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THE HUSSITES AND THEIR WORK OF
REFORMATION IN SLOVAKIA
Introduction

In the middle of the fourteenth century central Europe
was ripe for a reformation movement, a re-formation of the
Church of the day. In consequence of the shameful debasement
of the papacy and the deep ecorruption of the clergy and monks -
the influence of the Church upon the moral and religious cul-
ture of the people, in spite of the ardent zeal of the homi-
lists and catechlists, was upon the whole muech less than for-
merly. Reverenee for the Church as it stood was indeed tot-
tering, but was not yet completely overthromwn.

The reckless and shameless sale of indulgences often
made the exereise of church discipline impossible. It smo-
thered religious earnestness and crushed all of the religious
spirit of the people. The discreditable conduct of the men-
dicant monks destroyed all respeet for the confessional. The
scandalous use and misuse of the ban and interdict had shorm
these of muech of their terror. Frightful curses were pro-
nounced at Rome every Maundy Thursday against heretics by the
solemm reading of the bull in Coena Domini. Superstition
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prevailled, and was all the more dangerous to the welfare of
Christ's kingdom here on earth as time went on. 1

The conditions in the Bohemian Church which precipitated
the reform measures of Hus and others were as corrupt as
those in the land of the Lutheran Reformation. Simony, the
traffic in benefices, concubinage, and all grosser forms of
immorallity were prevalent in the Church of the fourteenth cen-
tury. In fact, the statulss of Archbishop Ernest show clearly
by thelr prohibition what was the common practice of the day
among the elergy - frequenting of taverns, the wearing of lay
dress and weapons by priesits, refusal o marry, bury, confess
or adminisier the sacraments save in return for money ray-
ments was common. An archdiesconal inspection of the year
1580 revealed that of the thirty-two parish priests of Prague
itself, sixteen were living in open scandal. Charges of
theft and even highway robbery against the lower clergy were
far from uncomnon. © A visitation committee of the years
1370-1380 specaks of adamistic dances at the parsonages of
priestse. S

Bven the hierarchy itself was in a state of decentrali=-
gzation., During this period the Church was agitated and shat-
tered by the great papal schism which began with the death of
Pope Gregory XI in the year 1378 and lasted until the jyear

14Y7. Some of the cardinals who had been embittered by

l. Prof. Kurtz, Churoh His VYol. II, p. 163
2. Robert W. Seton-Watson, Hlstor of the Czechs and

the Slovaks 33
Se Ge E'.pf.hgemln, Sketches from the History of the Church,

p. 116
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Gregory's successor, Urban VI, left Rome for Avignon, France,
where they elected Pope Clement VII and declared the election
of Pope Urban VI invalid on account of coercion. The Church
now had two popes fulminating against each other. BEach had
his own college of cardinals and thus protracted the schism by
new papal elections. At this perfiod of Hus' career Gregory
sat in Rome and Benedict XIII in Avignon.

This led to difficulty in Bohemia. At first the Emperor
Charles IV was deprived of his emperorship and remained as
king of Bohemla, being called Venceslaus. He at first sup-
ported Gregory, but later renounced him, calling on the pre=-
lates to observe sirict neutrality towards both popes. The
Bohemian nation at the University of Prague maintained its
neutrality, but the other nations held for Gregory openly.
This resulted in the foreign nations losing their votes and
the Czechs inercasing their votes at the University.

Even before the Hussite reformatory movement , which re-
eeived its strongest impulse from Wyeclif's writings, voices of
protest had been heard in Bohemia, not so much against the
fundamental errors in doctrine as against the frults of these
errors as they showed themselves in the life of the Church.
Into this world of immorality among the clergy stepped a Ger-
man Augustinian, Conrad Waldhauser. He soon opened his at-
tacks upon the clergy for their luxurious and evil living.

He didn't sccomplish anything too great before his death.
More remarkable and successful was a young lioravian priest,
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Jan Milic of Hromerilz, whose ascotic life, devotilon to ths
Seripturecs and fiery eloguence drew crowds to hear him. He,
as well as Ualdhauser, found his real support among the
magses, who were lnereasingly alicnated from the corrupt and
worldly church of the day. He preached against the immorality
of the clergy of tho day and of the laity with utmost severity
and had converted oac whole district of the eity of Prague
from a lifc of shame to onc of honor and decency.

This particular begimning of reform measures was inaugu-
rated at the instigation of Charles IV, then emperor of the
land, king of Bohemia., He was succeeded by Veneceslaus IV, a
week king, who became king of Germany and Bohemia, During a
£it of rage Wenceslaus ordered the prelate of the Prague See
arrested. Among the others arrested was the Vicar-General
and other high elerics. The Prelate, John of Jenstein, was
released, but the others werc sentenced to death by drowning,
and were reprieved only on giving writton pledges of secrecy
as to theilr treatment.

The unfortunate John of Pomul:, the Viear-General, was so
broken down by his tortures that he could not sign the neces-
sary document. He was then dragged down to the famous Charles
Bridge, bound hand and foot, and ruthlessly flung into the
Vitava River. Three eenturies later (1729 ), under the name of
St. John of HNepomuk, this cruelly wronged, but quite insigni-
ficant prelate was to be made the object of a zealous cult
by the Jesults, and was t0 serve the masses as a counter-at-
traction to the heretic Hus.
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This tactlessness coon led to 2 revolt against Wences-
laus IV by his barons, and YWenceclaus was succeeded by his
brother Sigismmd, then ruler of Tungary. But Venceslaus wes
not t¢c be deposed fom his throne quite so easily. Tho deposed
from the Bohemian throne by his barons and nobles, he =till
retained the Uerman throne. He wes displaced in Bohemia by
Hupert. Sigismund, the only serious candidate for the crown
of the Roman Empire, which was now vacant, vied to secure con-
trol of the Crown and thus inerease hils empire. The other tw
men who considered themselves candidates end electees were
Rupert and Wenceslaus., There weres now three »ival kings of
the Romans added to the crying scandal of three popes contend=-
ing for the volee of Christendom.

All this added to the gross Immorality of the clergy.

The seed of reform as laid by Waldhauser and Hille now brought
out the talents of Thomas of Stltny and Adalbert Renku, mem-
bers of the lesser nobility. These iwo men had aﬁ intense de=~
votion for Scriptures and a zeal for primitive Christianity,
which led naturally to & denunclation ‘of worldliness in the
Churech of the day. These two men wrote in the Czesch langu=ge,
the language of the people, and so do not rate with the his-
torians of the world. :

They were followed by Mathias of YJanov,(a pupil of Jan
Milic ), the true forerunner of Utraquist doctrine. MNathias,
the confessor of Emperor Charles IV, carried on his work
with even greater zeal and suceess through his sritings. As
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a learned and popular preacher in both latin and Czech, Mathilas
attacked the excessive veneration of pictures and statues. | He
laid great stress upon the practice of daily communion. In
his preaching he used the vernacular, and tho learned, preached
in a less scholastic tone than the other clergy. He was the
first to call the Emperor's attention to the necessity of a
reformation of the Churoh; He persuaded a merchant of Prague
by the name of Kreuz (Krfz) to erect a chapel which was called
Bethlehem Chapel, since the Bread of “ife was to be preached
from its pulpit in the vernacular.

Thus there was some spiritual leaven already active among
the Bohemians. These were the men who preceded the reformer
of the Bohemlan and Slovak Church in Zurope, John Hus. In-
deed, Bohemian soil was favorable to the growth of men of
saintly life and endeavor, to whom the reform of public and

private morals was a vital issue.

John Hus

John Hus, the man in a large measure responsible for the
ground work of the Reformation in Slovakia, was born in Husi-
nec, Bohemia in the year 1369 of peasant parents. He entered
the University of Prague, and by the year 1396 had attained
the degree of Master of Arts. Two years later he became a
regular lec tufer. and then dean of the philosophic faculty.
In 1403 he was appointed rector of the University of Prazue.

During his rectorship at the University, Hus was called as
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oreacher of Bethlehem Chapel, the church which later became
the center of Nus' fiery preaching against the abuses of the
day. It is at this church that Jan Zlzka, the one-eyed snd
later totally blind leader of the Hussites, heard the fiery
preacher, and was inspired to fight the cause of this preache .

"There is no manner of doubt that Hus during his earlier
carecer was in full accord with the prevalent theology of the
day. There 1s an apperently authentic story of his having
spent his last penny upon the purshase of am indulgence during
the first public traffic in Praguc in the year 1393." 4 The /
first sign of a clash of Hus with his ecclesiastical superiors
came &t the time when a party at the University demanded the
condemnation of 45 articles from the works of Wyclif &s here-
tical and the banishment of all adherents of these writings.
It wasn't so much the artlcles which Nus defended, as that
many of them were a gross and seif-evident distortion of what
Wyelif had said. But Hus and his followers at the University
were outnumbered in their opinion.

This brought about a disturbance in the University it-
self. The Czechs held to Hus; the German masters of the
University took the orthodox side of the Roman Churech. 'Ihia
led to bitter resentments. The fact that Wenceslaus, king of
Bohemia, was not gaining anything by either the argument or the
presence of foreign students caused him to rescall the three

4. Seton-Watson, op. ¢it., p. 42 .
: ce v 406 MEMOKIAL LIBKAK Y
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votes which the other natione had and give them to the Czechs.
The Germans and the other representatives had only one vote
combined. This brought about a split, and the German masters
(professors ) and students left the University. Leipzilg Uni-
versity thus eaw its Dirth with these former Prague professors
as the professors.

