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FOREWORD 

The study of the formation of the New Testament Canon holds 

a fascination for the Christien. He eagerly desires to look back 

into the history of those books which mean so much to hin. Ke 

wonders how the God of history asaured to these books the unique 

position they have held end hold. He wants to find the historical 

"certainty of those things" wherein he has “been instructed." 

So it is that a man will search into the history of the apostolic — 

days end of the times immediately following. In the searoh he will 

find that there is very early testimony, and a sufficient amount of 

it, that every book oxoept the Second Epistle of Peter was to be 

found in use at some place in the churches of the first and second 

centuries. Some churches even made a list of them, us we find the 

Romen Church doing in the iuratorien Fragment. He will also find 

thet these books were held in very high esteem by the possessors of 

them. They placed them in an equal position with the Old Testament 

Soriptures. They called then "The Soriptures," “The Divine Word," 

"The Oracles of the Lord." When referring to passages from then, 

they said "as it is written," or "asiit is said," expressions used 

in roferring to the ‘Qld Testament bookse The Christians of the 

early times used them es the stendard for doctrines, and believed 

that the books were in truth bearers of the Holy Spirit to peoples 

  

1. Luke 1:4.      



So it is that the searcher will find the poople cherishing the books 

as inspired. Furthermore, he will find that the so-called apocryphal 

books were not so held. Yet as: he continues his searoh there is one 

thing that he will not find. He will never discover the reason why 

these early Christians held these books to be inspired. In the end 

he must come to the same conclusion as Athanasius did in his yearly 

letter (Ep. Fest. 39), 367 AcDes "I thought it well » « « to put 

down in order the canonised books of which we not only have learned — 

from tradition but also believe [ypon the evidence of our own hearts‘] 

that they ere divine. It will be necessary for a man to conclude 

those books inspired which give Christ to him--in the words of Luther 

“ves Christum treibet:" 

Therefore in this study, I purpose to consider but the first 

threo of these questions. It shall be my endeavor to discover the 

historical information as to: 

1. which books of our New Testament were in the 
possession of Christians up to approximately the year 
170 AeDes ‘ 

2. whet kind of authority the Christiens up to this 

date gave to these books; and, 

3. whether any books other than those of our New 
Testament were given an equal authority. 

  

1. Casper Rene Gregory, Canon and Text of the New Testament, pe 19. 
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"A STUDY OF THE CARON AT 170 Ac De 

I. The Age of the Apostolic Fathers AcD. 70-120 

As we pursue our study into the age of the Apostolic Fathers, or 

that period immedietely following the writing of the books of the lew 

Testanont by the Apostles and their followers, there is one observation 

wo must keep in mind. Kany people were living who had heard the 

Apostles preach. They knew by heart a sizeable number of the teachings - 

of tho Disciples of our Lord, the "men whose eyes had seen the King." 

_Hence there was not a great demand for the written Word. ‘vihen speaking 

to each other, there was felt no need of mentioning book, verse, end 

chapter of a New Testament writings They remembered the doctrines of 

the New Testanent Teachers. Nevertheless, as we look into this period, 

we are going to find that they did use these books. They were read in 

the public services of the churchese Ferhaps some individual coples 

were made, and the people read them at home. At any rate, this 

. familiarity with the New Testament books will show itself in the words 

of the fraguente of this period that we do have. Wo are going to find 

attestation here for the majority of our canonical books. Westcott 

© nee 
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gums up the testimony of the Apostolic Fathers in these words, “ijithin 

the compass of a few brief letters they show thet the writings of 

Apostles were regarded from the first as invested with singular authority, 

os the true expression, if not the original source, of Christian 

doctrine end Christian practice." In outlining this period, I have 

chosen a somewhat arbitrary chronological listing of witnesses, but it 

will servo our study, in affording the testinony which we are seokinge 

Clement of Rome 

Lot us first consider the testimony of Clement of Rome. iie may 

wonder who this man was who left such a great impression on the early 

Christian Church. He is sometimes believed to have been the Clement, 

‘of whom St. Paul speaks in his Epistle to the Fhilippions.® Yet the 

distance from Kome seems to ve too great for this to have been the 

Clement with which we are concerned. Feul asked for help for women 

who hed assisted Clement. These women would hardly heve gone to Rome 

to render aid, end it is doubtful that Clement of Rome had cover worked 

in the territory of Philippie Furthermore, the assumed date of Clement, 

as'we shall sce, is approximately 50 years after Paule This would 

secn to argue against Clement's having been aotive in the ministry with 

Paul, Charteris offers us another possible addition to our historical 

Imowledge of Clement. He believes, "It is by no means improbable that 

  

2. Brooke Foss Westcott, A General Survey of the History of the 
New Testanent e 20, 2le 

e Pailipoiens 413s “and I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help 

those women which labored with me in the gospel,with Clement also, and 

with other my fellow labourers, whose names are in the book of lifcee 
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Clement, Bishop of Kome and writer of this Epistle, is the same as 

Clement, nephew of Vespasian, and consul of the city, who was slain 

in the year 96 AeDe"* At any rate, there is emple testimony that Cloment 

was Dishop at Rome before the turn of the second century, end that as 

such he exerted great influence over the churches of Italy. Westoott 

adds that it is uncertein whether this men was of Jewish or heathen 

descent.” It is certain that his mind followed the Komen bent toward 

lew end order, for it cupeans that he set up a definite constitution 

for churches and an ecclesiastical discipline. He dravs a parallel 

between the Loviticel and Christian priesthood. : 

Quite a few literary works have been ascribed to him, doubtlessly 

beceuse of the mythical dignity vhich surrounded his nema. Several 

Epistles, Homilies, Recognitions, a Liturgy, and the Apostolic Ganons 

aud Constitutions bear his name. Yet Charteris concludes that, 

"There is now little doubt that the only one of those works which cen 

be fairly reckoned as his is the epistle from "the Church at Rome to 

the Church at Corinth,’ ommonly knom es the First Epistle of Clement."° 

Hegesippus seems to have read this epistle when he was at Corinth, 

headed for Rome, Pius being bishop et Rome. There is no reaear for 

doubting that he speaks of it as Clement's 

The date of the writing of this epistle is set by Gregory es the 

yeer 95 AeD.’ Charteris gives us three reasons why he conclules the 

Writing not to be earlier than 80 AD. nor later than 100 AD. He notes 

  

4s Acl. Charteris, Canonicity, De xle 
5S. Westcott, OPe Gites De oko 
6 Charteris, ope Cites De Ville 
7. Gregory, ope cites pe 62. 

 



that no mention is made in the letter as to Gnostic errors propounded. 

by Gnostic teachers, who came to Rome at the beginning of the second 

centurye No widespread persection is mentioned, and this was the 

situation under Trajan (A.D. 115). Also, there is no mention of a 

controversy over the relations between bishop and presbytere® Uhlhorn 

tells us that a persecution is montioned et the outset of the letter, 

and that Harnack, together wlth others, feéls that this was the persecu- 

tion at the end of Domitien's reign (ca. 96 AcDe)e® Lightfoot corrob- 

orates our findings when he writes, "Its date was nearly simultancous 

with the close of Domitian's persecution, when the Emperor's cousin, : 

Flavius Clenent, the namesake of the writer, perished during or 

imnedietely after the year of his consulate (A.D. 95), and his wife, 

Domitilla, Domitian's om niece, was driven into banishment on charges 

apparently connected with Christienity."10 

The true inportance of this letter to our study is the reference 

mede to various books of our New Testament in use ot that time. 

Clement's method cf quoting is rather free. No need was felt to be 

exact, and the procedure involved so much difficulty if a person tried 

to be exect. One hed to work with long scrolls, rolling and unrolling 

them. Hence a personwould use his memory as much eas possible. We 

can be certain of the method used by Clement if we will look at his 

Old Testament quotations. "Out of fifty-seven quotations from the 

Old Testament only seventeen are exact; and sone of the others are so 

  

8. Charteris, ope Cites De tle . 

9, Johann Gerhard WiThelm Uhlhora, "Clement of Rong," The New 
Schaff-ierzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, 1912 ede, Lil, 140. 
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widely variant as to make it doubtful whether even a treacherous memory 

could be the cause of the divergence. "11 Let us look at some of the 

New Testament books echoed by Clement. Grogory demonstrates Clement!s 

indications that the synoptic Gospels were known. He states that 

Clements 

quotes, and that clearly from menory, and mixes up into 
one, two passages from Matthew, one of which is also found 
iu Hark and Luko. It is not another text, it is a free 
quotation, introduced by the words « « e ‘Remember the words 
of desus our Lord: for He snid: Yioe to that man. It would 
have been better for him not to have been born then to 
orfend one of ly oleots; it would have been better for hin 
to have been bound round with a millstone and have beon 
sunk into the sea than to offend one of hy little ones.’ 
In another place he makes a thorough combination of various 
verses from Hatthew, partly found also in Luke. He 
introduces the passage thus « « « ‘Especially renembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus, which he uttered while teach- 
ing meekness end longsuffering.' It was indeed ‘remenber= 
ing,’ but not accurately. Clement continues: ‘For he 
spoke thus; Be merciful, that ye may be neraifully treated; 
forgive, that ye may be forgiven. As ye do, so will be 
done to you. As ye gives, so shall bo given to youe As 
ye judge, so shall ye be judged. As ye show mildness, so 
shell ye be mildly treated. With what measure ye mete, 

with it shall be measured for youe'*12 

Westcott says it ig possible to trace in Clement "the beginnings of 

modes of thought which are characteristic of St John, eeg-, "'The 

blood of Christ gained for the whole world the offer of the grace of 

repentance.'"15 first Corinthiens is alluded to when Clement says 

ee os “Take up the Epistles of St. Paul the apostle. What did he first 

write to you at the beginning of the gospel? In truth, he wrote to you 

Spiritually both about himself end Cephas end Apollos, because even 

then there were parties among youe!* Ephesions and First Corinthians 

SECS 

ll. Charteris cite, Pe xilie 
12. Clement of Trucs First Epistle of Clement, chaps. 46,15, 

quoted in Gregory, Ope cites, Pps GtybDe ae 

13. Clement, ope colle, chape 7, quoted in Westcott, ope Oltes De 256 

14. Clement, Ope cite, chape 475 quoted in Gregory, Ope Gites De Ste 

    
 



must have been in Clement's mind when he used the following words 

« e es "Or have we not one God and one Christ, and one spirit of 

grace shed upon us, and one calling in Christ?"25 

The most interesting thing about Clement is his close 
acquaintance with the Epistle to the Hebrews. -If we could 
only know all about it that he mew. He uses its words, 
sometimes he quotes tho Old Testament with its help, some- 
times he follows its order of thought, sometines he changes 
the thought. .. » Clement was suggested by someone befcre 
Origen as the author of the Epistle to the liebrews. The 
man vino proposed thet was doubtless impelled by the con=- 
templation of this free and intimate use of the Epistle. 
But we have no reason to suppose that Clement wrote itet 

Clement was so familiar with the epistle that he had made the 

language his own. The spirit of Ste James is evidenced when Clement 

soys, "Let us thon work from our whole heart the work of righteous= 

nesse"/7 Listen to these words which show the influence of both Paul 

and James’ writings: 

a 

Through faith and hospitality (6:4 Wre7Fv Ht pdogesm) 
@ son was given to Abraham in old ege, and by obedience 
(&¢ drraXons ) he offered him a sacrifice to God. Through 
feith and hospitality Rehab was saved -(écwm ).*° We 
ere not justified by ourselves (5v’ fauTv ) - » « nor 
by works which we have wrought in hoginess of heert, dut 

by our faith (sa TAS mGTEWs) , ee ee 

First Timothy seems echoed by Clement when he speaks of "what is 

pleasing, good, and acceptable, before Him that made us." Touching 
“*e 

‘First Peter, Clement seys, “Love covereth a multitude of sins."20 

  

15. Ibid, chap. 46, quoted in Gregory, op. cites Pe G3- - 

in, ersearyis so att, Sans quoted in Westcott, ope cites 

* Oe Lightfoot thinks the use of this word an allusion to Faul's 

Epistle to the Galatians, Lightfoot, Ep. to Galatians, ppe 151 ffes 

mee Cieeect, Gerettae capes 19, 12, 52, quoted in Westcott, 

aes esa, chap. 49, quoted in Gregory, ope Cites Pe G5e 

 



‘ith his plea for subjootion to other Christians he coincides with 

Titus and First Peter and Ephesiens."@2 

We seo that Clenont, who stood near the time of Apostles, (he 

may have been thirty when Paul died) alludes to nearly all the books 

of our New Testament. This is amazing in that it occurs within this 

one lotter. It could not be expected that he would mention all of the 

books. . It is difficult to determine just how Clement viewed these 

books he quotes. He indeed believes that the Gospels contain the true 

words of Christ as has been seen from the quotations cited, yet did 

he view the book itself as inspired? There may be a hint when he says 

of Faul, as hes also been noted, "Take up the Epistles of Saint Paul 

the apostle . . e In truth he wrote to you spiritually." Does this 

mean “inspired by-the Holy Ghost?" It is extremely difficult to 

answer. - 

We might also wonder whether any unoanonical books are traceable 

in Clement's letter. Gregory says, "Do we find in this letter ony 

traces of other writings that seem to have been of the same character 

as the New Testament books? Noe"? Gregory further states that if 

there wore as many apocryphal books in cirouletion as some would have 

us believe, it would have been impossible for Clement not to heve 

quoted them, and furthermore all the uncertain quotations mentioned 

’ appear to have come from the Old Testament Apooryphae*> Charteris 

charces that if some want to assign these quotations to any apocryphal 

  

21. Gregory, loc. cit. 
22, Ibid, pe Oe 
23. bid, pe 66. Yi a TZLAFE MEMORIAL LIBRAR 

iy CONCORDIA SEMINARY 
"~~" gf, LOUIS, MO. 
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book they would heve to admit to a freedom in quoting; if they admit 

this, our case stends.24 It is evident that Clement places no other 

books on a level with the books of the New Testarent referred to by 

hins 

I should like to quote a paragraph from Farrar evaluating this 

letter of Clement. He opines: 

the Epistle of St. Clement is thoroughly eclectic, 
but the eclecticism is as devoid of genius and origin- 
ality as an ordinary modern sermone It consists in a 
free usage of phrases borrowed promisouously from each 
of the great Apostles, rather than in a real assinilation 
of their views. The piety and receptivity of the writer 
is very beautiful, but it cannot be said that it is 
vivified by a singled luminous or informing ideae“2 

Comparing Clement with Sts Paul on the resurreotion from the dead, 

Farrar criticizes: 

e e » whon St. Clement speaks of the Resurrection, we 
see how immeasurably his theology has retrograded behind 
that of St. Faul. He does not connoot it imnodiately and 
necessarily with the Resurrection of Christ, but proves 
it by Old Testament quotations, and illustrates its 
possibility by natural analogies, especially by the ex- 
istence ond history of the Fhoonix§ How mich would our 
estimate of inspiration have been lowered=--how loud 
would have been the scornful laugh of modern materialists 
eshad faith in the Resurrection been founded in the New 
Testament on such arguments as theses Tacitus, too, 
believed in the Phoenix; but Tacitus does not refer to 
the fable of its reappearance by way of founding on it 
an inestimable truth. ‘ie are not comparing St. Clement 
with Tacitus; we lcve his gentleness and respect his 

Piety; we are only endeevoring to show how far he stands 
below the level of St. John and of St. Paul. 

Westoott speaks more of the value of the testimony for the establish- 

ing of the canon when he observes that tho kind of testimony found in 

Clement is beyond all suspicion of design and above all contradictione 

(nen eaten 

24. Charteris Opes Cites De Ve 

25, F. W. Farrar, the Barly Days of Christianity, pe 57. 
26. Ibid. 
27. Westcott, ope Gites pe 276 

27 

 



List of New Testament books testified tos 

Hatthew Romans I Tinothy 
Mark I & II Corinthians Titus 
Luke Galatians Hebrews VV. 

John Bphesiens James 
: I Peter 

Ignatius 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, is logically the next witness after 

Clement to the- canon of the New Testament. ‘Ihis is shown in the argu- 

ments of these two men for an organized ministry. Clement hed compared 

it to the Leviticol priesthood thus showlng the early dependence of the 

Christians upon the Old Testament. Ignatius used Paul's arguzent for 

unity based on the ‘des of the body of Christ, thus illustrating the 

tendenoy of the later Christians to lean on the New Testenent writingse 

Westcott puts it this ways 

The letters of Ignatius could not naturally heave preceded 
that of Clenent, while they follow it in a legitimate 
sequence, end form a new stage, so to speak, in the building 
of the Christien Church « e « the letters’of Ignatius 
complete the history of one feature of Christianity. ‘The 
Epistles [sic] of St Paul to the Ephesians, his Pastoral 
Epistles, and the Epistles of Clement and Ignatius, when 
taken together “ake n harnonigus progression in the develop- 
ment of the idea of a Church” : 

The actual years of Ignatius’ life mst be shortly after the death 

of Christ. ‘ie derive this from the many traditions which place his 

martyrdom in the reign of Trajan, AcDe 115.22 Gregory places the 

death at some time between 107 end 117 AsD.°? 

