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A STUDY OF THE CANON AT 170 Ae De
(Outline)
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FORBNORD

The study of the formation of the ler Tostament Canon holds
a fascination for the Christisn. EHe eagerly desires to look back
into the history of those books which mean so much to him. He

wondeors how the God of history assured to thece books the unique

position they heve held and hold. He wants to find the historical
"oerteinty of those things" wherein he has "been instructed,™

So it is that a man will search into the history of the apostolic :
days end of the times immediately followinge. In the search he will .
find that there is very early testimony, and a sufficient amount of

it, that every book except the Second Epistle of Poter was to be

found in use at some place in the churches of the first end second
ocenturies, Some churches even made a list of them, us wo find the
Roman Church doing in the ifuratorien Fragment. He will also {ind
that these books were held in very high esteem by tho possessors of
them, They placed them in an equal position with the Old Testament
Soriptures. They oslled them "The Soriptures,” "The Divine Word,"
"The Oracles of the Lord." When referring to pessages from them,
thﬁ&’ said "as it is written," or "asiit 1s seld," expressions used
in referring to 'I:h; '01d Testament bookse The Christians of the
early times used them as the standard for doctrines, and believed
that the books were in truth bearers of the Holy Spirit to people.

le Luke 1:4.




So it is that the searcher will find the poople cherishing the books
os ingpired. Furthermore, he will find that the so-oalled apooryphal
books were not so held. Yet as he continues his search there is one
thing that he willl not find. He will never discover the reason why
these early Christians held these books to bo inspired. In the end
he mugt come to the same conclusion as Athanasius did in his yearly
lotter (Ep. Fest. 39), 367 AdDe, "I thought it well . « « to put

down in order the canonised books of which we not only have lea.rned'
from tredition but also believe [upon the evidence of our cm heartsf

thet they ere d:l.v:l.n_e.1

It will be necessary for a man to conclude
those books inspired which give Christ to him--in the words of Luther
"was Christum treibet.:"

Therefore in this study, I purpose to consider but the first
three of these questions. ‘It shall be my endeavor to discover the
historical information es to:

1., which books of our New Testament were in the
possession of Christians up to approximately the year

170 AJDe; e

2. what kind of authority the Christiens up to this
date gave to these books; and,

3. whether any books other then thoss of our New
Testament were given an equal suthority.

l. Casper Rene Gregory, Canon and Text of the New Testament, pe 19.




" A STUDY OF THE CARON AT 170 A. Do
I. The Age of the Apostolic Fathers A.D. 70-120

As we pursue our study into the age of the Apostolic Fathers, or
that period immedietely following the writing of the books of the Hew
Testamont by the Apostles and their followers, there is one observation

wo must keep in mind. Hany people were living who had heard the

Apostles preach. They knew by hoart a sizesble number of the teachings .

of tho Disciples of our lord, the "men whose oyss had seen the King.™
_Hence there was not a great demand for the written Word. When spesking
to each other, there was felt no need of mentioning book, verse, end
chapter of a New Testament writing, They remembered the doctrines of
the Few Testament Teachers. Nevertheless, as we look into this period,
we are going to £ind that they did use these books. They were read in
the public services of the churches. FPerhaps some individual coples
were mede, and the people read them at home. At any rete, this
. famlierity with the New Testament books will show itself in the words
of the fragments of this period that we do have. TWe are going to find
attestation here for the majority of our canonical books. Westoott

1. Iary C. Gates, "Send Thou, O Iord, to Every Flace," The Lutheran
Hymnal, no. 506, ve 2, 1l le




gumg up the testimony of the Apostoliec Fathers in these words, "iithin
the compass of a few brief letters they show that the writings of
Apostles were regerded from the first as invested with singular authority,
as the truec expression, if not the originel sourcs, of Christian

dootrine end Christien practice." In outlining this period, I have
chosen a somewhat arbitrary chronological listing of witnesses, but it
will serve our study, in affording the testimony which we are seeking.

Clement of Rome

Lot us first consider the testimony of Clement of Rome., fie may
wonder who this man was who left such a great impression on the early
Christian Church. lie is sometimes believed to have been the Clement,
‘of vhom St. Paul spesks in his Eplstle to the Fhilippiens.® Yet the
distance from Kome seems to bve too great for this to have been the
Clement with which we are concerned. Faul asked for help for women
who hed assisted Clement., These women would hardly have gone to Rome
to render aid, end it is doubtful that Clement of Fome had over worked
in the territory of Philippl. Furthermora, the assumed date of Clement,
es we shall sce, is spproximately 30 years after Pal;l. This would
seen to argue against Clement's heving bLeen sotive in the ministry with
Paul. Charteris offers us another possible addition to our historical

Imowledge of Clement. He believes, "It is by no meens improbable that

2. Brooke Foss Westoott, A General Survey of the History of the

New Testament e 20, 21
- E‘Eﬂp;iggn 4:5. ";nd I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help

those women which labored with me in the gospel,with Clement also, and
with other my fellow labourers, whose ngmes are in the book of lifee




Clement, Bishop of Rome end writer of this Epistle, is the sams as
Clement, nephew of Vespasian, and consul of the city, who was slain
in the year 96 A.D."? At any rate, there is emple testimomy that Clement
was Bishop at Rome before the turn of the second century, end that es
such he exerted great influence over the churches of Italy. westoott
adds thet it is uncertein whether this men was of dJewish or hesthen
desosute® It is certain thet his mind followed the Homen bent toward
lewr end order, for it appear.s that he set up a definite constitution
for clhurches and an eoclesiastical discipline. He draws a parallel
botween the Loviticel and Christian priesthoode :

Quite a fow literary works heve been ascribed to him, doubtlessly
because of the mythicel dignity which surrounded his neme., Several

Epistles, Homilies, Recognitions, a Liturgy, and the _&Pontolio Canons

and Constitutions bear his name. Yet Charteris concludes that,

"There is now little doubt that the only one of those works which can

be.fairly reckoned as his is the epistle from 'the Church at Rome to

the Church at Corinth,' commonly knowm es the First Epistle of Clement,"S

Hegesippus seens to kave read this ep:l.ltle when he was at curinth.
headed for Kome, Fius being bishop at Roms Theore is no ronsm for
doubting that he speaks of it as Clemont's.

The date of the writing of this epistle is set by Gregory es the
year 95 A.D.? Charteris gives us threo reasons why he conolules the
writing not to be earlier than 80 A.De nor leter than 100 A,D. EHe notes

é4e A.E. Charteris, Canonicitys De Zie
6. Testeott, ope ;:11:'._,'5._2%

6e Charteria, op. Oites Pe Viii,

(£9 Gregory, op. EE:.-P. 62,




that no mention is made in the letter as to Gnostic errors propounded
by Gnostic teachers, who ceme to Rome at the beginning of the second
oentu!_'y. Yo wldeapread perseotion is mentioned, and this was the
situetion under Trajan (A.D. 115)_. Also, there is no mention of a
controversy over the relations between bishop and presbyter.® Uhlhorn

tells us that & persecution is montioned et the outset of the letter,

and that Harnack, together with others, feéls that this was the persecu=

tion at the end of Domitien's reign (o8« 98 A.D.).® Lightfoot corrob-
orates our findings when he writes, "Its date was noarly simultancous
with the olosc of Domitian's persecution, when the Emperor's ocousin, j
: Flavius Clenent, the namesake of the writer, perished during or
imnedietely after the year of his consulate (A.D. 95), and his wife,
Domitilla, Domitian's own niece, was driven into banishment on charges
apparently connected with Christianity."10 '

The true importance of this letter to our study is the reference
mede to various books of our lew Testament in use ot that time.
Clement's mothod cf quoting is rather free. o nead was felt to be
exact, end the procedure involved so much difficulty if a person tried
to be exeot. One had to work with long sorolls, rolling and ﬁnrolling
them., Hence a personwould use his memory es much as possible. e
can be certain of the method used by Clement if we will look at his
0ld Tostament quotations. "Out of fifty-seven quotations from the

0ld Testament only seventeen are exact; and some of the others are 80

8e Charteris, op. cite, pe xl. 3
9, Johaun Ga;higd #Thelm Unlhorn, "Clement of Rome,"The New
Schaff-Hersog Encyolopedia of Religious Knowledge, 1912 edry 1II, 140

10, J. B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers, p. Se
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widely variant as to umake it doubtful whether even a treacherous memory

could be the cause of the divergence."u Let us look at some of the
Few Testoment books echoed by Clements Gregory demonstrates Clement's

indications that the synoptio Cospels wers knowm. He states that

Clements

quotes, and that olearly {rom memory, and mixes up into
one, two passages f{ronm ilatthew, one of which is also found
in fark and Luke. It is not another text, it is a free
quotation, introduced by the words « « « '"Remember the words
of dJesus our Lord: for He sanid: Woe to that man. It would
have been better for him not to have been born than to
oi'fend one of My olcoti it would have been better for him
%o have been bound round with a millstone and have beeon
sunk into the sen than to offend one of liy 1little ones.'
In enother place he makea m thorough combination of various
verses from Matthew, pertly found also in Luke. KEe
introduces the passage thus « « « '"Especianlly remembering
the words of the lord Jesus, which he uttered while teach-
ing meckness end longsuffering,! It was indeed 'remember-
ing,' but not accurately. Clement continues: 'For he
spoke thus; Be meroiful, that ye may be meraifully treated;
forgive, thet ye may be forgiven. As ye do, 8o will be
done to you. £&s ye give, so shall be given to you. As
ye Jjudge, so shall ye be judgeds As ye show mildness, so
shell ye be mildly treated. With what measure ye mete,
with it shall be measured for you.'"12

Westoott saeys it is possible to trace in Clement "the beginnings of
modes of thought which are characteristic of St John, e.z., "'The

blood of Christ gained for the whole world the offer of the grace of
repentances "% First Corinthians is alluded to when Clement says

* o vy "Teke up the Bpistles of St. Paul the apostle. What did he first
write to you st the beginning of the gospel? In truth, he wrote to you
spiritually both about himself end Cephas end Apollos, becausc eveon

then there were parties among you.14 Ephesians and First Corinthians

1l. Charteris olit. p xiii.
12, Clement o; %E;m ﬁ:’-a‘b. istle of Clement, chaps. 46,13,
quoted in Grego . 0it., PP
13. Glmﬁt?ép_. oil., ;hap: T quoted in Westoott, op. oltes Pe 25,
14, Clement, op. oit., chape 47, quoted in Gregory, Ope. olte, P 6.




must have been in Clement's mind when he used the following words
s o o3 "Or have we not one God and one Christ, and one spirit of
grece shed upon us, end one valling in Christ?"1®

The most interesting thing about Clement is his close
acquaintance with the Epistle to the Hebrews. -If we could
only know all about it that he knew. Iie uses its words,
sometimes he quotes tho 0ld Testament with its heolp, some-
times he follows its order of thought, sometines he changes
the thoughts .« « « Clement was suggested by someone befecre
Origen as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. The
nan vho proposed thet was doubtless impelled by the con=
templation of this free and intimste use of the Epistle.
But we have no reason to suppose that Clement wrote it,1

Clement was so familior with the epistle that he hed made the
lenguage his own. The spirit of St. James is evidenced when Clement

says, "Let us thon work from our whole heart the work of righteous-

nos.“17 Listen to these words which show tho influence of both Faul

and Jomes'! writings:

/

Through faith and hospitality (61 wie??v i pogesnn)
& son was given to Abrsham in old ege, and by obedience
(60 omdKons ) he offered him e sacrifice to Gode. Through
feith and hospitality Rehab was saved (&qwn )e1® We
erc not justified by ourselves (&’ fauridy ) e « s nOr
by works which we have wrought in hﬁinesa of heart, but
by our faith (‘l\ﬁ Tﬁs m&nw), e s we

First Timothy seoms echoed by Clement when he speeks of "what is
pleasing, good, and acceptable, before Him that made us.™ Touching

" First Peter, Clement says, "Love covereth a multitude of gins,"20

15, Ibid, chap. 46, quoted in Gregory, Ops oite; Pe Gl -

18, Gmgor}’. Ope Cites Do 654 i

17, Clement, Ope oit., chep. 53, quoted in Westeott, op. oite,
Pe 25, T

18, Lightfoot thinks the use of this word an allusion to Paul's
Eplstle to the Galatiamns, Lightfoot, Ep. to Galatians, ppe 151 ffs,
quoted in Westoott, loce cite, Nes Ze
; 19. Clement, op. oite., chapse 10, 12, 32, quoted in Westeott,
_09_. cit. o

20. f[b:ld. ohap. 49. q_uotea in Gregory.‘ 22. gﬂo. Pe 65«




"¥ith his plea for subjcotion to other Christians he coincides with
Titus and First Peter and Ephesians."2l

We seo that Clemont, who stood near the time of Apostles, (he
moy have been thirty when Paul died) alludes to nearly all the books
of our liew Testament. This is emaging in that it ocours within this
one lotters It could not be expected that he would mention all of the
books, . It is difficult to determine just how cl:ement viewed those
beoks l-ze ‘quotes. He indeed believes that the Gospe;ln contain the true
words of Christ as hes been seen from the quotations ecited, yet did
he view the book itself as inspired? There may be & hint when he says
of Faul, as hes also been noted, "Take up the Epistles of Saint Faul
the apostle « « « In truth he wrote to you spiritually.” Does this
mean "inspired by-the Holy Chost?" It is extremely difficult to
ansvers, -

We might also wonder whether eny uncenonical books are traceable
in Clement's letter. Gregory seys, "Do we find in thie letter any
troces of other writings that seem to heve been of the same character
s the lew Testament books? No."22 Gregory further states that if
there were ag many epooryphel books in cirouletion as some would have
us believe, it would have been imposzible for Clement not to heve
quoted them, and furthermore all the uncertain quotations mentioned
" appear to have come from the 014 Testament Apooryphas?3 Charteris
charges that if some want to assign these quotations to any apooryphal

2le Cregory, loc. cit.
22, Ibid, pe 6.

23, IBAd, p. 6s. PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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book they would heve to admit to a freedom in quoting; if they admit
this, our case stends.4 It is evident thet Clement places no other
books on a level with the books of the New Testarent referred to by
hinme

I should like to quote a paragraph from Farrar evaluating this
letter of Clement. e opines:

The Epistle of St. Cloment is thoroughly eclectic,
but the eolecticism is as devoid of genius and origin-
elity as an ordinary modern sermon, It consists in a
froe usage of phrases borrowed promiscuously from each
of the great Apostles, rather than in a real assimilation
of their views. The piety and receptivity of the writer
is very beautiful, but it cannot be said that it is
vivified by a singled luminous or informing 1dea.?®

Comparing Clement with Sts Faul on the resurrection from the dead,
Farrar critiocizes:

« o o Whon St, Clement speaks of the Resurrection, ws
sec how immeasurably his theology has retrograded behind
that of St. Faul. He does not conncot it immediately and
necessarily with the Resurrection of Christ, but proves
it by Old Testament quotatioms, and illustrates its
possibility by natural enalogies, especially by the ex=-
istence and history of the Fhoenix} How mch would our
estimate of inspiration have been lowered--how loud
would have been the scornful laugh of modern materialists
==had faith in the Resurrection been founded in the Hew
Testament on such arguments es these! Taecitus, too,
believed in the Phoenix; but Taoitus does not refer to
the fable of its reappearance by way of founding on it
an inestimable truth. Ve are not comparing St. Clement
with Taecitus; we lcve his gentleness end respect his
piety; we are only endeavoring to show how fg; he stands
below the level of St. John eand of St. Faule

Westoolt spoeks more of the value of the testimony for the esteblish-
ing of the canon when he observes that the kind of testimony found in
Clemont is beyond all suspicion of design and sbove all contra.t.liotion-

24, Charteris OPs cites Do ZVe

25, F. W, Farrar, The Early Days of Christienity, pe 57.
26, Ibid.

27. Tiesteott, ope. c_iio. Pe 27.
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List of Hew Teatament books testified to:

Hatthew Romans IT
Hark I & I Corinthians Titus
Luke Galatians Hebrews Vv .
John Ephesians James
. . I Peter
Ignatiug

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, is logically the next witness after
Clement to the- canon of tho liew Testament. This is shown in the argu-
ments of these two men for an organized ministry. Clement hed compared
it to the Levitionl priesthood thus showlng the early dependence of the
Christians ﬁpon the 0ld Testament. "Ignatius used Paul's argumzent for
unity based on the idee of the body of Christ, thus illustrating the
tendency of the later Christiens to lean on the few Testement writings.
Westeott puts it this way: :

The letters of Ignatius could not naturélly heve preceded

that of Clement, while they follow it in a legitimate

sequence, end form a new stage, so to speak, in the building

of the Christien Church « « « the letters of Ignatius

complete the history of one feature of Christianity. The

Epistles [8ic¢] of St Paul to the Ephesiens, his FPastoral

Epistles, and the Epistles of Clement and Ignatius, when

talken together ¥ake n harmonious progression in the develop-

ment of the idea of a Church.29
The actual yesrs of Ignatius! life mst be shortly after the death
of Chrigt, Te derive this from the many traditions which place his
martyrdom in the reign of Trejan, AeDe 115.2° Gregory places the
death at some time between 107 and 117 AD.50

There is some question s to which epistles of Ig!_lat:l.us are
gonuine, At tﬁe present time we feel sure of seven, yet oven those

ere found in several recensionss Busebius mentiona the sovenedl

28. Yestcott, (0.1 oltes ppe 51, 32
29, Charteris, o .—Gr'bo. Pe xxvile

30 Grego Oit- De 71. -
s1. maﬁbﬁ:,‘ﬁ s :?1:. 56, quoted in Charteris, ope oites Pe XxWl.
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Charteris tells us about the recensions. There:are two in Greck, a
longer ond e shorter. Calvin denounced the longer reaension as
spurious. Leter the shorter from of six epistles was published by
Voss and the seveath by Ruinart. In 1845 Dr. Cureton found in the
Syrisc lenguege only three of these, and they were in a still more
concise forme These last were claimed "m} the upholders of the

Curctonian F_.gistlea" to be the translation from the true Greek

originale Now the latest theory, held by Zehn 3%urmises that the

sovon letters in the shorter from were translated into Syriac; the

Curetonlien Epistles are merely en eztract from this translation;
end, the longer form originated from fhe interpolating of a
pscudo=Ignatius ca, 560=380 heDo53

Tlestoott avers that the testimony of Ignatius is not invalideted
in spite of this dispute. For, if any part of the epistles is acknou=
lodged as authentio, the argument that they presuppose the Epistles of
Penl still stands, becouse the argument is drawa {rom the generel
chnmctér of these letters.® Furthermore, many of the references to
Tow Testement booke ere found in all three recensions. The chief
writer of 'the New Testament to whom Ignatius refers is the Apostle
Paul, end he refers to him almost cxolusivelye Faul eppears %o have
been gonstantly before Ignetius es a model. Tith one allegory
Ignatius definitely exhibits this. FHe takes Paul's figure of Christ

82, Cherteris, ope oite, Pe xxvii, n. 2.
33, Ibid, Pe °
34, .'ﬁ'astoott. 22. -E-i-'-t-.' PPe 29’ S0.




as the Head and us as the members of His body and olaborates on it.3°
Similarly we find him spesking out .aguinat Judaism fully as strongly.
es Pauls

Judeism ¢ « o is "An evil leaven thot has grown old and
soure' 'To uso the neme of Jesus Christ and yst observe
Jowish customs is unnatural (47o7o» ).,! 170 live accord=-
ing to Judelsn is to confess that we have not received
graces' At the semwe tiwe, like St Faul, Ignatius regards
Christiaenity se the completion, and not the negation, of
the 0ld Testament. The prophets 'lived asccording to Jesus
Christ, « « o being inspired by His grace, to the end
that thoso who disbelieve should be convinced that it is
one God who manifested Fimself (both in times past and
now) through Jesus Christ His Son, who is His Word, having
procceded from Silence, ! ¢ o ¢ 'Who in all things well-
pleased Iim that sent Him'3 .

