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IETROLUCTION

¥he Ristory of Kissions is an intensely interesting and
profitable study; interesting because it reveals God's
vsterious guidance in the spreading of His Holy Word to
every nation, and profitable becsuse through its study one
can learn 1o judge successes and failures of the Church's
work in certain areas, and plan to profit in the future by
-he ding their aigneals,
In the present history of the Lutheran.shurch -~ Hissouri
Synod in duatemala up to dune, 19438, the author will attempt
Lo setl Torth clearly the ineidents which led to the calling
of ths Tirst missionary to Guatemala, and the history of his
firost twenty-two months in the field, with an account of
the help he received from student vicars from Concordia
Serninary.,
& short history and -g-ography of the republic of
Gustenala may be ussful to the understanding of tihls thesis,
Lhe country gained its independance from Spaln in 1&821,

while the present constitution dates Lo Karch 11, 1940,

ihis counstitution grants religious frecdom and provides for
& denseratic-representative form of zovernnent.t It is the
mast pojpulous of the Central azerican depublics, with a

papulation o5 more than three million people., It lies just

Constitucidn de la Republica de Guatemala, »rch il, iodo.
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to the south of lMexico between 139 42' and 172 49! North
Latitude. It is the northernmost repuvlic of Central america.
The area of Guatemala is 54,452 square miles. . n.description
of the terrain of the country is, in general,‘that there
is a tropical FPacific Coastal lLowland, averazing 50 miles in
width; the oierra Madre range of mountains, reaching, in
some places, an altitude of 14,000 feet; a high platesux
country; the Jierra de lLas Minas range of mountains, paraliel
to w ich runs the Motagua River, which flows into the
Caribbecan; and the Atlantic Coastal Flain, called the rFeten
Plain; which comprises almost one-third of the area of the
cauntry. Guatemala City, the capital, lies 198 miles by
rail from Iuerto Barrios on the atlantic Coast and 75 miles
by rail from Puerto San Jose on the Fecific Coast, HMidway
bebween Luerto Barrios and CGuatemala City lies 4acapa, a rail
center, The chief exports of the country are coffee, bananas,
sugar, and chiele for chewing gum, &

The cities most important for our study are Guatemala

" City, situated on a cool platesux, altitude 5000 feet, the

largest of the cities in Central Americaj rue:to Barrios,
third-largest city in the republic, and the chiel seaport,
situated at the edge of a swampy jungle; and <acapa, fourth-
largest city, located on the Motagua Hiver, 90 miles ianland

Trom the atlantic Coast, at an elevation of about 700 feet,

2wallace Thompson, "Guatemala," The sncyelopaedis
pritennica (New York: 1he sncyclopaedia britanniea, Inc.,
1957) X, 939-44, -
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surrounded by mountains that cut off rain from both coasts,
making th.t region a semi-degert. It would be well t2
reier Lo the map in Appendix G,

«hlle most of the inhabitants of the Facific Hishlands
area of the country are descendants of the kayan Indians
and speak the (uiché language, those emon: whom the Lutheran
Church is working at present in the cities of Zacapa and
fuerto Barrios are of mixed Spanish and Indian blood, and
are called mestizos. They spesak the Spanish lanzuage. Those
among whom the Churech is working in the capital ecity, at
present, speak three languages; Uerman, &nzlish, and Spanish,

such of the material for tunis thesis has been drawn
from letters, not a few of whic h were originally written in
Gpanish, and translated by the =uthor. oome Of then,
especi:lly those found in the files of the board for iHome
liissions, have been translated by Rev., andrew «elendez,
spanish-languaze translator for Concordia +fublishing house,
St. Louis,

The author wishes to thank Rev, Herman a, Mayer for
cheerfully granting permission %o use the files Of tihs
Board f{or Home liissions, and rrofessor &, C. Ziiunermann
for permizsion to use his files and those of the mission
School at Concordia Seminary, oSt. Louis, :

All reference to "Ihe Lutheran Church" or to "lhe
¥issouri wutheran Church® refer to The Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod, since it is the only Lutheran body working

in Guatemala and in Central america,
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CHAPTLR IT
CORRLSFONDLNCE LEADING TO A SURVEY OF THE FISLD
Goncerning Zacapa

Chriastian bookstores are invaluable, for by means of
such stores Christisn lLiterature reaches into homes and
places where a pastor oftimes does not visit. So it was,
that, while the lissouri Lutheran Church was doiug no aciive
work among any of the Spanish-spsaking peoples of Central
Anesrica by having migsionaries or colporteurs among them,

it wes reaching into Central America through its bookstore,
L& Libreria Evangelica luterana, situated in Brownsville,
Texas. This bookstore has since been moved to Mcallen, Texas.
Good Christiazn literature 1s not at all easy to obtain in
tuatemalz, and it is the custom of certaln of those who are
very interested in tract mis:ions t0o print out the names

of bookstores so thut meny may have the opportunity of writing
for literature of their own. Sometime near the end of the
year 1945, & man by the name of Linn P, Sullenberger, living
in Guatemala City, Calle valendaria, VUriente, spartaio 378,
princed the name of our spanish bookstore in Brownsville,

Yexas, in his small magazine Ll Mensajero (The kiessenger.jl

D

At times tracts from Wr, Sullenberzer's press are handed

i ; ; v3
_ la letter from Mr., Alfredo Vasquez 4, to Rev. darry i,
anith, dated Nov. 13, 1945.
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sut on tyeine or distributed at the doors in various cities.
In some way his periodical reached the nands of a carpenter
in the city of zacapa in the department (state) of Zacupa,
Guatemala, This carpenter, Lr. Jos6é Alfreda Vasquez ~ldana,

belonzed o what he later admittedly called the "sect" of

| the Friends. By, Vésuuez wrote a letter da Rovember 13,

| 1945 to» the Libreria svangdlica Luterana and asked for sn
assortent of literature for distribution and for a blogra-
phy of ksrtin Luther.2 His daughter of less than fifteen
verrs of age wrpote a letter with his letter and sent it, ©o0,
to dev, Harry H, Smith, the manager of the baokstore,”

Tiese Lwo letters were writien on notebosk paper such as
schinol childven use, the Spanish spelling was very poaor, but

from the tone »f the letters they seemed t0 be Uhristian

Frotestant peaple,

[ Heve, Harry omith immediately sent a package containing
one hundred forty-Lwo pleces of literature and, on the s:ame,
day, liovember 16, 1945, he wrote a rine letter to the VAgquez
family, notilying them of Lhe package he seanl them, thaﬁ&ing

them for thelr interest, and asking them pertinent questions

Al g e Lo o ULl Lrpeies oLl DL R

e

about the religious situation in their eity. osince the
riendliness of this letter had much to «dd witn the continued

interest of Mr. VAsquesz and since it brought snswers which

21bid., s¢6 appendix A*for let.er and translation.

) 8. letter from Hiss Rilda Vasquez to Rev. smith, dated
. Bov. 13, 1945, .Jee appendixz B for this letter and translation.
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have resulted directly in the bezinning of the work of the
luther=n Church in Guatemala, the author feels it very
necessary to quote from it, trenslating from the Spanish,
which, of course, was used in the originel:

The contents of the package are: 2 Small Catechisms,

L "Life of Luther,” 1 "The kvangelical Lutheran Church
in the Light of Scripture,® 1 "Thy Sins are Forgiven
Thee," 1 "uhat Lutherans Teach," 4 booklets of Beginners!’
sunday Schosl Learlets (one complete copy of the

lessons Tor the year 1945), 40 "are You A Christian? "

20 "Wartin Luther,” 20 "Only Believe,™ 20 "Today,"

20 "Rock of Ages," 10 "Christ Crucified,” 1 Prayer

Hook, and & copy of the Noticiero Luterand (Spanish-
languapge Lutheran Witness,)

Iy prayer is that the loly Spirit bless your study of
the booklets and the distrivution of the tracts. The
sunday School Leaflets are good to rexd to the children
and to explain the story, using the pictures later,
while asking the questlions,.

e o olf you know others who would like to receive our
newspaper free of charge {or one year, we ask you to
sénd us their nemes and addresses.

it is a pleasure to send you this literature so that you
con help us anpnounce the Gospel of Christ. at the same
time we are interested in knowing how you knew of our
bookstore, I would like to know how our literature

596 into your hands. #@ill you write me so that I can
show those that support our bookstore and the Fund for
Tracts for Free Distribution that God is blessing the
worky

Qur Lvangelical Lutheran Church alsd is lodking for new
fields of work in Latin America. <Therefore 1 ask if,
in your opinion, there are placés in your couniry where
our church can come without duplicating the work of
anobher church, We like to work where the existing
probc gbant churches cannot reach the whole population
or where there are no other protestant churches. UOf what
protestant church are you? J1f you are protestant or
evangelical, but not affiliated with a church, wbuld
you like to leern more bout The hvangelical lutheran
Church, with the possibility .f becoming members if

you believe that our doctrine is truly biblicalr™

4 . ot 39 - -
“4 letter from Rev, Smith to Mr, Vas.uez, dated llov. 16, 19
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mr, Vesquez answered this letter immediately and gave

the neémes of five people Lo whom he thought the Noticiers

Luterano should be sent. #mong them wag the name of the pastor

of the iriends Church in <acepa. e mentioned thst he be-
longed to Lhe rriends, but that they were not able to cover
tve tersitory in that depariment of 100,000 inhebitants, and
that he had mentioned to some that our church was thinking
of working there and that they had said that would be fine.
in closing his letter, he asked for a copy of Christian
Liberty by Hartin Luther,?

Through a long series of letters, iev, Smith collected
& large amount of information concerning the people of Zacapa
and thiose in the sphere of Lutheran influence., <There was a
general sense of dissatisfaction with the ¥riends Church
evident in the letters, These letters sug ested especielly
that they were lacking in love and did not preach to all as
they should. YThis undoubtedly sprang from the fact tnal they
vere a perfectionistic group and were prone to critvicize
severely the worldliness about them and %O indulge in buck-
biting among themselves., Lr, VéSguez gave the names of more
who should receive the Noticiero. samongz these were the
names of a doctor and bLwo lawyers in <4acapa and names of many
even outside of his town. e gave the name and address of the
man with whom hev., oSmith could exchange our paper for that

entitled Corazon Y Vida {#eart and Lirte}, & friends' puclication.

= / 5 {
34 letter from mr, Vascuez to Rev., Smith, dated Jec.

16, 1945, e T ;
: PRITZLS AFE MED MORIAL L IBRARY
A P AR O "1:\‘-'“'1\ S ».'Ln\":&BY

S'}, - 10 JL-'_ 'F‘.'i(.).: R
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This seme lebtier sives an example of the type of back-
biting that went on among those who called th.mselves
"evanzelicals." Nr. Vasquez told Rev, Smith that kr, Jose
Flores, who had also begun writing to Rewv, omith, no longer
belonged ta any church becususe his (Flores?!) wife and the
pastor of the iriends Church had been plotting together to

get mrs, Flores to leave her husband.®

This type of tale-
bearin; was common among those with rriends® backround and
carricd on through the Lutheran group in Zacapa for quite a
while, Rev, dmith tacbful .y handled such situations and
was also very evangelical in his words as he tried to clear
up cerivaln doctrinal aifficulties in the next months, the
first months of 1946,

Just before Christmas in 1945, Mr, Vascuez received the

package or literature that Rev, Suith sent ©0 him, and wrote

thot he was very happy with the books and tracts and that he
had begun to distribute the tracts. He added that most of
the people in his region were totally ignorant of iluther and

F

of his wondertul teschings, snd said that it was not their

[

fault, but that of those who were teaching them., 4#e concluded

thig letier of great joy by saying that his daughter Hilda

/ . 3 < o3
"esta a volverse loca" (was slmost hysterical with Jjoy) over
the lessons for the children.’ sShe alsd wrote a note along

with her father's letter and said that since not many in Zacapa

4 64 letter from Mr. Vésquez %o Rev, Smith, dated Jec. 23,
8945,

Ibia,

N e
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knew how to play the organ, she was beginning to learn, and
was interesgted in receiving a hymnbook with words and notes.

she concluded her letter by sayling, "Ojalé que Uds. pudieron

establecer una obra aqui en Guatemala." (Oh, I hope that you

can establish work here in Guatemala.)® This expression of
hers came only a short month and a half aiter the first letier
from 4acape asking ror literature. DBefore the end of the
year, during that last week of 1945, there came letters ©o
Rev, Gmith {rom three other sources in Jdacapa: from lir, hﬁsel
Vasquez, Alfredo Vasquez! brather;g from lMr., Manuel Franco
and Jesus I—*arez;lO and from lir, Jose Flores, lNr, Vdsquez
must have been very anxious to bring these men to agree to
assent to “~utheran work in Guatemala, for kr, Ilores wrote:

Now with respect to myself, I will tell you that I do

not have anybhing against affiliating with you, but I

must know the doctrines that you teach., 4And so 1 ask

you to send me some books thet I may learn yqur doctrines

and, if they please me, I will begin to work., 7o con-

clude, let me advise you that I have known Jesus in my

heart for 13 years already and iknow the work of the

Spirit of Christ and that in it there is no failing,

and I know how to work well,

. o oiucape ls a large department that has, I believe,

more or less 100,000 inhabitants. There is much need
for laborers in the work.ll

~ 7 ” . =
: 84 letter from Miss Hilda Vasquez to Rev, Smith, dated
Dec, 25, 1945,

94 letter from Mr. Ahgﬁl Vésquez to Hev. Smith, dated
Dec, 29, 1945,

10, 1etter from Mr., Manuel Franco to Rev. Smith, dated
Dec., 29, 1945,

1l. 1etter from Mr., José Flores to Rev, Smith, dated Lec,
17, 1945,
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The others wrote in the seme vein, showing, perhaps,
their ignorence of the fact that the Lutherans would ask them

to go through quite some rigorous training before they couid

- become members, but at the same time showing their great zeal

for souls, Oo0 great was their anxiety to spread ths news

about the Lutheran Church that before the year was over, they
had held the first "Lutheran® service in Guatemala, 71he writer
fecls that 1t is most important to give the whole text of the

letter, signed by eight sacapanecos, bthat announced the fLirs

"Lvangelical Lutheran Service™ in Guatemals, It was written
by klr. Vasguez for the group, and reflects much about their
way of thinking regarding church work. with great joy, they
wrote:

lLeay brother in Jesus, e salute you with the love of
Jdesus in our hearts and hope to find you with your
nonored Tamily rejoicing in the blessings of the Lord,

We do not know the rfamily, but are happy to salute them,
I had wanted ©to write you upon receiving your letter,

and I was anxious to tell you that the tracts, especially
thoce which treat of the docirine you teach, have been a
great blessing, Tor this is what 1 wanted, and what we
all wanted, I believe. The Friends Church, of which

I was a member, does not teach the whole truth of
Seripbture, They teach thabt Baptism is not necessary and.
they say the same of the Holy Supper. They teach aiso
that sanctification is not progressive, but instantaneous,
and that it is possible to attain it iz this world in
spite of what ot, Faul says in Phillippians 3, 12 and
foliowing,

The object of this letter is to give you the news that
today, Jecember 3u, the joy of some Of the brothers was
80 great that we had to celebrate the first service as
the "bvangelical Lutheran Church.™ (Although we were
fevi, you know that great things begin with small ones.)
God blessed us in a special way,

There are many who are ready to unite with us, <The number
of brothers and unconverted was over 28 apd a few !
children, and we have an idea to have a sign made with the
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name Of "hvangelical Lutheran Church." Our department
is large, as I told you before, with more than 100,000
inhabitants, and if there are 500 believers, that is a
lot, surthermore, the mission is prBoccupied and souls
are being lost for the lack of love. Now, if you would
ask them, they would say that they are working, and the
rest Of the mis=ions say th:t they are working in the
republic, But that is a lie., Guatemala needs a mission
that truly obeys the command of the Lord in St, Mark 14,
15 and 16. Imagine, brother! The city where I live is
very large; furthermore, it has a central train station
Trom which three railroads leave, One of them goes to
the Republic of #1 Salvador., In a word, it is a city
with much business, but if you would ask how many services
are held in the neighborhoods in the city, they would
tell you, none! Isn't that a shame? Because of this,
vwe hope thet you will comeé tO work here., God will bless
your work, Tell us when you will come, We are expecting
you, becsuse we need you., When yoiu come, you will see
for yourself that it is true that Guatemala needs the
Gogpel of Christ,

will you send us hymnals, one with music, three packets

of Sunday School material and ndore tracts for distribution?
Az I told you before, my daughter plays the organ, as

well as a boy who is a sighigr here., i€ have met with the
difficulty that we do not aave an organ and we who cou-
pose this little church that just formed are pooar.

