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Abstract: Body weight and natality rate in ungulates can be useful indices to nutririon, bur they may also be influenced 
by genetic and climatic factors. Because caribou {Rangifer tarandus granti) are distnbuted as discrete populations ot 
metapopulations (i.e., herds) that are usually reproductively isolated from each other for unknown periods, it is difficult 
to separate the influence of genetics and nutri t ion on body weight, especially where historical data are lacking. To help 
elucidate the influence of nutrit ion on potential variation in body weight and natality of caribou in Alaska, we reviewed 
data for body weight and natality in 5 populations which resulted from Transplants to previously ungrazed ranges, or to 
areas where reindeer and caribou had been absent for many decades. In 2 of 5 populations body weight increased signif
icantly, and l ikely increased in the other 3 populations, but data were insufficient. Natal i ty rate increased in all 5 popu
lations, proportion of fecund yearlings was high and 3 of the 5 newly established herds increased ar about the maximum 
biological potential for the species (X=1.35). In the A d a k transplant, a lactating yearling was documented. These 5 
transplanted populations provide additional evidence that body weight and natality rate in Alaskan caribou are sensi
tive to changes in population density and relatively short-term (i.e., 10 years) increases in grazing pressure independenr 
of climate and genetics. 

K e y w o r d s : natal i ty , Rangifer tarandus grand. 
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Introduction 

Changes i n b o d y w e i g h t and na ta l i ty can be useful 
indices of n u t r i t i o n i n ungulates ( M c E w a n & W o o d , 
1966 ; K l e i n & Strandgaard, 1 9 7 2 ; W h i t e et al. 
1 9 8 1 ; C l u t t o n - B r o c k et al. 1982 ; Peters, 1 9 8 3 ; 
R e i m e r s , 1 9 8 3 ; R e i m e r s et al. 1 9 8 3 ; S k o g l a n d , 
1983 ; 1984 ; B e n i n d e 1988; Crete & H u o t , 1 9 9 3 ; 
G a i l l a r d et al, 1996 ; R e i m e r s , 1997) . H o w e v e r , 
b o d y w e i g h t and nata l i ty can also be in f luenced by 
genet ic and c l i m a t i c factors that m u s t be c o n t r o l l e d 
w h e n c o m p a r i n g disparate p o p u l a t i o n s (c.f. K l e i n , 
1965 ; Røed & W h i t t e n , 1 9 8 6 ; B e n i n d e , 1988) . 
E x p e r i m e n t a l transplants can somet imes p r o v i d e 
such c o n t r o l a n d he lp b io log is t s assess the inf luence 
of g r a z i n g h i s t o r y and p o p u l a t i o n dens i ty on herd 
n u t r i t i o n ( K l e i n , 1968). In th is paper we review 5 
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A l a s k a n c a r i b o u transplants and recent data o n 
changes i n b o d y w e i g h t and nata l i ty i n t ransplanted 
and parent herds, a n d m a k e inferences about the 
i m p o r t a n c e of p o p u l a t i o n density, prev ious g r a z i n g 
pressure, and c l i m a t e o n b o d y w e i g h t a n d na ta l i ty 
i n A l a s k a n c a r i b o u . W e consider the t e r m " h e r d " to 
be s y n o n y m o u s w i t h p o p u l a t i o n or m e t a p o p u l a t i o n 
because o p p o r t u n i t i e s for i n t e r b r e e d i n g occur, but 
are u n c o m m o n , and dispersal seems to occur at very 
l o w levels ( V a l k e n b u r g et al. 1996 ; V a l k e n b u r g , 
1997) . 

Adak Island transplant 
In response to a request f r o m the m i l i t a r y , c a r i b o u 
were t ransplanted f r o m the N e l c h i n a herd ( F i g . 1) 
to p r e v i o u s l y ungrazed A d a k Island i n 1958 and 
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F i g . 1. Location of transplanted and parent herds. 