There is some question us to which epistles of Ignatius are 

Genuine, At the present time we feel sure of seven, yet oven these 

ere found in several recensiong. Eusebius mentions the soveneo) 
: 

28. Yestcott, Ops Gites Pde Sly 320 

29. Charteris, Ope Cites De xxvle 

30. G oe Gite le 71. : 

31. Fuseblae; 7 Ee arr 56, quoted in Charteris, ope cites Pe XXvie
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Charteris tells us about the recensions. ‘Theroare two in Greek, a 

longer and a shorter. Calvin denounced the longer recension as 

spurious. Leter the shorter from of six epistles was published by 

Voss and the seventh by Ruinart. In 1845 Dr. Cureton found in the 

Syriac language only three of these, and they were in a still more 

concise form. These last were claimed "hy the upholders of the 

Guretonian Epistles" to be the translation from the true Greek 

originel. Now the latest theory, held by Zehn}“surmises that the 

seven letters in the shorter from were translated into Syriac; the 

Curetonian Epistles are merely an extract from this_translations 

end, the longer form originated fron the interpolating of a 

pseudo-Ignatius ca. 560-380 heDo89 

Westoott avers that the testimony of Ignatius is not invalidated 

in spite of this dispute. For, if any part of the epistles is acknoze 

ledged as authentic, the argument thet they presuppose the Epistles of 

Paul still stends, becouse the argument is drawn from the gonerel 

character of these letters.°* furthermore, many of the references to 

New Testament books are found in all three recensions. The chiocf 

writer of the New Testament to whom Ignatius refers is the Apostle 

Paul, end he refers to him almost oxclusively. Faul appears to have 

been constantly before Ignatius es a model. With one allegory 

Ignatius definitely exhibits this. He takes Paul's figure of Christ 

  

$2. Charteris, ope cites De xxvil, Ne Ze 
SS. Ibid, pe 

34. Westcott, OPe Gites Ppe 295 506
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as the Head and us as the members of His body. and elaborates on ite°? 

Similarly we find him spesking out ageinst Judaism fully es strongly. 

es Pauls 

Judaism « -« o is ‘An evil leaven that has grow old and 
soure' ‘To use the name of Jesus Christ and yet observe 
Jewish customs is unnatural (@7o70v ).! ‘To live accord- 
ing to Judaisz is to confess that we have not received 
grace.’ At the save time, like St Faul, Ignatius regards ‘ 
Christianity as the completion, and not the negation, of 
the Old Testament. The prophets ‘lived according to Jesus 
Christ, « « e being inspired by His grace, to the end 
that those who disbelieve should be convinced that it is 
one God who manifested Himself (both in times past and 
now) through Jesus Christ His Son, who is His Word, having 
proceeded from Silence, * . « « ‘who in all things well- 
pleased liim that sent Him! : 

It is natural thet this Bishop of Antioch®’ should feel so strongly 

attached to Faul, for Faul had made the city of Antioch his sterting 

  

35. Viestcott brings this out clearly: "The Ignatian doctrine of 
the unity of the Church, which in its construction shevs the mind of 

St Peter (I Pots 2:48, 25-), is really based upon the cardinal 
passage of St Paul (Ephe 5:23 sqge)e Christians individually are 
members of Christ, who is their great Spiritual Head. And conversely, 
the Church universal, end each Churoh in particular, represents the 

body of Christ, and its history rust so far set forth an image of the 
life of Christ in its spirit end its forme As a consequence of this 

view the Bishop in the earthly end typical Church is not only a 

representation of Christ, whom ‘we must regard as Christ Himself 

(Ad Eph. vie), * and 'a partaker of the judgnuent of Christ, even as 
Christ was of the judgment of the Father (Ad Eph. iii.),' while the 

Church is united to Christ as He is united to the Fatker (Ad Ephe ve): 

but also--and in this lies the most remarkable peculiarity of his 

system-=the relation of the Church es a living whole to its different 

officers corresponds in some sense to that of Christ Himself, of whom 

it is an image, to the Father on the one hand, and on the other to 

the Apostles. .On earth the Bishop is the contre of unity in each 

society, as the Father is the "Bishop of all (Ad Magn. iiie).' 
Believers are subject to the Bishop as to God's grace, and to the 

presbytery as to Christ's lev (Ad Hagne 4i.)3 since the Bishop, as he 

ventures to say in another places ‘presides as reprosentative of God, 

a the presbyters as Farr es ene of oe Apoerese Council 

Ad Zagne vie),*" Westcott, ope Cites Pps Sts Soe 
36, Ignatius, Ad Yagn., chaps. 10,8, quoted in Westoott, ope cits» 

e ¢ 

Earn resetane uses the namo Apustay (GwOS when contrasting the lew 

Religion with Judaism--a possible reference to Acts 11:26, Ignatius, 

Ad Rom., chap. 3 otc., quoted in Wesicott, ops cite, ps 55,n= 2e



place on each on his missionary Journeys. It was, so to epeak, the 

base of his operations. 

For a similar reason it was natural for Ignatius to be influenced 

by the Apostie John. ‘he latter had spent many years in Ephesus, which 

was near Antioch. I should like to list some of Ignatius’ allusions to 

John, found in Westcott: 

Love is ‘the stamp of the Christian.’ ‘Faith is the 
beginning, ard love the ene of lifes’ ‘Faith is our 
guide upward (amyw evs), but love is the road that © 
leads to God." 'The Word is the manifestation of God,' 
‘the door (Jue ) by which we come to the Father* "and 
without Him we hevye not the principle of true life.' 
'The Spirit (7veuza ) is not led astray, as being 
from God. For it knoweth whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth, and testeth (ZAZyxet). that which is hidden.' 
The true meet of the Christian is the "bread of God, 

‘the bread of heaven, the bread of life, which is the 
flesh of Jesus Christ," and his drink is ‘Christ's 
blood, which is love incorruptible.' He has no love of 
this lifes "his love has been crucified, and he has in 
Him no burning passion for the world, but living water 
[as the spring of a new life) speaking within him, end 
bidding hin come to his Father.* ieanvhile his onety 
is the enemy of his “ester, even ‘the ruler of this 
QgCe* 

Now that we have seen the close association of this testimony 

£a) books saf..the lew Testament! we ney wonder just how Ignatius viewed 

these booke. Zahn enlightens us on this subject. He shows us that 

Ignatius refused to derive his doctrines from various writings of 

bishops of his time. Instead he found them in the New Testament 

writings. These he placed on a par with the Old Testament writings 

SRE a SANTONIO ARS 

38. Ignatius, Ad lage chape 5, Ad Ephe, chaps. 14, 9 (So Syre)s 

Ad i en, chap. 8, Ea Phi. as chape 95 Ad Tralles chape 95 Ad Thilads, 

chap. 7, Ad Rom., chape 7 Ofe I Cor. 2368, quoted in Westcott, ope 

oit., PPe 55, 560
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introducing quotations from both with such statenents os these, "It 

; is written," “here is pleced for reading," "it 1s not a witness of 

ny fantesy or speculations "9 Gregory gives us an interesting quo- 

tation from Ignatius which may keve some beering on this natter, "For 

me Jesus Christ is archives.e"@0 poss ignatius mean thet he regards 

Christ es living and oxlsting with men through these Nay Testexent 

writings? This may well heve been his intentions 

Were there any vooks other than those of our New Testament thet 

Ignatius recognized? Gregory thinks there is a possibility that this 

quotetion, “And when he caze to those around Feter, he said to thens 

feke, touch Me, and see that I am not a todiless spirit," could heve 

come from am aprocryphel Gospel of Feter, his teaching or preachings 

or from the Gospel to the Hebrews used in parallel with the passage 

in Luke. ** It sees to me rather that this could really ve the 

passaze in Luke quoted in the loose menier of the daye ‘we can seo 

from Zohn (adove) that Ignatius regarded no other writings thon those 

of our Mew Testament as being the source of doctrine and on a psr with 

the 014 Testament. 

In suming up the value of the testimony of Ignatius, ve see thet 

he is one who was probably in contact with Faul and other of the 

disciples, that he positively gives evidence of our Hew Tostanent 

SRE aE ATLA REID 

$9. Theodor Zahn, Geschichte des Heutostanentichen Kenonss Kenons 

Vols 25 2s Be S47, ne le fs 

40, Irnotius , Ad Philedes chape gs qudted ia Gregory, Ope Gltes 

Des 125 

41. bia, Ad Ad Suyres chape Sa quoted in Grogorys 20°: loce cite
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books, that he places then on a level with the Old Testament and 

finally that no other writings are considerad their equal. 

List of New Testament books testified tos 

John 
Acts 
I Corinthians 
Ephesians 
I Feter 

Polycarp 

Polyoarp is the "keystone of the arch that supports the history 

of Christianity, and therefore of the books of the ilew Testaaent, from 

the tine of the apostles to the close of the second century,"42 thus 

writes Gregory. ie tells us more about this unique individual. First 

of all, he appears to have been born in 69 AeD. That would make hin 

about thirty when the Apostle John died. He appears to have been 

converted by one of the Apostles, perhaps this same John, and was 

probably a disciple of Johris. Irenaeus, who was born in Asia iiinor 

end later became Bishop at Lyons, saw Folycarp when Irenaeus was yet 

a boy. This bishop tells us that Folycarp was the pupil of John end 

bishop et Smyrna. ‘e:havea written accomt from the church et Smyrna 

of his martyrdom. Folycarp was asked to revile Christ, and he refused. 

He said, "Eighty and six years do I serve Him, end He has never done 

Me wrong. And how can I blaspheme my king that saved me?"*8 There is 

some dispute as to whether the martyrdom occurred in 155 AeDe or 

166.a.p.*# 

  

eo e e 7 42. Gregory, ope Cite, De 74. to the Church at 

48. Anonymous, Epistle from the Church at Smyrna 
Fhilomelion, aaane >» quoted in Gregory, loce e 

——¥or an excellent discussion of this question see Charteris, 

Ope Cit., Pe xxxXv, ne le
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There is strong support for the New Testanent writings in Polycarp's 

Letter to the Fhilippians. Westcott makes the blanket statement, "the 

short eplstle of Folycarp contains far more references to the writings 

of the New Testament than any other work of the first age."*5 Still, 

he nowhere indicates that he is quoting. ‘The passages and phrases 

are woven into the text of his letter. Let us see which books he has 

reference to. In a particularly striking manner he supports the First 

Epistle of the Apostle John. Charteris shows us that ke uses Johns 

femilier words Av7ZypisTos, Ev sapkr EdnAvve var, EK 

700 SvaGorov, Here are two renarcable allusions to St. Faul also: 

These things, brethren, I write unto you concerning 
righteousness, . « » For neither I nor any such other one 
can cone up to the wisdom of the blessed and glorified 
Paul. fie, when among you, accurately and steadfastly 
taught the word of truth in the presence of those who 
were thon alive. And when absent from you, he wrote 
you a letter, which, if you carefully study, you will 
find to be the means of building you up in that faith 
which has been given you, and which, being followed by 
hope, end preceded by love towards God and Christ, and 
our neighbors, is the mother of us all. For if anyone 
be inwardly possessed of those graces, he hath fulfilled 
the commend of righteousness, since he that hath love 
is:fer from all sine. 

The second: 

Do we not know that the saints skall judge the world, 

as Paul teaches. [sic] But I heve neither seen nor heard 

of any such thing g you, in the midst of whom'the 

dblessed Paul laboured, and who are commended in the 

beginning of his Epistlee. For he boasts of you in all 

those churches which alone kney ,the Lord; but we fof 

Smyrna] had not yet known Him. 

  

45. Westcott, ope cites Pe S6e 
46. FPolycarp Epistle to the Ehilippiens, ohapse 5,21, quoted in 

tarierieeeecs oite, pe xxxville Charteris indicates that I&II. 
Thessalonians seem to be echoed, ibid, loce cite, ne le
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In addition to John and Paul, the spirit of Peter seems to move in 

Folycerp's writings Westcott points out that the peouliar sinilarity 

of this letter to Peter's epistle was noticed even in early times by 

Eusebuise He also doclares that in the sentence quoted above, spoak- 

ing of Christians being built upon the faith given them, which is the 

nother of us ell, hope following after, love towards God preceding, 

Polycarp hes united the watchwords of these three great Apostles, 

John, Paul, and Peter. The opinion of Gregory on the testimony of 

Polycarp is: 

His letter is full of the New Testament. It is plain 
that he had in his hands the Gospel of Hatthey, and he 
probably had all four Gospels; he had all the Epistles of 
Feul;, he hed First Peter and First John, and he had 
that letter of Clement of Rome. Ihave no doubt that he 
refers to Acts in his first chapter « « « He is, if I may 
say so, saturated with Peter, tut he is also Pauline to 
&@ very high degreo. 

Having seen the books of our New Testanert which are substantiated 

by Polysarp, we should like to know how he views theme We have seon ~ 

from 9 previous quotation that he considered Paul's Letter to the 

Fhilippiens able to build them up in their faith. This could very 

Well mean that the Holy Spirit was present in the letter and able to 

build up their faith. Note also how Polycarp submitted to the . 

authority of St. Paul saying thet neither he nor anyone could come 

up to the wisdom of that great Apostle. Does uot this show that Paul 

and his writings were held to be of special authority? Charteris tells 

us that if we could depend on the Letin translation, wo should have 

tuo quotations (Fsalm 4:4; ond, Eph. 4:26) joined together, as being 
Sec cba erm cen 

47. Gregory, Ope Cites De 75.
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one, and called in one place "Sacrae literae," and in another “hae 

Scripturae."““He tells us also that Folycarp bases all his exhortations 

on the authority of Holy Soripture.*? We seem to feel that in view of 

such remarks, Folycarp does believe the books to be inspireds 

Does he recognize any other books as of equal authority? We find 

none. Charteris does remark that some would like to attribute a quo= 

tation to some lost Gospel, because it differs from our Gospels. It 

does resemble more closely a quotation from Clement. But even heres 

- "Although they contain . « « one striking clause in common, their own 

clauses are in such different order that we cannot regard then as 

quoting from the seme lost source."50 

AS we ponder the testimony end the person of Polycarp we are led 

to side with mony great scholars of the canon of the Kew Testament end 

value him ebove all other Apostolic Fathers. He stands astride tio 

centuries and links them. He joins hands with John, the disciple of 

Christ, end with Irenaeus who died after the start of the third 

century (203 A.D.) ‘Through his connection with these two men he causes 

  

48. Polycarp, ope cites (Latin version), chape 12, quoted in Charteris, 
Ope Cite, pps xxxvi, xxxvil. 

45. Charteris, ope cites De xxXixe 
50. Ibid, pe xxxvii. The passage referred to is quoted in ibid, pe 112, 

Sece 5. “Ep. to Philippe Ge 2030 Munpmovevovles 5& wv Give 0 

Kupcos Sse KW" per Kpivele,iv4 pen Kee dale; aQi cle 

Kat agevnee TAL Opty: Edectre, Z| eeenunre- Cea 

iw peeTpus peerpette, aT pw epynceTar Opry, fa", o7e 

pea Kdpcat ot Tw yol, Kat ot Sew Hoye vor EVEKEV 

be Kacosdyns: re abrir ery 4H fascrsa Tod Veov. 

(lat. ve 5,7,105 vil. 1,25 Luke vie 20,36,57,58-)"
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east end west to mect, for Irenacus was bishop at Lyons, Frenco. It 

must have béen the grace of God that these three mon wore pormitted to 

live and to have such a relationship with each other. 

* All of New Testament books testified to excopt: 

Hebrews \ II Peter Jude 
James II & ITT John Revelation 

Barnabas 

It is generally agreed now that Barnabas, the Apostle and associate 

of Feul, was not the writer of this epistle. It may have been some 

other Barnabas. Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Jerome thought so, 

but we believe they merely accepted tradition. The Alexandrion Church, 

then, at the end of the second and beginning of the third century, had 

held it to be genuine and important. The influence of this lettor was 

centered chiefly in this locality. Charteris lists some reasons why 

he does not believe the author to have been our Barnabas: 

The Earnabes of the New Testament was a dew, a Levite, 
more Jewish in his leanings than Paul (Gal. 11.13); but 
tho author of this Epistle denounces Jewish sacrifices 
ee » and dewish fasts « « « in a way foreign to Feuls 
he declares . « « that Jews lost their covengnt rights 
when iioses broke the tables of the law, é&ce He 

attempts to descr} ze the ceremonies of the great day of 
atonement «© « »°° to treat the red heifer as a 

type of Christ « e « ,°~ but is so incorrect in his 

statements as to show that he ‘was neither accurately 

acquainted with the text of the law, nor had even 

seen the celebration of the day of atonement.’ His 

position in regerd to dudeism is therefore not that of 

Barnabas. And another argument against his being the 

compenion of Paul and of the other Apostles may well 

SE aS 

Sl. Anonymous, Epistle of Barnabas, chaps. 2,5, in Charteris, ops cits, 
De iii, a aed ; 

52. Ibid, chap. 4, in Charteris, loce cite 
530 Tid, chape 7, in Charteris, 100e Cite : 

64, Ybid, chap. 8, in Charteris, loc. cit. ‘The quotetion is from 
Donaldson, Apostolic Fathers (1874), pe 206.



be found in the famous passage where, desirous of proving 
Christ's power as a Savior, he says, ‘iihen He chose His 
own apostles who were to preach His Gospel, He chose those 
who wore lewless beyond the bounds of all ordinary sin, 
that He might show He came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners’ . « « «°° tie can scarcely imagine that this was 
spoken of the other Apostles by one who had lnown their 
goodness and truth, and who, if ho wrote the Epistle at 
all, wrote it after the destruction of Jcorusalem, when of 
them all only John survived.” 