Studente of history are still debating how Hus beecame ec-
gquainted with Wyclifite doctrine. Two theories exist: students
brought it over from ‘aris University, where the doctrines
were being discussed at the time; the other that the members
of the suite of Anne, Bohemian wife of the English king, Rich-
ard II, brought it back.

This threatened ban against the writings of VWyclif brought
Hus to gtudy the docirines of Wyecllf even more than before.
Jerome of Prague, one of Wyclif's best students, and later a
martyr to the cause of Hus, had studied at O=ford, and knew
the doec trines of Wyelif thoroughly. This, plus the fact that
Hus was prescher at the Chapel of Bethlehem, brought on the
ehange in Hus, and Hus now began his work as reformer.

Because of the hostile attitude which Hus showed in con-
demning the ban as imposed by the hierarchy, Hus himself was
goon put under the ban. This caused a general commotion
throughuut.ﬁohemia among all classes of people. Riots in
Prague were the order of the day. The archbishop became the
object of public contempt. The government sided with Hus, who
continucd to preach at Bethlehem Chapel, and became increasingly
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bolder in his accusations.

The Archbishop, Zbinko, died in the year 1l4l1ll, and with
his death the religious movement in Bohemia took & new turn =
disputes concerning the sale of indulgences arose. dJohn
XXI1I, since expunged as a pope by the Roman Catholic Ghurch,s
had issued & bull for plenary indulgence in order to raise
money for his war against the king of Naples. Hus soon raised
his volce against the traffiec of indulgences. Three young men
were arrested because of thelr approval of Hus and their op-
position to the Church in the sale of indulgences, and were
promptly beheaded. Complaints were then brought to John XXIII,
who excommunicated Ts and pronounced the Interdict Agaihst
Prague. Tus appealed from the Pope to Jesus Crrist as the
Supreme Judge. This only intensified the excitement among the
people, and in compliance with the wish of the king Hus left
Prague. Ile stayed at the castle of one of his protectors,
where he wrote his work "De Ecclesia®.

Hus was thus appealing from the authority of the Church
to that of the individusl conseience, especially when he re-
sisted the prohibition upon his preaching, and declared that
“wé mast obey God rather than men in things which are necessary
to salvation.” Bishop Creighton states: "It is the glory of
Hus that he first deliberately asserted the rights of the in-
dividual conscience against ecclesiastical authority, and

5. Anonymous, "Who's Who in the Papacy", Newsweek, Vol.
XXIX, (Feb. 3, 1947), p. 64
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sealed his assertion by his own lifeblood." 6

us shortly after this, with the Pmperor's guarentee of
safe~keceping, was called to & council at Constance, where on
the sizth of July, 1416, he was condemmed as & heretlc, tied
to a stake and burned. Hls ashes were spread in the Rhine, =
that no trace of his remains coculd be used a&s relics for a
sect. Bul the water of the Rhine ncver did completely wash
away the memory of Hus, for his memory end his teechings werse
to find root in the people of the city and country around the
Dohemian natione.

vue' reformation is important in this, that he teught /
that t.he‘ru_le, source and norm of faith is Seripture, not
tradition, and that the head of the Church 1s Christ, not the
POPCe

During his short-lived activity as a2 reformer of the
Chureh, Hus had no wish to ettacl: the system of the Church of
Rome. But the necessity of attacking the abuses of the Church
led hinm on step by step to set up the law of Christ as super-
ior to all other ensctments, as sufficient in 1tself for the
regulation of the ehwch. This law of Christ he defined as
the law of the Gospel, as laild down by “hrist during His so-
Jéurn on earth, His only offense was hils definition of the
Church and his denial of the infallibility of the papacy and
its necessity for the being of the Church. "He was not con=
demmed for any heresy of doctrine = but only through evil will

6. Seton-Watson, op. c¢it., p. 51
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wes he accused because he spoke ageinst the pomp, pride, and
avapice and other wicled enormities of the FPope, cardinals,
end prelates of the Chureh.” 7 He had struck at the abuses
of the foundation of hierarchical centrallization.

in 2ll his departures from Romish doctrine Hus was de-
pendant upon Vyeclif, not only for the subject-matter, but even
for the mode of expression. He did not, however, separate
himself quite sc far from the Church doctrines as his English
mester. He firmly maintained the doctrine of transubstantis-
tion. He was also inc¢lined to withhold the cup from the
laity. Tho he sought salvation only from the Savior crueificd
for us, he did notl refuse to give any place to works in the
Justification of the sinner, and even the invocation of saints
was not wholly condemned by him.

The most complete exposition of his doctrine 1s found in
the treect of The Church (De Eeclesia, 1413). Augustine's doc=-
trine of predestinatiion is its foundation. He distinguishes
from the church as a visible human institution the idea of the
church as the true body of Christ, embracing all elected in
Christ to the blessedness from eternity. Its one and only
head is Christ; not Peter, nor the fope; for this church 1s no
monster with two heads. Originally and according to Christ's
appointment, the bishop of Rome was no more then the other
bishops. The donation of Constantine first gave him power
and dignity over the rest. As the c¢hurch in the beginning

sop® Phillp Sehaff, Histery of the Christian Church, Vol.V,
jo s
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could exist without a pope, s0 the church until the end can

exist without one. The Christian can obey the pope only
where his commands and doctrines agree with those of Christ.
In matters of faith Holy Seripture is the only authority.

Fathers, councils, and popes may err; only the Word of God
is infallible.
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I. The Hussite l[ovement in Bohemia.
The execution of Hus aroused intense indignation in his
native country of Bohemia. "It branded Bohemia in the eyes

of Christendom as the home of heresy." 8

This was doubly re-
sented &8s an injustice and as a national insult. Czech re-
sentment was specially directed against Sigismund, whose
broken pledge towards Hus was in full accord with his perfidy
in the past.

Sigismmd, who up to this time thought that the death of
the leader would quell the disturbance, now was confronted
with the realization that things were not going to be as easy
as he thought. The death of Hus had an effect on Bohemia op-
posite to that whieh he had expested. The rage of the popu-
lace knew no bounds, and almost the entire population, from
the nobllity to the lowest classes, arose in protest.

When news of Hus' death in Constance reached Pragus, the
populace resorted to rioting and attacks on the Iron Bishop's
property, which was partly selzed by the local authority.
Disturbances directed against the clergy broke out everywhere,
especially against the monks. Even the archbishop had 4iffi-
culty in saving himself from the rage of the people. "Churches
and monasteries were destroyed and general havoc was wrought
with the Roman c¢lergy.” 9

The Council in Constance on the other hand, unmoved by

8. Seton-Watson, oOp. cit., p. 56.
9, G. E. Hageman, Sketohes from the History of the Chureh,
p. 121.
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the angry protects of the nation, intensified its persecutions.
A general excommunication was pronounced against the followers
of Hus., Their churches were seized and in meny cases complete-
ly destroyed. THere the people often assembled and knelt in
prayer on the broken ruins halilowed by martyrs' devotion.
Vomen bearing young children knelt and wept on the dismal rem-
nants of those houses of worship where their marriage vows had
been taken end their babies admitted into the unity of Chris-
tians. The prisons became too few to contain the multitudes
apprehended; the crowding and foul air drove thousands into
a frenzy of madness. loney freely offerecd for information of
the retreats of Hussite followers introdused the pursuers
everywhere. "Sixteen hundred (Hussites) disappeared in the
deep mines of Kuttenberg when Yerman Catholics stormed that
area," 0 liany others died by dromming or by fire. A great
army of martyrs arose; and yet the nation continued Hussite
still more intensely than before. One Hussite pastor, after
mach violent suffering, when placed on the pile with three
peasants and four children, and exhoarted to abjure, replied,
"God preserve us from it! We are ready to suffer death not
once only, but if it were possible, even & hundred times ra-
ther than deny the divine truth which has been so clearly re-
vealed to us in the Gospel." 2 After the pile had been 1lit
the pastor took the children within his arms, joined them in

~ 10. P. S. Nowvak, De Cirkve Krestanskej, p. 74.
1l. Robert H, Viec s ] ol s Pe 410,
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2 hym, and all were consumzd together.

Bven in remote places the Hussites became the objects of
fenatical pursult. A merchant of Prague, named Xrasa, having
uttered language upholding the doctrine of Hus, at once becam
& prisoner at Breslav. The following day a student from Pra-
gue was shut up in the same dungeon. The merchant cheered the
young, despondent student with the words, "My brother, how
highly are wghonored that we are called to bear public testi-
mony to our Lord. The confliet is short; the reward eternal.
Let us think on the better death of our Savior, and the suf-
ferings of the many martyrs of the truth." 12 Suoh oruclties
caused the iron to enter the soul of Boh;mia.

Even thosé who up until now did not agree with Hus and
his teaching now joined forces with the followers of Mus,
They declared Hus to be a "man of pure manners and unsullied
fame, who taught the precepis of the Gospel according to the
doctrines of the Fathers and the Church, abhorred all arrors
and heresies and earnestly exhorited us and all the faithful
to peace and neighborly love, both in word, writing and deed,
and set the example by his own tranguil and edifying menner of
11fe." 2

The followers of Hus now sent a note to the Diet demand-
ing the right of unhindered preaching. With this note in the
hands of the Diet, the group proceeded to frame a kind of

13& Sam"“ Oita‘. p. 56.

