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INTRODUCTION

"peace I loave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world
“giveth, give T unto you, Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid", lsa.i.d Jesus to His disciples shortily before His beirayal by
Judas Iseariot. Any intelligent student of history soon finds out that
the penco the world gives is always a peace that causes men's hearts to
be troubled and afraid, The peace of the world troubles and makes afraid
because of the nature of that peace, and because of its givers, The
peace Jesus gives is a heavenly peace. It is not an outward peace, Tt
is an inward peace, a peace of the heart, The peace the world gives is
only an outward peace. It is often merely a cessation of hostilities.
The pooce Jesus gives comes from God Himself. It resis on the promises
of Him who cannot lie. It was bought and paid for by the Son of God
Himgelf. He shed His bloocd. He died a oriminal's death on the cross
that men might have this peace, It was created in the hearts of all be-
lievers by God Himself; end He preserves it in their hearts., It is a
gift which comeg from the Giver of every good and perfect gift. It is
the product of divine mercy, grace, and forgiveness. That is why it is
a cortain and eternal peace. That is why the child of God who has that
peace noed not be troubled; nor need he be afraid,

The peace the world gives comes from human beings. It rests upon
the promises of men, of whom scripture says that all ars na.ra.a It de-

pends upon human treaties and agreements which can easily be broken,

1 John 14,27 .
2 Psalm 116,11; Romans 3,4




-2 e
Fowsr-hungry congquerors ofton regard peace troaties as mere aempa. of
paper, lorldly peance often knows litlle of mercy or forgiveness, It is
generally imposed by a powerful wictor upon a beasten and powerless fceg
therefore it ia all too often charasterized by cruelty end oppression.
That, is why earthly peuce is so uncertain smé temporary, When the wea-
rinéss of war is forgotiten, and o new generstion arises which did not

experience the misery and bloodshed of warfare, there are ali-:-;jh those

who bezin to speak of the glory o_f war. They urge it as o means tc ob-
trin powor and riohes; -Eager listeners to such speeches are not lucke
ing, 5lack with grea& and wraths; the war-clouds rise, The suaghine of
pecce is blotied cut. A storm of death and destruction breaks upon the
hwaan reac;. Bagause the peace the world gives is based on human promis-
ec whi_sh are as uncertain as the wind and us unsteady as the waves of
the sea; it always has cnused the hearts of thinkiug men to be troubled
and %o be afrald,

Aftcr the greatest war history has known, we again have peace., %ue
rejoice in it, Ve are glad that millions of men are nc lozger struggl-
ing with each other on the global battle-fiolds. We are relieved that
death no loager ‘raing from the skies in the form of boubs, that it no
longer lurks in the torpedoes of submarine-infested waters, that our
young ‘men; the flower of our country, no longer have to give their lives
by the tens of thousands to insure our survival in a world gone mad with
the lust of conquest, ‘Soms who shuddered at the horrors of war now like
to bury all thoughts of warfare and blocdshed in some forgotten corner of
their mind,  They 1ike to bask in the sunlight of peace as if the war-
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celouds would n.ever return, But there are others who camnot forget what
happened at the }Marco f’olo Bridge in Manchuria and at Pearl Harbor in
the Hawaiisn Islands, Thay do not feel they should forget the Blitz-
krieg thaot was so suddenly launched on the socil of Europe, and which
made puch frightening progress, They remember how close we were to dis-
aster in the early days of the war which has so recently ended, -They
know the peace we now enjoy is like overy other pezce the world gives,
Their hearts are already troubled and afraid. S5So they urge the citizenms
cf our nation to begin now to mrke the proper provisions that the next
m:.lx-. which they say my‘arrive much sooner than we expect, may not f£ind
us unprepared, They would préss our country to adopt a program of com=
pulsory military iraining in preparation for ihe war that may be impend-
ing, There are others who are against such a program o¢f compulsory mil-
itary training for various reasons which seem valid and important to
them,

The church, though not of the world, 1s inevitably .Ln_ the world,
Whatever happens in this world of ours generally affects the church in
one way ob another., So the matter of compulsory military tralning is
alao bound to have some effect upon the church end its work, If a plan
of compulsory military training is adopted in our couniry, even if the
church as such has no voice in framing 'tila plan, it muet a.ddugt itself
t0o it. Tt must make certain changes to meet the altered sonditious in
the life of the nation, It must make provision for the spiritual care
of its members who come under the provisions of the plan, It must take
advantage of any migsionary opportunities which are brought into being
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when the plan is put into operation, Therefore it is important that we
dizcuss compulsory military training from the viewpoint of the church,
We will consider"the various plans which have been proposed to provide
this compulsory military training for ihe youth of the nation, Ue will
think out what the viewpoint of the church, of all believers in general,
and of our own church bedy in particular, should be in regard to this
mattor, e will examire the relation hetween compulsory military train-
ing and the church. Vie will take note of the principal arguments besfore
the public, and give attention to the arguments beih for and against the
various plans. Finally, we will suggest some steps the church should
take in case compulsory military training is instituted in our country,
also some steps our church should take while 1t is waiting for the mat-

ter to be decided.




CHAFTER ONE
Plans of Compulsory Military Training

Compulaory military training is not a new development in ihe his-

tory of ovr country, Our first president, George Washington, consider-

ed the liability to military duty an accepled principle, His own words

on the gubject are; "It may be laid down as a primary proposition ec.ceee
that every citizen who onjoys the protection of a free goverament, owes

not only 2 porition of his property, but even of his personal aarviees;
to the defenase of it.," The first colcnists oftour land had brought with
then the Eanglish concept of the militie, This required that all able-
bodied men hold thaives availasble for militery servics in case of anl
emergency. There was cvea an occasional period of training given, A=

dorting the principle of militia service, the Continental Gongress re-
comzended in July 18, 1775 fhat "all able~bodied effective men, between -

16 and 50 years of age, be formed :lﬁto domﬁaniea of mi:].:l.tia".l in Revo- N
Jutionary times, the militia system was the only defense system in our
country, It served fairly well ft;r local defensey but since the periods

of duty were seldom more than three to six month.s. and the members wers
constitutionally undi_seiplined and untfé.inea, the militia was practiea.‘l.—

1y uselesﬁ ?or military expedi-!;iona outside the ;:ountry. or even the lo=
cality, in which the memhei‘é ﬁved. Gene-ra.l Ceorge Viashington, who was
forced to depend on the militis during the Revolutionary Var, did not
have much use for ‘I'.‘he.syu‘ber-n. e 't-'.riad to get a better system adopted |
1 Annals of the American Academy of Poljtical and Sosial Science, Sep~ d

!'“tmi,_:br..' 1945 - pago 8 g o

&




for the defense of the nationg but he was not suscessful,

The United statéa continued to strugglo nlong with the militie sys-

tem for many years., In the War of 1812, the failure of the militia was
evident ak Detroit, at Queenstocwn Heights, and at Blademburg, 527,000
militia troops cculd not keep 16,500 British regulars from sapturing
Vasnington and burning the White House, Of course we finzlly won the
war, as wve won the Revolutionary War, when it took 420,000 militia %o
defeat 42,000 British regularss but the war would have ended much scon=
er if we would have had a better defense gystem. 1In the Mexican War in
1845, we had similar trouble with the militia, The troops were better
trained and equipped theny but at the height of General Scott's march
on liexico Gity, 40,000 troops went home because their year of enlist=-
ment was over. General Scott bad to wa.:l:t for forty per-cemt replace-
menis for his armies before he could continue his vistory march,

In the Civil War, the militia was finally roplaced by a systen of
compulsory military duty and service. ' At the start of the war, Presi-
dent Iincoln's call for 75,000 volunteers for thres months of service
was a failure. When the Confederacy called its men for one year, and
then, before the end of the year, instituted universal military con-
scription, Congress no longer had a cheoice, It was forsced to pass the
draft act of lMareh 3; 1863 to get a supply of manpower for the Union
armies. This firet draft act was a very poor measure, Becaugse exemp-
tions could be purchased for $300 and substitutes could be hired, there
was a great deal of corruption and viclence in its administration., It
yielded only a fraction of the manpower it should have produced,.

IWITEIT
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Meanvhile universal conscription had become the accepted method of
getting manpower for military purposes in most European countries. As
early as 1798, France called upon all able~bodied men between 20 and 25
yeara of age to serve in its army., Universal conscription became the
established military poliocy in practically all the Eurcpean nations af-
ter 1870. Prussia early _duve].oped the system to its full worth aas a
peccetime military policy. Vhen its armed force was limited to 42,000
by the Tilsit Treaty of July 1807, the military genius Sharnhorst evolv=
ed a plan of training for short periocds of compulsory service which was
gladly ndopted by his government. The iarga reserve of trained manpower
produced in Prussia showed its effectiveness in 1813 when the war with
Napolecn was renewed, Because of its proven succeés. Sharnhorst's plan
was further developed by Von Boiren. another Prusaign military expert,
As a reault of his work, the )firut sclentific military law for universal
peacetime gervice was passed on September 3, 1814, The efficiency of
the Frupsian military machine whi _ch resulted was proved against Denmark
(in 1864), against Austria (in 1856) s and against Napoleon IXII (in.1870),

One after another, most _other European countries adopted Prussia's
plan. i;u;tria. adopi;cdr it in 1858; Greece, ‘:I.n JBGS;IFrance, in 1872; Rus-
eia, in 1874; and Ttely, in 1875, Rumania adopted it ms early as 1866,
By the time Vorld Var I was unleashed upon a ld:lna.t:l.aried and heavily-
armed world, the only great Euio;ea.n power which did not have a large
body of oiti:m—:oﬂi&s conscripted in peacetime was Great Britain,
Britain had never followed the omplo of her continental neighbors be-

cause she depended on her iarga and powerful huvy for protection,
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The reason the United States and Great Britain never adopted a

" peacetime progrma of universal military ccnseription is probably due to

the geographical and polit:leal factors involved, As John Dickensen ably
sums it up;y "A peopls will not willingly oubmit to the obvious economic
waste of elaborate milltary training unless the dominant public opinion
emong, them is habituated to regard large-scale warfare as an ever-pres=
ent possibility and normal incident of national life ..... Rival nations
crowdine each other geographically and labgq ring under the fear of im-

peading over-population accepted whole~-heoartedly a tradition of national

antagonisns, " 2
When nation after nation was drawn into VJorld War I, even those na=

tionp which had not practiced peacetime universal conscription, found it
necessary to ingtitute universal wartinme conscription. Great Britain
could not get enough manpower by means of voluntary enlistmenty so it
passed a draft act in 1914, Our own couniry, soon after ite entrance
into the war, adopted a system of universal conscription. The act,
pasged by Congress on May 18, 1917, called for all young men between 21
and 31 years for the duration of the war, The only ocutright exemptions
gronted were for ministers, divinity students, and a few high political
officials. Conscientious ob,jeotgrs were exempted from combat service
only, There were also provisions made for »xemxp‘la:l.cms= at presidential
discretion for essential occupations and dependency.

After the armistice was signed u:t- the olose of the first world war,

2 Annals of the American Academy.of Political and Social Soience; Sep-
tember 1945 - psge 9
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Gre=t Britain reverted to the veoluntary principle of military training
and service, The United States also demobilized its army and navy with-
out continuing universzl military service or training, At the Vergailles
peace-table it was propesed to outlaw all peacetime oompulaoz;y military
s'e:vico; but the proposal was soon rejected, France opposed it strong-
ly; and the other nations did not press the point., Germany was prohib-
ited from enasting any laws calling for peaceitime militery training; and
its armed forees were sharply limited, But the victorious continental
Europoan nations gave universal peacetime compulsory military training
n. prominent place on their national agenda,

In Varch 16, 1935, Adolph liitler arbitirarily removed Germany's re- -
gbricticns in regard lo conscription; and the now Reichewehr was born,
Cn April 27, 19239, Great Zritain, threatened by wars, adopted universal
congceription and began traoining its manpower., On September 16, 1940,
our own country, fearing it would be involved in a second world war
which had already begun in Europe, passed its f&ist universal peacetime
military training act, known ass "The Seleciive Training aad Service
Act", Soveral attempts-had been made previous to this time to intro-
duce ccmpuls‘ory military trai;li:g in penceiime; but they had not been
succesaful, .