It is natural thet this Bishop of Antioch®! should feel so strongly
attached to Faul, for Faul had made the ecity of Antioch his sterting

35. Tiestcott brings this out olearlys "The Ignatian dootrine of
the unity of the Church, which in its construction shews the mind of
St Poter (I Pet, 2:4-8, 25.), is really based upon the cardinal
pessege of St Paul (Ephe 5123 8qQe)e Christians individually are
members of Christ, who is their great Spiritual Head. And conversely,
the Church universal, end each Church in partioular, represents the
body of Christ, and its history rust so far set forth an image of the
life of Christ in its spirit end its form. As a conseguence of this
view the Bishop in the earthly end typical Church is not only 2
reprosentation of Christ, whom 'we must regard as Christ Himself
(Ad Ephe vi.), ! and 'a partaker of the Jjudgment of Christ, even as
Christ was of the judgeent of the Father (Ad Eph. 1ii.),' while the
Church is united to Christ as He is united to the Father (Ad Ephe Vo)1
but also--and in this lies the most remarkable peculiarity of his
system==the relation of the Church es a living whole to its different
officers corresponds in some sense to that of Christ Himself'; of whom
it is an imege, to the Father on the one hend, end on the other to
the Apostles. .On earth the DBishop is the centre of unity in each
society, es the Father is the 'Bishop of all (Ad Magn. iiie)e"!
Believers are subject to the Bishop as to God's grace, and to the
presbytery as to Christ's lew (Ad Zagn. ii.)s since the Bishop, as he
ventures to say in another place, ‘presides as reprosentative of God,
t(\nd the presbyters as represontatives of tl;: Ag;:tolio Council
Ad u@-'-' e Vie)s'" Westcott, ope cites PPe ) [ ]

36, Igna'bh:. Ad Hagn., o ps. 10,8, quoted in Westoott, ope cit.,
PP. 33' 34. =T /

87. Ignatius uses the namo Xpu6T14VLGMOS when contrasting the Lew
Religion with Judaiim--a possible reierence to Acts 11:26, Ignatius,
Ad Rom., chap. 3 otc., quoted in Wesloott, ops cite, Pe 33,0« 2o



place on each on his missionary Journeys. It was, so to speak, the
base of his operations.

For a similer reason it was natural for Ignatius to be influenced
by the Apostle John. The latter had spent meny years in Ephesus, which
was near Antioch. I should like to list some of Ignatius'allusions to
Joh_n, found in Westcotis

Love is 'the stamp of the Christien.' 'Feith is the
beginning, end_‘lcve the |femti of life.' 'Faith is our
guide upward (4 y'w yYevs), but love is the roed that
leads to God,' ‘'The Word is the memnifestation of God,'
'the door (JUp4 ) by which we come to the Father'! 'aend
without Fim we have not the principle of true life.'
TThe Spirit (7veUua ) is not led estray, as being
from Gode For it knoweth whence it cometh and whither
it goeth, and testeth ( EALyxet) that which is hidden.!
The true meat of tho Christian is the 'bread of God,

" 4he bread of heaven, the bread of life, which is the
fleosh of Jesus Christ," and his drink is 'Christ's
blood, which is love incorruptible.' He has no love of
thie life; *his love hus been crucified, and he has in
Iim no burning passion for the world, tut living water
[as the spring of a new 1life] speaking within him, end
bidding him come to his Father.! Heamwhile his cnemy
is the enemy of his lester, even 'the ruler of this
agee!

¥ow that we have seen the close essociation of thiz testimony
to-books of the New Testament we may wonder just how Ignatius viewed
these books, Zahn enlightens us on this subject. He shows us that
Ignatius refused to derive his dootrines from various writings of
bishops of his time. Instead he found them in the New Testament
writings. These he placed on a par with the 0ld Testament writings

88, Ignatius, Ad E:Ea%. ohape 5, Ad Ephe, chaps. 1¢, 9 (So Syrs),
E-ﬁeﬁn, Ghap. 8: rd- Phi :1., Bhﬂp. 9, é_d_ Tralle, cha.p... 9 E Fhilad-,
De 7T, Ad Rom., chape 7 ofe I Cors. 216,8, quoted in Westoott, op.

2’_&-» PP.%:TG-
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<+ intreducing quotations from both with such statenents as these, "It
g writton," "here is pleced for reading,” "t 1s not a witness of
ny Tantesy or apeculation.“sg Gregory gives us an intercsting cuoe
tetion lrom Ignetius which moy have some beering on lhis matter, "For
ne Jesue Christ is erchives."™0 Doss Ignatiuc mean thot he regerds
Christ es living and oxlsting with men through these Tew Testezent
writings? This may well hove beon his intention,

Were there eny books othor than those of our ilew Tostoment thet
Ignatius recopnized? Gregory thinks there is a possibility that this
quoteiion, "ind when he came to those around Peter, he said to thems
Teke, touch e, and ses th:’ﬂ: I an not a Lodilecss spirit," could heve
come from an aprocryphel Gospel of Feter, his tesching or preaching,
or from tho Gospel to the Hebrews used in parallel with the passsge
in Inke S It scems to mo rather thet this oculd reslly be the
pagoage in Luke quoted in the loose msmner of the daye e can sco
from Zehn (-a“.mve) that Ignatius regarded no other writings thon those
of our lcw Testament as being the source of doctrine and on a por with
the 014 Testament,

In sumningz up the value of the testimony of Iznatius, we sco thet
he is one who was probably in contact with Faul end other of the

disciples, that ho positively gives svidence of our Haw Tostazent

59« Theodor Zakn, Geschichie des Yeutostanentlichen Eenons,
vols 2, 2’ De 947, ne 1o : &

40, Irnetiua, Ad Fuiled., chape 3, quoted in Gregerys ODe Cltes
p- ?2 | S shsesusmmmtuiss

a. Ibid, 4d Soyr., chape 3, guoted iz Grogory, loce eite
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books, that he places them on a level with the 0ld Testament and
finally that no other writings are considercd their equal.
List of liew Testament books testified tos
John
Acts
I Corinthians

Ephesians
I Feter

Polycarp

Polycarp is the "keystone of the arch that supports the history
of Christianity, and therefore of the books of the llew Testament, from
the time of the apostles to the close of the second century,"42 thus
writes Gregory. He tells us more about this unique individual, First
of ell, he appears to have been born in 69 A.D. That would make him
about thirty when the Apostle John died. He appears to have been
eonverted by one of the Apostles, perhaps this same John, and was
probably a disciple of Johrs. Irenasus, who was born in Asia linor
and loter became Bishop at Lyons, sew Folycarp when Irenseus was yet
& boy. This bishop tells us that Folycarp was the pupil of Jo.hn and
bishop at Smyrna. ie-havea written account from the church et Smyrna
of his martyrdom. Folycarp was asked to revile Christ, and he refused.
He smid, "Eighty end six years do I serve Him, and He has never done
me wrong, And how can I blaspheme my king that saved 1e?"®  There is
somo dispute as to whether the martyrdom oocurred in 165 A.D. or
166 4.0, 44

42, Gregory, Ope cites Do T4,
43. Anonymo;.s:gb istle from the Church at %ma
Fhilomelion, chap. O, quoted in Grogory, 10cs oits
~ For an exoollent discussion of this question see Charteris,
OPe 01"5.’ Pe XXXV, INe 1.

to the Church at
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There is strong support for the New Testament writings in Polycarp's

Lotter to the Fhilippians. iiestoott makes the blanket sthtemsnt. m«

short eplistle of FPolycarp contains far more references to the writings
of the Wew Tostament than any other work of the first age."®® sti11,
he nowhere indicates that he is quoting, The passages and phrases
are woven into the text of his letter. Let us see which books he has
reference to. In m particularly striking menner he supports the First
Epistle of the Apostle John. Charteris shows us that he uses Johns
faniliar words Av7iypiTos, £V odpKL EXnAvievay, EK
700 § Udﬁaﬁw. Here are two remaricable allusions to St. Faul alsos

These things, brethren, I write unto you concerning
righteousncss, « « « For neither I nor any such other one
can come up to the wisdom of the blessed end glorified
Paul., Iio, when among you, accuratcly end stecadfastly
taught the word of truth in the presence of tkose who
were then alive. And when abgsent from you, he wrote
you & letter, which, if you carefully study, you will
f£ind to be the means of building you up in that faith
which has been given you, and which, being followed by
hope, end preceded by love towards God and Christ, and
our neighbors, is the mother of us all. For if anyone
be inwardly possessed of those graces, he hath fulfilled
the command of righteousness, since he that hath love
is fer from all sin,..

The second:

Do we not know that the seints skall judge the world,
as Paul teaches. [sic] But I have neither seen nor heard
of eny such thing g you, in the midst of whom'the
blessed Paul leboured, and who are commended in the
beginning of his Epistle. IFor he boaats of you in all
those churches which alone kuey the Lord; but we [of
Smyrna] had not yet known Him.

45, testaoott, ope. 0ite, Pe S6e

46, Polyoarp: l@sﬁ 1':0 the Fhilippiens, ohapse 3,11, quoted in
Charteris, op. oit., ps xxviil, Charteris indioates that I & II
Thessalonians seem to be echoed, ibid, loos cite, me le
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In addition to John and Paul, the spirit of Peter seems to move in
Polycerp's writing, Vestoott points out that the peculiar similarity
of this letter Lo Peter's opistle was noticed even in early times Ly
Eugsebuls. He also doclares that in the sentence quoted above, spoak-
ing of Christiens being built upon the feith given them,which is the
mother of ell, hope following after, hvé towards God preceding,
Polycarp has united the watohwords of these three great Apostles,
John, Paul, end Peter. The opinion of Gregory on the testimony of
Polyocarp is:
His letter is full of the Hew Testement, It is plain

that he had in hisg hands tho Gospel of Hatthew, and ke

probably had all four Gospels; he had all the Epistles of

Foul;, he hed First Peter and Tirast John, and he had

that letter of Clement of Rome, I'have no doubt that he

refers to XAots in his first chapter « « o« He is, if I may

suy &0, saturated r:ij}h Peter, but he is also Pauline to

8 vaery high degrec.

Having seen the books of our Hew Testament which are substantiated
by Polycarp, we should like to kmow how he views them, e have seen
from g previous quotation that he considered Paul's Letter to the
Fhilippiens eble to build then up in their faith. This could very
well mean that the Holy Spirit was present in the letter and able to
build up their faith. Hote also how Polycarp submiited to the
authority of St. Paul saying that neither he nor enyons could come
up to the wisdom of that great Apostle. Does not this show that Faul
and his writings were held to be of speoial authority? Charteris tells
us that if we could depend on the lLatin transletion, wo should have

two quotations (Fselm 4:4; and, Eph. 4:126.) joined together, as being

47. Gregory, ope cite, pe 75
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one, and called in one plece "Sacrae literaec," and in another "hae
Scﬂpburae."‘mﬂe tells us also that Folycarp bases all his exhortations
on the authority of Holy Soripturo.*g e seer to feel that in view of
such remarks, Folyocarp does believe the books to be inspired.

Does he recognize any other books es of equal authority? We find
none., Charteris does remark that somo would like to attribute a quo=
tation to some lost Gospel, becsuse it differs from our Cospels. It
does resexble more close:l-y a quotation from Clement, But even here,

* "Although they contain o « « one striking clause in common, their own
olauses are in such different order that- we cennot raéard then as
quoting from the sems lost sources"o0

As we ponder the testimony end the pez:son of Polycarp we are led
to side with meny preat scholars of the canon of the Hew Testament end
value him ebove ell other Apostolic Fathers. He stands astrlde tiro
conturies and links them. He joins hands with John, the disolple of
Christ, end with Irenaeus who died after the start of the third

century (203 A.D.) Through his connectlon with these two he causes

48, Polycarp, ops cite, (Latin version), chep. 12, quoted in Charteris,
Ope 0it., Pps xxxVi, xxxViie

45" Charteris, op. cite, Ps ZxEixe

50, Ibid, pe xxxvii, The passage referred to is quoted in ibid, p. 112,
56ce 6. "Ep. to Fhilipp. G. 2.3¢ MVnpumovVevev7es 5e wv &ty 0

Ku’,oca5 Ssde Ky gy A/ffvaf&, ivd po7 A?au”ﬁ:f\,; dpLe7e

Kal agetseTac Iulv: Eecire, tva 'ZJt:qu':;Tt‘:;Ec’w:l

W PebTpw pwetlpsile, AV 6P ETAL gty fﬁi, a7

/kdl(of,acu ot ﬂ'rwxai, K41 o S'Lwn’aju-edoc_ EveKeV

§eKacosdyys® 6Tc aiTd)V E6Tiv 5 Basc2eld 7o8 Peal.
(Mat. vo 3,7,10; vil. 1,25 Luke vie 20,36,57,38.)"
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east end west to meet, for Irenasus was bishop at lLyons, France. It
must have baen the grace of God that these three mon were pormitted to
live and to have such a relotionship with emch other.

* All of Few Testement books testified to excopt:

Ee:."uravm \ II Peter Jude
Jamoes II & IIT Joln Revelation
Barnsbas

It is generally sgreed now that Barnabas, the Apostle and assocciate
of P;aul, was not the writer of this epistle. It may have been some
other Garnabas. Clement of Aloxandria, Origen, and Jerome thought so,
but we believe they merely accepted tradition. The Alexandrian Church,
then, at the aond of the second and beglnning of the third century, had
held 1t to be genuine end important. The influence of this letter was
centered chiefly in this locelity. Charteris lists some reasons vhy
he does not believe the author to have been our Sarnabas:

The EBarnebes of the Hew Testement was a Jew, a Levite,
more Jewish in his leanings than Peul (Gal. 11,13); but
tho author of this Epistle denounces Jewish sacrli‘:l.oie%l
e« o 5 8nd Jewish fasts « o « in a way foreign to Paulj
he declares « « o thet Jews lost thelr oovegarrb rights
when lioses broke the tables of the law, &oc. He
attempts to deser‘;,be the coremonics of the great day of
atonenent « ¢ « J to treat the red heifer as a
type of Christ « « o 5°° but is so incorrect in his
statements as to show that he 'was neither accurstely
acquainted with the text of the law, nor had even
seen the celebration of the day of atonement,' Kis
position in regerd to Judeism is therefore not that of
Harnabes., And snother argument against his being the
compenion of Paul and of the othor Apostles zay well

6ls Anonymous, Epistle of Barnabas, chaps. 2,3, in Charteris, op. ocit.,
Pe iili, T ] : y

52, 1Ibid, chap. 4, in Charteris, loce 0ite

83, Ibid, chap. 7, in Charteris, 1oce Oits

64, Tbld, chap. B, in Chartoris, 10ce oite The quoketicn is from

Donaldson, Apostolic Fathers (1874), Pe 266,




be found in tho famous passege where, déa:lrous of proving

Christ's powver as a Savior, he says, 'ithen Ho chose His

owa apostles who were to preach lis Gospel, He chose those

who were lewless beyond the bounds of all ordinary sin,

that He might show He came not to call the righteous, btut

sinners' « « « +°° Ve can soarcely imegine that this was

spoken of the other Apostles by one who had known their

goodness and truth, and vho, if ho wrote tho Epistle at

all, wrote it after the deatpe\ot:lon of Jorusalem, when of

thor all only John survived,®
This almost conclusively proves the point, yet the same author adds in
a!io‘l:hez; plece, ™ « « « whon he comes to teach the practical duties of
the Christian life, he shows a tenderness of feeling and a beauty of
expression that make us almost ready to think that he was none other
than the 'good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of feith,' of
whom we read in Acts x1.24,"°7

' There might be some question as to the canonioity of this book

itgelf. Yot even if this was written by the Apostle Barnabas, why
mmst we conclude that averything‘ written by an apostle must be canonl=~
0al? Even though such men as Clement of Alexendria, Origen, and Jerome
thought thet this was written by Barnabas the Apostle, yet all three
did not consider it equal to the Few Testement books. Clement did not
hestitate to criticise and bleme 1t.5% Zahn tells us that Origen
refused to place it in his canomc5® Jerome also placed it with the
Apooryphae60 Its inferiority to the canonicel writings of the liew

Testament becomes inoreasingly evident if we corpare it with tho book

66, Ibid, chap. 5, in Charteris, loc. cit.
56; Charteris, op. oit., pps ii, iii,

57. Ihid. Pe vie

58a m. Pe ii. :
59, m,'o e olt., vole 2,25 Do 950,

.60, Tiestoo ? G_QEE'-, P 42,
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of the New Testamont which it most nearly resembles, namely the Epistle
to the Hebrem.sl Farror paés‘es a stinging judgments

Jio ono can read the Epistle of Darnabas after the
Epistle to the liebrews without seeing thet the former is
not only imueesurably inferior, but that it is 'so?
inferior as to tremble on the verge of dangerous heresye.
Let the reader « notice how tasteless are the fancies
of this unimown Zarnabas, and how absurd are meny of his
statenents—-and he will' see the difference between canoni=
oal end uncenonical books, and learn to feel a deeper
gratitude for the suporintending Frovidence which, even
in eges of ignorance end simplicity, obviated the danger
of any ggmment confusion between the former and the
latter. ‘

The date of this testimony 'is diffioult to determine. It evidently
must be after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D"GS gince the writer speaks
of the Tomple as having been desi::-oyed.";4 Also, it appears thet it was
1.-;r1tten ot 2 time when the Jews had somewhat regeined favor with the
Romens, Charteris says, "fhere is in the whole tone of tho Epistle .

e » something that makes us feel it necessary to regard Jeruselem es

61, Westoott comments excellently on this. Iie says, " « « « the
general spirit of the Epistle of Barnabas is different from that of the
Epistle to the liebrews. In the latter it is shewn that there lies a
deep meaning for us under the history and the law of Israels The old
Covenant was real, though not 'faultless,! end its ordinances were
‘patterns of the things in heaven,' though not the heavenly things
themselves, Eut in the former it is assumed throughout that the Law
was from its first institution misunderstood by the Jews. The first
oovenant was broken Ly reason of their idolatry, and the second
became @ stumbling block to them in spite of the teaching of 'Ehe
Prophets. Fasts, feusts, and seerifices, were required by God only
in & spiritual sense. Even circumclision, as they practiced ity was
not the seel of God's covensnt, but rather the work of an evil ‘spirit,
who induced thom to substitute that for the cirocumoision of the. .
heart, The Jewish Sabbath was not eccording to God's wills their
temple was & delusion. Judaism is made a mero riddle, of which
Christienity is the enswer. It had in itself no velue, not even as
tho slave (muciaywyds) which guards us in infency from outward
dangers, till we are placed under the trus teacher's care. Each 2
eymbolic act is emptied of its real meaning, becsuse it is deprive
of the secramental character with which God invested it." iestoott,
OP» olt., pp. 45, 46,

L] mm, Ope. 0ites Pe 59
63 Charteris, op. oit., pe iii.
64, Ibid, n. 2.



in ruinss and Aelia Capitoline, A.De 119, ac not yet founded." He
concludes that A.De 119 or 120 is a very likely time for it to have
been written, although it could go all the way back to shortly after the
time of the fall of Jerusnlem,S® .

