were those
et Germesntown and "hiladelphla, Inthony Jacob Henkel, Cerman
Lutheran nsstér, arrived in Americs in 1717.33 &n exilé. ie
began presching to the Germans in both of these places &8
well as in the congregsbtion slready esteblished st Ialcknes's
Swemp, It is probgble thet he founded end orgenized the con-
gregations in Germantown and *hilegdelphis, Henkel dled in
1728, 12

The msjority of German Lutheran immligrants in the esriy
years of the 18th Century hesiled from the Palatinate, where a

nuaber of wars had scarved and raveged their lands and homes.

9entz, op. cits, pDs 57-58.

10fgmund Jacob Wolf, fhe Lutherans in Americs (New York:
Jde Aa Hill and Companj', 1889)3 Po 173.

llgentz, op. cites Pe 53, lNeve and Allbeck stots that
John Caspar stoever, Sr., 18 "supposed to have organized”
the firat congregation in "hiledelphia, See J. L. Neve end
Willard De Allbeck, History of the Lutheran Church in imerica
(Burlington, lowa: The Lutheren Litersry soard, 1954), D. 40,
Gpzcbner 1s silent on the subject. XHo does mentlon that the
firat known pastor at Ihlladelphia was Johann Christian Sechula,
who came in 1732, 3Jee !, L. Gracbner, Geschlchte der Luther-
isechen Kirche in America {St. Louis: Concordia rfublishing
House, 1892), Brster Theil, pp. 242-240.
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L6 first, these Feletine emigrents found their wey to New
York, However, the New York colony soon geined an unwhole-
some repubstion for 1ll-treating the Cermans, and the tide
of immigration turned toward Permsylﬁania.l2

John Cespar 3Stoesver, 3r, and John Cespar Stoever, Jr,
arrived in Philadelphia in 1728, The father soon went to
Virginia, but the young Stoever remained in Pennsylvania, He
treveled up and down the colony for a number of years doing

migalon work,1o

[ The church at Tulpehocksn was formed by Palatine Luther-
ang who had for a tlme settled in FNew York, When they were
harshly treated by Lew Xork suthorities, meny decided to make
thelr way to Pennsylvania, agnd in 1723 settled at Tulpehocken '
in the Lebgnon Velley. For g time, the younger Stoever was
psstor there, It is probable thet Henkel visited the congre-
gation, somecbice later, a split was caused in the congrega-
tion in connection with Count Zinzendorf's unionistic activ-
ities there, The friction resulted in the erection of

Lfeparate church buildings. % Colonel John Conrad Welser

l29entz, op. clte, Do &6

131bid., pp. 88-59.

l4ieve snd Allbeck, Op. cit., p. 47. Count Ludwig von
Zingendorf stratled the fence betwesn Lulhersnism and Norave
isnism, actually leaning closer to Horavianism, His goal
was to unibte ell the German groups into one church, over whilech
he would have authorlity.
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moved t0 Tulpehocken in 1729, and in 1732 became the offie
clal interpreter of Indlen sffeirs for Pennsylvania.15
|

Cther congregatlions appesred at Providence (the Trappe)
end Lancazster, The letter congregation was the "largest and
strongest™ of these early Pennsylvanis German Lutheran
churches; It was ofgsnized by John Casper Stoever, Jr, in
1729,16 ‘

[~ "Soon the counties of York, Lebanon, Lancaster, Herks,
Lehlgh, Bucks, Adams snd Montgomery were dotted by Lutheran
preaching places and congregabions, "7  The difficulty was
to get pestors to men these stations, John Christian ichulz
arrived in Pennsylvanias iIn 1732, bubt stayed in ifmerica hardly
e yeare. while he was in the colony, he ordesined Stoever
into the mlnistrg,ls and succeeded in unlting the congrega-
tions at FPhiladelphlas, Providence and ¥New Hznover into one

arish,  He then persuaded the parlsh to send him to Germany

to obtain more pastors and funds for the ercction of churghes

1550thatein, ope cito, De 89
18§eve end cllbeclk, 0p. Cibe, Po 47.
1?':511ﬂ.1b9n, _QEQ Oite, po lSSg

183t0ever had besn refused ordination when he requested
it of Daniel Falckner in 1731, Te hed been performing the
sets of the ministerisl office simply bscause of the scarsity
of pastors, i#iis ordinetion in 1733 wes the second Lutheran
ordinatlon in America, Justus Falckner's was the first,
ieve gnd 7llbeck, op. cite; P. 49,
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and schools, .chulz never reburned and the congregations
hgd to wait for nine jears for their next regulsr pastor.

iuring this perliod when German Lutheran ministers were
scarce, thoe Swedlsn Lutheran pestors offered their services
to the spirituslly staerving Cerman coﬁgregationa. They preach-
ed to congregetions in snd gbout Flhlledelphis and st Lancss-
ter, Germantown and York,+o ' ‘

From 1700 to 1720, there was a steady stresm of German
lmnigrants flowlng into the.colony, EBetween 1720 end 1740,
the number lucreased =nd reached its pesk during the fourth
decado.

dany of them soughl and found & home in Philadel=

phls and its vieinlty, and, although unable in their
poverty elther to build church or school-house, or
even Lo secure the ground for such an objeet, they
nevertheless maintsined Che uniby of the, a¢iuﬂ, and
ho:cfu]ly swaited a more prosperous day.

Thet day came with the arrival of Henry Helchoir Huhlenberg,

Henry Mdelchior iuhlenberg
German Lutheran history in Pennaylvania after 1740 snd
during the remainder of the colonisl period centers around

the influential person of Henry Helchior Iuhlenberg. For

19017 1s of the opinion that iwedish psstors founded
the congregations at Lancaster, Germantown, and York, Jee
dolf, oOpe. Cibe, Do 218,

20g, W, schaeffer, Harly History of the Luthersp Chupch
in America (Philsdelphis: Lutheran Board of Publicatlion,
18575’ pa 07.




| I

-
¢

the tremendously important pousilion which he was to occupy in

amerdcen Luthersnism, Muhienberg was exceedingly well gugli-~
fied,

e ‘e ws

e was strong in body and richly endowed in heart
end mind, Dignified and magnetic in his peraoﬂal
eppearance, endowed with unusual tact and a2deptability,
pleassnt and cordial in his relasticns with men, cap-
able of speaking Labtin, Duteh and Fnglish fluently
besides his native Germen, treined in the CGerman dAchool
of Pletism in 1ts best days, a scholarly theologian snd
a firm Luthersn, snd possessed with remarkable nowers
of organization sand asdministration -- these charazcter-
1at1cs made %thenberg the Patriarch of the Iuthersn
Church .L_J merlica, 2l

‘habry

_ ' Nuhlenberg wes educated at the universitles of Goetbi-
gen and Jena, It was intended that hs should go to Indiec as
g missionary, but in 1739, he recelved an urgent cell tcl
Grosshemnnersdori in lastern Ssxony. Muhlenberg accepted the

call end was ordalned st Lelpzig in 1739, After serving two

years st this place, he msde a visit to his childhood home
gnd on his wey stopped et Halle ih September, 1741, Sotthell
sugust rrancke, head of the mlsslon school there, urged
vuhlenberg to asccept a challenging ¢s1ll to "the dispersed
lutherans in Pennsylvanias,” After brlel but serious consid-

eretion, Muhlenberg as:¢::e:pi:.ea<:‘u,"‘8

On his way to imerica, Huhlenberg stsyed nine weeks with

2Xuslben, 0p. cit., D, 204,

£€2y411ism J, Mann, Life and Times of Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg (FPhiladelphia: Ge . Fre ~derick, 1888), P Sle
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Dr, Prederick Ziegonhagen, Lutherasn court preacher 1a [ondon,
Ziegenhagen extended him a warm recsption and showed a gene
uine interest in the German Luthersn work in ﬁmevica.ga

Here, Muhlenberg received the officlal written call from the

congregations at Philadelphla, Wew Providence and New Hg 1over.24

On his way =galng ﬂuhlenberg firat landed in Georgia, wisited
with the Jelzburg Lubtherans there, and finally arrived in
Philadelphia, lovember 25, 1742,

Muhlenberg was entering upon a confused state of affairs
shen he arrived among Yubherans in Philadelohia, In the ine-
terim of nine yeers between 3chulz and Muhlenberg, the congre=-
gation of rhiladelphis and vicinity hsd no pastor with the
exception ¢f valentine Kraft,as an aged men without éredentinls
rho came aix years afber 3chulz had left in 1739, But he waes
herdly o meteh for the megnetic Count Zinzendorf, who arrive

ed smong Luthersns in Pennsylwvanla posing es ¢ Luthersn psa-

FioTe Zinzendorf had becn sppointed Zishop of the Horaviang
¥

in 1737 znd hed come to America under an gssumed nsme in 1741,
Through his sctivities, he sucgceeded In geining a considerable

Lutheran following, The result was a split in the congrege-

253chaeffer, op. cit., p. 208,
2B 2

iann, Op. s D+ 99,

20;pasbner describes Kraft as a guestionable chesrastey
who pushed his way into the church at Philsdelphia, Gracbner,
Ops eits, po 257,
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tions &t Philadelphia, lew Hanover and Hew Providence:fP
~nto this confusion, Muhlenberg sterped entirely un-
ganounced since Lhsre hed been no correspondence betwesn the
"ennsylvanla congregetions and the authorities in Turopae aince
1739, [hrough tact and patience, he gradually managed to
eatablisli hinaelf as the pastor of his congregations st lsw
Hanover, lew Providence, and Philedelphia., He replaced 7,
Schmidt, & quack doctor posing a3 g preascher at ¥Wew lLanover,
end Valentine Kraft at New Providence end 'hiladelphis, 4t
Philadelphia, the people met with him in 2 carpenter or but-
cher shop; in hew Providence, s barn; in Xew Hanover, a half-
finished log buildiug.27 SThe credentialas received from %ie-
genhagen in London proved very valuable to Hduhlenberg., A4after
e period of four weeks, he was able to clear up the trcubleﬁ
singendorf returned to Germany sfter a public conversation,
(1t was hardly s debute) in which Munlenberg asserted his
right to be the pasbor of the Lutheran congregations.ge
There remained, hu#ever,-vn active remnant of .inzendorf's
follovwers in the colony

When the thiree united congregations took Muhlenberg as

26Quslben, Op. Git., pp. 202~E03; and Wentz, op. elt.,
Ppe. 68-69, i

27j%eve and Allbeck, Ope. Sife, Do 56,

28 a0 interesting report of the conversation rscorded by
Huhlenberg is given in .ppendix II of Qualben, Ope Cltay
DPDe £30=-289,
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thelr pastor, he was instelled in Gloris Dei Church in FPhilae
delphia by the 3wedish psator from Wilmington, Rev., Peter
Tranberz. ¥uhlenberg's work wes eubt oubt for him, and he ime

mediastely set himself to the task of building and rebullding

conprecations., The motto of his activity was EBeclesis Planban-

da =~ the Church must be planted.29

It wes not long before Huhlenberg added e fourth congre-
gntion, Germantown, to the three he was already serving, ¥He
2180 undertook the estgblishment of schools for the instruection
of children, Sinece teachers were difficult to get, he himself
undertook the instruection of the'children in his four congre-
gations, spending a week st each place in succession,9¢ Gella
for help were continually coming to him and he would spend
» of his time traveling and presching to oﬁher congrega-

tions than his own.