As e.arly as August 3, 1919, Secretary of War llewion Baker had called
for a bill to establish a three month training period for every 15 and 19
year old youth in the sountry, A4s a result of his pleas, the Kahn-Ohm-
berlin bill was submitted to Congress. m- bill called for a training
period of six months followed by five years in which the trainees were
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subjoct to additional training periods, if that were deemed neccasary,
This bill wes defeated. A year later, a national defense act was propos-
ed. This provided for a compulsory military training period of four
months for the 19 yeai-old: of the nation, The trainees were then to be
enrolled as organized reserves for five years, \hen the National Defense
Act of 1920 was finally passed, f.h..ese compulsory provisions had been re-
placed by voluntary ones because the sentimeni oi the country was against
compulsory militery training at the time, .lowever, six years later, a
"Joiunt Army and Nevy Selective. Service Committee" was created to develop
a plan which could be used to quickly build up an adequate army, navy,
and airforce ia case of an emergency. This comeittee made arrangeuments
for reserve commigsions in the arwy and in the navy, It planned corres-
ponience cuurges end two-week conferences for reserve officers.. It also
planned the prpcedu_.r_e that was later used to drait men under the Selec-
tive Training and Service Act. Ascording to ihis act, no more than 900,
CCO mein were to be in training at one time, The treining period was to
be one year or less.,  The nation's manpower was divided into four claass-
e8; Class I -- men for the services; Claes II -- men for civilisn activ-
ities; Class III --,men with dependents; and Class IV -~ political offi-
cials deferred by law, ministors,-ihe mentally,.  physically, and morally
unfit, and misceilzmgous other groupae

\lhen we entered ilhe seccnd world war,: this.ect was soon changed to
fit wer conditions.: ,The restricticn on the number of men to traincat.one
time was lifted. .The term. of training was lengthened to the duration
plus six months, - The age limit.was raised to include older men and low-
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ered to include younger men, A powerful war machine of upwards of 12,
000,000 men was raised, trained, equipped, and maintained in battle,

The end of the war stabted the demcbilization process. A point
system was constructed, 12 points were granted to all married men,

12 additional points were granted for every dependent child, One point
was granted for every month of service, One additional point was given
for every month of service overseas, Poinis were also given for cer=-
tain military decorations, Willions of our soldiers, sailors; and avi-
ators have been demobilized according to this point systenm,

When they saw their armed fo.rcau melt away under the point system,
the military leaders becams alarmed, They appealed to Prssident Truman,
The president studied the problem; and omn October 23, 1945, he asked for
a compulsory military training bill with no strings attached. He wanted
twolve months in camp for every physically able boy upon reaching the.
age of eighteen or upon graduation from high school, or, in any case,
before he was twenty years old, Mre Truman proposed that no exemption
be made for occupation or dependents, that combat fitness be not made a
“necessary qualification, that trainees should also be made ready to per-
form militarily valuable jocbs in addition to actual fighting, that the
emphasis be placed on modern instruments of warfare, and that the train-
ed men become part of the general reserve for six years after training,

When Pz"e_a':l.dent Truman stated his requirements, several plans had
already been suggested. One of the first of these was a plan suggested
by a certain Griscom Norgan in a letter to the "Times” which was dated
Harch 31, 1944, MNorgan's pl_nn was modeled on the military training of
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the Swiss. His plan called for from four to six months a year, depend-
ing on the rank and th; branch of urv:lce.?

Another plan had been suggested by General George C. Marshall on
September 2, 1944:.4 This plan called for a non-professional peacetime
trained force which would be outside of state control and fully organiz-
ed, mauned, and staffed in peacetime in the form in which it would be
used in war, In this armed force, the key positions would be occupied
by trained civilian officers instead of suddenly elevated professionals,
as was so often the case in this war,

Thon there was always George Washington's plan of January 21, 1790,
which was a revision of an earlier plan by Henry Knox, Knox's p]an had
callod for six weeks of training a year for three successive years,
VWiashington's plansoalled for thirty days in camp every year for two
yearsy, and ten days additional in the third year. He planned that every
youth between 18 and 20 years of age should take part in such training,

Before the House of Representatives and the Senate were two identi-
cal bills: H.R. 515, known as the "May Bill", which had been introduced
on Jaauary 3, 1945 and referred to the House Committee o::: Military Af-

fairs, and’'S, ‘188, known as the "Gurney Bill", which was submitted to

3 Education, October 1945 - page 69

4 Annals of the American Academy of Pol!;t:leal and Sociu.l Science, Sep-
tember 1945 - page 13 - . :

5 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Sep-
tember 1945 - pago 13 ]

# Often roterred to as the "Gumy-llay Bi11"
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the Senate on Januery 10, 1945, Both bills were worded thusy "4 Bill
To provide military or naval training for all male citizens who attain
the age of 18 years, and for other purposes.

- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Gongress assembled, That (a) the Congress hereby
declares that the reservoir of trained manpower built up at such enor—-
mous oxpense during the present war should not be permitted to becoume
empty again as after World War I, but should be perpetuated for tho
peace and security of future generations,  (b) That Congress further
declares that this end can be assured only through a system of milita-
ry training for all able-bodied eitisgens in their earl;.r manhood, While
the details of future military organization cannot be determined with
precision until after the terms of a permanent peace can be envisaged,
there can be no thoroughly effective national defense system that does
not rest upon the democratic principle that all citiszens of a free state
should be trained to defend their country, (e) That Congress furthor
declares that the training system should be imaugurated as soon as prac-
ticable after the sessation of hostilities in order to utilize material
resources and training experience which will otherwise soon be dissipat-
ed, . .

Section 2, . Under such regulations as the President shall prescribe,
every male gitizen -of the United States, and every male aliea residing
therein shall, upon attaining the age of 18 years, or within 4 years
thercafter, be subject to military or naval training, and sha..‘l.l be in-
ducted into the Army or Navy of: the United States, for this purpose a-
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lone, for o period of one year, except persons as shall be serving in
the armed forces at the time this secticn takes sffect, such exceopiion
to be under regulations to be prescribed by the Prssideat for the ox-
emptions of such persons by reason of service with the armed forces,
The pericd of training shall be one year, less such time, not exceed-
ing one month, as may be reasonably necessary for induction, mobiiiza-
tion, sand demobilizations Provided, That any person gubject to train-
ing under the provisions of this Aet shall have the privilege of eleat=
ing in such mammer and at such time as may be prescribed by regulation,
whether such training shall begin when he attains the age of 138 years,
or whether it be deferred for not more thun 4 years, and of expressing
whether he desires to be trained in the Army or the llavy, and, so far
as practicable, he shall be trained in acocordance with such expressed
desires; Provided, however, That any par.son who has beon éraduated by a
preparatory or high school may, after his seventeenth birthday, slect
with the consent of his pareats or 'qr persons standing in loco perentis
1o be inducted before his eighteenih birthdays; .And provided furiher,
That during the period of training prescribed in this section, it shall
be the duty of all officers charged with the training to select and re-
cord the names of all trainees who show capacity for leadership with a
view to enoouraging them to qualify as reserve noncommissioned officers
and officers during their periocd of enrollment as reservists uader the
provisions of section 3 of this Act, '
Section 3, Each young man after the oomplatign of his training under
section 2 shall be enrolled as a reservist in the land or naval forces
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of the United States for a period of 6 years, but shall not be subject
to compulsory military service during that period except in an emergency
de¢clared’ by Congress and then only under such ccnditions as Congress
ney prescribe, Provided, That any man who completes his t.ra:l.ning under
section 2 and who thereafter serves satisfactorily as a volunteer in the
Navy, the Karine Corps, or the Regular Army for a period of at least one
year, or in the National Guard of the United States or the Naval Ifilitia
for o period of at least 2 years, or in an organized raeserve unit for a
period of at least 3 yoars, shall be deemed to have completed the 6 year
period as’a reservist prescribed in this gection,; but nothing 1n.thi.s
section shall be construed to prevent =2ny such man,; while in the National
Guard of the United States or the Navdal Militla from being ordered or
ealled to active duty theroin by appropriate Act of Congreas,
Section 4, After the period of reserve enrollment prescribed in section
3 no man shall be subject to compulsory military service except when the
Congress shall have declared o national emergency requiring such service,
and then only under such conditions es the Congress may prescribe, ’
Section 5, Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this
Act, or regulations made pursuant thereto, shall, upon convictioan there-
of, be punished by imprisonment for not more than one year or a fine of
not more than $1,000, or by both such £ine and impriscrment,
Section 6, This Aet shall become effective six months after whichever
_of the following dates is the earlier: (1) The date of a proclamation
by the President that the war is ended,A or (2) the date specified in a

ooncurrent resolution of the two Houses of Congress.
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Section 7., All laws or parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of
this Act are hereby repealed, ‘
Section 8, This Act may be cited as the "National Military Training Act
of 1945","

Among the substitutions, changes, and amendments to this bill is a
plan proposed by Albert R, Brinkman, an infantry t:ap'lm.:ln.6 His suggested
period of training, inspired by the Swiss military training system, is a
four month basic training period with twenty-four hour days of duty at
some military training center, The program for this period would comprise
basic courses in military courtesy and discipline, interior guard duty,
firsi aid and personal hygiene, defense against chemical attack, map
reading and the use of the compass, individual protective measures, care
of oquipment and clothing, tent pitching, the manual of arms, basic weap-
ons, and basic tactics. This traini.ng would occupy three of the four
months, For the last month he planned specialization in one of the ba-
pic branches, If the trainee wanted to train for a longer period of
time in his specialty, he could be allowed to do so. Allowances could
be made for individual differences in training, such as special train-
ing in light of a vocation and development of aptitudes for post=irain-
ing life, Different 'brnn#n of the army 'or.mvy would probably want to
offer extra periods of training. The plan made provision for limited
gervice capablities in branches which do not require a high standard of
physical fitness, Tt r‘oqu:l'.roil 2 standard training program throughout

6 Education, October 1945 - pgge-‘\'s'?-'lzr
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the country and a well=developed, unbiased testing bureau to apportion
and guide the trainees into ﬂpproprin:ba branckes. The courses and pro-
grans were to be prescribed by the War Department. It was planned to
use officers and enlisted men who had served in the army as training
personnel, also the camps and training areas which had been used during
the war, The personnel was to bo' paid by state and federally matched
selaries, To insure a supply of instructors, teacher-training institu-
tions would probably ha.va to introduce courses on principles of military
education, Surplus equipmeat, supplies, weapons, aud even uniforms,
could be used for the trainees, They should be paid {25 per month,

A section of the plan suggested raval training for girls in coastal
states with naval training centers, Ior others, present training center
installations for women's branches of the service could be used, Girls
would not be compelled to take the trainings but could enlist voluntari-
1y for it.

Other suggestions were: ‘I‘-(; give regular instructors permanent mni:
in the army or navy, to give trainees opportunity to become non-commis-
sioned or petty officers .':I.th a eorrespond:_lng increase in pay, to offer
a certificate of military training for a basie¢ period satisfactorily
eompleted, and to issue a card which contained the information in regard
to the ecourses taken and the ratings given, The plan provided that all
those wha planﬁed to go to a college which had a recognized senior mili-
tary traifding unit would be exempt frm;n the ocompulsory period of train-
ing. .Four years of college training plus a summer camp would be consid-
ered tahtamount_ to the regular period. The plan also suggested that the
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following possibilities be offered to trainecs who satisfactorily com-
pleted the prescribed term of service: entrance into the regular army
or some other branch of the service, entrance to advanced training
courses, ontrance to advanced military traiaing upon entering college,
entrance to officer oandidate schools, entrance to'the air corps, en-
trance to programs similar to the ASTP or V-12, or onirance to the
United States Military or Naval Academy,

Another substitute to the plan proposed by the Gurney-May bill is
nilitary training through the National Guard. Such training, as pro=
posed by the Veterans of Foreign Viars through Omar B, Ketchum, their
national logislative representa.tive,,vwould take the plase of the bitter—
ly oppused one yenr under army and navy direction, The training under
the National Guard would -take place over a period of years in the home
communities of the trainees, It would leave them at home, with their
familiesy and their opportunities to continue their education without in-
terruption, There would be regular periods of training each week at the
loczl armory, and two weeks each summer at a reserve camp., Thers would
be 115 days of xilitary trailaing over a period of two years. This would
be followed by refresher courses from time to time, Ilany facilitles for
such training are already available, Thers is a supply of training per-
sonnel and equipment, Armories-could be built in the smaller communiti-
es where they are not yet in existence. The cost of the plan would be

7 Annals of tho Amer:l.onu Acade:v of Politioal and Social Se:lenoa. Sep~
* tember 1945 - pages 138-143 x
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far less 'than the one advocated by the Gurney-llay bill,

A third substitute is the so-called "Lezion Plan", This plan came
as a rosult .of the hearings before the Seleot Gommittee on Post-iar L—Iiﬁ-
tary Policy in June 1945 and the president's message to Congress on Octo-
ber 23, 1945, The American lLegion, meeting in Chicago, Tllinois in Novem-
ber 1945, pave consideration both to the hearings and the message of the
precident, and adopted these resolutions; "RESOINED, That the Congress
he urged to enact immediately a universal military training law to b_e
adminietered by a eivilian authority and specifieallyrproviding for a
twolive months' period ~f required tralning which chall consist of 2 pe-
riod of adequate basie training, common to all trainees, and = remaining
period, either in advanced technioal or scientific training, upon quali-
ficntion therefor; or its equivalent in the regular establishments or
the givilian components of the armed forces, or in advanced R.0.T.C.'s,
21l of which training shall be under the general diresction of the regu-
lar establishment of the armed forecesjy and be it further "RESOLVED,
That the induction for such training shall be at the age of 18 years, .
or upon graduation from high school =-- whichever is later; but in any
svent before his 20th birthday, and that the basic training shall, if
practicable, be at a facilitly in alose ;ﬂroximity to the trainee’'s home,"