References to books in the llow Testament are not many. ife have
seen the obvious relation to the Epistle to the Eebrews. Gregory informes
us that Barnabss has iwo guotations from lfatthew., -Also, that he quotes
words of Jesus which we do not heve in our Gospels. Barnebes, in speak=
ing about the goat on the day of atonement, says that the reddened wool
wes to be placed on a thox.-n bush when the goat was driven out into the
wilderness. This was to be a picture of Christ for us, that if anyone
wishes to get the wool he mmet suffer from the thorns; he must be under
gtresc to become master of the wool. Barnabas now quotes Christ as
saying, "Thus . « « they who wish to see me, and to atiain to oy kinge
dom, must be under stress and suffering to take me«"%8 Still these
words need not be from sn unknowm Gospels they could be simply o
comibinotion of the author's, or a paraphrase of ﬁtthsw's recording
of Jesus' words, "If eny man will come after me, let him dgn;r himself,
and teke up his cross, and follow me."67 -Indeed they remind us of
Paul's words in Acts, on reaching Derbe; after the stoning at IIVS"’“-GS

In addition, many other passages suggest to us Paul and John,5

66s Ibid, ppe iv, Ve

€6. Anonymous, stle of Barnabas, chep. 7, le 11, quoted in
Greg:w. ope cite, Peo 78, =

53: Acts :galgé,'zﬁ.. « » we mst through much tribulation enter into
the kingdonm of God."

69 Gregory, ops cite, ppe 78, 79,



Barnabas' importance on determining how the Iiew Testament books
were regarded is slso noted by Gregory. He observes,concerning the
quotetions fron Hatthews

The sentences quoted are so short, and are of such an
oasy tind to be remembered, that the oral tradition might
be supposed to have passed them directly on to Barnabas, were
it not that in thc one case he directly writes: 'es it is
written,' and thus shows that he knows of written Gospelse.
This application of the phrase, 'it is written,' which is the
technical wey of quoting the sescred books of the 0ld Testament,

mey be the earliest case of this use of the Lew Testament
books as Scripture.'m

As we evaluate the testimony of Barnabas, we see that his only
strong ;'efe'renoe is to our "Hebrews." Yet he evidences no apoorypha.
Rether, as we compare Barnebas with the canonical book, Hebrews, we gain
an ingight iato the neture of apooryphal books and understand why such
writings cennot be included in the canon. Lastly, it is encouraging to
see him use the quotations from Matthew as of equal authority with the
0ld Testamente

List of Few Testement books testified tos

Uatthew

Acts
Hebrews

Paples
Irenseus oalls him "Papias, a men of the olden time, the hearer
of John'end companion of Folycarp."’: This student of the apostles
held the office of Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygla. Charteris deduces
from Paples' acquaintence with Apostle, tho daughters of Fhilip, end
“elders" and their younger associstes that the spen of his life was

from 70 A.D to 150 A.D. @

700 Ibid. Pe 78.
71. Thartéris, ope cites; Pe xlie
72. Ibid' P. 81111.



In view of his assoclatlion with our lord's apostles, we find
great welght in his testimony. In fact, he himself preferred to gain
acceptance for his statements on the bLesis of what he remembered fronm
their sayings. He wrote sn exegetical study of the Evangelic traditions
in five books. It was entitled An Exposition of Oracles of the Lord.

With regard to these Fapies says, " & « « I must tell you that I shall
not soruple to place side by side with my interpretations all that I
ever rightly learnt from the elders and rightly remembered, solemnly
effirming that it is true."T From these words and from such:a work
wo may infer that there were already exlsting and recognized records
of tho tecachings of Christ, Othorwise, what would be the reason for
such & work? Unfortunately, these five books have been loat; neverthe-
less, we have been able to recover e few fragments {rom theme. That
the book wes based on our New Testement Gospels is shown by the fact
that those fragments which remain can be "brought into a natural
comection with passsges of our Gospols."'u “The "Oracles” which
Papias expounded mey very well have been whet 1s:'otl:_en called the

T4 )wIYMof Liatthew, This brings up ";l:l.:'é"'qiz_estlm of whether this

T Zo’ru( is in reality the Gospel according to St. Uatthew. Papies

actually says, "Hatthew composed the oracles in Hebrew; end each one

73. Papias ap. Euseblus, ope cite, III, 39, quoted in Westoott,
® [ F] e a
74, Testoott, Ope cits, Pe 75e




interprotod them as he was able."’® Some have thought that these
oracles werc simply “sayings™ of Jesus, but Charteris points out that

this word has for its natural mesning "sacred oracles™ whether contain=

ing narrative or speechs’ ©

The testimony to the Gospel of Xark is interesting., Papias writes:

This also «.. « the Elder (John]’' used to sey. liark,
having bscone Peter'g interpreter, wrote accurately all
thet he remembered;'® though he did not (record] in
order that which was either said or done by Christ. For
he neither heard the Lord,. nor followed Him; but subse-
quently, as I said, [attoched himself to] Peter, who used
to freme his teaching to meet the [imuediate] wants [of
his hearers]; end not ss.making a connected narrative of
the Lord's discourses. 8o llark committed no error, as
he wrote dovm some particulars Just es he recelled
them to mind. For he took heed to one thing=-to omit
none of the faets that he heard, end to state nothing
falsely in [his narrative of] them,79"

e gee fron thnis that Harl is supposed to have not bothered about
writing down Christ's life in a chronological order. Sume charge

thet for this reason, the above Zaric gould not have been our Gospel

75 ELusebius, loc. cite, quoted in iHeatoott, loc. cit. Some charge
that Papiss is here spesking only of a Helrew Gospel by Hatthew, and
hence this testimony has no value for our present Gospel. Yet we notice
that Pepias is speaking in the past tense of a Gospel in Hebrew, At the
time when he is writing, the Gospel in Greek is elready in his readers’
hands ¢

78 Charteris, Ope oite, Pe xlive

. 77+ There is soms disagreement as to who this John was, Some
suppose thet the two John's were living in Ephesus, John the Presbyler
end John the Apostle. However, Zaehn belicves that Faplas here hes
reference to John the Apostle, and thet this disciple was often referred
to as John the Presbyter. Zehn writes, "The individual _in question is
therefore o Falestina Jewish Christian settled in Asia lLinor, and called
Johne=in other words, sccording to the unanimous tradition of the
second aentury, the Apostle John, whose gtatements Papies coites in
numerous of his words, partly as he heard them from John's mulipn,
pertly es they hod come to him through other disciples of his.
Introduction to the Few Testament, vol. ii, pe 458. For a thorough
IMacussion of the question, of. Ibld, ppe 435 £f. & 641 f. #13.

2 78. This may elso be rendered "Feter told," but the sense rerains

he same, Gre ope cite o 100

79 mmbfs:f'ﬁ%. oIE. zuotea in Westoott, ope clte, PPe 74s 75«



of Fark, Wostoott challenges this, He points out that it is impossible
to assume two Gospels of Eurk es prevalent at this time. How could
Irenaous, who lived just fifty years after this, know absolutely nothing
about two and assign this testimony of Papias to our Gospel alone? Also,
it is unbelicvable that Tertullien, Clement, Origen and Eusebius would
do the seme, end that not even the slightest trace of two iark's can be
found. A more reasonable explanation would be that John the Presbyter
made & mistake, The best solution is that dark wrote not a complete
life of Christ, but merely a memoir of some events in it. After all,

he was not a diseciple of Christ. Iie was dependent on Peter, who had

a speciel object in mind, which excluded the idea of a complete narrative.
tlarkk's sequence of events was rather moral than historical. That the
other Synoptic Evangelists nearly coincide with liark does not alter the
situation.%C Consequently, we conclude that this is valid testimony

to our Gospel of liark,

In addition to kark, Paplas seems to have known the Gospel of
Jdohn, 8L the First Epistle of John, and the First Epistle of Petere
Eusebius definitely states thet Paplas quoted "the former Epistle of
John, end that of Petor likewlse."®2 TWestoott adds that the divine
inspiretion of the Apocelypse is maintained and the book itself
comzented on in ;;a.rl:.ss Altogether Papins "stends as the representative
of the Twelve,' and witnesses to every book which the next generation

comraonly received in their mme.“

80, 1Ibid, pp. 75, 76e

8l. Tbid, pe 77, ne le -

82, Tusebius, loc. oit., quoted in Westoott, op. cites pe 77, of.
also n, 2, T T

83. Ibid, Pe 7.

84, m' PPe 79, 80.
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We may find it peculiar that Paul is slighted. There does not
eppear to be mention of his Epistles. But when we consider that Paplas
was & Jew and perchence ineclined towerd Judaism, a slight entegonism
toward Paul 1s understandabhle. On the other hend we have at this seme
period, iiarcion, who is so pro-Paul that he definitely excluded all
oxcept Poul's writings end a revised version of the Gospel of Luke
from his Christien canone5®

I have found nothing definite with regard to Fapias' views as to
the inspiration of these books which he men'l}i.ons.---fet when we consider
that he took theo pains to write a nomuenta:"_.v on the Gonpeln; he mst
heve belicved that they conteined what weas true; He called them the

Oracles of our Lord. TViere there eny other books which Tapies acknow-

ledged to be of equal worth end use with these of our Xew Iestament?
The only record I find is that Eusebius®t speaks of a story by Fapias
of a woman eccused of many sins, who was brought before the Lorde

"ihich story,” Eusebius relates, "the Gospel according to the Hebrews

conteins."87 vet there are no indications as to where FPaplas got this

story or how he regarded it. %e find a very similar incident in our

Gospgl story of the womsn csught in adultery or in the one of the
wouan who bethed Jesus fest in tears and dried them with her hair.%8
Porhaps he was merely paraphrasing one of these .storieu.

As we evaluate the t;atimoqr of Fapias, we see. standing out the
faot of his having sat at the feet of the apostless ¥e would very

85, Ibid e 78, 79, 80, 5
86, ﬁs'?l.ﬂﬁz desz'::lsaa Papies as one "who seemed very weak in the
mnd" beoause of his Chiliastic beliefs. Charteris, ops oltes pe x1il.
87« Eusebius, quoted in Charteris, Ope cits, Pe x1iVe '
88. John 817. and Luke 7338, respectivelys -



mach like to reed what such a one hes written. Also, there is a very
good possibility that Irenaeus had met hinm as well as meeting Polycarp.?
So Peplas joins the chain of witneas.es construoted by God to link
together the ends of the then known world, a.nd-enrry eye witness
testimony over the three oen'i:uries vwhen the Christian Church was in
infancy.

List of Tew Testament books testified to:

Y¥atthew I Peter

ark I John

John Revelation
_T_lﬁ Didache

The Didache is a very recent discovery. Bryemnios found the

Greek 1S. in 1875, It was oontained, elong with a copy of the

Epistle of Clement,in the Constantinopoliten or Hierosolymiten LS. of

1058 A.De A Latin version elso is on hand, end there is a text used

in Bernabes.?® e do not find it listed in books studying the history

of the New Testament oanon before the turn of the twentieth century.
Yot it is 2 very ancient dooument. Bishop Lightfoot gives rcasons
based on the internal language and subject matter why he considers it
one of tl;e earliest documénta of the Post;npostolie Christien Church,
In the first place, there is still t:l_la itinerant prophetic order
instead of the permanent, localized ministry of a later date, Secondly,
the episcopacy is not yet universale "Biehop" is still synonomous with
"prestyter."®l In fact, the writer of the Didache couples bishops with

g- Frmimhnd % %E'" p; :Hi'; in th stolic Fathers, pe 24.

Anonymous o Hew. Testamen ) s Ps
91: A.nonymons: Didache, pare 10, quoEE' Pﬂ'@ﬁﬂbﬁ. ope Cites
P. 215,




deacons es did St. Peul. Thirdly, the parase, "after yec have boen
£11104"92 ghowa thet the agape wee atill connected with the colebration:
of the Loxd's Suppere Lastly, tho archaio simplieity of its prectical
suggostions indicates a time in tho enrly ixfanay of the Church.%S

On the quostion of the location of the writing, Lightfoot calias that
the words "corn scattered upon ine mountains" 4 points to either

Syrie or Falestine. Bishop Lightfoot dues not give 2 date in nm?ag:"s.
but Grezory offers us 120 A.la«, ound adds that it iz J:muh older than
that.gﬁ Cortainly, it must heve beea one of the earliest doocuments

of the Fost-ipostolia Church.

A group of txford scholars, in a book eatitled The liew Testauent

in the Apostclic Fathers, heve drawm up & very impressive comparison

of lings from the Uidache with quotations from the relstive lNew Tosta-
nment lLooks., Theoy divide the whole work intc.! various seations and
consider the refererces found in eache In the first section, "The
iwo Weye," they have noticed o possible acquaintence with Zatthew,
Acts, Romsns, Eebrews, end Jude. Just how prosable the refercmce to
these books happens to be is showa by the way those scholars heve
listed themes Two are classed wif.h the lowest dogree of poasibility,

and the rest ere simply placed undor tho category of "unclasseds

82, 7Ibid, par. 10, quoted in Lightfoot, op. cites pe 218.

93, TIghtfoot, ops oite, pe 215, 216s : ;

94, Anonymous, Didache, pere 9 quoted in.Lightfoot, ope olts,
Pe 218, T

9%« Crego oDe Cites Pe TOe Frofe s e Tiddle states thet
"F.'ng‘;tieh ang .g;ri%m's_ol;;ln;s vary between AeDe 80 and 120.: Riddle,
"Introductory Fotice to the Teaching of tho Twelve Apostles,” The
inte=ilicene Fathers, 1688 ode, VII, 375s




Under the s;aoend. "The Ecclesiastioal Seotion," they list four quo=
tations showing a slight similard.'l:y to Latthew, These are graded in
olass "C" as to probability of their being true references. Gregory
states thet it is "impossible that these quo'l?b.t!:ons are a later addi-
tion."96 In the sane section these Oxford soholarg find indications
of treces of I Corinthians, John, end Luke's Gospel, in addition to
other 'trnc;e of Synoptic tradition. The third section is called "The
Eschatological Chapter." In this section, the Didscne may show the
influence of iatthew end Luke, The Oxford scholars say it is still
doubtful, The lest division is named "the Interpolntion in the '"Two
Ways.'" 1In thie division we find First Feter, latthew, and Luke
possibly evidenced.?! These have been classified under "D the
classification indicating the lowest degree of probabilitye In spi'i;e
of the woekness and doubifulness of these supposed references to our
Kew Testorent books, Gregory reassures us, " « « o if we do not find
direst guotations, we find plenty of gense and sentences that must
heve ‘come from Hatthew and Luke and John, and Paul's Epistles, and
First Foter,"S8

To conclude our study of the Didache, it is necessary to consider
the regard which the writer has for the lew Testament books he appears
to ve using,% Grogory gives us a clue by mentioning some of the

formlse used to introduce guotations: "es ye have in the Gospels™

96. Gregory OPe Cibtey Do 76e

97. The }}“.Ttam_ﬁt.g the _A_gostolio Fathers, ppe 26=35e

98. Fl:g?r-y_. Ioco OI E. %

99, The Oxford schiolars list all the formulae which appear tO
introduce quotations. The Now Testament in the Apostolio Fathers,
P. a‘. — SRS S C———————




Ygs the Lord commended in the Gospels™ "aosording to the dogma of the
Gospel;" and, "About thie the Lord hath said, Give not the holy thing
to the dogs; 0 xe nsy gather from this that the writer believed that
the Lord Jesus! sayings end commands were present in the Gospels. Te
find no clues as to whether any epooryphel books were considered
autnoritetive. We can go along with Gregory as he asserts the Didache
"shows no traces of a definitely other Gospel."]""xl

Liet of New Testazent books possibly testified to:

Hatthew Acots Hebrews i
Luke Romens I Peter $
John I Corinthians Jude |

The Shephord of Hermas

Charteris calls this book the work of the "Bunyan of the Church
n102

of the second centurye. A less appreciative view is teken by

Dre Eunsen, who calls it a "good, but duli uovrel.":ms and his teacher,
Riehuhr, wiio remarks thet he “pitied the Athenien Christiens for belng
obliged to hear it read in thelr asaem‘blies."]'m After such &

- charaoterization, let us look more closely at this early writing. .