In splite of ell this responsibility and work, Xuhlen-
berg!s solary wes very meager. This 1s easily understood when
one ccnsiders the poor finencial atatus of his parishionsers.
Bihe firset yesr one congregstion contributed e horse, snother

nocthing, and = thlrd berely enough to pay rent, oL

“%%eve ond Allbeck, Ope clto; D 586,

9095114 em Warren Sweet, Relipion in Colonial imerica g |
(new York: Cherles dcribner's oSons, 1947)s, De 241,

31}.6"!«'-' F-_'i.l(l ’-llbockp 9‘?_1’ &:}_Ea » pq b{i ° :r
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During his gecond yeur, luhlenberyg already found himself in
debt and his clothes were almost worn out, but he registered
no compleints. Through his merriage to Anne larie Welser,
deughter of the famous govermment Indian agent, liuhlenberg
intimated that his place to secrve was in Fennsylvenia, and
that he nccepted ths chalisnge to plant the church thepe.9<
From this marriage procecsded one of the most distinguished
families in the early history of the United States,
he cheollenge wihilch lay before uhlenberg was overwhelmw
ing., He was contlnuslly locking for éo—laborers in his work.
3hortly after his errivel, a.cartain Rev, Toblias Wagner came
into the sces snd ministersed to "some half dozen congregations
in Pennsylvanle,” Bub Hublenberg found it difficult to work
1

with him, inute reports were sent regularly by iluhlen-

berg to the subthorlties of the mission school at Helle, The

3

reports continuelly reyuested reilniorcements in men and mOnNey.

In the meantime in 1743, J. F. Vigera, a layman, came from

the Fbenezer colony in Gsorgia to Geke chasrge of one of the
schools begun by Nuhlenberg, J. J. Loeser, another teacher,

arrived sbout the same bime,°%

32:1115:_11)&1’19 OpRe. © Ces Do 208,

ca

SMenn, op. c¢ite., p. 148,

Yentz, op., clt., p. 70.

Gl
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In 1745, three men errived from Halle, one pastor and
twc oatechists. The pastor, Rev. Peter Brunholtz, took charge

of the congregatlons in Philedelphis end Germentown, while

Ljﬂ.the gchools, fter lluhlenberg had made preliminary visits
tc i.encaster, Psator John FPrederick lHsndschuh was plsced
here in 1748, TYow that Muhlenberg had received help from

Brunholtz, he wss sble to devote more time to the outlying

Oulls for help begen to reach him from varicus
qu@;tprs and wherever poasible he responded, giving
himsell unreservedly to the work of catechizing, con=-

firming, teaching, reconciling, establishing, buiég-
ing, presching, ond administering the sacraments,
The 3Synod at Fhiladelphis
At the middle mark of the 18th Century, it has heen esgw
timated that there were 2t legst forty thcusend nomingl Luth-
erans in Pennsylvania.éﬁ with this tremendous influx of

Lutherans in such @& comparatively short space of time, i€

wes felt thabt there shoulid be some organization to tie the

acattered congregations together,

lready in 1744, the first suggestion for a synod came

from two laymen, FPebter Xock and denry Schleydorn of the 7ficaeco

531bid., pp. 62-71,
561b1d,, pe 57,




Church, The sugpestlon was bypasscd whoen 8 Swedlsh pastor
urged that the Synod include zl30 the followers of Zinzendorf,
¥Muhlenberg was decldedly opposed to the lnclusion of Zingenw
; i o1l Cwer v obviona 5 ey - 37
dorf's followers for obvious reasons,
C Later in 1748, there was r more receptive attitude btoward
the 1des of a synod. 3eversl ressons were responsivle fop
bhie ehange,  Thers wes a feeling that the congregationa should
service. *Each succeeding year of ine
ereoacd imninretion impresssd upon bthe people the immenseness
of the mlsslonsgpyy tesk which the people faced slone, 2here
was & desire smong the congregaticons tec protect themselves
o S i P O e PSR A L S & o AT a2 N A8 4. a - =
rom bthe Zinzendorfl unicnistlic inflluence,“” snd they locked

bty Lo relesse unqualified pastors who foreed

In spril of 1748, HNuhlenberg, Srunholtz, and Handsschuh

-

reed vpon & common liturgy for the churches, About the same

phia had planned to dedicate the new 3bt, Micheel's Church some-
time in Asugust of the same year,

All of thcse’ﬁevelopments favored ne orgenicetion of the

57ﬁua1bon, ope cibs, ». 202,

32ieve and Allbecls, one Sltey pPs 57
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iynod, Hubhlenberg recognized the opportunity sfforded, end
celled Uhoe minisbters and lay representatives together in "hile

adelphias Jt. ldichaell's Church was dedicated on .ugust 28,

1748, On bthe same day, Lurbz wes ordsined there as pastor of

39

the Eulpahucuvl congregation,
e ey e e - ¥ - @ Py s WY X" - ~ S2i 4 -
v LG NexL '..;L)-J; uh&u.ﬂ\a 530, 1/4(3, at -Jhg i::lCﬂ&C'.L'S,-

bhe dynod wes formed, Ylt weas the second Lutheran synod in

a0

america, - wix pastors were present: iunlenberg, Brunholtsz,

;andschul, and surtz were regular members; Jonenn Christoff

tartwlg of tew YOork and Johan Spgndin, the Swedish provout,
A5

wepre advigory maanbers.’

b

. ihere were twenty-four lsy delegetes
who represented ten OQJJ,_:,.L" cgatlons.

(he 3ynod wes first known as the "United Fastoprss!4®
the parishes were called the "Unlted Congregstions,” HHuhlenw

’berg,'as might be expected, was sccorded by common consent

39 ] ""','T;.;Z, Op. Ci tq'.—; Da 7e N
0 . - A R bt
40me fipst Lutheren aynod in /merics consisted of Hew

Yorkk and Kew Jersey charchas and was held in 1735 at the
Reriton Church in ‘ew Jersey. See Qualben, Op._cit.,
PPe. 19H~196, -

4luther Lubtheran pastors like John Usspar Stoevery Joe
and Tobias Wagner were not invited to the first meeting of
the Synod because, according to the record, they called ithe
synod's pastors pletists, declined the new common liturgy,
end were Lmproperly cslled. heve snd Allbeck, Op. cil.,
Poe b8,

425t present, 1t is called the Hinlsterium of Penusyle
vania,
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F‘ The chief business matter on the agenda at the first
meeting of the dynod was the examinatlion of the proposed
common liturgy, agreed upon earlier by liuhlenberg, Brunhelisz,
and ligndschuh, The common liturgy was based chiefly on the
liturgy of the Savoy Church in London, The liturgy was ae
dopted at the Synod; bub, instead of being printed, was copied
by each pastor for himself, In 1754, it was sent %o Halle for
epproval, Lven though this was the only ﬁzief matter of bual-
ness pttended to, the ratification of the liturgy was guite

, significent, Jualben says:

|

This common liturgy was importsnt because 1t pro-
moted the proper character of the public services, the
gdministretion of thghSFGrament, and the unification

i of thecongregations,=?

r
L% first there was no formelconstitution of the Synod,

It gredually developed in unwritten form and was formslly
adopted efter the colonisl period hsd ended. The meetings of

the Synod went on regulaerly up to 1754, then cessed for sove

eral year3944 During these years, imnigrants swermed into
she Lutheran aveass and overwhelmed the pastors with works
fhen too, some of the new pastors and leymen objected to the
| 5ynod, especially those who had no comncction with Halle,*®

But in 1760, the 3ynod was revived again chiefly through theo

43Qualben, ODo gites Pe 211,

4S3entz, ope Clbto, PPe 74-75.
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encouragement snd instigation of Charles Maegnus Wrangel, the
Swedlsh provost, whose friendship and direction was greatly
appreclated by Muhlenberg snd the other German Lubtheran

pastors,

Later Develcpments

liuhlenberg and his associates were deeply concerned with
the problém of gelning and holdling s well-trained clergy., A
yesr after the Synrod Was organized at rhiladelphia, iluhlenberg
negotiated the purchase of the 49-acre tract of land in Phil-
adelphia upon which he intended to bulld a seminsary, & school,
and & home for the aged., Lack of funds, particularly, end
othor mestters which pressed Muhlenberg for time delayed sction
on the plan, During his lifetime, Huhlenberg's plan was not

realized, THowever, training of a native ministry went on in

spite of the fuct that they had no seminary. iany of the

theological crndidates were trained in the parsonages of the

pastors, Muhlenberg trained several himself,

3t. fichsel'!s congregation in Philedelphia soon becsme
one of the largest Lutheran congregations in the colony due
to the steady streem of German immigration., The congregation
wss composed of a casidersble vﬁriety of Germans{45 each one
of whom, it seemed, had different ideas on the matter of

church govermment, /3 & result, friction developed in the

4630e Qualpen, op. clt. p. 212, for the verleties of
Germans,
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congregation to such an extent that Pastor Hsndschuh, who

wes serving "hiladelphia at this tige, wee uneble to cepe with
the situatlon. A cgll for help was 1ssued to Muhlenberg end
he rebturned to Phlladelphis in 17861 to take charge of the con-
gregation and restore order, 3hortly thereafter, at Mahlen-
berg's 1nstiéation, the congregation declded unanimously on
the framing of & congregatibnal ® nstitution,

Because of his rich background snd expericnce, Muhlen-
berg was elected to write the document, He was glven wvalueble
egsietance and sdvice by the sgble Swedish Lutherasn vnasisor,
wrangel, In its finsl form, the document represented the
result of years of experience among the German, Swedish, and
Dubeh Lutherzns in America, Un October 18, 1762, the consbi-
tution, bearing the nome "Fundamental irticles," was adopted
by the 3t, Michsel's congregation, It wes the first conatitu-
tion for a congregation in the Lutheran Church in &merioa,47
end 1t becsme the model for meny others to follow,

ualben gives a summary of the four principles outlined
in the document:

(1) The pestor was pledged to "declare the Word of

God publicly, in a pure, plain, solld esnd edifying man-

ner, according to the foundation of the Apostles and

ropheta, and the unaltered Augsburg Confession."

(2) The loecal congregetion was invested with the per-

petual right to elect its own pastor snd officers,
(3) The government of the local congregation was nob

478eve gnd Allbeck, op. cite Ps 59,
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direct, but through the council, which consisted of

the elected pastor and officers, (4) Synodical advice

was provkged for in cuse a pastor wes to be called or

deposede.

The early history of Cermen Lutheranism in eastern Penne
sylvanis cen justly be written around the life of Henry ¥elw
chior Muhlenberg. The beginnings mede before nhis coming
seemed o be the prepsretion for his arrival. snd from 1748
until his death in 1787, a significant epoch in smerican
Lutheran history was in progress, 'the early contributiona

of Henry delchior Muhlenberg to Americen Lutheranism have

mede him the Pateiarch of the Lutheran Church in Americsa,

“48iuslben, op. cit., pp. 2l3-214,
op. cit




CHAPTER V
OTHER GERMAN GROUPS

In addition to the Luthersans, there were six other. dere
man religious bodies which found their way into eastern Fenne
dylvania during the colonial period, They were the lennon-
ites, Dunkers, Ephratites, Moravians, Schwenkfelders, and Re-

formed,

The Hennonites

The smerican Mennonites sprang from the followers of
enno Sinon, a peace-loving leader who gethered anti-radigsl
people from the radicsl Anabaptist movement during the gener=
sl period of the Heformastion, They were particularly khown
for their refusal to bear erms, anti-revolutlionary tendencles,
rcjectlion of state control over church, end strict way of
1life,

Te the Mennonites and Quakers together belongs the dis-
tinction of bezinniang the grest German migration inéo Pennsyl=-
vania,

Between 1655 and 1680, Quekers from Englend toured the

Europesn continent and gained a number of converts in the

Mennonite settlements elong the #hine, William Penn's {irst
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sppesal to take up residence in his new colony in imerics

S

to these newly converted Quekers and their llene
E ¢

wes mede
nonite friends,

The first to accept Penn's offer was a group of Ger-
man people of Duteh descent 1living in the city of Crefeld

elong the Rhine near the Lulch border, The group consisted

=l

o
ot

hirteen femilles, mostly Quakers ol Mennonite backzround,
In thelr city, they had only s measure of toleration, and

8c the promises of relligious freedom held out by the pros-
pect of sebtbtling in lenn's new colony appealed to them =
grest desl,

About the year 1682, a group of German pletista from
Prankfort on the HMain purchssed a tract of land north snd
west of Phlladelphia, formed the Frankfort Land Company,
gnd appointed Francis Deniel Pasterius gs their sgent, Feas-
torius errived in Philadelphls in August of 1dB83, ecbout two
months before the Crefeld settlers, and laid out the sebile-

ment of Germantown,®

lHenry . Smith, The Story of the jiennonites (Berne,
Indisna: liennonite Boouk Concern, c.lv4l), ppe. o50=-837,