The Mational Commander, upon behalf of the Americun Legion, later -
presented to the House Military Affairs Commitiee, the following amend-
ments to the Gurney= May bill; This addition to the first section —-
"(d)  The Congress further declares that said training system is for
the training of civilians to create a trained citizen reserve to the

’ﬂw‘i* oo
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armed services in time of national crisis and that the administration of
this Act shall be under the Willtary Training Board composed of civilians
hereinafter created.™ An entirely new second section: "Section 2,
Under such provisions as follow, every male citizen of the United States
and every male alien residing therein shall, upon attaining the age of
18 years, be subject to military, naval, or air training, by the respec-
tive armed forces, and shall be called into the service of the United
Btates, for this purpose alone, for a period of one year, except such
persouns ag shall have served in the armed forces of the United States
for a period of not less than three months; Provided, Theat any person
subject to training under the provisions of this Act shall have the
privilege of electing, in such manner and at such time as may be pre-
scribed by regulation, whether such training shall begin wheh he attains
the ago of eighteen years or upon hi_s graduation from high school,
vhichever is later; but in any event before his twentieth birtitday, and
of expressing whether he desires to train for the army, navy, or air,
andy, so far as practiicable, he shall be trained in accordance with such
expressed desire; Provided, however, that any person who has been grad-
uated by a preparatory or high school may, after his soventéenth birth-
day, elect, with the consent of his parents or persons standing in loeo
parentis, to be called before his eighteenth birthdeay; Provided, furthey
that the one year of training shall be divided iato two periods, The
FIRST P:ERIOD shall be fo_ur (4) months, beginning as near as possible on
June 1 of each year, and shall include basic training. Officers from the
civilien components shall be assigned all duties which they can perform
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effectively. The SECOND PERIOD will be eight ((8) months or longer, be-
ginning about October 1 of each year, and the trainee will choose one of
the following options, within required quotass (1) If qualified, he may
atiend a college or university, where he will be required to enroll in
and complete the advsnced course of the R,0.T.C.; and an additional
training period, preforably during the summer monthe; (2) or he may en-

list in the National Guard for a period of three years, or an organized

unit of the Orgenized Reserve Corps for a psricd of three yearsy (3) or,

.

if qualified, he may, if selected, pursue advanced technical or basie
scientific training which may be given in the armed fcrges, in industry
vr in a cdllege or university; (4) or he may continue his advanced
training under supervision of the regular esteblishment of the armed
forges; (5) or he may enlist in the regular forces for a normal enlist-
ment periody and Provided further, that during the pericd of training
prescribed in this section, it shall be the duty of all officers charg-
ed with the training to select and record the names of all trainees who
show capacity for leadership with a view to encouraging them to gqualify
as reserve noncommissioned officers and officers." Leaving only this
part of section three: "each young man after the complet:l.op of his
training under section 2 shall be enrolled as a reservist in the land
or naval forces of the United States for a periocd of six years, but
shall not be subjest to compulsory military service during that period
except in an emergency declared by the Congress and then only under such
conditions as the Congress may prescribe,"

Accordfing to the Legion plan, the young men of the nation, at the
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age of 18 or upon graduation from high school or preparatory achool, which
evar is latory will enter the armed forces of tho United States for train-
ing oanly, 1In no case shall the periocd of training be postponed until
aftor the twentieth birthday, The training is to be planned and super-
viged by a eivilian commission oreated by Gongress and selescted by the
président, The armed forces will do the t:"aining. The e¢ivilian author-
ities will plan and establish the regulations governing the condust and
disciplinary provisions for the trainees. 0Only those suffering from ex-
treme phyé:l.cal or mental handicaps will be exempted fron the training,
Every possible hour of the day will be used, There will be o minimum
of time off, The only leaves will be emergency loaves, The itraining
will be done ap near the homes of the trainees as possible. There will
be iwo poeriodss the basic, individual, and individual in the unit train-
ing for four months, and the advanced training for eighi mcontns, or its
equivalent, The trainee will be mllowed to choose the branch of the
armed forces in which he is to be trained as much as that is possible
within the quota for the branch, ' After basic iraining, the trainee may,
upon selection by abili:ty and election, take part in a training period
for advanced specialists or technicians; or he may return home and ac-
cept furiher military training in organized reserve or national guard
units; or he may enter a college or university that has an R40.T.C. u-
nit, ond complute that training plus field training during certain sum-
mer months; or he may volunteer for a term of enlistment in the regular
army, navy, or marine corpss or he may o_omplete a year of trainihk with
the armed forces along the lines pravided by them, The training will be

mET
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done by civillan officers, graduates of an R,0.T.C. or an officer can-
didates' school, and by candidates for an officer's commission., There
will also be a program in the seientific univerolities to provide trained
men in the sciences for special duity in scientific research and develop-
ment, production, procurement and the profeasions, all of whom will un=
depatand the needs of the armed services. The rate of pay for the
trainecs and the family and dependency allowances will be set by Congress.
Army insurance can be offered to the traineas for their periocd ‘of ser-
vice, '"he cost of the plan will be far less then other proposed plans
which are really officient in providing military training.B

Among other suggestions is the one made by Raymond Moley shorily
afier the president's speech to Congress in regard to compulsory mili-
iary training, Iir. }oley commented that the training should be strietly
military, and that no attempt should be made to interweave it with high
school and college programs, He also said that the indoctrination of
- the trainees should be rigidly supervised by non-political and non-mil-
itary educators. He further stated that the proposed year of training
should not be turned intc a school of uplifi, entertaimment, or political
or econcmic propagenda., The only purpose should be to train men in the
science of war and to provide the medical and moral ocare nsont:lgl there-

9
t0q

8 Quotations and other information in regard to the Legion plan taken
from'a booklet published by the American Legion and entitled: "the
American lLegion presents Common Sense Security"

9 Newsweek, November 5, 1945 - page 120
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10

In the February 9; 1946 issue of the Atlantic lfonthly, Heury Stecle
Comager wrote about the "confusion and fractional thinking" of the ar-
MYy nuvy, and the airforces:in their plans and proposals, He claimed
the answers were not to be found in thoe arguments of military and naval
experis, He advocated -a plan formulated by civilian, not military; au-
thoritios, nl-la gaid wo must adjust our military to the scieatific and
industrial polential, and all these to the tempor and character of the
dmerican psoplec,. Thers musl be a logical and ccherent plaa directed to
the provention of war,: Ve must start with the right habits and. create
tne right precedents,

Ceneral hisenhwer ptated :l.n July lgislfha.t there should be three
main purpeses in peacetime military training:; technical trainiung, phys-
ical hardoning, and psychological and moral itraining. The main cbjec-
tive sihould be the. psychological mnd moral training. This requires the
1cmgom. time; but it is never completely forgotten.

Secretary of War Patter qonlitfpred the followiang four "planks of
pszce"s 1,  a single departmont of armed forces uader a unified commandj
2. @ democratic and scientific systen of military training which will
£41 our youth both for eitizenship and the naiional defense; 3. a plan

for swift industrial mobilization that will permit compleie and immediate

10 The Atlantiec Wonthly, February 9, 1946 - page 54
11 The Atlantie Honthly, Februury 9, 1946 - page 58
12 The Ghristia.n century. July 25, 194.5 - pa.ga 854
13 Colliers lhgu:lno llunmbor 24. 1945 - pugo 59
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conversion to o war footing when attack becomes iuminent; 4, scien-
tific research and engineering that will continue to give our forces
the most effective offensive and defensive weapons, .

A.E, Yorgan, in an artiecle in the February 1946 American l."‘ox'cmz',v:.'.‘i‘r
offered the following proposals 1 postpone action to study the sub-
Jjeot by a commission of leaders of indusiry, agriculture, labor, the
church, educetion, and Congressy 2 +the policy to be formulated by
this commission should be cmtroiled by a similar commission, having
overall supervigsiony 8 West Point should be reorganized as a gradu=-
ate school, receiving men of great.er maturity, having all except ex~-
plicitiy mj.lita.r_:r faculty members drawn from other institutions; &
fimerica should study most carefully the conditions necessary for peace,
and nq b only the cqaditions necessary for waging war,

irigadier General VWalter L. Welble, director of military training,
Army Service Forces, has advocated universal military training as a part
of the post-war educational program in our schools and colleges,

Drry Williem Mather Lewis, president of lLafayette College; urged six
months of military training co mbined with citizenship studies for girls
as woll as beys.

Hajo Holborn, history professor of Yale University, suggentodl'iha.t
24 to 26 weeks should.be adequate, that retraining will be necessary in
case of war, and that the use of half a year for training will be less

14 The American Mergury, February 1946 - page 167 and 168

15 Annals of the m:-:lun Madm of PoJ.i.t!.nl and Social su.onee. Sep-
tember 1945 = page 130
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costly to the country's economy than a full year,

Ernest A, Wilkins, presideant of Oberlin Colleze, suggested an "over-
all plsen of national defanae"l:nstead of just a year of military train-
ing for “overyone", He suggested military strength sdequate in quantity,
in quality, and in ito overall unificationy sufficient scientific and in-
ventive nctivities to keep us in possession of the most advanced weapons;
nedical and related professions adequate in quantity and quality, and
liisked, in so far as necessary, to the program of national defense; an

industiial organizontion also linksd to the defense program; and inter-
nal unity of a degree sc high that men mand women generally will partici-
pate actively in any mational defenne program, and to save us from ine
tornal cloavages thut would lessen or nullify our strength in time of
danger,

The army plans carry out the provisions of the Gurney=iay bill,

The army intends to use all the men:in the age group who are physically
and mentally able to undertake the training =nd to assume the responsi-
bility for nationel defense, Tt plansg to conduct the training on mili-
tary establishments by military men, The trainees will be used for
iraining purposes only, They will not be used for militery operations
unless Congress passes an act declaring =n emergency., The training will
be intensive and extensive, the purpose teing to equip men to engage in

future wars. Tt will be constantly revised to meet new conditions, It

16 Aunals of the Amerlcan Academy of Political and Socisl 3clonce, Sep~
tember 1945 - pages 132-137 (Quotation - “over-all plan of national
defense” - taken from title of article, page 131)
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will be based on the experience gained in the last war. Recruit train-
ing will be followed by individual technical training, Then the men
will be trained to act as members of a team, The emphasis will be on
doeveloping leaders and a regerve of specialibbs and technicians. Every
effort will be made to develop and use the skills of the irainees,
There will be elassification and aptitude tests to determine what the
trainess can be expected to do, - The men will be called into serviog
under o procedure similar to selective service, The camps will be
piaced largely in the southern part of the couniry, The trainees will
be given initial physical examinationsj aud minor physical corrections
will be mede. They will be assigned to work commensurate with their
physical ability. The men will live in permanent posis, in clean airy
berracks. - The instructors will be drawn largely from the Oificers Re-
gerve Corps.’ The trainees will get nourishing food, They will receive
physical treining of various types, 1lfedical and dontal care will be
provided. There will also be religious opportunities, Sports, eanter-
tainment, and cultural opportunities will be provided for off-duty
hours, During recruit training the usual basie military subjects will
be taught. Some:of these are: dismounted drill snd cersmonies, map and
aerial photo readings, equipment and clothing care, tent pitching, ex-
tended order drill, interior guard duty, marches and bivouacs, military
courtesy, discipline, articles of war, sanitation, first aid, personal
and sex hygiene, motor movements, physi_cal training, use of the compass,
use of rations, uae.o;"na_‘.ponl.‘ etc. The recruit training will be fol-
.lowed by technigal training in some epgchlty. After this will come u=-
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nit training in emall units, then unit training in large units, and
finally field exercises in which air, ground, service, and navy forces
will combine, The recruit training will last nine weeks. The spe-
cialized training will take from nine to tweniy-six weeks, depending on
the specialiy, The trainee will be assigned to a small unit during a
yart or all of this time, For 13 wweks he will study the workings of a
larger unit., The final oight woeeks will be speut in combined meuvar:.f

The navy plans four phases of training, Phase number one concerns
recruit training -- terminology of the service, rudiments of seafaring,
drill, olements of military discipline, basic health and stamina train-
ing, and extra-curricular activities. In ths third month of this train-
ing, the truinees will be selected for further training in some special-
ty. This selection will be based on written and oral aptitude tests,
The preferences of the individuals will ve honored within the limits of
the capacity of the individual and the numbers necded in each rating,
The second phase calls for th.:lrtean weeks at ;navy class "A" schools,
learning one of more than one hundred skills, FPhase number three is the
operational phase. i‘t provides for training as the crew of a bn:ttluh:l.p,
a2 carrier, or some other naval vedsel, The final phase consists of a
thirteen week period in ships or naval airoraft carrying out tactical

18
problems, and taking part in combined maneuvers.