12. Vickers, op. cit., PP« 410=-411,
288, ope.




Solemn League and Covenant, pledging themselves to joint
action in defence of free preaching in resistance to the ban
of the Council and in acceptance of the University's opinion
in dogmatic matters. One writer states:"They promised to
defend and guard the true ministers of Christ with sword in
hand.” ¥4 This was first signed by 69 nobles, but their
number soon swelled to 452. They wer: led by Cenek of War-
tenberg, laéek of Lravar, and Boéek of Podebrad.

A riveal Catholic lLeague was also formed, but made little
headway. dJohn the iron, bishop of Olomutz, found himself
dangerously isolated and alone. Archbishop j‘anrad became par-
ty to the exhortations of the Council and htl:d Bohemia once
more under an inlrdict. In Prague most of the churches had by
this time fallen into Hussite hands, and all parts of the coun-
try soon were affected.

This was further helightened when the Council took action
against Jerome of Frague, a personal friend and ardent pupil
of Hus. Jerome, a wide-traveled man, spread the cause of
Wyelif and later Hus' reformation wherever he went. In 1403
he resched Palestine, and with his rhetorical skill expaunded
the cause of Wyclif and Hus. He also made his presence felt
at the Yniversities of Oxford, Paris, Cologne, Heidelberg, and
Vienna. His skill in the use of language 1s evident in some
of the satiric verses he composed against the abuses of the

14. Hugo Traub, Vseobeeny Dejepis, Vol. II, p. 125
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day, aud in hils Dlalogue and Trilogy composed while he was at
Ox=ford. 3% Jerome was subjected to a recantation of his mas=-
ter's "heresy”, and in a state of wealmess brought on by pro-
longed illness signed the recantation. This was looked upon
by the pecple as a great® humiliation. Jerome, however, scoon
withdrow his rceantation and a year after fus ' death suffered
the same fate as his teacher, On the whole Je—roma wes a va-
¢illating individual. He laclked the character of his teacher.
The Councll was not conteni with dispos‘'ng of the twe
biggest men, but challenged the 452 Bohemian nobles and lords.
They were summoned to appear before the Council. But the
lords and nobles ignored the swumons. It was not long before
& complete break was in sight. The interdici was completely
disregarded, and almost from the first the clsrgy of the anti-
Coneiliar party procecded to dispense Commmion in both kinds
in the leading churches of Prague. While Hus still lived
Jacob of Stribro end other priests, with the consent of Hus,
bezan observing the Lord's Supper in both kinds, administer-
ing both broad and wine to the laity. -° "Nothing shows more
clearly the 1dealist character of the early Hussites than
their adoption of the Chaliee as the symbol of their faith." 17
e ghalice hocame the visible symbol of the Hussites, which
they placed on their churches and flags. Another evidence

15. Jén Jakubec, De Litera Ceské, Vol. I, p.l132.
16. Iudovit NeckaT, © irkvi, p. 43.
17. Seton-Watson, op. c¢it., P. 50
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that the Mussites werc serilous in their reform measures at
this time was the almost universal supplanting of the Matin
language by the mother tongue, Bohemian, at worship.

It was at this polnt that a division in the ranks of the
ussites became evident. All of Hus' followers were agreed
that thero werc many desirable reforms to bes sought in the
Church of the day. But not all wer: agreed as to the extent
of thesc reforms., There were some who were not agreed on the
adninistration of Commmion In both kinds as one of the desir-
2able reforms. They formed the moderate Catholic party wino
were lmown as the Calixtincs. They later took the name Utra-
quists, from the Iatin phrase: sub utraque specie. The Callixe
tinee were strongest in Prague and were sometircs called by
tho name Praguers. *© They insisted on the administration of
the “ord's Supper in one kind, the eup being withheld from
the laity. By 1436, the date of thé signing of the Compacta=-
f.a, the Calixtines conceded to Communion under both kinds.
They were to remain Hussites in name forr a short time, but
moderately Catholic in prectice. The Praguers, or the moder-
ate Catholic party, wers lod by Jan of Pribrama and Christian
of Prpavatic, Prokop of Flzen, Poter of Mladenovie, Vavrinec
of Brezovo, ani Simon of Tiénovo. 19

A new party formed to the left of the Calixtines which
observed and held to Commmion in both kinds. This group
rejected the dass, purgatory, and 21l but two of the sacra-

18. Robert J, Kerner, Czechoslovakia - Twenty Years of

Inde%deme; P 17 -
. » 22- cit., p. 150.
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rents, and above all insisted upon the Bible as the sole
euthority in all matters of belief, %o the exclusion of the

ral tradition of the Church as upheld by the University.

The more fanatical group, the leftiste, econgregated in
the southern districts of Bohemie, and held conventicles in
the °Oren air. Thelir chief center was the srall town of L’;st.i,
to which they geve the Biblieal nams of Tebor, really a name
for the assembled group and not of DBiblical origin, as one
writer pute 1t. 20 The Taborites, &s they celled themselves,
would have re resonciliation with the Romish Chureh, regarding
ez fundarentally corrupt In doctrine and worship ihaf.ewr is
not found in Seripture, and so soon passed over into wiolent
fanaticionm and iconoslasm. <% was this group which mas to
carry on the Hussite wers. Their leaders were Mikulas of
Pelnrinov, the priest Jan Capel, Vaclav Xoranda, Sr., Jan
lemee, end later Poter Payne. o+

During the three years following Jerome's death the
breach between the moderate perty and the fanaticzl, more re-
dical group among the Hussites steadily widemed. The Univer-
sity of Prague, which had come to occcupy the position of ar-
biter on all doctrinal issuss, had set its face against the
extrenizts, t0Jk up an uncomprising view on the Sacrament,
and declared Commmion in both kinds te be necessary to sal-
vation. This did not help alleviate any of the problems of

20. Jakuboe, Op« cit. Pe 150.
21. Traub, Véeobeony Dejepis, P. 127.




20«

union.

Iz the year 1417 the fethers of the Couneill prescribed
& sericc of 24 articles intended to withdraw the Dohemians
from the “ussite heresy. However, Yencesleus, king of Bohe-
mia, forbade the publicetion of these srticles in his dominions.
leenvhile, the Universi'by of Pregue, under the influence of he
Calixtiines, drew up a series of 13 articles formulating a code .

of religl

Q

us tenets intended to compose thelr differences.
Siglsmmad now t.hdught everyt ing was to return to nor-
Ho peturned to Constance and ettempted to remind the
Counell of the promised reform in the Church. But when the
Couneil would not yield to ths infallibility of the Pope, the
Zmpeoror found himself at his mit's end. He ordered the king
of Dohemia, Wenceslaus, his brother, ito restore former priests
to thelr charges. The most populer reformer, John Jessents,
weg banished under this order.

Wenecslaus® ediets of restoration created great commotion.
The magistrates entresated that threec churches in Prague should
be set apart for Calixtine (Utraquist) commmion; the privilege
was granted. However, the people generally saw the old forms
regiored, and that with resentment. The school: also created
dissension., The people of Sohenia were agalan facing a gloomy
future. During the same year the kiag lssued an order lor the
disarmament of the people of Pragus. dJan ilélm, the one-eyed,
ardent followsr of Hus, and later loader of the Hussites,
interposed and stated to the king that the burghers wer: always
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ready at hic command to use their property and theilr lives in
hisg defense against his enemies. This polite assertion of the
ancicnt prerogative of the nation happily sueceeded. With
this on their side the Yraguers had weapons with which o open
the conflict, which at ihis tine already was inevitable.

The threats of the Council, the changed atiitude of “ing
wWenceslaus, the quarrels ihroughout the counitry parishes, and
the exclusion of the people {rom the churches created so pro-
found & sense of discontent and approasching danger iLhat tie
reformers of Ustl selected the strong post of the hill and
fortified it. Ihis was afterward named ‘avbor, a fortified
refuge in casc of need. It was a natwal fortress. Here in
the summer of 1419 ihe people eacamped o worship God freely
under the open sky.