23mith, = Mennonite, believes Fastorius' vole as found-
er of Germentown has been overemvhssized, He prefers to
call him the historigsn of the settlement, implylng thet the
Crefeld "Mennonites" were reeslly the founders, 1Ibid,,
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On October 6, 1683, the thirteen Grefeld families®
errived in Philedelphia, They proceeded directly to Zerman-
town and there estgblished the first permanent Mennonite
colony in /merice Which was slso the first German cclony.4

In the early years of Germantown, the Quskers and Yen-
nonites held ¢ majority in the settlement, In 1686, s com-
munity meeting house was bullt in which the Suakers and ten-
nenites worshipred together, By 1690, the Mennonites were
worshipping epart from the Guekers in a2 privsete home, This
wes probebly due o the instigeation of Williem Rittenhouse,
who had srrived in Pennsylvanis in 16883 and in 1690, wes
chosen to be the Henronite minlster, By 1705, the Quakers
had bullt their own meeting house snd had withdrawn from the
commnity bullding. In 1708, the lernonites erected 2 log
house for thelr meetings,

Later, Mennonite immigrents turned to other greas,

In 1702, a sccond Mennonite colony was esteblished sboutb
thirty miles north of Cermantown on the Skippack Creck, This
area became, for a time, the center of a group of Hennonites

from the Paletinste, By 171<, the iennonite membership in

Speniel Cassel states that the thirteen families wsre
mostly Memnmonite, Deniel K. Cassel, Geschichte der lennon-
iten (Philadelphia: I. Kohler, 1890), p. 63, Smith is pro=-
baebly more correct in seying there were twelve newly convert-
ed Qusker femilies and one llennonite. 3mith op., ecit.;, p. 837,

41bid,
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the two congregations af CGCermentown end the Skippsck num-
bered ninety-nine persons out of an estimeted ¥Wennonite pop-
vlation of two hundred,® By 1750, the Mennonite sebtlement
aleng the Skippack had expanded into a large community, ten
miles long on both sldes of the creek

Host of the laber Mennonites from the Palatinate, by
pagsed Germentown and the surrounding territory, and heszded
ferther west toward the pickh farm Yands In Bucks and Lencaster
countica, The most important Palatinete colony was cstablish-
ed by Swiss Palatine lennonites at Pequea Creek which {lows
through Lencester Counby into the Susguehanna River, ‘This
gettlement wss estebllished in 1710 by ten mer who acquired
ten thoussnd acresa of land in that area, Turing the next
half-century, persecuted snd poverty-stricien Palatine Man-

nonites poured into this area, By 1750, the Mennonites ogccu-

pied glmost all of the rural part of Lancaster County, which

soon was considered the Hennonite center in the colonies,®
In 1756, iartin Boehm, g farmsr in Lancaster County, was !

chosen by lot to be a lennonite minister, Mo was gppointed

s Mennonite Bishop in 1759, Gradually, he broke awasy from

the conventional preachling end orthodox practice of the len-

nonitea, In the yecrs 1766 to 1768, he met Philip Otbterbelin,

B o
Ihid.y; pe D39,

61bid,, pp. 543-560, |

s RO | n o s
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Reformed miniszter, The two develcped a friendship which led
to the organizatlion of the United CGrethren “hurch, ' Boekm
was also connected with the Methodists toward the end of the
coloniel periocd, Beceuse of his aszoclation with other derome
ingtiona, the Mennonites exeluded him from their churctx‘7
ihe Mennonite immlgrants were mostly farmers and eonse-
queﬁt]; avolded the towns snd cities which were established
gfter their srrivel, Thiz isolation probably affected their
chureh 1ife. There wes little if pny organization smons the
churches, Fach group or congregetion attended to its own
rffpoirs with joint actlon only when necessary., In 1727, a
joint meeting of all the Pennsylvanla congragations wes held
to discuss an English translation of theilr confession of
faith,® :
By the end of the colunial period, there were z number
cof ilennonlte congregstions in Montgomery, Bucks, Berks, Lshigh,
Northhampton, Chester and Lancaster Countiez.® 1In spite of

their masny scettered congregations in eastern Pennsylvanis,

their total membership was not greats It has been estimated

"Dopa Mae Clark, "Martin Boehm," Dictionary of Americen
Bio%ranhy, edited by 4llen Johnson (New lorik: Charies Soribe
ner's 3ons, 1943), II, 403-406,

BSmi‘bh, OPs cit.y, Po 5.\560

9Cassel glves a deteiled history of H¥ennonite asctivibty
in each of these counties, Cassel, Op. cit., pp. 88-147,
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that the nwmhef of Yennonites who came to Pennsylvanla during

the 1ﬁth'5nntnry was cert.}nlf not over btwenty-five hundred, 110
The iunértunce‘of the Yennonite history 1n sastern Venne

aylvania does nbt conslst in numbors. Tﬁeir significance

lies -in the fech that they opencd a path to AZmerice which many

other German groups were to follow,

The Dunkers

The'Duﬁkers are known by severgl different names:
German Baptist Brethren, Dunkards, Taufers, Tunkers, Tunkerds,
and Dippers. A9 one might expect from such a vsriety of
nemes, bLhe group owes its distinebtion to_a form of baptiasm,
The Dunkers specializge in tirlne immersion, the sct of dipving
the candidate for bsptism three tines face forward in s
flowing stream.

The first group of German Baptists from which the Dunkors
sprang can be traced to .chwarzenau in Hesse Csasel, Here,
in 1708, the first group of German Baptlst Brethren were
gethered together by ilexander Mack, formerly of the Reformed
ghurch, He was asalsted by Christopher Hochmann, who head
become s pletist under Francks's influence at Hg lle° Hochmann
did not favor orgenizatlion, but Hagk ssw no other way to

maintein the work. Hence, the first Church of German Baptist

103mith, op, cite, Ps 548,

N e e Rl A
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Brethren was formed when Mlack had himnself baptized and then

bapbtlzed a group of seven according to the uamicue rita.ll

ihe moveonent soon spread and othsr congregations were

formed throughout Germeany. ne group was organized at

€9 Shste
‘arlndora and laber moved to Crefeld., Ia 1719, the conzresa-

L i (3]

tlon at Crefeld, led by Pster Becker, began the migration to

<
>
=
&
L]

guerlca, Ib all of 1712, sbout twenty fasmilies arrived
in "hiladelpbla, From there, they split up: 3dme golng %o
rmsnbown, soms to skippsck, some to Oley, and some to Con-
esboge and cher glzcesglg

4t fivst, the Germen D:ptists weres rather lgx in observ-.

ing thelr religlous ceremonies probably because they had besn

r thelr arrlivsl in asmerice, But in

C!v

widely scatbered aftc
1725, Peter Becker gathered 17 Dunkers in his home at Terman-
town for the purpose of organiziog a congregstion, This

group formed the flrst Dunker Church iIn smerica, choosinug

Bocker as thelr elder, William Warren Sweet glves s deserip-

L.

tion of the cersmonies:

During the day, six new converts were baptlized in

11ly13110m derren Sweeb, Religion in Colonial America
(New York: Charles 3cribuer's 3ons, 1947), DPs 2L7-2108,

lnmor gen *dwards, deterials Towards s History of ithe Bape

tists in | ennsfqunla, as cited by David Benedict, 3 Histom
of of the Baptists in the Middle states (Philadelphia: imaplcen
Baptist Publication Society, 1898), p. 599.
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Wiscericlton Croek; after which they gasthered asround a
long table in the home of another member, the women on

1. %

onie side end the men on the other, whore, after 2 service

of song, praeyer and scripture reading, they washed one

another s feety, Then they partook of e meel, followed

by SOﬁnunion, pabsed the 'holy klss of cnarity " gave

the right hand of fellowshi; I%* brought the meeting

to a close with prayer and nymn.

ihe orgaenizetion of this Tfirst congregation seemed 4o
encourage activity among Dunkers in other areas, A congrega-
tion was formed et Conestoga in Lancaster County in 1724, where
Conred Beissel was chosen elder. In 1728, sflexunder lpck,
the founder of the Germen Baptist Brethren at Schwarzensu,
arrived with sbout thirty families and %ook charge of the
rapidly-developing Dunker movement in Pennsylvenia, By 1770,
fourteen congregebions hed been formed in Pennsy1Vsnia.l4

figst of the Dunkersz formerly had been Lutherans and
Fresbyterians, end they had no connection whatsoever with
other Baptist groups, In fact, "they did not know that there
wss in the world such a people a3 the Baptists.“15

Like the Guakers, the Dunkers were plain in thelr lane

guage and dress, and they refused to teke oaths or engsge in

fighting. The men usually wore besrds, The people observed

sunday as the day of worship, and thelr religlous observangas

133weet, ope. cite, pPo 218,
141pid,

18henry Q. Vedder, 4 History of the Beptists in the lide
dle Sbates (Philedelphia: fmerican Baptist -ublicastion society,

1898T5 Pe 7Q,
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ineluded the Lord's 3Supper, love-feasts, the washing of fect,
the kiss of cherity, the right hand of fellowshlp, the anolnt-
Ing of the sick with o0il. They were congregational in their
form of church government and had no ministers; enyone in the
congregation was allowed to Spe&k.le The distinective festure
of the Dunkers, as mentioned before, was thelir insistence on

trine immerslon,

ihe Iphrata Soclety

The Lphrate Sceiety czme into exisbence as & result of
a division gmong the Dunkers, W%While there is a close rela-
tionship between the two groups, the two must not be confused
since the Ephrata group arese a number of years laber and made
a declsive break with the Dunkers, The Society ¥as organized
about the year 1730 by Conred Beissel in, a flourishing sabttle-
ment near Lancaster.l? .

Conrad Beissel wes a journeyman bsker from Eberbesch in
the Peletinate, In 1715, in the course of his journeys, he
became acguainted with a group of pletists who converted him

to their views, He was twentj-seven years old at the time of

his converslons He tock to the pletistic life guite well,

16yorgan idwards, Materlsls Towards a History of the Sap-
tists in Pennsylvenle, a3 cited in Sweel, op. cit., p. =18,

178enedict, op. citos; P 914
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even inslisting that celibacy was a primary requirement for
one who consecrated his life to the service of G‘rod..l8

After s few years, he came t0 Schwarzenau end Crefeld
where he assoclated with the German Baptist Brethren. Tith
two companions who shared his religlous views, Stuntz and
3tiefel, Beissel struck out for /merica end arrived in Boston
in 1720, From Boston, he ﬁent immediately to Germantown,
PFinding it impossible to practice his trade there, he served
as a weaver's apprentice'in the home of Peter Becker, the Dun-
xer older.i?

In 1721, Beissel and Stuntz established a solitary resi-
.dence in Juehlbach, Lebanon County. Stiefel, the other com=
panion of Bsissel, eventuslly come Lo the establishment,
However, since 3tiefel felt that Belssel was too rmuch of sn
aacebic, he wlithdrew to Bethlehem sfter a brief stay., His de-
parture seems Lo have sbarted a genersl eiodus. One after
énother, Belssel's followers left him, ineluding Stuntz, who
sold the residence to get back the money which he had loaned
o Beissel.zo

The dlsappointed Beissel now returned t0 Germantown snd

18paul 3, Leinbach, "Johann Conrad Beissel,"” Dictionary
Jmericen Bilofrephy, edited by Allen Johnson (Kew Xorii
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1943), II, l4éc-143,
193weet, ON. cites Do 211

“ULeinbech, op. cibe, Po 142,
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was baptized by Peter Becker, ifter his beptism;, he assumed
tﬁe neme “Friedssm Gottrecht,™ and for a time, he scrved as
an elder in the Conestoge Tunker congregation,

In 1732, seven years after his baptism, Beissel eatab-
lished the iphrata colony in Lancaster County. The Ephrata
community was estgblished on two msin ldeas: Beigsel's aver-
sion to marriage, and the observance of Saturday as the day of

rest. The community wes made up of Solltary Brethren (unmsr-

L7

ied men), Sisters (unmarried women), snd marrised couples who

-

o)

pledged continence. Cubtside of these differences, thelr re-
ligious customs were cuite similar to those of the Dunkers,

The Ipbreta coluny was a "semli-monastic, communistic
community,“gl Communal dwellings wsre bullt for men and women
gensretely, ‘There were cells for those who preferred solitude,
‘the colony hsd the largest chapel in Pennsylvenla, and 1t was
eracted without the use‘of iron, Large hells were bullt for
nolding love-feasts, The colony was also in possession of a
printing 3,;»?06333‘:“3 }

Beissel, sn sccomplished propagendist, succeeded ip gain-
ing a number of importent cclonisl people for his commnidty,
Among these were: John Peter millér; & prominent Cerman He-

formed pestor in Philedelphia, graduate of Heldelberg and s

2lsweet, op. cit., Ds 222.