Charteris tells us "it is a succession of visions and mystic toachings,

celled 'The Shepherd,! Lecause the euthor desoribes the angel who

instructed him es 'e man of glorious aspect dressed like a shepherd,

105
with a white skin, e wallet on his shoulders, snd a gtaff in his hand.'™

100, Gregory, loce. oite

io:.:. mﬁf’i. Yoo m e

02, Charteris, ope oite, Pe Ve

103, Dr. B«maeﬁ."xpi‘ip o ’uE and His Ages vol. i, pe 315, q““ﬁtin
Cleveland Coxs, "Introductory Note to the Fastor of Hormas, Tho Ante=
Hicene Fathers, 1685 ed., II, Se

e 1Hebuhr, quoted in Coxe, locs oite
106. Charteris, loce cite




The work 1tself contains eipht visions, twelve ommsnds, and nine
parabiea.’:os Practloal teachings for paolple who know the doctrines
of the Gospel constitute the major part.]'g? y

I have seid that it was en early writing. Just how éarly, it
appears impossible to decide. fThere aro three outstanding theories as
to the sctual dating. Bishop Lightfoot sums them up very well for us.
The earlicst date (58 A.D.) assooictes Iermas with the Hermas of the
Romnn Church, groctod by Paul in his letter to the Fomans.l98 Origen
is the leading proponent of this view, and he was follored by Eusebius
ond Jerome, However, Origen in speaking of this matter used the words
Yut puto.” This shows that he really had no actual determining facts

at hig dispusal. Secondly, it has been held for some time that it was

composed ce. 155 A.D. The ground for this view is chiefly the imratorian

Fragments It declares that Hermas wrote the Shepherd while his brother
Pius was Bishop at Rome (140-155 AsDe)s One difficulty in the wey of
this dating is that Clemont is mentioned ms & contemporery. This must
be a different Clement from the author of I Clement, or else the
original Greek menuseript, of which we have the latin translation,
eould not have said that Plus was Bishop. wo other doouments support
thig 'l:radition; but do not eppear to be independent. These are & Latin
poem against Harecion and a letter to Pius himself. The third end most
recent theory is that put forth by Zehn followed by Casparie. Lightfoot
thinks this supposition is instigated by a desire to reconcile the date

106. CGregory, ope oit., pe 83
107, Charteris, loc. cite

108, Romans 16:130 —

o e e




with that of Clement of Rome. Ience the composition is assizned to

80-100 Ae.D. Looking over all three theories, Lightfoot. concludes |
that the lost two sgree best with the notices of the ministry and

conditions in the church desoribed by the Shepherdsl99 goodspeed

seems to side with Zehn, placing the date at 100 A.De110 James

Yoffet feels thet echoes in the letter from Vienne and Lyons prove

that the Shepherd of Hermas was use_d in Gaul Yy the middle of the

second oentury.ul Cleveland Coxe -:ln The .Ante-Ficene Fathers, holds

for the later date; he writes, "At first sight, Hermas might seem to
hove little in common with Irenaeus; and, on many aaoounts. it would
be preferable to pnir him with Barnabase. But, I feel sure that
chronology forbids, snd that the age of irenasus, and of the martyrs
of Lyon and Vienne, is the period 'ﬂhi.c.:h called for this ‘work. and
which eccounts for its popularity and diffusion smong the church.”
Coxe goes on to say that its popularity is due to its pecific spirit
over egeinst the rising heresy of_!ébni':aniqn. Thie spirit pleased
the churches which were hesitont to denounce HMontanism m#ately.
It was the "gentle antidote” for which thoy were looking.l12 1r "{i’;
should have to choose one of these three datings, we should do well® N
to fo:_l'.lw Zahn, land link Hermes with CGlement., iiestoott believes that

3 Hermas \'exhi.bi'l:s the Xomem characteristics of a sense for ‘forn and

109, Lightfoot, ope cite, ppe 295, 294.
110.: Edgar Je éo‘&apee .'Introduoti.on to the Hew Testament, p. 266.

111, Jemes loffat, An Introduction to The Iiterature of the New
T“*-ament. D 498,
Coxe, iﬂ. g’ﬁo




order even more than Clement.l1® Ee oould be the loglcal successor
to Clement. Then too, the testimony to the other theories is such
that it does not necessarily exolude tlﬂ.g date contemporary with
Clement.

Let us see what the book reveals in s.upport of our New Testament

canonical writings. Really, the scope of the wr_!.;l:el: géve no opportunity

for direct citation of Soripture. Hermas claims to have -a divine
message and to record the words of an angel.11% -Gregory satirically’
notes, "I suppose people seldom quote in dreans."116 Charteris sees
only one resl quotation, nemely from kiatthew 10:33.,116 Yot although
there are few quotations, 'i'iesthtl; very ocﬁﬁnolngiy traces :the
influenoe of our Kew Testament books on Hermss. In form, The SheE- rd
of Termas rescmbles very strongly our book of Revelation, whﬂa in
tone it is more that of St. Jemes. A lmou.'l.edgo of our Gospels 1!
evidenced by tho numerous paraphrases.of our Lord's words throughout
the bock, There are also probable allusions to Ste John end the Acts.
At several places we seem to see St, John's tes.oi::lng on "the Truth" as
the ground of Her;nas' words. Parallels with the First Epist:!.e of Peter
are also noticeable. Commentators are wrong vhen they say there is a
great divergence between Hermas and St. Pauls The turn of mind end
the peculiar object of the author of the Shepherd of Hermas do not
make for a close connection with Paul, it is true, but there are iraces

115. Westoott, op. cites Pe 196¢
114, Ibid, p. 201.

115, Eregory. OPe Oit.. Pe 83e
118. Charteris, 10ce c:l.'l:.




of influence by the great missionary:

In addition to marked coincidences of language with the
First Epistle to the Corinthians and with that to the
Ephesians, Hormas distinotly recognizes the great truth
whioch is commonly regarded as the characteristic center
of Ste. Faul's teaching. 'Faith,' he says, "is the first
of the seven virgins by which the Church is supported.
She keeps it together by her power; and by her the elect
of Cod are saved. Abstinence the second virgin is her
daughter; and the rest are daughters one of the other.
Jnd when the Christign observes the works of their mother,
he is able to live.'117

Ve sce the harmony of Hermas with Paul's teaching on faith,

The view which liermas gives of Christ's nature and work
is no less hermonious with Apostolic dootrine, and it offers
striking analogics to the Gospel of St. John, Iiot only did
the Son 'eppoint Angels to preserve each of those whom the
Father gave to Hiim;' but 'He Himself toiled very much end
suffered very much to cleanse our sins . « s And so when
lle Himself haed oleansed the sins of the people, Ee showed
then the paths of life by_glving them the Law which He
recoived from His Father 18 He is 'a Rock higher than the
mountains, able to hold the whole world; ancient, and yet
having a new ;;ate.'us 1His -name is greatand infinite,
and the whole world is supported by Him.1120. 'He is older
then creation, so that He took counsel with the Father
about tho creation which He mede.l2l He is the sole way
of eocoss %o the Lord; and no one shall enter in unto Him
otherwise than by His Son.'}22 %o Hermss, that is,to the
Christien of these later times, He appears 'by the Spirit

"in the form of the Church,'123

117 The Shepherd of Hermss, "yis.," 1il, 8, quoted in Westoott,
Ops cite, pp. 201, 202 ;

138 The Shepherd of Hermas, "Sim,," v, 6, quoted in Westeott,
Ope cit, PpPes 202 203,
'P'-ITET 'Ibid. u: 2, 12, quoted in Westoott, loce oite

120, Tbid, 14, quoted in Westoott, loos oi¥s™

121, Tbid, 12, quoted in Westoott, Ioc. oife

122. Tsia. .

123, Thid, 1, quoted in festoott, ope gites Pe 204e
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It ic not diffiocult to see thet Hermas must have been well sequairnted
with St, John,
Sinee we have no real quotetions, with the possible exception of 1
the one from liatthew, we cennot decide how Hermas estimated the books
he alludes to. Yet we &o see thet he nccepts their precepts and makes
thom his own teachings. This would leed us to believe that he viewed
them ag being from God Himself, und binding.
The gquestion of inspiration leads us to a disoussion of whether

The Shepherd of Hermes is inspired itself or whether it belongs to

tho Lpoorypha. Charteris gives us the opinions of several of the
Fatherse Clement of Alexandria spoke of it as inspired. Origen also
thought it inapired. Eusebius end Tertullian, on the other hand,
listed it among the spuridus books¢124e Zahn tells us that the

Xuratorien Fragment excluded it from being read in the worship of the

public servics of the churchel2% He gives us the reason why it wes

excluded; it seems that the author of the ¥uratorien Fragment thought

the Shepherd too recent e writing (ca. 146 A.De). Furthermore, the
author was e decided, positive;. opponent of lontanism, end did not

think thst the Holy Ghost would be given once agein, as Iie was at the

dewn of Christianity.l?® Ferrar bolieves The Shepherd of Eermas ;

oan be seen to be an apooryphal book by comparing it with the 1.
Revelation of St. John.127 Westoott holds that a comperison with ;

The Epistle of St. James makes this oven more clear to our

124, Chnrter:l.a. 22' Oitn. Pe XXVe

126, Zehn, "Conon of Soripture," Sohatf-Hersog, II, 594, 0ole 1l - o
128, Ibid, Geschichte des Neutestauen smentclionen ﬁmons, vol 2,1, De °

127« Ferrar, 22- ﬂll Pe 995 Do
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understending.128 We believe it is clear that wo are not dealing with

& book equal to those of our Hew Testament. %hile we are considering
Apocrypha, it might be added that Chartoris lists one "distinct allusion"
in the Shepherd to on apooryphal book called Heldad snd liodade Xe

gathers this fron Hermas'®' statement thot "Heldad and odad prophesied
o the people in ths wilderness." % e have no hint as to the
evaluation of this book by Hormase

As vie review the testimony of The Shepherd of Hormas, we see that

there is very little direot support to our canonical books. Yet there
is an indirect saceptance of great dootrines of these books. "The
Chrigtianity thet this beautiful drgem deplets is fromthe beginning

to the end a Christiasnity that lives upon our New Testement and not

on books of which we lcncw.nothing.“ conoludes Grogorye.1%0 In his
conclusion, we find a fine sumrary of the value of Hermas for our study.

List of New Testament books testified tos

Hatthew I Corinthians

John Ephesiens

Aots : I Peter:
Revelation

128, He writes, "The Shepherd beers the same relation to the
Epistle of St. James as tﬁh of Barnobas to that to the Hebrewse
The idea of m Christian law Ties et the bottom of them both: but
aocording to St. James it is a law of liberty, centering in nan's
deliverance from corruption within and ceremonial without; while Hermas
rather looks for its escence in the rites of the outwerd Churche.
Ste. James and Hermas insist on the necessity of works; but the one
regarde them s The practical expression of a personal faith, while
the other finds in them en intrinsic velus and recognizes the possibil=-
ity of supererogatory virtus." wWestoott, ope oltss PP 199, 200.

129, Charteris, 22. cites Do XXiVe

130s Gregory, ops oife., ps 85s




Conclugion

The Apostolic Fathers have not offered us a great amount of
conclusive evidence for our investigation. As hes been sald, this
was not to be expected from their peculiar position. They operated
greatly with the oral traditions. Yet, they have left us traces of
the ‘great majority of the books of our canon. In addition, we have
discorned an attitude in then tending to place these writings of the
Apostlos and followers in a speciel class. Fone of the writers of
the period we have just considered presumed to oall Liimself by the
same title of Apostle, nor would any one place his writings on a
level with the Apostolic writings, Westcott substantiates this when
he says, "As if by some providential instinet, each one of those
teachers who stood nearest to the writers of the New Testament oon=
trasted his writings with theirs and definitely placed himself on a
lower level."1%l He goes on to add that this "fact is most signifi-
cant; for it shows in what wey the formation of the Canon was an ach
of the intuition of the Church, derived from no reaaoning; but
realized in the course of its naturel growth as cne of the first
results of its self-oonseiousness.™.°> To make the mabter complete,
we might add that we have seen this seme intuition refuse to all
epooryphel writings a place alongaiéi;' -the Hew Testament bookss
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II. The Age of the Greek Apologists A.De 120-170

The testimony here agein is not of an oxceptionally conclusive
nature, After all, these men were apologists. They were defending
the Christien religlon against tho ettacks of learnod heathen end
their emperors. In a debate you must begin on cormon ground, and go,
reasoned the Apologists, here also. Therfore they hesitated to refer
to the accepted books of the Christians, and when they did so, it
was in a rether circuitous manner. In the words of Westoott, "The
arguaents of p‘hiioaophy and history were brought forward first, that
men might be grndun.l.].y familiarized to tite light; the use of
Soripture wee for e while deforred (dilatee paulisper divinae
lti!o'l_:iones), that they might not be blinded by the sudden sight of
its unelouded glory.": Nevertheless there do ocour echoes of the
words of the lew Testament books in their writings. We shall see
vhich books these wero. Furtherzore, we shall observe that they
did feel that the books which they casually referred to, were decisive
in the matter of dootrine. Horeover, theur could not feel the same
wey-toward books which were not the work of the Apostles and their
followers,

The Elders guoted by Irenaeus
These elders' are men who, like Papies and Polycarp, sat at the

feet of the Aposties of the Lord. Westoott soys that these men £il1l

1, HWeastoott, Op. 11_1.5_-- Pe 66e



in whet is misoing in Papias with regard to testimony to owr conon,®
Their testimony is enonymous,

Irenaocus mentions these roforences to the Hew Testament books,
when he writes: "the elders, disciples of the Apostles," speal of
"Paradisc, to which the Apostle Pgul was ocarried, end there heard
words unuttersblo to us in our present state" (2-001'. 12:4).s
Westeott further informs us thet: _

» o o ofter instances from the Old Testament, the

Elder alludes to *the Queen of the South! (Matt. xiie 42),

the Parable of the Talents (Matt. xxv. 27), the fate of

tho traitor (Hatt. xxvi. 24), the judgment of unbelievers

(i‘atte x. 15); ond also makes use of the Epistles to the

Romens (es Ste Poul's), to the Corinthlens (the First by

neme), and to the Ephesiens, and probably to the First

Epistle of Ste. Poter. In another place an Elder appegrs

to allude to tho Gospels of Ste Fatthew and Ste Johne
Bishop Li[-,:htroot offers us a few other references to books of our
How Testement, He finds support for the Gospel of Luke when Ireonacus
writes, " « « o tho Lord saith, "And shell not God eto.'” (Luke
xviii. 7, 8), and also when he writes, "as saith the Lord, 'Hake to
yourselves friends oto'” (Luke xvi, 9)s There is also testimony to
1T Thesselonisns whon Ironseus writes " ..« « the Apostle in the
Epistle to the Thessalonians declares as follows, 'Since it is a
righteous thing eto.' (2 Thess. i, 8-10).“5

Irenseus gives us a hint as to how the Elders regarded these
writings of the Apostles end their assooiates when he records that

which he had heard "from en Elder who had heard those who hed seen

2« TViestoott, ope. cites Pe 80s

3: Iranaeua: vf' ST'I:'qu;ted in Westoott, ope cite, PPe 80, Bl.
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the Apostles and had learnt from them," the substance being tlat
Bthe correction drezm from the Soriptures wes sufficient for the
encients in thoso matters which they did without the counsel of
the Spirite."® Such a statemont leads:us to believe that these
"encients™ placed the same valuc on guidance from the "Soriptures®
as thoy did on the "oounsel of the Spirite."  They must have believed
that the Spirit was presont also in the Seriptures. Furthermore, we
sce I'rom TWestcott's statement above, that this Elder was quoting
instancos from the Few Testament rigirl: along with instances fronm the
0ld Testament. 'i’hi:s seems to indicate that he regarded both New and
01d Yestament of equal worthe

Looking back over this information, we find even in these brief
quotations much support for our canocn, in addition to evidence for
its ingpiration.

List of How Testament books testified to:

latthew - . I Corinthians

Luke II Corinthians

John Ephosians

Romans IT Thessalonians
I Petor

The Evangelists in the Reign of Irajan

Eusebius' testimony rega.rd.ing the Evangelists is not strong
evidence; the expreseions are Fusebius! and therefore, camnot be
presseds. The only point one oould stress is the faot that the
written Gospel I'orm:d tho basis of the Evengelists' missioaary

6+ Irenaeus, IV, 27 (45), quoted in Westoott, loce cite



presoning. Euschiug, Hishop of Cocserca (ome 315 AdDe)! was only
two eonturies distent from the parsesution wnder Trajm (118 AdDe)®
or the yeers in which these Evangelists were sctivee® Henoe, Euscbiug
moy woll hove hed exoellent substantistion for his stoterents, He
hos this To say of these men of Cods "Thgy dlschuerged the work of
Tvangelistes, zeelously siriving to preach Christ to those wno were
otlll wholly ignoreut of Christiemity (; T’T‘\S s Tews 3017’0.5). end to
deliver to them ihe Soripbure of tho divine Gospels"(73 ray Jecwy
evd Yr‘gl‘l“") 7”"/“"5'{"’"" }f"f"‘)’.n We drer from thic thet these
nigeionories had soveral of our Gospels, perheps all since Eusebius
oalls then "She dlvine Gospelse" Also, it ceems that the books were
velued Ly thom, for they strove to deliver them to these heathene Tho
expression o 7' X1 m?nw; do'yas puggles va, Doos it expross a belief
thet the Word couses the faith? Then too, does the fact that the
expression "Seripturc of the divine Gospels™ is olosely allicd %o
ng A o’Yo s " obove, indicate a bellef ti:g‘*k theso Gospels hed the power
to oroate faithg or, aro these words merely the idess of Pusebius?
0f t3is we con be éertain, thet the Evengelists felt it necessery that
these henthen should have the divine Gospelse

- Tusebius gives us cnmother bit of informaticn on one of the
Evanzolists, whén he writes thot Fanmtocnus, near the closc of the
gsecond contury, traveled "even to the Indians; and there it is sadd that

Te Cregorys Ope gites Do 257,
8 Chartmi;gggﬂlt.. Pe Xl
8, Testoott, ope oites Pe Ule sia A% B e o
Ve CFf, Romang 103 Up "nir Fety % Sipd THS FisTass & Knpicoopsy
11, TFuscbius, He Bes III, 37, quoted in Westoott, locs cite




he found thet the Gospel according to Latthew had antioipeted his

arrival among some there who were acquainted with Christ, to whom

Bartholomaw, one of the Apostles, had preached, and given on his

departure (KaZaAelyac ) the writing of Eatthew in Hebrew letters."
12

e s .