17 1Information in regard to the army plans taken from a booklet pre-
pared to supplement \ar Departmont testimony before Congress and
ontitled: "Umiversal Military Training"

18 Vital Speeches of the Day, July 1, 1945 - pages 559-561
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In addition to these training plans, the War Departmeant has made
the following reoomandationglzor the posi-war military establishment;
that the establishment otlmsist of a regular army and navy, a national
gué.rd, and the organized army and navy reserves; that there be an ade-
quate and sensitive military :lnt_elﬁganoe; that there be an efficient
and practical schems for industrial mobliigzationy and that there be an
adeguate program of military ‘rouenrch and development., The universal
peacotime compulsory military training program of the armed services
is therefore only a part of th_o ihole plang but the armed forces con-
pider it to be a very important part, a part that should not be dis-
penaed with,

19 Annals of the American Acadeny:of Folitionl and Social Secience, Sep=-
temher 1945 = page 83




CHAFTER TiO
The Viewpoint of the Chureh

What should the church's viewpoint be in regard to these various
plans of ecompulsory military training? When our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lord of the church, was on trial before Fontius Pilate, the Roman gover-
nor of Palestine; that unjust and unscrupulous judge asked Him, "Art
Thou the King of the J ews?"l The 'l.ns'er Jesus gave to Pilate on this oc-
cezion indicetes what the viewpoint of the church should be, Jesus
snidy "y kingdom is nqt of this world:s if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants f:lg_}}t, that I sho:ld not be delivered to
the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence." Vhen Pilate asked Him
again, "Art Thou a king then?", Jesus answered him, "Thou sayest that I
em & king, To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should.boa.r witness unto the truth, Everyone that is of
‘the truth heareth my voice, "3 The viewpoint of the church should be
based upon the truth, If we ask, like Filate, "What is 'tr'u":lr!“‘:I Jesus
also has an answer for this question, For He tells us; "If ye continue
in my word, ‘then are ye my .d:lao:lples indeed; and ie shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free. v risg etk upon which the church
should base its viewpoint is therefore, fho word of God., This word of
God is recorded in the Bible, of which we are told that it is all given

by inspiration of Gody and that it is "profitable for doctrine, for ge-

1l John 18,33 2 John 18,36
3 John 18,37 ; 4 John 18,38
5 John 8,31432
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proof, for correction, for instruection in rightedusness, that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works, "6

Basing its viewpoint on thegeriptures, the church finds it has no
right to govern or rule the people of the world, It has no authority to
nake laws, to collect taxes, to wage wars, or to carry out any of the
other functions of earthly rulers, Jesus pointed this out when He told
Hie diéu:l.plem "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and un-
to God the things that are God's, “7 He also called attention to this
when He told Peter to sheathe his sword at the gate 'of the Garden of
Gethoemane when Judas; the traitory an:oarod.s He likewisgse indicated it
whon He pointed out that not "lordship" but "service" should spell
greatness among His d:l.seiplu.?. He clearly taught it when He told Pilate
that [lis kingdom is not of this world, The real business of the church
is clearly described in these words of Jewss: "Go ye therefore, and teach
(make disciples of) all nations, baptising them in the name of the Fa-
thery; and of the Son; and of the Holy Ghosts teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded yau."lo Thus the business of the church
is to teasch, not to rule., It is an educational agency, a disciple-making
organization, Tt has authority only over its disciples; and it rules
them, not by forco'; but by the teachings of God's word,

The govermment is a ruling ageney. ITts duty is to govern all those
who are placed within its borders by God. Tt has the right to.use the

6 II Timothy 8,16217 7 Matthew 22,21
8 John 18,11 ; 9 Luke 23,24-26
10 latthew 28,19220
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sword, the power of punislment, the authority to inflict the death pen-
alty. Tt has the r‘:lgh't to eollect tribute or taxes; for God has arrang-
ed it that the government should support itself in this w.lll’t has the
right to make laws or ordinances, and to _onforu thenm, 1211; has the
right to control the earthly n?.ttm which concera its subjects or citi-
zens, to control the relations between the individual and society, as
long 28 its laws and regulations do not conflict with those which God
has mede, Tt can forbid some of the thi pngs which God has not forbid-
den; but it cannot allow what God has nqo } ellowed, If there is a con-
fliot between what the government says and what God says, the belisver
must, of aourse, obey God.la

So secripture points out that the govermment has its funotion and
work, and church has its function and work; and that their funetion and
worlk are not one and the samej but that they are separate and distinet,
The church should not attempt to do the work of the goverznment; and the
gbvernment sho_nld not attempt to do the work of the church,

Now where does compulsory military trai_ning fit in? Is it a func-
tion of the govermment or a function of the church? Since it is con-
nected with the sword, with waging ‘war, it is clearly not a fumction of
the church, It is solely and alone a function of the government, as
Jesus pointed out when He told Pilate: "If my kingdom were of this world
then would my servants fight, that I should mot be delivered to the Jews;

. 14
but now is my kingdom not from thence."

L

11l Romans _13.1-7[' T Pe.ter‘z.mli
13 Acts 5,29 ‘ 14 John 18,36
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So it is not up to the church to plan military training, It is not
the business of the church to make plans for the military education of
the citizens of our country,; and to insist that they be adopted, It is
not even the business of the church to suggest plans for the military
treining of the youth of our country. Nor is it up to the church to de=-
cide whether our country should have gompulsory military training in
peacetime or in wartime, These are political matters, They are the
concern of the government., They camnot be classed under the spiritual
matters which are the concern of the church, The government should make
its military plans without pressure from the church, It should decide
whether military tz;ai.n:lng should be compulsory or not,

Only when the military program planned and administered by the
government adversely affects the.'ork of the church or its members does
the church have a right to object. For instance, if a plan of compul-
sory military training were adopted which interfered with the eduecation
of the pastors or teachers of the ghurch in such a way that a real hard-
ship wq_uld result to the church, the church could protest to the govern-
ment and ask that the plan be modified to remove the objestion, If the
government refused to modify the plan, the church would have to make the
best of it. The church could not refuse to cooperate unless the gov-
ermment asked its members to do something whi _ch God has forbidden, If
the government did that, the church wq uld be forced to obey God rather
than human beings,.

Has God forbidden compulsory military training? Some pacifist
churches claim He has, They loock upon war as "mass murder”, They claim

AR
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all vars ere wrong, and all partieipation in war (which naturally in-
cludes all preparation for war) is a sin, Can the church cbject to com-
pulsory military training,; or for that matter, any military training, on
such grounds? Serip‘bu:.-o angwers this question for us when it points out
that every soul(every person) shq_uld be subject to the higher (superior)
pov:era.ls'l‘he Bible tells us that every govermment is ordained of God.ls
that only those goveruments can exist which Cod, according to His pur-
poses, allows to exist, Anyone who resists the government (except when
it commands disobedience to God), resists an ordinance, or law, of Godj
for Cod has commanded obedience to the govermment in everything in which
the govermment is placed over ul.ls'l'ha penalty of disobedience to our
established government is damat:lon.ROne of the things in which the
government has the right to command 1ts oitizens is in waging war, For
the word of God tells us that the govermment does not bear the sword in
vain;le'{nd the "sword" ies the power over life and death., The government
hes this power over its own citiszens, Tt also has this power over any
who threaten its existence. It has the authority from God to use the
sword to protect its rights and the rights of its eitizens against all
evil-doers. In protesting its rights and the rights of its sitizens,
the government has the authority to.ecall upon any or all of its oitizens
for their help. If this help includes fighting in a war (or training to

fight in a war), it is the duty of citizens to obey their govermment,

15 Romans 13,1 16, Romans 13,2
17 Romans 13,4
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They should be willing to wound, or even kill, the onemy at the command
of their govermment, If the government . feels there is danger of a war,
it has the right to maintain a standing army, It has the right to call
upon all of its citizens to itrain and to serve in its army, navy, or any
other type of armed forses,

Christians who are citiszens of a couniry are in duly bound to answer
theiir country's call when it requires them to serve in its armed forces,
As individuale, Christians have no right to use the sword, Their Lord
has tcld them not to.kill, or oven to hurt or harm their neighbor in any
way. Thoey have been taught to turan the left chesk to those who smite
thena on the right. lgf anyone sues them at law and takes away their
coaty thoy should let him have théir cloak mo.mThey have been caution-
od not to avenge themselves, but rather to give place io mth.lg'rhey
should love their enemies, and bless those who curse them, zoBut when
Christians use the swor;.l in war, when they take the lives of their
country's enemios, they are not acting as individuals, They are acting
as representatives of their govermment which has the right from God Him=-
psolf to be a revenger to execute wrath upon evil-doers,

The only time a Christian has the right to refuse his couniry's call
to serve in its armed forces is when he knows that his countiry is not
executing wrath upon evil-doers, If he is sure his couniry is waging

an unjust war, he must, of aourse, refuse to serve, Whether a war is

18 Matthew 5,89 *° = * .19 Romans 12,9
20 Matthew 5,44 = . ed plis
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just or unjust is generally very hard to establish, however. Lodern
international relations are very complex. There are numerous conditions
and factors to be known and understood, In wartime especially there is
s0 much propaganda issued it is herd to decide what is faoct and what is
fiction, Under such conditions, if a Christiaan does not know, or is in
doubt, he ig in duty bound to obey his governuent and support its war
effort, Only if he is absolutely sure that the war waged by his govern=-
nent is beyond question an unjust war does he hade the right to refuse
his government's call to arms.

Because of these teachings of soripture, the church does not have
the right to objeect to compulsory military training because it is a pre-
paration for war. The church could only object if a plan of compulsory
military training were adopted which would render impossible its soul-~
saving and soul-keeping work, or would even seriously hinder it, Then
the church could and should objesct, and should bring its objections be-
fore the proper authorities.

This does not mean that church members should not discuss the pro-
posed plans for compulsory military training, It does not mean they
"should all be neutral and spcak neither for nor against the .system or
any of the plans which have been suggested, Church members can be, and
generally are, citizens of the country in which they live, In our nation
they have ﬁ. voice in the govermment, As citizens, they have a right to
speak for or against compulsery military training, They have a right to
make attempits to persuade others to their way of thinking, They have a
right to oriticize the proposed plaus, to make suggestions, and to sub-
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nit changes which they feel would improve the plans now before the
publiec, But they should do all this as citizens of the country, and
not as church memberss for sﬁch things are in the realm of the poli-
tical, not in the realm of the spikitual. |




CHAFTER THREE
The Relation between Gompulsory Military Training and the Church

A:I:I-.hough the chursh, as suoﬁ. should not dictate to the state what
plans of military training should be adopted, whether any plans should be
adopted or not, or when action shc;uld be taken, the church is bound to be
profoundly affected by any plans of compulsory military teaining which
become the law of the land, For; although the churech can and should es-
cape being of the world, it eanﬁot escape being in the térld. Since it
is inevitaﬁly in the world, it is a.ffeci;ed by what goes on in the world.,
Some things affect the church but litile, Others affect it a great
deal,

No matter whi_gh plan ;:t compulsory military training is adopted,
both the professional and lay-mambe:;a of the church will be affected to
some extent, If the policy of no occupational exemptions is followed,
both theolog:lc’a.l and pedogogical students will be subject to a year of
militery training. This will affect the educat:l.é;n of our pastors and
teachers. If the p].a.n. of the army and navy is followed, they will be
under strictly n:l.l:l.tu.ry control for a year, If the Legion plan is fol-
lowed, they will be under military Ga_ntrol Tor at least Teur MEGthEs
For ‘the remain:lng_ eight months it may be possible to arrangs for R.O.T'.G.,
HoRe0eToCoy OF A.B..O.T.c. training in o ur church golleges, so that they
nay eont:l.nuo the:l.r educatiou with the laut possible interruption. If
the basie training o:l our ministerial and educational students ean be
arranged for the -umer months, as tho Legion plan proposed, one uhool

yaa.r 'onld nead to be lhortanm! only by one month, Then the education
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of our gtudents who intend to do professional work in the church would
be able to continue with but little interference, Vhether the contacts
the students will be subjected to during their four months of basis
training under the Legion plan will be an asset or a liability is a de-
batalilée question, The answer to this question dependa to a great ex-
tent upon factors which will vary greatly in the case of the individual,
Tt will also depend to a great extent on the type of military instruc-
tors who give the basie training, the mq_ral ccnditions on the post
where the training is given, and in the neighboring communities, and
the religious opportunities which are offered, together with the ar-
rangeneats which are nndo. to make use of those opportunities., It will
likewise depend‘lto some extent on what the church will do to prepare
its studeats for their period of military training,

The lay youths of the church will also be affected by compulsory
military training under any plan whi_sh is offered., ifany who would
otherwise bo to a great extent under the influence of a Ghristian fam-
ily and congregati_pn will be removed from that influence and placed in
an environment in wiz:leh they must have unusually close contact with un-
religious peopls, and even sque who are violently opposed to religion,
This experience will come at a time &n their lives when many of them
will be far from any safe (iogru of religious mtu.r:lty. and when they
will be especially susceptible to the evil influences of the world and
their own sinful flesgh, not to mention the devil, who certainly will
not miss this oppertunity. In a spiritual sense, many young men of our
" church will be throwa into the ocean of the world, and told to sink or
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or swim, at a time when they have not yet learned to swim very well,
Some may learn to become strong a':lmmérs; and some will undoubtedly
sink unless effective measures are taken by the church to keep them a-
float.