22Vedder, 0pe ites Po 720
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scholarly theologiani Conrad Weiser, famous governmen$ Indign
agent; Mrs, Christopher Saur, Sr.,, whose husband was bthe wellw
known printer of Germantown, etser® and Mrs, Saur evente
uglly withdrew from the society, but Niller remainsd and be-
came the leszder following Belsasells death,

The community epent much of 1ts time in singing, Heizsel
himself composed most of the hymns, both words and tunes, It
iz sald thst he had printed 441 out of 1000 hymns which he
hed written,

flthough he had no sense of meter or of rhythm,

he evolved a distinective system of harmony, a unigue

musical notation, and g series of quaint melodies

which exerted consldergble influence on Americsn hym-

nology.~%

fter Belssel's death in 1768, the comaunity waes headed

by John Peler liller, AltThough e learned theologian and a
scholar, Miller must have lacked the leadership qualities of
3elssel, For shortly after he tock charge of the colony, it
began to declline rapldly., The Ephrsta sSociety, with its em-
rhas

shesls on seclusion, hardly made its rellgious influense feld :

in Pennsylvenia; while during the heightof 'its asetivity it

wes considered one of the two chiel cultural centers among

2%7elser severed his connection with the Tphrsta 3oclety
in 1743 gnd beceme o Luthersn, Carl Bridenbaugh, "Johann
Conrad Welser," Dictionary of imericsn Biography, edited by
Dumas Yalone (Hew York: Charles Seribner's Sons, 1943), XiIX,
614615,

241:811’113&311, OPa C Tos Pe 143,
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the Cermans in the colonies,

The illoravians
The Tirst dorevian settlement in smerican was begun in
Georgia in the year 1735, On HMay 30, 1740, a2 group of oleven
Moravians from thls Georgls settlement arrived in Penisyivan-
iz and established the Cown of HRazareth on the Forks of the
Balawarss o
L e_&\“\TE!I‘r..o

In December of 1741, Count HWicholas Ludwlg von Zinzen-

dor{ esrrived in Pennsylvanla to remain for a little over @

yesr, 4inzendorf had studied at Halle and hed identified him-
itte

el with pletistic Luthersnism, After a time, he permitted
some koravien exiles to settle on his estate in Germany,
where in 17:£2 the community of ilerrnhut was established,.

iere the Moravian Church (Unity of the Bretnren} was reorgon-
ized by the Horsvian snd Bohemian Protesténta who hed been
driven from their homes by the Counter Reformation, Augus-
tua Spengenberg and Peter Bohler, both prominent later on in
the ifmericen Moravian movement, were attradted to Herrnhut at
this time, (;t was Zingendorf's intention toc unite Lutherans

end Horavians into one Church:) However, it soon becsme evi-

dent that this plan wes not workable, and from this time on

€5y, Taylor Hamilton, "A History of the Unitas Frabtrua,
or Moravian Church, in the United States of america,” The
imericen Church History Series (Mew York: The Chrlstian Lite
erature Company, c.18%4), VIII, 441,

S RIS Sy ——
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Zingendorf awung back and forth between Tutheranism éﬁd Hora-
vienism, inclining more toward the labten, 0
ﬁow, Zinzendorf directed his attention toward the manage-%

ment of the HMNorevian missionary activity. Becsuse of his
unionistic and sectarian tendencies, the Count was exiled for
ten years in 1738, It was during thls period of exile thet.
he came to ‘merica in 1741, and arrived in time to conse-~
crate on Christmas IZve a new sebtloment in Pemnsylvanise which
e named Bethlehen, in celebration of the birth of Chriat.27

4 Zinzendorf had the gmbition of uniting a2ll the German

Protesbant elements in Fennsylvsnia into one "Church of @od

in the Spir;b,ﬁj In order to do this, he temporarily resigned

his loravian episcopste in 1741,28 and posed as a Luthersan
pestor with the sssumed nsme, iLouls Tuernstein, Within the
space of helf 2 yeer, he called seven synods to promote unity ’

gmong the Frotestant grOupsozg riinzendorfis ectivities csused

considerable confusion among Lutheran and Reformad groupsa, and

insteasd of promoting unity only intenzifled differences, s

e

Bsweet, ops eite, pn. 211-212.
7

3]

Eiamili‘-on, 92‘. Cita’ Pe 44‘!3e
281bid,, p. 446,

“9Hamilton says i1t Lzincorrect to ecall these confarences
"Zinzendorf's 3ynods," since a Reformed layman called for the
first confeprence, Ibid. EHowever, it 1s certainly trus that
the synods were instigated directly eand indirectly through
Zinzendorf's asctivities, Cf, Sweet, op., cit., pP. 224,
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wag suspoected of promoting the Moravian faith under the guise
of church uniony

For a tiﬁe Zinzendorf served both Luthersns and Reformed
in Philedelnhia, Ffor those who followed him, he bullt a cha-
pel out of which grew the first Horavian Church in Philadel-
phin,50 when the final orgsnization of the Lutheran and Refomm-
ed churches took place in Fennsylvenis, Zinzendoprf's idee of
g "Church of God in the 3pirit" wes dropped entirely.51

¢n June T7e 1742, a group of Horasviasns from Europe known
as the "Firast Sea Congregation,™ arrived in Philadelphia.-
The fifty-seven people in the group orgsnlized into a congregs-
tion on board ship on their way over, snd began to hold regu-
lar services., Feter Bohler, the leader, brought them to lagz=
eveth and Bethlehem, A4t the latter plac;, a lioravian congre-

- = : . 2o
getlon hed been orgenized during the same month by ainaeﬂdort.a“

During the second helf of 1742, Zinzendorf worked chief-
ly as & misslonegry among the Indiens, Hls other activity dur-
ing his stay in Pemnsylvanie included the founding direcily or

indirectly of lMorsvien congregations at Bethlehem, Nazarcth,

-’ e
rhiladelvhia, Hebron, Heldelberg, Lanesster and York.oa

5lJohn Jacob baasler, Communel Pietlsm smong Early fmem-
‘icen Moravians (New York: Henry Holt and Company, C.1833),
Pe 71,

S2amilton, op. elbe, p. 450,

351vid, , pe 451.
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Toward the end of the yesr, Zinzendorf returned to Tur-
ope, Before he left, he put in motion the first form of gov-
ernment for the Woravign Church in America, Bishop David
Fitschmenn was put in charge of misalons among the Indiens,
end FPeter Bohler was to supervise the missionary trips,-4

Aaugustus Spangenberg arrivel in Peunsylvanis in December
1744 ond procecded to superintend the activity of the Nor-
avien missions among the Indians, After Spangenberg's srri-
vel in /merlca, a new type of living came 1into belng at Bethe

ehem and Hagareth., It wes called the “Economy,"35 a8 system
of living in which time and labor were held in comunon, It
differed from other types of religious communism in thet per-
sonal property was not divided:

Those who had means of their own did not necessap-
ily surrender them, 1In return for the time snd labor
placed at the disposal of the church, they received the
necessities of 1life., No private business was transacted,
but the manufgctures and trades of every sort were gar-
ried on for the benefit of the church organization undepr
responsible committees, Irn addition to a number of farms,
thirty-two different industrles were in operation by the
year 1747.% - '
4t the end of the coloniel period, there were about 2800

Moravians in Fennsylvania.57 The commnunities at Bethlehem and

S41b1d,

3%por a detalled presentation of the "ELconomy,” see
Sessler, Op. Cil., pp. 72~92,

S6p1itt, Heschichte der ermeuerten Srueder-Unitast, cited

by I'{B.znilton, 9_2. Git., p. 454.

S73weet, op. eite, Do 226,
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Hazareth continued to be the center of Horavianism, Thelr
influence among the colonlsts was only rather smell, sinece
they tended toward exclusiveness, A considerable degres of
influence, however, was exereclsed among the Indians Ethrough

the widespread missions of the lorsvians,

The Schwenkfelders

‘he Schwenkfelders in eastern Pennsylvenia were relige
ious desecendents of Csspar schwenckfeld von Ossig, who lived
during the time of the Relformation, JSchwenckfeld had some
contact with Luther but soon dsveloped views that were out of
harmony with Lutheran tesching in regsrd to the Secrintures
and the vacrsments, On accouht of his heretical bteachings,
he moved from place to place to .escape persecution, fter
his death, hls fellovers, particularly in Silesia and southe
ern Germany, continued to hold his views, in 1Y20, = consid-
ergble numbéer of them moved to Count Zinzendorf's estate to
cscape bthe persecution ol the Jesults, 90

Zinzendorf ran intoc trouble with the Saxon goverament
for sllowing thes: sSchwenkfelders to settle on his estate
and practice thelr peculiasr religious views, Ivenbually, in

1734, the group began the flrst Jchwenkfelder emigration to

SSsweet, op. cit.; pp. 228.
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Fennsy1Vania.59

Aftor the Schwenkfelders had arrived in Philadelphia,
they chose George YWelss as their minister, Then they began
to settle in Bucks,; Montgomery, and Berks counties, Dur~

ing Welss! term of offlce, seprvices were conducted in the

houwes of the settlers. Upon Weiss! degth in 1741, Balgzer Hoff-

Mg
Zinzendorf bscause he seeused them of error snd of being "led
by the nose, "0 Hoffmen served until 1749 when he resigned
beceuse hig leadership proved to be ineffective, There was
ne leader after him during the colonigl period,

In 17565, heada of families agreed to hold regular ser-
vices 1n their homes in rotetion., ind then in 1762, a gener-
gl conference waes celled to develop s greater reoliglous re-
sponsibility among the secttlers, From this meeting, there

resulted ¢ new rellgilous interest gnd the publication of s

P

czbechism snd hymnbook, & twenty-yesr plan was adopted which

provided for regular services and instruction,4l.

39 sugustus Spangenbers wes Lo have sccompanied the group
to Gaopgis, but at the last moment they changed thelr mind
and sailed to Pennsylvsnia lnstead, 3Spangonberg went alone
to Georgla and established a Moravian colony. ‘here appears
0o have been a "falling out® between Spangenberg and the
Schwenkfelders, 3Sessler; OPe. cite, P 22,

407pid,, pe B4.