These Evangelists have only e supporting value to our studye
Yet, they do testify to the use of our Gospels, in particuler the book
of latthew end they seem to place a high value on theme

The Lettor to Diognotus

This lotter is made up of two distinet parts. The first pert
sugcests Crecoe itself; the second bears traces of Alexandrien
influence.13 Tne date of the writing of the first section is set
by Grogory at 117 AJD.1® Westoott agrees thet the indications of
wldeapl'-ead persecution found in the letter point to the time of
Trajen; it can not be much later for there are traces in the letter
of antioipation that Jesus would speedily return to esrth (‘ﬂpauu’-(
Greg‘ory believes the latter section of the letter was composed cas
147 £.De2® Fo 35 seconded by Westoott, who states that it can not
be later than 150 A._D.r' In the second division, we do find

somewhet of e desoription of the authore Ee calls himself "g disciple

12, Ibid, V. 10, quoted in Westeott, ODe _O_i_t_-. Pe 83

13, Westoott, ope cite, Ps 386

14, Gregory, op. oites Ps T3¢ Charteris holds to a later dato.
He says it could '55' eny time from the end of :Lm a;aogg tonth;‘beain-
ﬂiﬂg of the fourth sentwry. Chartoris, Ope CliTes Pe LUe; ie
Cleveland Coxe gives the date as 150 AcDe Coxe, "Introductory ote to
the Epistlo of liathotes to Diognotus," ope oite, I, 2%.

16, Westoott. 22. oltey DPe 88. 89

16. Gregory, loo. cite -

17. Westoott, op. oite, Po 8% Y
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of Apostles and a teacher of Gentileg."lS

Lot us go immediately to a study of the references to our Hew
Testament books, Chiefly, these point to the writings of St. John
end Ste Paul., Westcott gives us an extensive list of the Johannio
references, including one closely connccted Paulines

The love of God » ¢ « i3 the source of love in the
Chrigtian; who 1must needs'love God who thus first loved
him' (#pod ydmoav7a ), and find an expression for this
love by loving his neighbour, whereby he will be 'an
imitator of God.' '"For God loved men, for whose sake Le
made the world, to whon He suggested all things that are
in the corth, . « » unto whom (#ds) He sent His only-
begotten Son, to whom He promised the kingdom in heaven
(79w 2V odpaviy pasideldy) end will give it to those who
love Him:' 'God's will is meroy; 'He sent His Son as
wishing to save (ws ef3wv ) o, o and not to condemn;'

end as witnesses of this "Christiens dwell in the world,
though they are not of the worlde* So in the conclusion
we read thet 'the Word Who was from the beginning, ¢ «
at His appenrance, speaking boldly, manifested the mysteries
of the Father to those who were Jjudged faithful by Him.!
And those agein to whom the Word speaks !from love of that |
which is revesled to them' share their knowledge with |
otkers, And this is the true knowledge which is inseparadvle 1
from life; and not that false knowledge of which the 19
Apostle says, 'knowledge puffeth up, but love edifieth.’

The lest oitation, above, evidently refers to St. Paul's First
Epistle to the Corinthians, the eighth chapter, the first verse, liore
allusions to Faul are found in the first section of the Letter to
Dlognetus. Ve find here, besides phraseology similar to Paults,
allusions to Romsns, I & II Corinthians, éalatiana. Ephesians,

Fhilippiens, I Timothy, Titus, and I Peter, iords suggesting the book

of Acts also ocour, The later seotion hes indications of St. John

18, The Letter to Diognetus, chape 11 1nit.. quotad in Westoott,

loce 0ity .
i ‘_ﬁld. ,ohaps. 10.. 7. 5. 11. 12. quﬂted in Westﬂott. _E. °1t..

" Pbe 90, T,
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end the CGospels generally, I and II Corinthians, and possibly I Timothy.
These genecral references to the Gospels are similarities in wording
which ssom to show a connection; we do not havo e distinct reforence.20

There ere two statoments in the second part of the letter which
give us en insight into how the writer evaluated the books used by
him. The ome is thet tho "Word is etill the teacher of the saints."Sl
The other is that "'the fear of the law and the grace of the prophets?
are united with 'the faith of the Gospels and tho tradition of the
Apostles! as oontributing- to the wealth of the ch\u'ch."zz The first
statement is made after discussing how dhrint vhen on earth taught us
of Hiis Father. Then comes the declaration the the "ford is still the
teacher of the saints." It is possible that here the author shows a
belief that the Word, namely Christ, is still sposking to the saints
through the Word, namely the llew Testament, or for that matier, both
the 0ld and the Hew Testement. %he second statement does indicate that
the few and 014 Testémant contributed an equel share to the wealth of
the churgh. | . .

In conclusion we should like to set forth the books that find

support in this small letter:

The S ig Cos El.s " Romans Ephosians
John s 2 I & II Corinthians I Timothy
‘Acts Galetiens Titus

: t I Peter

20, Westoott, ODe Oitcy pp. 92, 91.
2l. Diognetus, cheps 12, quoted in Westcott, Op. oit.,
Pe 93, ° 2

22. Diognotus, gquoted in Westoott, ope Cites Pe 88.




Justin m

Justin Liartyr appears to have been born around 100 A.D. in
Nabulus, Flavia Tleapoliz«?3 This was the old town of Sychar near
"Jecob’s Well" in Samarie. dJustin set out to find ™truth" in the old
Greck philosophies., He tried a Stolo, & Foripatetic, a Pythagorean,
and cvon & Fletonist. At length, disheartened and despondent in his
gearch for God, he met an aged, kindly, holy man walking by the seas
This men led him to feith and to the prophets.

'Pray before all things,' were the lest words of this

new naster, '"thalt the gates of light be apened to you;

for [the truthe of revelation] are not comprehensible

by the eye or mind of man, unless God and his Christ

give hin understanding.' 'Immediately a fire was kindled

in my soul,' Justin edds, *and I was possessed with a

love for the prophets dnd those men who are Christ's
friends,'24

After this he went about as a philosopher defending the Christian
religion among the heathen and endeavoring to dispel doubts as to
its verecity. Of his many writings we have only three left that are
m-:doubtedly genuine, There are two Apolozies (one to the Emperor
Titus)28 end the Dielogue with Trypho.28 Zehn lements tho faot that

we do uot have Justin's writing sgainst Yercion, for if we did, we
Would probably know ilarcion's oanon bettor ond also the Bible of the
Church of that deye' The time during which the extent writings wore

oomposed may very well have been oa. 1@5 %o 247 A.D.28

25, GCregory, ope oits, Pe 87e :
' 24, Justin é&ngrTT)i;Iogue with Trypho, ciep. 7 ad fin., quoted
in Westeott, ppe 97, 98. :
25, Charteris, Ope 2&.. Pe 1V, no' 1.
e By B T ihte des He T. Esnoms) vol. 1,2, pe 464
7. Z Geschichte des 8o s dsGs Pe .
28, kr, I’IoFEe. Tousse1 oF Class. end Seore Philology, III, 159, quoted

in Westcott, Ops o__I’E.. Do 99, Do le
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Justin's references to our liew Testament books have been the
subjeot of much controversy. '\’—re, however, find that we agree with
Charteris on this matter. He points out that the purpose of Justin's
writings would not lead us to expect him to quote our canonical books
as inspired, Aftor all, he was writing to heathon. Therefore we
should, 2t the mest, look for agreement in tone end a possible use as
historical meterianl. e need draw no conclusions:from the fact that,
with only one exception, he does not call these books by neme, for
Tatian himself, though ke did not name the Gospels, yet wrote a
harmony of them,%? Ti'es'l:o;::tt also agress thot Justin did not neme the
Few Testament hooks he tiuoted, in order to stick to common ground with
those %o whom he was writing. He concludes that all discrepanocies
tetween Justin's quotations and our canonical writings can be laid to
two factss the one thet Justin guoted mostly from mexory; the other
that there were scveral readings of our liew Testement text,0

Anothor grent question concerns Justin's use of the title, The

Lemoirs of the Apostles. We believe that he had in mind our four

Gospel narretives. Here is Westecott's argument. In the first place,
‘he says that tize Heroirs are called Gospels by Justin.5l Ioreover,
all the perts of the Gospel narrative which Justin draws {rom these
ifemoirs ere found, if not in one particuler evangelist's language,

at least in New Testament phraseologys Westcott has found seven

29, Charteris, ope oit., pps 1v, lvie
30: '-.‘leatoott,.gp_. eTF:,'pp..ns: 130, For a convineing and complete

] S TLe =179
study of the whole question of Justin's quotetions, of. Ibid, ppe 100
81, Ibid, p. 112, Justin is quoted @s writing, "ThenApostles in <
the liemoirs made by thew, which are called GospelSse o




placos where Justin "distinetly®™ quotes the Hemoirs. ™O0f the seven,
five mgree vorbally vri'th the text of Ste !.:Ta‘_l'.thew or Ste LuXo « o 3

the sizth is a conpressed sumuary of words related by St. liatthews

the soventh alone presents an important variation in the text of a
verse, which is, however, otherwlse very @ceri:ain.“ Ee then goes

on to show that even this last one could be & variant reading of our
canonicel Matthew.52 Another ergument is that Justin speaks of the
iemolrs as written by the Apostles end Vthe:l.r followers; 1.6+,
companions, Fow iark and Luke were followers of the Apost]zes, Pater
end Fauls Thie is not true with regard to eny of the Apooryphe, co far
os WWostoott knows. o aﬁoury;ﬂwl bookc had as its author & companion

of the Apostles. ' Finally, Justin says of the lermoirs thﬁ.t they were
read in all the public service of the churches along with the "prophets."“

Wihat would this be, other than our o Gospels? Zahi gdds to our case

when ke informs us that Trypho, writing to Justin, tells him that he
has reed something in the Gospel that he is wondering about. Justin J
does not aek him which Gospel he iz usings He takes for granted the
Trypho msens the same Gospel he himsalf had previously cited, ramely,

The Hemolirs of the Agostles%" Charteris agrees with our other two

scholars end points out that there is no:_:_'_gqord in history of & bock

entitled kiomoirs of the Apostless Ihis murt be a desoription and uot

& t1t10,°% e offers us en argunent from the negative angle which ney

.52- Ibid-, Pp. '107. 108. '152-136. E
S%. 1bld, ppe 114, 115, 110.

54, Tehn, ope oite, VOle 15 25 Pe 4776
SBe. Gha.rl:e?fs._é_z- 2&.’ Pe k.
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well conclude cur discussion. Supposing that we have a real apocryphal
book hore:

The position, then, is that Justin used and Trypho read '
e Gospel which cannot ve traced elsewvhore or afterwards,==
a Gospel different from that which his contemporary iarcion
know and mutilated: a set of books which so marvelously
diaeppeared that Irenascus (who had possibly known Justin,
and certainly wroto within 50 years of his death), when he
descanted on the four winds, the four quarters of the
world, end tho four Gospels, knew nothing of them; and
that Justin, when he guoted the Apooryphal boock cr books,
quotoed so strengely that Euseblus, with all his love of
gossip and ell his historic lore, and many another besides
him, never knew that the quotations were not from Hatthew,
iiariz, Luke, John, That is to sey, that the lemoirs to
which Justin challenged the attontion of the Xomen emperor,
genate, and people, and which were, therefore, well known, -
had so completely perished from the earth that Irenseus,
who was familier with the affairs of Asia, Rome, and Gaul,
appealed to friend and foe to remark how marvelous is
God?s grost providence in glving to Christendom and to
humanity the four Gospels==the four, neither more nor
less==of Fatthew, iork, Luke, and Johne®

Heving decided that these ilomolrs are none other than our four
Gospols, let us see vhot is in them, iestecott gives us a long
catalogue of the cvents of the Gospel narrative which we find in
Justin'y writings.

Ee tells us thet Christ was descended from Abrsham through
Jacob, Judah, Fheres, Jesse, end David--that the Angel Gabriel
was sent to foretell His Birth to the Virgin Mery=-that
this was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Isalsh (VII. 14)=—
that Joseph was forbidden in a vision to put ewey his espoused
wife, when he was so minded==that our Saviour's Birth at
Bethlchen had been foretold by Eicahe-that his parents went
thithor from Nagareth where they dwelt, in consequence of
‘the enrollment under Cyrenius~-that as they could not £ind
@ lodging in the villaze they lodged in a cave oclose by 1it,
where Christ was born, end laid by ary in a panger--that
while there wise men from Arcbie, gulded by a star,
worshipped Him, and offered Him gold and frankinoense and
myrrh, end by revelation were commanded not to return to

36, Ibid, pe lxiiie :
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Herod to whon they had first como--that Ho was called Jesus
as the Seviour of His people=sthat by the commend of God
His parents fled with Him to Egypt for fear of Herod, and
reneined there till Archelaus succeed hime-that Herod being
decoived by the wlse mon com:onded the children of Bethlehenm
to be put to doath, so that the prophecy of Jeremish was
fulfilled who spoke of Rachel weeping for her children-e
thet Jesus grow efter the comnon manner of men, working as

a carpenter, and so woited in obsourity thirty years more
or less, till the coming of Johm the Bapkists

He tells uc moreover that this John the son of Elizaboth
oame preaching by the Jorden the baptism of repentance,
wearing a leathern girdle and a raiment of camel's hair,
end eating only loousts end wild honey--that men supposed
that ho was the Christ, to whom he answered 'I am not
the Christ, tut a voice of one o:ying; for lie that is
nmightier than I-will soon come (#fct), whose sandals I
en not worthy to beer'-=that when Jesus descended into
the Jordan to be baptized by him a fire was kindled in
the river, and when He cawe up out of the water the Holy
Spirit as o dove lighted upon Eim, bidding Him at last
to worship him, He further adds that Christ Himself
rocognized John as the Elias who ghould precede Him,

'to whor men had done whatsoever they listed;' and thus
Ee relates how Herod put John into prison; and how the
daughter of Herodias danced before the king om his
birthdey and pleased him, so that he promised to grant-
her anything she wished, and that she by her mother's
desire asked for the head of John to be given her on a
charger, and that so John was put to deaths

Eencef'orth, after spesking in general terms of the
miracles of Chirst, how 'He healed all menner of sickness
and disease,' Justin says litile of the details of His
Life till the last great events. Then he narrates Christ's
triumphel entry into Jerusalem from Bethphege es a ful-
£illment of propheoy, the (second) cleensing of the Temple,
the conspirsoy egainst Him, the institution of the
Eucharist 'for the remembrance of Him' the singing of the
Psalm afterwards, the Agony at night on the liount of Olives
et which three of His disciples were present, the prayer,
the bloody sweat, the arrest, the flight of the Apostles,
the silence before Pilate, the remand to Herod, the
Cruoifixicn, the division of Christ's reiment by lot,
the signs and words of moolery of the bystanders, the Cry
of Sorrow, tho Last Words of Resignation, the Burial on
the eve of the day of the Passion, the Resurrection on
Sunday, the Appearonce to the Apostles and dlsciples,




how Christ opened to them the Soriptures, the calumies
of the Jows 3 the commission to the Apostles, the
Ascension.®

Thus we see that the events of Christ's life and happenings
pertinent to it aro almost completely recorded in the writings of Justine
. This would seem understandable since he attempts to show Christ as the
fulfillment of propheoy. The teachings of Jesus on the other hend,

would not bo as usable for his purpose. Yel we do notice that he mekes

referonce to discourses of our Saviors

The first call to repentance, the Sermon on the Iount,
the gethering from the East and West, the invitation to
sinners, the deseription of the true fear, the cherge to
the Apostles, the charge to the Seventy, the mision of
John, the revelation of the Father, the promise of the
sign of .Janah, the prophecy of the I'assion, the acknow=
ledgment of Sonship, the teaching on the price of a
soul, on marriege, on the goodness of God alone, on the
tribute due to Caesar, on the two commendments, the woes
against the Scribes and Fharisees, the prophecy concerning
false teachers, the denounccment of future punishment on
the wicked, the teamching after the Resurrection--are all
cloarly recognized and quoted, if not always in the &
lenguage of any one Evangelist, at least in the dialect
of the llew Testament.S0

Eere too, we heve convineing evidence for the existence of our
Tew Tectamont Gospels in general. How let us look at some testimony
to the individual canonical Gospsls.  Westeott explains thet Justin

glves stronger olues 4o our books in the Dislogue with Trypho,

beceuse the latter wes acquainted witn the Gospele So when quoting
Jesus' words, Justin reminds Trypho that they are quoted in the
written Gospel.5? Here is a reforence to our book of latthews

87, Tiestoott, ops cites PPe 102-106¢
88. Ibid, pp. 108, 109,
89, Tbid, p. 114.




FCTTT T Ry e )

Yiherefore also our Chirst when on ecerth told those who
said that Elles must come before Chirst, 'Elias indeed
will coue end will restore all thingsj; but I say to you
that Elias came alroady, and they knew him not, but did
%o him all thet they lis teds' And it 1s written, !Then :
understood the diseiples that he spake to then concerning
John the Baptist,'dV

Here is o reference by Justin to our Gospsl of Ste. Harks . -

The mention of the fact that Chriat changed the mne . :
of Feter, one of the Apostles, and that the event has '
been written in his (Peter's) Lemoirs, together with
Iis having changed the name of two other brethren who
were sons of Zebedee to 'Doanerges,® tended to signify
that He was the same through whom the surname Israel
was given to Jacod, and Joshua to Hoshea.41

Westoott points out that the name "Boanerges" as applied to
James and John is found only in one of our Gospels, namely St. Xarik's, 3

the third chapter, the soventeenth verse. There it follows closely

upon the remerk about Pater's name, Consider too that the Early
Church with onz volce placed the Gospel of iiark under the suthority

of St, Foter.%2 Hence we confidently-olainm this reference for

A ais s ags o o

substantistion of our.canonicel Gospel of Herke TFurthermore, we

el =i

have o fine testimony to Luke's Gospel. Justin writes, "Jesus as
Ee gave up His spirit upon the cross said "Father, into Thy hends
I commond my Spirit:! even as I learned from the Lemoirs this fact

al80.,"4®  There is enother echo of Luke in the language narrating the

engel’s visit to dary.44 : - f

40, Justin lartyr, Dialogus with Irypho, chap. 49, quoted in .
?i'ﬂs'.ct.b‘_','b’ Ole cit.. PPe 113, de 14

41, IbT&. ‘chape 1U8, guoted in Westoott, OR. gites Pe 114,
Ct, liark 5:16, 17. :

42, Westcott, loce 01T
. 43: Ju:t:i.cn ﬁ;ﬁy_i'-: E.‘Oitoy chape 106, quoted in Westcott, 2._0_0_- _Q_E.
Cfe Luke 235:46.