1959 (Jones, 1966 ; B u r n s & M c K n i g h t , 1973) . 
C a r i b o u were captured as 1- or 2 - d a y - o l d calves a n d 
h e l d i n c a p t i v i t y for 5 to 8 weeks before b e i n g 
released. F o l l o w i n g release, calves f r o m b o t h trans
plants were bot t le fed u n t i l 6 A u g u s t and t h e n left 
to fend for themselves. T h e A d a k t ransplant was 
u n i q u e because car ibou were r e m o v e d f r o m the par 
ent herd as n e w b o r n calves, and thus had no o p p o r 
t u n i t y to acquire parasi t ic oes tr id larvae (Hypoderma 
tarandi a n d Cephenemyia trompe). 

D a t a o n b o d y w e i g h t a n d n u t r i t i o n of t ransplant 
ed c a r i b o u are scant, b u t i t appears that b o d y 
w e i g h t a n d nata l i ty increased (Table 1). O n A d a k , 
m e a n w e i g h t of 5 " a d u l t " b u l l s taken i n A u g u s t 
1 9 6 4 - 1 9 6 8 was p r o b a b l y h i g h e r t h a n i n the parent 
N e l c h i n a h e r d , but S k o o g (1968) presented no es t i 
mate of variance, and a s tat is t ica l test was not poss i 
ble (Table 1). H o w e v e r , most ( compared w i t h 1 3 % i n 
the parent herd) y e a r l i n g females were p r e g n a n t o n 
A d a k , and a l a c t a t i n g y e a r l i n g ( i n d i c a t i n g the a n i 
m a l conce ived as a calf) was k i l l e d i n a u t u m n 1 9 6 6 
( G l e n n , 1967) . In a d d i t i o n to increased p r o d u c t i o n 
i n y o u n g females, the A d a k herd also e x h i b i t e d 
m a x i m a l p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h (Table 1). 

Kenai Peninsula transplants 
T h e first K e n a i P e n i n s u l a transplants took place i n 
1965 and 1966 , and the c a r i b o u were aga in taken 
f r o m the N e l c h i n a herd . Release sites on the K e n a i 
P e n i n s u l a had received no g r a z i n g by reindeer or 

c a r i b o u since about 1 9 0 0 (Davis 
& F r a n z m a n n , 1979) . A t the 
t i m e o f the transplants the 
N e l c h i n a herd was at the b e g i n 
n i n g of a p o p u l a t i o n dec l ine f o l 
l o w i n g a peak of about 70 0 0 0 
i n the early 1960s , a n d reduced 
n u t r i t i o n was p r o b a b l y af fect ing 
b o d y w e i g h t (Eberhardt & 
P i t c h e r , 1992) . T h e K e n a i 
M o u n t a i n s herd formed f r o m 
c a r i b o u released i n 1965 
(Spraker, 1992) . M o s t c a r i b o u 
f r o m the 1 9 6 6 t ransplant m o v e d 
southwest and formed the K e n a i 
L o w l a n d s h e r d , b u t some also 
w e n t northeast and j o i n e d the 
K e n a i M o u n t a i n s herd (Spraker, 
1992) ( F i g . 1). A l t h o u g h there 
are no data o n b o d y w e i g h t or 
relat ive n u t r i t i o n a l status i n the 
years i m m e d i a t e l y following the 

t ransplant , a b u l l i m m o b i l i z e d and measured i n the 
early 1980s f r o m the K e n a i L o w l a n d s herd had 
antlers u n o f f i c i a l l y scor ing 4 7 6 2/8 B o o n e and 
C r o c k e t t po in ts , m o r e t h a n any other c a r i b o u i n the 
B o o n e and C r o c k e t t records (Boone & C r o c k e t t 
C l u b , 1993) . T h e shed antlers o f th is a n i m a l were 
retr ieved and m o u n t e d and are o n d i s p l a y at the 
A n c h o r a g e D e p a r t m e n t o f F i s h and G a m e office. 
H o w e v e r , the K e n a i L o w l a n d s herd increased s l o w 
ly, apparent ly because of p r e d a t i o n (Spraker, 1992) . 