4lgweet, Ope Gitey; Do 229,

an wes appointed lesdere In 1742, the Schwenkfelders disowned
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There was no e¢flort %o establish either a nminlatey or an
organizstion of congregations, The religious activity romsin-
ed under the control of the heads of the families, The
Schwenkfelders dld not establlish s church orgenization until

gfter ths end of the coloniel period,

'The Reformed

The Refeormed Church had its rise at the time of the ke
formation in 3witzerland under Huldrelch Zwingli, conSempor-
ary of Martin Ilmther, However, it has no connection with the
Lutheran Church in doctrine snd polity. The Reformed fsith
entered the Pglatine under the rule of Frederick III. It was
here that the Germaen Reformed Church came into being and from
there spread ncrthwerd as far as Sremen, <
By the end of the first decade of the 18th Century, there

cere sume Cerman Reformed familles scattered in several counte

fis

es of eastern lennsylvanis, The first German Reformed pastor
to arrive in .merics was Sgmuel (Guidin, who csme to "hiladel-
phis in 1710. However; he came not as s pastor but a fermer,
end sebttled at Oley in Berks county. ie never acceptsd & pas~
toral charge, but presched freguently to scattered groups in

homes gnd any other buildings aVailable.45

42p, T, Corwin, “"History of the Reformed Church, ubeh,”
The lmerican Church History Serisz (New York: The Chriastisn

Litersture Company, ¢.1894), VIIl, 4.
453weet, op. cit., p. 231,
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Probably the first orgenization of a ferman Reformed
Church in Pennsylvenia took place in Germantown, There is
evidence that o German Ref'ormed Church existed there in 1719,
The Swedish Lutheran pastor, John Dylender, lald the cornepr=-
stone for it,.%%

Johnm Phllip Hoehm consldered to e the founder of the
Germen Reformed Church in .merics, errived in lontgomsry
Gounty, Pemnsylvenls, in the year 1720, I'e was not an ordain-
ed minister, but he was persusded by the people to serve them
nevertheless, In 1725, he began his work as pastor; preaching

and baptizing in the congr«gations at Falckner Swamp, Skippack

g .. 48
and Whitemarsh, ="

Cn 3September 21, 1727, Ceorge Michael Weiss, an ordained
nestor from fGermany, arrived in Pennsylvanie, Weiss orgsnig-

ed 2 church in Fhiladelphla and also begsn to preach at 3kip-

Friction developed now between Boehm and Welss and their
respective followers, it was felt that Boehm should now re-

linguish his charges to Weiss who was a regularly ordained

4hane Ldlle Reports, clted by Joseph Henry Dubbs, "Hige
tory of the Heformed Church, Germsn," The fmerican Church Hige

tory Series (;cw Yorks: 'the Christian Literature Company, c.1884),

Viit, 245,  Reformed church hed been organized in Pennsyle
vanle in the year 1710, but it was Dubteh, not CGermen, It was
ailtuated in the southern part of Bucks County in the Neabaminy
srea. The congregation wus orgenized by the kKev, Psulus Van
Vleecq. Leter this congregatlion played an importent nart in
the organization of termsn Reformed churches. Ibid., pPe 246,

453weet, op. cite, p. 231,




BRI 4l

&7

pastor, Boehm gznd hls friends svbmitted the cass to the Duteh
ministers in Tew York whe in turn asked for the advice of the
Claessis of smsterdam, the homo authorities, The Dutch Re~
formed suthorlties ruled that Boehm's acte were valid;, bub
sbabod thot he’ should now be ordsined, 46 |
Boehm gledly submltted to this decision. Ie was ordszined
in New York on “ovember 23, 1729, by the Dubtch Reformed pas-
tors Henricus Doel end Gusdaltherus Du Bois. This;ordinstion
mrked t‘c beginning of Dutech interest in snd support of the
German "efopmed Church in Peansylvanis throughout the colon-
izl period. The ordination also removed the strained relstion-
ship between Welss an Boshm. %7 teiss tock care of the Phil-
zdelvnhia and Cermenbown congregations, while Boehm served the
congregetions et Feleckner's Swamp, 3kippack end Whitemsrsh,
John Henry Coetschius srrived in Fennsylvsnic sbout the
year 1728, as a theolcocglcel csndidates The records he lef't,
show bthat in 1731 he was se%viﬂg congregations in Skipnsck,
01d Gossenhoppen, Hew Gossenhoppen, Swamp, Saucbn, Egypt,
liacedonla, ¥iaillem, Dley, -Hern, snd Tulpehooken -~ communie

ties apread over flve dlfferent countisez, /fter 2 ten-year

45pubbs, Ope Clte, Ppe 248-249,

47G6ere He Genzmer, "John Philip Boehm,” Jictionarg of
smerican ongrapgy, edited by aAllen Johnaon (New Yoris

Charles Sceribner's Sons, 1943;, 1I, 4U4-405¢
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period of service, he withdrew from Fennsylvanla,

In 1729, weilze gnd an influentlzl layman by the name ¢f
‘acob Relff, went to Germuny to secure funds Tor the German
Reformed churches, They were successful in getting both
money and Clbles, but Relff was gullty of mismanaging the
funds enbrusted to him. The matter was eventually strsight-
ened out after much bickering.4g relaa, who was not involvsed
n the scandi.l, reburned to america in 1731, snd settled for
time in Hew :0rks In 1746; he came back to Pennsylvsnis
sand took cars of the congregutibhs st 0l1ld ond lew Goshenhoppen
and Oreot Swamp until 1761,

The tﬁird decads of the 18th Century saw the coming of
two of Welss'! fellow students to Pennsylvanla, One of them,
John Bartholeomew Hieger, took charge of the ferman Reformed
Chureh In Lancaster end the surrounding country churches faor
g few years after 1731, The other, John Peter Miller, arrived
in Pennsylveniae in 1730, Ilie accepted the nastorate of the
church in Tulpehocken which Goetschius had founded, However,
after & few years, he was influenced by Conrad Belssel to teke
up & solitary life at the Ephrats community, where he later

become the lszader. The loss of lMiller was a severe dlow $O

48pubbs, op. eltes Do 250,

493weet, Ops Cils, De 232,
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the struggling German Relormed Church in PennsyIVania.ao

German Reformed churches were seriously threatened by
Count Zinzeadorf's movement for church union, Afreid thet
the German keformed Chuprch might completely go over Lo Zinzen-
dorf's “Churchh of God in the Spirld,” Boehm strenously resists

ed sinzendorf's gcblvitles end even published counter-propa-
ARt Lot i)

ganda ageainst nime ™

The argival of Michael oschilebier in 174€ marked the be-

ginning of a new perlod of activity for the German Reformed

Coureh 1ln Fennsylvanla. ochlatcer was sent by the Jyihods of

nellend for the purposc oforganizing the German Reformed cone

gregations in vennsylvanla, In Octcber of 1746, he met with
asbors Boehm, Welss and Rieger to discuss the proposal for
nm

an organizabion., The discussions were succsssful and the group

ceided to form a Coetus, or 3ynod, the next yeasr, Jccording-

1
o

ot

the first Coetus wps held in Philadelphiz on September 29,

747, 800 was abtended by 31 ministers and slders, o2

==

o

ihe efforts of Schlabiter were gulie successful in behalf

of the Germen Reformed, In 1751, he went o Europe and re=-

- torned with six young ministers and seven hundred Bibles, He

eventually succeeded Sochm as pastor of the churches in Phill-

50Eubbs, ape aibes s BE3,

v

BT~
SlGenzmer, op, cibes, Do 404,

S2pubbs, op. clte, Pp. 281-282,
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] wdelphia snd Cermentown. While he was in Fhilgdeiphis, a
| spirit of friendslilp snd cooperation existed between hLinm
and Jduhlenberg, the well-known Lullieran pastor. achletieris
later efforits were spent in supporbtlng charity schools for
Germans
It was ids promotion of the charlity school endeavor
thiat led Lo his evenbusl separatlon from the united Gerdan

3 vy 4

aeformed Churches, e first resignedhis pastoraSe in order

to give more of his Llme Lo Ghe schools. In the mesntime, the
scioels which were supported by British money, were suapected

by the Cermens of being a Brltish propagands sgency. . Dis~

sproement followed, and in the heat of the trouble, Hichsel
Lher resligrned his position and tock up a chaplainey in
. - 5
' the Lritish army,
The German ieformed were scrved by two oubstending lesd-

ers Auring the colonilsl period in eastern Pennsylvaniaza, John

&

Priiip Boehm was the founder, and ilchscl Schlebtber, the or=

2,

ganlgzer. Although ochiatier returned to .ihilauslphia 1in

54

175¢ to serve independent leformed churches,G his leasder-

ship was soprely lacking durdng the romsinder of the coloniasl

B A
9o91bid., Dpe 285-<87.

.54, :
Y*Willlem J¢ Hinke, "lilchagol ¢chl tter Di%mi“ﬂ&nﬁgr
smerlesn diogfapﬁx, edited by sumas Malone t\ew OTR S as

Jeribner!s Sons, 1243}, AVI, 456.
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pericd in the Coetus whichh he had organized,

Ty

The groups dlscussed in this chaplter were tied together

by & common bend of lsoguagees 4snother unifying factor waa
B e 2

&

thie Gernman pletistle movement which permeated all of the groups
and lald more stress on iife than on ereed, Lount Zinzondorf's
atbempt 0 unive sll German Protestants into one church was
elmcst effected, in splte of the fact thaet the German bodies
wevo fiprst Lo vrganize in the colonies, there were individusls
¢nd smell groups aemong them whe crossed denominstional lines
with no appervent regerd for differences, Throughout she eolaon=-

1 O3

1ol seriod, thers was o definibe inter-relationship between




CHAPTER VI
THE QUAKERS, PRESBYTERIANS, AND EPISCOPALIANS

The uakers, Presbyterians, and Episcopslians are thres
prominent religious groups which began to settle in eastern
rennsylvsenia towsrds the close of the 17th Cemtury., They have
been included together here because the influence of each
group approximately paralleled that of the others, ani be-

czuse they had in genersl a common English background,

The Quskers

the first Quakers in .merica were not those who settled
in Pennsylvenla during the eighth decade of the 17th Century,
as is often populzrly believed, The first Quesker establish~
ment wes in Jew Jersey., While Quakerism was glready ostabe
lished in many other colonies before 1681, the Quaker migrs-
tion to "ennsylvainia is importsnt becsuse of 1ts misaion in
eateblishing a unigue society and govsrnment,

fter William Penn had received the charter for his colony
in 1681; a large Jusker migration immediately begsn, Two
Queker ships arrived in Pennsylvenie slready in the same year,

turing the next year, twenty-three shiploads arrived from the

Eritish Isles with nearly two~thousand pcople who setiled in
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Philedelphia and vicinity., IT is not likely that 21l of these
immigrants were Guakers, but 1t 1s safe to asy thet the majfopr-
ity were &

The Quekers, or Friends, never st a loss for minlsters
since any one in thelr group was ellowed to preach, begsn
their religious meebings very esrly on & broasdscale, During
his stay of ten months in 1682 and 1685, Willlam Penn preached
constantly at these Juaker meetings.® At first the meotings
vere held in privete homes, but in Fhiledelphis and neighbopre
ing townshlps meeting houses were established very serly, In
1683, Quaker sSchools were opened, 1In 1784, Philadelnhis
already had a printing press wLicb was used nor Quaker publi-
cations,®

In 1683, o group of Juakers and Mennonites? from the
city of Crefeld on the Rhine arrived in Philadelphia and
settled in Germantown, This was the first German Quaker
immigretion.