If God wills, we wiil continue holding services in the
cottages of the brothers, rray for us and we will pray
for you. I believe that your pray rs wil. sustain us.

If you hove not received the letters some of the brothers
wrote, you will receive them soon. The news oI this
"ivangzelical Lutheran Church™ has buen a success, thanss
t0 God. In the name of the church we sign:l2

God had worked in a most marvelous way through the book-

store in Texcs, The director of the store, Rev. Smith, deemed

it advisable to send all the letters received thus fer from

a to Jr, P, C. Streufert, the ixecutive Secretary of the

Boerd for Home hHissions in North and South Amerilca. ailter he

sent the letters to Ur, Streufert in St. Louis, Hev, andrew

Melendez, Spanish-lan uage Lutheran hour Speaker and translator

124 letter from the Church at Zacapa to iev, omlth, dated

Dec, 30, 1945, See appendix C for the full original text.

LR
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of Spanish literature for Concordia Publisihing House in St.
Louis, did them into mnglish for Ur, Streufert. Hev, Smith
wrote U0 the men in zacspa telling them of this fact, and say-
ing that it was "a triumph of the Word of God" that they had
constituted themselves as a Lutheran Church, He asked the
question whether literature printed in the United States was
well-received, In some countries it is hailed as "Yankes
propaganda,” He asked whether the constitution of Guatemala
permitted foreii;ners, and especially Korth Americans, to
establish primary and secondary schools in Guaiemala, He asked
for the nwaber of protestant churches and schools in Lacapa
and wihether there was a religious book store in that city.
Finully, he asked whether the Friends Churecii was oyposed to
whalt they were doinz and whether it would be possible for our
church o build buildings in Zacapa., He stressed:

#As I wrote you in one of my first letters, we do not want

to disturb the work of another church, But ysur desire

to have the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's

Supper and to galn more souls for the Gospel of Christ

ig = bLiblical and praisewortihy one, It was a surprise

to me to know th © the Ffriends do not value Baptism and

tie Lord's Suppér. o . &very Christian hes the solemn

obli ration to fight for and to urge the teaching O the

Word of God in all its truth and purity and the correct

administration of Bsptism and the Lord's Supper. . ._.Eor

the present I will continue to send the literature that

you ask for with the prayer thot the will of God be done

to His glory and to s=lvation of many souls in Guatemala.

od grant that the lvangelical Lutheran Church grows in

tacapa and in all of Guatemala,=v

Mr. Vésguea wrobe an enswer to all of these guestions and

included in his letter an officially-sealed report of the

13, letter from Rev. Ssith to Mr, Vasquez, dated Jan, 15,
1946,
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. census taken in the beginning of 1946 in that department.

The census gave the population of the city of Zacapa as

14,798, 'The answers he gave Rev, umith were of much value:

l. « o otoday the evangeiistic literature that reaches
us from the North Americans is well-received, except
anong the fanatical fomanists who say that it is a
form of conquest., But for the most part, that is
not the case,

2, An evangelical missionary can teach in a private
school in ny country, since the Friends MHission has
a primary school in the Department of Chiquimula.

4, In the city of Zacapa there are twd protestant

“churches, the Friends Church and the Baptist Church,
¢ ¥he ¥riends have 75 members and the Baptists have
no more than 35. « o o

7. In Jacapa neither of the two churches has a schoodl,
The goverament maintains a primary school here., The
news that I gave to meny important people in the
Government that you will come o our country with the
purpose Oof establishing primary and secondary schools
has been received with praise.

8., In Lacapa we would like 1o have an evangelistic
library since there is none, There is no print
shop of any kind in the Lepartment.

9. In 4acapa the pastors are natives, but they can be
North americans,

10, The opposition Yn the part of the friends is little

or nothing.

11, In Guatemala a church can buy property that it

wants, and any foreigner can also buy property.t4

ir, Vasguez also gave the order of services that were
held weekly by the newly-iormed church in Zacapa. They held
services almost every day:

lionday: Prayer meeiing in my house,
luegday: - - : .
wednesday: Meeting in the home of Mr, Jose Flores. o .
Thursday: Catechism study in my house., . .
Friday: Children's service with an attendance of 30. « .
ssburday: oStudy of the Sunday Schodl lesson in my house,
God always blesses us with an abttendance o 3Sl.
sunday: Sunday sSchool. #e have three classes. 1 am
in charge of the adult class, That of children

14, jetter from Mr. Vasquez to Rev. Smith, dated Feb. &,

(SRS e
—
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from 3-7 years of amge is taught by my daughter
?ildaa The c%ass of children from 8-12 yigrs old
8 taught by Mra, Elizabeth Flores. o o .

A letter from Mr, Vésquez' sister, amada, told of a ser-
vice during which a man who had been under the influence of
alcohol for 25 years was converted to the Lord and was now a
very happy person, ohe also mentioned that the entire Vasquez
relationship that lived in their neighborhood, called "La
Laguna,”™ numbered about 30 persans.l6 Another sister of lir,
Vdsquez, Odilia, in a letter dated February 19, 1946, told of
the repentance of tLwo men in the Sunday service of the 10th
of Februsry and of the reconciliation of a woman on the 17th
of february., These letters, too, reflect the spirit with
which the peoplie who were called "evangelicals" worked, ir.
Vasquez sent a list of towns in the surrounding territory
with the number of protestants in each town., 4ll of these

little churches were - and are - served by Guatemaltecos and

many of them mect only in private homes. iHHis list included

the following:

Guinmecal 20
Zacapa 75
nio Hondo 30
Guaranja a5
ilalluelas 15
Gualdn 50
Llano Largo 16
San Juan de la

Reforma 40
K1l Chile : 29
157114,

16 letter from Amada Vésquez to Rev, Smith, dated Jan,
91, 1946,
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lLag Canas 12
Cari ; 15
La Union gty

This list shows that very few protestants lived in the
arca. <The ¥riends Church, however, was the strongest in the
area, The group that was working in Guabemala was connected
with The California Yearly Meeting of the Friends Church.l8
They have their headquarters in a c¢ity in the mountains behind
Zacapa called Chiquimula. There they maintaln a secondary
school and have a staff of americaﬁ workers. HiIss Ruth b‘mitn,
who has since dicd,lg was one Ol thelr oldest workers. Upoﬁ
hearing that a group in Zacapa were calling themselves Luther-
ans, she wrote a note to Rev, dSmith, asking for "the name of
the Gen, See'y or officer of Mission Bd. that has to 4o with
Latin America 5f the Missonri.Synod of the Latheran: Church,”20.
when Rev, Smith'sup lied her with Dr, Streufert's name, she
then vwrote to him and complained to him that'a group of "come-
outers" had broken off Cfrom the Friends Church in Zacapa and
vere using the name Lutheran and saying that they expecied
"the coming of one or two missionaries, money for property,

schools, an orzan, and support for workers, well paid." She

174 letter from Mr. Vasquez to Rev. Snith, dated Feb, 4,

18 nrra, Appendix X,

19, 1etter from Rev. Ho #. Mayer to Mr, John astleford
of Chiquimula, Guatemala, dated lay 29, 1947, liss Smith
died sApril 19, 1947, at the age of 77. She had been in
Guatemala 41 years.

204 1etter from Miss Huth Smith to Rev. Smith, dated
Jan, 12, 1946,
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described the Lvangelical Synod of Guatemala, It is composed
of rresbyterians, the interdenominational Central imerican
Mission, the Nazarene, the Primitive kethodist, and the
friends churches, "Territory is allotted and limits of the
same are respected by the missionary bodies belonging to the
Synad.”2l Dr, Streufert replied, assuring Miss Smith that to
date, the "come-outers" had not applied to the Board of
Misesions for anything, and that "it has ever been the policy
of our Hission Department not to proselytize nor to approach
any rield fully occupied by given missionary groups.” He
mentioned-that he had recelved correspondenceé iyrom other
lutherans in Guatemala and that if someone should be sent
to Guatemala, they would be glad to visit her,22

after this came a letter from Zacapa to Dr, Streufert
asking for his pray-rs and support, reaching him in April,
1946, It was written by WMr. Vdasquez, president, and Mrs,

flores, secretary, of the kvangelical Lutheran Church. This

-

letter mentioned that the Friends were charging the Lutheran
Church with being too much like the Catholic Church and that
the group in Zacapa would wait in vain for help to coms to
them Cfrom the United States, The gzroup told Ir, dtreufert

that they were confident he would begin now to help them, 23

2l, letter from Miss Smith to Dr. Streufert, dated Jan.
29, 1946,

224 letter from Dr. Streufert to Miss Smith, dated Feb.
4, 13486,
23n letter Trom Mr, Vésquez to Dr, Streufert, dated
April 10, 1948,
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During the spring or 1946 the little church at Zacepa
éonﬁinued Yo preach the Vord of God, ever striving %o become
more and more true Lo the doctrines found in the Bible and
explained in Luther's Small Catechism. The group in Lacapa
made periodic trips to a viilage lour miles from Zacapa, called
Maguey, A man in that village by the name of Enrique Fuentes
Joined the Zacapa group and he even began to serve two more
villeges with his preaching. In June, kv, Vasquez wrote aboub
this new work and stressed again that "it is imperative that
you send & man here.," He showed that the field was in need
of an experienced preacher and that he Telt he c¢o:ld not do
Justice Lo the work. He also mentioned that Drother ¥lores
had stopped coming o the services and that an "unpleasant
testimony” had appeared about him, BNr. Vasquez felt that he
ought not even come 1o services any mdore unless he repented. 24
There werc & number of men such as %r, fnrique Fuentes
throughout the area who had some degree of connection with
the Lutheran group in 4acapa., Some of them wrote to Rev.
Smith or to br, Streufert. All of thess letters helped Ghe
Board of Missions in N,rth and South America to reach the
decision to enter Guatemala, their first act being to send a
man to survey the rield. This decision was reacghed during

the last days of June, 1946, in a meeting of thet Board. 29

B4, letter from Mr. Vasquez to Rev, Smith, dated June 9,
1946,

€54 letter from Dr., Streufert to Rev, Moeller, dated
July 3, 1948,
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Concerning Puerto Barrios

Two of the men who wrote from Guatemala showing their
interest in the new church, were preachers nlises J. Duarte
of Jocoban,30 and José Pilar Alvarez of Fuerto Barrios.
already in February lir. Alvarez had written to Rév. Smeth,
asking ror literature about Luther and the Lutheran Church,
Of which he had hesrd through lr, Vésquez.37 A lively ex-
change of letters also besan between Rev. Smith and a newly-
formed group in Puerto Barrios. 1t must be noted, however,
thoet ag by, Alvarez gathered a group about him in that port
city, his continued study of Lutheran teachings did not bring
him into such complete doctrinal agrecment with the Lutherans
as it hed HMr, Vasquez. salthough he wrote to Rev., Smith
regularly, snd his group also askea for help in their town,

and were as eager as the Zacapanecdos for representatives

from tie United Ststes to visit with them, lir, Alvarez was
very sceptical about the Lutheran teachings regarding the
Sacraments. dr, Vasguez and his group studied and believed
that what they read in “utheran literature was in accord with
God's Holy word. Not so with Lir, Alvarez. He carried on much
docirinal discussion with Rev. Smith, Mr, Vdéguez, and with
the men of the Board for Kissions in St. Louis. He had boen

a pastor of the Friends Church in Fyerto Barrios, but through

| UL

28, letter from mr. vuarte to Rev, Smith, dated larch 15,
1946,

2%, letter from Mr. Alvarez to Rev, Smith, dated feb, 8,
1946,
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cervain 4ifficulties he had bheen forced to leave that office.
He wrote a great many tracts over a period of years, Onpe of
them tells of hig conversion in 1916 and of his many trials
a8

in the Lord's work sver since, Jore of his tracts, dating

as fur hack as 1934, are to be found in the files of the
School of Missions, Concordia .eminary, St, Louls, Missouri.
Mr. #slvarez had one st.tement that was written into most of

his letters, It was, "Esto que le digo auarde el secrebo."29

(vhat I tell you is a secret that you must guard, )

Despite his doubts, Mr, Alvarez was the sort of man wio
8imply had to testify to the Lord Jesus, though in his own
peculiar way, snd in July af 1946 he wrote to My, Vasiuez of
Lacapa telling him that he had a group of 60 people gathered
around him that was studying the Lutheran writings, and if

everything went well, they were ready to call themselves

Lutheran,®¥ In August, when the representatives of the Lutheran

Church were ready %o 0 to Guatemala from the United Statses,
lMr, alvarez was very anxious to become a Lutheran pastor and
asked many quesbions conceérning that point. He pointed out
that the other churches of his country were anzious for him

i
to join them again, (he had been pastor in a number of them)

v

but th=t he was nore wiliing to wait until the men from the

283, Filar alvarez, iract: Fara Honra del nVaiGiLIO,
Jan,, 1947,

294 letter from mMr, Alvarez to Rev, Saith, dated March
30, 1946, and others.

04 letter from Mr., Alvarez to Mr. Vﬁsquez, dated July
16, ].9':":5.
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United sStates would speak to him about the Lutheran Church.dl
Mre Alvarez made trips to various parts of Guatemala, accept-
ing preaching engazements, for he was quite noted for his per-
suasive powers and evangelistic work., He contacted one
Joachin Vela and this man, %00, wrote a series of letters
to the United btates,sa and later met with the representatives
who fivst visited in Gustemala., His entihusiasm wes un-
boundecd, It 1s sad to .ote, however, th-t in ﬁwa'letters
written in September, 1946, the month that Rev, ilayer and
Rev, rankow vigited Guatemala for the first time, Mr, Alvarez
told mr, Vésquez "We want a chapel, That is what interests
us the :0st,79% From all of the letters in the series
betwecn Lhese two men in Guatemala, it appears that mr,
Alvarez was most anxious L0 become a salaried Lutheran
pastor and ab the seame time continue to do the work in the
same manner in wiich he had been doing it for years,

andther man in Pyertos Barrios became interested much
later in the Lutheran Church. He was one Oof the large group
of negroes living in ruerto Barrios, having cone from Jamaica

and (rom British Honduras.>%* He was the rield Dispenser (of

e L L

3l letter from Kr. Alvarez to Mr. Vesquez, dated aug.
12, 1946.

92, letter from Kr, Joachin Vela to i¥p., Streufert, dated
ane, 323, 1948,

534 letter from my. Alvarez to Mr, Vasquez, dated Sept.
19, 1946,

%4a11ed Belice by Guatemala and claimed to be Guatemalan
territory, :
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medicines) for the United ¥Fruit Company in Fuerto HBarrios.
He had been serving a group, for the most pert anglicans,
in ruerto sarrios for almost eight years as a lay reader,
Hearing of the ifutheran Church through Hr, Alvarez, he
wrote to Rev, Smith in Texas, telling him of his work in
Puertb Barrios snd of the desire of the group to see¢ him as
their oriained pastor. He wrote, reflecting the peculiar
style of knglish he and his people employ:

To the above information if it please your srace, 1

would s0 gratefully oblipge through God's Holiy Will

that you make it possible to have me ordained whereby

I may bg_able 1o serve our Lord and Saviour Jeszus

Chrlst, 99 '

iThere aveabout 2000 negroes living in Fuerto Barrios,
who speak English for the wost part, and Mr, LEdward
Willoughby is one of the leaders in thet community. For
years he has been trying to keep his people with the Lord,
There was also a Seventh-Day adventist Church for the
eaking people in ruerto Barrios, which maintained
a grade school., Two other schools were conducted in English
by Jamaican ladies, Mrs. Young and Mrs, Martinez., These two
woren were interested in mr, Willoughby's suggestions that
they atiempt to join the Lutheran Church, since it is, in
some respects, most like the Uhurch of kngland, which they
had attended years ago.