Thig almost conclusively proves the point, yet the saze author adds in 

another plece, " . « « when he comes to teach the practical dutios of 

the Christian life, he shows a tenderness of feeling and a beauty of 

expression that make us almost ready to think that he was nono other 

than the 'good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith,' of 

whom we read in Acts xi.24."°7 

There might be some question as to the canonicity of this book 

itself. Yet even if this was written by the Apostle Barnabas, why 

must we conclude that everything written by an apostle must be canonl- 

cal? Even though such mon as Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Jerome 

thought thet this was written by Barnabas the Apostle, yet all three 

did not consider it equal to the New Testament books. Clement did not 

hestitate to criticise and blame it.°° Zahn tells us that Origen 

refused to place it in his canon. Jerome also placed it with the 

Apocryphae®? tts inferiority to the canonical writings of the lew 

Testament becomes increasingly evident if we compare it with tho book 

  

55. Ibid, chap. 5, in Charteris, loce cite 

565 Charteris, Ope Gites PPe ii, iii. 

57. Ibid, Pe Vie 

5S. Toid, Pe iie . 

59, Yahn, 0 e cite, vol. 22a Pe 950. 

‘60. Westcott, ope clte, pe 426
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of the New Testamcnt which it most nearly resenbles, namely the Epistle 

to the Hebrows." Farrar passes a stinging judgnents 

No one can read the Epistle of Larnabas efter the 
Epistle to the Hebrews without secing thet the former is 
not only’ imueesurably inferior, but that it is "so! 
inferior as to tremble on the verge of dangerous heresye . 
Let the reader . « « notice how tasteless are the fancies 
of this unlmown Zarnabas, and how absurd are meny of his 
statexents--and he will’ see the difference between canoni= 
cal end uncenonical cooks, and learn to feel a deeper 
gratitude for the suporintending Providence which, even 
in ages of ignorance and simplicity, obvieted the danger 
of any po enene confusion between the former and the 
latter. 2 

The date of this testimony ‘is difficult to determine. It evidently 

must be after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AeDe, since the writer speaks 

of the Temple as having been destroyed. 4 Also, it appears that it was 

eritten at a time when the Jews had somewhat regained favor with the 

Romens. Cherteris says, "There is in the whole tone of tho Epistle . 

e » soething that makes us feel it necessary to regard Jerusalem as 

  

61. Westcott comnents excellently on this. tie says, " » « « the 
general spirit of the Epistle of Barnabas is different from that of the 

Epistle to the Hebrewse In the latter it is shewn that there lies a 

deep moaning for us under the history and the lay of Israel. ‘the old 
Covenant was real, though not ‘faultless,’ end its ordinances were 

"patterns of the things in heaven,’ though not the heavenly things 

themselves. ut in the former it is assumed throughout that the Lav 

was from its first institution misunderstood by the Jews. The first 

covenant was broken by reason of their idolatry, and the second 

became a stumbling block to them in spite of the teaching of the 

Prophets. Fasts, feasts, and sacrifices, were required by God only 

in @ spiritual sense. [Even circumcision, as they practiced ity was 

not the seal of God's covenant, but rather the work of an evil ‘spirit, 
who induced them to substitute that for the ciroumoision of the- 

heart. ‘The Jewish Sabbath was not according to God's wills their 

temple was a delusion. Judaism is made a wero riddle, of which 
Christianity is the answer. It hed in itself no value, not even as 

tho slave (TaSaywy¢s) which guards usin infancy from outward 

dangers, till we are placed under the true teacher's carée bee 

symbolic act is emptied of its real meaning, because it is deprive 
of the sacramental character with which God invested it." Westcott, 

OP» Cite, pp. 45, 466 
@ Farrar, Ope Gites Pe 59. 

6&5. Charteris, op. cites pe ili. 
64. Ibid, n. 2.
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in ruinss ond Aelia Capitoline, Aw). 119, as not yet founded." He 

concludes that A.D. 119 or 120 is a very likely time for it to have 

been written, although it could go all the way back to shortly after the 

time of the fall of Jerusalem,®5 t 

References to books in the ilev Testament are not many. ‘ie havo 

seen the obvious relation to the Epistle to the Hebrews. Gregory inform: 

us that Barnabas has two quotations from Matthew. ‘Also, that he quotes 

words of Jesus which we do not have in our Gospels. Barnebes, in speake 

ing about the goat on the day of atonement, says that the reddened wool 

was to be placed on a thorn bush when the goat was driven out into the 

wilderness. This was to be a picture of Christ for us, that if anyone 

wishes to get the wool he must suffer from the thorns; he must be under 

stress to become master of the wool, Sarnabas now quotes Christ as 

seying, "thue . » « they who wish to see me, and to attain to ny kinge 

dom, must be under stress and suffering to take mee"©5 still these 

words need not be from en unknown Gospels they could be simply a 

combinetion of the author's, or a paraphrase of Hotthew's recording 

of Jesus' words, "If any man will come efter me, let him deny hinself, 

and teke up his cross, and follow mo."°? -Indeed they remind us of 

Paul's words in Acts, on reaching Derbe, after the stoning at Lystra. 68 

69 
In addition, many other passages suggest to us Paul and John. 

  

65. Ibid, PPe ivs Ve 

66. Anonymous, Epistle of Barnabas, chap. 7, 1. 11, quoted in 

Gregory, Ope Cites Pe e 5 

67. iow 163 24. 
68. Acts 15: 22, ". » e we mst through mech tribuletion enter into 

the kingdom of Gode" 
69. Gregory, ope cites Pps 78, 79 
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Barnabas’ importance on determining how the tiew Testament books 

were regarded is also noted by Gregory. He observes, concerning the 

quotations from Watthew: © 

The sentences quoted are so short, and are of such an 
easy kind to be remembered, that the oral tradition might 
be supposed to have passed them direotly on to Barnabas, were 
it not that in the one case he direotly writes: ‘as it is 
written,’ and thus shows that he’ knows of written Gospels. 
This application of the phrase, ‘it is written,’ which is the 
technical way of quoting the sacred books of the Old Testanent, 
mey be the earliest case of this use of the liew Testancnt 
books as Soripture. 

As we evaluate the testimony of Barnabas, we see thet his only 

strong wef erence is to our "Hebrews." Yet he evidences no apooryphae 

Rather, as we compara Earnabas with the canonical book, Hebrews, we gain 

an ingight iato the neture of apocryphal books and understand why such 

writings cennot be inoluded in the canone Lastly, it is encouraging to 

see him use the quotations from Matthew as of equal authority with the 

Old Testaxent. 

List of New Testement books testified tos 

‘Matthew 
Acts 
Hebrews 

Popias 
Irenaeus calls hic "Papias, a man of the olden tine, the hearer 

of John'and companion of Polycarpe"’+ This student of the apostles 

held the office of Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia. Charteris deduces 

from Papias' acquaintence with Apostle, tho daughters of Fhilips end 

"elders" and their younger associates that the span of his life was 

from 70 AeD to 150 AeD./@ 
SA SERCO IT ALO SIRINE EERE 

10. Ibid, De 78. 

71. Charteris, Ope Cites Pe xlie 

72. Ibid, De xliii. 

 



In view of his association with our Lord's apostles, we find 

great weight in his testimony. In faot, he himself preferred to gain 

acceptance for his statements on the basis of what he remembered fron 

their sayings. He wrote en exegetical study of the Evangelic traditions 

in five books. It was entitled An Exposition of Oracles of the Lords 

With regard to these Fapias seys, “" s « « I must tell you that I shall 

not soruple to place side by side with my interpretations all that I 

ever rightly learnt from the elders and rightly remembered, solemly 

affirming that it is true."?8 From these words and from such’a work 

woe may infer that there were already oxisting and recognized records 

of the teachings of Christ. Othorwise, wnat would be the reason for 

such e work? Unfortunately, these five books have been lost; neverthe=- 

less, we have been able to recover a few fragnents from then. That 

the book wes based on our New Testament Gospels is showm by the fact 

that these fragnents which remain can. be "brought into a natural 

comection with passages of our Gospolse"?4 ‘The *Oracles” which 

Papias expounded may very well have been whet 1s often called the 

Td doy tdor Uatther. This brings up the ‘question of whether this   Ta Adi is in reality the Gospel according to St. Uatthew. Papies 

actually says, “Hatthew composed the oracles in Hebrew; end each one 

  

78e Paples ap. Eusebius, ops cite, Ill, 59, quoted in Westcott, 
Ope Cltes Be Tle 5 . 

74. Westcott, ope Gite, Pe 75s   
pa, -— « ’ mmm



interproted them as he was ablee"75 somo have thought thet these 

oracles were simply "sayings" of Jesus, but Charteris points out that 

this word has for its natural meaning "sacred oracles" whether contain= 

ing narrative or speech. /6 

fhe testimony to the Gospel of Hark is interesting. Papias writes: 

This also o-. e the Elder (Johny 7? used to saye liark, 
having becone Peter? interpreter, wrote accurately all 
that he renembered;/° though he did not (record) in 
order that which was either seid or done by Christ. For 
ho neither heard the Lord,.nor followed Hins but subse- 
quently, as I said, [attached himself to] Peter, who used 
to frame his teaching to meet the [imediate] wants [of 
nis hearers]; end not as-making a connected narrative of 
the Lord's discoursese So lark committed no error, as 
he wrote down some particulars just as he recalled 
them to mind. For he took heed to one thing--to omit 
none of the facts that he heard, and to state nothing 
falsely in [his narrative of] then. 9 

We sec from this that Hark is supposed to have not bothered about 

writing down Christ's life in a chronological order. Syme charge 

that for this reason, the above Zari could not have been our Gospel 

  

75. Eusebius, loce cites quoted in Heatcott, loc. cite Some charge 
that Papies is here speaking only of a Hebrew Gospel by Batthew, and 
hence this testimony has no value for our present Gospel. Yet we notice 

that Papias is speaking in the past tense of a Gospel in Hebrew. At the 
time when he is writing, the Gospel in Greek is already in his reeders* 

hands« 
78. Charteris, op. cite, pe xlive 

. 77 There is some disagreement as to who this John was. Some 

suppose that the two John's were living in Ephesus, John the Presbyter 

end John the Apostle. However, Zahn believes that Fepias here hes 

reference to John the Apostle, and thet this disciple was often referred 

to as John the Presbyter. Zahn writes, "The individual in question is 

therefore a Palestine Jewish Christian settled in Asia Kinor, and called 

John==in other words, according to the unanimous tradition of the 

second century, the Apostle John, whose statements Papies cites in 

numerous of his words, partly as he heard them from John's own 1ipss 

partly as they had come to him through other disciples of hise 
Introduction to the New Testatient, vole ii, pe 458. For a thorough 

digoussion of the question, cf. ibid, ppe 485 ff. & S41 f. #156 

: 78. This may elso be rendered “reter told," but the sense revains 

he same. Gre ope cite o 1Se 

19. Bisctices ions oit., Taoted in Westcott, ope cits, Dpe 74s 75s  



of Kari. ‘Westcott challenges this. He points out that it is impossible 

to assume two Gospels of Kark es prevalent at this time. How could 

Irenaeus, who lived just fifty years after this, know absolutely nothing 

about two and assign this testimony of Papias to our Gospel alone? Also, 

it is unbelievable that Tertullian, Clement, Origen and Eusebius would 

do the seme, and that not even the slightest trace of two Marks can be 

founde A more reasonable explenation would be that John the Presbytor 

made a mistake. The best solution is that Hark wrote not a complete 

life of Christ, but merely a memoir of some events in it. After all, 

he was not a disciple of Christ. He was dependent on Peter, who hed 

a@ special object in mind, which excluded the idea of a complete narrative. 

Hark's sequence of events was rather moral then historical. That the 

other Synoptic Evangelists nearly coincide with ark does not alter the 

situation.@° Consequently, we conclude that this is valid testimony 

to our Gospel of ‘iark. ' 

In addition to Hark, Paples seems to have known the Gospel of 

dohn,®1 the First Epistle of John, and the First Epistle of Peter. 

Eusebius definitely states that Paplas quoted "the former Epistle of 

John, and that of Peter likewise."* Westcott adds that the divine 

inspiration of the Apocalypse is maintained and the book itself 

comzented on in part.°9 Altogether Pepias "stends as the representative 

of 'the Twelve,' and witnesses to every book which the next generation 

commonly received in their names? 

Sb eameanenanstene 

80. Ibid, pp. 75, 76. 
or Tbid, De 17, Ne le e 

82. Eusebius, loo. cite, quoted in iestoott, op. Gites De 77, Ofe 
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We may find it peculiar that Paul is slighted. There does not 

appear to be montion of his Epistles. But when we consider that Paplas 

was e Yew and perchence inclined toward Judaism, a slight antagonisn 

toward Paul is understandajle. On the other hand we have at this sare 

period, iiarcion, who is so pro=-Paul that he definitely excluded all 

except Foul's writings and a revised version of the Gospel of Luke 

from his Christian canon. 

I have found nothing definite with regard to Fapias' views as to 

the inspiration of these books which he nentionse— Yet when we consider 

that he took tho pains to write a Roameneery on the Gospels, he must 

have believed that they contained what was true. He called then the 

Oracles of our Lord. Were there any other books which Fapies acknow= 

ledged to be of equal worth and use with these of our New Testazent? 

The only record I find is that Eusebius®® speaks of a story by Fapies 

of a woman accused of many sins, me wes brought before the Lorde, 

"which story," Eusebius relates, "the Gospel according to the Hebrews 

conteins."©? yet there are no indications as to where Papias got this 

story or how he regarded it. We find a very similar incident in our 

Gospel story of the woman caught in adnltery or in the one of the 

woman who bathed Jesus feet in tears and dried them with her hair. 

Ferheps he was merely perephrasing one of these stories 

4s we evaluste the testimony of Fapias, we see. standing out the 

fact of his having sat at the fect of the apostles. We would very 

neces 

_ 85. Ibid, pp. 78, 79, 80. - 
: Gasetius despieed Papias as one “who seemed very weak in a “ 

mind" because of his Chiliastic beliefs. Charteris, Spe sit: oites Pe xlii. 

87. Eusebius, quoted in Charteris, ope cite, Pe x1 
88. John 8:7. and Luke 7:38 respectivelye 

   



mach like to read what such a one hes written. Also, there is a very 

good possibility that Irenaeus had met him as well as meeting Polycarp.°? 

So Fapias joins the chain of witnesses constructed by God to link 

together the ends of the then knomn world, and cerry eye witness 

testimony over the three centuries when the Christian Church was in 

infancy 

List of New Testament books testified to: 

Matthew I Peter 
Mark I John 
John Revelation 

the Didache 

the Didache is a very recent discovery. Bryemios found the 
  

Greek US. in 1875. It was contained, along with a copy of the 

Epistle of Clement,in the Constantinopolitan or Hierosolymitan LS. of 

1056 AsD. A Latin version also is on hand, and there is a text used 

in Bernabes.2? we do not find it listed in books studying the history 

  

of the New Testament canon before the turn of the twentieth century. 

Yet it is a very ancient document. Bishop Lightfoot gives reasons 

based on the internal language and subject matter why he considers it 

one of the earliest documents of the Fost-Apostolic Christien Church. 