July 22nd of this yeur a great congregation was called
together on the hill. From all parts of -onemis and Loravia
a muliiiude of more ithan foriy thousand assembled and par-
took of ecommunion under both kinds on tables erecied for the
occasion. - This meeting created strong religious eanthusi-
asm and strdnghened the hearis of alli engaged. Ireaching,
processions, singing, praying, commmion, led every day by a
different pastor, and "religious rejoicing of the wost peace-
able and exhilerating deseripiion filled the days." =0 A1l
were "brothners" and "sisters", and all were happy uogether.

livcanwhile, the contentions in Prague resulted ia the

22, William H. Jellie, The Study aund Homiletic Monthly,
P. 841l.
23. Vickers, gop. cit., p. 420
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foreible suppression of Hussite instruction in the schools
which ended in the complete surrender of the Hussites to the
Catholic party. The lussite books were ecorrupted and filled
with Catholic pictures. A Hussite (Utraquist) procession, led
by Jan Zelivo, a priest earrying a monstrance, through the
strects of Yregue was overwhelmed with stones thrown from the
windows of the city hall where a Catholic couneil had been
installed by the king. The hall was stormed under Ziska's
leadership. Seven councillors were thrown from the windows
and impaled on the pikes of the paraders below. The city was
once agein in turmoil. "This action first gave the Hussite
movement & revolutionary and anti-dynastic chearacter.” =
The king vowed vengeance against the entire Hussite sect. IHe
took away three churches of the Hussites in Prague. This
only aroused the Hussites the more. Under Zigka they stormed
the city and took over the cathedral of St. Nicholas by force.
The king would undoubtedly have taken more stringent measures,
but his days were numbered. After a short, gloomy siclkness
brought on by the town hall seene, he fell victim to an apo-
plectie stroke. %5 v

Public order and diseipline in the c¢ity of Prague, great-
ly shaken by the events of July 3oth, were almost shattered by
the death of Vienceslaus. The anger of the population declared
itself after the king's death in unbounded measure. The dis-

24, Count Iustzow, The Hussite Wars, p. 12.
2«5. 309’8.1{, -03-- ait.v' pb‘-ﬁ'a
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conternted elemente of the old sectlion of Prague at once dtlrect-
ed thelr wrath and fury against the ornaments, organs, pilctures
and other peculiar furaiture of the churches. They were torn
dovn with ruthless fury. A period of iconoclasm was 2t hsnd.
Prissts; monks and friars fled or concealed themse Ives in
fortressees or costlies. lany of their adhereants followed then.
l'onasteries were broken up, pselaces burned, public houses of
egeignaetion openly encouraged by the late government were torm
dorm. The sare scene took place iIn other cliles throughout
the whole lend of Bohemia and Horavia, 26

Up till now there had heen sporadic, but rather disunited
attaclks from both sidse=z. The Bohemisns, threatened at home by
o feeble and vacilleting lking, and abroad by the official emis-
saries of the papel pontiff, now felt themselves oﬁliged to
gather in numbers for self-defonse. This marks the alignment
of the Mucsites into ranks of marching Christians who soon
made themsclves knowm throughout Burope., It marks the begin-
ning of the Pussite Wars, wars which were to keep central
SZurope embrolled Tor 17 years (1419-1436 ).

e Hussites gathered on it. Tabor. While Jan Zelivo,
the noted preacher, taught them the doctrines of the Bidle,
the one-eyed and later totally blind leader ZiZlm trained the
Huasites in the use of arms. And well worthy was he to do so.
His foame extended to all parts of Swrope. His ability and
prowess in war were still fresh in the minds of many people.

26. Viskers, op. gsit., p. 422
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Many recalled how Yen Z2iska had wielded the mace before the
eyes of Henry V of England and had taken the honors of Agin-
court. Others, according to tradition, place hinm in highposi-
tions in campaigns in Poland. Suffice it to say, Zizska was
a military leader par excelldnce. The Hungarians later éaid
of him: "He is not a human being, but a devil, for he (the
devil) gives him such advice and counsel, that we cannot harm
him. ™ 27

ZiZka welded his peasant forces into & strong unit. Gar-
nished with flails, maces, plkes, crossbows, swords, and with
gunpowder, the Hussites presented a rather weak-looking army.
"The kernel of his army consisted of farmers armed with flails,
from which protruded spikes. ©“n the end of long halberds were
forks; long iron hooks served as a means of dehorsing cavalry-
men." 28 One writer speaks of the Hussite army using gun-

29 mus was Zizka's ermy equipped. But with Zizka's

powder.
penchant for rellying his forces to his side, ZiZka was ready
for battle with the most formidable of foes.

Religious sentiment, however, threatened to undermine
these arrangements. The prineiple of non-resistance operated
on many minds. It is characteristic of the rugged scruples
which lay behind the ereced of the Hussites that ZiZka should
have addressed the inquiry to the University as to whether

material warfare was permissible for the Word of God. The

27. Karol Kalal, iny Slovenska, P. 34. »

28, Stephan Tuhy, “r., ell Luteransky Kalendar,
Pe 136,

29. Traub, op. cit., p. 129
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decislion authorized forece to repel eruel aggression and ty-
rannical oppression.

It was in this spirit that the Hussites, guided by Ta-
vorite leaders, prepared to resist Sigismund. W1th Usti, now
lmown as lit. Tabor, as thelr fortified headquarters, the Hus-
sites marched. ZizZka, following entirely original tactiecs,
Inspired the masses with his own enthusiasm and welded the
peasants and tomnsfolk into a disciplined a&rmy capable of re-
sisting in the open field the mounted chivalry of Bohemia and
Hungary. Due to the small number of men and equipment which
ZiZka had in the early years of the Hussite Wars, Zizka had
to confine himself to defensive wars almost exclusively. But
this did not hinder Z1fka too greatly. Attacked at Sudomer
by greatly superlor forces in the spring of 1420, he achieved
victory by a new formation of mobile wagons, which checked
hostile attacks and offered a base for sudden sorties. "At
first he uscd ordinary peasant wagons with sides and bottoms
protected by boards. Afterwards the outside or wing-of-battle
wagons were improved to sult the military purposes required
of them, ¥hen the army was on the defensive the wagons were
parked in such a way as to form & huge rectangle, thus pro-
viding Zizka's men with points d'appul like those offered by
the ramparts of a fort:. On the mareh the supply and commis-
sariat wagons were placed between the outside files, and in
the event of an unexpected attack by cavalry the wings were
able toplose up and reproduce the rectangular formation. To
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do this successiully order was an essential condition, and
was still more necessary when the leager moved up for a sur-
prise attack. A sudden sortle of massed bands from the wagons
- would then turn an attack into a rout, if the enemy had pre-
viocusly been physically and morally shaken by heavy firing.
Unless the enemy's discipline was strict and the leader in ef-
fective control of his forces, the effect of such sorties was
frequently devastating.” 90 This was the order of mareh which
was to make the Hussite armies famous in the annsls of historw ,
for with this formation, as yet unexploited by any other army,
and with the forcefulness of speech and the uncanny mowledze
of terrain, human nature, and methods employed by the opponents,
zizka was to defeat hosts numerically stronger than he countk ss
times. One writer puts it in these words: "The bliad old
leader could speal as well as fight and could marshal and
guide the pescions of men with a skill equal to that with
which he condusted armies.” °1 Thus he brought the Taborite
army to fight cven when they did not want to fight. Many a
certain defeat and inevitable massacre was turned to victory
in this way.

By the end of June, 1420, large crusading armies began to
converge upon Praguc. The soldiers were drawn from almost
every naitlon in Burope and thercfore lasked real corporate
spirit and unity. They were convinced of the hideous wicked-

30. Seton-Watson, e cilt.,pp. 60-61. ,
31. Gillet®, 5o Bobemian Reformation, p. 501.
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nesg of the Bohemians, and were ready to massacre first, and
then inguire into the religious beliefs of their victims. The
Taborites and Ytraquists, tho differing in belief, combined
forces to preserve Prague. The enemy was signally defeated.

Tais vietory, gained through the combined action of the
two groups, encouraged the victors to attempt a compromise of
action and opinion. During the battles, discussions were
golng on among the spiritual leaders of the Hussites. Altho
Prague and Tabor fought together when the common foe appeared,
yet the differcnces of religlous views gradually became fixed
in formal creeds. Each party endeavored to convince the |
other, and in the divergent feeling that resulted an open
rupture became inevitabL le when the external pressure would
be removed. The two parties bscame more and more embittered
toward one another. The arist ocratic Calixtines, at whose
head was John Rokycan of Prague, declared that they would be
satisfied 1f the Catholic Church would concede four articles
to them. The Taborites regarded this as shameful treason to
the eause of truth, and continued the sconflict alone. 52

The result of the compromise was drawn up in the four
Articles of Prague, which were to remain the Charter of the
Hussite faith. In it they announced that "the Bohemian nation
and its Christians trusting loyally in God, stand with all
their goods, for life and death, as best they may, against
everyone, for the following four Christian Articles, resting

52: Kurtz, Op. git., p. 212




upon the New Testament of Jesus Christ:

I. That the Word of God shall be freely
and without hindrance proclaimed and proeached
;Jgachristian priests in the kingdom of Bohe=-
II. That the holy Sacrement of the Body and
Blood of Christ under the two kinds of bread
and wine, shall be frecly dispcnsed t0o all true
Christians who are not shut off by mortal sin.

ITII. That since meny pricsts and monks held
many earthly possessions, against Christ s com-
mand and to the disadvantage of their spiritual
office and also of the temporal estateés, such
priesis shall be deprived of this illegal power
and shall live model lives according to Holy
Scripture, and following the way of Christ and
the Apostles,

IV. That all mortal sins, and especially
those that are public, as also other disorders
contrary tc the divine law, shall be prohibited
and punished by those whose office it is, and
that s0 the evil and false repute of this
country may be removed and the well-=being of
the kingdom and of the Bohemian nation may be
promoted."” 33

This document was t0o serve as a model spiritual charter
for the world. It was both ideal and practical, linking re-
form withrsoci.al order and justice in the state. But more
than that, in the words of Bishop Creighton, "these articles
were a worthy exposition of the principles of the Reformation;
the first asscrted the freedom of man to search the Seripiures
for himself; the second attacked one of the great outposts of
sacerdotalism, the denial of the cup to the laity; the third
cut at the root of the abuses of the ecclesiastical system;
and the fourth elaimed for Christianity the power to regene-~
rate and regulate society.” % This charter served until the

time the northern countries, especially Germany, took up the

33. Seton-Watson, op. cit., p. 62/
54. Ibid' p. 620
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task of reform on a wider scalee.