Yhese anglican people heard of the Lutheran Church just

a few days before Huv, layer, assistant sxecutive Secretary

994 letter from Mr. Ldward Willoughby to Rev. Smith,
dated Sspt, 11, 1946, Uvomplete text of t is letter is
written in appendix D,
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of the Board for Home Missions, arrived in Puerto Barrios.
He had not seen their letter, writlen to wev, Smith, before
he visited that city, and was surprised to find that group

waiting for him,
Concerning Guatemala City.

On January 235, 1946 a letter came to the office of Dr,
Streufert from the Rev, Klmer Moeller, pastor of Zion
Lvangelical Lutheran Church in Bismarck, North Dakota. iHev.
Moeller served a group of enemy aliens at Fort Lincoln, in
Bismorek, during the war, and brought the news that some
of the men with whom he worked seemed interested in the
possibility of beginning Missouri Lutheran missions in
Guatem=la, He wrote:

I am vwriting to you in your cap:scity as Lxecutive
oecretary for the Board of South anmerican Missions of
our Churchi on a matter which may be of importance in
Cenitral american missions work by our church, I shall
describe the b ckground as clearly as possible,

Jor the past two years I have been pastor-in-chargzge for
the Protestsnts at the Lpemy Allen Internment Camp,

Iort Lincoln, Bismarck, N. Dak, For more than a year

1 have had the privilege Of serving, in the group of
internses who attended my services, a large number of
Latin-americans from countries like Guatemala, Fanams,
£l Salvador, Costa Rica, and YFeru, Kany, most, in Tach,
have been released with a clean bill of health by the
State Department, Their countries have demanded their
reiease, and the latter has been granted, Yossibly

you have read details of their cases in the Chicago
Yribune, I'or information on the political angles of the
matter you can go to Director T. VW. Strieter of the
Lutheran Commission for rrisoners of war,

Before all of them left (there are yet a few here), I
ash d for information on the possibility of starting
mission work in the Central american countries., The
Collowing seems to be the situation, as described to me
by the two men who have acted as representatives of the
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Latin-smerican group in their fight for freedom:

In Guatemala there was, prior to the war, a Lutheran
congrezation, sell-supporting, served by a pastor who
was a missionary for the &vangelisch-Lutherische
Landeskirche of' Germany., The pastor, interned also for
a period of time, has gone back to his family in Germany.
The consregation is without a pastor., These two men
(ef, esupra) Ceel that the congregation wouid welcome

a pastor of the Missourl Synod Lutheran Church., Such a
pastor would serve a large territory outside Guatemala
City, working chiefly among the whites, of German and
<panish descent, Other work, by another man, might
well be started among the native Indians, althouszh the
Catholic Church seems to be very active in the latter
field, The congregation, although of “utheran back-
ground, 1s made up of a mixed rrotestant wmembership.

o o orNEse Lwo men have volunteered, werec our Chuwch to
send a representative down to Guatemala to investigate
the situation, to arrange for meetings in Guatemala,
Gosta mica, Wl Salvador, in order that it might be
ascertuined what possibilities lie open, 36

Dy, ostreufert's answer to this letter was dramatic:

You do 1ot know whit an inspiration it was for me to get
added information on mission possibilities in Guatemala.
here is the story - not three weeks old., Our Spanish
Book Coneern (Libreria svangélica Luterana), Brownsville,
texas, tells me that large quantities of our Spanish
sunday chool Leaflets, Catechisms, ilymnals, and tracts
are going to Guatemala...that individuals from Guatemala
were inquiring whether a Lutheran Church could not be
€éstablished in their midst, because the truths presented
by our Church were 80 convincing. My name and address
as secreta.y of Missions was reguested. NO doubt I
shall receive a letter (rom that area.

o o« ol presented matters pertaining to the Guatemala
possibilities to the Board of BHome lilgssions awaiting
added information. - And now comes your letter of
danuary 23rd, What a coincidence! I wish to thank ysu
for the information given. - Guatemala will be another
link in the chain of our missions, stretching alongz the
racific Coast from Alaska down tQ California - to lexico -
to Guatemala and the Canal 4one,

ARy 1 2

Jan,

Jan,

564 letuer from Rev. Moeller to Ur. Streufert, dated
23, 1946,

37n letter from Dr., ostreufert to Rev, koeller, dated
29, 1946,
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Br, otreufert begzan to gether further informatisn about
the country of Guatemala and about the men who were released
from the Prisoner of War Internment Camp. The names of the
tre men who were leaders in the group, as Rev, Moeller stated,
vere Mr, Hermann Laltwasser and My, Martin Knoetzsch. When
Dr. Streufert wrote to Rev, T. W. Strieter of ths ~utheran
Commission for Frisoners of War, he received this ansver:

o « oX&ltwasger had a large retail-wholesale estavlish-

ment in Guatemala, Knoetzsch also is a prominent

citizen., It should nobtcbe difflcult to establish

contact with them.

o o o€ Will run no risk 1ln sending a represent=tive

down there who, without a doubt, will be able to effect

the organization of congregations down there, oSlnce

thiese men gtand very well with the Government and with

those nations, it ggll be a simple step to convert

this into Spahish.’

lr, Kaltwasser and dr, Knoetzsch vere released from the
Camp and went to dew York and washington, D, C. to see various
officials and senators regarding the insurance of their
freedom %2 work again in Guatemala, They soon flew froa
New Orlesns snd arrived safely in Guatemala., Very soon
after their arrival, Mr. Knostzsch wrote to Rev, koeller,
explaining ©o him that it would be very advantageous for
the German Luthersns to become part of the Union Church
of Guat mala, since financicl conditions and political con-

ditions were such that it would be desirable to do so. He

mentioned, however, that the Union Church was losing its

= 38, letter from Rev. Strieter to Jr. Streufert, dated
. feb, 6, 1946,
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pastor, snd hinted that it might be possible for Rev,
loeller to become pastor of the Unlon Church of Guatemala,
The fresbyterian Church was instrumental in the work of the .
Union Church, but ur, tnoetzsch felt that there was a chance
for & Lutheran to bescome pastor of that congregation. fte
stressed:

Therefore, this is the real opportunity thst the

North American Christians would come to help their

brethern in Christ . of German descent. This would prove

not only thoat Christisnity is above all nations, but

also that Us 8, citizens in Guatemala do not feel hatred

and disdain against people of German descent. In:fact,

I would not favor that the people of German descent

in Guatemala would endeavor to h ve azain & congregation

of their own but I think we serve Christian principles

better if all Protestant Christians of this country

Join one congregation only. This would have many, many
advantages: ggiritually, ideally, materially,

M~

financially,

Uuring the months of May, June, and July there was more
corregpondence between Rev, lioeller and *#r, Knoetzsch, and
the latter persisted in showing why it was imperative that
the German butherans of Guatemale try to join the Union
Church, iie ghowed thst there was a need for & common
Yrotestant front against the Catholieism in Guatemala, thsat
a separate congrezation composed of Germans, who were still
not in favor with the Guatemalan government at the time,
would be c¢onsgidered a camouflage for German activities, and
that finncially the Germans would not be able to support
€ither a pastor or a church building.

sfter several months, Rev, Herman A, Mayer, of ~ion

99, jetter from lir. Knoetzsch to Hev., Moeller, dated
Kay 15, 1946,
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lutheran Church, Bay City, iiichigan, was called to become
the assistant ixecutive sSecretary of the Board for Home

Bissions in North and South #America and began this work on

weptember 1, 1946, ie was abt once appolnted by Dr. Streufert
to the task of making the initial survey in Gaatemala, bub it
became evident that he would not pe able ©o visit that south-
land until the middie of September, While the Board Tor
Home Missions was laying these plans for this first visit

o Guatemsla, Mr, Knoetzsch formally approached the Union
Church of CGuatemala, asking its Board of Directors to

f consider a German-spesaking pastor and the absorition of the

} Germun congregation into its midst. At the end of July, a

f letter wos directed through Rev, hioeller to the Home lMission
Board. It had come from Guatemala, and was signed by both
Mr. Inoetzsch and by Mr, Calvin F. Wallis, M. D., for the
Union svangelical Church, It stated:

e o ot+heére is tie Union &vangelical Church of Guatemala

which orffers an o portunity for regular Sunday wor-

| shipping. However, this Church has no permanent pastor

' at this time but is relying on the pastors of the
rregbyberian mission in tris country.

There are many Lubtherans in this country, mostly of

German descent, They feel the necessity to have the
‘ permencnt pastor whom they may approach in their own
‘ language and to whom they may entrust the religious
education of tieir children and who may be the center
of thelr religious activities,

* From your letter of June 18, I understand that the Missouri
: Synode is ready to send to Guatemala an experienced

: representative who will undertake to study the situation

! of the Frotegtants in Guatemala in the spirit of helping
the various groups. The cost of this visit will be borne
by the Missouri Synode and will not include Tinancial
respousibility for anyone in Guatemala; neither is

anybody obligated to accept the sugsestions of said
representatives before callingz a pastor. Flease, advise
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us in time the arrival of the delegate and the time
he will stay here.

It was evident that the Union Church was anxious to Tfind

'% a man to rfill their pulpit, and, despite the pleadings of Kr,
Knoetzgeh and “r, haltwasser, called a meeting for the 27th
of august, 1946, at which there was to be considered a plan
to call Dr, Charles 7, liolman for six months as pastor of the
Union Church, He was a man of considerable reputation: Dean
: of the Baptist VDivision of the University of Chicago feder-
;1 ation Seminary, author, Doctor of Divipnity, and named in who's
E Who in .nerica as an outstanding American churchman.él
;’ On September 20, 1946, when Rev, liayer was in Guatemala,
he met with the Board of the Union Church and found th i
1t would be impossible to establish fellswship with the
Union Church and please the German Lutherans, 42
Soon after his trip to Guatemals, wiich shall be
described in the following chapter, this notice appeared in
a leading nevspaper of Guatemala City:
ALL BENGLISH-SPFLAKING PROTESTANTS are cordially invited
to attend the services of the Union Church of Guatemala
(5a Calle Oriente No., 1) onm sSunday, September 29, 1946,
at 11 4. M. 0 hear Vr, Charles T, Holman, Frofessor

of Theologzy at the University of Chicago. Ur. idlmen
has accepted the call to the pastorate of the Union

40, letter from Mr. Knoetzsch to Rev, lMoeller, dated
July 27, 1946.

41, letter to the Congregation of the Upian Church,
written before august 27, 1946, inviting members Lo a special
meeting,

A0 o) lMayer, Tronseript of a viary on a Irip to Mexipal
Gustemaka, L1 Salvedor, Honduras, September 16-0October 9, 1948,
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Church Tor six months, and he will 3ccupy the pulpit
for the first time Sunday, the 29%th.%

alter his Tirst six months were up, Dr, Holman bec:zme
permanent pastor of that church, It was apjarent to all
thet a German Lutheran Church could not be begun for various
reasons, nor could the German Lutherans consecientiously
become members of the Union Church, The German Church,

44 would never be able to

founded some twenty years before,
resumeé its work. Their problems were many and they looked
to the iissouri Lutheran Church in the United States Tor
help.

Thus three protestant groups in widely separated areas
of Guatemala looked to the #igsouri Synod for help, God
directed their pleas in such a manner that they were almost
simultaneous, making a deep impression upon the leaders of
the Mission Board, and moving them to hasten a survey or

Guatenala,

43Imparcial, Guatemala, Co 4. (Sept. 28, 1946.)

44, letter from lr. Knoetzsch to Rev,. iioeller, dai d
May 15, 1946,



CHAFTER III

THE SURVEY LEADING TO THE INSTALLATION
OF THE FIRST MISSIONARY

x

wxploratory Trips to Guatemala

In the previous chapter we have reviewed the materials
which led to a decision of the Board for Home Missions in

North and South America to survey the mission possibilities.

In November, 1946, the readers of the Lutheran Witness heard

i A

1

Tor the first time the news of the calls to Guatemala when

they read the article entitled "A Threefold Call to CGuate-
mala,"t This article stated that groups in Guatemala City,
4acapa, and Puerto Barrios had called The Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod to serve themy, describing also the visit of
the ofricial representatives of that Church, In this chapter
we wish to describe that visit and subsequent visits in
detail, a3 well as the installation of the first missionary
of the Lubtherasn Church to Guatemala,

Rev, Bernard J, Pankow, pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Mexico City, had presented a resoclution to
inve stigate Guatemala at a bLatin-american Conference in

2

San Antonio, Texas, sometime during Januery, 1946, he also

1H. A, Mayer, "A Threefold Cell to Guatemala," The

Lutheran witness, LXV (Nov, 19, 1946), 390-91.

24 letber Trom Rev. B. J. Pankow to Ur. Streufert, daved
Feb, 8, 1946.

111l 1R SRl
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sent Dr, Streufert a copy of a mimeographed sheet, with much
information regarding Guatemsla and its mission possibilities,
which also urged:

should not these apparent opportunities be immediately

agcertained by a trip to Guatemala? If such freedom

exists, should not the Lutheran Church forthwith send
messengers o the Gospel to that benighted land?

THE LUVE OF CHRIST CONSTRAINS US!9

Lhereiore, not only were the people of Guatemala itselr
calling Tor help, but Lutheran pastors were avware df the
possibilities, In his letter to Dr, Streufert, Rev, rankow
stated that he had heard much about Guatemala through his
contacts with missionaries from that land who were visiting
in mexico City. Hev, Fankow's int<rest in Guatemala, as well
as his comiand of the Spanish language, made him the logical
cholce of the Hoard for ﬂbme lii sgions Lo accompany rev, H. A,
Kayer on his first official trip to a forelszn country as the
nevly-~ap;ointed assistant Executive Secretary of the Board
for Home lMissions, Hev, Fankow acted as interpretsr for Rev.
Mayer during this first trip.

In a letter addressed to the members and friends of the
Lutheran Church in Guatemala, sent to eéch of the three cities,
Rev, liayer advised that he would leave St. Louis on September
15, 1946, meet Rev., Pankow in Hexico City, and then the two

of them vwould leave for Guatemala.? Between the first days

St ATiEALA, a mimeographed sheet, dated Jan. 15, 194G.
Paper probably used at the San antonio Conference.

< letter from Hev., Mayer to the Luthersn Church in
Guatemala, dated aAug. 5, 1946,
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of august and the middle of Seplember there were numerous
plans made by dev, Mayer Tor the trip. He and Rev, Fankow
planned their itinerary, gathered cameras and movie eguip-
ment, arrcuaged oy tourist cards, and posted themselves on
eve:y development in Guatemala in order to be perfectly
prepared for their exploratory tfip¢

On the evening of September 16, 1946, Rev, Layer flew
from ot, Louis to Mexico City, and Rev, Fankow and Rev. Cesar
&, Lazos, the pastor of the Spanish-speaking St, Faul's
Lutheran Church in mexico City, met him at the airport the
next morning., after a few days' visit in Mexico, Hev, idayer
and Rev. Fankow flew to Guatemala City on September 19, 1946,
where they were met by wmr, and Mps. Martin Knoetzsch, lir,
Kaltwasser, and mr, Joachin Vela.® mr, Knoetzsch took the
two visgitors in his Lincoln automobile to the ralage iiotel,
the best in Guatemala City. Bouquets of flowers were placed
in the hotel rooms from HMr. Knoetzsch with the best wishes
for a successTul mission in Guatemsla, The representatives
had dinner =%t mr, Knoetzsch's home the first evening, and met
with Rev, Harer, moderator of the Fresbyterian group, alter
dinner, Yhere was & lengthy discussion of the methods of the
sresbyterians in Gualemala and-it was evident that they were
training their men well and that their work in the capital city

and in the Indian Highlands wes extensive and intensive. Rev.

%Ho 4, Mayer, Transcript of a Diary on a trip to Hexico,
Guatemala, »1 Salvador, and Honduras, Sept. 16-Oct, 9, 1946,
AlL meterial regsrding this trip will be drawn from this
Source,




52

Harer invited the Lutherans to preach at the Union Church,
but they declined the invitation. He also indicated that
the friends required no training for their preachers befors
they beceme pastors of congregations in Guatemala, in many
instances. The Fresbyterians have a school in the capital,

The next day, September 20, 1946, the representatives
met with Mr., Jouchin Vela, who had gotten into contict with
the Lutherans through Mr, Alvarez, He had at one time been a

.