In the first place, there is still the itinerant prophetic order 

instead of the permanent, localized ministry of a later date. Secondly, 

the episcopacy is not yet universal. "Bighop" is still synonomous with 

“prestyter."91 In fact, the writer of the Didache couples bishops with 

  

ae Charteris, Ope ‘= De ae aay tolic Fathers, p 24 

e Anonymous,. The Hew. Testament in the iS 2 De SSe 
eee Anonymous, Didache, pare lo, quoted irene 9 Ope Cite, 
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deacono as did St. Paul. thirdly, the parose, “after yo have boon © 

filica"®? shows thet the agepe wee still connected with the celebration: 

of the Lord's Suppers Lastly, the archaic simplicity of its practical 

suggestions indicates a time in the early infanay of the Churchs?S 

On the question of the location of the writing, Lightfoot calins that 

the words "oor scattered upon tiny mountains"? points to either 

Syrie or Falestines. Bishop Lightfoot dves not give a date in nuniborss 

but Gregory offers us 120 AeDe, and adds thet it is mack older than 

thet.?* Certainly, it must have beon one of the earliest documents 

of the Fost-Apostolia Churches 

4 group of Sxford scholars, in a book entitled The lew Testanent 

in the Apostolic Fathers, have dreim up = very impressive couparison 

of lines from the Didache with quotations from the reletive New Testa- 

ment books. ‘they divide the whole work into various seotions and 

consider the references found in each. In the first section, “The 

iwo Weye," they have noticed a possible Sequsizitance with Uattharts 

Acta, Komans, Eebrews, and Jude. dust hox provable the reference to 

these books happens to be is showa by the way those scholers beve 

listed them. ‘Two are classed with the lowest degree of possibility, - 

and the rest are sinply placed under the category of tunclesseds” 

  

2. Thid, pare 10, quoted in Lightfoot, op. cites Pe 218. 
956 Tigztfoot, o Cites Dds 2155 216. ' 5 

94. Anonymous, Didache, pare 9, quoted in.Lichtfoot, ope oltes 
Pe 216, aco 

S5e Gregory, ope Cites Pe 75s Frofe is Be Riddle states that 

"Englich an heerinan echolave wary between SeDe 80 and 120." Riddle, 

"Introductory Notice to the Teeching of the Twelve Apostles," ihe 

dntowilicene Fathers, 1686 ode, VII, 3755 

   



Under the pecoads "the Ecclesiastical Section," they list four quo=- 

tations showing a slight similarity to Katthey. These are graded in 

class "C" as to probability of their being true referoncese. Gregory 

states that it is “impossible that these quotations are a later addi- 

tion, "9° In the sene section these Oxford scholars find indications 

of traces of I Corinthians, John, ond Luke's Gospel, in addition to 

other traces of Synoptic tradition. The third section is called "The 

Eschatological Chapter." In this section, the Didecne may show the 

influence of Latthew and Luke. The Oxford scholars say it is still 

doubtful. Tho lest division is named "The Interpolation in the "Iwo 

Wayse*" In this division we find First Peter, Matthew, and Luke 

possibly evidenced.’ ” These have been classified under "pj" the 

classification indicating the lowest degree of probability. In spite 

of the woekness and doubtfulmess of these supposed references to our 

New Testexent books, Gregory reassures us, “ e « « if we do not find 

direct quotations, we find plenty of sense and sentences that must 

heve come from Zatthey and Luke and dohn, aud Faul's Epistles, and 

First Peter."98 

fo conolude our study of the Didache, it is necessary to consider 

the regard which the writer hes for the Jew Testament books he appears 

to be using 9? Gregory gives us a clue by mentioning some of the 

formlae used to introduce quotations: "as ye have in the Gospels" 

Sees 

96. Gregory, ope cites pe 760 
97. The Tew Testament in the Apostolic Fathers. Pre 25-55- 
98. Gregory, LOC. OL to t 

99. The Oxford scholars list all the formulae which appear to 
introduce quotations. The Now Testament in the A stolio Fatherss 

De 24. ja sae 3   
 



“as the Lord commended in the Gospels" "acosording to the dogma of the 

Gospels" and, "About this the Lord hath said, Give not the holy thing 

to the dogs¢ 00 we mey gather from this that the writer believed that 

the Lord Jesus" sayings and commands were present in the Gospels. fie 

find no clues as to whether any apooryphal books were considered 

authoritative. We can go along with Gregory as he asserts the Didache 

“shows no traces of a definitely other Gospel. "202 

List of New Testaxent books possibly testified to: 

Hatthew Acts Hebrews 
Luke Romans I Feter 
John I Corinthians Jude 

The Shepherd of Hermas 

Charteris calls this book the work of the “Bunyan of the Church 

of the sccond century.202 A less appreciative view is taken by 

Dre Bunsen, who calls it a "good, but aul1 nove1,"93 ona his teacher, 

Wiebuhr, wiio remarke that he "pitied the Athenien Christians for being 

obliged to hear it read in their assenblics.™ after such a 

- characterization, let us look more closely at this early writings 

Charteris tells us “it is a succession of visions and nystic toachings, 

called "The Shepherd,! because the euthor describes the angel who 

instructed him es 'a man of glorious aspect dressed like a shepherd, 
105 

with a white skin, a wallet on his shoulders, and a steff in his hand.'® 

  

100. Gre » loce cite 
101; abid, p. Vesmanaae ae 
102. Charteris, ope cites De Ve 
108, Dr. pineee chip 10 et and His 9 Vol. iy De 515, anoles 

Cleveland Coxe, "Introductory Note to the Pastor of Hermas, The Ante= 
Hicene Fathers, 1685 ede, II, Se 
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The work itself contains eight wieieneituelve commends, and nine 

parables.106 Practical venchines for people who know the doctrines 

of the Gospel constitute the major pert.207 ’ 

I have seid that it was an early writings ‘dust how early, it 

appears impossible to decide. ‘there aro three outstanding theories as 

to the actual dating. Bishop Lightfoot sums them up very well for us. 

The earliest date (58 AeD.) associates Uermas with the Hermas of the 

Rottan Church, greeted by Paul in his letter to the Fomans.!08 origen 

is the leading proponent of this vies, end he was follozed by Eusebius 

and Jerome. However, Origen in speaking of this matter used the words 

"ut puto.” This shows that he really had no actual determining facts 

at his disposal. Secondly, it has been held for some time thet it was 

composed cae 155 AeD. ‘he ground for this view is chiefly the iuratorian 

Fragment. It deolares that Hermas wrote the Shepherd while his brother 

Pius was Bishop at Rome (140-155 AsDe). One difficulty in the way of 

this doting is that Clement is mentioned as a contemporary. ‘his must 

be a different Clement from the author of I Clement, or else the 

original Greek manuscript, of which we have the Jatin translation, 

could not have said that Plus was Bishop. ‘wo other doouments support 

this tradition, but do not appear to be independent. These are a Latin 

poem against “arcion and a letter to Pius himself. ‘he third and most 

recent theory is that put forth by Zahn followed by Casperi. Lightfoot 

thinks this supposition is instigated by a desire to reconcile the date 

ESSER AROS 

106. Gregory, ope cite, De 35s 
107. Charteris, loc. cit. 
108, Romane 16:14.~



with thet of Clement of Rome. Hence the composition is assiged to 

90=100 AeD. Looking over all three theories, Lightfoot. concludes 

that the last two agree best with the notices of the ministry and 

conditions in the church described by the Shepherd.109 Goodspeed 

seems to side with Zahn, placing the date at 100 AeD-210 James 

Hoffet feels thet echoes in the letter from Vienne and lyons prove 

that the Shepherd of Hermas was used in Gaul by the middle of the 

second century, 221 Cleveland Coxe ‘an The Ante=Hicene Fathers, holds 

for the later date; he writes, "At first sight, Hermag might seem to 

heve little in common with Irenaeus; and, on many accounts, it would 

be preferable to ree hin with Barnabas. But, I feel pare that 

chronology forbids, end that the age of trenacus, and of the martyrs 

of Lyon and Vienne, is the period which called for this work, and 

which accounts for its popularity and diffusion emong the church." 

Coxe goes on to sey that its popularity is due to its pecific spirit 

over against the rising heresy of Montanien. This spirit pleased 

the churches which were hesitant to denounce Nontenism imodiately. 

It was the "gentle antidote" for which they were looking.122 pig "8 

should have to choose one of these three datings, we should do well”. 

to follow Zahn , ‘and link Hermes with Clement. iiestoott believes that 

” Hermas exhibits the Romen characteristics of a sense for form and 
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order even more then Clement.215 Ee could be the logical successor 

to Clement. Then too, the testimony to the other theorles is such 

that it does not necessarily exclude this date contemporary with 

Clement. 

Let us see what the book reveals in support of our New Testanent 

canonical writings. Really, the scope of the writer géve'no opportunity 

for direct citation of Scripture. Hermas claims to have a divine 

message and to record the words of an angel.214- ‘Gregory satirically 

notes, "I suppose people seldom quote in dreems."115 Charteris sees 

only one real quotation, namely from Hatthew 10:33.226 yet although 

there are few quotations, festcott very Saiirincingly traces ‘the 

influence of our New Testament books on Hermas. In form, the ghephe rd 

of Kermas resembles very strongly our book of Revelation, while in 

tone it is more that of St. James. A knowledge of our Gospels a7 

evidenced by the numerous paraphrases. of cur Lord's words throughout 

the book. ‘here are also probable allusions to St. John and the Acts. 

At several places we seem to see St. John's teaching on "the Truth" as 

the ground of Hermas' wordse Farallels with the First Epistle of Peter 

are also noticeable. Commentators are wrong when they say there is 

great divergence between Hermas and St. Paul. ‘The turn of mind end 

the peculier object. of the author of the Shepherd of Hermas, do not 

make for a close connection with Paul, it is true, but there ere traces 
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of influence by the great missionary: 

In addition to marked coincidences of language with the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians and with that to the 
Ephesians, Hermas distinotly recognizes the great truth 
which is commonly regarded as the characteristic center 
of St. Faul's teaching. ‘'Faith,' he says, ‘is the first 
of the seven virgins. by which the Church is supported. 
Slie keeps it together by her powers and by her the elect 
of God are seved. Abstinence the second virgin is her 
daughters; and the rest are daughters one of the other. 
fnd when the Christian_observes the works of their mother, 
he is able to live.!117 

We see the harmony of Hermas with Paul's teaching on faith. 

The view which Hermas gives of Christ's nature and work 
is no less harmonious with Apostolic doctrine, end it offers 
striking analogies to the Gospel of Ste John. Not only did 
the Son ‘appoint Angels to preserve each of those whom the 
Father gave to Hims' but "ie Himself toiled very mich and 
suffered very much to cleanse our sins « « « And so when 
He Himself hed cleansed the sins of the people, He shoved 
then the paths of life by_giving them the Law which He 
received from His Father j-18 He is 'a Rock higher than the 
nountains, able to hold the whole world; anolent, and yet 
having a new gate, tt19 'His name is creatand infinite, 
and the whole world is supported by Him.'120. ‘He is older 
then creation, so that He took counsel with the Father 
about the creation which He madee!#! He is the sole way 
of eccess to the Lords and no one shall enter in unto Hin 

otherwise than by His Son.'!22 Go Hermas, that is,to the 
Christian of these later times, He appears ‘by the Spirit 

‘in the form of the Church.'123 

  

117. The shepiers of Hermas, "Vise," 111, 8, quoted in Westcott, 

Ope Cites ppe 20l, e i 

116. The Shepherd of Hermes, "Sime," v, 6, quoted in Uestoott, 
Ope Cites ppe 202, 205 
ET. Tha, i 2, 12, quoted in Westcott, loce cite 

120. Thid, 14, quoted in Westcott, loow cits 
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It is not difficult to see that Hermas must have been well acquainted 

with St. John. 

Since we have xo real quotations, with the possible exception of 

tho one from iiatthev, we cennot decide now liermas estimated the books 

he alludes to. Yet we do see thet he accepts their precepts and makes 

thom his own teachings. This would lead us to believe that he viewed 

them ag being from God Himself, und binding, ; 

The question of inspiration leads us to a discussion of whether | 

The Shepherd of Hermas is inspired itself or whether it belongs to 

tho Apocrypha. Charteris gives us the opinions of several of the 

Fatherse Clement of Alexandria spoke of it as inspired. Origen also 

thought it inspired. Eusebius end Tertullian, on the other hand, 

listed it among the spurious books.!®4+ Zahn tells us that the 

Ruratorien Fragment excluded it from being read in the worship of the 

public service of the churchet®5 ie gives us the reason why it wes 

excluded; it seems that the author of the Muratorian Fragment thought 

the Shepherd too recent a writiug (cas 145 AcDe)« Furthermore, the 

author was e decided, jpositive,, opponent of Vontanism, and did not 

think thet the Holy Ghost would be given once agein, as lie was at the 

dawn of Christianity.!25 ferrar believes The Shepherd of Hernas 

oan be secn to be an apocryphal book by comparing it with the 

Revelation of st. John.J27 Westcott holds thet a compericon with 

The Epistle of St.» James makes this even more clear to our 
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understending./28 We believe it is clear thet wo are not dealing with 

a book equal to those of our New Testament. ‘hile we are considering 

Apoorypha, it might be added that Charteris lists one "distinct allusion" 

in the Shepherd to on apooryphal book called Heldad end Uodade He 

gathers this from Hermas' statement that "Heldad and Nodad prophesied 

to the people in the wilderness."429 we heve no hint as to the 

evatuation of this book by Hormase 

As we review the testimony of The Shepherd of Hormas, we see that 

there is very little direot support to our canonical books. Yet there 

is an indirect acceptance of great doctrines of these books. "The 

Christianity that this beautiful dream depicts is fromthe beginning 

to the end a Christianity that lives upon our New Testament and not 

on books of which ve know nothing," conoludes Gregory.150 In his 

conclusion, we find oa fine summary of the value of Hermas for our study. 

List of New Testament books testified tos 

Matthew I Corinthians 

John Ephesiens 

Acts , I Peter: 
Revelation 

  

128. He writes, "The Shepherd beers the same relation to the 

Epistle of St. James as sia Epistle of Barnabas to that to the Hebrews. 
The idea of a Christian law lies et the bottom of them both: but 

according to St. James it is a lew of liberty, centering in man's 

deliverance from corruption within and ceremonial without; while Hermas 

rather looks for its essence in the rites of the outward Churche 

St. dames and Hermas insist on the necessity of works; but the one 

regards then es the practical expression of a personal faith, while 
the other finds in them an intrinsic value and recognizes the possibil- 

ity of superorogatory virtues" ‘Westcott, Ope cites, pps 199, 2006 

129. Charteris, ope cite, De xx1V« 
180. Gregory, ops Cites Pe 85s 

   



Conclusion 

The Apostolic Fathers have not offered us a great anount of 

conclusive evidence for our investigation. As has been said, this 

was not to be expected from their peculiar positione They operated 

greatly with the oral traditions. Yet, they have left us traces of 

the ‘great majority of the books of our canon. In addition, we have 

discerned an attitude in then tending to place these writings of the 

Apostles end followers in a special class. fone of the writers of 

the period we have just considered presumed to call himself by the 

same title of Apostle, nor would any one place his writings on a 

level with the Apostolic writings. Westcott substantiates this when 

he seys, "As if by some providential instinct, each one of those 

teachers who stood nearest to the writers of the New Testament con= 

trasted his writings with theirs and definitely placed himself on a 

lowér level."451 He goes on to add that this "fact is most signifi- 

cents for it shows in what way the formation of the Canon was an act 

of the intuition of the Church, derived from no reasoning, but 

realized in the course of its natural growth as one of the first 

results of its self-oonseiousnesse™!"* To make the matter” complete, 

we might add that we have seen this same intuition refuse to all 

epocryphel writings a place alongside the Hew Testenent dookse 
gai. a 
be 
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IIe The Age of the Greek Apologists AcDe 120-170 

The testimony here again ie not of an oxceptionally conclusive 

nature. After all, these men were apologists. They were defending 

the Christian religion against the attacks of learned heathen and 

their emperors. In a debate you must begin on cormon ground, and s0, 

reasoned the Apologists, here alsoe Therfore they hesitated to refer 

to the accepted books of the Christians, and when they did so, it 

was in a rather olrouitous manner. In the words of Westcott, “The 

ergunents of philosophy end history were brought forward first, that 

men might be gradually familiarized to the light; the use of 

Scripture wee for a while deferred (dilatae paulis:per divinae 

leotiones) , that thoy might not be blinded by the sudden sight of 

its unelouded glory." Nevertheless there do occur echoes of the 

words of the lew Testament books in their writingse We shall see 

which books these were. Furthermore, we shall observe that they 

did fesl that the books which they casually referred to, were decisive 

in the watter of doctrine. ioreovers, they could not feel the same 

way-toward books which were not the work of the Apostles and their 

follovers. 