Siglsmund, houever, denounced the charter, and refused
to ablde by 1t. With the aid of the Pope he set out even more
ruthlessly to root oult the heresy in Bohemia. The intolerance
of the Roman Church and that of the Emperor Sigismumd led to
hostile reactions by the Hussites. UNeither party sould be
held innocent. When the Hussites were treated beastly in war-
fere they retaliated with like measurcs. The German chronic ler
Windecke remarks that amld the savagery of ceptured and burnh g
castleg, it was still the Hussite prectice to spare the women
and children.

The Mussites with inferior forces defeated armies of the
Empercor and the Pope numbering as high as 130,000 men, 90,000
foot and 40,000 horsenene. 55 Other large forces were defeated
before the battle started. "The fame of the Hussites spread
far and wide, and the enemy was often paralyzed with fear
gimply upon hearing the battle hyrmn of the Hussites 'Kdoz
jsou Bo#l Bojowvniei! (O Ye Warriors of the Lord God)e" 20
The famous Hussite war-song is often called the Bohemian
Varselllaise. °' Spurred on by vietory Ziiks end his valiant
band went on %o new goals. The armies of Zizlka now left Bo-
hemia for lopavia and Slovakia, touching Austria and ‘usatia,
detalls of which shall be discussed later.

35« Jellie, ¢ clt. « 843.
36« Gearge’ng'k.k?‘h; sites in Slovakia®, The “utheran

Beaacon, Vol.I, (November, 1944), p. 166.
— o7lactzow, Op. git., P. 31.
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Upon Lils return froum Moravia ZizZka was struck down by a
plague which was dovastatiang the countryside. What wer could
not do an epldemic did.

Zitke"s loss was dscply felt by the Taboriteas. Tith thd r
leader gone, the future indeed looked gloomy to soms of the
Taborites. Some Taborites mourned the loss of Zizke so groat-
1y, that they perpetuated the memory of their leader by cal-
+ing themselves Orphans. They became more fanatical than the
already extreme Taborites. 58

But another great leader came t0 the fore in the person
of Procopiuc the Great, also known as frocoplus the Bala.

Under Irocopius the Great the Hussite armies made new advances
and new sorties. Germany wes invaded. The Hussites advanced
tirough Germany, passed through Bsrlin, and reached the Baliic
Sea. a9 The electorates of Saxony, Thuringia and Silssia
were iluvaded on this campeign and laid waste. Seventy tomms
were ravaged and burned Lo the ground according to one writer.‘o
Por the firct time the Germans were forced to negotiate on
equal terms instead of demanding unconditional swurrender.

Jhen German armies under the leadership of Frederick, elcctor
of Saxzony, invaded Bohemia, the Husside armies repulsed the
attacks and completely routed the enemy. By this time the at-
tacks wore a mtter of fire and sword. DEverything was lald
waste. Therc were times when the Germans flsd in such haste

38, Feo Kglhanck, Iuadove Deéig Goskoslovenske, P. 92+
38. Traub, ope cit., Ps
40. » OPs cit., p. 92
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that booty was abundant in the field., The Hussenflucht was
to remain one of the most painful memories of the fifteenth
century in Gemny.

The Fope, lartin V, urged all Europe t0 send its warriors
against the beleaguered, but still invincible Bohemians. War-
riors from the lietherlands, Alsace, Switzerland, Swabla, France,
Bavaria, Saxony, Thuringia, Hesse, Brandenburg, Hagdeburg,
Mecklenburg, Pomerania and Silesia joined forces. 200,000 men
in the field prepared to defeat and destroy the "heresy" of
the Bohemians. Procopius advanced to the rellef of one of the
beleaguered garrisons with about 17,000 men. So great was the
terror of the very name of Bohemlan and Hussite that the in-
vesting enomy army confusedly took to flight befare the enemy
showed his face. The imperial host wasted away while the
Hussites marehed into Austria and Silesia.

By the year 1431 the last great crusade of the nations
agalnst the Hussltes had taken place, but with no effect.

The Hussite armies under Procopius then marched into Hungary
and lMoravia. In 1431 Cardinal Caesarini with an army of
130,000 attempted to annihilate the Hussites. The cardinal’s
army laid waste the open country and the eities which they
entered. But while the Hussite army was still a mils distant
their shout and song were heard, lmd confusion and alarm
spread among the cardinal's army. ¥Wild disorder reigned.

The entire army of the enemy, wagons, horses, footmen became
a tangled mob, trampled eaeh other down in a mad effort to




escape, and fled in dlsmay.

With this defeat still sorely remembered, the Catholic
partice called for a peace. The Czechs had attained the sunm~
mit of their military power and glory. At no period was the
fate of Burope s0 ecompletely in their hands. And yet the Hus-
sites were only (oo willing to have pesce. They were tired &
war. FProcopius at the head of a delegation of 300 went to
Bagel 1o effect a reconeciliation, a compromise.  John Rokyean,
the Calixtine ehileftain, and Feter Payne worc the two greatest
spokesmen of the Hussite cause at this Council. Thus, the
Calixtines had the greater say of the two factions. After
mugh discugssion the following formal articles were proposed
and adopted by the Council:

I. The Holy Sacrament is to be given
freely in both kinds to all Christians in
Bohemia and Horavia, end to those elsewhere
who adhere to the faith of those countries.

II. All mortal sins shall be punished
and extirpated by those whose office it is
t0 do a0. L

III. The Word of the “ord 1s to be freely
and truthfully preached by the priests of
of the Lord and by worthy deacons.

IVe The priecsts In the time of the law
of grace shall elaim ownership of no worldly
possessions. 41

Beyond & question of doubt the Calixiines were the vie-
tors in this Council. The negotiations, the tedious and re-
peated discussions at Basel, and the impatience of the Calix-
tines produced a semnsc of enmity against the Taborite party,

who were acecused of revolutionary designs, and whose obstinacy

41. Seton-Watson, op. eit., p. 72
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was charged with the prevention of a settlement. The mili-
tary position of the *aborites was thus seriously weakened.
Open strife took place. Tired with war, the Calixtines
aligned themselves with the Catholic party and the Imperial
party against the Taborites. After four years of virtual
inac tivity, while the Council of Basel was in session, the
Taborites were anything but prepared for a crisis. Thus in
1434 at the battle of LipanyThe Taborites were defeated and
their leader fell a victim of war. "Hussitism had weakened
itself by internal dissension and the Catholics in the land
now beecame very stroag." % With this civil war in Bohemia
came 0 an cnd. Sigismund was recognized as the undisputed
sovercign after sevenieen years of war against the Bohemians.

What brought on these terrible wars? Tho the confliect
between German and Slav was always one of the major elements
involved, yet it is utterly false to suggest that the lus-
site movement was mere cover for national fanaticism. The
religious issue dominated czech-natioml 1life, just as in the
literature of the period it drove all other issues into the
background. "Bohemia at this time was intellectually more
advanced than Germany," and many of its nobles, tho they were
brave warriors, felt a genuine interest in religious qmatiohs,
and had anxiously hoped for the very necessary reform of the
Church. % In one sense it may be said that the Czechs or Bo-

henians were a mere mouthpiece of a well-nigh universal move-

42, Kerner, Ope. cit., p. 18.
43. Inat.zm,'_'gg.- olt., P. 6.
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ment of revolt against the corruptionbf the medieval Chureh.
Count Iuetzow names these three reasons for the fmasite
Vers: "the antagoniem of the Bohemiens to the Church of Rhne,
the revival of the Slavie national feeling, and the rise of
the democratic spirit, which is to o greater or lesser extent
evident in meny European countries at the begimning of the
fifteenth century."” 44

The results of the Hussite Vers or the Hussite movement
in Dohemia were important. FPirst of all, the Church lost the
greater part of its power. The Roman Church had besn chal-
lenged, and that rather suseessfully. No longer was it the
"only ehurceh". Its very doetrines had been attacked.

In the seeond place, the Catholic Church lost the greate-
er part of its seculsr possessions and political power.
Wealthy monasteries elther disappeared or were greatly im-
poverished. The Catholic Church lost its economic dominance
over the Seculﬁr Estates. Prelates, who up till now had heen
represented in the Bohemian Diet and had exeried political
power of significance, were now without political power.

In the third place, the lesscr nobility became important.
Up till this time the lower nobility had been very insignifi-
eant, NIow they eame into power, and were politically repre-
sented in the Diet of the Bohemlan government.

In the fourth place, the Hussite Wars gave increased im-
portance to the torms. The tomns received more rights in

44.. Luetzow, Op« 2_%&.’ Pe 1l
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publliec affairs. 45

Thomas A. lasaryk, the first president of the Czechoslo-
vak Republie, says this of the Hussite wars: "I see in the
Hussite Vars the peak of our history. In these wars there
was not only an unusual glorification of the army, that we
knew how to defend ourselves in the eyes of all Burope, emper-
or and Pope, but also an energetic effort towards true
Christianity, for a righteous solution of the social guestion,
endeavor for morality, and a blcoming of literature and cul-
ture. The tongue and spirit of nationalism prospered because

the Czechs at that time had a deep-rooted Christian econviction.™
46

45, Eamil Krofta, A Short History of Czeshoslovakia, DP.49.
46, Jién Durovie, Jbuovenk UIFksv. Pe I7.
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II. The Mussite Movement in Slovakia.