44, Charteris, 22. gi_t_.. Pe Ixie
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Chortoris off'ers us cono very definite mllusions on the part of
Jugtin to the Cospel of Johne ilc writeas

Iake the ourious disquisitlon on the Logos Legotten
by God in the boginaing (Diele ce 61) as the mgdium of
revelation in sll eges of hilstery, who is not scparated
from the Pather, and who is himself Gode Toke tho
statozontis es to the new birthj cg to tho Tord becoming
flesh (Apole ce 66); the living water, end tho celestial
habitation, With these 1t scems impoasible to doubt
thet Justin gives us eckoes of the fourth Gospol.%®

The Revelation of St, Jokn iz sclually mentionod by name in
Justine, He writes, "ioreover, slsc among us & nen named John, one
of the Apostles of Christ, prophesicd in a revelction mede to him
that those who huve Lelieved on our Chilat shall spond a thousand
years in Jerusclen « o o8  (horteris reminds us that whez we 'see
to how mmch troubls Justin goes to explein who John wes, we can

underatand why Justin guoted os ke dide Mo wes speaking to heathen

audienses, to o great oxtent ignorant of Xow Tostewent faotse®?

In gpite of the faot that Justin’s purpose celled for a uso of

ho Eo‘a:.-ola elmoat exclusively, we do find traces of the E'piatlos of

Gte Famle Westoott gives us o list of thems

e o o "ic were "teught! that Christ is 'l:he_'ﬂrst-bom'
(7ZpwToriNes ) of Gods" "we heve recognized Him os the
Tirat=born of God end before all crcatures:® "iy the nnm.
of this very Son of God and *first-born of every creature
{ZpwroTdNey wicns Arlssws ) e o » overy dezon is
Overcoms o o of “through Eim God arranged ( Kos i 0ac )
o1l things." Ilsewherc he uses tho exazple of Atrehen
to show that circumcision was for a sign and not for
righteousnoss, "since he bolag in uncircuncision, for the
spize of the feith with vhioh he bolieved God was Justified
oxd blosgede” My faith (7éeTse ) wo aro cleansed tl'z.rough
e blood of Christ and His deoth who died for thisj

45, Ibid' Pe Ixii,

48, stin, Dial., chepe 81, quoted in westoott, OFs cites Po 121,

~47. Charteris, QFe ﬁog Pe lviil,




"through whomz we were called into the salvetion prepsred
eforetime by our Father," "Christ is the passover who -
wes secrificed afterwards:" "who shall come with glory
from the heavens, when also the man of the falling
evay--the man of lewlessness (cs 32),--who spesketh
strange thingg=-blesphemous and daring (c. 32), even
against tho Kost High, shall exert his lewless dering
egainst us Christiens."™ Elsewhere he speaks of Christ
as "the son and 'Apostle! of Gode"

The most remarkeble coincidences between Justin and
Ste Faul are found in their common quotations from the
Soptunginte, .. « « One example will explein the ncture
of the agroenent. Speaking of the hatred which the Jows
shewed to Christians, Justin says to them that it is
not strenge: "for Elies also making intercession about
vou to God speaks thus: 'Lord, they killed Thy Frophets,
end threw down Thy altars, end I was left alone, and
they are seeking my life.,' "And He answers him:™ 'I
heve still seven thousand men who have not bent knee
to Eanl."” The passage ogrees almost verbally with the
citation of St. Paul in the Epistle to the Romens, end
differs widely from the text of the LiX,

There ere similar examples poiating to & use of the seme rendering
@8 Poul in the Epistle to the Galatians end that to the Ephesiens.
In faet,' we hevo similer tie-ups with ell of Faul's Eplstles exgept
the Pastoral Epistles and the ones to the Fhilippians and Fhilemon.4?
We have-two other works commonly sttributed to Justin, On the

Resuz.-rection and Address and Exhortation to Creeks. The first hes

traces of all four Gospels, no indications of Apocryphel traditions,
and similerity of language with I Corinthians, Philippians, end
I Timothy. %he second supports John's Gospel, Acts, I Corinthians

and Ephesians.s"

48, Justin, Apolo I, 465 Dial., ohap. 1003 Apol., II, 63 TD!.&I.,
chap, 85,23,13, ‘2—131. '.I.%: 110; Apole, I, 12,683 Dial,, chap.39, quoted
in Westcott, op. cites PPe 169, .

49, Westoott, op. olte, ppe 169, 170, 171s

60, Ibid. Pe 171.
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Justin doss not say specifically tiat he regards the New Testament

“writings os ianspired. Yet there are indications that he did so regard

" them, Ie used the contents of these books, particularly of the lemoirs,

es fulfillment of the Old Testament, Therefore, he must have believed
that they conteined divine truth, Another fact is that he approves
their being read nlonf;sid.e the "Frophets” in the publio services. To
conclude the mattgr. we offer his own words:
As (Abrehan ] believed on the voice of God ‘and it was
reckoned to him for righteousness,' in the same way we

also when we believed the voice of God which was spoken

again by the Apostles of Christ, and the voice which was

procleimed to us by-the Prophets, even to dy!.ef {(for our

belief ] , renounced all thet is in the world. |
Thie eppeers to place the Seriptural writings of the Apostles oz o
lovol with the Soriptural writings of the Prophets. Both seem to have
reccived their messages in the same mnﬁei.

A study of the quotations of Justin raises the question of
whether he uscd any Apooryphal Gospelse Charteris finds only one
ingtance thet strongly indicates that Justin used & noncanonical Gospel.
dustin speaks of @ fire in the Jorden et the baptism of Jesus.®2 This
trait is plso found in the Ebionite Gospel. Therefore, Charteris
believes that Justin may have pleked up & few traditions from Apooryphal
Gospels.?5 Westoott, however, takes the position that no Gospels
other than our own were used. Ke tells us that the infency nerrative

of Christ found in Justin contains no epooryphel additions. EHe believes
thet an examination of Justin's quotations docs not suggest Apooryphes

5l¢ dJustin, Dial., chepe 119, quoted in 1bid, pe 1754
524 Wegsteoott, 92. gites Pe 104,
83. Charteris, Ope It.. Pe 1Xe
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Those quotavions repeeted by Justin vhicn differ from our canonical
text are still just as different from easch other, Westcott further
adds that Justin has proserved the "peoouliarities of the Hew Testament
phraseology without the admixture of any foroign element." He ooncludes
thet Justin's quotations "exhibit no trace of the use of any other
evengelie rocords. "% Grogory Joins Westoott when he states that Justin
"betrays no knowledge of books highly valued by them and neither t-oday
in our llew Testament nor knovm to ua.“sa Yie feel we mst join these
letter two scholers in believing that no Apocryrha wers used by Justine
Heuy of the strange sayings in Justin could have been picked up by
hin from oral traditione
We Toel that Justin ocouples e very high place in our study of

the canone He has given strong support to practically every book of
our Hew Testoment, Orily the Catholic Epistles and the Eplstles to
Titus end Fhilemon find no reference in the genuine or doubtful writings
of this philosophical apologlste.5® Furthermore, we seem to find
testimony by him that our cenonical books were counsidered inspired
as early ss approximetely one century after Christ,

" We find testimony to every book of the New T;stamnt excepts:

Titus I & II Peter
Fhilemon I, IT & III John
James ' 4 Jude

B4 Westoott, ope site, ppe 101, 148, 107, 108, 185
5Gs Gregory, op. cite, pe 97,
66, " Weataoott, 22. _GEQ. Pe 1724
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The Socond Epistle of Cleument

The author of this work was not Clement but probably an untnem
Gentile«®? Even Eusebius nn& Jerome questioned its genu:lne:nen.sa
Furthermore, the work itself is a homily rather than a letter.%®
Cherteris believes that this Homily was spoken or delivered in the
eity of Corinth and hence come to be assoolated with the Epistle of
t'::l.c:'-ucn:ﬂ:..6u Thore is also en Alexandrine influence noted in the use
of the 0ld Testament Apoerypha and tho Gospel to the Egypt:lans.sl
Thé date spparently cen be placed at 120-140 L.D.Gz

Lot us look et those books of our New Testement atteated by this
sermon. The Book of Matthew is evidenced when the author writes, "ind
moreover another Scripture said, 'I came not to call righteous men but

1263

ginners, This is also found in !arke FKFeore aro three free

quotations from lMatthew found in this Homilys

[Christ) seys Himselfs 'Him that' confesses 'me in the
foce of?' men will I confoss 'in the fece of! my Father.
"For whet' ig the profit 'if' a men 'shall gain the vwhole
world end lose his soul?' Let us not therefore only call
Fim "Lord,' for this will not save us; for he says, 'llot
everyone who saith to mo Lord, Loxrd,' shall be seved,
but he that doeth 'rightcousness.!Gé

The Gospel of Ste Luke is echoed hore when the author of the Homily
writes, "fho Lord saith in the Gospel, 'If ye kept not that which is .
small who will give you that which is great? For I say unto you that

5?- Charteriﬂ. 22. o’.t.. PP. Iﬂii, Xixe

58, Westoott, OPe O_i-i:.' Pe 180.

594 Charteris, Op. _O_iinp Pe xviiie.:

60, Ibid, Pe xiXe

61, m. PDe n:l., xxil.

62. ibia. Pe XXo i 5 %

6%« Second Epistle of Clement, chape II., quoted in Westoott,
Ope cite., pPs 188, e
= 6, Ibid, ocheps. III, VI, Iv, quoted in Westoott, ops oltes

PPe 183.—1.“'




he that is feithful in very little is faithful also in rmoh." The
last cleuse of this is word for word with Luke 1.6110.55 Another
pasaage from II Clement agreecs with Luke:63:32, 35,9 Testoott f£inds
elso traces of the writings of Ste Paul, St. James, and St. John in
this document. Ile shows that e pessege from Isaleh was epplied in a
similar manner by this Houily and by the Epistle to the Gelatiens,S’
Charteris gives us on sccurate list of all the similar quotutionn;_sa
He finds allusions to these books: Xatthew, liark, Luke, John, Acts,
Fomens, I & II Corinthiens, Ephesians, Fhilippians, I Timothy, Hebrews,
James, I Peters

We find heartening testimony that this author placed a very high
rogard on the "Scriptures® as he calls thems In one guotation we have
seen him state, "he Lord saith in the Gospel." He bLegins enother
possaze similar to Luke 16313, with the expression "God aadl.'l:h-----."69
Surcly he tust heve believed that God was spesking through the Kew
Testament books, :

Vie have si.:rong ind:l.eati.gns that apooryphal books were used. ihen
the muthor writes, "The Lord said: Ly brethren ere these who do the
will of my Father,” we find & 'stronger similarity with the Ebionite
Gospel than that of Hatthew.™® Also, he sets down, “The Lord Himself
having beon ecked by someone when His kingdom will come? |sic| said;

65 Ibid, chap. VILI, quoted in Testoott, ops oit., pe 183.
66, Testoott, ope cite,.Pe 183, ne e

67« Ibid, pp. 161-100s.

68. Charteris, op..cit., ppe Xxil, zx1ii, o
69, II Clement, chape V, quoted in Weatpol:l:.cg%. oite, pe 183.

70, Tbid, ohap. IX, quoted in Westooctt, ope oits, Pe 185,
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Then the Two shall be One, and that which 15 Without es that which 1s
Within, end the Zsle with the Femalo noither lale nor Female;" we

learn from Cloment of Alexandria that this soylng was conteined in

71

the Gospel of the Egyptiens. The first one sg'ema to show a belief

that the words of the Lord wore to be found in t?"’ Ebionite Gospel,

but the Ebionite Gospel could have gotten the Eqﬁbtatlon fron Hatthew

originelly, end the author of Seoond Clement may'simply have found

it useful to employ the wording of the apooryphsl Gospel. Westooti's
copinion is that in the author's mind no other Gospel "occupied the
plece of tho Canonlcal (.'vospeil.gl."i'2 .

List of HNewr Tostament books referred tos

Eatthew Acts : Fhilipplans
lark _Romans I Timothy
, Luke I & II Corinthians Hebrews
John Galatians Jemes
Ephesians I Feter

Dionysius of Corinth and the Letter of Pinytus

Dionysius must heve exerted a good deanl of influence while

Bishop et Corinth (165-198 A.Ds)'° We have seven of the letters which

he wrote to various churches. These ares to the Lacedaemonisus, to

the Atheniens, to tile Ticomedians, to the Gortyniens, to the Amastriens,
to the cnéaians, and 4o the Fomans,’® We shall consider chiefly

this Iasf letter, whioh.was.addreased to Soter, Bishop of Romee In

it we find an indication that the teaﬁhinga of Paul hed remained in

euthority at Corinth. Dicnycius writes to Soter, "Iodey wes the

7le Ibid, chep. XII, quotes in Westoott,. loc. cits
72, Westoott, ops oite, Pe 186s

78. Gragory, gg. E'?f:' Pe 134,

74, Ibid.




Lord's-Day [end] kept holy, and we read your letter; from the reading
of which from time to time we shall be able to derive Mtim. as
we do from the former one written to us by the hand of Clemente"’®
Thus we see that the lotter of Clement had been preserved at this
Church, end, as we sew from our study of Clement, the teachings of FPaul
wore embodied hy Clerent in his epistle. e are also led to believe
that Faul's Epistles were preserved by the Corinthians, for if such
eare had been extended to Clement's letter, why should not they show
the ssme or higher regard for those of Paul??6

The references which Dionysius makes to books of the New Testa-
ment are few, but encouraging. Westcott finds allusions to istthew,
The First Epistle to the Thessaloniens, and The Apooalypse.""
Gregory notices in the Letter to the Amastrisns a trace of Paul's

First Epistle to the Church at Corinth. He finds exhortations on
merriege and purity, also concerning readmitting one who has been
excommmicated from the churche’C Both of these subjects are
discussed by St. Faul in I ond II Corinthianse This conoludes the
number of liew Testament references which we have from Dionysius.
Fow let us see what sort of regerd this bishop hed for the canonicel

bookss

At one place Dionysius speaks of the Soriptures of the Lord.

He writes:

T ' : thems
When brethren urged me to write letters, I wrote
aud these the apostles of tho devil have filled with teres,

75 Eusebius, %g_. cite, IV, 23, quoted in Westoott, ops 0ites Pe 188,
1 . R R

?6. Ibid' p.
77. m‘ p. 192.
78, Cregory, ops oit., pre 154, 136,
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taking awey some things end adding others, for whom the
woe is appointed., It is not wonderful then that some
heve attempted to sdulterste the Soriptures of the Lord,
when they heve formed the design of oorr_t'_;,gﬂfg' those

- which moke no claims to their character.

Westoott sums up this testimony excellently when he observes, "It 1s

evident that ‘the Soriptures of the Lord‘--the writings of the liew

Testement--were at this time collected, that they were distinguished
from other books, that they were jealously gusrded, that they hed
been corrupted for heretical purposes.”™C Charteris agrees that

this expression the Seriptures of the Lord aould heve only neant the

bocks of the New Testament, Kelito and Irenaeus heving used the
expfession in s like monner.8! There may be another indication of
the view Dionysius held of the llew Testament in some information
which EZusebius gives use. He tells us that Dionysius wrote to a
Christien lady named Chrysophora giving to hor "ressonable food.™
Paul wirites in Homsns 1231. of "reasonable service” and Peter in
his First Epistle 2:2, writes of “the ressomable guileless millc,"S2

We cen not use these words as references of Dionysius to our New
Testament, for the phrase is Eusebiué's. but we ecan infer from this
that Dionysius thought highly enough of the Few Testament to "feed
Christ's sheep" with it. While discussing this questlon, it may bewell

t0 mention that we find no traces of opoeryphel writlngs, but rather

en enorgetioc disapprovel of anyone who would tamper with the Seriptures

of the Lord.

79. Dionysius, quoted in Eusebius, looe cit., used by Westoott,
22- eitom &

8. Westcott, ops oites pe 191. .

8l. Cherteris, ops Oites Ps 44, I 1o

82. Gregory, op. 2'1_"5-.7 pps 136, 137.




The Letter of Pinytus fits in very well with our discussion of
Dionysius, for it was written in answer to a letter from Dionysius
himself. ¥e have but one sentenco of this enswering l.ott:eroa"'
Pinytus urges Dionysius to "™upart at some time more uoli:d food,
tenderly feoding the poople committed to hinm with a Lettqr of riper
ingtruction, lest by continually dwelling on milk-like te:noh:lng they
should insensibly grow old without adveneing beyond the 'l:.eaehins of
bnbes.“M We con seo the connection with our Epistle to the Hebrews,
chapter &, verses 12 to 14,

In sumary, we scknowledge that our sourses are scanty and
fraguentary. Yet in these sources the books of the New Testament
are referrcd to, with no contradictory references Ihe canonical
writings are used much in the seme menner as we use them in our
literary discourses %
list of liewr Testameont Looks rei‘erre'd tos
Dionysius:

Eatther
I & II Corinthians

I Thesselénians
Revelation

Finytus:

Eebrews :
Hegosippus "_\
Iieaesipz;u appears to have been born in Falestine of Hebrew
descent, What position he held in the church is not imowm, but e
must heve been influentisls e draw. this conclusion from the fact

that he made a trip to Rome (167188 A.D.),%° stopping off on the

83 Westcott, ope oite, Ps 192.
84. Letter of Fluytus, quoted in Luseblus, loc. cit. used by

Westoott, loc. oit.
85, Wostoott, ops oite, Pe 206, Do Jo




way to visit various blshops, and "finding everywhore the same

dootrine.“as

Later in life he gset down in five volumes the theology
of the bishops and teechers fron cfter the deat!; of Christ to the
time of the composition of these volumes.S? Neturelly, mich
historical material found its way into the compilation, Charteris
soys that the lowoirs were not published until after 177 1\.1).88
Unfortunctely, the work has been lost.

Zuch of our knowledge of llegesippus being from Eusebius, it is
well to discuss the sllence of Eusebius on the references by Hegesippus
to canonicel books, before studying the rcferences themselves.
Cherteris points to Lightfoot's findings, namely that Eusebius oanly
referred to quotations from encient authors when the book was in
dispute.ae Hence we must find the evidence for the use of our lew
Testament books in allusions. Eere are the allusions noted by
Cherteriss Herod's fear at the birth of Christ betockens a knowledge
of imtthew 2, es Epiphanius (Haor. 20,18) also pointed out; the
description of the martyrdom of James the Just indicates Katthew
263644 "when he Eiegesippuﬂ speaks of the Son of man on the right
hand of the mighty power, and about to come on the clouds of heaven;"
cinms" dylng words, "Father, forgive them for they know not what
they do," are the words of Christ on the oross as found in Iuke 23354e3
Hegesippus, if historiens heve it correctly, writes, "Blessed are

your eyes, for they see," otc., and these words ocour in both

86. Eusebius, H.E., IV, 22, quoted in Testootl, ope 0its, Pe 206,
87. Testoott, ops oite, pPe 207, 208,

88, Charteris, 22‘-9-&" Pe 1xxviii,

89, Ibid, Ps Ixxvii,




Matthew 13116, and Luke 10:23.3 in the doath of Jamcs, the orowd has
asked Janes about the "door of Jet_m." reminding us of John's Gospel;
Hegesippus seems to show Luke 19:11, when writing about Domitiants
question as to Christ's Kingdom; tho answer that was given, that Christ
was coming egein in glory to judge the quick and the dead and to

render to each man sccording to his works, points us to II Timothy 4:1l.3

even expressions from the Fastoral Eplstles are woven into the text,
whoen Hegeaippus complains of the heretics that have sprung up since
the Apostles hove died.%0

ks we look et the words Hegesippus uses to desoribe the Hew Testa=
ment, we feel that he viewed it es the very "iord of the Lord."
He writes that in Corinth, he wes refreshed by the sound word (3,:0‘&\5
)';Y"J)'gl He also writes that he fownd in every bishopric that the
doctrine was being proclaimed from the "law end the prophets and the
Lords"™2 ¢ secms to tell us that the entire Holy Scriptures were
being used as the source of dootrine, and that the writings of the
liew Testement were considered the Word of the Lorde In fact, in

4 4
another instance Hegesippus' refers to our Gospels as "Jzqe YPAPAc o83

It may be worthwhile to notice that this msn castigated meny apooryphal

books os having been written in his time and forged by hereticse

Gregory believes that this ocastigation demonstrates that Hogesippus

90, Ibid, p. lxxixe =
9l. ﬂesEoo‘bt, oDe 0lte,y Do 206.