Queker organization in 'merica had been periected by

lyi11iem Werren Sweet, Religion in Colonial imerice
{New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1947), pD. L6L=1GS,

21bide, pe 162,

Splbert Russell, The History of Quekerism (New York:
The #acmillan Company, C.1942), Des 118,

4This is the ssme group referred to in conneétion with
the liennonites in Chepter V. Sudra; p. 48.
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George Fox, founder of Quakerism, when he visited the colonies
in the years 1671 to 1673, William Warren Jweet gives a con-

cise word plcture of it:

Queker organization es finally perfected conaisted
of First Day Hleetings, shich were purely for woralip;
Monthly Meetings, which were business meetings of a 1o=-
cal congregationy wuarterly lieetings, which combined wor-
ship and business of s group of congregations, asad the
Yearly Heeting, it was the Monthly Meeting which
exercised power over the individual membsrs, recsived
new members and disowned bthose who had departed from
the "truth.,” Its officers were the Elders and the Uver-
seers; the former looked dter the spiritual conceras of
the Meeting, the latter after the business matters,

The Guarterly Neeting, made up of a group of Honthly leat-
ings exercised supervision end received appeals {rom the
lionthly #¥eeting or from individusl members, The Tagrly
Meeting wes masde up of all the lonthly Meetings githin

its bounds and wes the unit of Guaker suthority.®

Monthly end Quarterly meetings weré organized in easztern
Pennsylvanias in 1682, 1In 1883, the Yearly meeting was estab-
lished., ‘The settlers living in Pennsylvanle at first gttenie-
ed the yearly meetings in ZSurlington, lew Jersey, From 1883
to 16885, there were Yearly meetings 1ln both Burlington and
rhilsdelphie. In 1686, the two Yearly meetings were comblned
and held glbternstely at Philsdelphis and Surlington for the
next seventy=-ive yearsoa

During the last decade of the 17th Century, George Keith,

a Scotch Quaker, created a disturbance smong the Quakers in

S3weet, op. clt., po 164,

SRussell, op. clt., pp. 118-119,
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Pennsylvanis, Beginning in 1689, he taught in the Quaker
sehool in Philpdelphia, but did not remain in that posiftion
longe. He disggresd with the Pennsylvenia Juskerz on some of'
their teachings, he controversy became bitter and in 1683,
he was put out of the Quaker orgunizaetion at the Fhiladelphia
Yearly Heebting chiefly because of "his violent temper and
divisive spirit," He succeeded, however, in gethering ¢ con-
siderable group of followers who became known as Keithlen
Queker:s, He returned to London, joluned the Church of England,
end came back later as a missionary to the Quekers in : merica.
The Quaker population of Pennsylvaniz grew by leaps snd
bounds in & compaerativsly short spsce of time, By 1700, it
is estimated that there were about 15,000 juekers in Pennsyl-
vanla, Most of the Quaker immigrants had settled around Thil-
sdelpnig and vicinlty during the first fifty years of the
colony's exlstence, In the 1730's, there was a jusker move=
ment westwerd from the vicinity of Heeding toward Lencester,>
ilany of the Friends in Pennsylvenia devoted themselves
to missionary work among the Indians and also made efferts

to protect and care for them. sbout 8,366 pounds were spent

for helping Indians between 1753 and 1751, 3Some of the more

"1nia., pp. 120-12l; and Sweet, op. oibe, Pe 59, note 5

8Russell, op, eit., p. 202,
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prominent migsionaries $o the Indlans were: Thomas Turner,
Thomas 3tory, John Richardson, Thomas Chalkley, and John
Yioolnan, The Quaker'missionaries were generally received

with respect; but they had little success in converting the

Indlans, °

The Quakers conbributed much towerd building up ethical'
and socligl re<letions in the colonys They devoted themselves
to the religlous treining of the young in the homes g3 well
a8 in the schools which they erectedy Thelr influence was
felt in The Pennsylvenia leglslature; which they controlled
until 17586, The control they exercised was partly due to the
large German populatlon which was in sympathy with Quaker paci-
ficism and tolerance, The Friends were the first to sxpress
opposition agelnat slavery in a Yearly Meeting in Philsdelphinm
in 1788, John #oolman, prominent Quasker, was the leader in
this reform, Probgbly the greatest contribution of the juak-
ers wes their insistence on frecdom of opinion,lD

The GQuakers were noted for their hoﬁesty snd integrity,
and the colonlists liked to do business with them, C{onseguent-

ly, the generation of Quekers following the settlers head be-

comé = prospercus class of people, But with this prosperity

91bides p. 208,

10charles Lemuel Thompson, The Religious Foundations
of smerica (New York: Fleming H, Revell Company, Ce1017 ),
pg 21\‘50
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came a life of compromise and caution, different from the dar-
ing, ploneering life of the previouws generation, Az o result,
Quakericm began to be a religion of class lastead of convie-
tion, snd the JQusker movement bLtowgrd the end of the colonial

“n

period showed signa of losing the vitelity which gave 1% such

an susplclous beglnningull

The Presbyterlians

The early Presbyteriegns in easﬁern Fennsylvania csme in
small groups and sometimes only as individuels, end wers ab-
sorbed in obher religious groups.l2

Franels Mekemlie, born of 3cottish parentage in Irveland,
snd conaidered to be the Father of American Presbyterignlism,
in the course of hlis missionary journeys through the colon=-
ies ceme To Philadelphiz in 1692, He is creditsd with the
planting of Presbyterianism there when he gathered Protsatants

together for worship services,td

llsweet, op. cite, pp. 165-188,

121t wes not until the firstehall of the 18th Century
that Scéotch-irish Presbyberians came by great number: into
“ennsylvanis. It was fortunate that by this time the resby-
terians had enough organization to handle the swarming immi-
grants, Charles Hodge, The Constitutional History of the Pres-
bytprlan Church in the United States of sAmerica (Phlluéelphla.

Prosbyberian Board of rPublicabtion and sabbath-school Wori,
1851), Part 1, p. 19,

13guy 8, Klett, Presbyterianism in Colonisl Pennaylvenis
(Fhiladelphia: University of bPennijivenia Press, 1967),
Pe 39,
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The first Fresbyterisn Church in Philadelphla was begun
about 1695, £ number of Fresbyterisns worshipped with Jap-
tists in = sterehouse, A Rev, John Watts agreed to preach
for them every other Sunday.+?® In the summer of 1698, Jede-

dish indrews, greaduste of Puritan sponsored Harvard Jcllege,

arrived in Philedelphia and took charge of the Presbyterian

group. e first arranged to conduct services gpart from the !

3

3

U

aptist group. This move resulted in the actual organlzation '
of the First Fresbyteriasn Church ¢of Fhlladelphia. Andrews
steyed on in rhiladelphia and served there for sbout Iifty

_yeﬂr’Sols

The Philedelphis Presbyterians expended rapidly. In 1704,

they moved from the storehcuse inte a new bullding, in 17.9,

the meeting-house was enlsrged. In 1733, Jedediah jindrews ;
wee foreced to ssk for an assistant in order to keep pace with

the expanding work, In 1743, a second Presbyterian church

was organized by about one hundred forty persons who chese

Gilbert Tennent, son of educator William Tennent, as their

first passtor. A third building wes put to use in 1767 on the
south side of Philadelphla, 4 year later Samuecl Xekln was

c:lled to be the minister of the third Presbyterian Chureii,

At the end of the colonial perlod; the fresbyterians had four

14podge, ope Cltes; Po 69

19z10tt, ope Cite, Dp. 41-42,
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churches in Philadolphiaela

A 9ignificant development in the history of ‘resbyter-
iagniam during the colounial perliod in eastern "enmnsylvanip was
the forming of a Presbytery. The lmpebtus for an orgsnlzation
did not come from say authority of the Presbyterien Church
et larges It wes a volunbary association.t! The organiza-
tiongl meebing of the I'resbytery wus held in 1705 in Fhiladel-
phis, not because 1t was a Presbylterian stronghold bui because
¢f its centrel location, Those who were instrumentsl in form-
ing the "resbytery were: Francis Makemie, John Hampton, George
‘genish, Semuel Davis, Nathaniel Tayler, John Wilson, snd
Jededish /fndrews. A1l excent Andrews had come to imerice
from elfher Scotland or Ireland.la

The first meeting of the Fresbytery adopted a thres-fold
progrem:

#irst. That every minister in their respecitive con-
gregatlons read and comment on & chapter of the Hible
every Lord's Day, as discrstion and clrcumstancss of time
pnd plece will admite, JSecond., That it be recommnended to
every minister of the Presbjytery to set on foot and en-~
courgge privets Christlsn societies, Third, That every

minister of the Presbybtery supply neighboring desolabe
places where ua minister 1s wanting and opportunity of

16ibid., pp. 43-45,

17charles rugustus Briggs, American Presbyterianism:
Its Origin end Farly History (XNew ¥York: Charles Scribner's

Sons €.18858), p. 140,

18ibide, pp. 45-46.




| L e R

30

doing good 1is offeredtlg

After liakemie dled in 1708, Jededish Andrews chiafly
guided the Presbytery. "The four leading figures in the
early Presbytery, snd three of them afterward in the Syned
were Makemlie, Andrews, Hampton and Eacnish.ao L repaort in
connection wilth the Preasbytery in 1710 mentions thers were
five congregetlons st this time in the Pennsylvanisz colony
and the bhrec lower counties,ok

The Synod of Philsdelphla was established in 1717. PFour
"subordinete" presbyterles were estsblished gt Philadslphia,

Rew Castle

(in the Lower Counties), Long Island (New York),

@

gnd Snow Hill (Meryland). In 1729, thé Philadelohis Jyned
passed the pAdopting Ach, which gave to American Presbyterisn-
ism its first definite constitution,ad It was instrumental
in keeplng the Presbyterians united for s time; although some
ministers strenuously objected to 1lt,; since it required them

to subseribe o the lestminsgter Confessions and Gatachism.33

19@eorge P, Bays, Presbyterians {(New York: J, /. Hill
and Compeny, 1892}, pe 70.

20101d,., ps 76s

2lglett, op. Clbes Pe 48.

223weet, Op. cits, Po 263.

“3Robert Ellis Thomson, ": History of the Pre:b;terian
Churches in the Unilted States," The smerican Chureh Hisbory

Series (lew Yorks The Christian Literature Company, a.1895
VI, 26,
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From 1710 on, there hed been a sbreaw of 3Scoteh-Irish
immigrents from Horth Ireland flowing into the colonies, Ie=-
cause they received a cold reception in llew England, the
Seotch-irish turned toward the colony of Pennaylvenia. ITuring
the 17<0's, the immigration wes particulserly heavy.

In 1726, Rev, Willlem Tenneant, originally frou Ireland,
came To Bucks County, fennsylvania, from Kew York snd setiled

at leshamlny. Eere he esteblished his famous "Log College"

¢

to help supply a native mlalstry, This was Che first Presby-
terian school estsblished for the tralning of g native ninisg-
try.34

Two groups emerged in the synod of Philedelphis in bhe
third decade of bhe 18th Century. The one groupr favored a
conservative evangellsmy The other group, lnfluenced by the
reat revivsl movement spreading through the colonies at this
time, favorsed & progressive evengelism, The former party was
referred to as the ¥01d Lights," while the latter bore the
name "New Lights,"™ The appearance of these two groups result-
ed in a divialon of the Fhiladelphia Synod in 1741, 1In 17485,
the ¥ew York Synod was formed, the Synod of Philadalphia re-
meined conservative, while the synod of New York favored a

progressive evangelistice approach.25

348\‘763‘6, _O_Eo CIte, pa 26]"‘(359.

20sndrew C. Zenos, Presbyterisnism in smerica: Frst,
Present, and Prospective (lew York: Thomas fHelson and Song,

ColDOT )s Pe 08
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By 1752, all three countles which bordered on the Dela-
woare River had Presbyterian settlements within their limits,
Scotchw-Irish “resbyterisns swarmed into the upper parts of
Bueks County, which bepgsme Horthhasmpton County in 175<¢, By
the end of the coloniel period, it iz estimeted thet thers
were about 100,000 Fresbyterlans in Pennsylvania.26

The Scotch~Irish backbone of Presbyberisnism gave o cepre
tain virlllity to the religlous groups of esstern Fennaylvania,
The contribution of Presbhyterienism in Penn:-ylvenia lies
chiefly in its inalstence uwpon freedom from foreign dominations
The suffering of Scotch-Irish Presbyterians under Tnglish
rule in both Scotlend end Ireland, taught them to guard ine-
dependencs jealoualy, They alsc exerted conslderable inilu-

ence upon educstion in Pennsylvanla,

The Episcopalians

Although Pennsylvanle was a proprietary colcny and undep
the guthority of the fEnglish erown, the Church of Hngland in
comparison with other religious groups was not early in @¢se=

gblishing Episcopelianism in the colony.

it is probable thab there were snglieans in the teryie
tory which later became Pennuylvania ever since 1664, Lhere
is glso the possibility that a certein John Yeo held irregu-

lar services for & tine sround the year 1678 in settlements

P

‘36Kle'bt, ODa _(_5_5..__:2.9 Poe 36,

—




QIR

85

slong the Delawape,21

But the flrst real attempt to introduce inglicen worshlp
into "ennsylvsnia csme in the years 169%4-1895, about this
time, Georée Keith was withdrawing from the Quskers, snd
while the ’ngllcen Church was in the process of dbeing Tails,
the membars were using the meeting-house occupled by Kelth,
It 13 not known who the firast minister of the ;ﬁglicwn Church
in Y33‘13‘.1:—.def’.;:l'ais wes, The people were kept together at the
very first probezbly by I. Arrowsmlth, s schoolmaster who
worked smong them, <8

In 1627, after the church bullding was completed, the
group asked the Archbishop of Casnterbury for s regular minis-
ter, The reguesat was granted; and Thomss Clgyton anawered
the cell to the new parish, Clayton served them only z short
time, but before his death at the end of the century, he re-
sorted that the Tnglicéns in and about Philadslphilis numbered.
sbout 500 souls,??

