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OBJECTIVES

 The aftermath of George Floyd’s death acted as a catalyst for nationwide protests and personal self-reflection on the issues of race and
racism in this country.

METHODS

* Department members generated topics and organized readings or media in an
internal LibGuide.

 The Assistant Director of Research and Education Services at the Greenblatt Library proposed devoting a portion of staff meetings to

discuss issues in social justice and anti-racism * The initial plan was for each department member to present their topic and

readings with planned discussions every other work for a total of 7 discussions.

 The intention of these discussions was to increase individual and group understanding of systemic racism and promote personal Each discussion lasted between 20 to 45 minutes.

development in recognizing personal biases and beliefs that promote racism. . . S _ | |
 Each staff member described their motivation in selecting their topic and led the

* These discussions could benefit the department and library as a whole by addressing how they approach the hiring process and engage subsequent discussion.

with staff and patrons.

RESULTS

The readings and discussions revealed marginalized group perceptions and reality are not necessarily willingly
acknowledged or addressed by the privileged group.

Discussion Topics -

 Each discussion leader brought their own unique personal perspective, relating how the topics did, or did not, affect

White their personal or professional lives and why they felt the topic was important.
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* The topic of food deserts was identified for follow-up action because of the need in the residential area adjacent to the
health sciences campus.

* All resources used in the discussions came from reliable sources including news publications, public radio, and peer-
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CONCLUSIONS

R&ES staff will choose an article or video to discuss as a group every other week

Schedule The 1619 Project (Gail)

Tuesday, June 23™ The 1619 Project

e Participants felt the topics were timely, thought-provoking, and useful in understanding current imbalances in social
equity in health-related and other areas.

Gail: White Fragility
= The 1619 Project is an ongoing initiative from The New York Times Magazine that began in August 2019, the 400th
Ebec New YJork Eimes Magazine

Tuesday, July 7% anniversary of the beginning of American slavery. It aims to reframe the country’s history by placing the consequences of

T he 1619 Project

Darra: The Black American Amputation slavery and the contributions of black Americans at the very center of our national narrative.

Epidemic
The 1619 Project is thought-provoking, and won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for Commentary. However, it has also sparked

Tuesday, July 21st
Jacob: Transracial Adoption

some controversy. There is a lot of material here - at a minimum read the articles with the asterisks.

Tuesday, August 4%
Lachelle: Let's Talk About Food

Tuesday, August 18™
Peter. White Privilege

Tuesday, September 1st
Natalee: Black Trans Lives Matter

Tuesday, September 157
Shafer: Pipeline Institutional Racism from
Childhood to Adulthood

Tuesday, October 13th
Gail: The 1619 Project

* Original piece in the New York Times Magazine in August, 2019: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.htmi

*NY Times Magazine article about why they hosted the 1619 Project with links to other
resources: hitps://iwww.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/12/20/magazine/1619-intro.htm!|

Pulitzer Center site with education and curriculum materials based on the 1619 Project: https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/1619-project-pulitzer-center-
education-programming

* Article in The Atlantic describing criticism from some scholars about the historical accuracy and interpretation of
events: hitps:/Avww.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/12/historians-clash-1619-project/604093/

* Article in Poiitico by historian Leslie Harris stating she fact-checked the information in the 1619 Project and the NY Times ignored
her: hitps:/Avww.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/03/06/1619-project-new-york-times-mistake-122248

National Association of Scholars call for the Pulitzer Board to rescind their 2020 Commentary Prize for the 1619
Project: hitps:/Awvww.nas.org/blogs/article/pulitzer-board-must-revoke-nikole-hannah-jones-prize

09/15/20: Pipeline Institutional Racism from Childhood to Adulthood (Shafer)

Screenshot of the LibGuide used for the discussion posts

 Each department member could identify and share a social justice area of concern. Many of the topics are addressed

in critical librarianship scholarship, and lessons from the discussions could be applied to increased understanding of,
and service to, marginalized users of their library’s community.

Department members have agreed to continue the discussions on an ongoing basis after the initial seven topics.