According to the army and navy plans, time will be left free for
atiendance at religious services, RoPresen'Eat:lves of all the larger
church bodies will be members of the chaplains' corps, and will minig=
ter to the needs of their various denominations as much and 2s often
as possible, However, there will continue to be all sorts of hin-
drances and difficulties in providing re];i.ginus services and making it
poseible for the individuvals to attend them regularly. Thers will be
all kinds of obstasles to the private devotional exereises of the in-
dividual., Unless a different plan is followed than the one which ob-
talaned during thi_g past war, many of our men will be without the re-
ligious ministrations of our church during at least a part of their
training peried.

If the Legion plan is adopted, however, employing every possible .
hour, with a minimum of time off, the religious needs of our men may
suffer even a greater neglect, although for a shorter period. Eut even
four months might be di_la.ltorou! to the spiritual health of the youth
of our church, if no time were allowed for al least a weekly religious
gervice during that period, If time is allowed for religious services
under the Legion plan, it may be hard for our church to supply all the
training centers with the necessary spiritual care.

If the program of compulsory military training is instituted in our
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country, no matter which plan is adopted, the church will be confront-
ed with certain problems, It will have to decide what religious minig-
trations, if any, should be provided for the trainees who would normal-
ly be tzken care of by their own congregations and pastors, but who will
then be in the various training centers for whatever periocds of irain-
ing have been decided upon, The church will have to decide whether it
will provide religious care for its trainees, or abandon them for peri-
ods ranging from four months to one yearito the military or eivilian
educational agency which is 'Iit,s'trl.:l.n_ thm.‘ The church will be faced
with the necessity of making a careful study of the training program
which ig finelly adopted, It must decide whether or not to furnish the
maximum universal religious instruction, care, and impoovement possible,
It must decide whether or not it will furnish ministers who will eitier
serve in the various camps as chaplains or in nearby coumuniilss as ser-
vice pastors. It must try to find out whother or not there will he op-
portunities for mission work among the unchurcihed under ithe compulsory
military training program. It must decide what to do about such oppor-

tunities.




CHAFTER FOUR
Arguments For and Against Compulsory Military Training

It is by no means sure that a program of compulsory military train-
ing will be in operation in our country in the near future, ithile there
are many who argue for it, there are aiso many who argue against it, It
will be helpful to conslider some of these argumeﬁta for and against the ;
plans which have been proposed.

%hen the subject of compulsory military peacetime training was first
brought up in the last part of World Viar II, there was quite a bit of
gentiment that the matter should immediately be brought to a vote, There
was also an attidude of "wait and .seo"; and "let us not rush into this
thing blindly", It seems this last attitude has prevailed up to this
time; for as yet no definite action has been taken in regard to peace~
time military tralning, ;rhe latest action of Congrees has been an ex-
tension of the present selective service act, Congress evidently was
not ready to vote on the issue of compulsory military training in peace-
time, ,lieanwhile, the argument, although much less violent than it was
in the last half of 1945, is still going on. _

Already in June 1945, the opinions on the issus of the peacetime
draft appeared well orystalized; and tliere seems to have been little
change singe that time, At that time, the attitudes of the gemeral
public differed widely from those of the leaders of ihe nation's schools
and colleges, - American youth was less enthusiastic, but agreed rather
with its parents than with its teachers., The public was in a "mood to
buiid a world of international somity", But the public wanted "the gun
rather loose in the holster" while it was doing the work required in the
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building. There was a majority approval of participation in an inter-
national political organigation. A potential force to make our partici-
pation ei‘fecti"iaa also approved by the majority.

Aceording to the Gallup Poll, the question: "After ihe war is over,
do you think every able~bodied young man should be required to serve one
year in the Army or lNavy?", received the following answers;

In July 1943, Yes (66f), No (277), MNo Opimion ( 77)

In November 1943, Yes (637%), No (29%), No Opinion ( 8%)

In September 1944, Yes (635), Ho (237%), No Opinion (14

In Decomber 1944, Yeés (70%), Mo (25%), No Opinion ( 5%

In Viay 1945, Yes (707%), No (247), Noc Gpinion ( &)

Almost half said legislation should not be passed uniil after the warg
but an equally large group wanted immediate action, In regsrd to the
question: "Do you think every able-bodied young man 20 years old should
be made to serve in the Army or Novy for one year?", the following an-
swers wors receiveds

In December 1938:; Yes (370, -No (63%).

In October 1939: Yes (39%), No (61%)

In June 1940: Yeés (507), No (507%)

In July 1240; Yes (677), No (33%)

In August 1940s Yes (667), MNo (347)

The Hational Opinion Research Center asked the question: "Would you
be in favor, or would you be against a law that would require boys to take
a year's nmilitary training after the war when they became 18 years old2",

and received these answerss

In 1944, 797 were in favor; 177 were against itj; and 4% had no opinion
In 1945, 72 were in favorj 207 were against it; and 8% had no opinion

1 Annals of the American Academy of'Poli.i-;:lea]. and Social Science, Sep~
tember 1945 - page 87 . ) ,
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In regard to posaible international repercussions of the peacetime drfft,
in 1944, 7 out of 10 thought that if the United States should have the
draft, others would follow suit., But they could foresee no serious con-
sequences, 8 out of 10 felt that even if this did happen; it would not
lead to future wars, ' The poll showed that people who wanted compulsory
military training 1§ peacetime were more favorably inclined toward Unit-
ed States participation in X a world organiszation than those who op-
posed the compulsory training, 8 in 10 of those who favored compulsory
military training considered Fresident Rooseveli's pre-Pearl Harber
policies correctj while only 6 in 10 of those who opposed compulsory
military training felt that way about our late president's policies,

In July' 1944, the following public reaction was reported by a
¥ortune Survey. l/hen they were asked the question: "After the war, do
you think the United States should draft all young men for a certain
amount of army training du:::l.ng peacetime?”, 69.1% answered yes; 21,1%
enswered noy 9,87 had no opinion, To the questions "After the war, do
you fhink the United States should draft all young men for a certain
amount of training during peacetime, or should we go back to the regular
ermy system of taking volunteers only?”, 61,45 were in favor of a draft;
29,47 were in favor of ‘vollu:tedou;. and 9,37 had no opinion, 46,9
thought one year wus the proper length fo_r the training period., 16,7%
thought it should last for two years. The remaining groups voted for
periods renging from six months to two years, 447 thought the trainees
should be 18 years old,  30% thought they should be under 18, 177 were
oi‘- the opinion they should be older than 18, 74 had no opiniom. Vhen

4—E
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the guestion was asked; "After the war, do you think the United 3tates
should have an army large enough for the couaniry's needs by 'I;a.kir‘:g
volunteers only?", 42,0% answered yes; 42.37 answered noj and 15,7%
ventured no opinion, In March 1939, 75% opposed the suggestion that
every adult should spend at least two years in the army. In lay 1940,
537% voted for compulsory military training for mem in the 18 to 20 age
group, In September 1942, 69% agreed to the general principle that
every man should have some military training cven in peacetime,

According to a Gallup Poll in February 1945, 50% of those question-
ed wanted a peacetime United States army of at least 500,000, Accord-
ing to the Fortune Survey of June 1945, 80% of those questioned
thought the United s'l_:ntaa should have a larger armed force after the
war than Britsin, Russia, China, or France,

In the fall of 1944, the Institute of Student Opinion asked both
male and fa.v_nalo high school gtudents; "Are you in favor of oae year's
compulsory tminiﬂg for 17 to 23 year old boys after the war?" Of the
boys quesiioned, 58,57 answered yes; 30.5% answered noj and 11% had no
opinion. 0f the girls questioned, 38,57 answered yes; 44,5% answered
no; 17.0% had no opinion, So the total for the high school students in
this poll wass 48,5{ - yesy 37.5% = no; and 14.0% - no opinion, To the
question: "Are you in favor of one year's compulsory service not neces-
sarily military for 17 to 23 year old boys after the war?", the boys
answered yes (46.5%), no (41.0%), no opiniocn (12,5%)., The girls answer-
od yes (45,5%)s no (38,5%), and no opinion (16,0%). 4 survey conduct-
ed among the students of Denver University revealed that 54 approved
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one yenr of compulsory peacetime military training., The majority of the
men studenis opposed the plan, . The majority of the women students ap-
proved it., One half of tne students werc against considering legislation
on ihe matter before the end of the war,

According to a study conducted by the Divisica of the National Edu-
dntlonal Asgociation devoted to research which quizzed the superinien-
dents of school in:communities over 2,500, the president or secretary
of each unit of the associetion, and a random sample of high school
principals, and received 3,800 out of the 7,700 gquestionnaires sent out,
there was much oprposition to the idea of compulsory miﬁtary training
in poncetime umong the educators of our country. To the questions “As-
guzning that a deeision is to be made now, and that your opip.‘l.on will in-
fluence Congress, do you favor a full year of compulsory militery train-
ing for all able-bodied young men, the training to be given ia military
camps under the exclusive direction of the regular military agenciess:
Army, Navy, etc.?"s the following answers were given. 37% of the super-
intendents answered yes. 637 answered no. 327 of the principals answer-
ed yes, 68j% answered no, ‘407 of the teachors answered yes. 64} anawer-
ed no. MNo provision was made for "nn opinion" answers. 68/ of those who
returaed the questionnaires were against immediate consideration of the
question of pencetime military itralning.; 8 out of 10 were, however, not
ageinst all forms of oompulsory peucetime military training. 507 favor-
ed a combined plam: military training plus something else; but the sug-
gestions for the "-I'_bhi_.ng _o.lu"', whenv th_ay_ were specific, varied

greatly. Host educaiors wanted the schools and colleges to have a hand
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in the training progrem.

A poll of e:perts?(dompoud of prominent educators) set up by the
American Iagazine, whose findirgs were reported in the June 1945 '.lnuof
reported that 167 considered compulsory military training goods 58%
considered it harmfuljy and 256f were doubtful.

Thoase who were 1n favor of the program called attention to the
value of being trained if called upon to fight, They mentioned the
bonefits of physical fitness which would result from the program, the
betier food, the improved eating habits, the regular exercise, the
regularity of sleep, the medical attention provided, They did think,
however, that there were better ways to improve health, Some suggested
a general health improvement program in the nation beginaning at earli-
est c¢hildhood, for all the nation's children. A defect of the military
program is that itubeginn 150 late and leaves out those who need help
the most, The benefits of army discipliine were mentiocned, also the good
effects army training would have upon the citizenship of our youth,

Our young people would learn obedience, teamwork, cooperation, tolerance,
and a apirit of service to:our country, They directed aiteation to the
mental growth and the physical developuent that would result from the
program, Uany would learn useful skills. They would get the benefit

of broandening eourses of instruction. There would be opportunities for
wide trovel, The agsosiation with 'all sorts of peo_ple would be valu-

2 '.l‘i.:e American Magazine, June 1945 - pages 94 and 95
8 The American Wagizine, June 1945 - page 34 ff,

111 0171 i




- 48 =
able in teaching '.to:l.orn.n« and understanding of others, A life of hard
work would strengthen their character and improve their mental level,
¥ost of the experts preferred other methods of training, however, They
suggested improved and expanded work in the sehools, the strengthening
of home and church influence, and national and community training under
eivilian, rather then military, control,-

The experts who were ageinst peacetime ecompulsory military train-
ing cbjeoted ‘thet it would take a valuable year out of life, that it
would keep the youth from continuing thelr education, that it would de-
lay their eareer, prevent marriage; or at least preparation for marri-
age, and uproot the young men from their home and their commnity at an
important atage of the:l:r growth, ' They complained about the undemocrat-
i¢ influence of the military way of life, the authoritarian kind of o=
bedience, the narrow discipline which would run counter to individual
initfative and the self-discipline of democratic citizenship. They
c¢laimed the young men'would become accustomed to regimentation, that:
military views would be indosctrinated in their minds,’ that they would
learn to rely on force to achieve their goals instead of on dmo.ntie
discussion and voluntary agresment. They feared the growth and devel-
opment of a military caste whi_sh would acquire too much presiige and
power., They said the program would have bad effects on gharacter; that
it would result in personal problems, that too close contact would re-
sult in inability to get along with others, that a poor n-tt:l.tudo toward
work would be developed, that feelings of resemtment and trnstrati_m
would be encouraged, that meantal and emotional problems would increase
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under the strain of military life., They thought the youths would re-
sent the sem:l.r%.y unneceasary interference with their plans and freedom,
that they would rebel against the dull routine and apparent futility of
military life, They claimed habits of slackness would be encouraged by
the numerous regulations and the abundant red t_ape which characterize
military life., They dreaded the effect of tho army 1life on the morals
of the young men, removed from their home enviromment, de-personalized,
living under the conditions of barracks life and discipline, exposed to
the tcmptations of sex, drinking, and gambling,

In addition to the poll of educators chosen by the American laga-

-zina. iddividual educators have expressed themselves for and against

compulsory military training in peacetime, Among those who approve of
such training is William E.F., Russell, Dean of the Tezchers' College,
dolumbisa University. He lta.'bo:tha'b the program should be adopted be-
cauge it was the considered recommendation of military leaders whose
business it is to plan natigonal defense, and because there would perhaps
be no "breathing spell" in which to get ready the next time., He noted
that the program could easily be abolished should it prove unnecessary,
He cautioned that pressure should be beought upon the army and navy so
to administer their training that publiec support will continue. He sug-
gested that the training consume only the necessary time, that thers be
no boondoggling. He wanited no organized erime or vice near military in-

stallations, He demanded proper provision for health and welfars, an

4 Parents' Magazine, Ostober 1945 - page 20 f£f,
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adequate educational program, ‘and a new t_ype officer to replace the
martinet type so often associated with peacetime military leadership,