Roev, Bvan Evens, & Welshman, followed Clayton in 1700 as

the second minister of Christ Church; and served the congre-

274illiam Manross is indebted to Charles P, Kelth, bis-
torian of Fennsylvenia, for the information, William Wilson
ilenross, A History of the imerican Episcopal Church (Bew York:
Morehouse Publlishing Company, 1938),; pe. 1:26.

281p14d.

395weet, oD, cita, Po 526
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getlon for obout seventeen yoars, 1In addition to his charge
at Philedelphia, he served meny of the surrounding cémmunities
on preaching tours, For his outstending efforts; he received
only 80 pounds as a royal bounty in addition to whatever few
confributions the church members would make, His preaching

abllity wes a fsetor in retaining and winning psople for the

He preached so persugsively in his native tonrue
thet he kept many Welsh communities from turning non-
comformist, and under hils influence large numbers of
Quakera forgook their own faith and joined the ANgLi~
can Church,

The second fnglican Church in Pennaylvenia wes bullt
et Chester. It wes erected in an old 3wedish burisl ground
by the femily of JTsmes Sandelsnds, In 1705; the church was
completed snd Ceéorge elth, now sn Episcopaelien, held services
in 1t, Shortly therssfter, a missionsry wes sent who served
Chester and nelghboring communities, Sl By 1707, churches had
been established at Chester, OxfTord and Newcast1e¢°2 The
two sSwedish Luthsran churches, Trinity at ¥llmington {(Christ-
ina) and 7lorie Del at Philadelphia had close relations with

the Anglicens sfter 1700, and eventually became Episcopalian,

30pora Mae Clark, "Even Evans,® Dictionary of Americsn
Biogrephy, edited by Allen Johnson snd “umas lialone (?ew
York: Cherles scribner's Sons, 1943), VI, 108,

Slyanross, op. clbe; Ppe 127-128.
923weot, Op. Cites Do 926
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There was a Geuporary schism in Christ Church in Phil-
edelphie in the years 17106-1716, when Evans went to ingland
end appointed Lobert Jenqey temporsry minister in his gb~
sence, Jenney became involved in a scandsl and left upon
evan's return in 1716, when the mabier was cleared up snd the
breach cloaecd, Iter Evens left for Merylend in 1718, the
congregablon was served during the remalnder of the colon-
ial period by Jobn vicery, william Harvison, Jonn Urmiston,
RKichard Welton, nrchibald Cummings, Richard Peters, snd agsin
by sobert Jemney, In 178l, ote. Peter!s Church, a new congre-
getion in Philadelphia was orgegnized, S8t. Paull!s Church, a
third congregatlion, originated as a result of a split in
Christ Church caused by William McClennschan, who served for
s while as assistent minister at Christ- Church. He atsyed
only two years with the new group, but after his departure,
the congregation stlll continued, S

Une of the most outstanding misslonary agencies during
colonisl times was sponsored by the Church of England, The
Society for the Propagatlon of The Gospel in PForeign Parts
(3.P.G.) was chartered in 1701, chlefly at the instigation
of Thomes Bray. fThe Society for the Promotion of Christian
Knowledge {5,P.C.K.) was formed shortly thereafter to en=-

lerge the btremendous mission project. George Kelth, the

S3ianross, op. clte., Ppe 128-130,
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ex-Guaker, was commissioned by the S.,P.C.KX: a3 a missionaspry
among the Quekers in the colonles, Travelling snd preaching
up and down the colonies, Keilth spent some of his time zlso
in Pennaylwvenia, His efforts se=zmed to be quite successful,

In 1704, the Rev, N. Nichols arrived in Pennsylvania ss
the first 3.P.G. misslonary to the colony, 4n gassistant of
Keith, John Tglbot, centered his efforts chiefly in Fennayle-
vanie and New Jersey and later worked in Rew Jersey exclusive=-
ly. Irom 1702 until the end of the colonial period, over forty
S.P.G, missionaries worked in Pennsy1Vanie.34 In 1754, the
Soclety for "ropagating Knowledge among the Cermens of Fenne
aylvanias was organized largely through the inslstence of
William sSmith, missiongry. %he Society ezxisted for a few
yeers and was quite succeasful, but eventually died from lack
of support.55

One of the mein contributions of Bplsceopslienism to
coloniasl soclety was the establishment of good schools, The
scademy of Philsdelphis wes orgaenized in 1749 with the Rev,
David wmartin as rector, liartin dled in 1781, and was fellowed
by #1illiem Smith in 1784 after he had served as instructor -
for ¢ few jears, In 1755, the icademy was rechartered &s &

college, and eventually developed into the University of

d4sweet, Op. cit., Ppe 60=61,

38ilenross, ope. cit., D 132,
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Pennaylvenle, Smith was one of the most gifted and influenw
tis) Eplscopalian leaders in The colonles, ie designed a
"plan of xducatilon" which eventuslly formed the basis for the
american college system, >

The Tplscopslian church wes hampered in eastern Pennayl-
vanla as elsewhere becausze of 1lta depeondence on the English
Church and Crown, The Eplacopalisn ministers who were educs-
ted in fmerice had to go to London for ordination by the sishop

since there wes no American bishop, Then too, Episcopelisn-

o

o~

ism was generally unpopular, for in the minds of many it was

linked with monarchy and tyr¢nny°57 In 8pite of these¢ handi=

H

caps, the Tpiscopalians made & significant religious contribu=
tion to eastern rFennsylvenlia through their miszionary
educstionsl efforts,

During the ecolonlial period, there was friction batween
wuakers and Eplscopalians, while Preabyterians had disagroe-
ment in thelr own ranks, All three groups enjoyed the sdvane
tage of carrying on their work in genseral through the medium

of the English tongue, the universal language of the colonies,

S8pobert T1lllis Thomson, "A History of the Frotestant
Bpiscopal Church in the United States of America,” The Lmeri-
can Church Hiastory Series (New York: The hristian Titerature

Gompary, C.l895), VIL, 215-216.

S?yrederick C. Grant, "The Episcopal Church: Its Contri-
bution to the Religlous Life of :smerica,” Anglican Theologicsl

-y

Review, XIX (Jamisry, 1937); Pe 6
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For this reason, they eppesled not only to people of thedir

6wn language, but later on slso to the younger generstion of

"foreign” lenguage Eroups.




CHAPTER VII

OTHER GROUPS

The remaining religious groups which were zctive in caste
ern Pennsylv:nla during the colonisl veriod were the Bapitista,
Romen Cetholies, end lethodists., aAlthough the Beptist begine
nings were early, only two years sfter the colony had been
founded, their numerical influence was less then that of the
other denominatlons, excepting the 8sparaste non-Lutheran Cepr-
man groups, snd for that reason they heve been included ab
this point in the study., The activity of the Romsn Catholies
did not actuslly appear unitil the fourth decade of the 18th
Century., The Kethodists were jJust beginning their orgeniza-

tional work several years before the end of the period,

The Beptists
The first Baptists in eastern Pennsylvania came from

Hhode Islandal

In 1684, Thomas Dungen, a Baptist preacher,
led a group of Rhode Island Bapbists to Cold Springs in Hucks

County. Here he gathered the Baptist families sbout him amxi

lpavid Beneiict, 4 General History of the Baptisk Denome

ingtion in Americe and the other rarts of the Jorld (Now yorks
Lewis Colby end Company, 1849), p. 595,
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established the first Baptist congregation in Fennsylvenia,
Dungen was already well slong in age at this time snd served
the group only four yéafs. He dled in 1688, and the congree
gation disbanded in 1702o2

Fliss Xeach was the scecond Bapbtist minister in the colony,.
He came to Philadelphia in 1686 as a "very wild youth,” nince
teen years of age. FPosing as a minister, he wore the tradi-
tional prescher's garb and prepared to deliver a scrmon ¢ a
crowd of people upon a request which he delightfully secepted,
However, after he had proceeded half-way through the sermon,
he stopped short, broke down, and msde a confession of his
little trick, From thet moment, he dated his conversion end
soon sought out Thomas Dungen from whom he received instruce
tion and bamtism..:5

sbhout the same time that Keach arrived in FPhiladelnhis,
g2 group of Yelsh Beptists errived in Pennsylvanis and settled
at Fennepek, or Lower Dublin, now a pert of Philadelphia,
They proceeded to form a church and in Januvary of 1688, sccepb-
e¢d Keach as their pastor. The young preacher not only served

the Pennepek congregstion, but worked in meny neighboring

24, H, liewman, "4 History of the Baptist Churches in the

United states," The smericen Church History Series (lew York:
The Christien Literature Company, c.1894), II 201,

SHenry C. Vedder, & Hisbtory of the Baptists in the wid-
dle States (Philadelphia: American Beptist Publicatlon Joeciety,
898), pe 59.
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commnities gs well, 411 of his preaching stations surrounds
ing ¥hiladelphia were connected with the main church, and did
not become individual established churches until later on.®
Keach returned to England in 169< and turned his work over
to John Watts, a member of the Fennepek congregstion.5
Several of the churches in the genersl ares of Philedel-
phis were organized at the turn of the century., it Ridley
Creek, o church wes formed on Cctober 12, 1697, with Thomase
Martin chosen as minister by lot., This congregation broke
up in 1700 es the result of sa controvefsy regarding the
Sabbath, The me jorlty formed a Sevéenth-Day Bsptist Chuech
wnile the minority, brought together by Abel Morgan,; orgenisg-
¢d 8 new church at Brendywine in 1715, On September 8, 1701,
sixteen Welsh Baptists landed at Philedelphia and first
gsettled at Pennepsk. They soon ran into disagreement and
separated with the Pennepek congregstion on the guestien of
the "léying on of hands' after baptism, They eventually
settled in the northern part of the Lower Counties where
they bought a lesrge btract of land, commonly known as the Yelsh
tractos

The Bepbtists, like other denominations, absorbed a cone

4ibid,

Sgenedict, Op. cibtes Pe 597,

6vedder, op. clbe, PPe 6566
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giderable number of Guekors in thelr congregetions &s a ﬁesult
cf the Kelthian controversy, When Keith forsook Quakerism,
some of his followers stuck with him and jolned the Fpiscopsal
Church, some went slong with the Heptist movement,”’ For s

time, some of the former followers of Keith, who espoused Bap

tist teschinga and became known as Kelthlan Baptists, set up
socleties 1n Upper Providence, Philzsdelphis, Southhampbton end
Lower Dublin., Eventusglly thelr societles dlsbanded and they
became absorbed in established Baptist congregations.8

Other churches organized in the Philadelphia reglon were
those at Great Vaelley, hontgomery, Hew Britein and Southhampe
ton, The Great Vallesy Church was founded by sixteen people
from Wales on April 22, 1711, Rev. Hugh Davis became the
flrst pzstor. The Monbtgomery Church was organized on June 20,
1719, through the efforts of Abel Morgan, prominent Baptist
who was instrumentsl in the founding of a number of churches,
In 1754, a group split off from the Hontgomery Church because
of a controversy over the doctrine of the person of Christ

and Tommed the MNew Britain Church, The Southhampton Chursh

wes esbeblished in 1746, =nd was composed of remnanta of the

7william Werren Sweet, Religion in Colonial Amewics
(fiew York: Charles Seribner's Sons, 1947), pe 140,

SmQrgan Edwards, Maberials Towasrds a Hlstory of the Bap-
tists in Pennsylvania, -cited by Benedict, Op. cit,, DPioe 5§7~
\.)98 o
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"Relthien Boptists® and some memberas of the Pennepek Ghurch,g
The group of Baptists in Philadelphla had alwsys been
considered gz part of the Pennepek conpgregation end was served

by Pennepek psstors, Elias Keach; John Wstts and othera,lo
The first Baptist to heve sebtled in Philsndelphla was John
Holmesa, a man of weslth and learning, who arrived in 1636,11
The group was made up largely of English Beptists, Zven though
the Philedelphis congregation had grown considerably, it was
not until May 15, 1746, that it was organized as an indepons
dent church, AT this tine, Jenkins Jones was chosen to be the
pﬂStOP-lE