Ixxviiie
92, Eusebius, HeEes IV, 22, quoted in Charterls, op. cltss Pe
88, Stophan Gobur (Gth vents), Fhob Cod. 252 (Sth oent.), quoted in

Charteris, op. oite, pps lxxix, 128+




viewed our real, gonuine New Testement books as truly dating from the
 time of. the Apostles and not from his own dayeod

There are definite 1ndic'at:lms that Hegesippus used apoeryphal
sources £lco as he wrote his Memoirse These apooryphal books ares

The Gospel of the Lebrews, The Syriac Gospel, and Jewish traditions,

Yot Westoott believes such a use was natural; after all, a historisn
uses every source at his oomentass It is thus evident that Hegesippus
went beyond both the 0ld and Few Testament for his sources. Still,
Wosteolt believes the Euseblus! languasge "implies that the Gospel
according to tho hebrews wa;s used by Hegesippus as e supplementery
source, subsidiary to the Gospels.ss
Thereforo, as wo look over the testimony of Hegeaippus, wo see
e taocit spproval of our New Testament as possessed by the churches
of his dey; we find o voiced indication that he believed the?n
inspired by the Lord; and, we find hin charging the writers of
apocryphe with forgeriese.
I.ia'l; of New Testamont books referred tos
Matthew
Luke

John
_ Fastoral Epistles

The Hurstorian Fregeent
Muratori published the fragment nemed after him in the third - -
volume. of Antiquitates Italicae Hedli Aevi (1740).97 ‘The fragnent

94, Grogory, ops oites De 12le :
95. '-Tastcot‘l’:,—%’gs_;ft.. Pe 209. .

96. Ibid, pp. 209, 210.

97. Charteris, ope gi_ton Pe lxxixe
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wes theninaXS. in the Ambrosien Library ot &ilen and hed been in

the monestery at Bobbio.98 The date of the originel writing could

be plae.ed at 170 A.D.%9 The author of the fragzmont is unknowm, and
ot present we have it in & Letin form1%0 A good desoription of its
present form is found in the words of Tregelles, who evaluctes it
thus, "Its cvidence is not the less trustworthy from its bei_z‘lg a
blundering and illiterate transeript of a rough and rustlec translation
of a Greek originale."101 Furthermore, it might be said thet the
frageent appears to be made up of "dislocated 1;1eoea.“ the connections
between the sentences being rather difficult to sae.10% iestoott
believes it to be a fragment of some Gree}: Apologetic work, perhaps
oither a "Dialogue with s ome heretic," or "deto.chgd pleces taken from

different perts of a considereble work,"05 :
Let us look at the referonces to our Hew Tostament books. FWestoott

has a thorough list of the testimony %0 our Gospels. He writes:

The Fragment comnences with the lsst words of a
sontence which evidently referred to the Gospel of
St. ¥ark. 7The Gospel of St. Luke, it is then said,
stands third in order (in the Canon], having been
written by 'Luke the physician' the companion of
Ste Faul, who, not being himself an eye-witness,
based his narrative on such information es he could
obtain, beginning from the birthaof John, The
fourth place is given to the Gospel of St. John 'a
disciple of the Lord,' snd the ococasion of its

898, 1Ibid
9%, "c‘ées%;o-l:t infers his date from the fact that the documsnt :l.ts:].o:
olaims to have been written by a contemporary of Flusj hence it can
be much leter:then 170.-..&'.!)3,11%’9;:;0'&;50 ope oite, Pe 212,
100. Grego ODw+0ites PPe ] . -
101, rregeﬁ;sjp‘ca'f.'" liure, pe 10, quoted in Charteris, ps lzxxe
102. Charteris, Opa Gites Pe.1xxZe
108, Westoott, Op. oites Pe 215.
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composition is thus desoribed: 'At the entreaties of
his fellow-disciples and his bishops John salds "Fest
with we for three days from this time, and whatsoever
shall be revealed to each of us [ghéether it be favour-
able to my writing or not] let us rolete it to one
another.® On the same night it was revealed to Andrew
one .of the Apostles that John should relate all things
in his own name, aided by the revision of all! , « »
*what wonder is it then thet Johm brings forward each
doteil with so much emphasis even in his Epistles,
saying of himself, "what we have seen with our eyes
and heard with our ears and our hends have hendled,
these things have we writton to yout™ For so he
professes that he was not only en eye-witness, but
elso a hearer, and moreover a historian of all the
wondorful works of the Lord in order.'

Though thers is no trace of any reference to the
Gospel of St. lintthew, it 1s impossible not to
believe that it occupied the first place among the
four Gospels of the anonymous writer.”

e » « Hext to the Gospels the book of the Acts
is mentioned as containing a record by St. Iuke *of
thoso acta of all the Apostles which fell under his
own notice.' That this was the rule which ae
prescribed to himself ia shewn, it is added, by
tthe omission of the martyrdom of Peter and the
Journey of Faul to Spaine'

Thirteen Eplstles are aettributed to St. Paul;
of these ninec wore addressed to Churches, and four
%0 individuel Christiens. The first class suggests
an enelogy with the Apocalypse. As St. John when
wrlting for all Christians wrote specially to seven
Churches, so Ste Paul slso 'wrote by name only to
seven Churches, showing thereby the unity of the
Catholic Church though ke wrote twice to the
Corinthians ond Thessalonians for their correctian.!
The order in which these Eplstles are enumerated is
remarkeble: 1 and 2 Corinthiens, Ephesiens, Fhilippians,
Colossians, Galatians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Romanse
This order may heve been determined by a particuler
wiew of their contents, since it aprears that the
aunthor attributed to St. Paul e special purpose in
cach Epistle, saying that 'he wrote at greater length
first to the Corinthians to forbid heretical schism;
afterwards to the Galations to put a stop to
circumoisions then to the Fomang, according to the
rule of the O01ld Testement Soriptures, shewing at ¥
the same time that Christ was the foundation of thene




The second class includos all that are received nows
'an Epistle to Philemon, one tc Titus, and two to
Timothy," which though written only 'from personal
feeling and affection, are still hallowed in the
respect of the Catholic Church; for (or in) the
arrangement of ecolesiastical disciplinc.

+ « o 'Horeover,'! it is said, 'there is in circula-
tion an Epistle to the Laodiceans, and senother to the
Alczendriens forged under the name of Faul bearing on
the heresy of liarcion, and several others which can
not ‘be received into the Catholie Churche For zall
.ought not to be mixed with honey., The epistle of Jude
howover ("sane") ond two Eplstles bearing the name of
John are received in the Catholie Church 194 (or
are reclkoned among the Catholic Epistles )¢ And the
book of Wisdom written by the friends of Solomon in
his honour 1is acknowledged . e receive moreover
the Apocalypses of John and Peter only, which latter
soma of our body will not have read in the Church.!?

After this mention is made of the Shepherd, and
ol' the writings of Valentinus, Basilides, and others:
and so the Fregment onds abruptly.l?

As we sge the long list of our Hew Testament books in this .Fragmenh.
the thought neturally srises, "ihy are some omitted?" Westcott gives
us a list of thesc missing bookss I Pei_:er, and I John, James, II Peter,
and Hebrews.106 e alsc_: gives his opinion &s to why they are oml ttede
"It [fhe reason for the omissionf] must be sought either in the
character of the writing, or in the present condition of the text,"107
It mist be remembered thst we have here only a fragmente Vho can say
what was in the rest of the manusoript? After all, the First Epistle
of Ste John was mentioned eerlier in the Fragment, out of its proper
plece; I Feter was accepted by Polyoarp and Fapias, and there is no

104, Zohn believes it is elmost positive thet here II & III John are
meent, Ie believes furthermore that there was no question about n.o:h.
guthentioity of these two Epistles; it was Just thet they wl‘:;:a!' Zehn
ciroulated and used to a large extent, because they are so * ¢
"Canon of Seripture," op. cit., 894« '

106. Westaott, ops olts, Ppe 214-218.

106, Ibid, Pe 219, .

107, 7Tbid,
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ovidenco of its evor having been disputed; moreover, Hebrews and James
would not hove been omitied when Jude and even apocryphal books were
mentioned.198 So the absence of these books from this "canon® does
not worry use.

Our next aim is to attempt to discover what regard this Fragment
exhiblits for :bhe canonical books, e find written:

Though various ideas (principia) are taught in each

of the Gospels, it mekes no difference to the faith

of believers, since in all of thenm ell things are

declared by one soverelgn Splrit concerning the

Hativity, the Passion, the Resurrection, the conversa=

tion of of our Lord with His disciples, end His

double Advent, first in humble guise, which has taken

place, i&g afterwards in royel power which is yet

future.
This dofinitely shows a belief on the part of the author that God
was speeking in the four Gospels. We must conclude that the men held
the semo vicw for the rest of the books of his "undisputed” canon
which wore also the work of the Apostles. Weosteott points out that
there does not appeer to be an ergument or hint as to the acpeptance
of these Gospels only after a struggle or et a late dete; and, if
you admit that our Gospels were held in such high esteenm from tho very
first, even when orsl tradition abounded, then you confirm the
testimony of all of the fragments up to this time, If you deny that
these bocks were ascoépted ollulong, then you make a-hopeless riddle
of the lenguege of this author, who hed probably talked with Polycarpe
You must then suppose that our Geagels, beocame the ‘sole authority

only in this author'é time, while previously they had been assooiated

108, 1Ibid
m: ) ’b.onian F‘Exent. quoted in Vestoott, ope cite, PPe 215, 216,
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with meny othor gospels. Yet as we have said, the author of this

Fragment seems to indicate that the four Cospels had always hold the
place of .sole authority,110

How the church felt about the apoecryphe hus been seen in this
Fragment, when the writer declared that "gall ought not to be mixed
with honeye" He listed the Epistles to the Laodiceans and the

Alexandriens as definitely oxoluded Apoorypha. Tho iiisdom of

Solomon is acimowledged, and the Apocalypse of Feter is spoken ng_einat..

In conclusion, we acknowledge the importance of this Fragment.
This is the earliest attempt at a canon of the liew Testement books thet
we heve at our disposal. It is encouraging to soe thet most of our
book .sre included.
A1l of our New Testomont books are found in this oanon excepts
Habrews
Janes
I Peter
i1 Peter
I John -

ielito, Bishop of Sardis

lelito wes Dishop of Serdis during end after the reign of larcus
Aurdlius (oa. 160 A.D.)i1l mne list of his writings includess some on
Hospitality; on Easter, end on the .I.‘;ﬂ;lf. day; on the Church, on
(Ohristion) Citisenship end Prophots, o, Prophecy, on Iruth, on Baphishs
on the Crestlon, snd Birth of Christ, on the nature of Mam, end cn the

Soul end Body; on the Fomation of the World, end according to one

110, Westcott, op. cite, Pe 216
111. chnrbeﬂ;,-_oag.ﬁu PPe 44, Ne 1, 314,
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1

reeding, on the Organs of sense;-on the Interpretation of Soripture;
on the Dovil, and on the Ine;.rnat:i.m.im ; 2

An interesting writing is his letter to a fellow-Christian,
Onosimug, who had _reques‘l:ed him "to meke seleotions for him from the
Lew gud Prophets concerning the Savior and the Faith genorally,”
and in addition, wanted to learn the agocurate "account of the Old
(7ader) Bookse™18 ye1ito writess "having gone therefore to the
Eest, and reached the spot where each thing was preached and done,
and having leerned acourately the Books of the Old Testament, I have
sent o list of them,"1% Such o statement as this seems to indicate
that a Few Testament was at hand. Mentioning the "0ld Books" indicates,
véry probably, a éontmsting with the ™iew Books."™ Furthermore, |
calling these books "0ld" implies thet the "New" were on a par with
then,

A gsecond writing, "Oration of Helito the philosopher, who was

in the presence of intonius Caesar" (ca. 170 A.D.ns) has come dom

to us in e Syriec ‘!:mmalad;:l.on..]']'6 Since 1t is an apologetic work, we
oan not expeot to find meny references to our lew Testament. Westoott
finds that the traces of the Gospels are e:tremel.y_rard here, the
Gospel of John being the most certain. There. are, however, more
references to our Epistles. The chief ones achoed are St. James,

The First Epistle of Peter, and the:Second Epistle of Poterell?

112, Westoott, ope cite, ppe 223, 224. _
115: Eusa'brl.us: ﬁgﬂ-. TF: 26, quoted in Westecott, ops cite, Pe 22l.

114, Westoott, Yoo. oite

1s. Ch:r::r:l;,_o—_g. oit., Ds 44, Be 1, Gregory gives the date as
178 AOD.' OPe oit..’ Pe 1“:-

116. Hes OEE'E, 22. ﬁ.. Pe m'

117, Ibid.
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i‘.iel.i‘to also wrote a troatise "0n the obedience of.‘mith." a phrase
.comon to Paul (Rom. 135 & 16328,)3 end, thero is elso a!treatise
on the Apocalyse,ll8

' In spite of the scanty references to our books, we £ind all the
teaching of these bocks present, as we look et o fregment said to be
from the treatiss On Faith by Eelito. In this work he writes:

o have made collections from the Law and the
Prophets relative to those things which have been
declored respecting Our Lord Jesus Christ, that we
may prove to your love that He is perfect Reason,
the Viord of God; Who was begotten before the light;
Who was Creator together with the Father; whowas the
Fashicner of manj Who was all in all; #ho among the
Patriarchs was Patriarchj 'tho in the leaw was the Law;
auong the priest Chief Priest; among kings Governor;
amony prophets the FProphet; among the Angels Archangel;
in the Voice the Word; among spirits Spirit; in the
Father the Son; in God God; the Xing for ever and
evers For this was Ho who was Pilot to Hoshj Tho
conducted Abraham; Who was bound with Isaac; Who was
in exlle with Jacobs Who was sold with Joseph; Tho
was Ceptain with loses; Who was tho Divider of the
inheritence with Jesus the son of Fun;'Who in David
end the Prophets foretold His omn sufferings; Who
was born at Bethlehem; Who was wrapped in swaddling
oloths in the menger; Who was seen of shepherdss Who
was glorifiod of Angels; ¥ho wes worshipped by the
Lagl; Who was pointed out by Johnj; Vho assembled the
Apostles; Who preached the lkingdom; Tho healed the
meimed; Who gave light to the blind; Who reised the
desd; Who eppeared in the Temple; Who was not believed
on by the people; Who was betrayod by Judas; lho wes
10id hold on by the Friests; Who was condemmed by
Pilate; Who was pierced in the tlesh; Tho wos hanged
upon the tree; Who was buried in the earths; Vho rose
from the dead; Who appeared to the Apostles; Viho
ascended to heaven; Who sitteth on the right hand of
the Father; %Who is the Rest of those that are departed,
the Recoverer of those who are lost, the Iight of
those who are in darkness, the Deliverer of those wiho
are-captives,.the Finder of those who have gone astray,
the Refuge of the afflicted, the 'Bridegroom of the

118, Ibid.
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Church; the Charioteer of the Cherubi, the cap.tain of the
Engels, God who is of God, the Soh who is of the Bther.
Jesus Christ, the King for ever end ever, Amen.t

Looking over this testimony we see that although references to
individual books are soarce, iielito has implied the existence of a
collection of the "New Books"™ as opposod to the "Old"Books,™ and in
~ addition has shown a knowledge of Christian teachings contradicting
none of the Hew Testament teachings:

List of ew Testament books referred to:

The Gospel of John
Romans

I Feter

II Peter
Revelation

Claudius Apollinarus

Cleudius was o contemporary of %e11t0.120 Chertcris mekes him
.IBiahop of Hicrapolis ome 180 AJDel2} The testimony which we shall
congider was written by Claudius -concern:lng the date for the Easter
oelebratione He writes: "Some say that the Lord ate the lamb with
his digoiples of the 14th (of Nisan) and suffered himself on the
émat day of unleavened breed; and thoy state that Matthew's narrative
is in eccordence with their vicwj while it follows that their view 1s
et variance with the lawy, and a-ceording to then the Gospols seem to
disapgres, 122

The importence of this testimony is that the Gospels are assumed
to have been acoepted for a long time, no indication being givem

119, Cureton, Spicilegium gﬂaoig. ppe 53, 54, quoted in Westoott,
EE" °it'! PPes 224-, .
it e Testoott, ops 2_1_;., Pe 2:.'8!. :
le Charteris, cpe 0itss; Pe 585 Ne le
122: Claudius ipo 1 _T'u;. £r. ape Routh, I, pe 160, quoted in

Westoott, loc. oite S
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that they had just recently emerged victorious over apocryphal Qfapeil.-.
Secondly, it will be evident thab the author assumes that the Gospels
cannot ‘disegree, using this es an argument for hisview,

List of New Tostament books reforred tos : .

liatthew
The Gospels

Theophilus

Theophilus, we ars told by Westcott, was e heathen by birth and
a native of the East. According to Eusebius he was Bishop at Antioch
during the time of larous Aurelius.125 The most important works of
his, remeining, are three books to his learned heathen friend
Autolycuse. Thoophilus was &rying.to oonvince him of the truth of the
Christian raligion.m% !