Presbyterian minister, but after about five years as a pastor
for that Church, his wife died, he had remarried in 1923,

and soon afterwards was pul out of that church., He claimed
he didn't lnow why they opposed his second marriage. He

described work as a traveling evangelist and they discussed

especi=ily the doctrine of the mMeans of Grace with him. ke
was very anxious to hear more about Lutheran doclrine and

appeared to be floundering and eager to accept the truth. He
was presented with a Spanish catechism and several tracts.

That afternoon there was a discussion with smr, Kaltwasser,

were stressed, #r. Kzltwasser saild "Das sind verschiedene

Riehbtunzen, Ihr vertretet die Faulinische Richtung in der

Recht fertisunm." (Those are different directions. You follow

L e

the Fauline direction in justification.)

That even.nz there was a m.eting between the Lutheran
rerresentatives and the Board of the Union Church. Hev. kayer
and Rev, Pankow were told thet the German group in the city

of Guatemala were quite clannish and were ndt assimilated into
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the social life of Guatemala and therefore were under suspi-
cion., The sentiment was still strong against them at that
time, oSpecial attentilon was given to a discussion of Lutheran
principles on Unionisem and, though the discussion was friendly,
no hope was held for developing any arrangement for work in
conjunction with that Church, whether the Germans would like
that or 0%,

On Saturday, September 21, 1946, the representatives
visited Radio Station TY0, from which the Lutheran Hour was
broadeast in Spenish. They heard suggestions for improvement
of the prosream, which was already well-received and the best
of three religlous broadcasts sminating from that station,
according to the station manager, sir. lanuel Gonzales.

Mr, Furt-Heinz Hobtebohm took Rev. Mayer to his howms,
vhere he explained to iev, layer how the firm of nottebohn
and Sons had at one time had & 40-50 million doller import
and ex ort business., He told how the governncnt had
deprived them of that business during the war,

Sundey evening, September 22, 1946, Hev, Hayer preached
& sermon based on the Gospel for the Day, Luke 17, 11-19,
to a sroup of twenty-one in mr, Knoetzsch's home.

On Monday morning, september 23, 1946, the representatives
me. with & pator of the Ceniral american Mission, Rev,
Harold Broekhoven, who did a 19t of religious broadeasting
and also used the Lutheran Hour records. ‘“he Lutheran
Laymen's League was paying for the broadoast, but the Ueniral

American mission was receiving the mail from the broadcasts

Of the Lutheran iiour, which Rev, Mayer felt was not a good
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arrongemnent, 1t was changed. That afternoon théy met
with the Minister of Education and the minister of uovernment
and found thet private schools could be opened as lons as they
did not interfere with politics.

the next day they were offered an opportunity to buy
time on Radio sStation TGW, the strongest siation in Guatemala,
for the futheran Hour, and subsequently the program was
broadcast over that stetion also, In the evening there was
& baptismsl service in the home of kr, Kurt HNottebohm.
Carl-Ludewig Nottebohm, and kMarlene Nottebohm were the first
two children baptized by Rev, blayer in Guatemala. The verse
from Tobiss 4, 6, "My son, be mindful of the Lord our God all
thy days, and let not thy will be set to sin, or to trans:sress
his commsndments,™ was spoken over the children,

On wWednesday, September 25, 1946, the representatives

city of Cuatemala and traveled to Zecapa by

left the capltal

rall and arrived in that city by noon. They were met by a
iarge delegation and taken to the Iglesia ivangelica Luterana,
and were velcomed there by a hymn sung by the children. Uluring
the afternoon they became acquainted with the leaders of the
group, Mr, Vesquez, liv, Flores, Mr. Reyes, and Mr, ¥ranco. In
the evening the rfirst service was held, attended by about 100
people, Rev, Fankow presached the sermon in Spanish on Aomeans
8, 31, "If God be for us, who can be against us?" At the end
Of the service, Mr, J. Pilar nivarEa of ruerto Barrios, a
vigitor at these services in Zacapa, arose and called upon

bucksliders 4o reconcile themselves to the Lord, Nohody arose,
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Next morning the two Norbh smericans visited the school-
masters in cacapa, the doctor, and the mayor of the city.
All of them were very iriendly and encouraged more education
for the city. Qhat afternoon, Hev, bMayer visited the
¥riends Mission in Chiquimula and Miss Zuth Smith, discussing
with her and her colleagues the purpose of his trip to
Guatemala, pointing oubt, in answer to their questions, that
the iLutheran Church could not be bound to the resolutions
of their Synod in Guatemala and that the Lutheran Church
had the commend o teach all nations also and would serve
those who appealed to it. Hev, Pankow stayed in Jacaga
to discuss Baptism with the group there. That evening,
gservice in Zacupa was attended by some 60 people and the
serimon was based on Hevelabion 3, 20, "behold, I stand
at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” :

The next evening, ¥riday, September 27, 1946, there
was & bapbismael service in Zacapa with twenty children being
baptized, Among them were five of Mir. Vésque&' children and
four children of kr. Jose Flores. Mr, Alvarez opposed the
practice of having sponsers, but all the children had sponsers
Tor their baptism. :

On sSaturday Rev, Mayer and dev. Pankow acconpanied M1,
Alverez on the train to the coast town of ruertd Barrios,
arriving there around five o'elock in the evening, AfTer a

meal at the hotel by the side of the water, for this vwas the
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port civy for the country, they went into a tropical bush
house for their first meeting with the people of that city.
There were some 65 people at that first service. One
c¢lderly eolored Jamaican, husband of one of the Spanish-
‘speaking women who was at the service, made a short welcome
speech, "0 Lord, we thank Thee for sending these men to
teach us the Gospel,” The sermon, based on Romans 8, 31,
wog received with many "amen's" during the sermon pauses,
and was preached by Rev. Yankow in Spanish.

sunday morning there was another Spanish service, sSunday
Schodl, during which Rev, Pankow explained much about the
Lutheran Church., Yhat afternoon the first service was held
for the #nglish-speaking Jamaicans, Just before this service,
someone in front of the building shouted out that the whols
group were "hypoerlites™ and another men pursued him with a
knife, DBoth of them were under the influence of alcokol.
Twenty-one persons attended this meeting, at which Rev., “ayer
presched on Lphesians 1, 7a, "In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the rorgiveness of sins.” One man in this |

group said, "I was all choked up for joy." kr. #iiloughby

[ sl il =

of the rruit Company Dispenssry was prescnt and showed a
petition he had gotten up to circularize, which asked the
anglish Colony in buerto Barrios to try to raise 400 to nove
and renovete the chapel thab had formerly belonged to the
anglican Church. He was told to continue his endeavor and

0 inform the Board of Home Missions of his success.

That eve
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125 were present. Israel Alvarez, the son of kp, Filar
Alvarez, and the dazarene preacher of luerto Barrios sang a
duet during the service, Rev, Fankow preached on the text
in Revelation 3, 20, A number Of the pecople present wanted
to make it known thet they wished ¥r, Alvarez to be their
pastor, and one man wished 1o be baptized, in accoriance
with a vislon he had seen., Ilils name was lir, Miguel Garciaa

The next afternoon, the last day in ruerto Barrios,
wondsy, september 30, 1946, Rev, Fankow explained Baptism
%O the best of his ability, and despite the insistance of
Ly, alvarez thet the group was not ready to accept the
baptism of their children, the zZroup wanted their children
to be baptized that evening, After supper, and after a
sernon on MHark 16, 1%-16, twenty children were baptized. 1n
all cuses, Hev, *ayer baptized the children. The adults had
all been baptized in the Roman Catholic Church during their
infancy, ‘“This was also the farewell service as far as this
trip to *uerto Barrvios was concerned.

In the morning, before the airplene left ror the capital
city with the two representetives aboard, lr. Miguel Garcia
came to the hotel with a strong plea that he be baptized.
He was baptized there and Mpe. Alvarez was one of the sponsers.
In the plane on the way back to the capit:l city, the two
repre sentatives had for companions, among other pas-engers,
a parrot, a live turtle, and & bag of alligator skins.

On wednesday the two men saw the Chief of Immigration

and found thet a minister could enter the country of Guatemala

I T EERITRR==,
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with the request 7or his entry and full stipulations as to
his support from the group that would support him. They also
had lunch with Or., Holman, the new minister of the Union
Church. JFrom Guatemala, they went to &1 Salvedor and
Honduras for surveys, and from there back to lexico City.
The author of this tiesis has Ziven a full account of
these few days in Guetemala on the part of The liissouri
Synod's representatives so thet every one may know just
what was involved on this first missi nary exploratory
trip. The total ceost of the trip for the two men, excluiing
Yihe trips to 4l Salvador and “onduras, was zbout £750,00,
Yuring the trip, Rev, Mayer wrote almost constantly
to Ur. Streufert, and in one letter he stated:

Our work is taking very definite directions., e are
convinced that tne Lord hags & big field for us here,
+he country is wide open, FPenkow feels that we
should consider centemnD our activities in Guatemala,
even to the establishing of our training school here.
It may be easier to brln our prospeéctive students
to Guatenala than to cstablish two schools: in
Gustenmala and in Mexieco, 4ll this wiil be further :
discussed between us., «e need manpower - and need it
quickly., . . oalready on Saturday evening three
colored men, bnglish-speaking Jamaicans, asked for a
EEiViCL. Their expressions of the hunﬂer and thirst
for God's Word deeply moved uS, o bey have alrc?dy
~J¢uucn to drownsville, Ferhaps you have their letier.
+hat also is a great field. There are apaut 1000 of
them right here in Barrios. . . .We put in long days
and strenuous days. Iesterday we walked to the church
LPifC times, back and forth, along the railroad tracks,
distance of about eight miles in all, . . .Our meals
ve good - ©too good, Lour and five course lunches and
:Lnnérso We don't eat it all, “ege is & megzlg- a
‘e”' ‘ruit Jjuice, soup, rice and pigs knu
(e élcu ecrsf eaé uoiétaes, some mative vegatagle
f1 €ee and desse:t - "baked banana, very deliecious,.

A letter from Rev, laayer to Dr, Streurert, dated osept.
"""‘Oy lg’;_-(.‘)o




-

i |

39

In a brief report to the Board for Home Missions, Rev,
Mayer swumed up some of the lmpressions of the work in Guate-
mnala and, thanking the Home Mission Board for the confidence
placed in himself and Rev, Fankow by sending them as
representatives of the Board on so difficult and far-
reaciing a mission, he said:

The Lutheran Hour has paved the wey, Txe Catholic /

clergy has lost its hold in government circles, Wwe

sizned up four new stations in Guatemala and El

Salvador, and made contact with two in Honduras,

« « «Une man should be called at once and as sdon

as possible two candidates should be pldcad7at his

side, -=- The fields are white unto harvest.

ihe Lutheran Hour office in St. Louis was very agpreci-
abive of the erlorts to expand their outlets in Central
America and wrote both to the Board of Missions and o
Rev, Pankow in order to continue pressing the urgeney of
their work, The Board for Home Missions was ready to getb
into the work of Guatemala by calling a man for the position

Of first missionary to thatlcountry. In Hovember, Dr. {
Streufert and Rev., Mayer, his assiétant, begzan to search '
for likely men. Neanwhile, Rev, Fankow was asked to visit
Guatemala again during November and in January.

There was a long period of waiting for those in Zacapa
and Fuerto Barrios. Lspec ally those of the Spanish-speaking
group in ruerto Barrlas wére not as sure of tiemselves and
very mach worried about the future of their little group. HMost

of all, they did not find themselves in agreement with the

"H, A, Mayer, "Brief Report on Exploration Trip to Mexico,
[(uatenala, L1 balvadar, and Honduras." nN.d.

=
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Lutheran Church on certain points of doetrine and practice,
and, substantially, these points of disagreement, written

to Rev, Pankow, were the basis for their vacillation for

the next two years, They wrote him:

with pain the committee commissioned to direct this
letter to you (plural) does it with the faith that

you (plural) will be satisfied with our frankness,

as when you were with us. You told us that in order

%o recognize us as members, we must first study the
doctrine in the light of the Word, Very well said.

And that we were at liberty to choose whether we would
like or not like the doctrine, and after one year of
teslh you would recognize us as members, e think that
this would be one year of vacillating without having

a definite backing. The church has studied the doactrine
and in the meetings has studied some points that don't
appear well to us, 1) The baptism of children, as you
prectice it, that you have sponsers., 1t is believed
that this is not sceriptural, and thus the HKoman Church
practices it here in Guatemala, and we don't want
anything that brings Romanism, &2) We don't accept
cajidles, nor crucifixes, nor crosses on the altar,
because vwe believe that God is a spirit and there is o
necessity to use material things on the altar, That is
used only in the Roman temples. 3) The catechism
teaches the office of the keys and confession, That we
do not understsnd the menner in which you believe it,
because it treats of a confessor, and if Christ is our
confessor, why use mediators as the iomans do? 4) That
there isn't liverty in the services to pray and to testirly
as the evanselical churches here are accostomed Lo dQ.
Lverything is t00 mechanical without the_liberty ?f the
spirit, 5) That you do not make the national WwOrker
capable, that he must study many years in order ©9o be
able to carry out some position in the church. I you
correct the declared points, which do not seem well ©3
us as you teach them, we are ready to adhere %0 the
Lutheran Church, . . .this which we say in the present
letter is not that you become discouraged or qu}st in
your plans. It is that you might soon send missionaries
in order to open fields, If this business is of God,
He will take charge of it., Here in this port are many
people that desire the Lutheran doctrine, and I am sure
that very soon you will have people. . . .#sfar o t?g
moral part is concerned, we are at your orders. Lo
hesitate to trouble us. B¢ the committee, (signed)

8.letter from the church at Puerto Barrios to Rev. Fankow,

dated Oct, 30, 1946,
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The signers of that letter were kr. Mariano Menendez,
¥r., José G, Ramirez, and lir, Antonio Suchite, They were
eager %o learn {rom the Lutherang, and hastened to add in
this letter that they were retaining the name "Lvangelical
Church of Berea" that Rev, Mayer hed given them because
they had asked so very many questions. There was much
internal conflict, My, Alvarez vwrote to Rev, Pankow and
told him very frankly that because he had been told that tThe
Lutheran Church could not tolerate Unionism, he did not want
to become a Lutheran member, 4t the same time, he urged that
the Lutheran Chuvch comeé to the group at Puerto Barrios
with a pastor thst was well-trained, He also stated that

"Brother liiguel,

whom you baptized, is indeed a faithful
Lutheran, as he affirms, but is very carnal, with the result
that last night he wished to hit a brother in the service.
swhere is the fear and regpect tO God?™?

In lsbe llovember, Rev. Pankow again visited the three
cities in Guatemala to susbtain the hopes of the variosus
groups and to furbhen instruct them in Lutheran doctrine.

During his whale trip, he baptized six children, held twenty-

4o}

one difrerent services, and had some 15 in attendance &t one
time in the capital city, 50 in Zacapa, and 70 in Fuerto
Barrios, The people of Zacapa urged him %o visit with thom
in the town of Masuey, where there were a good many more than

100 in attendance at his service. OF course, the maln result

Y4 letter from liv, alvarez to Rev, Fankow, daved Oct.

29, 1946,
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of this second trip to Guatemala was the strenzthening of the

ties between the Guatemalans and the Lutheran Church, and all

the groups were more than anxious for a Lutheran pastor to
be with tiem. Agaln, many Fibles, Catechisms, and tracts
were sold znd distributed in each c¢ity. On this trip Rev.
Papkow was able to hear the Fresident of Guatemala, IJr. Juan
Jose Ar€valo, speak in Pyerto Barrios at a labor rally and
presented himnm with a Lutheran Catechism, 1Y

after hoving come to the United States for his wedding,
around Christmastiie in 1946, Rev, Fankow returned to iexico,

1d, from larch 3 - March 13 of 1947, made a third trip %o

:r

Guatemala, This btime zgain the Germans in the capital eity

vere very much afraid to have services in their homes, ror

{2
people in Iuerto Barrios were very disturbed about the order

they vere being molesgted by the government.Ll Same of the

of the ten commandments and spoke with Rev, Fankow about
thatu' Be wrote them upon returning from his trip that they
should not become discouraged, and that soon their new
pastor would arrive and would have much timé %o explain all
their quegtions %o them.lz In Zacapa, each succeeding visit
Of Rev, Fankow was welcomed as a gign that the ;astor whom

they patiestly avwaited would soon be with them.