The Philadelphiia area was rapidly becoming the Baptist
center in the colonies, On July 27, 1707, the "Fhilaudeiphie
Association" was formed and became the parent of many other

Baptist associationsol3

1t was an outgrowth of yearly mect-
ings begun as early as 1688, The "Association" strongly

guided and influenced the Baptist movement in 211 of the

9edder, op. cit., Dp. 68-69,
101pide, p. 63,

1lBenedict, op. cibes Po 60Le
12Vedder, op. cit., pe 63,

15P° A, Cox, end J, Hoby, The Baptists in . mericg: A
Narrabive of the Deputastion from the Baptist U Union in Ingland,
to the Tnited Stotes and Canads (New Vorks Leavibt, Lord and
Company, 1838),; pp. 23-24,
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colonies throughout the remaiﬂder of the colonisgl period.
Seversl of the outstending leaders of the Baptist Church
in eestern Pemnsylvanle dupring the colonial period were John
Watta, Even llorgsn, 3amuel Jones .and MHorgan Edwerds, 'In gen-~
erel, the Beptlsts hed an sble and conscientious minisbry in

the colony,

The Roman Catholics
"Zxecept for Pennsylvanie . o . there was no colony in
which Catholica could live in comfort ~- not until after the

-

imerican Revolution." % 1In spite of the freedom offered to
the Romen Catholliecs in Pennsylvanla in comparison with that

of other colonies, it was not until the and of the firat half

=

of the 18th Century that the Catholic movement began té sﬁraad.
It is true, however, that there were traces of Catholle-

ism before this time in fﬁiladelphia. In 1708, it was report-

ed that mass was being held in the clty. According to tragi—

tion, there was a Catholic chapel in Philadelphia in 1748,

In 173%, it is assumed that Father Joseph Greaton, a Jesult;

arrived in Philadelphia and purchaseq & lot upon which e

house wes erected for use as a chapel, Thls was the begin-

ning of the old ot, Joseph's Catholic Church., Here Father

Greaton ministered to = small group of Cathollics, which, by

l4mmeodore Meynard, The Story of imerican Cetholiclsm
(tew York: The Macmillan Company, C.i94l), Pe 9le
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1750 had grown into a sizeasble congregation.ls sround 1750,
FPather CGreaton was succeeded by Father Harding, who later
built Philsdelphia's second Catholic Church, 8t. Mary's,

3ince 1700, 2 considersble number of CGerman Catholics
hed been migrasting to eastern Pennsjlvania.l6 In contrzst Lo
mony obher religious groups, they were not cecompsnied by
religious leaders, It was not uniil 1741 that two Germsn
Jesults, PFather Theodore Schneider from Beveria end Father
williem Wepeler from the lower Rhine, came to esstern lennsyl-
venia to serve them,

#hen Father Schnelder grriVed in 1741, he was temporar-
ily essigned to 3t, Joseph's Church in Philedelphia, In 1743,
he moved to Coshenhoo.en in Bucks County, where he builﬁ a
house end chepel with the sssistance of Catholics end friend=-

1y ?.Eennonites.l7

15yndoubtedly, this congregation was made up of “ng-
lish=-spesking peoples., iather Greaton, according to qccaunts,
was born in London, Father Ferdinand Farmer, the fipst full-
time Cerman priest in Philadelphlas, did not come until 1760
"or rather later.,? sShea cltes from the memoirs of Archbishop
Caroll, which, asccording to Caroll's own admlssalion, are not
very accuratn. John Gilmary Shea, The Cathollc Church in
Colonial Deys (New York: John G, Shea, 1386), Dpe 880, oa7,

390,
163weet, op. cite, pe 183,

17gicherd J, Purcell, "Theodore Schneider,;” Dictiomary
of American Biography, edited by Dumas Malone (Hew Yori:
Charlics scribner's Sons, 1943}, XVI, 447,

e o
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tather Wepeler, arriving in Penasylvenie glso in 1941,
founded the sgered leart mission in (onewsgo, where lie greg-
ted @ log house, A church was organized and g bullding ersc-
ted in Lancaster through his efforts in 1745, He had to re=-
turn to kurope in 1748 because of 11l health,18

Father Theodors Schnelder was the oubstanding leader of
the noman Catholics in eastern Penansylvanis during this pore
i10d, His work was confined only to Germans, who mede up the
me jority of the Catholie group ab this tlme., Ie was instru-
mentsl in the founding of a number of congregations and an
outstending school for German Catholics at Goshenhoppens

Theodore Sechneider, a'well educated man, also possessed medi-

3]

(X

G

21 ¢lfill,. le devoted twenty-three years of his 1life to the

‘..
service of Germsn Castholies in eastern Pennsylvanis,

The HWethodists

The liethodists d4id not begln sny organized work in sast-

2

rr Pennsylvanis unbll shbrtly before the end of the colonial
period, while George Whitefleld, the grest evangelist, hed
also pessed through Fhiladelphia on his preaching tours
through the colonies, he did nothing in the way of establishe
ing Yethodism in Pennsylvania, Rather thaen establish new

groups, he preferred to cooperate with religious orgeniza-

183hea, op. clte, De 391,
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tions airesdy in existenco,>®

Ceptain Thomas Webb, & retirel srmy officer, was the
founder of sethodlsm In Philadelphia,; where in 1768, he in-
structed and preached to a group of gboubt seven people, In
1770, he helped conslderably in the purchase of 3t, George's
Church, the first Methodist Church in Philedelphia,?C

in 1769, John wealey, the founder of Hethodism, sent
the first missionarieé.to fhiladelphie and Rew York.o: on
October 21, 1769, the two missionaries, Rlchard Boardmsn and
Joseph Pilmocr landed &t Gloucester point on the Delaware,
six miles south of Philadelphia, Pilmoor begsn to prsach in
theopen sir elmost immediately. The two mlissionsries alter-
nated between Wew York and Phlladelphla; three times s jear,
they would exnhﬁnge their charges: spring, summer and winter,
George Whitefield arrived in Philadelphia on the last day of
Lovember in 1769, end wes well satisfied with the work Hosrd=-

men end Pilmoor were doing. le gave them his blessing en

198weet, CPe Cites Po 277

204nel atevens, 4 Compendious History of American
Mebhodism (lew Yorks Cavliton er. rorter, L8G7)y Pe 4de

2lyesley wes urged to send misslonaries by Charles Magnus
Wrengel, Swedlsh Lutheran minister who visited Wesley on his
way home from imerice, Wrengel even urged two of his own con-
verts toc beocome Hethodists, - See A, B. Hyde, The Itory of
Methodlsm (Chiecago: Johns Publishing House, 1889); p. 301 e
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sent on, 4 year labter he dled in llewbury, Massachusetba,®2

nother missionary arrived at Fhilsdelphia on Cctober 27,
1771, in the peprson of Francia Asbury.zs He preached sevsral
times Ghere snd then hastened on to Kew York, wheré he spent
much time serving metinodiats in that area., I1In the course of

many preachlng tours, ne would someblimes return to exchange

pulpits with the Fhilasdelphla minlster, During these yoars,

there was a freguent exchenge of pulpits among the lMethodlzt
preachers in the colonies,

The first imericen liethodist Conference was held in
Philadelphia for three days in July of 1773, 1t was the

24 ; the

J

official beginning of liethodism In the coloniles,
end of the colonial perlod, it ssemed that sastern Penngyl-
vanie was the center slso for a new, rapldly expanding ¥etho-

dlst movement,

223, W, Buckley, "4 History of Methodists in the United
Ststes, " The smerican Church History Series (New York: The
Caristian Literature Company, 1590), V, 128.

i SR AR 50
~91bides ps 128,

24Jacob 8. Payton, "Methodlsm's Spreed in Americs,"
Methodism, edited by William X, anderson (Chlcago: The Hotho-

Jel
3dist Publication House, 1947), p. 65.



CEAPTER VIIX

COLCLUSIOR
In order to round out the religlous history of esst=
ern Fennsylvania during the colonial period, it would Do well
to mention the sttitudes of the msin groups toward the imeri-
cen Hevolution, Lutherans, z2s a whole, gave support to the
colonial caus:, even though during the preceding years they
were rabther qulet bDecauss of thelr obedient attitude toward
government, The Fresbyterlans; composed largely of ths fisry
Jecoteh-Irish, were very influential in the struggle for inde-

pendence, The Baptists favored strongly the colonial cauae,

]

pE

ince they felt thet bthe loss of thls csuse wouldmean loss of
religious frecdom and the intrcduction of state-churchism,
fhe mejority of 'Homan Catholics sided with the colonilsts,

the German Rgformed were inclined to be slightly »pro-
British, Although the IEpiscopallsn Church wes hampered by
its close connection with the Ingllish church and government,
the Episcopalian lay people were divided in their sentiments,
1t seems that the Methodists, bscause of fhair connection.

h the Church of sngland, sympathized with the Brlitlsh;

o

.
wi

but in general throughoutrthe war, they tried to remain neu=
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trel, Wennonites, Morevians, snd Quakers, bhecsuse of their
peace~loving prihcigles, were conscientious ob jectors,
@3 In none of the other colonies aof the end of the colon-
igl period was there ass great s variety of religious groups
a8 in Fastern Pennsylvenis, By 1776, thers were Lutherens,
#lennonites, Dunkers, Ephratites, Moravians, Schwenifelders,
rReformed, Quakeréf(freStheriﬁn3, Episcopeliens, Baptists,
Roman Catholics, and Methodists in the colony,

Fyom such @ variéty of groups, there was bound to come
a degree of frgternizaticn,l It is posgsible to trace s few
instances of this inter-relationship, /éoth‘Swedish and.
German Lutherans worshipped with Fpiscopaliasns and Reformed;
the Swedish Lutherans eventually dlsappeared inﬁo the Epls-
copalian fold, Throughout all of the Cerman grouns, there
29 a considerable measure of joint worship due both to the
common 1anguége background and the church union movement of
Count 4inzendorfer In the early years, there was a mixing of
Preabyteriaﬁ and Baptist elements at Philadelphia, and.ccm-
bined worship 8mong, Quskers and lennonites in Germantown,
Methodists and Presbyteriaens often had the same preachers,
gnd coopersted in their church work and woréhip. Among all
of the groups, there were individuals.who crossed denomins-.
tionael lines at will and fraternized with groups beside their
owne This was undoubtedly due to the 5enerally ﬁnorganized

character of the frontier religious movement and its lack of
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confesslionsl standards,

B
t]

‘here was; however, some degree of friction among the
meny religious groups, The most prominent example wes the
controversy between the juskers and the Anglicans, spear-
beeded by Cecrge Kelth, ex-Queker, who turned Ipiscopelian
and becsme quite successful in winning Quekers for the Ipis-

copalien Church, The early Germsn Lutherans in Philadelphie

joined the rplscopalians in thelr anti~-Quaker sentiment,

>
-

(™)

=

)

4

were sharp protestations in genersl against Count Zine
zendorf and hls followers, particularly by Luthersns and He=

B &
A

°d., Some groups simply withdrew when controversy davel-
oned snd esteblished thelr own orgenization or set up thelp
own congreseblon within o locscly organized denominabtion,

The veriety of religious groups in Pennsylvania gives
evidence %o the claim that there was & lerge measure of re-
ious freedom in the colony., Willism Penn's colonial ideas
hed worked out in prsctice, The very fact, too, that there
were g lerye number of different groups in the colony coalline
ued to insure it sgalost any further threat of stale-chiurchism
or religious intolerance, It has elways been the minoprity
groups throughout history who have advocated freedom of con-
sclence,

furthermore, the variety of religious groups presents
a preview of lster religious 5istory in the United 3tates,

/lthough the theory of religious liberty in Rhode Islsnd weas
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more liberal than that of Pennsylvsnis, the latter colony
offers the best example of religious freedom in practice bee
casuse of the opresence of so many different groups in its
horders, It was not the stete~clhiurch example of most of the
colonies, but the variegated religious pettern of eaatern

Fennsylveanis thet was to be carried over into the later

history of the States,
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