& group of fourteen. odueutorasvho favor gompulsory military train-
ing siated that they were in favor of an adequate national defense pro-
gram, and, incidental to this program, a plan of compulsory military
traluing which should be thought through while we are conscious of the
realities of war, not when we'are lulled by a falso sense qf security,
They 3aid they would rather have a democratis plan of military training
than a large professional army.
. Ray. Fa l-!eyers,“h:lgh school principal of G'ouncii Bluffa, Imf 'a
in favor of compulsory military training effectuated through k,0.7.C.
units iu high acheols. ‘lie wanted physiecal education with a purpose,

A.G, Kellor, emeritus professor of the science of society at Yale
university, elaimad7that military training i1 the United States is not
as narrow and harsh as some say, Answering the objecticn thet Viest
Point bresks spirits, he contended that it builds and strengthens bedy,
mind, and ‘ehameter; and West Foint men make good military instrustors,
He e2lled attention to the terribldie object lessons of two world wars ,
end that both privileged and unprivileged individuals will be better off
under the conpulsory military training system. He claimed that being
"toughened” in mental and moral fibre by military training is not syn-
onymous with being "Brutalized", ms some argue, He was of the opimfion

5 ©Scholastie Spezker and Debater, October 15, 1945 - page 4 f£f,
6 The Rotarian, Jamuary 1945 - page 256
7 The Seiemtific Monthly, August 1945 - pages 85-89
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that much modera school education could be spared without shattering
loss, four years could be taught in three, a year could be saved any-
where along the line teo make up for the year devoted to military train-
ing, He contended that military education would supply the lack of dis-
cipline and duty education in civilian edkocational systems, and that the
militery training would be laboratory training in democracy.

WeCy 1OGinnis, superintendent of schools, Perth Amboy, New Jersey,
@nswered the question, "Should the schools back military training?”, in
the afﬁmt:lvo.a He argued that the United States sows seeds of war in
fields of military unpreparedness, that. educat_ion, though important,
could not substitute for preparedness, that sémpulsory military train-
ing is nocessary to safeguard the welfare of the nation; that Eurcpean
militarism is no.paredlel to our traiuing'plans, and, the program being
not primarily a health and physical education program, all arguments
that a health program could be better earried out -by other agencies ars

not.velid,

lary Earhart, assistani professor of politiscal science at North-
9

western University, adds the following argumenis in favor of scompulsory
military trainings We need a military force to do our part in keeping
the psace.: A eitizen army, being more democratic, is preferabls to a
large standing army, Mlilitary weakness invites aggression. The system
of compulsory military training has been advised by all top-ranking mili-
tary experts,

8 The Journal of Education, Jamuary 1946 - pages 10-12

9 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Sep-
tember 1945 - pages 46-57
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Willard WValler, associate professor of sociology at Barmard Col-
lege, Columbia University, Ita.todlghat there was little to go on to
evaluate the probable effectiveness ok soci_al results of universal
military training, that there was no American experience, and that it
was hard to discover what Eurcopean experience teaches, He Relieved the
only thing a person could do to reach a conclusion was to weigh and
balance against each other a number of uncertain possibilities and
probebilities, He made an analysis of these, answeridng such gquestions
Ass Vhat is the prospeet of future wars? Will the United States be in-
‘volved? Will comsoription increase or decrease the probability of war?
Will it $¥end to produce war? Will it prevent war? What is the help-
fulnese of the program as a measure of preparedness? What are the
social costs? What are the incidental benefits? VWhat other measures
are necded to assure adequate preparedness? Is military preparedness
enough for security? The result of _h:l.s analysis was that he would vote
for it in spite of the great costs and hasards, but that he believed
the military program would have to be supplemsnted by broad social pro-
grams to be securs, that some fo_rm of preparedness was needed, that
conscription was the necessary first step, and that the best course
would be to adopt the training and attempt to cut the costs and aveid

the hanirds; 1
Hajo Holborn, professor of history at Yale University, cited the

; : o
10 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science,
September 1945 - pages 95-101

11 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Sosial Science,
September 1945 - page 123
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experience of France as a proof that peacetime conseription is not in-
compatible with democratic institutions, H_p called attemtion to the
fact that before the third republic, the rulers of France feared to use _
conseription to the full because of the danger to their social order,
He statedlfhlt the political anemia of republican givernment in France
was caused by reactionary forses, and not by peacetime conseription,

He called attention to the fast that Germany was a militaristic state
long bofore it practiced universal conscription. Hence "conscription
does not hinder demosratic dnolom".uﬂo reminded of the treand away
from masses of men ::I.n thi_s war, but that the experiences of the war
did not confirm the predictions that large masses of men were unneces-

14
sary. asses of men are st:ll]. needed, ‘Y& won the war because we could

hurl them at the enemy. He ltatodls'tha.t military nesds could not be
met by volunteers, no matter what Inducements were offered,

The list of educators who opposed compulsory military training is
much longer than the list of those who are in faver of it, lany of them
repeat the arguments of others, We will try to consider the opposing
argunents they have added to those offered by the American Magazine poll
of experts,

12 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Seience,
September 1945 ~ page m ]

13 Aunals of the Amor:lcan Mndony of Political and Scocial Science,
September 1945 - page 125

14 Amnsls of the Amerigan Academy of Politieal and Social Seience,
Spptember 1945 - pago 137 ;

15 Ammals of the mr:lun Academy of Ponti.en.l and Soeial Science,
September 1945 - page 128
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William P, Tolley, changellor of Syracuse University, called atten-
tionlso the secarcity of engineers; chemists, physicists, mathematicians,
dooctors, and dentists, and ¢laimed a year of their education could not
be spared,

Dr. Arthur Holly Compton, deasd of the University of Chicago, re-
nindadlghat the education of scientific students had already been in-
terrupted for a period of several years, and fhn.t further interruption
would be disasterous,

A polllzf 25120 school supérintendents, 1,430 principals, and 250
¢lasaroon toaohorg. made by the Educat_%ional Policies Commission of the
National Educational Association and the Problems and Plans Committee
of the American Council of Educstion, yielded the following additional
arguments aghinst peacetime compulsory military training:s Tt is against
the American military tradition, It means a return to the cyniciem of
the 1920's or an admission that we must continue to live in an armed
camp, and that the hopes of a more peaceful world will not be realized.
It constitutes a federal invasion of education, and threatens a conflict
with state and local autonomy, MNilitary cc-mtrol of the country and to-
talitarian hazards resulting from doetrines inimical to the American way
of life are also possibilities that may be oreated by the program.

,, 18
Telix Morley, president of Haverford College, injected these addi-

16 Parents' Magasine; October 1945 « page 21
17 Parents' llagasine, Suly 1945 - page 17
18 The Saturday Evening Post, March 24, 1945 - page 17
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tional thoughts into the discussion: A universal pescetime military
training system is dangerous to the Quakers, the Memnonites, the Breth-
reny and other more of less pacifist sects. Tt weakens states' rights
and leocal responsibilities of citizens, Yt is a dangervus centraliza-
tion of power in the hands of military leaders,

A group of twelve educators who oppose military training ‘statedlg
that it was in order to continue the program of public education in the
requiremenis of national defense, but people should not be urged to act
under the tensions of war psychology. They said compulsory mildtary
training would show a distrust of the peace. They did not favor even
the control of one year's educat ion by the federal government,

Dr. George F. Zook'. president of the American Council of Eduoa-
tion, mentioned two altornativeuzgs an argument against compulsory mili-
tary training:; 1 An intermational agreecment eliminating compulsory mil-
itary service from the practises and poliecies of all nations, 2 A plan
tc "concentrate upon the fundamental issue of world organization to pre-
sorve peace and security by strenmgthening the existing United Nations
organization",

By a six to one vots, the Association of American Colleges pro-
nounced the president's plan for peacetime sconseription "premature and
projudichl".u They claimed it would adversely affest the work of the
United Nat:l.qnl organization,

19 Scholastic Speaker and Debater, October 15, 1945 - page 4 22,
20 The Cresset, February 1946 - page 7
21 The Christian Century, January 23, 1946 - page 99
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Tully C. Knoles, president of the College of the Pacific at Steek-
ton, Californie, sts.tedz:ha;t to do away with the need of compulsory mil-
itary training, colleges and universities should maintain R,0,T.C units
.:!'or officer material, and camps should be establishéd offering a mini-
mum term of three months of military training any time of the year,

Colonel D.C, Pearson, superintendent of the New Mexico Military
Institute at Roxwell, New Mexico, nddedtho thought that the eomm:h.lory
nmilitary training plan "flavors too much of Nazi regimentation", that it
will keep some from returning to scheol, that it will not prewent future
wars, and that it will add to the taxpayer's burdens,

Thomas H, Hazlehurst, chemistry professor of Lehigh University,
arguedzzhwb if the training is for warfare, it will be cutmoded by ‘the
tine it can be usedy if not for warfare, he camnot see how it can con-
tribute directly to national defense, He claimed a firm habit of sub-
mission to authority sould nq_t be established in one year, making such
a short period of army discipline ineffective. He remarked that army
"getting together" is vastly overrated as a force promoting understand-
ing and cooperation, and the net result of military training to educa-
tion would not be one lost year, but many lost years.

Dwight L, Bolinger of the University of Southern California -h'l::

that soldiers should be the last resort to bring about pease, that the

22 The Rotarian, January 1945 - page 27
23 The Scientific Monthly, October 1945 -. pages 289-202

24 The American Association of University FProfessors' Bulletin,
Spring 1945 - pages 97-102
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next catastrophe may not be another world war, so why go "daft on the
subject of war", that wars shauld be fought where they start, before
they develop; therefore a large striking force is not really necessary.
Having such a striking force is a constant temptation to use it.

Dean VW, Malott, chancellor of the Univergity of Kn.mu.'rotez:hat
there is little to concern us in the way of military threats for sever-
al years, Are ve.afraid of England, Russia, or ourselves?

Viilouy A, Yauch of Ohio University repeated several arguments a-.
gainst compulsory military training which heve already been stated; but
added the thoughtz:ha.t we will show our lack of faith if we come to tho
conference table armed to the teeth,

Halford L, Hoskins, director of the School of Advanced Internation-
al Studies in Vashingbon, D.C.s a.ddod?:ha following arguments, The cost
of militery” training is high from every point of view - time, money, and
sacrifices in our way of life, Moral strenth should be considered as
well as military strength, Compulsq ry military iraining in peacetime
will increase tendencies toward state socialism. The trend toward im-
perialism may be strengthened, There is danger of becoming invelved :I.n
the old and treacherous game of pawer polities, and of -ta_.rt:lng an a.r-
mament race in South America, 5

Rainer Schickele, principal agricultural economist im the United

25 Sohool'and Sosisty, Harch 2,-1946 - page 146
26 The Jouml of Eduut:l.on, January 1946 - page 14

27 Annals of the Amr!.oan Aoadmy of Pol:l.tical and Social Science,
-~ September 1945 - pages 58-66.. ‘
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States Depnrtme;nt 'of Agriculture and lecturer in economics at George
Waahington University, working together with Clenn D, FEverett, econom~
ic writer on the Washington staff of a national news magazine, worked
out = detailed utudyzgf the cost of the compulsory military training
gystom, They estimated the total peacetime armament program, as out-
lined by army and navy, would cost ten billion dollars a year at pre-
sent prices, They coneluded that the huge costs san only be justified
if ihe program can add something to the United States military poten-
tial which is not already cobtained by its industrial capacity and the
proposed regular armed forces, 4

A.J, Brumbaugh, vice=president of the American Council of Educa-
tion, added these arguments to the opposition o compulsory military
tminingazgm.utury education and military health services are not ade-
quate for the nation's needs, The broader phases of vocational train-
ing are beyond the scope of n:l.i:ltary training, Cood democratic citizen~-
ship is not promoted by army eitizenship training; and military discip-
line does not produce discipline for democratic citizenship,

Preparatory school students wt Fhilipps Academy at Andover, ﬁuu—
chugetts, 42% of whom opposed compulsory military training, made these
comments in regard to ’11:8011 is the wrong way to keep peace, Armies

28 Amnals of the American Academy of Political and Social suauco.
September 1945 - mel 102-112

29 Aunals of the American Academy of FPolitical and Social Soime,
September 1945 = pages 114-122

30 Newsweek, Mareh 11, 1946 - page 87
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are outmoded by scientific progress. Statesmon are needed, not fight-
ers. Jt shows a lack o.f. faith in the United lNations., The army would
have an intellectually and morally~-degenerative influence on them. The
arny is not stimulating., Let volunteers do it, Let "George" (mon-col-
lege man) do it, "George" at Andover; the only non-college man gues-
tioned, gaid he would not enlist unless he were out of a Job.