10, jetter rrom kev. Pankow to Rev, Kayer, dated Kov.
27, 1946, written from Zacapa.

11, letter from Rev. Pankow to Rev, Mayer, dated March
7, 1947, written from Zacapa.

12, jetter from Hev, Pankow to Mr, Alvaresz, dated ray
95, 1947,




S de

43
The Installation of the First Missionary

Among the few men who were considered as likely pros~
pects to be called as the Missouri Synod's first missionary
to Guatemala, was Rev, Robert », Gussick of Chilton, Wisconsin.
He was called by the Board for Home Missions, and, in due
time, accepted the cell, Pastor Gussick was commissioned
to his new field of activity by Rev, Herman A, Mayer, who
was assisted by Pastors A, Huber, h. M. Ave-Lallemant, G. ¥,
Barthel, and 1, Spilker on Easter lMonday, 1947, at St.
Martin's Lutheran Church in Ghiltan; Wisconsin,ld

Rev, CGussick was born in Hilwaukee, Wisconsin, on
November 1¢, 1917, His father is a layman, a combustion
enginecy snd valve manufacturer, and a Lutheran by choice,
having heen born of Folish Roman Catholic parents. His
mother, nee Cierach, is the grand-daughter of one of the
Gerwan immigrants that left Germany with Grabau, later moving
from Buffalo to Freistadt, Wisconsine.

After studying in a Milwaukee Public School, Hurtford
Avenue Sehool, and being confirmed by the now saihted FPastor
0. F, incelbrecht at Lubher Memorial Chapel, he entered
Concordia College, Milwaukee, in 1931, and gradusted from
there in 1937, He zradueted from Concordia seminary in St.
Louis in 1941, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Divinity.
He had spent his year of vicarage at the Lutheran Orphanage

in Indianapolis, Indiana, He atvended the Graduate Saboot

156, A, Wayer, "Missionary Assizned to Central America,™
The Lutheran wlbness, LXVI (June 17, 1947), 203 :
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of Butler University in Indianapolis, working in the ¢ld
Tesbtament Department, Since 1939 he has held membership
in the american Schoal of Oriental Research,

His interest in the Spanish language was first stimulated
at Concordia ocminary in St. Louls, where he studied Spanish
under the late tasbor Jargo, paying him ten cents an hour,
Upon leaving the Seminary, he tsught school in Trinity
Lutheran Church (Spanish) at San antonio, Texas, for one year.
shen Rev, andrew lielendez lett th:t congreg.tion, December,
1941, udev, Gussick was in charge of the entire mission until
July of 1942,

In April, 1942, he was married to Ruth Yunghans, daughter
of L, li, Yunghans, principal of St. Feter's School in lndian-
apolis, Indisna, They have had three children, Steven John,
who died at birth, Carol Ann, and Mary Louise.

In July, 1942, Rev. Gussick accepted the call td ot.
Hartin's Chureh in Chilton, Wisconsin, where he served rrom
1942 until 1947, Juring that time he and his wife presented
meny lectures in variosus perts of the middle west on the nced
for srester mission work in Hexico, using pictures they had

He continued his Spanisgh education
14

taken in mMexico on a visit,

through correspondence courses abt the University of wisconsin.
Soon after his commissinning, Pastor Gussick left for

Mexico, arriving in Mexico City the rirgt day of key, 1947,

He enrolied in a school there to refresh his knowledge of

. 14& letter Prom Rev, R, F. Gussick to Frof. E. C.
dimmermann, dated Jan, 18, 1950,
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Spanish, and soon weturned to Austin, Texas, to meet his wife
and their baby Carol on the baby's first birthday, July 2,
1947, ¥From there the family drove thiir car south to Hexico
City, and later drove it to Acapuleo, Mexieo, from where it
was shipped by boat to Guatemala, Rev. and #rs, Gussick and
thely child flew Lo Guatemala City, setting foot on Guate-
malan soil dJduly 25, 1947015 After a few weeks, during
which Rev, Gussick and his family sought a place t0 live in
the capitel city of Guatemala, he made his first trip to the
cities of 4acapa and *uerto Barrioss. Rev., Fankow from Mexico
City came to Guatemala for the fourth and last time, and
accompanied him to thege cities,

On August 18, 1947 Rev, Gussick was installed as pastor

|
|

of the congregation in Zacapa by Rev., ¥ankow, The installation

took place in the home of MT. Vésquez, a room of which had |
boen set aside as the butheran Church for the past yesr and &
half, sbout one hundred worshippers assembled in the room
for the service, some of whom had walked a sreat distence ©o
attend, one of them coning twenty miles, '

Yhe next evening a service was held in Fuerto Sarrids
vhere Hev, Gissick was installed as pastor of the Speanish
group thers. -+t was impossible to arrange for a service at
the time with the snglish-speaking group, but sr. Willoughby
welcomed the new pastor in the name Of his group. In both

cities Hev, Fankow's sermon was based on 1 Thessalonlans

183, ¥, Gussick, THE GUAPEMALAN FIONEER,

1, December, 1947.

Hewsletter NO.
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5, 12-13, "and we beseech you, brethern, to know them which
labour among vou, =2nd are over you in the Lord, and admonish
you; and to estecm them very highly in love for their work's
sake, And be ab peace among yourselves," While Pastor
tusgegick knelt on the dirt floor, the words of aActs 20, 28
and Homans 1, 16, were ssid over him with "the laying on of
hands." In ruerto Barrios, #r, Inez Lean exclaimed "This
night my hecart is celebrating a great fiesta,” signifyiné

the feelings of all the Guatemalans in their joy at having

a latheran pastor with them at last,

lir, ¥red Pankow, brovher of Rev, B. J, Fankow, a graduste
of Concordia seminary, assisted at these servieces. fe had
gone to Guatemala in the beginning of July to help in the
new mission., e had taken courses in the summer schodl ab
san Carlos University in Guatemala City, the oldest University
in North snerica, but now remained in Fuerto Barrios for
one month., fie then left Guatemala to cantinue his sraduate
studies at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Vissouri.Li®

Rev, and lMrs. Gussick had found a boarding house with
the aid of ir, knoetzsch in Guatemala City and lived there
until October 2, 1947, d#rs. Sharoch, a German lady who puned
the boarding house, charged them $160 a month for raom g
board, This was an indication, he wrote Rev, kayer on

Mugust 15, 1947, of the high cost of living in Guatemala, <€
added thst baby food for their child which normally would cost

® ‘ihe Sutheran

165, g, Fankow, "Work Begun in Guatemala,

ieg

¥Witness, LiVI (Oct. 21, 1947) 346,

e e &




47
ninety cents in the United States, cost them $4.53. In
another letter to Rev, ayer, ten days later, he meationed

that a sm=ll bar of Taclal soap cost forty cents, a roll of

toilet paper cost twenty centg, and that half a pound of salted
soda crackers cost fifty ceents, Throughout the first months
of thelr stay, they explained how hard it was for them €O
adjust themselves to such a high cost of living, much higher -
than they had sver experienced in the United States, On
October 2, 1947 he moved with his femily into an smerican-style
hou e in the section of the city called Tivoli, where many
United States citizens lived. This was one of the very few
houses in the city that was aveilable and the rent. there
wes 5110 a month. The cost of living was high because horth
Americens ere not used to living with the few bare necessities
af life that the Guatemalan is used to. INany things that
Rev, Cussick's famlly absolutely needed were things that needed
ta be imported. They could be bought, but the duty on these
items forced the storekeepers to sell them at a very high prics,
The early weeks found Rev, Gussick visiting the Custom
House almost daily in an effort to free his car from customs
and to clear all of his household goods, which had been
brought from the United States, These, and many visits in
the homes of the Germans in the capital city, did not allow
him much time Lo make regular visits to “acwpa and puesto
Barrios, ninety and one hundred and eighty miles distant,

respectively, sev, Gussick obtained permission from the Board

of Mis:.ions to thke a train one way and fly via the domestic
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airway, aviateca, on the return trip when he made trips
oubside the capital o visit the two stations in the
Wgtagua Hiver Valley, Jacapa and ruerto Barrios., The
traveling expenses on this trip cost $18 and the Hotel
expenses in cach city were 35,00 a day. Vf further interest
is the fact that the total &xpenses of moving fev, Guazsick's
family and household equipment, his books, and his car from
wisconsin to Guatemala were ;3222,99“17

irs. Guasick acceystomed herself to having a meid in her
house to help Ecrg mainly because it was necessary to have
someoneé in the house to protect it from thieves if they were
avay Trom it, and because there was added housework in
Guatemala, such as bolling all the drinking water, cleaning
all the vegebables very tvhoroughly, mixing powdered milk,
and being very earerul 4o guard against vermin and bacteria
which ceusze disesse g0 suddenly in the trdpics.

At long last the hopes of the people of Zacapa and
“uerto Barrios, kindled through their first correspondence
wlth Rev, Smith at the beginning of the year 1940, were
fulfil.ed. liev, Gussick had come to Cuatemala to be their
first “utheran pastor. &t the same time, the hopes of many
in the United States were fulfilled, in that the first
Lutheran work of any Synod of the Lutheren Church in america
had been established among the Spanish-speaking people of

Central america. God answered the prayers of many and sent

17, letter from Rev. Gussick to Rev, #ayer, dated Dolia

17, 1947,
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His own chosen worker L0 begin this phase of liis work in
Guatemcla, YWhe Board f{or idome Missions in North and. South
Anerica be san Lo Lodk Tor a second full-time missionary
"to go to the assistance of Rev, Gugsick in that large

field,




CHAYTER IV
THis DEVLLOPMENT OF PuiiANERT WORK

This chapter will deal with the work of Rev. Robert ¥,
Gussick and his student assistants from Concordie Seminary,
St, Louis, Missouri unbil dJune, 1949, 3ince much of the
migsionary work over this period of twenty-two months, from
august, 1947 to June, 1949, was routine, we shall consider

only the highlights of the progress in each city..
In CGuatemala City

A6V, Gussick met with difficulty in Guatemala City in
that many of the Germans who had declared themselves anxious
0 have = Lutheran pastor in their midst did :sob demonstrave
the willingness to cooperate with him when he did arrive to
S€rve them, lir, Knoetzsch and a few others were eager to do
their all to help, but at the same time every one of these
men had gone through much suffering on account of the wap,
the hardships worked on them by the government, their
deportation to the United States during the war, and were
not eager to consregate lest they be suspected of plots against
the government. furthermore, Rev, Gussick and the interested
Parties in the capital city searched in vein for a place
to ment ror worship., One building, formerly a library, was
alnost secured for the purpose, but at the last moment they

Some of the men then volupteered

’

Were unable to rent it.

o have gervices in their homes, but Rev. Gussickldid not want

|
|
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to begin services in their homes because they would not be
able to publicize or announce them and there was danger that
the Lutheran Church would be sgtigmatized from the start as
being German, for, after all, it was to be for anyone in the
¢ity.

In the first week of November, 1947, Rev, Gussick bezan
classes Tor the children of the German residents, preparing
them for confirmation, in the language of the countiry, Spanish.
3oon there were fourteen children enrolled in these classes,

He held tie ze classes in his own hameal

O

The Tirst church service in the capital city was planned
for Christmas, but had to be postponed on account of sickness
in the group. It was held on January 6, 1948, Epiphany
kvening, in the home of Rev, Gussick. There were twenty-
one present, of whom seven were adults. There were nd more
services for some time for the reasons mentioned above, and
because of the press of work in the other two stations.®

nev, Gugsick divided the instructipn classes into two
groups according to age, and continued to hold them in his
home, until another meeting place wus secured later in the
same year, ileven of the children in the class were confirmed
on rentecost Sunday, 1949,

In lay, 1948, a room was found for rent in a schodl,

"Colegio Guatemala," and classes were continued in that room.

1. jetter from Rev. Gussick to Rev. layer, dated lgve

10, 1947,

2R, ¥. Guasick, The Guatemalan Pioneer-:

NQ. 2’ Jan. 9, 1948.
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The First regular knglish service was held in that room on
Sundey, July 1L, 1948, There was an attendance of eightsen
and Rev, Cussick preached a sermon based on Mark 8, 1-11.
This room was not aLtractive Tor church scrvices, but Rev.
and lirs., Guseick cleaned it each Sunday morn ng and tacked
a sheet over a mirrow wh ch hung on the wall over the mantle
of a firepleoce in the room, brought in a small portsable
organ, and made the room look as much like a church as they
were able, The school desks, however, wersc far $00 =mall
for adults to sit in them comfortably. Services were held
there weekly, and a number of instruction classes were held
there each week,9

Later on, in December of that same year, a house was
found in the center of CGuatemala City, near the Nati onal
Prlace, and it was rented for use as a church, The main
room of this house wes arrenged like an early Roman house,
with eolumns at either end, and the niche at one end was
fixed so =s to make a fine chancel, Rev, Gussick made an
eltar with meterizls at hand., The Christmas service in the
capital eity that year was beautiful. It was held in inglish,
and there was a 3panish Vesper Service held in the evening,
& few people who were at horme only in that language
abtended this service, among others, bLuring the whole year
of 13948 and until June, 1949, attendance at the church

services was very poor, with an avera:e of about 12 to 15

B v, ﬁuehﬂ, 1948 Desk Dlary. This was used B9 Keep
daily reports by otudent Kuehn.
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people attending them. One man, Dr. Ainsilie, the chief
doctor at the smerican Hospital (Fresbyterian), attended
very regularly becanse he appreciated the fine sermons,
which were all held in ZLnglish, At intervals, American
tourists who were Lutherans also visited these services and
were heppy o find a Lutheran missionary in Guatemala,

Lutheran Hour broadcasts brought much mail to the
stations thst broadcast that program in Guatemala, four of
them by 1949, Hev, Gussick received this mail, as well as
some from other Central imerican Redio Stations. Some Spenish-
speaking people even came to his door seeking further
informatisn about the Lutheran Church. Rev, Gussick was not
able at this time to begin mission work among the many
Spanish-specking inhabitants of that city of over 200,000
population, becsuse he was 80 pressed with his work in the
Hotagua River Valley and with administrative details, and with
his repeated attempts to rouse interest among the German
Lutherans in Guatemala City. He did much thinking about ways
t5 break into the Spanish community with his work, but came %o
the conclusion, as is evidenced by his letters to the Hission
Board, and in THE GUATEMALAN PIONEER, a newsletier which the
Gussicks mimeographed and ®sent to friends in the United States,
that it was imperative to have a larger staff of missionaries
before extensive work could be done in the capital.