The Elders quoted by Irenaeus 
These elders are men who, like Papias and Folycarp, sat at the | 

feet of the Apostles of the Lorde Westcott soys that these men £223 ) 

ee 
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in what is missing in Papies with regard to testimony to our conone” 

Their testimony is anonymouse 

irenacus mentions these references to the Rew Testament books, 

when he writes: "the elders, disciples of the Apostles," speak of 

"Peradise, to which the Apostie Paul was carried, und there heard 

words unuwtterablo to us in our present state" (2 Core 1234) .° 

Westcott further informs us thats 

e e e after instances from the Old Testament, the : 
Elder alludes to "the Queen of the South’ (tMatt. xiie 42), 
the Parable of the Talents (Matt. xxv. 27), the fate of 
tho traitor (Hatt. xxvie 24), the judgment of unbelievers 
(ifatt. x. 15); and also makes use of the Epistles to the 
Romens (as Ste Paul's), to the Corinthiens (the First by 
neme), and to the Ephesians, and probably to the First 
Epistle of St. Peter. In another place an Elder appogrs 
to allude to the Gospels of Ste Katthew and Ste Johie 

Bishop Lightfoot offers us a few other references to books of our 

How Testament. He finds support for tho Gospel of Luke when Irenaeus 

writes, " . » « the Lord saith, ‘And shell not God eto.'" (Luke 

xviii. 7, 8), and also when he writes, "as saith the Lord, "Hake to 

yourselves friends etc'” (Luke xvie 9). There is also testimony to 

II Thessalonians when Ironseus writes " ¢.e e the Apostle in the 

Epistle to the Thessalonians declares as follows, "Since it is a 

righteous thing oto.’ (2 Thesss i, 6-10)."° 

Irenaeus gives us a hint as to how the Elders regarded these 

writings of the Apostles and their associates when he records that 

which he had heard "fron en Elder who had heard those who had seen 

Ee Re 
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the Apostles and had learnt from them," the substance being that 

"the correction drewm from the Scriptures was sufficient for the 

ancients in thoso matters which they did without the counsel of 

the Spirite"® Such a statemont leads:us to believe that these 

"encients" placed the same value on guidance from the "Scriptures® 

as they did on the "counsel of the Spirits" They must have believed 

that the Spirit was presont also in the Seriptures. Furthermore, we 

seo from Westcott's statement above, that this Elder was quoting 

instances from the New Testament right along with instances from the 

Old Testanent. This seoms to indicate that he regarded both New and 

Old Testament of equal worthe 

Looking back over this information, we find even in these brief 

quotetions much support for our canon, in addition to evidence for 

its inspiratione 

List of New Testament books testified tos 

Matthew - . I Corinthians 
Luke II Corinthians 
John Ephesians 
Romans II Thessalonians 

I Peter 

The Evangelists in the Reign of Trajan z 

Eusebius! testimony roserding the Evangelists is not strong 

evidence; the expreseions are Eusebius' and therefore, cannot be 

pressed. The only point one could stress is the fact that the 

written Gospel formed the basis of the Evangelists’ mnissionaery 

Ce  ——— 
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presohing. Eusebius, Bishop of Caesarea (cae 315 AeDe)" was only 

two centuries distont from the persecution under Trajen (125 AeDe)® 

or the years in which theso Evangelists were actives’ Hence, Zuccbius 

may well hove hed exoellent substantiation for his stetexentse He 

has this to say of these mon of Gods "Thoy discharged the worl of 

Evangelists, goalously striving to preach Christ to those wao were 

still wholly ignoront of Christionity (6 77S 776 Tews Rees), end to 

deliver to then the Seripture of the divine Gospols" (737 rev decwy 

eud Y yerewy Tapa5i Sout yest We drex from thio thet these 

missionaries had several of our Gospels, perhaps all since Eusebius 

galls then "the divine Gospelse" Also, it seens that the books vere 

valued by thom, for they strove to. deliver thon to these heathen. ‘tho 

expression o 75 16 Tews door pugzles ug. Doos it expross a belie? 

thet the Word causes the faith? Then too, dees the fact that the 

expression "Seripture of the divine Coapels" is closely allicd to 

= @-deye 5 " above, indicate a belief that these Gospels had the power 

to create faiths or, are these words uerely the doss of Eusebius? 

O? this we con be certain, thet the Evangelists felt it necessary that 

these heathen should have the divine Gaspelse 

-fusebius gives us enother bit of information on one of the 

Evencelists, when he writes thet Fanteenus, near the close of the 

second century, traveled “even to the Indians; and there it is said that 
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he found that the Gospel according to Matthew had anticipated his 

arrival among some there who vere acquainted with Christ, to whon 

Bartholomar, one of the Apostles, had preached, and given on his 

departure (KataAclyac ) the writing of atthew in Hebrew letters." 
12 

ees 

These Evangelists have only « supporting value to our study. 

Yet, they do testify to the use of our Gospels, in particuler the book 

of Hetthew and they seem to plece a high value on theme 

The Letter to Diognotus 
This lotter is made up of two distinct parts. The first pert 

sugsests Greece itself; the second bears traces of Alexandrian 

influence.s!5 the date of the writing of the first section is set 

by Grogory at 117 AcDe2* Westcott agrees thet the indications of 

widespread persecution found in the letter point to the time of 

Trajens it can not be much later for there are traces in the letter 

of anticipation that Jesus would speedily return to earth (“rap oven” ) 25 

Gregory believes the latter section of the letter was composed cas 

147 £eDe45 He is seconded by Westcott, who states that it can not 

be later than 150 AcDel” In the second division, we do find 

somewhat of a desoription of the author. He calls ‘himself "a disciple / 
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He says it could 3 eny time from the end of ue sere co 
ning of the fourth century Charteris, Ope Cites Pe Yes tle 

-Cleveland Coxe gives the date as 150 AcDe Coxes "Tntroduotery Hote to 

the Epistlo of Mathotes to Diognotus," ope Gites, I, 28s 
1G. Westcott, ope cites Dpe 88, 89s . 
16, Gregory, 100. Cite = 
17. Westcott, ope alte, Pe 896 : ’ 
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of Apostles and a teacher of Gentilos."2 

Let us go immediately to a study of the references to our Now 

Testament books. Chiefly, these point to the writings of St. John 

end St. Paul. Westcott gives us an extensive list of the Johannioc 

references, including one closely connected Paulines 

The love of God « e e is the source of love in the 
Christian; who must needs love God who thus first loved 
him! (aWpoayanveav7a ), and find an expression for this 
love by loving his neighbour, whereby he will be "an 
imitator of God.? "For God loved men, for whose sake Le 
made the world, to whom He suggested all things that are 
in the enrth, « e » unto whom tos) He sent His only- 
beg otten Son, to whom He promised the kingdom in heaven 
(Tav Ev ctpavip paccdetr) and will give it to those who 
love Hims' 'God's will is mercy; ‘He sent His Son as 
Wishing to save (ws «%3wv ) . » » ond not to condemn;’ 
end as witnesses of this 'Christians dvell in the world, 
though they are not of the world.® So in the conclusion 
we read that the Word iho was from the beginning, e e e 
at His appearance, speaking boldly, manifested the mysteries 
of the Father to those who were judged faithful oy Hime* 
And those again to whom the Word speaks ‘from love of that 
which is revealed to them' share their knowledge with 
others. And this is the true knowledge which is inseparadvle 
from life; and not thet false knowledge of which the 19 
Apostle says, "knowledge puffeth up, but love edificth.’ 

=
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The lest citation, above, evidently refers to Ste Paul's First 

Epistle to the Corinthians, the eighth chapter, the first verse. lore 

allusions to Faul are found in the first section of the Letter to 

Diognetus. ie find here, besides phraseology similar to Paul's, 

allusions to Romans, I & II Corinthians; Galatiens, Ephesians, 

Fhilippiens, I TMuothy, Titus, and I Peters Yords suggesting the book 

of Acts also ocour. The later seotion hes indications of St. John — 
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end the Gospels generally, I and II Corinthians, end possibly I Timothy. 

These general references to the Gospels are sinllerities in wording 

which seom to show a connections we do not have e distinct references 7 

There are two statements in the second part of the letter which 

give us en insight into how the writer evaluated the books used by. 

him. The one is thet the "Word is still the teacher of the saints."@! 

The other is that "'the fear of the lew and the grace of the prophets? 

are united with 'the faith of the Gospels end tho tradition of the 

Apostles! as CORDED rie to the wealth of the Church ."22 The first 

statement is made after discussing how Christ when on earth taught us 

of His Father. ‘Then comes the declaration the the "Nord is still the | 

teacher of the saints." It is possible that here the author shows a q 

belief that the Word, nemely Christ, is still sposking to the saints 

through the Word, namely the New Testament, or for that matter, both : 

the Old and the lew Testanent. ‘the second statement does indicate that 

the Hew and Old Testament contributed an equal share to the wealth of 

the churche | . 

In conclusion we should like to set forth the books that find 

support in this small Leben. 

The S ic Gos 1s ~ Romans Ephesians 

John eae = I & II Corinthians I Timothy 

“Acts Galations Titus 

; : ; I Peter 

Sat omeecemmem canoe 

20e Westcott, ope eit PP. 92, 9le. 

21. pa ep. 1Z, quoted in Westcott, Be ott Cites 
De 95. 

22. Biognetuss quoted in Westoott, OPe Gites De 88e  
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Justin Hartyr 

Justin Hartyr appears to have been born around 100 AeD. in 

Nabulus, Flavia Heapolise*® This was the old town of Sychar near 

"Jacob's Well" in Sameria. dustin set out to find “truth” in the old 

Greek philosophies. He tried a Stoic, a Forinatetic, a Pythagorean, 

and even e Flatonist. At length, disheartened and despondent in his 

search for God, he met an aged, Icindly, holy man walking by the seae” 

This man led hin to faith and to the prophets. 

"Pray before ell things,'* were the lest words of this 
new master, ‘that the gates of light be opened to you; 
for [the'truths of revelation] are not comprehensible 
by the eye or mind of man, unless God end his Christ 
give him understanding.' ‘'Inmediately a fire was kindled 
in my soul,' Justin adds, ‘and I was possessed with a 
love for the prophets and those men who are Christ's 

friends ,'24 

After this he went about as a philosopher defending the Christien 

religion emong the heathen and endeavoring to dispel doubts as to 

its veracity. Of his many writings we have only three left thet are 

undoubtedly genuine. ‘here are two Apologies (one to the Emperor 

Titus)®5 ond the Dislogue with Tryphos’® Zehn Jenents tho fact that 

we do uot have Justin's writing against Haroion» for if we did, we 

would probably know iMarcion's canon better ond also the Bible of the 

Church of that deys2’ he tine during which the extent writings «ere 

oomposed may very well have been Ce 145 to 147 AeDe7® 

ORAS : 

2352 Grego Ope cits e 87. x ; 

' He Justin 1 favtyrs Tielogus with Trypho, chaps 7 ad fine, quoted 
in Westcott, ppe 97, 95 at 

26. Charteris, ope cite, Pe lv, ne le 
26. Ibid, pe lv. ‘ : 
27. Yehn, Geschichte des Ne Te Zanons, vole 1525 Pe 464. 

28. Lr. Hort, Journal of Class. and Saor. Fhilology, IIT, 159, quoted 

in Westcott, Ope Cites De 35, ne le 
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Justin's references to our liew Testament books have been the 

subject of such controversy. Wie, however, find that we agree with 

Charteris on this matter. He points out that the purpose of Justin's 

writings would not lead ue to expect hin to quote. our canonical books 

as inspired. Aftor all, he was writing to heathen. Therefore wo 

should, at the mest, look for agreement in tone and a possible use as 

historical neterinl. We need drow no conclusions: from the fact that, 

with only one exception, he does not call these books by neme, for 

Tatian himself, though he did not name the Gospels, yet wrote a 

hernony of them.29 qestcott also agrees that Justin did not name the 

Few Testament books he quoted,in order to stick to common ground with 

those to whom he wes writing. He concludes that all discrepancies 

between Justin's quotations and our canonical writings can be leid to 

to facts: the one thet dustin quoted mostly from mexory; the other 

that there were several readings of our Hew Testament text.°0 

Another great question concerns Justin's use of the title, The 

Uemoirs of the Apostles. We believe that he had in mind our four 

Gospel narretivese Here is Westcott'’s arguzent. In the first place, 

‘he says thet the Heroirs are called Gospels by dJustin.*4 Moreover, 

all the perts of the Gospel narrative which dustin draws from these 

HWewolre are found, if not in one particular evongelist's language» 

at least in New Testament phraseology. Westcott has found seven 

  

29. Charteris, Ope cite, ppe lv; ivle 

BO. Westcott, ope cite, ppe 115, 150. For a convincing and complete 

atuay of the whol eoientan of Justin's quotations, cf. Ibid, ppe 100-179. 

Sl. Ibid, po 112. Justin is quoted as writing, "the Apostles in 

the Hemoirs made by them, which are called Gospelsee « « 

    

 



places where Justin "distinctly" quotes the Hemoirs. "Of the seven, 

five egree verbally with the text of St. Eatthew or Ste Luke « « 23 

the sixth is a coupressed sumary of words related by Ste iiatthews 

the seventh alone presents an important variation in the text of a 

verse, which is, hovever, otherwise very Uncertaine" Ee then goes 

on to show that even this last one could de 2 variant reading of our 

canonicel watthewe®? Another ergunent is that Justin speaks of the 

Hemolrs as written by the Apostles and their followers, ic6sc5 

companions. Now Hark and Luke were followers of the Apostles, Peter 

end Faul. This is not true with regard to eny of the Apocrypha, co far 

as Westcott Imovs. Ho apocryyheal book had as ite author a companion 

of the Apostles. i Finally, dustin says of the eroirs that they were 

read in all the public service of the churches along with the "prophets." 

What would this be, other than our om Gospels? Zahn adds to our case 

when he informs us thet Trypho, writing to Justin, tells him thet he 

has reed something in the Gospel that he is wondering about. Justin 

does not ack him which Gospel he is using. He takes for granted the 

Trypho means the same Gospel he himself hed previously cited, namely, 

The Seca vs of the Apostles?“ Charteris agrees with our other two 

scholers end points out thet there is no: record in history of a bock 

entitled iiomoirs of the Apostles. ‘This murt be a description and not 

a titte.”” te offers us an arguzent from the negative engle which may 

(esananseeverseseimenennmeeeeeereceres 
. . 

.32. Ibid, ppe 107, 108, 15e-1566— ~ 
S3- hid, pp. 114, 115, 110. 
Sa, Zohn, Ope Cites VOle ls 2s De 477. 

3B5.. Charteris, ope cite, Pe lie , 
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well conclude our discussion. Supposing that we have a real apocryphal 

book here: 

The position, then, is that Justin used and Trypho read ' 
e Gospel which cannot 9¢ traced elsewhore or afterwards,-- 
a Gospel different from that which his contemporary Narcion 
know and mutilated: a set of books which so marvelously 
disepreared that Irenaeus (who had possibly known Justin, 
and certainly wrote within 30 years of his death), when he 
descanted on the four winds, the four quarters of the 
world, and the four Gospels, knew nothing of them; and 
thet Justin, when he quoted the Apooryphal book cr books, 
quoted so strengely that Eusebius, with all his love of 
gossip and all his historic lore, and many onother besides 
him, never knew that the quotations were not fron Hatthew, 

Hark, Luke, John. That is to say, that the Memoirs to 
which dustin challenged the attention of the komen emperor, 
senate, and people, and which were, therefore, well known, - 
hed so completely perished from the carth that Irenacus, 
who was fanilier with the affairs of Asia, Rome, and Gaul, 
appealed to friend and foe to remark how marvelous is 
God's crest providence in giving to Christendom and to 
humanity the four Gospels-=-the four, neither more nor 
less--of Matthev, “ark, Luke, and John.26 

Heving decided that these iicmoirs are none other than our four 

Gospels, let us see what is in them. ‘Westcott gives us a long 

catalogue of the events of the Gospel norretive which we find in 

Justin's writings. 

He telis us thet Christ was descended from Abraham through 

Jacob, dJudeh, Fhares, Jesse, end David--that the Angel Gabriel 

was sent to foretell His Birth to the Virgin Marye-that 

this was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaieh (VII. 14)=— 

that Joseph was forbidden in a vision to put away his espoused 

wife, when he was so minded=-that our Saviour's Birth at 

Bethichen had been foretold by Hiceh--that his parents went 

thither from Nazareth where they dwelt, in consequence of 

the enrollment under Cyreniuse=thet as they could not find 

@ lodging in the village they lodged in a cave close by it, 

where Christ was born, and laid by “ary in a nenger==that 

while there wise men from Arabie, guided by a star, 

Worshipped Him, and offered Him gold and frankincense and 

myrrh, end by revelation were comanded not to return to 
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Herod to whom they had first como=-=that He was called Jesus 
as the Saviour of His people--that by the command of God 
His parents fled with Him to Egypt for fear of Herod, ond 
remained there till Archelaus succeed hire-that Herod boing 
deceived by the wise mon comsanded the children of Bethlehon 
to be put to death, so that the prophecy of Jeremiah was 
fulfilled who spoke of Rachel weeping for her children-- 
thet Jeous grew efter the comnon manner of men, working as 
a carpenter, and so waited in obsourity thirty years more 
or less, till tho coming of John the Bapkist. 

He tells us moreover that this John the son of Elizaboth 
cane preaching by the Jordan the baptism of repentance, 
wearing e leethern girdle and a raiment of camel's hair, 
end eating only locusts end wild honey==that men supposed 
that ho was the Christ, to wrom he answered "I am not 
the Christ, but a voice of one crying s for lie that is 
mightier than I-will soon come (76+), whose sandals I 
om not worthy to bear'-=-that when Jesus descended into 
the Jordan to be baptized by him a fire was kindled ‘in 
tho river, and when He cawe up out of the water the Holy 
Spirit as a dove lighted upon Him, bidding Him at last 
to worship him. He further adds that Christ Himself 
recognized John as the Elias who should precede Him, 
‘to whom men had done whatsoever they listed;* and thus 
Ee relstes how Herod put John into prisons and how the 
daughter of Herodias danced before the king on his 
birthday and pleased him, so that he promised to grant- 
her anything she wished, and that she by her mother's 
desire asked for the head of John to be given her ona 
charger, end that so John was put to death. 