Church leaders, as a rule, have opposed compulsory military train-
ing. Some have done so for pacifist reasons. Others have considered it
unwise for o variety of other reasons. One church leader who does not
oprose the scompulsory military training system is Archbishop Francis J,
Spellman, who made the cobservation several years ago that it is better
toc have a strong military force and not need it, that to need it and not
heve it. '

Among ‘the churchmen who oppose sompulsory militsry training is the
noted Lutheran Hour speaker, Dr, Walter A, Maler, He callada‘:.he proposal
un-imericen, claiming our country is one of the few nations which has
from the begiuning opposed consoripted peacetinme military service. He
stated the proposal has no positive promise of success, that it is over-
expensive, that it would € _pgnd to promote profiteeoring and dishonesty,
that it would bo» demoralizing to the trainees, that it would promcte the
madness of militarism in our gountry, that it would tend to involve us
in international situations, that :l.t_ will fail to give the economic re-
dief some claim _tqr ;I;b._ a.nd that it can easily lead to an unnecessary,
unhealthy, un-Ghristian government control of the conscience,

31 The Walther League -Messenger, Harch 1945 = page 236 ff.
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Harold Case, clergyman of Soranton, Pennsylvania, could ses no
scund reason for compulsory military training when he was asked to ex-
press his opinion some months ago.sane thought it ran counter to the
things America stands for, would not prevent war, and would hlvﬂ. to
be ropoeated in case of war, and that its cost was too great morally and
financially,

The Federation of Churches of Rochester and Viecinity, :'Lfter their
atiention was directed to the seeming lack of realization of the part
of national leaders of the tremendous ohﬁngo that has taken place since
the atom bomb was exploded, resolved to oppose peacetime military con-
seription. A month previously a similar resolution had bsen 'I'.abled.33

The section of World Order of the Federal Council of Churches, in
a report presented om Harc_h Ty 1946.3:1133051;06 that the United States
reprecoentatives in the UNO should immediately seek agreement for the
universal abolition of peacetime sonseription,

Dr. E. Fay Campbell, president of the Counecil of Church Boards of
Education, dechret!aicvarll weeks ago that those who msee the drift to-
ward secularism in our society should oppose conscription. He deplored
putting our 18-year-olds into the hands of unimaginative officers who
think the only way toc take care of a boy's sex life is to hawe enforced

prophylaxis treatment for everybedy returning from a furlough,
82 The Rotarian, January 1948 - page 27

33 Religious News Service, March 18, 1946

34 The Living ‘Church, Warch 24, 1945 - page 20

35 The Lutheran Outlook, February 1946 - page 60
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Dr, Could Wickey, executive secretary of the National _Gou.'ni.asion on
Christian Iigher Education of the Association of American Cclleges, op-
posed compulsory military trainin"gs:g esentially a method of preparing
for war, ae o program pregnant with fear, suspicion, and hatred, and one
we would nc_t want other nations to follow,

According to the last available report?l?the stand of the senators
in regerd to compulsory military training was; 25 for the program, 19
against it, 40 undecided. Washington dispatches of the first of April,
1946 asserted the House '.!iﬂta.lj Affairs Gommittee had declded to post-
pone all action on military training until the next congress.sa One
congrogaman who is against peacetime 'eompulsory eilitary training is
Senator Taft, His stond is reprosonta'l;ive‘ of the opponents of the
training in Congress, He uu.d the program would mean the gsurrender of
individual freedom and the mcceptance of dictation, He reminded us we
had gone to war to abolish a similar military set-up in Germany and Ja-
pan. Heo did not want the youth of the land subjected to goverzament
domiration during their most formative year, To him, military conscrip-
tion was esseantially toﬁil‘ltarian.sg

The military men of our nation are overmhelmingly in favor of Som -
pulsory military training, although even a few of them are opposed to it,

Practically all the high-renking military leadlers support the iraining,

36 The lutheran o&look.‘.rmuy“m - page 32

87 Time, November 5, 1945 °

38 The Christian Century, Apr;.l 3y 1946 - page 421

30 Vital Speeches of the Day, July 1, 1945 - pages 554-557
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General larshall stated that as long as we need weapon_ s, we need men to
handle them, that universal military training is needed to provide the
men, He claimed the atomic bomb and economic power were incomplete sub-
stitutes for more visible forms of power., G(aasral Eisenhower -tated41
that fairness to the country and the fiddividual chances of survival in
war demand intelligent training of the kind suprlied by a compulsory
military training program., Najor George Fielding Eliot looked upon‘:he
program as essential to our responsibilities as a member of the United
Netlona, and as a national insurance policy if that organization faila,
He feared an unready America wq nld find its international influence
goon waning, its policies disregarded, and its proposals ignored.

Admiral William A, Pratt urguodé':-l:hn.t war has twice shown us the
folly of unpreparedness, He branded:the qgit-andniuo trend of thought
as dangerous aand fallaclous. He deplored the necessity of gaining tige
at the expense of bloodshed, He said military strength depends on the

number of trained men who can be organized into an efficient force, hence

the need of a compulsory military training program, Vise-admiral Randall
44

Jacobs, chief of naval personnel, wrote that trained eitizens are needed
in addition to alert seientific research, He warned that the political

40 Newsweek, Ootober 22, 1945 -~ page 43
41 Time, November 5, 1945 - page 21

43 MoCall's Magasine, July 1945 - page 19
43 Wewsweek, MNovember 36, 1945 - page 63

44 Armmals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science,
Boptember 1945 - pages 72-76
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and economic chaog in Europe may s:l.ve- rise to new dangers. New giant
states may be developing. We inspire hatred as wli as friendship; so
we should gitrive 1o inspire respect rather than popularity, Our own
will is {or pemce, law, and wrder; yet 607 of our pecplo exzpect anothor
world wer within fifty years., We should prepare now, Each year of de-
ley means the loes of 850,000 trained men. There is also the yearly de-
crense of veterans of this war, Only compulsory military training can
keer our reservoir full, Ke 'wan of the opinion that peace-lcoving na-
ticne would not complai_n if we take sensible precautions,

Ralph 4, Bard, uader-gsecretary of the navy, aaid4:he universal mil-
itary training 1s necessary for an adequate program of national defense,
He claiumed it will enable us to speak with greater authority in favor of
an international organizeticn to enforee peace, and reassure other peace-
loving nationg that the United statqs will cooperate witk them in outlaw-
ing war, He thought it more demooratfc and fitting to ingure national
socurlty by universal military traﬁ:lng than by a large sianding arny,
He warned that an inadequate armed_.forceé would recult in an appeasement
policy before war, and a costly #efonsive sirategy during the first
phases of a war, He called attention to some valuhble by-products of
the training: improvement of physical health, Ions'ouing of illiteracy,
development of responsible eitizenship and sound character, strengthen-
ing of home discipline a-.nd uelf-oon‘bxfoi, slight interference, if any,
with the education of the 20% who go to college, and stimulation of the

" thinking of the 80% who do not go to college.

45 Vital Speeches of the Day, July 1, 1945 - page 559
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Secretary of War James Forrestal sald that a poll of the service-
men would preponderantly favor universal service because "theybelieve
as I do that tho means to make war should be in the possession of the
netions which hate war." Admirals King, Nimitz, and Halsey agreed with
thig statement, Former Secretary of War Stimson nid‘}:hat universal
training did not have its birth in militarism or avtoeracy. It has al-
noot everywhbre followed the banner of freedom and democracy.

Among the opponents of comppilisory military training is General
Herbert C. Holdridge, chairman of the Veterans League of America. He
wes formerly n West Fointer, and has now retired from active duty,

He auid‘}:hat compulsory military training and large mass armies are as
dangerous as the Haginot Line complex,

Richard Harrison, a retired naval officer, advooated‘ms progran of
compulsory military training for both g_jirls and boys, Hé claimed it
would have a maturing effest simflar to the hardships of frontier days,

E. Jo Kahn, Jr.s, & warrant officer who was a former pacifist,
learned!*;rom his war experience that it is worth a pound of prevention
to prevent an ounce of wvar. FHe el,.:lmd selfishness is one of the prin-
cipal stumbling blocks in the way of a netional aceeptance of compul-
sory military training, He advosated it as a "margin of safety",

A veteran who opposes compulsory Military training gave pen to this

46 Time, November 5, 1945 - page 21

47 The Christian Century, April 17, 1946

48 The Rotarian, January 1945 = pag © 28

49 The:Saturday Evening Fost, May 19, 1945 - page 37
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quotsticn; "We had a right to expect that in return fer our services on
the global front, the home front would give peace a fair trial .... If
it tzkes two to make a war; we are certain that we are ome of them,"

Businegs men of the natlon have also joined in the argument about
compulgsory militery training, The attitudes of some of the proponents,
es sampled by tlhe Rotarian mgazine|513. W. Palmer, book manufacturer
of Kingaport, Tennessee, said the objections tb¥ the plans were more than
offoet by the physical=training, nati_onal security, discipliniry, =and
cducational values, &, Bugane Conklin,; insurance underwriter of Huiche-
insen,; Konoas, felt the training should be adopted for health ressons,
R. Donald Yauch, building material distributor of Unmiontown, Pennsylvan-
iau, stated that his military training had been the outstanding experi-
ence of hig life, and i'lvmJ it for all yx _oung men after high echeol.
Daniel F. Lincoln, funerel direstor of Jamestown, Mew York, believed cn
the basis of his navy experience that military training widens the very
foundetions of demoorady 'through the assoclaticns which are formed with
men of every kind, Samuel L., Shanaman, lumber reteiler of Fhoenixville,
Pennyalvania, bemoaned the folly of unpreparedness; and thought the
period between high school and college would be idcal for the training,
Charles N, Cadwallader, furs manufacturer of Lincoln, Nebraska, was ap-
palled at the health standards of our nation, and favored the program
for health reasq ns. He also mentioned the benefits of discipline un=

der men of exemplary character and high standards of great worth,

50 The Atlantic Honthly, February 1946 - page 54
51 The Rotarian, January 1945 - pages. 26-28
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Harry Hall, newspaper publisher of Dothan, Alnbama, favored the year be-
tween high achool and college for military training, not as a vacation,
but as = period of intensive training and disciplins of a high order to
meke ug more conscious of our responsibilities as citizens in = democracy.

Samples of the attitudes of opponents to compulsory military train-
ing: W.8. Edson, lawyer of Storm Iake, Iowa, claimed thg system brought
Germany conquest and defeat., e called attentioh to the fact that she
was bezten by nations without large standing ermies. Ralph'E. Shannen,
newspapse editor of Washington, Yowa, chiﬁed treining in mili'iary bar-
racks of the rudiments of war was not gocd for the 'emmtry. Howell G,
Fvang, furniture manufacturer of Two Rivers, WVisccnsin, expressed the
opinion that national security comes na_t from a show of fighting strength
but frou the atrengthening of the spirit of a peoples and the will to hold
4o what they consi_gder dear and preclous. Harold =. Howe, YHCA directive
secretary of Lowell, !.!u.sa.chusatt.u, oonsidered the program undemocratis
and feared it would inspire military thinking. He was of the opinion that
better discipline than military discipline could be provided,

A feow additional arguments for and against the various plans are
worthy of our eonsideration., e will consider first some that favor the
plang and some that oppose compulsory military training will be presented
later to coaclude this secti_pn.

Raymond Moley's urgumau!:s:-.thnt the propsed year of training would
not seriously interru civilian careers, and would furnish a pause which
would simplgfy mnd improve colla.go educaticn, since most fyeshmen were

52 Newsweek, November S5, 1945 - page 120
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too immniurs as it was., He thought the boys had better be prepared be-
caugse they would probably be exposed to the dengers of warfare aayway,

Bernard De Voto was auraszwo of our great warsa, and probably all our
small wars (except Indian wars) could have been prevented, or at least
nmnde shorter and less oaﬂ.}; if we had been prepared. He fearsd a resump~
tiou of the policy of militery weekness would eause us to suffer swift and
tetal defeat in the next war. He suggested we establish the besi system
of prepurcdness now and improve it as we go on. He looked upon military
discipline as an experience which encourages self-knowledge and mastery,

Delmar L. Dyreson obaorvsdstha.t replacement in Hr:l.ca and Italy was

by men whe were neither physically mor psychologically irained for mor-

- tal combal, Though not ummindful of the many ills of universal military

training, he foresaw even greater illa if the nation were erusheid by a
militery disastier. As a reserve chaplain before Pearl Harbor, he knew
abcut the struggle to survive. He would not want his scn to be in the
pame circumstances. To hiig mind, the atomis bomb doss not take away the
nesessity of trai_ning. KEe reascned that to be democratic, training must
be universal; to be universal, it must.be compulsery. He claimed the
lack of a competent military force would constitute self-betrayal, -

Henry Steslé Commager, speaking against eompulsory military train-
:lng.siriticiled the military leaders for advancing their plan in a wacuum,

In studying Geueral Marshall's report, he noticed that on the same page

583 Harpers Magaszine, April 1945 - page 410‘
54 The Christian Century, January 2, 1945 = pages 9 and 10
55 The Atlantic Homthly, February 1946 --page 5&
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in which he suggests the next war will he an atomic war, over in a few
deys, he urgos conscriptiion so we can count on an army of four million
in a year, He warned we should not adopt a conscription program so ex-
pengive that it will imperil appropriations for other essentials of se=
curity. We should study the whole matter of national sscurity,.