In February of 1948 Mrs. Gussick had %o return to the
United States. On April 7, 1948 their third child, Hary

Louise, was born to them. On May 3, 1948 Bovs GueBLe Sl
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- turned o the United States for a short time. One of the 4
reasong for this Trip to the States was to raise money

through lectures, by permission of the Board for Home Missions,-

to buy a Jeep, Visual aids, a portable organ, and a 2-kilowatt
generator to iace on the Jeep, During this period of

lecturing, Rev, Gussick gstressed the needs for manpower in

mission fields, easpecially in his own, since he could speak

from expericnce regarding the work in Guiatemala. e arrived

back in Cuatemala with his family June 24, 1948, two months
J.ater,‘;“L

Just before the mid-semester vacation at Concordia
Seminsary in &%, Louls during the school year 1947-1948,
student Clarence ¥, Kuehn of Kingston, New York, son of the
late Rev, Theodore Kuehn of Rome; New York, was approached
and asked whether he would like to go to Rev, Gussick's side
in Guatemsla snd help him with the work in that virzin
mission field of the Missouri Synod. He azreed to go for
one year to Guabtemala, and prepared to leave at the close
of the ' &alf-year of the school term, He had completed, at

the time, two and one-hall years Of his course of theological

studies and was somewhat acquainted with the openish languatze,

Y & Yy s 3 i —
having spent a yesr's vicapage in Corpus Christi, lexas, teach

ing school at Our Savior Lutheram School. OQur Savior Church

= % . . > ¥ & B 3
was a Spanish Misoion of the Texas Districte He left St. Louils

in & snowstorm during the first week of February, 1945, and

43, &, Guasick,The Guatemalan Pioneer ., Ko. 3, Oct. 18, 1948,

alg L g
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traveled by train and bus to Mexieo City, with a stop at
monterrey. Ythen he Tlew to Guatemala City from Mexico City,
arriving in Guatemala on February 12, 1948.5 He spent the
months of February and ldarch with Rev. Gussick, tfavsling over
the field with hin, and lezsrning the habits and customs of the
people, revievwing the oSpanish languabe, and learning the zoals
to be achieved in mis ion work. At the end of iarch he left
the capital city Lo live in Puerto Barrios for -ne month. during
lKay and June, while Rev, Gussick was in the United States
gathering materials for expsanding the work in the field, he
lived in bthe capital eity and visited Zacapa and fuerto
Barrios periodically, Later, he lived in the idtazua River
Valley, sharing his time betwesen zacapa and Puerto Barrios
each week, visiting the capital city for a rest and for
consultation with Rev. Gussgick a few days each manth.ﬁ ATter
his year's work in Gustemala, he returned to the United States
in January of 1949 to> complete his studies at Concordia
Seminary, where, God willing, he is to finish his studies
in June, 1950,

The next Concordia sSeminary student to assist ReVa
Gussick in his missionary activities was uerhard ¥, Kempff of

Spokane, wWeshington., lis febher was a layman, very active in

church work in Spokene, Wr. Kempff hed taught sehool abufes
for one year,

John's Lubtheran school in New Jermany, Minnesdta.,

z ; e O
S5¢, T, Xuehn, Cuatemalan Diary '-;§é§°théglse;§
compilation of letters writhen home during it

&

U, T, Kuehn, 1948 Lesk biary.
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and had besun his third Tull year at the seminary. Hewever,
upon hearing that kr, luehn was returning to the Seminary in
Jenuary, 1949 ©o complete hls studies, lir, Kempff very kindly
discontinued the scmester Of school work he had begun and left
for Guatemala, arriving there on October 23, 1948, iis Spanish
was weak, since he had cowmpleted only four units of Spanish at
the Seminary and had not served in any Spanish mission
previously. However, he applied' himsel? dilizently and
preached his first Spanish sermon on January 6, 1949, Wwhen
Mr. Kuehn left, he was able to continue to work in the Kotagua
River Valley, preaching each week in Zacupa, tw;'n villages near

Zacapa, and in Puerto Barrios. ﬁe returned to the United

States in .wugust of 194907

q

As far as we are able to ascertain, these twd men were

the first in many yesrs to spend an entire year's vicarage

in & foreizn country during their Seminary days. Rev, Faul

Prokopy of HManchester, Connecticutt, and later, Rev. Thomas
Urban, spent a year in the Isle of Pines during their
Seminary days, cbout 1918 and 1930, :c'cz-s;pect.:l.va-‘.ly.(3

The first we k in march, 1948, ir, Streufert, Lxecutive
Seeretary of the Hore Mission Board, visited Guatemala and
Nicaragua., <Yhis was his rirst trip to Guatemala and he
visited the whole field, helping to lay plans for the future

of the mission work. ihen he returned to the United Staves,

Trhis was his

§ s, ¥, Xempff, Diary of Guatemala, 1948-9.
day by day diery,.

8Files of the School of Mis:ions, Uoncordia seminary.
These are in the Office of Professor Zimmermann.

_—
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he vrote in “he Lutheran wibtness:

If only all of our members could spend a day or two
with one of our missionaries who are blazing a trail
for Christ in virgin territories, there would bs no
need Lox the Church %0 plead for funds for its mission
treas uriesu “hese men are repsesentinﬂ us - and their
suprort is our regponsibility!

During the first week of Karch, 1949, Rev. Mayer made his
second trip to Cuatemala, visiting the whole field and marking
the prozress that had been made during the intervening months.lo

During the time since Rev, Gussick had gone to Gusatemala

¢

until the present, men hsve been sought who would go to
Guatemala as full-time mis-ionaries, since Rev, Gussick was
besring the preatest puart of the responsibilities involved
in kesoing up with the rapid growth in a mission field. =%
the end o a series of three articles apsesring in ihe

Lutheran #itness in the spring of 1949, written by Hev. Gussick,

and entitled "uwhot of Guabtemala?", there was a statement
added to the sriicles and enclosed in a special box, reading,
"4 gecond fulletime man will be sent to Guatemala Just as
quickly as possible. oSuch an addition to the field is now
being saughtu"ll

Though the progress of missionary work in Gustemald
City may hmve been slow, more sbundant missionary possibilities

werc offered in the two cities of the lotagua River Valley.

gﬂro J, G, sStreuwfert, "The Church loves Forzgfd i24Latin
dmerica,” The Lubtheran itness, LAVII (Hay 4, 1948}, .
] g vemala, 1948=9.
r, mpff, PDiary of Guatema 8-,
llﬂ o husglck vhat =S¢ Tuatemala?,” Lhe Lutheran

Witness LAVI'I (nv?ll 19, 1948), 129
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In Zacapa

poon alfter kev, Gusgick had arrived in Cuatemala and
been installed, he began making regular trips to Jacapa and
Puerto Barrios every two weeks, Almost immediately the group
in Zacape wes able to find a house on the main street, which

was rented and equipped for services, Half the house was

3]

sub=lct to a family of members who took care of the bookstore
which was organized in one room Oof the building.l2 There was
no altar in the room that was used for church services, since
most of the early visitors to the services, sometimes number-
ing more than forty, were not accostomed to having an altar. |
On his semi-monthly visits to Zacapa, Rev, Gussick at once
bezan to hold insbtruction classes arfter his church services.
He also conducted a Sunday School for about 25 children. The
cooperation of tre group was wonderful,

The Tirst Christmas service in Zacapa, at which Rev.
Gussick uscd colored slides of the Nativity, which were lent
to him by his fether-in-law, was held in the regular chapel
room of the rented house, The room measured about 15 by 20
feet, One hundred twenty-five adults and one hundred children
erowded inbo theb room to hear the Christmas Story and to s.e€
the i-.:-a‘_.cztl,mc—:.%‘.l:j

While Rev. Guesick was in Zacapa in Januery, 1948, on one

of his early trips to thut city, thers cane & letter to him

666 123 @ Gussick, The Guatemalan Pioncer., Ko. 1, Jec. 10, 19&7.

i
L3

Ibid. ;‘\';0. 23 Ja.no 99 19480

' I_-:
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from a village near-by, called Masuey, It invited him to
vislt that village and to preach the Gospel there, too, He

followed an ox-cart trall the four miles across semidesert

N T S —_—

land to %he wvillage, and preached one svening to a group of
about fifty peoyle in a lantern-lit room, for there was no
electricity ii that village. Of the whole population of
300, only one, sLnrique fuentes, could read and write, 4

FKr. Xuehn begen to visit regularly each week between
Zacape and Fuerbto barrvios in July, 1948, He lived in Hotel
Ferrocarril, in Zacapa, three days each week, and thereafter,
ﬁ services were held each weck, On wednesday evening, adulb
instruction classses were held; Friday afternoon was seb
for the children's Bible Clasa, for wiich the Spanish-
lan uage Concordisa Sunday School Leaflets were used; and
each !riday evening was the btime for Divine Service. or a
while, the four-mile walk was made to Huguey each Thursday
evening. Later, Huguey was served twice a month, when
Visits to lonte Grande were beéun-lb

The first full order of service, as is found in the
Lutheran Hymnsl, was conducted in Zacapa on Mareh 16, 1948.
Frior to that time, only parts of the liturgy were used. From
that time on, the entire service was read, 1t was only ab
Christmas, 1948, that an organ was brought to sacapa Ior

regular use, 1n oseptember of that year an altar was built by

14714, , Newsletter No. 3, Oct. 18, 1948.

15¢ Kuei i Materisl following
C. T, Kuehn, 1948 Desk biary. oLl
will be taken fwom this Source unless otherwise ;na;cated.
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hend of mahogeny wood by one of the men, ky, Genaro ieyes, ]
who wag slso the Lirst person to be married in the Lutheran
Church of Zaczpa, hHis wedding took place on dovember 13,
1948, Rev, Gussick, who visited Jacapa and ruerto Barrlios
at lesst once every six weeks, officiated at this wedding.

In October, the first trip was made to the town called
lonte Grande,.which wasﬂane of the many villages near Zacapa
without any spiritual csre., From then on trips were made to
lionte Grande every two weeks, and to Haguey every Lwo weeks.
¥onte Grande lay some fifteen miles across the desert from
Zacapa, and the trip was made most of the time on bicycles.
Almost irmediately large groups eongregated in the patio of
& hore in that villagze to hear the word of “Yod, & few times
during the twe yeoars covered in this thesis, Rev, Gussick
drove the Jeep, owned by the mission, down from the capital
to sacapa :nd then out to Monte Grande and Maguey. These
two villages, without electricity, were virtually cut off
from civilization., There were no regular roads leading 2
them. &Hev., Gussick drove the Jeep into the towns over rough
dX~-cart trails, 4as menbioned before, a two-kilowatt generator
and visual aids equipment was placed on the Jeeép. =4 light
was gtrung up on a pole, and, when it was lit, mgny people
came [rom the houses of the villages to see what vias
hagpening. w#ith the aid of colored slides, Rev. Gussilck

described the Gospel for the Day and preached on Ak Vo R

who had never hesrd the Word of God presented in ive-tzaih

and purity. <The first such use of the Jeep end visual aids

ecuipment was made during the first weck of advent, 1948, when
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such a service weg held in both villages, 4 portable organ
was played, for many Of the simple folk had never heard nor
scen an organ and it was a great drawing power. &t one such
service, in lirreh, 1949, the Passion iistory was shown to

more than 250 people in Monte Grande and to 150 people in

. 10
daguey.

The building which was rented for the chapel in Zacapa
had a room in it which was used for a bookstore, Mr. Manuel

F 17
Franco, though he cou . d neither read nor write at the time,

sold the tracts and books that were offered for sale.
This bookstore was widely known in the city and throughout
the territory. Mr, Franco earned his livelihood repairing

bicycleés and wrtches in this seme shop. It was his bicycles

that were lent to the missionaries for their trips to lkaguey
and ionte Grande, When the first public library was opened
in sacapa during 1948, this Lutheran bookstore donated a

Bible to it., &specially at Christmastime, many wall plaques

and manger sets were offered for sale and sold. The tracts

distributed from this store were read in many home 8,

About the same time that Rev, Gussick arrived in Cuatemala,

Sandoval opened a radio station in

' ing time over that
Zacapa, Rev, Gussick was successful in naying

wr. Sandoval was so zlad ©O

dne Salvedor Marriquin

Sstation for the Lutheran Hour.

e, r Kempff, viavy of Guatemala, 1948-9,
nd Receive Their sight,™ The

31l 3
R, ¥, Gussick, "The Bli ATy |
Mission Call, V.l. 5, No., 3 (Jan,, 1950), p. 8. Mr. franso
Tearnca %o read and vwrite by the Laubach method in late 1948,
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have such & progzram as the Lutheran Hour, that he broadecast the
program btwice each Sunday, though he charged far'one broadcast
each sunday. A number 0f times during the yesr he offered Rev,
Gugsick Tree radio time to speak to e wider publie, and he
announced the time of local services sach week after his morning
broadcast, Finally, at Christmas,i1948, dev., Gussick accepted
the offer fTor Tree radlo time, The 24th of December #ev. Gussick
preached over Station TGZ24A, Zacapa, Guatemala, This program
was heard in all parts of Central America and in other parts
of Latin-america, for sStation TGZa is a short-wave station.
This radio service was complete in that, again, the whole
liturgy was employed. ‘*ps, Gussick played the portable organ,
and the two Seminarians, whd were together in Guatemala at
the time, sang the liturgy and the hymns.

After this service, the doors of the patio behind the
radio stition were thrown open and the public was invited ©o
come inside the pabio to visit the station's first public
broadcsast., This broadeast was that of the Christmas r¥ozram
of the Lutheran Sunday School in Zacapa. The script included
eight hymns and a "pieceM for each child, iach "piece™ was a
Bible passaze., LIn this menner, sixby children brought the

Chrisumas message to many people that jear. Near the end of the

put out, and, vwihile the older children
of the

service, the lights were
recited the actual Christmas Story, colored slides

story were shown on a sereen, There were 140 visitors present.

_ On Degember 30, 1948, a class ot twelve adults was con-

Mirmed in ZJacapa end received the Lord's Supper U

ogether with
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their pastor and the Seminary students who were with him,
Among them were iy, Vasquez and his wife and Serten, ek
Reyes, Mr. franco, and Mr. and lirs, Flores, There were three

more confirmations in Zacapa before June, 1949,

_ Mpr. Fuentes of Magusy was in this first confirmation
% group, ‘rom June, 1948, to June, 1949, there were about
seven baptisms in <acapa. In the town of Muguey there was a
litile girl who was sick and died of dysentary, Before she
died, at the age of three years, she was baptized by ir, Fuentes.
Her father had not been willing for her to be baptized, but in
the hours hefore her death, Mr. fuentes and others led him ©d
consent to the baptism, It brought the gentleman much comfort
to know that his child had been baptized before she died.
ihe averare attendance in church services in sacapa during
the first year orf Rev, Yussick's work in Guatemala was about
thirty-six, Jlewer attendecd ths adult instruction classes
regularly, but the children's Sible classes were attended by an
averasze of 50 children.
On #April 1, 1949 a congregation was organized at zacapa
vith a votingz membership Of‘six. The name of the congregation,

: i salvador
chosen sare tine before, vas La Iglesia del Pivino 3Salv

lre Vasquez was elected
and MHr,

(The Church of the Divine Savior. )

PreSident, lir, Lnrigque fucntes was elected secretary,

Genaro Reyes was elected Treasurer. This was the first and

s g . d
only group to organize as a congregation during the perid

vith which this thesis deals. The group in Zacapa had ‘pros

gressed, under the guidance of the Holy spirit, to such &
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gtatus in a comparatively short 1'.irmza.uj
The necd for property on which to build a church was

felt almos? inmediately, and in february, 1949, a small house

wag bought for 51800, This house had one room twenty feet

[~

”

square and wes situated on a lot approximately fifty by
seventy-five Teet, ™t was located on the main strect of Zacapa,
Just opposite the building that had at first been rented for
one year, Plans are to build a church on that property in

the near future. another piece of land was acquired in zacapa,
also on the main street, but slightly away from the center of
town., This mcasures 18,300 square yards, and was bought on
June 1, 1949 for $1200, It is to be the site of missionary

e : - & T
homes sometime in the near I‘utureolg

A greal number of canvass calls amd pastoral visits were
made each month and 2 large number of tracts and Sible partions
were distributed. Ior example, during the month of September,
1948, there were 108 calls made in private homes, and duxing
October of tht year 75 homes were visited in Lacapa.

In July, 1949, a Seminarien, Bob Hoeferkemp, from Concordia

Seminery in b, Louis, went Crom the United States to sacapa

in order to serve in tht city for one full year.

: : - ;a of G al
Zacepa is a chief city for a very large area i Guatama.a

ey i € main
and the work of the Lutheren Ghurch that is done on th

ST:I‘G&:‘{; of that City is noted by m.any who ViSit the Oitng and

8¢, &, Kempfr, Diary of Guatemala, 1948-9.
197bia,
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the news of the Lutheran Church and its bookstore is carried

by these travelers to meny places,
In Puerto Barrios

Mr. Fred Fankow, who had -assisted his brother at the
installation service for Rev. Gussick, and who is now one of
the Hissourl Lutheran pastors in Cuba, stayed in Fuerto Barrios
for one month before returning to his studies at Concordia
" Semincyy Post Graduste School in September, 1947, uJuring that
time he held mectings almost every night and studied the
catechism with the Spanish group in that city. Mr., Filar

Alvarez was nob in fuerto Barrios during most of the time that

iir, Fankow was bthere, ie returned just as kr, FPankow was

prepering to leave.