Elovakia, then under Mungerian rule, was not to remein
independent of Bohcmian influence. Already in the fourtecnth
century, 134G, Emperor Charles trancported eighty poor priests

0 Slovakia, During the reign of Sigismund, the Emperor of
the Husslite period, another group of Bohenien priecstis found
thelr wey into Slovakia. Through this means a Bohemian in-
fluence wes cxerted on the life of the Slovaks. 47

Another strong influence was brought to bear on the £lo=-
valt nation by the Slovalk students who attended the University
of Prague. At that time there were over 7000 students from |
ell parts of Burope enrolled at the University of Prague. ifc-
cording to the register of the University, many of these stu-
dents were from Slovakia. % They became acquainted with the
Hussite movement, and whenr they reached their homes, they un-
dmibtedly, to a2 lesser or greater extent, disseminated the
views of the University of Pragus and of the Hussites.

One such student was laurini of ilitra. Already in the
year 1417 he wae accused in absentia before the blshop of
Nitra as the "greatest heretic". In 1419 he appeared per-
sonally before the viear of Olomous, and in the pressense of
his asccuser denied all charges of heresy and upheld his al-
leged errors. In his estimetion he was innocent.

47. anlshv Varsik, Husiti a Reformacia na Slovensku do

Z1linslks Ps Te
ﬂo elt., p. 71.
| 49, Jén 1a, De]Iny Reformécie na Slovensku, p. 30.
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Thue alrcady in the early period of the Hussite ¥ars the
Slovaks heard of the cause of Hussitlism and its wars for the
free preaching of the Word. They were to learn more of it
vhen thesc same Hussites invaded their ouwn gat.ive provinces
and besicged them. "During the wars of the Hussites the evan-
gelicai teaching of the true mariyre was spread among the Slo-

vak peoplo.” 50

Slovakia was not to escape feeling the mighty
power of the Yussite hordes.

There were two major pericds of Hussite history in Slo-
vakia., The first came under Jan ZizZlm and Procopius the
Great and extended from 1425-1436., The second perlod was under
Jan Jislra's leadership and extended from 1437-1457.

L. Slovakia under the Leadership of Zizka and Procopius
the Great (1423-1436).

History records sixz incursions of the Hussites into Slo-
vakia, In 1423 the Hussites entered Slovakia under the leader-
ship of Jan Z1Zka. The Hungariens did not oppose ZizZim's ad-
vance, nor did they interfere with it. They wished to ascer-
tain if some of his men would leave the ranks, hoping themn to
defeat him. It was not that they were not prepared, for they
had assembled & large foree of horsemen; they just were not
risking anything against sush a well-imown leader. The Hun-
garians were reportedly to have said of Zizkn: "He isn't a
human being. He is a devil of the devil, for he (the devil)

51
gives him such counsel, that we sannot do him any harm.” =

50. Johannes Verbls, Die iértyrerkirche der svangelisch=
luterischen Slovaken, P« 60« ;
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Z1Zlm ond his troops entered Slovakia, then part of Hun-
gary, from lioravia around the ciiy of Slmlisa. They penetrated
as far ag Trnave before withdraving. DMNothing was accomplished
on this campaizn. The purpose of this campaign, according to
one writer, was to avense Siglsmund's atteck on Bohemia and
to arouse and incite the Slovak nation. 52

The next ineursion was already under Frocopius the Yreat.
In 1428 the Hucsites were once agein on the marecb. Silgismund
was at this time engaging the Turks along the lower Danube,
and =20 was not in & position to attack the Hussites. The Fus-
sites, wnopposed, mrched through southern Slovakia, and,
takking Slmlica and Senica, passed through the Fhite Hountains
to Modra, Orcsany, Pezinok, Sv. Jur, Loznica, Trmava and
Kostolany. They then proceeded southward to Bratislave, which
was called ProSporok. Toth-Szabo states that the Hussites on
this ecampaign had GO secret adherents within the city of Brati-
gslava who set fire to the homes of the city at the approach of
the Huscites. 55 me Hussites then returned via the cities of
Cachtice and Hove Mesto, but not without leaving & strong
guard in Skealica and Trnave. 84

During the year 1429 groups of Czeehs began nigrating to
Slovelkia. From this time on groups left Bohemia, so that by
the time Jan Jiskra took over leadership, it was a matter of

2. H”ln'l'. e 81t., p. 95.
53 vmtk,é:mtso’ Ps 9’- T :
» Strusny Dejepis Uhorska, p. 8l.

54, Franko
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mass migration. b

The third incursion was in the spring of 1430. Under
the leadership of Kudelnilk of Breznica ten thousand Hussites
entered Slovalitia. During this campaign great losses were in-
curred on both sides. Kudelnik himself was killed. O

The next atteck came in 1431 under frocopius who went in
as far as Trenéianske Banice, through Trnava, Nitra and “evice.
After tan dayw of siremscas fichtihe he SassShen uikhdss 09

The fifth campaign waged against the Slovaks came in
1432, when the Hussites adopted the shrewd tactics of the
earlier Greeck warriors. A number of Hussitess disgulsed as
merchants gained entrance to the citieq which they were to be-
leaguer. Under the pretense of visiting the city falr for the
purpose of trading and exchange, they looked over the defense
installations of the e¢ity. At nightfall these same Hussite
"merehants” opened the gates of the city to the approaching
Hussites. In this way many a town was taken without blood-
shed. Trnava and Trenéin are among the recorded towns where
this method was employed. At the coneclusion of this campaign
the Hussites left settlements or garrisons of Hussites behind
when they withdrew to loravia. These garrisons were in lilava,
Topoidany, Skalica, Holic and Trnava. Some of these Huasite

garrisons were intact for 2-3 years. 58

55. Gustav EKadleelk, Dejepis, p. 271.
56. Stanislas Klima, _Z_.;l;., Pe 299.

57. Ibid « 199,
58, Varsik, op. sit., p. 10.
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The last campaign which had 1ts origin in Bohemia came
in the year 1433 when the Hussites entered Slovakia via foland.
They touched the county of Spis and went through the counties
of Turiec, Kremica and Trenéin. On this campaign the Hyssites
ravaged the land. It was the purpose of Procopius to press
the Councll of Basel to quick action in favor of the Hussites.
They had been in session for quite some time already, and to
impress them with the formidable might of the Hussites Proco-
Pius set out to ravage the land. And ravage it he did. The
eities of Holic, Stara Ves, Keimarok and Fresov were burned
oute On the westward trip the Hussites went through the
counties of Kremieca, Trenéin and Turiec. On such a campaign
in which they marched from one town to another ravaging and
burning, the Hussites could not have made a very good impres-
sion, This particular campaign proved a fateful year for
Turiec, especially for the eity of Sv. Martin. The Hussites
ravaged this city with alarming severity. The city did not
have any fortifications, and so was easy prey for the Hussite
army. They burned the c¢ity to the ground, destroying all the
eity's documents and letters of privilege. This ended the
development of the city. 29 "This particular campaign un-
doubtedly was the reason why the coming of the Hussites did
not help the cause of the Bohemian Reformation in the sounty

of mm:

59. Turéiansky Svéaty Martin a Ykolie, p., 13. :
. > Z HistorTe Turclanskeho Evenjelicksho
Senioratu a J@h‘o Sm' PeOe
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It was during this campaign that some of the nobles of
the county of Turiee revoked their Catholic econvictions and
went over to the Hussites, thus saving their lives. Of these
2 fow voluntarily espoused the cause of Hussitism, S0

The reason Hussitism made inroads upon the landed gentry
is that at this time the gentry was in hard economic straits.
Records of 1432 show that three land owners, Thomas and Peter
Kerek of Lipnik, and Jan Zoldos of Szarikafalva adhered to the
Hussite tenets. This record also states that as a result of
their adherence to Hussitism they were deprived of their pro-
perty by the Emperor Sigismund, and their land was given to
other members of the gentry who were in aceord with the reli-
gion of the Emperor. Peter of Hrabora, a land owmer from the
region of Trnava also lost his property because of his adher-
ence to the Hussite cause and belief. ' It seems that
throughout Slovakia, just as in Bohemia, many of the nobles
accepted the Hussite movement readily.

During this first period of Hussite acitivitiy in Slovakia
the Hussites had little influence and sucsess in gaining the
northern sections. When under the leadership of Frocopius the
Great they earried out their destructive campaign throughout
Turiee burning and destroying everything in their path, they
also destroyed any faith the people may have had in them.

However, in southern Slovakia the Hussite cause seems to

60. Jozef Koremn, Dejepis, p. 69.
61. Varsik, g.'aﬂ‘!‘,zi'." 11,
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have found more fevorable soll for scceptance. Feodor Rup-
peldt, at present bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Chureh
in Slovalkis and located at Bratislava, records one church
Imown to have been organized by the Hussites which exists to
the present day. This is located at Rimavske Bana, and dates
back to 1436. OF Versilk, a contemporery historian of lovalria
vho has found many of the supposed c¢laims of the Hyssite tre-
dition to be false, says nothing of this particulay church.