Henceforth, after speaking in general terms of the 
miracles of Chirst, how ‘He healed all manner of sickness 

and disease,’ Justin says little of the details of His 

Life till the lest great events. Then he narrates Christ's 

triumphel entry into Jerusalem from Bethphage as a ful- 

fillment of prophecy, the (second) cleansing of the Temple, 
the conspiracy against Him, the institution of the 

Eucharist 'for the remembrance of Him' the singing of the 

Psalm afterwards, the Agony at night on the Mount of Olives 

at which three of His disciples were present, the prayers 

the bloody sweat, the arrest, the flight of the Apostles, 

the silence before Pilate, the remand to Herod, the 

Crucifixion, the division of Christ's raiment by lot, 

the signs and words of mockery of the bystanders, the Cry 

of Sorrow, the Last Words of Resignation, the Burial on 

. the eve of the day of the Passion, the Resurreotion on 

Sunday, the Appearance to the Apostles and disciples,   
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how Christ opened to them the Soriptures, the calumies 
of the Senay the commission to the Apostles, the 
Ascensione 

Thus we see thet the events of Christ's life and happenings 

pertinent to it aro almost completely recorded in the writings of dustin. 

. This would seem understandable since he ettempts to show Christ as the 

fulfilinent of prophesy. The teachings of Jesus on the other hend, 

would not be as usable for his purpose. Yet we do notice that he makes 

referonce to discourses of our Savior. 

the first call to repentance, the Sermon on the ount, 
the gathering from the East and West, the invitation to 
sinners, the description of the true fear, the cherge to 
the Apostles, the charge to the Seventy, the mision of 
Join, the revelation of the Father, the promise of the 
sign of Jonah, the prophecy of the Passion, the acknow- 
ledgment of Sonship, the teaching on the price of a 
soul, on marrlege, on the goodness of God alone, on the 
tribute due to Caesar, on the two commandments, the woes 
against the Scribes and Fhartsees, the prophecy concerning 
false teachers, the denouncement of future punishment on 
the wicked, the teaching after the Resurrection=--are all 
clearly recognized and quoted, if not always in the : 
lenguage of any one Evangelist, at least in the dialeot 
of the New Testament. : 

Bere too, we heve convincing evidence for the existence of our 

Tew Testanent Gospels in generale Hou let us leok at some testimony 

to the individual canonical Gospels. Westcott explains that Justin 

Gives stronger clues to our books in the Dialogue with Tryphos 

beceuse the latter was acquainted with the Gospele So when quoting 

Jesus' words, Justin reminds Trypho that they are quoted in the 

written Gospe1.39 Here is a reference to our book of liatthews 

Rr nee 

S7e Yiestcott, ope Cites PPe 102-105. 
38.6 Ibid, PPe 108, 109. 

59. bid, pe 114. 

 



Wherefore also our Chirst when on ecerth told those who 
said that Elies must come before Chirst, 'Elias indeed 
will come and will restore all things; but I say to you 
that Elias came already, and they knew him not, but did 
to him all thet they listed." And it is written, ‘Then 
understood the disciples tnat he spate to them concerning 
John the Baptist.'40 

Here is ea reference by Justin to our Gospel of Ste Harks 

The mention of the fact that Christ changed the mme . 
of Peter, one of the Apostles, and that the event has 
been written in his (Peter's) emoirs, together with 
Lis having changed the name of two other brethren who 
were sous of Zebedee to *BZoanerges,’ tended to signify 
that He was the seme through whom the surname Israel 
was given to dacod, and Joshua to Hoshene= 

Westcott points out that the name “Soanerges" as applied to 

Jemes and John is found only in one of our Gospels, namely St. Mark's, 

the third chapter, the seventeenth verse. There it follows closely 

upon the remark about Peter's namee Consider too that the Early 

Church with ons volce placed the Gospel of Wark under the authority 

of St. Foter.*2 Hence we confidently claim this reference for 

substantietion of our, canonical Gospel of Hark. Furthermore, wo 

have a fine testimony to Luke's Gospel. Justin writes, "Jesus as 

Ee gave up His spirit upon the crose said "Father, into Thy hands 

I commend my Spirit:' even as I learned from the enoirs this fact 

also."*5 ‘here is enother echo of Luke in the language narrating the 

engel's visit to Mary.*4 
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Charteris offers us cone very definite allusions on the part of 

dustin to the Gospel of Johne ile writes: 

fake the curious disquisition on the Logos begotten 
by God in the beginning (Diels ce 62) as the medium of 
revelation in all eges of history, who is not separated 
from the Father, and whe is hinself Gode Take tho 
statexonts as to the new births as to the ford becoming 
flesh (Apole ce 66)3 the living water, and the celcstial 
habitation. With these it scezs impossible to doubt 
that dustin gives us echoes of the fourth Goszele*? 

The Revelation of St. Jom is actually mentioned by name in 

dusting He writes, "Horeover, elso among us a nen naned John, one 

of the Anostles of Christ, proghesicd in a reveletion mede to hin 

het those who have believed on our Christ skall spend a thousand 

years in deruselem « « e"“° chorteris reminds us that when we ‘see 

to how much trouvle Justin goes to explein who dohn was, we con 

underatand why dustin quoted as he dide Ho was speaking to heathon 

audienses, to a creat oxtent ignorant ef Hew Testaxent faotse*? 

tn spite of the fact that cJustin’s purpose called for a use of 

the Gospols alnont exclusively, we do find traces of the Epistles of 

Ste -Faul.e Westeott gives us a list of thens 

e ce “ke were taught’ that Christ is the "first-born" 

(wpwreréxos ) of Gods" “we have recognized Hix as the 
First«born of God and before all crcaturess" “by the none. 

of this very Son of God and tfirgt-born of avery creature 

(mpwrordiey wéens krisews ) e © « covery dexon is 

overcomes « e e® "through Him God arranged (“ocp7 sae ) 

all thingse" Elseshero he uses the exazple of Abrahan 
to show that circumcision was for a sign and not for 

righteousness, "since he being in uncircuuoision, for the 

soe of the feith with which he believed God was justified 

and blessede” "Sy faith (7<«ts+ ) wo aro cleansed through 

the blood of Christ and His death: who died for this; 
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"through whom we were called into the salvation prepsred 
eforetime by our Father." “Christ is the passover who - 
wes sacrificed afterwards:" “who shall come with clory 
from the heavens, when also the man of the falling 
evfaye=the wan of lewlessness (cs 82) ,--who speaketh 
strange things--blasphemous and daring (ce. 52), even 
ageinst the Host High, shall exert his lewless daring 
against us Christians." Elsewhere he speaks of Christ 
as "the son: and "Apostle? of Godse” 

The most remarkeble coincidences between Justin and 
Ste Feul are found in their comin quotations from the 
Septuagint. .. e « One example will explain the nature 
of the agreement. Speaking of the hatred which the Jews 
shewed to Christians, Justin says to then that it is 
not strange: "for Elies also making intercession about 
you to God speaks thus: "Lord, they killed Thy Fhophets, 
and threw down Thy altars, and I was left alone, and 
they are seoxing my lifee* “And He answers him:" 'I 
heave still seven thousand men who have not bent knee 
to Enanl." The passage agrees almost verbally with the 
citation of St. Paul in the Epistle to the Romans, end 
differs widely from the text of the Lik. 

There ere similar examples poiating to a use of the same rendering 

as Paul in the Epistle to the Galotiens and that to the Ephesiense 

In fect, we havo similer tie-ups with ell of Faul's Epistles except 

the Pastoral Epistles and the ones to the Philippians end Fhilenon.“? 

We have-two other works commonly sttributed to Justin, On the 

Resurrection and Address and Exhortation to Greekse the first hes 

traces of all four Gospels, no indications of Apooryphel traditions, | 

end similarity of lenguage with I Corinthians, Philippians, and | 

I Timothy. ‘he second supports John's Gospel, Acts, I Corinthians 

and Ephesians, 
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dustin doss not say specifically that he regards the New Testaxent 

“writings os inspired. Yet there are indications that he did so regard 

"them, life used the contents of these books,particularly of the Memoirs, 

as fulfillment of the Old Testament. Therefore, he mst have believed 

that they contained divine truth. Another fact is that he approves 

their being read alongside the "Prophets" in the public services. To 

conclude the matter, we offer his own words: 

As (Abraham | believed on the voice of God "and it was 
reckoned to him for righteousness," in the sane way we 
also when we believed the voice of God which was spoken 
again by the Aposties of Christ, and the voice which was 
procleized to us by:the Prophets, even to dying {for our 
belief], renounced all that is in tho world. 

This appears to place the Seriptural writings of the Apostles on a 

level with the Scriptural writings of the Prophetse Both seem to have 

received their messages in the same mannere 

A study of the quotations of dustin raises the question of 

whether he. used any Apocryphal Gospels. Charteris finds only one 

instance thet strongly indicates thet Justin used a noncanonical Gospel. 

dustin speaks of a fire in the Jorden at the baptism of Jesus." This 

trait is also found in the Ebionite Gospele Therefore, Charteris 

believes that Justin may have picked up a few traditions from Apocryphal 

Gospels.°> Westoott, however, tekes the position that no Gospels 

other than our own were used. He tells us thet the infency narrative 

of Christ found in Justin contains no epooryphal additions. He believes 

thet on examination of Justin's quotations docs not suggest Apooryphee 
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Those quotations repeated by Justin which dirfer from our canonical 

text are still just as different from each other. Westcott further 

adda that Justin has proserved the "peculiarities of the New Testazent 

Phreseology without the admixture of any foroign element." He concludes 

thet Justin's quotations "exhibit no trace of the use of any other 

evengelic records "54 Gregory joins Yestcott when he states that Justin 

"betrays no knowledge of books highly valued by them end neither today 

in our Uew Testament nor know to use "05 Vie feel we must join these 

letter two scholers in believing that no Apocryrha were used by Justine 

Neny of the strange sayings in Justin could have been picked up by 

hin from oral tradition. 

we Yéel that Justin occupies e very high place in our study of 

the canone He has given strong support to practically every book of 

our New Testament. Only the Catholic Epistles and the Epistles to 

Titus and Philemon find no reference in the genuine or doubtful writings 

of this philosophical apologist.©° Furthermore, we seem to find 

testimony by him that our cenonical books were considered inspired 

es early as approximately one century after Christe 

" We find testimony to every book of the liew Testanent excepts 

Titus I & II Feter 

Fhilemon I, II & III dohn 

James : Jude 

ERA 
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The Second Epistle of Clement 

The author of this work was not Clement but probably an unknom 

Gentiles?” Even Eusebius and Jerome questioned its genuineness.” 

Furthermore, the work itself is a homily rather than a letter. ”? 

Charteris believes that this Homily was spoken or delivered in the 

city of Corinth and hence came to be associated with the Epistle of 

Cloment .™ There is also en Alexandrine influence noted in the use 

of the Old Testament Apocrypha and the Gospel to the Egyptians. °2 

The date apparently can be placed at 120-140 AsD.°2 

Let us look at those books of our New Testexent attested by this 

sermon. The Book of Hatthew is evidenced when the author writes, "and 

moreover another Scripture sald, ‘I oame not to call righteous men but 

sinners, '"°5 fhis is also found in Herke Here are three free 

quotations from Matthew found in this Homily: 

[christ] seys Himself: 'Him that' confesses ‘me in the 
face of? men will I confess ‘in the fece of* ny Father. 

"For whet' is the profit *if' a man ‘shall gain the whole 
world and lose his soul?! Let us not therefore only call 

Him "Lord,' for this will not save uss; for he sayss ot 

everyone who saith to mo Lord, Lord,’ shall be seved, 

but he that doeth 'righteousnesse'& 

The Gospel of Ste Luke is echoed here when the author of the Honily 

writes, "The Lord saith in the Gospel, ‘If ye kept not that which is - | 

small who will give you that which is great? For I say unto you that 

Seen eS 
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he that is faithful in very little is faithful also in miche" the 

last cleuse of this is word for word with Luke 16:10, Another 

passage from II Clement agrees with Luke:6352, 35." Westcott finds 

also traces of the writings of Ste Paul, Ste James, and Ste John in 

this document. He shows that a passege from Isaieh was applied in a 

similer manner by this Homily end ty the Epistle to the Geletiens.°7 

Cherteris gives us on accurate list of all the sinilar quotations. © 

He finds allusions to these books: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, 

Komens, I & II Corinthians, Ephesians, Fhilippians, I Timothy, Hebrews, 

dames, I Peter. 

We find heartening testimony that this author placed a very high 

regard on the "Scriptures" as he cols thems In one quotation we have 

seen him state, “the Lord saith in the Gospel." He begins another 

passage similar to Luke 16:18. with the expression “God saith—-." 

Surely he mst heve believed that God was speaking through the Rew 

Testanent books. = ; 

Yie have Strone indications that spooryphal books were used. ‘hen 

the author writes, "the Lord said: Hy brothren are these who do the 

will of my Father," we find a stronger similarity with the Ebionite 

Gospel than that of Matthew.’ Also, he sets down, “The Lord Himself 

having been asked by someone when His kingdom will come? [Bic] saids 
Sabena 
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When the Two shall be One, and that which is Without as that which is 

Within, and the “ele with the Female neither Hale nor Female;" we 

learn from Clement of Alexandria that this saying was contained in 

the Gospel of the Egyptiense’! the first one seems to show a belief 

that the words of the Lord wore to be found in ets Ebionite Gospel, 

but the Ebionite Gospel could have gotten the iquotation fron Matther 

originally, end the author of Second Clement may'simply have found 

it useful to employ the wording of the apooryphal Gospel. Westoott's 

opinion is that in the author's mind no other Gospel "occupied the 

Plece of the Canonical Gospelse"?2 ‘ 

List of New Testament books referred tos 

Katthew Acts Fhilippians 
lark Romans I Timothy 

. Luke I & II Corinthians Hebrews 

John Galatians James 
Ephesians I Feter 

Dionysius of Corinth and the Letter of Pinytus 

Dionysius must have exerted a good deal of influence while 

Bishop at Corinth (165-198 A.D.)’> we have seven of the letters which 

he wrote to various churchese ‘hese ares to the Lacedaemonians, to 

the Athenians, to the Hicomedians, to the Gortynions, to the Anastrians, 

to the Cnossians, and to the Ronense “4 We shall consider chiefly 

this last letter, which was addressed to Soter, Bishop of Romee In 

it we find an indication that the teachings of Peul hed remained in 

authority at Corinth. Dionysius writes to Soter, “Today wes the 
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Lord's-Day [ond] kept holy, and we read your letter; from the reading 

of which from time to time we shall be able to derive einen ooe as 

we do from the former one written to us by the hand of Clement."75 

Thus we see that the letter of Clement had been preserved at this 

Ghurch, and, as we sew from our study of Clement, the teachings of Paul 

were embodied by Clement in his epistles We are also led to believe 

that Paul's Epistles were preserved by the Corinthians, for if such 

care had been extended to Clement's letter, why should not they show 

the same or higher regard for those of Paui?™6 

the references which Dionysius makes to books of the New Testa- 

ment are few, but encouraging. ‘Westcott finds allusions to Matthew, 

The First Epistle to the Thessalonians, and The Apocalypses?” 

Gregory notices in the Letter to the dmastrions a trace of Paul's 

First Epistle to the Church at Corinth. He finds exhortations on 

narriege end purity, also concerning readmitting one who has been 

excommmicated from the church.’ Both of these subjects are 

discussed by St. Paul in I and II Corinthians. This concludes the 

number of New Testament references which we have from Dionysius. | 

Kow let us see what sort of regard this bishop hed for the canonicel 

books. 

Mt one place Dionysius speake of the Scriptures of the Lord. 

He writes: . 

¥ , them; When brethren urged me to write letters, I wrote 

and these the apostles of the devil have filled with teres, 

pe ee 
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taking away some things end adding others, for whom the 
woe is appointed. It is not wonderful then that some 
have attenpted to adultcrete the Scriptures of the Lord, 
when they have formed the design of corrupting those 

- which make no claims to their characters 

Westcott sums up this testimony excellently when he observes, "It is 

evident that ‘the Soriptures of the Lord'=-the writings of the lew 

Testement--vere at this time collected, that they were distinguished 

from other books, that they were jealously guarded, that they hed 

been corrupted for heretical purposes.""° Charteris agrees that 

this expression the Scriptures of the Lord could have only neant the 
  

books of the New Testament, Helito and Irenaeus heving used the 

expression in a like monner.®! there may be another indication of 

the view Dionysius held of the New Testauent in some information 

which Eusebius gives use He tells us that Dionysius wrote to a 

Christian ledy named Chrysophora giving to hor "reasonable food.” 

Paul writes in Romens 12:1. of "reasonable service” and Peter in 

his First Epistle 2:2. writes of “the reasonable guileless milic."°2 

We can not use these words as references of Dionysius to our Kew 

testament, for the phrase is Eusebius's, but we can infer from this 

that Dionysius thought highly enough of the New Testenent to "Peed 

Christ's sheep" with ite While discussing this question, it may bewell 

to mention that we find no traces of apooryphal writingss but rather 

an energetic disapproval of anyone who would touper with the Scriptures 

of the Lorde 
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The Letter of Pinytus fits in very well with our discussion of 

Dionysius, for it was written in answer to a letter fron Dionysius 

himself. ‘We have but one sentence of this answering 1etter.83 

Pinytus urges Dionysius to "impart at some time more solia foods 

tenderly feeding the people committed to him with a Lettar of riper 

instruction, lest by continually dwelling on milk-like teaching they 

should insensibly grow old without advancing beyond the ‘touonice of 

babes. "54 We can see the connection with our Epistle to the Hebrews, 

chapter 5, verses 12 to 14. 