. Hewv, Yusgsick bezan o visit Fuerto

hen Mr, Pankow lﬁ-u, Qe
Barrios about twice - month, de soon found, after several

lapr “lvarez, the man who had been leaier

neetings with sr, Pile
of the sroup therc, that mr, Alvarez was not in agreement with

Lutheran docLr ne and was not willing to yield to the study

of it, v, Alverez, in fact, caused much disturbance in the

Spanish groa. in his city, and many of the people left with
him ‘and did not worship with the Lutherans when HRev. Gussick

AL S

visited and had services with the group. At first, Spanish

seérvices had been held in a chapel in front of KEr. Alvarez's

mmediately another place of orship had to
ge of his home

home, but almost i

be found, mr, dariano Menendez offered the u

and ther:after Spanish gervices were

L2 the Lutheran group,
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held there, until a small chapel was built., Israel Alverez,
the son of Mr, ¥Yilar slvarez, was very interested in becoming
a Lutheran pastor, and began to study with Rev, Gussick, but
very soon he was married and he felt that he could not continue
studying. he never came to the services held in the home of
Mr, Megriand Henendez,

The Lnglish group, on the other hand, had not been
successTul in raising money to move the old snglican Chapel %o
a new site, and Hev, Yugsick was not in favor Of using money
from the United States for this purpose because the building
was in a very poor state of repair, There was a building
used as a club house for the Jamalcan negro group which was
secured Tor use as a temporary church and meeting place, 1t
was favorably located in the area of the city near the docks,
and not hard to reach, except when it rained very hard and
the ap roach to the building was muddy.

The Tirseh Christmas service in Fuerto Barrios was held
the Honduy before Chrigtmas in 1947, Rev, Gussick flew ITom
Guatemala Gity, nearly missing serious injury whea his air-
the Guatemalan commerdial airline, aviateca,
snapped off two palm
head-

plane, a 1C-3 of

8ot out of control during a landing and

trees and ripped through two small houses at Bananera,

Quarters city for the United Fruit Company, @ town carved out

of the jungle, mid-way between sacapa and Fuerto Barrios.

No one was hurt, Yhet evening the Jemaican group invited the

3 . JYhe
Spanish grous to their Club House Chapel for gervice

the melodies

hymns were sung in both languasges simultaneous1y,
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being the seme, Though the words were in differsnt languazes.
The Christmas Story was read and colored pictures were shown

on a screen, <Yhe attendance at this service was fifty.zo

Rev, Gussick worked hard on his trips to fuerto Barrios

to bring & cleur understanding of Seripture teuching Of the
Meansg of Grmce, and of the mediate working of the Holy
Spirit to the Spanish group, but it was quite a while before
the spirit of complete sanctification in the heart of the
individual Christian lost its hold on the heerts of the
peonie, for they were not as recdy to accept what he taught
them sg were those in <acapa, But the good people of Fuertd
Barrios studied the loly “ible very hard and soon it 100k

n their hearts and they realized more of the implications

oot i
Of the docurine of original sin.

The Seminary stuient assistants of Hev, Yussick, rirst
¥y, Xuehn, and lster, #r, Lempff, lived ab liotel de Norte in
Puerts Barrios during their period of stay in th-t city each

week, mp, Kuehn lived in Fuerto Barri.s the entire month of

4pril, 1943, The program vas, after July, 1948, thab Ghe

student live in ruerto Barrios four days a week, #e usually

flew to Fuerto Bar-ios from 4acapa on Saturday morniug, thus

having time for visits in the afternoon and adult class in the

. : =n able z
evening, If he took the train, he would not have bes=n i
In Zacapa, there were three

to have classes in the evening.
or lonte Graade;

se€rvices each we-k, and one in either Haguey

I‘:O- 2' ? Ja"n.g’

20.&1« ¥, Gussick, The Guatemalan Pioneer,

~ 0
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in Puerto Barrios, with both Znglish and Spanish groups,
there werc =ix meelings a week, and sometimes seven, This
made it impos:ible 10 miss Saturday night classes and made
sirplane travel necessary, IHowever, the cost of that travel
was only 2.00 more by plane than by train, and the plane
gsaved five hours during the 90-mile trip between the two
cities, On the trip to Zacapa, the student usually traveled
by train, for then the train left in the morning from ruerto
Barrios on the coast and arrived in Zacapa by noon.

As btime went on, the zroups in Puerto Barrios, both
Spanich end Lnzlish, did not become very large, but remained
small, Yhis was due in part to the aforementioned problem
of the Spanish groun, and to the indifference o church on the
part of the Fumaican proup., Hut the worst impediment to the
work of the presching of the Cospel in that third-largest eity
of Gustemsla was Lhe very low moral standard prevalent in
the city. Lhere were innumerable cantinas (bars) and houses
of ill-fame scattered throughout the city, 4 priest came from
Bananera once a month, and therefore there was no restraint
felt from the "church of the land,™ which had no regular
priest in thet large city. Iurthermore, Ior the opanish group,
the home of mp, iHenendez was 0ot easil,.V accesible, being
situated on the ‘top of a hill on the ‘utskirts of the city,
and reached only after a long walk Over nuddy paths = muidy

almost ali of the time, for inm this area it rained almo-t

: A
every dey for most of the year. There wereé nd streetlights

. Ke
and meny were actuslly afraid to walk in thet city after dar

e
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There wus no erfecctive mesns of advertising the services
in that privebe home, and no effective means of directing
people to it, Tor the streets were neither marked nor clearly
definable, being nothinz more than narrow paths., Until
December, 1948, for one entire year, no other pla.cs of worship
was found for the Spanish group. For the English group, the
only available plece for worship was the Club House, pre-
viously mentioned, and many people complained that, since
there were Soburday night dances there, it w=s not a it
place for worship. Too, the ships from the United States, and
other countries, were constantly in port and most of the men
of Fuerto Barrios were stevedores and "on call™ to work.

stbtendance at the Spanish adult classes often was less
than five; ab the children's Sunday School less than twenty;
and at the =uniay service, less than twenty. The Lnglish
chuzch services and adult classes vere attended by still
fewer people, ‘lhere was, however, an Znglish part-time school
run by two Jemaican women, lrs, Wartinez and lrs. toung, and ’
they allowed the missionsry to come ©o their schools each
week to teach a “ible story. Between these two groups of
children, for thet school wes divided according to age, the
Though

r actions at

missionary always reached fifty children a week.
they learned the stories well, and showed Dy thel
rning the love of Jesus, only two Or
Their parents

times that they were lea

three of them would come to church services.

¥ere not interested in sending or bringing them to church.

At Laster, 1948, there was another combined Znglish=-
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Spenish service, and thils time there were one hundred present
to hear and see Lhe naster story, for calored'pictures azain
were brought and shown to themn.

Ywice in May visils were made at "Nile Four.," The rail-
road is the only highway that leads out of ifuerto Barrios go-
ing toward the cnpital city, and four miles out of the city
there vias a viiloge of palm-thatched houses, called "ilile
Four,” One howe was opened to the Lutheran Group for worship,
but after two visits it beceme evident that almost every
night in the week a difsvent man would be allowed O preach
in that hou-e, and, since the owner of the house and the
people who visited the services were interested in having
unionistic services where anyone could pray and preach, and
since the work in Puerto Barrios itself was very pressing,
they were not continued,

',
@

however, satisried with seeinz Lutheran work being done only
in Fuerto Barrios, end they planned trips to a number OF
villages fsr out of town, Three times durinz the latter part

2 of 1949, they traveled DY

Of 1948, and again in the spriag

W

railroad through the banecna farms, hired a canoe, and traveled

along the Motasus RKiver to its mouth to a number of villages,
' m = a

the principal one being La Barra de la ligtagua., This was

i ] : -da
two-day trip one way, and sometimes was & three or four-day

e few days, holding classés and
£ the

trip. They would stay for
services morning, noon, and night for the people 0
and their own Biblés and

Villages, preach, leave tracts,
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catechisms, and JSunday School materials, and return to
fyerto Barrios. s a result of this work, kr. Yesus b’aejila,
a resident of L& Barra de la Motagua, visited <uerto Barriss
and told nev, Gusslick of his desire to work with the Lutherans
and preach for them, which he then did, In Npvember, 1948,
he brought his wife and child to fuerto Barrios, and the baby
was baptized., That evening it had raired very hard and there
had been no service because no one had comé ©o church, The
baptism was performed by Mr, Kuehn on November 7, 1948, in
a privete home, He worked faithfully in two villages until
his death, 2!

On September 2, 1948, the first wedding was blessed by
the Lubheran Church in Guatemala, The law of the c ountry is
thut the couple must be married by the judge, and later can
be blessed in the church, if the couple so wishes. Iir, Kuehn
was asked to ofliciate at the wedding and Rev, Gussick was
asked to preach. ‘the couple were iiss Irene Flowers of
Fuerto Barrios, and Mr. Antonio Charles of New Orleans,
Louisiana, @« sailor on one of the boats. This &nglish wedding
s€rvice was atiended by more than one hundred people.

Jne effective means of bringing the Word of codRhalars
the pesple of fuerto Barrios was through "birthday Services.”

Y S s nvd i iends to
When someone would have a birthduy, he invited his fr

i tor
his birthday party, and invited the pastor to Gell & SBOEY

at
Or preach on a “ible text. At one oF these services, held
; T e 25
2Ly 7 cussiok. The. GiabemelangpiondensSHOSS AN S s
1949° L] o 2
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the hoie O M. Yhomasg frances, one of the falthful members

I the oponlishespeaking spouy, who lived two miles out of
Fuerto Barrios, along the railrosd track, a child was brought
to the Lord in Holy Baptlism on Kovember 1, 1948.' In this sene
hore privete instructions were held regularly, for the fem iy
was nob able €5 visit the reulsr adult classes each Saturdaye.

On November 2, 1948, a lot was bought on the =08t

fovoreble sirect in ruerto Barriss. OF the two all-weather

streets, “ifth Avenue was the most importent. The 1ot that

v

00 measured 50 by 150 feet. It was low and

was bought lorx 5700
swampy, “here hod boen an opportunity to buy another 19,
v the lot that was finally bought. This 108

nd was solid ground. Lt cost $L000, The

y o] -
Poo s pLULAAG L Gl

Rev, Gussick to arranzge O buy the

aome Hiassglsn Boaved alre
ome Kissiloan Board askea

1ot or However, the people were over joyed o

cLTth Avenue,

have land., "Lhev cleared the 1ot of derbis, dug drainage

N
(>

(4}

4 into Lhe open sewer on The street, and

i

ditche =P which drain
led sand and clay to fill the section of the 1ot where

thelir tenporery chapel was o be built. 4 space 20 by 4G

wes rilled with sand and gravel

feet al the beck of the 1ot
at the cost of 368,25, Lhe j;f-r.f:n went into the bush gome five
miles from the ciby and cub enough poles o puild & chapsel,
heuled them into the city, and set up the frame of the
building, They bought the palm=thatah, for the type that

is used in building such & building grovws in decp swanp=

Vater spd is dirfieult to get. Certain men make their iiviang

ranches for- building

-

by cutting and selling these palm b

.
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3

material. Thirtecn hundred branches were used in the con-
struction of the building and cost $72.,00. The total cost
of the structure was $839,25, This included the fill for the
lot, the entire 20 by 40-foot building, the rough benches,
and the altar, built of rough lumber and covered with cloth.
Un December 25, 1948, there were four services held in
the newly-opened church, 4iifteen attended the early morning
tnglish Chedctmas Scrvice, snd fifteen attended the Spanish
Christmas Service., In the afternoon, fifty-rive attended the

Spanish, and eighteen the inglish, Children's Program.

...

While about twenty individuals had been studying and

prepering themselves for confirmation in Puerto Barrios, on

becember 20, 1948, rive wpanish-speaking adults.vers confirmed

9
i

and received the Lord s Supper, and on Jecember 21, three
£nglish-spe-king people, two adults and a youngzer girl, were

eonfirmed and received the cacrament. One man of the Spanish-

speaking avoup in fuerto Barrlos, as mentioned before, was
a8 negrs, +herefore, at the first Spanish-language communion
S€rvicec, which was the first iutheran Communion sService in

Gu temala, a Jamaican negro, Guatemalans, and North Americans,

(Rev. Gyussick and the two students) received the Lord's

Supper from a common cup, Symbolizing the unity of believers

in Christ, <+he name of the church in Fuerto Barrios - and

when the coneresstion is organized, the. twd languag€é gSroups
NErega

%11l be one congrezation - is La Iglesia de Cristo, el
Salvador, or, in snglish, The Cpurch of Christ the SaVior,
ned service.

On New Year's Jve there was andther combi
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This was a watch-nighl service, and thé liturgy was sung,
accompanied by the portable organ lent to the church by Hr.
wliloughby, first in one langusge, then in the other, BHr.
Eempff preached in lknglish, and Hr. Kuehn preached in
Spanish, The service was attended by forty people and the
communicants of both langusge groups communed together. In
Puerto Barcios, as well as in Z.aca‘pa, the Lord's Supper is
celebrated every week, Rev., Gussick discussed the matter with
the members in both cities and they agreed that it would be
wise o have an o.portunity to receive the Sacrament as
often as possible, The Seminary students have special per-

mission to administer the Lord's Sugper.
ine Jdemaicans brought many of their children ©O be

baptized, srom June, 1948 to June, 1949, there were bwenty-

three inglish-lansuage baptisms in fuer®d Barrios, performed

by the Seminary students, There was one more tLnslish wedding

‘ rormed by Reve. “ussick.

in the spring of 1949, per

No book store was established in Puerto Barrios, The
building of the church on Fifth avenue helped to cc.nl,rali.:.e
the work in both languages, and mOTe visitors began ©O come
5 services; especially towards the middle of 1949 Huch
literature was distributed, but here not fram door to door, as
in cacapa, Arter the chapel was puilt in ‘uerto Barrios, then
-
the immediate neighborihood OoF the chapel was canvass€d. +he
amount of literature distributed was nearly ofe thousand
Pieces each month, between both Fuerto Barrios and "acaf"‘:h
n the

hapel O
In June, 1949, plans were ©o puild a permanent cnap
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lot that was owned by the lission Board, in front of what
is now the first *~uthcran Church built for the Spanish-
gpeaking people of Centrel smerica. 4t -uch time that the
new building be built, the Falm Thatch Chapel will be used
for other purposes.

Though there was much difficulty for the beginning of
the permenent mis:ion work in Fuerto Barrios, due to the
loss of inberest on the part of certain of the men, poor
location, and extremely low moral conditions in the city,
generally, the zeal of the small group was remarkable and
they grew, not in iueirto Barrios alone, but spread the
Gospel of desus to more villages,

In July, 1949, a student vicar, Carl Bretcher, from
Concordia scminsry in St. Louls, went t9 ‘uerto Barrios O

stay end serve that city for one full year.




CHAPTER V

.;’i}'c; ‘l.:'k;\_':f jﬁ-]ai’uﬁs-.f.:ch Ii‘: REmW
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shory covers a very short, but important period
of time, for it marks the beginning of the first work of

the lutheran Church -

Lissouri Synod among the Spanishe

speaking people in Central Jmerica, Srom the first letter
received by Reve Harry H. Snith in Texas from Zacspa, in
November of 19435, the succeeding letters from Fusrto Barrios
to Rev, Snith, snd the desive of the interned Germans ia the
United States ©o have a Lutheren Church again in Guatemaela
City, to the enbtrance of Rev, Gussick as the first full-time
was a period of twenty-one months. . ¥zom his.

miasionary,

entrence until June, 1949, we count twenby-iwo months, Shese

nd seven months were months af great strain

118

thice year

for all involved, for the birth of & new church is not easy,

and they vere months of great joy, for the birth of & new

church is & Gode-pleasing thing.

grts of the Guatenalans who -

rg
[=de
'...l

ded much fruit, for the he
were interested in the Lutheran Church leaped ror joy when

Rev, Gussick wes installed as their first lutheran pastol.