After the batitle of Lipany (1434 ),1in which the Taborites
were so signally defeated, the Hussites began withdrawing
their sctilements and garrisons from Slovakla., No more cam-
paigns of the Hussites ageinst Slovakia werc fortheoming.
Thus in 1436 Trnava was so comploiely deserted that the Em=
peror proclaimed an exemption from tames for all those who
would return te, or settle in, Trnave for the purpose of ro-
hebilitation. 3 |

B. Slovakia under Jan Jislra (1457-1457).

The siz above-mentioned incursions of the Hussites had
an effect on the populace of Slovakia, but not the effect
which the nexzt twenty years had (1437-1457). Sigismund
vainly tried to reconcile the Hussites during these incur-
sions. By 1436, when the Compactata had been drawn up and
accepted, the Hussites were reconciled, and after seventeen
years of war with Sigismund, accepted him as the king of

62. Feodor Ruppeldti, Almanach, p. 284.
63. Varsik, op. oit:_, Ps . :
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Bohemia.

Thile Sigismund was on his way back to Hungary he died.
This left the state in a worse conditloan than before. Uith=-
out & leader, one who would guide them through the turbulent
gseas of war and unrest, the HNungarians were at the merey of
any potential invading forces. The dreaded Turks had a free
hend. Albert, Siglsmumd @ general of the Austrian army, took
over the reigns of the st:ate. The wife of Sigismmnd, meanwhile,
fled toc Poland, where she instigated e Polish attack from the
north on the helpless comiry. The Turks attacked from the
south at the same time, pilla:ing everything and burning what-
ever they could not take with them. Having secwred 70,000
hostages they withdrew. 64

Albert resorted to reeruliting an army made up of Czechs
and Moravians, and himseclf led them into battle. But dis-
sension within the ranks soon brought about the rout of his
army. On the way back Albert dled (1439).

Elizabeth, his wife, was left to adminster the affairs of
state. She was made regent. Heanwhile, the state set up
another king, Vladislav VI. There were now two kings. Ellza=-
beth, seceking the interests of her unborm son, called in Jan
Jiskra to protect the throne of Albert's posthumous son,
Vliadislav V. ¢

Jislra, at the head of 50,000 - 70,000 mercenary troops

64. Sasinek, op. cit., pp. 90-91.
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(including some with wives and children 65) from Bohemia,
most of whom were Hussites and former soldiers in this arca,
set out on compaigns to secure the throme. The Hussites did
not come to Slovakia "to steal, burn and destroy everything
which came into their paths, but came as regular soldliers with
the object of guarding and preserving the throne of the king."66
They toolk over the towns of Vladislav VI by war. Jisiaa and
his forces made Vladislav Posthumous' land secure and enlarged
his domain. It is thls stay of the Hussite armies which is
of more importance i.o the scope of our paper than any other
campaign or incursion of previous invading Hussite armies.

Altogether these troops remained in Slovakia some twenty
years. The main headquarters were in Kodice in easterm Slo-
vakia. From here Jiskra could cover the whole of eastern
Slovakia. Another headquarters area was in Trendin, in Tren-
éin County. From Trenéin, which was in western Slovakia,
Jiskra could cover all of western and narthern Slovakia. Still
another headquerter was established in Zvolen. 7 From the
headquarters at Zvolen Jiskra could cover the countles of
Gemer, Yitra, Saris, Abauj, Zemplin, including the main cities
of Trnava, Nitra, Kremnieca, Stiavnica and Banska Bystrica. 68
These threc headquarters overlapped, thus assuring complete
control of all of Slovakia. From these headquarters Jiskra
sent his troops to all parts of Slovakia, wherever necessity

65. Thomas énpo The Slovaks of Hungary, pP. 176=177
66. Klim, it.. ¥
67, ¢ O to; Pe 271.

68. Ibid, p. 97.
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demanded.

From 1440-1453 Hus' teaching spread, and with such suc-
cess that soon all of Slovakia, from Presov to “osice, espe-
cially the counties of Presov, litra, Trencin, Bardiov, liovo-
hred, Hont, Turiec, Arva, “iptov, Gemer, Saris, and Abauj was
Hussite. 9 The Hussites' settlements were especially strong
in the counties of Gemer and Hont, where colonies of Hussites
were to have settled.

After settling down, the Hussites brought out the Bible,
books of worship and religious books, all treasures rich with
spiritual life. The Slovaks noticed this. %"They now realized
their own spiritual poverty, their national and spiritual in-
difference. They now realized they were also a nation, and
not just a subjugated non-entity.” ”»
the cause. Citizens of Simlica, Uzhorod and Tisa readily

Slovaks at once joined

gave of their money and even their lives for the Hussite cause.
"They were one in language, faith and hope." L

Versilk takes exception to the above. First of all, Jiskra
himeself was a Catholic, and not a Hussite. Many of his troops
were not Hussites in belief or in language, but were composed
of Poles, Silesians, and even some Russians. They certainly
did not extend the Hussite cause wherever they went or were
quartered. As to the strong settlement in the counties of
Gemer and Hont, history is silent, says this historian. There

69. Verbis ﬂo cit., p. 60

70. Eadleé 220 clit., pP. 13
7l., Klim , _92. °’-to.. Pe 201
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is nothing to prove from history that the Hussites made pro-
gress in converting these countles to Hussitism, 72

However, despite the claimc of Varsilk, the spread of
Hussitism scems to have been present to some extent. One
writer speals of papal action in the matter. The Fope, Suge-
nius IV, through his papal nuncio, delegated Cardinal Julian
to move Vladislav in 1444 to extirpate the Hussites and their
heretical teachings. This, however, never materlalized, for
the king and his nobles were soon at war with the Turks, '°

In 1445 Ladislav, a son of Gemeral Peter, ealled The
Czech, with the ald of the native population and Czech sol-
diers attacked a local monastery, routed the monks and then
killed them. This took place in the region of Sahy. They
toolr all the valuables to the city of lLevice. Jan of Perin
with the aid of Jan Talafuz selzed a monastery in the county
of Abauj. T4

Others, such as Peter and Iadislav Szeesi, helped the
Hussite cause when they gave the Hussites their castles in
Gemer County. They were later deprived of these castles by
King lMatthlas (1460). Others to be deprived of thelir castles
and possessions for abetting the cause of the Hussites were
John of Dricndanyin 1466, and Jacob Nawer of Never also in

75
1466.

72, Varsik, op. cit., p. 16.
73« Verbis, o +p Peo 61.
4. Yll"!ﬂ:, o Clle, Po 18.
75. Ibld, P. B
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50 gstrong did the Huasite cause become that 1t prompted
Bighop Jan of Sredna to write the following in one of his
letters: "Czech soldiers, among other things which we deeply
regret, have brought in their Huccite heresy, so that there
arg many churches in the countles of Gemer, Spis, and Saris
in which commmion is edministered in both kinds." TO
Vhen Vliadislav VI died, Jislza's need was et an end.
Jisiore tendered his resignation (1457) as leader of the army,
and put himself at the service of liatthias Hunedy, also known
as Corvinus and one time bitter opponent of Jislara. Many of
the Czech soldiers who had served Jislaa jolned g ttnias’ army
against the belligerent, invading Turks, and became L:nom; as
the Black Army.
C. Influence of the Hussites on Slovakia in the “ight
of Tradition and Vorld History. o
There are many writers who have made c¢claims tfnt. the Hus=
sites built churches wherever they had a settlement: Xoren, hid
Ver‘ole,va f:ajalc,79 Kadleéik,so and others. OCapek hes this ®
say: "Judging from the solid dwellings and churches they built,
it would seem that they intended to settle permanently with
their families in Slovakia.” 81 Klein-Tesnoskalsky also

;g.mm. op. citi, P- 2328.
e mn’ 34 Pe .
78, Verbis, Eg' g o t:, P 60.
79. Jan Ga- S Sm, Pe. 3
80. Kad]sbik, ; t_' s Pe
»

81. E ¥ 2 l‘ - w
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¢laimes tho Hussites bullt numerous churches of a style peculiar
to the Hussites. 52

Simltoty, however, writes that a mass of soldiers cannoct
build churches. In the same book he quotes Emil Edgar as
gaying that a "psychology which would imagine the Husslte arumy
in Slovakia could have been commndeered %0 build churches is
ridiculous.” =IZdgar also writes of inspeciing the so-called
Hyssite churches in Zvolen Sounty, in Uemer and Hont (Radvaid,
Rimaveks Bana, Terilakovoe, Rimavské Brezovo, Stitnilk, “ra.sk:ovo,
Rozhava, Ratkova, Crendany, and Driensany ) and became convinsced
that not oven one of thesc supposcdly lluseite churches is of
Hussite origin, -

Varsilz also takes exception to the ¢laims of tradition
and shows that history reveals that the so-called "Hussite"
churches in Slovakia are not of Hussite origin. IHe cites the
example of the well-known "Hussite" chureh in Haluzice, sup-
posedly built by the Hussites, but actually built in the
twelfth century. The Hussite churches ars either pre-tussite
or post-ilussite in date of arigin. 84