As we look into these three volums we find references to Latthew,
John, Romans, I & iI Corinthiens, Ephesiens, Fhilippians, Colosslans,
I E(.‘imothy. Titus, Hebrews, I Peter, end agcording to Eusebius, Revolution.us

The most importent testimony is that concerning the inspiration of
these books. Gregory gives us exple evidence that Theophilus aid
believe the liow Testament to be the Word of Gods He tolls us how
Theophil'us spoke of the prophets aa. "spirit_-bearers of the Holy
Spirite” Theophilus spesks.of the 01d Testersnt, saylng it “*teachew
us the Holy Spirit by the prophets,” "teaches the divine scripture,”
"the divine soripture,” "the divine seriptures." Now, GregIy seyss

Theophilus spplies the same deseription to the Apostld John, when he

123, Gregory apparently holis to a slightly later date, glving
181-150 A.D. as the term :}' Theophilus! bishopric, ops olte, Pe 1838e

124. 'i'i"aa‘lio'bt. %2. oit 88 PO 2280 3

126, Ibid, ppe 220, 229
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writes, "ihonoce the holy Soriptures and all the spirit-bearers teach us,
of whom John seys: In the beginning wes the Word, and the Word was with
God, showing thet at first God only was and in Him the Word." dJoun

is here mde a "spirit-bearer™ also.lzs Gregory opposes the opinion:
that Theop!}ilus regarded the New Testement of less value than the Old,
stating thet this Antiochen bishop elmost seems to place the liew
Testement above the Old. Thisis demonstrated when Theophilus represents
" the New Testament es giving more commending statements as to morals,
Coflen chestity.127 He writes, "'And the gospel voice teaches in the
strongest manner about chastity, saying'==not to look at a woman with
evil thought, ari.;l not to put awey a wife."1%% The value placed upon
the Epistles by Theophilus is shown when he alludes %o St. Faul's
Epigtle to Ti'l_'.us in this fashion: "And furthe_r also about the being
subjeot to powers and euthorities and praying for them, the divine word
commands us that 'c.'c; should.-lead a calm and quiet 1ife."2° there is

no migtaking his meaning when he says "the divine word oomunds use"

In view of all this testimony, Gregory concluies, "There is to my mind
aot the shadow of a doubt that Theophilus had the bulk of our Few
Testement books, and that he regarded: them in gemsrel as all of them
equal in authority to the books of the 01d Tegtament,"130

1ist of Iew Tostament books referred tos

ot thew 2 I & II Corinthians I Timothy J
John Ephesians Hebrews ——
Romans Fhilippiens I Poter

Titus Colosgians Revelation

126, Gregorys ';'Ei oite, ppe 138, 139

127, Ibid, pe . / / d in G

128, Theophilus, & 7ocxscWin dvyypppatag, 18, quoted in Grogorys
ﬂ. ocit, Pe 139. .

189, 'Ibia, 3. 14, quoted in Gregorys Ops oils, Pe 1éle

130.‘ Gmgow. OPe ﬁ.. P. 1‘-‘2.
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Athenagoras
Hot much is lmow about Atlenagoras. ie have only his omn writings.
Eusebius and Jerome ignore hin 181 The superseription of his Apology,
addressed to iarcuc Aurelius and hic son Comaodus, informs us thet he
was an Athenion end e philosophorel®2 The Apology was entitled "A
mission about Christions (vpsqdsia mpt XpesTeasnir) #1585 Grogory adds that

he also wrote an essay on the Resurrection from the desd, and further-
rore, pleces the date of Athenegoras' testimony at 177 A.D.lu
Westecott tells us tllxnt Athenagoras made "taolt references™ in his Apology
to latthar, John, Romens, I Corinthisns and Galatians; St. Luke and

I Timothy are doubtful. Paul is cslled "the apostle” in the treatise

On the Resurrcction, and I & II Corinthians are echoed, 158 Gregory

offers us en instence which secems to have been drevm chiefly from
Hatthew end partly from Luke: M:henngn'ra writes, "#hat then are 'lme
words on which we heve been brought up? I say unto you: Love your
enemies, bless those who ourse you, prey for those who persecute you,
80 that ye mey be sons of your Father in the heavens, who ceuses His

156
sun o rise on the ovil end good, and rains upon just and unjuste™

Wostcott adds that in this last instence, Athenagoras not only says
of the words of Matthew, "These are the words in which we are reared,”

but also "with whioh we ere nourisheds" 3! We might conclude from this

151, Testcott, ops oites De 229,

152, Ibid,

135, Toid, e

134, Groegory, Ope 0ites Do @

135, Yestcott, Ope Oltes PPe 2295 2306
136, Athenugor;a':%egm:'ohnp. 11, quoted in Grogory, ope oite, Pe 168,
137 Westoott, 10v. cits, De Ge . .
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that the book of Haotthew and probably the other New Testament 'book;
were thought to heve tho power to nourish people, nemely that the Holy
Spirit through them nourished people up in the:l.:.- most holy faith,

list of lYiar Testement books referred to:

YHatthew Romons
Luke I Corinthians
John Calatians
I Timothy
Conolusion

In gpite of the mesger sources and fragrents of this period,
in addition to the apologetic nature of the writings, the stuéy of
this period has besn profiteble, 7hen placed side by side with our
first chapter, thére is witness for every cenonical book with the
oxception of the Second Epist-le of Peter. Furthermore, as we study
the teatimony of the age of the Apolo.gi.sts, we sec a gencral high
regerd for the liew Testament writings, to the point of speaking of
thoir authors as "spirit-bearers.” Finally, only one _bOOk. The

Apocalypse of Peter, has found acceptance in the Canon of the
138

Christian Church, end that acceptance is a doubtful one.

138, Viestoott, Ope o_i_t_-. Pe 230«
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III. The Early Versions of the Hew Tostament

Our finel chapter is in itself the summation of 2ll our study.
We shall see thet the early Versions are a very mncient testimony
reaching back almost to the earliest days of Christianity. Further-
more, we shall find included in these Cenons every book of our Hew
Testament with the exception of the .Second Epistle of Peter. Also,
it will be evident from the cere and regard which the people showed
for these ecrly Versions, that theywere particular which books went
into theme A bock had to be generally epproved and tested before it
was included. That that testing was we can not know, yet it must

have been the testing of being tried by the Christians and found to

contein the paver of the Spirit. It is clear that the apooryphal tooks

could not moet that test, for without exception, not oze found its
weay into either of these early Canonse

The Syriss

The Syriec Version of the New Testament is undoubtedly of great

entiguity, The exect date is not knowd, Gregory thinks he is giving
a very ™modest® opinicn when he ventures 170 A.De as the dates®
Westoott tells us that most scholars place it within the first holf
of the second century.®

Indeed, there are quite a few reasons why we should think it to

be of such sn early date. In.spite of the fact that it hes been

le Greégory, ops oite, pe 166e
2. 'v‘feﬂteot‘;,-bn . Oito. Pe 243,
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revised quite often, tho language still ropresents in partithe

Arereic which wes spoken in Palestine.® It is knowm also that books

at a very early dete wero translated from Syriac to Greek; why not
expect that the Gresk Now Testament books were trensiated into Syrisctd

Bardesenes, author of a Syriac Dialogue,On Fate,could scarcely have

opposed larcion as he did without the use of a Syriac version of the
Blblee? FEusebius, moreover, tells us that Hegosippus "made gquotations
from the Gospel acoording to the Hebrews and the Syriac and especially i
from [writingsin f]the Hebrew language, shewing 'l-;hereby that he was
o Chrigtion of Hebrew descent."® Ephraen Syrus, & deacon of Edessa
in the fourth century, demonstrates the gntiqu:l.ty of the Tersion.
He treats it as @ book of "established authority,” calls it "Our

Version," and although the Eastern d_iale_ots are "proverbially permanent,"

the “lungua:z;e even in his time had become pariially obao:l.e'lm."'r To
close the argument, we note tl:at by the fourth century all the Syrien
Ghristianl of any sect hed a.ooepted th:ls one Syriac Version. There
‘lvould undoubtedly have heen a rival version if the "Syriac" had not
been clrecdy established through usage over a long period of years,
8

before the first heresies became commons

-

It is heartening to hear that most of our lew Testazent canon

was included in the Syriac Versiom. Grogory tells us that every
canonicel book exeept II & IIT John, II Feter, Jude, end Revelation,

S« JTbid, p. 237. .
g.‘ m‘ Pe 240.
10id o 240, 241
6: mrsaﬁiﬁf. H.E:, Iv: 22, quoted in ?Iestoott. Ope clte, Do 241,
7« Westaoott, loc oite
8. Ibid, pe 21z,




were agoeptods The book of Revelation found remdier soceptance in
the Wests II and II John wore rather private letters; and II Peter
was not known everywhere until the end of the third century.g It
soems peculiar that Jude was not accepted, sinse it had been written
in Palesiine "end eppecrs to be necessarily connected with « « « the
Eplstle of St Jamss," 0

The question of the acceptance of epooryphal books finds a
completo nogetion here, Although mm:.ly_unoanem:loal books were current
throughout the Bast, thore siumply is not one included in this "earliest
~Yersion,"lt

In conclusion; we may ssy we find excaollent testimony to the
proscnce of our Hew Testament books ot this eerly date. It may elso
be noticed that no Judaistisc influence m;tilated the Syriac Version,

for tho writings of St. Peul were all acoepted.
Every liew Testament book is received oxoepts
II Poter
II & III Jon
Jude
Revaelation

The 01d Labin -

This Version originated in lorthera Africa, where Chris tiens
were in grest sbundance, near the end of the second century. They did
not speak Greek as their follow Latins in Ttaly did. Their spesch
was a "peculiar form of lLatin, vigorous, olastic, end coplous, havever

far removed from the grace and elegence of & olassical gtandard.™2 -

9¢ Gregory, ops cite, pe 156
10, Westeot';.-da.. Iko, Pe 245,
11, Ibid, p. 226.

12, ' Westaott, Ope clte, Pe 260.




Tertullion of North Africa (om. 190 A.D.)!® usss meny Latin quotations

of Soz-ipture and speaks of latin as the language of his church, exhibit-

ing the pres‘enea of one distinet Versiom, even though there is no

church remaining in that area todsy to teatify to that fact.l¢ ' Irenacus,

one of the vory eerliest lLatin wr:l.t.ers. undoubtedly utilized this 0ld ‘

Latin Version when he made his own translation. We find meny verses

wWhich must have been taken over bodily from the Ig_tu;l.l.i:i__m.aa it is
called, for these verses agree with the "most trustworthy Zanusoripts
of thé Version,".B Thus-a'eeing thet the Version goes back into the
eorliest of Latin writers, end allowing some time for usage to
stereotype ‘the quotations, Westcolt concludes that we can not ;)la.ce the
date of this Vers;.ori any laterthan 170 A.Del® Furthermore, seeing
thet the various books sppesr to have been translated by different
authors, probably at different times, Westoott conjectures that the

translotion is "eoevel with the introduction of Christianity into

; 17
Africa, end the result of spontaneous efforts of African Christians.

Gregory informs us as to the contents of this Canon. He says it
included the four Gospels, the book of Acts, thirteen Epistles of
Faul, I Peter, I, II & III John, Jude, and gmlation. He does not
£ind II Peter or Jemos. Hebrews may have been included, under the
authorship of Barnabas.18 . : 2 ‘

Tertullien (190 A.Ds) shows by his language that the Epistle !
o the Hebrews had not been accepteds ' He is arguing ageinst a second

13. Gregorys ODe cite, Pe 1560

14, Westeott,'gga—oft.. PPe 250=263« = .
16, Ibid, ppe 266, &b7s -

16.- _m, Pe 257« ¢ x

17. m, De 268, -

18, Gregory,s Ope Lizo. Pe 156.



repentance for {lagrant evil-doers:

"The discipline of the Apoatles is thus oleer and
decisive « « o I wish, however, though it be superfluous,
to bring forward also the testimony of a oompanion of
the Apostles, well fitted to oconfirm the discipline of
his teachers on the point before uss For there is °
extont an Epistle to the Hebrews which bears the name
of Darnabas. The writer has consequontly edequate
euthority, as being one whom St. Faul placed beside
himself in the point of comtinence; end certainly the
Epistle of Barnabas it more commonly received among the
Church then the Apocryphal Shepherd of adulterers."

Testeott tells us that Tertullien quoted Hobrews 6:4-8 after writing
the ebove.2Y 7This demonstratés that this Church Father truly had in

mind our Eebrews ond not the apoeryphel Epistle of idarnabas. Also, we

see that this writing shows that Hebrews must not have beon in the

0ld Latin Version, for this was really Tertullien's strongest argument,

yot he felt he could only use it as secondary evidence. If Hebrews
hed been in the 01d Latin Version, Tertullian would heve put this

argunent first, iestoott has oxemined the Cleromontane Lanuscript of

theo book of Hebrews in the Latin Vugiate. He believes that the text

indiontes thet the translation from the Greek wes made ot & very early
date, also that it had not been subjected to the revision common to
boolrs of the 0ld Latin Versions The latin is still .very sirple,

"perhaps the-aimplist form of the Vetus ‘Latina."?l * Henge it probebly

vas not in the 01d Letin Canon, as dJerome had indicated when he wrote,

"The custom of tho Latins received it note"22
. Tertullien quotes the book of Revelation very often, asoribing 1t

19, fTertulllen, de Pud:lo., cheps 20, quoted in Westoott, Ope oites Pe
20, iestcott, o Eg_—e Tes Do 260 -

21. Ibid. Pc. 5' 66

22, Jerome, quoted in 'ﬁ‘estoot‘b. ope cites Pe 266,




%o Sts qfolm. Horoover, those quotations agrec with the corresponding
passages in the Apocalypse of the Vulgate, and all 1ndio¢liiona point

to the fact that the Apccalypse wos, from the earliest times, incorporated
in the African Cesnon as Sex-i.p'lmrcua3

The same is not true of the Sccond Eplstle of Peter. Westeott has

oxemined the lenguege of this epistle in the Yulgato and draws the
following conclusions: that in the Vulgate, wiiich incorporated much of
the Vetus Latina, the languege of II Peter differs a good deal from that

of I Peter and from the text of other parts of the Vulgate. Iiow, if

they had both beeon edmitted at the seame time to the 0ld Latin Canon,

they probably would have been transleted by the same man; as it is, the
translotion of II Peter differs from that of I Peter even in words
common to both; the seme differenceisobservable in the case of II Peter
and Jude, parts of vhich are almost 'i.dentical in Greek; still, two
different men may have translated II Peter, but when on top of this we

consider that Tertullien mekes no mention of the Epistle, we are led

to conclude that it had mbt been transiated by his timees
; The language of the Epistle of Sta Jumes, as found in the Tulgate,
also shows' incications of the work of a speoial translators In
addition, it seems to have been trenslated later than the acknowledged
booka .26 _
Looking back over this testimony; we see that almost every book:
of our Few Testeament has been acimouledged in this anclent Canons

Furthermore, the books were valued so highly, that they were quoted By

23, Tiestoott, ope cit., ppe 261, 262.
24. Ibid. PPe 263. 264. 265, —
25.. . m. P. 265.




Tertulllan as conclusive for dootrine. Equally important is the
. fact that no Apoerypha or "foreizn element™ have found their way into
this \Ters:l.on?s :

Every book of the ¥ew Testoment is attested excepts

Hebrews

James

1II Peter
- Conolusion

With the exemination of the evidence afforded by these two
enoient versions, the Syriac and the Vetus Latina, we can bring a
suitable conclusion to our studys We shall find that our three
oontrolling purposes heve been fulfillad. )

In the first place we have discovered in these two Versions a
confirmation of the testimony of various individuals from the Apostolic
days omwerd, Ve have here a list of books sanctioned not by private
testimony, but by public use in the public services of the church,
Furthermore, these Vorsions are a witness from the earliest times.
Viesteott ovaluates them thuss

They furnish a proof of the authority of the books

which thoy oontain, wide-spread, continuous, reaching

%o the utmost verge of our historioc records. Thelr real

weight is even grestor than this; for when history first

speoks of them it speaks as of that which was recognised

as a heritage from an earlier period, whi canoct have

been long after the days of the Apostles.

In the second plece, we see the.déep reverence and high regard
folt in the Christien Church concerning the cancnical books by the

way the churches guarded these two ancient Versians, -Ihe Western

Church, in the 01d Latin Version had clung tenaciously toall of

26, Ibid, p. 268.
27, Westoott, op. cits, Pe 267s




the books,2® while the Eastern Church had held just as strangly to its
first cemons And it will be remeubered that the Syrisc Version did
not contain all tho looks. These Eastern Christians were so zealous
for the purity of their liew Testament that they would not chenge their
Judgment and include the missing books until centuries later.Z® It
was only in the fifth century that "it was revised after the Greek
texl:."so’.-'festoot'b remarks on the adherence of the Eastern Christisns
to their first list of books in thi.; ranners
And cenr this element of fixity be without its influence

on our estimate of the basis of the Syrian Canon? Cen that

which was guarded so jealously have been made without care?

Cen thet which was receivod witliout hesitation by Churches

which differed on grave doctrines have been formed originally

without the sanction ff some power from vhich it was felt

there was no appenl?s :
Ho goes on to explain their error as arising "not from the prineciple
of conservetism on which it rested, but fromthe inperfect data by
which the sum of Apostolio teaching was doterminede">2

Thirdly, we have noticed the opinion of Christendom on the
apooryphal books as sumned up in these enoient Verslons. Not one
epooryphal bpok found acceptance in either cenon. Yes, various
individual writers end churches did from time to time show & verying
dogres of respect for these books, - But the voice of early Christendom
spealing in these two osnons excluded every one from the list of Hew
Tostamext books. To sum it up, " « « s by enlarging our view so 83

to comprehend the vhole of Christendom end unils the different Mdnes

28. The Second Epistle of Peter does not have as much historical
attestation as the rest of the bookss

29. Wentoott, op. oite, ppe 267, 268,
80, Alfred Durdni, Wihe New Testoment,” The Catholic Encyelopedis,
1912 ed.' XIV, 533.

Sls Westoott, 0pe oites; Do 267«
32e Ibhid, Pe 268«




of Apostolic tradition, we obtain with one exception a perfect Hew
Testement, without the admixture of sny forpign eloment."S° The
Apostolic Fathe:;s, the Apslogzists, the early Versioms, all threc,
tell us that our New Testawent iz the ancient covenent accepted by

the Church and aclnowledged by thom as the Word of Code>%

33, Iblde Westcott conjestures that the indefinite address of
II Poter may have kept it from circulating as freely as the rest of
the bookse y

34, A study of the early heretics would corroborate our findings,
end show that even the opponents of the Church, either by seeking to
find sanction for their heresies in the cenonical books or by attacks
on cononical books, indicate the authority assigned thék in the Church.
Cf, Westcotl, ope oit., ppe 270=326,
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