God blesszed bhe srfforts he made to teach His vword, end the

ios
elforts of the Concordia seminary students who aided him in

this sreat task,

Thepe were shatistics available on the years 1948 and
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1949, printed in the Statistical Yearbook of the Lutheran
Church - lMisso ri Jynod, but it is true, that in the in-
ception of work such as this, in any field, early figures
can be very decepvive, Lor that reason, they have not been
listed. The geowth in Christian love, the desire to
spread the word of God to obther towns and villages, and the
nwiber of people who are asiking for Lutheran work to be
begun in their villages (seventeen villages are calling for
help right now!), are proof that God has blessed His Word
in Guatemala,

A conporision of figures mentioned in a letter Irom
Rev, Gussick to lir. Kempff early in 1950, shows that at the
end of 1949 there were approximately double the number of
pedsle who abtended church services regularly and who visited
Christmas services throughout the field than there werc at
the end of the year 1948, 4t the end of the year 1943¢En3
nuiber of resular visitors at church in the whole field

was six hundred, and the number ab the “Yhristmas services
Was one thousand,

Through Mr. Vdsquez' search for literature and his appeal

to the Lutheran Bookstore in Texas, the Lutheran Church

entered Guatemala and has spread o many places in Guatemala.

It is sad to know that some who eagerly awaited the coming

of the misscionary lost interest when he did ocané, but hearten-

gathered around him tO heaxr God's
11 bless His worke

ing to know that many more
""’01’(1. God's unfailing promise 1is that he wi

50LI DLO GLORIA




APFENDIX A
THi FIRSI LETTLR FROM MR. VASQUEZ TO REV. SHITH

. 13. Noviembre, 1945.
Mis apreclables hermanos:

Deses que cuando mi presente est€é en sus manos, les encuentre
gozando de las inescrutables riquezas de mi Sefhor, pues son
1os desess de ni corazon para con Uds, Aunque no les condzed,
pero siento en i espiritu la communidn del Senor con Uds.
iiermenos me gusta hablar siempre que me toca, francamente:
deseo que Uds, me manden por la remesa gratuita un buen
surtido de tratados para la distribueidn, gue sean especliales
para evangzelizocidn sobre todo aquellos que tratan las falsas
doctrinas romanas, 51 no hay de este, 103 que tengan, Lo
que necesito es literatura para repartir,

1ico si pueden me hagan favor de mandarme la
tin Luters pues me gusta leer libros de
piritual y me es bastente dificultoso comprar=
los por tener a 1 cargd sels hijos de familia a quienes
D

3

-
i

sostengs con mi proplo trabajo. Ademds desed que mis hijos
8¢ lnstruyan er 5 cominog del Sehor. IFerdonamé hermanos

=X - L
ml franquesa,

- /
Soy de Uds, su hermand €n Jesus,
(signed) Alfredo Vdsquez 4.

Its transletion:

November 13, 1945.
iy esteened brothers,
I wish that when this is in your hands, it finds you rejaj.cfi“.ngg)f
in the inscrutable riches of my Lord, for that is tl}i 2333313:1
uy heart for you. Although I do not kmow you, I fee- DLy
with you in the Lord, Brothers, I like to speak frgn fyt..racts
wish you to send me free of charge a go0d assargme?' 1?1011 ¢
for distribution, which are-especially for evam’e:][-féaou have
those which treat of the false ioman doctrines. f-,' re o
none of those, what you have, What I need is literavu
distribute,

e : TN |t

Also may I ask y-ou to do me the favor of sending ?es“;i 1232%

raphy of Martin Luther for I love 10 read baaksba tgem for

€dirication and it is very difficult for me to wggm STt
have six children of my own bo take care of, PI

by my own work, Fordon my {rankness, brothers.

I am your brother in Jesus,

(sizned) Alfredo Vasquez A,



APPENDIX B
THE FIRST LLTTLR FROM BILDA VASQULZ TO ReV. SMITH

Zacapa, 13, Noviembre, 1945.
fistimados hermanos:

El objeto de mi presente, es suludarlos en el amor de mi
Salvedor y al mismo tiempo ruego a mi padre celestial que
les colme de especial vendieioan,

Hermanos. &1 fin de ml cartita es hacerles la giguiente
siplica y es esta: Deseo que me manden un surtido de tratados
por la remesa gratulta y unas figuritas para repartir a unas
nifiitss a quienes les ensefio la palabra de Diss. No les
mando ofrends porque mé 6s imposible, pues ml padre €8 muy
pobre, <Yerdone hermand.

Su hermana en Jesus,
(signed) Hilda Vasguez

Its trenslation:

Zacapa, November 13, 1945,

Lsteemed brothers,

The gbject of this is to salute you in the ]:ovghog ﬁg :;gigr
and at the seme time pray my celestial fathexr tha
you with a special blessing.

Brothers, the purpose of my little letter is ©2 m‘igg'aggesend
£ollovink request and it is this: I wish that you WOLL, o

¢ an ascortment of tracts free of charge and %opéeach the
pictures to distribute to a few children ‘."mf,‘ ause it is
Word of God, I cannot gsend you an offering BEOERS, o o
impossible for me, since my father is VEIy poofe ;
brother,

gister in Jesus,
](fglil?;ned) Hilda Vdsquez



APTERDIX C
A LETTER TROM THL CHURCH AT ZACAPA TO REV. SAITH

Zacapa, 30. Diciembre, 1945,
Sr. Harry H. omith,

Ml amado hermano en Jesis: Con el amor de Jesis en nuestros
gorazones lo saludamos deseando se encuentre zosando de- las
bendiciones del Sefior en union de su apreciable femilia, a
GUieneés no CONICEMDS PEerd nos gosamds en saludarlos, Habia
pensado escrihirles en cuanto recibiese carta suya, pero me
anticipe’ pora contarle que los folletos especialmente 193 que
tratan de la doctrina que Uds, ensenan, nos han sido de gran
bendici ‘n pues esto era lo que yo deseaba y deseabamds pues
asl’ ereo ryo, "La Iglesia aAmigos" a la que yo pertene_c_zi& no
ensenien toda la verdad de las escrituras. £11os ensenan gue
el "Bautismo" no es necesario 10 mismo dicen de la santa
sena engefian ademds que la santificacidn no 6s progresiva
»'rea v que es posible alcanzarla en esteé mundo,

sino inst
& pesar de 1o cue dice San Pablo en Filipenses 3, 12 ete.

&1 objecto de sresente es derle la nueva que hoy domingd
30, de Diciembre tanto era el gozo de algunos hermandos que
tuvimos que celebrar el primer culto ya comd "Izglesia
Lvangélica Luterana® (sunque pocos pero Ud, sabe que las
cosas srandes emplesan por las pegquenas) Dios nos bendijo .
especialmente, ¥ hay muchos que estan por unirseé a nosotros.

El numbe;o de hermanss € ineombersos pasa de 28 con algunos

nifios, y estamos con la idea de mandar hacer nuesi;ro rotulos
¢on el nanbre de "Iglesia Lvangélica Luterana," Kuestro e
departamento es srande cond le dijo anteriormente, Iasa

. S : ; ucho ademéas la
100,000 habitsntes y si hay 500 creyentes €s m por felta

Missidn estd despreocupada y las almas perdiendose
de amor, ahora: si Ud, pregunta a ellos dicen que eftaﬁpjan
trebajendo, Lo mismo dicen las demds missiones qtjfg g: a2
€n la Republica pero es mentira. Guatemala nece§_~ar en San
missidn que en verdad cumpla con el mandabo del ocgg Yo vivo
Rareos 14, 15-18, rigurese hermand, la ciudad dondé 2 wi
: = Sl donde salen S5 vias
€s nuy grande ademds, tiene esbacion gentral Salvador en una
fereas una de ellas ileu;a a la republica del faugﬂ e tn
Dalabra es una ciudad de mucho movimiento ¥ sdir o5 guebnin i
Suentos cultos se celebran en los barrd s 1e eramos que
.Verdad gue es una lastimay FPor esto ﬂ”"}”f"?uggﬁfra obra.
4S8, vengan a trabajar. Dios va a bendecué les necesitamos.
Avisenos cuando vienen les esperamas pord jerto que “uatemala

“ando Uds, vengan se desenganaran ﬁﬁgfgﬁog que nos manden
Negesita del ivangelio de Cristde. & 3 pebistas de la

“i“’-nai‘ios dentro de ellos uno de misicé,
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33"“61 ‘L,).,‘, _“‘_,le ¥y mas Lolletos para distribuir. Comdo le
4 J(la anf 1‘1 ormente mi hija toca €l armonio 1o mismd un joven
t: 28 1111-.}.;"1\,(.., perd tropesamds con la dificultad que no
nemos, 4demas Los que componemos la pequena Izlesia que

s¢ aceba de :;.‘a;r.u_m s0md8 pobres. 408 cultos 108 aeguiremoa
celebrando en lag cusitas de los hermanos, Dios mediante.
Oren por nosdotros y nosobros por Uds., Yo cred que la oracion
de Uds, nos ba a sosbener, S5i no ha recibido carta de

S%O‘IILJ her: a-:;.!‘.wt._B e ba a recibir., La nobticia de esta
" e iliraﬂ.r siz€lica Luterana™ ha sido un exito gracias a
08, &n nombre de la Iglesia nos firmamdos:

(signed) Jase alfredo Vdsquez 4.
.n.ng(:l 1. Vasquez
Jesus Persz
a rueszo de manuel I-r ncd que
Lunora firmar, Jesus Yerez
ii, Hilda Vasquez
Jogse Flores Be
Luz C. de Vdsquez
por no saber firmar nntonia
Barahona, Jogs€ ALfredd Vasquez 4.



APTLHDIX D
THE ILLTTEL FPROM HMR. WILLOUGHBY TO REV., SMITH

ruerto Barrios, September 11, 1945,
Greevings:

I have been successful in gathering a few souls together
who have been spiritually starving through the lack of a
spiritual Fastor o administer them the HOLY Supper of the

Lord and Saviour JESJS CHRIST.

Those faithful were members of the Anglican Faith, including
& few belongzing to tie methodist, Baptist, Moraviean, and the
FPresbytervian, feith, After the Rector Father Frank Kelly

was called home to Lngland the members began O drift away,
some went over Lo bthe sevenbh-Day Adventist while some went
away to the vein pleasures of the world and the remaining
few kept with me by staging a little Services to God in a

Club liouse.

We after secing the inadequacy of the place, approach the

I-':-anaE,’C;-.‘ of the JU.i'ij.t(:d HFruit GOfﬂPany; Supplicating to him a8
the nsme of cur Redeemer Christ the Lord for a help. sfter
the space of n ne months God has touched his he ‘rt, and hi,
gave us the Huilding which was once dedicated to the -an}’;l ;an
faith, %he sald building is now desecrated due 1o the-lac

that the Uompany had given it to some labourers to dwel %
therein, we will be removing the Biilding from 1Gs Zr:rggin
state £o a new locality which the goverament has so freely

granted to us.

1ods
a1
1

NOW whet we wanted is an ordsined Fastor o 1‘33‘1 dt’gii;lltde
Zlock which through the grace and blessing ?f °e "--ho*is
steadily »row, YWhe kind of Pasbor we '?v:—;x_it is onth; Holy

in power to baptize, to marry and 0 adninister

Sacrament for L am not in power %o dd SO.

. ined
It is the desire of the people that I Shgu{dige :igacll.gad’
since I have been preaching to them and ulythgir deasires
£Or practically eizht years. o faci}itat:id flock if
1 have been preparing myself to B ad "f;‘f.vﬁ the Lord in thab
confidence cun be eonferred on me to 8

Capacity,

Y bresent gualifications are: 7 .
Sehoo
I am & graduate of the American Correspondence ek ;



e
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Chicago: & Solicitor of the american Correspondence 3chool

of Law: an Aralytlcal and Industrial Chemist of the
International Correspondence sSchools, Scranton, Pa. A Doctor
of Metaphysic of «hite Ingtitute of Science, Los Angeles,

a graduate of ©tle Noody Dible Institute for Synthetic Bible;
a Doctor of Fsychology of the Divine College of Metaphysics,
Indianapolis. In the said College of Divine Metaphysics I

am tvaking ilnstruction for the Degrees of Metaphysics and
Doctor of Vivinity. I have been & Lay Reader for the
Anglican Chuivch 1In I ios for about twelve years., At present
I em in the Loy of the United Fruit Company as a Field
Dispenser [(ar et e vears and two months.

?

To the above information if it please your grace, I would
1y oblige throngh God's Holy Will that you make

50 gr atefallsy
it possibvle to e ve me ordained whereby I may be able €O

gerve our Lorl and Saviour Jesus Christ, The harvest 1s
ripening and the laborers are few, I do belisve if you

will concider nie as how Faul was converted and made a faith-
ful servant of our Lord, through God's most gracious will

I can by pruning and harvesting bring fruits worthy to

enter ths joys of eternal life,

I had come =cross your address through Seror Don J. Filar
rez of “uerto Barrioss who was the Pastor of the

Crurch in Barrlos by the name of "Los Aulgos.”
vures alweys supplied me with pamphlets,

nLVES

Lyvang

‘he szid Mr, aAlvarez = d
tracts, and obher sacred literature both in snglish an

Spanish, e can tell you a lot about me,
Yours in Christ,

sisned)
E(:dwérd Willoughby
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APTENDIX B

GUATEMALA HMISSION STATISTICS

Flaces of worship 947
Communicant or Full Members 21,233

Tobal Ohristian Comamunity - 1925 b o s
. - 1938 21,740
Latbest Avallable Figures 76,248

Tall e
Ordainsd -
Nationpal 36
Foreign 24
Laymen -
National 101
Toreign . 44
vomen =~
National 2
Forelgn 40

4
8

Iglesia Svangélica en Guatemala

Christian Missions in many lapds

Assemblies of God :

California Yearly Meeting of
Friends Church

Central mmerican Missions

Chureh of God

Church of the Nazarenes

Fresbyterian Church in the UeSeiia

Primitive methodist Foxelgn
Mission Board <

Sevent§¢Day sdventists

Qthers:

liiorld Christian Handbook, Renneth. Ge Grubb, e4LTOr: B th
World Dominion Fregs, 1949), p. 287




APYENDIX F
DEVELOFMENTS SINCE 1949

sinee July, 1949, before mr, Gerhard Kempff returned to
bhe United States, two Semipary students from Concordia
weninary, St. Louis, Hissouri, have been assisting Rev,
Gussick in Guatemala, They intend to return to the
United States during the summer of 1950,

Ky, noyg¢t “oeferkamp, son of Rev, fdward Hoeferkamp of
Jonesville, Indiana, is stationed in Zacapa, Mr, Carl
Lreteher, son of ¥rof, Faul Bretcher of Concordia
Leminary, St, Louis, is stationed in Fuerto Barrios.

foth had vicared in Spanish Missions in Texasg, in

wdrpus Christi and Mcallen, respectively, Both have
completed three years at Concordia Seminary, #r,

dobert Hoerferkamp also instructed in the Spanish language
at Concordia Seminary, as did ®r, Fred Pankow and Kr.
Clarence Kuehn,

Upon his graduation from Conecordia Seminary, St. Louis,

in June, 1950, Hr, Kuehn will receive a call to Guatemala,
He will go to Guatemala sometime during the summer of
1950,

Mr. Hobert Huebner, son of Rev. Gerhard Husbner of Fortage,
“Wisconsing who had been a missionary in Argentina for
twenty years, has been asked to spend a year in Gus'emala
.starting during the summer of 1950, Hr, Huebner hus
finished three years at Concordia Seminary and is
proficient in both Spanish and German,

Lo11C

Building operations in both Zacapa and fuerto Barrias.are
to begin during the year 1950, and a progrem of training
for lay workeprg is under way, with one man, Mr, Migual
Garcia, already serving in La Barra de la kotagua, and
another, Mr. &nrique Fuentes, serving 1in liauey.

S —
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APTENDIX G

HAFP OF GUATEMALA

. = BR \'\"\'
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yev o Baviss

ELASR HoN DUR AS
REY ciunnu\a.
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Facvlo Saw ?we et FL SAWVA

Scale: 9C miles - one inchR™

NICARAGDA

<rom a may of Mexico, Central America and the iest
Indies, compiled and drawn in the Cartographic Section
o Yhe National Geographic nociety for The National
Geographic Magazine, Gilbert Grosvenor, editor.
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