In sumiary, we ackmozledge that our sources are scanty and 

fragmentary. Yet in these sources the books of the New Testament 

arc referred to, with no contradictory reference. ‘the- canonical 

writings are used much in the seme manner as we use them in our 

literary discourses 2 

List of tiew Testazent books referred tos 

Dionysius: 
atthe 
I & II Corinthiens 
I Thessalonians 
Revelation 

Finytus: 
Hebrews : 

. _. Hegosippus x 

Hegesippus appears to have been born in Falestine of Hebrew 

descent. What positien he held in the church is not imown, but he 

must have been influential. we-drew. this conclusion from the fact 

that he made a trip'to Rome (157-163 A.Ds),°° stopping off on the 
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way to visit various bishops, and "finding everywhere the same 

dootrine."°% Later in life he set down in five volumes the theology 

of the bishops and teachers from efter the death of Christ to the 

time of the composition of these volumes.°? Naturally, mach 

historical material found its way into the compilation. Charteris 

says that the Lemoilrs were not published until after 177 ADae 

Unfortunetely, the work has deen lost. 

Much of our knowledge of Hegesippus being from Eusebius, it is 

well to discuss the silence of Lusebius on the references by Hegesippus 

to canonicel books, before studying the references themselves. 

Cherteris points to Lightfoot's findings, namely that Eusebius only 

referred to quotations from encient authors when the book was in 

disputes?” Rence we must find the evidence for the use of our liew 

Testament books in allusions. Here are the allusions noted by 

Charteris: Herod's fear at the birth of Christ betokens a knowledge 

of iiatthew 2, ac Epiphanius (Haor. 30,15) also pointed out; the 

description of the martyrdom of James the Just indicates Katthew 

26364, "when he [Hegesippus} speaks of the Son of man on the rignt 

hend of the mighty power, and about to come on the clouds of heaven 3" 

James! dying words, "Father, forgive them for they know not what 

they do," are the words of Christ on the oross as found in Luke 2535403 

Hegesippus, if historiens have it correctly, writes, "Blessed are 

your eyes, for they see," otc., and these words ocour in both 
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Matthew 13:16. and Luke 10:23.3 in the death of James, the crowd has 

asked dames about the "door of Jesus," reminding us of John's Gospel; 

Hegesippus seems to show Luke 19:11. when writing about Domitien's 

question as to Christ's Kingdom; the answer that was given, that ‘Christ 

was coming again in glory to judge the quick and the dead and to 

render to each men sccording to his works, points us to IZ Timothy 421.3 

even expressions from the Pastoral Epistles are woven into the text, 

when Hegesippus complains of the heretics that have sprung up since 

the Apostles heave died. 

4s we look at the words Hegesippus uses to describe the New Testa- 

ment, we feel that he viewed it as the very "Yiord of the Lord." 

He writes that in Corinth, he was refreshed by the sound word (jpves 

Aeyos).°2 He also writes that he found in every bishopric that the 

doctrine was being proclaimed from the "law and the prophets and the 

Lord."92 mss seems to tell us that the entire Holy Scriptures were 

being used as the source of doctrine, and that the writings of the 

Kew Testament were considered the Word of the Lorde In fact, in 

another instance Hegesippus refers to our Gospels as "Veae ypagac "95 

Tt may be worthwhile to notice that this man castigated many apocryphal 

books as having been written in his time and forged by heretics. 

Gregory believes thet this castigation demonstrates that Hegesippus 
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viowed our real, genuine New Testament books as truly dating from the 

: time of. the Apostles and not from his oyn day.?4 

fhere are definite indications that Hegesippus used apocryphal 

sources also as he wrote his Memoirse These apocryphal books are: 

The Gospel of the hebrews, The Syriac Gospel, and Jewish traditions. 

Yet Westcott believes such a use was naturals after all, a historian 

uses every source at his comment, 95 It is thus evident that Hegesippus 

went beyond both the Old and New Testament for his sources. Still; 

Westcott believes the Euseblus' language “implies that the Gospel : 

according to the Hebrews wer used by Eegesippus as a supplementary 

source, subsidiary to the Gospelse® 

Therefore, as we look over the testimony of Hegesippus, we see 

a tacit approval of our New Testament as possessed by the churches 

of his dey; we find a voiced indication that he believed then 

inspired by the Lords and, we find him charging the writers of 

apocryphea with forgeries. 

List of New Testament books referred tos 

Matthew — 
Luke “ 
John ; 

_ Fastoral. Epistles 

The Huratorien Fragment 
Muratori published the fragment nened after him in the third - - 

volume. of Antiquitetes Itelicae Hedli Aevi (1740).97 “the fragnent 
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as thonina¥S. in the Ambrosian Library at uilen and hed been in 
98 the nonastery at Bobbio. The date of the original writing could 

be placed at 170 A.D.99 ‘The author of the fragmont is unknown, and 

at present we heave it in a Letin form,29 A good desoription of its 

present form is found in the words of Tregelles, who evaluetes it 

thus, "Its evidence is not the less trustworthy from its being a 

blundering and illiterate transcript of a rough and rustic translation 

of a Greek original."10l Furthermore, it might be said that tho 

fragcent appears to be made up of “dislocated nieoses* the connections 

between the sentences being rather difficult to see.202 Westcott 

believes it to be a fragment of some Greek Apologetic work, perhaps 

either a "Dialogue with s ome heretic," or "detached pleces taken fron 

different parts of a considerable work."205 : 

Let us look at the referonces to our New Testament books. testcott 

has a thorough list of the testimony to our Gospels. He writes: 

The Fragment comnences with the lest words of a 

sentence which evidently referred to the Gospel of 

St. Hark. ‘he Gospel of St. Luke, it is then said, 

' stands third in order (in the Genon], having been 
written by "Luke the physicion’ the companion of 
St. Faul, who, not being himself an eye-witness, 

based his narrative on such infomation ss he could 

obtain, begiming from the birthof John. The 

fourth place is given to the Gospel of St. John ta 

disciple of the Lord,’ and the occasion of its 
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composition is thus described: "At the entreaties of 
his fellov-disciples and his bishops John said: "Fast 
with me for three days from this time, and whatsoever 
shall be revealed to each of us (whether it be favour- 
able to my writing or not] let us relete it to one 
enothere" On the same night it was revealed to Andrew 
one .of the Apostles that John should relate all things 
in his own neme, aided by the revision of all® . « « 
twhat wonder is it then that John brings forward each 
detail with so much emphasis even in his Epistles, 
saying of himself, “what we have seen with our eyes 
and heard with our cars and our hands have handled, 
these things have we written to yout" For so he 
professes that he was not only en eye-witness, but 
@lso a hearer, and moreover a historian of all the 
wonderful works of the Lord in order.' 

Though there is no trace of any reference to the 
Gospel of St. atthew, it 1s impossible not to 
believe that it occupied the first place among the 
four Gospels of the anonymous writer.” 

e 2 e Next to the Gospels the book of the Acts 
is mentioned as containing a record by St. Luke ‘of 
thoso acts of ell the Apostles waich fell under his 
own notice. That this was the rule which ne 
prescribed to himself ia shawn, it is added, by 
*the omission of the martyrdom of Feter and the 

journey of Faul to Spaine® 
Thirteen Epistles are attributed to St. Paul; 

of these nine were addressed to Churches, and four 

to individual Christianse ‘The first class suggests 

an atelogy with the Apocalypse. As St. John when 
writing for all Christians wrote specially to seven 

Churches, so St. Paul also ‘wrote by name only to 

seven Churshes, showing therobvy the unity of the 

Catholic Church though he wrote twice to the 

Corinthians end Thessalonians for their correction.’ 
The order in which these Epistles are enumerated is 

remarkable: 1 and 2 Corinthiens, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, Galatians, 1 and 2 Thesseloniens, Romanse 

This order may have been determined by a partiouler 

view of their contents, since it appears that the 

enthor attributed to Ste Paul a special purpose in 
sach Epistle, saying that ‘he wrote at greater length 

first to the Corinthians to forbid heretical schism; 

afterwards to the Galations to put a stop to 

circumcision; then to the Homand, according to the 
rule of the Old Testement Scriptures, shewing at 
the same time thet Christ was the foundation of theme    



The second class includes all that are received now: 
‘tan Epistle to Philemon, one to Titus, and two to 
Timothy,’ which though written only 'from personal 
feeling and affection, are still hallowed in the 
respect of the Catholic Church; for (or in) the 
arrangement of ecolesiastical disciplinos 

e « o ‘Horeover,' it is said, "there is in circula- 
tion an Epistle to the Laodiceans, and another to the 
Alexeandriens forged under the name of Paul bearing on 

e heresy of Narcion, and several others which can 
not ‘be received into the Catholic Churche For gall 

. ought not to be mixed with honey. The epistle of Jude 
however ("sane") ond two Epistles bearing the name of 
John are received in the Catholic Church 104 (or 
are reckoned among the Catholic Epistles )< And the 
book of Wisdom written by the friends of Solomon in 
his honour is acknowledged . we receive moreover 
the Apocalypses of John and Feter only; which letter 
some of our body will not have read in the Church.* 

After this mention is made of the Shepherd, and 
of the writings of Valentinus, Basilides, ‘and others: 
and so the Fregnent onds abruptly.105 

As we sce the long list of our New Testament books in this ‘Fregnent 

the thought neturally arises, “hy are some omitted?" Westcott gives 

us a list of these missing bookes Tf Peter, and I John, dames, II Peters 

and Hebrews.196 te also gives his opinion es to why they are oritteds 

"It (&he reason for the omissions] must be sought either in the 

character of the writing, or in the present condition of the text."107 

It mst be remembered thet we have here only a fragnente Who can say 

what was in the rest of the manusoript? After all, the First Epistle 

of Ste John was mentioned earlier in the Fraguent, out of its proper 

plece; I Peter was accepted by Polycarp ond Fapias, and there is no 

RS 
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evidenco of its evor having been disputeds moreover, Hebrews and James 

would not hove been omitted when Jude and even apocryphal books were 

mentioned.228 so the absence of these books from this "canon" does 

not worry use 

Our next aim is to attempt to discover what regard this Fragzent 

exhibits for the canonical books. ‘ie find written: 

Though various ideas. (principia) are taught in each 
of the Gospels, it makes no difference to the faith 
of believers, since in all of them all things are 
declared by one sovereign Spirit concerning the 
Hativity, the Fassion, the Resurrection, the conversa= 
tion of of our Lord with His disciples, and His 
double Advent, first in hunble guise, which has taken 
place, $B8 afterwards in royal power which is yet 
futures 

This definitely shows a belief on the part of the author that God 

was speaking in the four Gospels. We must conclude that the man held 

the samo view for the rest of the books of his "undisputed" canon 

which wore also the work of the Apostles. Westcott points out that 

there does not appear to be an argument or hint as to the acseptance 

of these Gospels only after a struggle or at a lete dates and, if 

you admit that our Gospels were held in such high esteem from the very 

first, even when oral tradition abounded, then you confirm the 

testimony of all of the fragments up to this time. If you deny that 

these books wore aceépted ellelong, then you make a-hopeless riddle 

of the lenguage of this author, who hed probably talked with Polycarpe 

You mst then suppose that our Gésgels, became the sole authority 

only in this author's time, while previously they had been associated 
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with many othor gospels. Yet as we have said, the author of this 

Fragment seems to indicate that the four Gospels had always held the 

Plece of .sole authority.210 

How the church felt about the apocrypha hus been seen in this 

Fragment, vhen the writer declared that "gall ought not to be mixed 

with honeys" He listed the Epistles to the Laodiceans and the 

Alexandriens as definitely excluded Apocrypha. the Wisdom of 

Solomon is acknowledged, and the Apocalypse of Feter is spoken againste 

In conclusion, we acknowledge the importance of this Fragnonte 

This is the earliest attempt at a canon of the liew Testament books thet 

we heve at our disposale It is encouraging to soc that most of our 

book ere included. 

All of our New Testament books are found in this canon excepts 

Hebrews 
Jaries 
I Peter 
Ii Feter 
I dom ~— 

Kelito, Bishop of Sardis 

Uelito was Bishop of Sardis during end after the reign of Marcus 

Aurélius (ca. 160 AeD.)E!2 te list of his writings includes: some on 

Hospitality; on Easter, and on the Lord's days; on the Church, on 

(Christign) Citizenship and Prophets, on, Propheoys on Truth, on Bapkisns 

on the Creation, and Birth of Christ, on the nature of Han, ond on the 

Soul end Body; on the Formation of the World, end according to one 
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reading, on the Organs of sense3-on the Interpretation of Soriptures 

on the Devil, and on the Tncarnation<112 a: 

An interesting writing is his letter to a felloz-Christian, 

Onesimus, who had requested hin "to meke seleotions for him from the 

Lew end Prophets concerning the Savior and the Faith genorally,™ 

and in addition, wanted to learn the asourate "account of the Old 

(tadactiv) Bookse™25 yerito writess “heving gone therefore to the 

East, and reached the spot where each thing was preached and dono, 

ard having learned accurately the Books. of the Old Testament, I have 

sent a list of them."!14 such a statement as this seems to indicate 

that a New Testament was at hand. Hentioning the "Old Hooks” indicates, 

very probably, a contrasting with the "New Books." Furthermore, 

calling these books "Old" implies thet the "New" were on a par with 

then. 

A second writing, "Oration of Uelito the philosopher, who was 

in the presence of Antonius Caesar" (ca. 170 AeDo215) has come dom 

to us in e Syriac translation.226 Since. it ia an apologetic work, we 

can not expect to find many references to our liew Testemont. Westcott 

finds that the traces of the Gospels are extremely raré here, the 

Gose1 of John being the most certain. There. ere, however, more 

references to our Epistles. ‘he chief ones echoed are St. Janes, 

The First Epistle of Peter, and the. Second Epistle of Peters” 

eae « . 
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lielito also wrote a troatise "On the obedience of Faith,® @ phrase 

‘gomnon to Paul (Rom. 1:5 & 16:26.)5 ond, thero ie also a'trentise 

on the Apocalyse.t18 

In spite of the scanty references to our books, we find all the 

teaching of these books present, as we look at a fragment seid to be 

from the treatiss On Faith by Helito. In this work he writes: 

We have made collections from the Law and the 
Prophets. relative to those things which have been 
declared respecting Our Lord Jesus Christ, that we 
may prove to your love that He is perfect Raason, 
the Yiord of God; Who was begotten before the lights; 
Who was Creator together with the Fathers; whowas. the 
Fashioner of man; tho was all in.all; tho among the 
Patriarchs was Patriaroh; tiho in the lev was the Lerrs 
auong the priest Chief Priests; among kings Governor; 
emonz prophets the Prophet; among the Angels Archangel; 
in the Voice the Words among spirits Spirit; in the 
Father the Son; in God God; the King for ever and 
ever. For this was He who was Filot to Noah; who 
conducted Abrahams tiho was bound with Isaac; Who was 
in exlle with Jacobs; Who was sold with Josephs Tho 
was Captain with Moses; who was the Divider of the 
inheritence with Jesus: the son of Hun;'iwho in David 
aud the Prophets foretold His own sufferings; iiho 
was born at Bethlehem; who was wrapped in swaddling 
oloths in the mangers Who was seen of shepherds; Yho 
was glorifiod of Angels; “ho was worshipped by the ~ 
Magi; Who was pointed out by John; tho assembled the 

Apostles; who preached the Icingdoms iho healed the 

maimed; Who gave light to the blinds Who reised the 

dead; Who appeared in the Temples Who was not believed 
on by the people; Who wes betrayed by Judas; Who was 
teid hold on by the Priests; Who was condemied by 
Pilate; who was pierced in the flesh; Who was hanged 
upon the tree; Who was buried in the earths Who rose 

from the dead; Who appeared to the Apostles; viho 

ascended to heavens Who sitteth on the right hend of 

the Father; tho is the Rest of those that are departed,. 
the Recoverer of those who aro lost, the Lignt of 
those who are in darkness, the Deliverer of those who 
are- captives, the Finder of those who have gone astray, - oe 

the Refuge of the afflicted, the Bridegroom of the   
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Church; the Charloteer of the Cherubiy, the Captain of the 
fngels, God who is of God, the Soh who is of the Father» 
Jesus Christ, the King for ever end ever. Amen 

Looking over this testinony we see that although references to 

individual books are scarce, iielito has implied the existence of a 

collection of the "iiew Books" as opposed to the "Old"Books,"™ and in 

_ addition has shown a knowledge of Christian teachings contradicting 

none of tho New Testament teachings. 