Hanson W, Baldwin a.varredssco.,nseripl.ion has never stopped war nor
made it less frequent, He observed that "modern wars do not sneask up on
anybody"., He gaw no immedisto need of a compulsory military training
program in any oase si_nce we still have a reserve of vetermns,

The Christian Century Hagazine made the point,sr:ha.t. at the mili-
tary committee hearings, conscription was supported by generals, a.:l-
mirals, "professional patricteers and the voioce cof big businusss" and op-
posed by representatives of orgindzations interested in the maintenznce
of human rights and the building of human character., The magazine quot-
ed Hitler; "We stand for compuisory military a.arviee for every man, . JXI
e state is not worth that, then away with it. Then you pmest not complain
if yocu sre enslaved ..« No one gives you fireedoii save only by your sword?
After the atomic bombs fell, this magazine procla.imads'fha:z: the atomic
bomb had demolished the arguments for a large army-and a program of uni-
versal military training, and that the picture of war had chaaged,

Among his ten reasons to rejest universal military service, -‘rank

59
L. Tiright added thestarguuents to those -already mentioneds - Compulsory

56 Harpers Magazine, April 1945 - page 410

57 The Christian Century, June 27, 1945 ~ page 749
58 The Christian Century, August 9, 1945 - page 973
5¢ The Christian Century, March 7, 1945 - page 299
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military traini_nz has never b'un known to develop moral or spirtual
life. Tt would grant the goverament (t_hrough prejudiced and super-
patriotic officers) arbitrary control of individual thought and con-
scionce, 1t would aggravate racial discrimination. Tt coculd not guar-
antoe national security. Tt would cause both allies and neutrals to
lose confidencs in the United Statoes,

AT, Vorgan distrustedsgho West Point and Annapolis philosophy,
and did not want all America indoctrimated with it, ile claimed the au-
thoritarian and dictatorial temper of Wost Point ruled the army, that
it wns nol just a regime for trniniﬂg military men, but a ocult which
would bring about a medieval coercive indoctrination of young minds,
e objecoted to the character traits developed at West Point and did not
want %o have all Amcrics impregnated with them, He olaimed the exten-
sion of West Point inflience in the training program would menace our
loag=time militery security, that it would foster regimentation and ar-
bitrary subordination to autherity whieh would be deadly to alert creat-
ive inquiry. He called ettention to the army's reactionary policies and
its registance to change and improvement which he glaims are an evideace
of the West Point influence. H-o argued that the obedience of military
discipline is not the kind that lasts, but often leads to greater dis-
obiddience when the pressure is removed.

Alexander John Alexander calth:onscr:Lpﬁ.on the poorest expression

of national strength, avowing that national strength lies also in our

60 The American liersury, February 1946 - pages 159-167
61 The Christian Century, January 2, 1946 - pages 1l and 12
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productive economy, and a vigorous moral sense and devotion to worthy
ideals, He asserted compulsory military training would weaken these,
He declared it would breed stagnation in training and reaistance to
chaugze.

Norman Thomas, five-time defeated soclialist candidate for presi-
dent of the United States, proteatadb':hat compulsory military training
will increase the susploion and fenr of Russia, nnd will be a signal
for an armament race, thus making war more likely.

Such are the main arguments for and againet the compulsory mili-
tary training plans. No one knows what the final decision in this mat-
ter will be, It may be that no netiwwl will be taken until =next year,
There is no doubt,y however, that the oalling months will hear some more
debate on compulsory military training, and that the new Congress will
be forced to take some action. Unless 'éhe present attitude chonges
greatly, there will be 2 pragm of oompulsory‘ military training in-
stituted some time next yoar; perhaps according to the t.eg:lon plan, or
a somewhat similar pm.

62 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science,
September 1945 = page 67




CHAPTER FIVE
Steps the Church Should Take

What stepe should the ehurdh take in regard to compulsory military
training under the present unsettled conditions? If no conpnhory mili-
tary training law of any kind is passed, the church will, of course,
have no steps to take in regard to thi s matter. If, and when, a law
of some kind is passed, the church should be ready to take the proper
steps. The probabilities ﬁrs. that '.I.f a lav is passed, the compulsory
features will be modified by opportunities for a choice of several al-
ternatives after a short basic so.urse of tra.in.:lug. The military fea-
tures will perhaps be modified by combining them with some civilian
training, and by putting the program under civilian control,

The church should watch the tfonds. It should listen to the argu-
ments presented by hoth sides, but should not become too excited about
them, People who. argue are prone to exaggerate, They ll.!.ko to brighten
their pide, and to darken the other side as much as possible, Ve must
realize that neither the mdoption nor the rejection of eompulsory mili-
tary training will :ﬁeqn disaster for the church, We have God's promise
that the gates of hell shall not prevail against :l.t,.l God has also pro-
miged us "that all things 'dl;k together for kod to them that love Ged,
t_o t"f““ who are the called according to His purpose".z So, whatever hap-
pens, the chirch sholllll not give way to despair, But the church should
be wa.teh:ml. It should b. able to uako the 'but of every situation which

develops in this 'orld. xr a phn o! cunpulsory n!.n'tary trn:l.ning is a-

1 Hatthew 16,18 : 2 'Romans 8,28
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dopted, it should be ready to take steps to care for its members who are
affected by the plan, and to make use of any missionary opportunities
created by the operation of the plan.

To leave the watching and the planning to the church as a whole
would be a mistake, It would be a case of "let George do it", with no
"George" to do it, There should be a group or committee which is charg-
ed with the duty of watching developments, and planning and making re-
commendations to the church, It is not necessary to elect ok appoint
such a committee, Ve already have a g_roup of men who have the experi-
ence and the proven ability to take care of this matter for the chureh,
the Army anud Navy Commission of our church which has done sugh good work
duriaog the war, This commission is still active in caring for those of
our members who are still in the armed forees, and those who are reseiv-
ing treatment in the military hupitah. This Iﬂlllllibl_l should be re-
tained and charged with the duty of watching the situation and making
the proper plans and proposals if something develops,

If the army and navy plan of co mpulsory military training is adopt-
ed, it will be necessary for our church to have and to keep chaplaing in
the armed forces., These chaplains should be distributed :I.n_'tho army
postss, naval bases, and air bases where the training will be done. ' They
should take care of the spiritual needs of our members and alsoc do all
the migsion work possible mmong the unchurched., If the Legion plan, or
a similar plan, is adopted, there will probably be more training centers
80 the youths can irai n nearer their homes. That will necessitate more
chaplains, or an arrangement whereby nearby pastors ca;n Serve our members
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in the camps. If students for the ministry and for the teaching pro-
fession in our church are not exempted, special arrangements should be
made to take care of them, They should be assigmed to the ehaplain's
branch for training, and should be trained by the chaplains of our own
church, The commission should try its best to make such arrangements;
for they are very important,

Not only should care be provided for the youths while they ars in
training, they should also receive the proper preparation before they
enter training, This preparation should be given by the individual lo-
cal pastors, The youths should be warned of the dangers of military
life, Their instructors, unless their quality will be greatly improved
under the compulsory training plan, will eoften be un-Christian, or even
anti-chriitian. They will use language which violates the commandments
of God, They will lead immoral lives, They will at times teach things
that do not agree with the teachings of the Bible, as, for example, that
it ie necessary to hate in order to fight, or that certain amounts of
hard drinking and illegitimate sex life are desirable, A certain Briga-
dier General Henry J. Reilly has been gquoted as saying, "Morale is more
important than morals to the soldiers, Leave the morale to the army, .
and to hell with morals, Some peo.ple want to keep the young soldier
from women und liquor, That's what he needs, "3 He is not the only one
who has expressed himself in that wayj; and many have embroidered their
remarks with a mouthful of profanity, The youth of our church should
be taught they can expect to meet such menj and therefore they should

3 The Christian Century, larch 7, 1945 - page 299
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be prepared to resist their infiluence with the word of God and prayer,

YMen of our church should be urged by their local pastoms to look up
a chaplain of our church or the nearest pastor of our church as soon as
they possibly can after reaching a training camp, The local pastor should
be supplied with the necessary information (if that is at all possible);
and he should impart it to his members before they leave for the train-
ing cemp, The youth of our church should also be instructed that they
should only attend communion services conducted by ministers or chap-
lains of our church, They should be encouraged to keep up their Bible
reading and study, their praying, and the practice of their Christian-
ity in their every-day lives. They should be taught to look upon their
period of training not enly as an opportunity to obtain military knowledge
and skill, but also as a missionary opportunity, as an opportunity to do
sone gpiriitual work among their fellow-trainees, as an opportunity, with
the help of the Lord their God, to gather some lively stones to be used
in the building of God's temple.

There will be many temptaibions confronting the yocung men of our
church in the compulsory military training system. They will be tempt-
ed\:@hair own flesh when they will be removed from the restraints of their
home and their local chureh, The world will tempt them to vices and
erimes in communities whi_sh are strange t_o them, The devil himself
will not be idle, We can rest assured that he will make efficliimt use
also of the opportunities prw:l.dd him in the compulsory military train-
ing system, :

Ve cannot hope that all our youth will return from their period of
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training strengthened spiritually and morally. It is inevitable that
some will return to ¢ivilian life weakened morally and spiritually;
and it may be that their moral and spiritual weakness may be greater
then it would be if they had not taken part in compulsory military
training, Ve will not he able to put all the blame for this ugh the
military training program, however, Some of the blame may have to be
put upon the churech for not preparing these youths properly, Some of
the blame may have to be put upu.: the young men themselves because they
did not put their faith into practiwe, T believe that the youth of our
church who are properly prepared for their peridd of training by their
home pastors,who make use of the advice given them, wvho make early con-
tact with the pastors and chaplains of our church near and in their
training camps, and maintain that contact throughout their training
period, and who actually live their faith, will not be hurt by their
period of compulsory mildtary training, They will be an influence for
good to their fellow=trainees, They will resist the temptations which
come to them with the word of God and prayer. They will return to civi-
lian life stromger both morally and spiritually, Their faeith will be
tried and purified, They will be better, more experienced, and more in-
tellizent members of our church who will be more anxious to take an ae-
tive part in the work of our congregat_ions,

Military discipline, if it is sorrecily applied by the right type
of officers, will be a definite aid in building the sharacter of the
youth of our chureh, If we have laid the right foundation in the hearts
of our youth, the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
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Himself being the chief cornerstone, military discipline will be abke
to build up character upon that foundation. MNilitary discipline has
been defined : follows; "M:l]:l.i:ary discipline is '.that mental attitude
and state of trai_ning whi_gh renders obedience and proper eonduct in-
stinctive under all conditions. Tt is founded upon respect for, and
loyalty to, properly constituted authority., Vhile it is developed pri-
meridy by militery aiill, every feature of military life has its effect
on military discipline." Such military discipline develops- order., It
promotes copperation, It calls for cbedience to authority, It encour-
ages precision, Tt teaches mcouracy. It indoctrinates the principle
of sharing u:l:l:l; others, It fosters consideration of dbhers., It in-
sists on honesty, It promotes trust among the men. Tt nourishes loyal-
ty. Tt inculecates truth, It rewards faithfulmess. It develops in-
itiative, Tt is an important fastor in Smproving leadership, It is
based on justice, It instills promptness. It calls for self-control,
It insists on cleanliness, Tt requires neatness, It implants respect,
Tt is concerned about efficiensy. It encourages cheerfulness. It teach-
es courtesy. These certainly are valuable character traits -- valuable
to the individual, and also to the church, If any or all of them are
built up in our ycnfh during their period pf training, the church owes
a vote of thanks to the compulsory military training program, If the
armed forces fail to build them up in our youth, the church should do
its best to do what the armed forces have failed to do, For the church
has resources at hand which no military organization can have -- the law

4 Army Training Regulations 10-5, paragraph 3a
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of God, which, unlike army regulations, is always right and never
wrong, and the gospel of Je;ua Christ which alone can supply the mo-
tive power necessary to build Christian character,

S0 let the church make every effort to get all the good 1t can
out of the compulsory militafy training progruﬁ, when and if it is a-
dopted by our country; and let it make every effort to combat the evils
of the program, We havo the weapons to fig ht against those evils,
They are the same weapons we use to fight against any of the evils of
this wo_rld: the girdle of God's truth, the breastplate of His right-
gousnasg, Lhe u;ndals of the proparation of the gospsl of peace, the
phield of faith, the helmet of salvatlion, and the sword of the spirit,
whieh is the word of God.5 Let. us %aka;unto ocurgelves this whole armor
of Cod, Let us pui it on, Let us use it to withstand in every evil
day. Then our church will be stroﬁg in the Lord, and in the power of
Hig might;sand no matter what happens in this wao_rld of ours, our
ahureh‘a. share of the work of God's kingdom will go- on with all pos-

sible efficieusy and success.

5 Ephesiaus 6, 14-18 6 Ephesiens 6,10
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