The Hussites, however, acquired existing churches and
used them as places of worship. Spie county claims 60 to 70
ghurches in usc by the Hussites. 86,86 In the cornersiones

88: Belo ‘lgm-mum Qurazy z Dejin Presovsigyeh
M&—T' £ Simite from Slovak History, p. 85.

g c t-'
Balo Teanonka 1sky, op. oit., p. 8.
%. Klima, Ope .itcg P. 298.
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of susch churches as these the Hussites sarved their symdol,
that of the chalise, as in the case of the shurch in Almss in
Hont, Churches with chalices carved on thelr cmm,
howmever, are not an accurate record and proof of Husslite-
asquired or ‘ussite-bullt churches. An ascommt of such a
church in Tisa reveals 1t eould riot have besn bullt by the
Hussites or even dated from the time of the Hussites, for 1t
burned twice and wae not rebuilt for some time. ¥ It fs of
historical importance that Evangelisals in Slovakia during
Luther's time and during the entire German Beformation used
the chelice as a symbol of their falth also. e

It is trus, tho, that the Hussites used the ohmshes
they asquired as strongholds and remodsled them for that pur-
pose. "Originelly the church served & dusl purpose, that of
plece of worship in time of pease and as a strongheld in time
of public dlsquiet.” 52 Kosice, Myslawa, loldava, Sv. Milmlas,
Yevoea, and Ruzomberok all had churches where the existing
shehos were adapted for use as strongholds in tims of at-
toole, 2

The above evidemse, along with the apparent lack of
historicnl evidence to prove the tradition of Hussite churches
mkes it nigh onto impossibls to assertain to which pariod of

=
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invaded and ravaged Slovakis, bwrning everything in their path.®?
This incursion and the nmusercus other wars fought om Slowak
s0il wrought untold destrustion. Iibrariss and museums wers
destroyed, leaving little for posterity. At this time whols
commmitics woere farced to flse far their lives or be exter-
minated, They founded new towns bearing 0ld namss. JMany flad
to the White Mountains and founded villages there. Soms later
returned to thoir native tosns, rebuilt, but on different sitea,
as is the case with liyjava. Resords were lost, and subsequait
wars even wiped out these newly ereated villages and thelr
documents. o2

Tradition has it that the Hussites eclonized Slovakia,
especially the counties of Malo Hont, Gemer and Novolsad.
Klima mentions that they built homes in colonies they arganized,
suh as Gesks Brezovo. °° Varsik goss inte great detail teo
prove that many of these "settled™ sections were densely
wooded at the time of the Hussites and s¢ bardly populated.
Towns mentioned as having been settled were not in existense
at the time, but have a htcr@!;in.“ Had there been
large Hussite ssttlements, as it is slaimed, it 1s probable
that history would have rescrdsd it. As suwoh only ths settle~
ments of Simlica, Senisa, ledniea and Pushov are resardsd as
parboring large settlsments of Hussites. 55

%ﬂ&-nbﬂ.
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Varsik claims all this tradition about Hussite shuwhas

and Hussite settlements eams in espesially in the ninstesnth
eentury, when Hussite tradition was fostered by the clergy to
bolster the Evangelicals against the attasks of the somter-
Reformation. Referonce was made to thelr ansestoars who bruvely
routed and withstood the attasks of the enemy, and held to
their Hussite tenets, 96 |

D. Bussitism in Slovakia after Jiskre.
After the activity of Jislam cams to an end (1457), mny
of the congregations in the sections which had been most
heavily populated by Jislra's men retwrned to the fold of the
Catholic Church, This was the case in the congregaticus of
Hont, They sought the retwrn of the lsttiers of privilege
granted by the Churoh. This meant that & tenth of the insome
was to go to their respestive bishops and no one else. In
mny eases the letters of mrivilags had been destroyed during
the wars fought in the respestive sestions ar during the stay
of the Hussites. By 1462 among the shurehes ealling for a

. renewal of their privileges were those of the citles of Rimmw-

sid Baia, Rimaveld Kokmwva, Rimavsks Bresovo, Hmst and Tisoves.
The elergy of Kraskovo, and Stephen, Rriest of Geren witnsssed
t0 the loss of the letters of privilsge and the desire of the
songrega tions h—mﬁ-’m. Prom lstiers still
extant 1t 1s scsn thai this suppseedly Hussite sestica of

o e e 2 S




Slovalkia retzined its Catholic tenects, and asked for its
letters of privilege. g
Some writers have polnted to Czech names as & proof of
Hyssite remants, as did ladislav Bartolomeldes. Skultety
puts no faith in this. %  varsilk points to the presence of
Czeeh nemes throughout the history of “lovakia, and so has no
sympathy for such a proof. =
In 1462 King lMatthias, in an effort to restore order,
s:l._g;ned an cirder for the relsase of property of those who had
been unfaithful to t.iue government and had held a heresy of
some sort. The Hussites were forbidden to demonstrate their
religion by this edict. e
However, this did not seem to affect too many, as Varaik
points out from authoritative sources. In the year 1467 in
the ecounty seat of Heoves = there were only ten heretics, or
those who did not abide by the orders of the state, and 2
who had abetted or espoused the cause of Hussitism. In Tren-
¢in and other sections only individuals were found who espoused
the Hussite cause, and not groups as is the popular opiniom. 101
Either the Hussites had been amalgamated, had disappeared
from this section, or they became crypto-Hussites. Thus by
the end of Matthiac' reign (1490) Hussitism was a dead issue,
and luther's Reformation was still a quarter of a century

away.

97, Vars » 0130. Pe 34.
932 tyoiops . Sit., p. 86

99, gge u 8it., P. 35
100. Ih1d. Pe
101. Ibid, p. 37.
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Varsik's presentation 1s a negative, tho a eehola?]y,
unbiased and objective approach to the part whieh the Hussites
played in the preparation of Slovak soll for the Yerman Re-
formation. Mg ascribes most of the present historical data
found in use by histcrians, both contemporary and past, to
tradition.

Pavel &rizko and Jozef Skultety, contemporary Slovak
historians say history is lacking in detalls regerding the
Hussltes. They mention that the barbarous, c¢rucl warfare of
e mixed Hussite army (Hussites, Germans and others) resulted
in an almost nogliglble amount of missionary activity, at-
tended by lack of interest and methods of missionary w::-k-.:"‘E
"These armies, representing tho rather quickly descaying

Hussitism, were composed of meny foreigners, *men from all

’ parts of the world,Y according to more reproachful expres-

‘ sions, 'of the scum of the earth'. Their character and
organizetion did not malke them fit for religious reformation.”
103

However, Bonfin, Galeotti, Turocius, Ranzan, and Eschen-

leer, historians during the rule of King Matthias, agree that
the Taborites were missionaries and spread Hus' teashings in
northern Slovakia. Evangelical writers of Hung=ry, Bartolo=
meldes, Tablie, Saferik, Hurban, Tomasik and the Czech Catho-
lic writers Hermenegild, Jozef Jireéek and ledislav Ffé also

1028. Jraj Janoska, Sirkevns Iisty, p. 186.
105, Skultoty, Op. Xk, Pe ._ﬂ""'l.
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testify to the positive work of the Fussites in Slovaiia, 0%

Capek summarizes it this way: "The settling in Slowakia
of these warriors (Hussites ), whom religious persesution had
driven from Bohemia, was productive of far reaching results.
In the first place, the Hussites had sown the first seed of
Protestantism among the people whose country they had invaded.
Secondly, they imposed on the matives their idiom, foreing
it to the front in schools and churehes, and to & certain
extent in comrmmal affairs, to the exslusion of latin (which
up to this time predominated ). Most important of all, the
Hyssites brought about the regensration of the people in a
national sense.” 105

So complete was this adoption of the Czesh language
thet under Matthias' rule not a single documsnt was iesued
fromtharoyalotnxl;oryinlnunwhm. 108 pooks of
worshlp were now mostly Czech. Slovaks adopted Cszech 1iters-
ture, and now attained great literery fame. 107

Cajak lists these results: 1)"Close relations between
the Bohemian nation and that of Slowvakia were effected.
2) The Hussites who settled in Slovakia, especially under the
leadership of Jan Jisica, brought their Fussite views of re-
ligian, espeeially their way of life, to bear upon the pecple.”
Janoslka comments: "Spiritual hymms, sinsere mwuysr, sermons
from the Ward of God, a godly 1life, these ware the spirituml
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codlces of the Hussites." 108 3 )"They brought along books,
among them books of religion, the writings of Hus, and the
Czech Bible. 7This was now used and soon became common and
kmovm. 4) The Czech language now took on popular usage among
the people of Slovakia. This meant the downfall of the cur-
rently used Latin, " 109
; At the present, and until further research fully exhausts
the work of the Hussites in Slowakia, a quotation from ‘-;ajak
would best coneclude this topic: "The teachings of Iuther were
quick tc take root in Slovakla, for here 1t had a prepared
soll, for the teachings of Hus, which compared favorably with
those of luther, nhad already been sown there, and the people

were ready to renew the cause of reformation which had for the
most part been eradicated or at least suppressed for a number
of years," 110

108. ;anﬂé]ﬂ' OE. clt., Ps 207.
1090, Cajak, Sp- ‘15-’ Pe. 50.
110, Ibid, p. 61
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