List of Wew Testament books referred to: 

The Gospel of John 
Romans 
I Feter 
II Peter 
Revelation 

Claudius Apollinarus 

Claudius was a contemporary of elitos!2° chertcris mekes hin 

Bishop of Hicrapolis cas 180 ADetet The testimony which we shall 

consider was written by Cleudius concerning the date for the Easter 

celebration. Ee writes: "Some say that the Lord ate the lamb with 

his disciples of the 14th (of Nisan) and suffered hinself on the 

great day of umleavened bread; and they state that Matthew's narrative 

is in accordence with their view; while it follows that their view is 

et variance with the laws, and ecoomtine to them the Gospels seem to 

disarree, "122 

The importance of this testimony is that the Gospels are assumed 

to have been accepted for a long time, no indication being given 
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that they had just recently emerged victorious over apocryphal Gos pels. 

Secondly, it will be evident that the author assumes that the aes 

cannot -disegree, using this as an argument for his view. 

List of ilew Testament books referred tos . 

Katthew 
the Gospels 

Theophilus 

Theophilus, we are told by Westcott, was a heathen by birth and 

a native of the East. According to Eusebius he was Bishop at Antioch a 

during the time of Harcus Aurelius.!25 The most important works of 

his, remeining, are three books to his learned heathen friend 

Autolycus. Theophilus was trying:to ‘convince him of the truth of the 

Christian religion.!24 

As we lock into these three volwws we find references to Matthew, 

John, Romans, I 2 II Corinthians, Ephesieus,. Philippisns, Colossians, 

I Mmothy, Titus, Hebrews, I Peter, end according to Eusebius, Revelation.1~© 

The most important testimony is that concerning the inspiration of 

these books. Gregory gives us euple evidence that Theophilus did 

believe the How Yestament to be the Word of God. He tells us how 

Theophilus spoke -of the prophets as "spirit-bearers of the Holy 

Spirite” Theophilus speaks.of the Old Testexent, saying it “teacher 

us the Holy Spirit by the prorhets,” "teaches the divine scriptures" 

"the divine scripture," "the divine scripturese" How, Gregry S8ySs 

Theophilus applies the seme description to the ApostJé John, when he 

  

125. Gregory apparently holds to a slightly later date, civing 

181-190 ‘boca the term a Theophilus’ bishopric, ope cites De 186. 

124. Westcott, ope Gites De 228s 7 : 
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writes, "iihonce the holy Soriptures and all the spirit-bearers teach us, 

of whom John says: in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, showing thet at first God only was and in Him the Words" John 

126 
is here mde a “spirit-bearer" also. Gregory opposes the opinion: 

that Theophilus regarded tho New Testement of less value than the Old, 

stating thet this Antiochen bishop almost seems to place the lew 

Testament above the Old. Thisis demonstrated when Theophilus represents 

the New Testament as giving more commending statements as to morals, 

Gefen chastity.t27 He writes, "And the gospel voice teaches in the 

strongest manner about chastity, saying'=-not to look at a women with 

‘evil thought, and not to put away a wife."/28 the value placed upon 

the Epistles by Theophilus is shown when he alludes to St. Faul's 

Epistle to Titus in this fashions. "And further also about the beixg 

subject to povers and euthorities and praying for them, the divine word 

commands us that wwe should lead a calm and quiet life."229 there is 

no mistaking his meaning when he says "the divine word commnds use" 

In view of all this testimony, Gregory concluies, "there is to ny mind 

not the shadow of a doubt that Theophilus had the. bulk of our Hew 

Testament books, and that he regarded then in general as all of then 

equal in authority to the books of the Old Tostament."150 

List of Hew Testament books referred to: 

Hetther # I & II Corinthians I Timothy y 

John Bphesians ; Hebrews 8 ———— 

Romans Philippians . I Feter 

Titus Colossians Revelation 
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Athenagoras 

Hot much is know about Athenagoras. jie have only his om writings. 

Eusebius and Jerome ignore hime/81 the supersoription of his Apology, 

addressed to Harcus Aurelius and his son Comaodus, informs us that he 

was an Athenian end e philosophers!52 The Apology was entitled "A 

mission about Christians (seqscia mpi Xptezcav), "158 Gregory adds that 

he also wrote an essay on the Resurrection from the dead, and further= 

more, places the date of Athenegoras' testimony at 177 ap.2% 

Westcott tells us that Athenagoras made “tacit references" in his Apology 

to Hatthay, John, Romans, I Corinthians and Galatians; St. Luke eid 

I Timothy are doubtful. Paul is called "the apostle" in the treatise 

On the Resurrection, and I & II Corinthians are echoed. 255 Gregory 

offers us en instence which seems to have been drwm chiefly fron 

Matthew and partly from Luke: Athenagoras writes, "what then are the 

words on which we have been brought up? I say unto yous Love your 

enemies, bless those who curse you, prey for those who persecute you, 

so that ye may be sons of your Father in the heavens, who ceuses His 

6 
sum to rise on the evil end good, and rains upon just and unjust.™5 

Westcott adds that in this last instance, Athenagoras not only says 

of the words of Matthew, "These are the words in which we are reared," 

but also "with which we ere nourisheds"/°’ we might conclude from this 

CERES eT 
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that the book of Matthew and probably the other New Testament books 

were thought to have tho power to nourish people, nemely that the Holy 

Spirit through them nourished people up in their nost holy faith. 

list of Nev Testament books referred to: 

Matthew Romans c 
Luke I Corinthians 
John Galatians 

I Timothy 

Conolusion ; 

In spite of the meager sources and fragrents of this period, 

in addition to the apologetic nature of the writings, the study of | 

this period has been profitable. iihen placed side by side with our 

first chapter, there is witness for every cenonical book with the 

exception of the Second Epistle of Petere Furthermore, as we study 

the testimony of the age of the Apolocists, we seo a gencrel high 

regerd for the New Testament writings, to the point of speaking of 

their authors as "spirit-bearerse" Finally, only one book, The 

Apocalypse of Feter, has found acceptance in the Canon of the 

138 
Christian Church, and that acceptance is a doubtful ones 
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III. The Early Versions of the New Testament 

Our final chapter is in itself the summation of all our study. 

We shall see thet the early Versions sre a very ancient testimony 

reaching back almost to the earliest deys of Christianity. Further= 

More, we shall find included in these Canons every book of our New 

Testament with the exception of the ‘Second Epistle of Peter. Also; 

it will be evident from the care and regard which the people showed 

for these eerly Versions, that they were particular which books went 

into theme A book had to be generally approved and tested before it 

was included. ‘hat that testing was we can not.know, yet it must 

have been the testing of being tried by the Christians and found to 

contain the paver of the Spirit. It is clear that the apooryphal tooks 

could not moet that test, for without exception, not oue found its 

wey into either of these early Canonse 

| The Syriae 
The Syriec Version of the Hew Testament is undoubtedly of great 

antiquity. The exact date is not knowa, Gregory thinks he is giving 

& very "modest" opinion when he ventures 170 A.D. as the dates? 

Westcott tells us that most scholars place it within the first half 

of the second century 2 

Indeed, there are quite a few reasons why we should think it to 

be of such en early date. In spite of the fact that it hes been 

EE anieenioneeseee 
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revised quite often, the language still represents in part! the 

Aremnic which wes spoken in Palestine.” It is knom also that books 

at a very early dete wero translated from Syriac to Greek; why not 

expect that the Greek How Testament bocks were translated into Syriac? 

Bardesenes, author of a Syriao Dialogue, On Fate,could scarcely have 

opposed Larcion as he did without the use of a Syriac version of the 

Bible.” Eusebius, moreover, tells us that Hegesippus “made quotations 

from the Gospel according to the Hebrews and the Syriac and especially 

from [writingsin T]the Hebrew lenguage, shewing thereby that he was 

a Christion of Hebrew descent."® Bphraem Syrus, a deacon of Edessa. 

in the fourth century, demonstrates the antiquity of the Version. 

He treats it as a book of "established authority," calls it "Our 

Version," and although the Eastern dialects are “proverbially permanent," 

the "loncuage even in his time had become partially obsoletes"” To 

close the argurent, we note that by the fourth century all the Syrien 

Christians of any sect had accepted this one Syriac Versione Thore 

would undoubtedly have been a rival version if the "Syriac" had not 

been already established through usage over a long period of yearss 

8 before the first heresies became commons 
. 

It is heartening to hear that most of our lew festaxent canon 

was included in the Syriao Versione Grogory tells us that every 

Canonical book excopt II & III John, If Feter, dude, and Revelation, 
RE eERERRORR TREES 
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‘were accepted. The book of Revelation found readicr acceptance in 

tho Wests; II and II John wore rather private letters; and II Peter 

was not known everywhere until the end of the third century.? It 

scems peculiar that Jude was not accepted, since it had been written 

in Falesiine “end appears to be necessarily connected with . e. the 

Epistle of St James."!0 

The question of the acceptance of apocryphal books finds a 

complete nozetion here. Although AS ee books were current 

throughout tho Bast, thore simply is not one inoluded in this “earliest 

"Version." 

In conclusion, we may say we find excollent testimony to the 

presence of our Hew Testament beoks at this eerly date. It may also 

be noticed that no dudaistis influence mutilated the Syriac Version, 

for the writings of Ste Paul were all accepted. 

Every New Testament book is received excepts 

II Foter 
II & Itt John 
dude 
Revelation 

The Old Latin 
This Version originated in Northern Africa, where Chris tiens 

were in great abundance, near the end of the second centurye They did 

not speak Greek as their follow Latins in Italy did. Their speech 

was.a "peculiar form of Latin, Vigorous, elastic, and copious, havever 

alg - 
far removed from the grace and elegance of a classical standards 

RE aoa 
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Tertullion of North Africa (ca. 190 AwD.)2° uses many Latin quotations 

of Soripture and speaks of Latin as the langinge of his church, oxhibit- 

ing the presence of one distinct Version, even though there is no 

church remaining in thet area todey to teatify to that fact.!« Irenaeus, 

one of the vory earliest Latin writers, undoubtedly utilized this Old 

Latin Version when he made his own translation. We find many verses 

which must have been taken over bodily from the Vetus Latina, as it is 

called, for these verses agree with the "most trustworthy “anuscripts 

of the Version."25 Thus ‘seeing thet the Version goes back into the 

eorliest of Latin writers, end allowing some time for usage to 

stereotype ‘the quotations, Westcott concludes that we can not place the 

date of this Version any laterthan 170 AeDet® Furthernore, seeing 

thet the various books appear to have been translated by different 

authors, probably at different times, Westcott conjectures that the 

translation is "coeval with the introduction of Christianity into 

Africa, and the result of spontaneous efforts of African Christians.” 

Gregory informs us as to the contents of this Canone He says it 

ineluded the four Gospels, the book of Acts; thirteen Epistles of 

Faul, I Peter, I, II & III doh, Jude, and Revelation. He does not 

find II Peter or Jamese Hebrews may have been included, under the 

authorship of Barnabasel8 . ; 

fertullien (190 AcDe) shows by his language that the Epistle 

to the Hebrews had not been accepted. He is arguing against a sooond 

‘Eg Seca 
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repentance for flagrant evil-doors: 

"The discipline of the Kposties 3 isa thus clear and 
decisive . « « I wish, however, though it be superfluous, 
to bring forward also the testimony of a companion of 
the Apostles, well fitted to confirm the discipline of 
his teachers on the point ‘before use For there is ° 
extant an Epistle to the Hebrews which bears the name 
of Barnabas. The writer has consequontly edequate 
authority, as being one whom St. Faul placed beside 
hinself in the point of continence; end certainly the 
Epistle of Earnabas it more commonly received snorg ehe 
Church than the Apocryphal Shesherd of adulterers." 9 

Hesteott tells us that Tertullien quoted Hebrews 634-8 after writing 

the above.“2 ‘this denonstratés that this Church Father. truly had in 

mind our Hebrews aud not the apooryphel Epistle of Barnabas. Also, we 

see that this writing shows that Hebrews must not have been in the 

Old Latin Version, for this was really Tertullien's strongest argument, 

yot he felt he could only use it as secondary evidence. If Hebrews 

hed been in the 01d Latin Version, Tertullian would heve put this 

argunent first. Westcott has oxemined the Cleromontane Manusoript of 

the book of Hebrews in the Latin Vulgate. He believes that the text 

indicates thet the translation from the Greek wes made at a very early 

date, also that it had not been subjected to the revision common to 

books of the Old Latin Versione ‘Tho Latin is still very ‘simples 

“perhaps the simplist form of the Vetus ‘Letinas"*? “Hence it probably 

Was not in the Old Latin Canon, as Jerone had indicated when he wrote, 

"The custom of the Latins received it not "22 

Tertullian quotes the book of Revelation very often, ascribing 1% 

Ne RSLS 
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to St. John. Woreover, these quotations agree with the corresponding 

passages in the Apocalypse of the Vulgate, and all indications point 

to the fect that the Apocalypse was, from the earliest times, incorporated 

in the African Canon as Soriptures29 

The same is not true of the Second Epistle of Peter. Westcott has 

exemined the lenguage of this epistle in the Vulgate and draws the 

following conclusions: that in the Vulgate, wiich incorporated much of 

the Vetus Latina, the Taneuaee of II Feter differs @ good deal from that 

of I Peter and from the text of other parts of the Vulgate. iiow, if 

they hed both beon admitted at the sane tine to the Old Latin Canon, 

they probably would have been translated by the same man; as it is, the 

translation of II Feter differs from that of I Peter even in words 

corsuon to both; the seme differenceisobservable in the case of II Peter 

and dude, parts of which are almost ddentical in Greek; still, tao. 

different sen may have translated II Peter, but when on top of this we 

consider that Tertullien mkes no mention of the Epistle, we are led 

to conclude thet it had nbt been translated by his times?# 

‘The language of the Epistle of Sts James, as found in the Vulgates 

also shows: indications of the work of a special translators In 

addition, it seems to have been translated later than the acknowledged 

books .25 

Looking back over this testimony, we see that almost every book: 

of our Kew Testament has been acknowledged in this ancient Canons’ 

Furthormore; the books were valued so highly, phase they were quoted by 

SN ae 
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Tertullian as conclusive for doctrine. Equally important is the 

. fact that no Apoorypha or “foreign element" have found their way into 

this Versicn’® 

Every book of the Hew Testament is attested excepts: 

Hebrews 
James 
II Peter 

- Conclusion 

With the exemination of the evidence afforded by these two 

ancient versions, the Syriac and the Vetus Latina, we can bring a 

suitable conclusion to our study. We shall find that our three 

controlling purposes heve beon fulfilled. E 

In the first place we have discovered in these two Versions a 

confirmation of the testimony of various individuals from the Apostolic 

deys omverd, ‘ic have here a list of books sanctioned not by private 

testimony, but by public use in the public services of the churches 

Furthermore, these Versions are a witness from the earliest timese 

Westcott evaluates them thus: 

They furnish a proof of the authority of the books 
which thoy contain, wide-spread, continuous, reaching 
to the utmost verge of our historic records. Their real 

Weight is even greeter then this; for when history first 

spenks of them it speaks as of that which was recognized 

as a heritage from an earlier period, whigh canvos have 
been long after the days of the Apostles. 

In the second place, we see the.déep reverence and high regerd 

felt in the Christian Chureh concerning the canonical books by the 

way the churches guarded these two ancient Versions. ~The Western 

all of 
Churoh, in the Old Latin Version had clung tenaciously to 

SPSS 
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the books,?° while the Eastern Church had held just as strongly to its 

first canon. And it will be remeubered that the Syriac Version did 

not contain all the books. These Eastern Christians were so zealous 

for the purity of their flew Testament that they would not change their 

judgment and inolude the missing books until centuries latere—? It 

was only in the fifth century that "it was revised after the Greek 

text.” Westcott remarks on the adherence of the Eastern Christians 

to their first list of books in this manners 

And cen this element of fixity be without its influence 
on our estimate of the basis of the Syrien Cenon? Cen that 
which was guarded so jealously heve been made without care? 
Cen thet which was received witiout hesitation by Churches 
which differed on grave doctrines have been formed originally 
without the sanction of sone power from which it was felt 
there was uo appeal?® . 

He goes on to explain thoir error as arising "not from the principle 

of conservatism on which it rested, but fromthe inperfect data by 

which the sum of Apostolic teaching was determined." 

Thirdly, we have noticed the opinion of Christendom on the 

apecryphal books as summed up in these ancient Verslonse Not one 

apooryphal took found acceptance in either canone Yes, various 

individual writers end churches did from time to time show « varying 

degree of respect for these books. Sut the voice of early Christendom 

speaking in these two canons excluded every one from the list of New 

Testament bookse To sum it up, " « « » by enlarging our view so as 

to comprehend the whole of Christendom and unite the different lines 

Se eee 
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of Apostolic tradition, we obtain with one exception a perfect New 

Testament, without the admixture of eny forgign cloment."°5 The 

Apostolic Fathers. the Apslogists, the early Versions, all threo, 

tell us that our New Testanent is the ancient covenent accepted by 

the Church and aclmowledged by thom as the Word of Gode®4 
  

S3e Ibid. Westcott conjectures that the indefinite address of 
II Poter may have kept it from circulating as freely as the rest of 
the bookse j 

S4e <A study of the early herotics would corroborate our findings, 
and show that even the opponents of the Church, either. by secking to 
find senotion for their horesies in the canonical books or by attacks 
on canonical books, indicate the authority assigned then in the Church. 
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