I n contrast to K e n a i L o w l a n d s h e r d , the K e n a i 
M o u n t a i n s herd i n i t i a l l y increased r a p i d l y f r o m 15 
i n 1965 to 339 by 1975 (A,= 1.37) (Spraker, 1995) . 
T h e herd t h e n f luctuated i n size w i t h lows of about 
2 0 0 and 3 0 0 i n 1978 and 1988 , respectively, and 
h i g h s of 4 5 0 i n 1 9 8 6 and 500 i n 1996 . In A p r i l 
1 9 9 6 , w h e n the h e r d was at its peak of about 500 , 
the m e a n w e i g h t o f a sample of 11 female calves was 
s i m i l a r to the heaviest cohorts o f calves f r o m the 
parent N e l c h i n a h e r d d u r i n g 1 9 9 2 - 1 9 9 7 (Table 1). 

I n 1985 and 1 9 8 6 c a r i b o u were aga in relocated 
to the K e n a i P e n i n s u l a f r o m the N e l c h i n a h e r d . A t 
that t i m e , the N e l c h i n a herd was g r o w i n g , f r o m a 
herd size o f about 27 0 0 0 , and a p p r o a c h i n g a m o d 
erate dens i ty of about 0.5 c a r i b o u / k m 2 ( V a n B a l l e n -
berghe, 1985). T h e 2 transplants resul ted i n f o r m a 
t i o n of 3 a d d i t i o n a l herds, the largest o f w h i c h 
became k n o w n as the K i l l e y R i v e r h e r d ( F i g . 1). 
T h i s herd increased f r o m about 7 0 c a r i b o u i n s u m 
m e r 1987 to about 350 i n 1997 (A,= 1.18). I n 1996 , 
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the m e a n w e i g h t of a sample of 1 0 - m o n t h - o l d 
female calves exceeded p r e v i o u s l y recorded ca l f 
w e i g h t s for a l l A l a s k a n herds ( V a l k e n b u r g , 1997) 
(Table 1). These calves were s i g n i f i c a n t l y heavier 
( P < 0 . 0 0 1 , £ = 4 . 8 4 ) t h a n calves w e i g h e d d u r i n g the 
same p e r i o d i n the K e n a i M o u n t a i n s h e r d , despite 
s i m i l a r i t i e s i n e levat ion , g r o w i n g season l e n g t h , a n d 
p h y s i o g r a p h i c characterist ics o f the i r ranges (Table 
1). 

Nushagak Peninsula transplant 
I n 1988 , c a r i b o u were t ransp lanted f r o m the 
N o r t h e r n A l a s k a P e n i n s u l a h e r d to a vacant range 
on the N u s h a g a k P e n i n s u l a about 100 k m to the 
west ( F i g . 1). T h e t ransplanted c a r i b o u increased 
r a p i d l y (Table 1), a n d a l l females aged 2 years or 
o lder were f e c u n d d u r i n g 1 9 8 8 - 1 9 9 3 ( H i n k e s & 
V a n D a e l e , 1996) . A t the t i m e o f the t ransplant , the 
N o r t h e r n P e n i n s u l a herd h a d been stable i n size at a 
re la t ive ly h i g h dens i ty (about 0 .6/km 2 ) . W h e n b o d y 
c o n d i t i o n i n b o t h herds was assessed i n A p r i l 1 9 9 5 , 
N u s h a g a k calves were s i g n i f i c a n t l y heavier 
( P = 0 . 0 0 5 , £ = 2 . 9 8 ) t h a n N o r t h e r n P e n i n s u l a calves 
(Table 1), and 2 -year -o ld females were c o m m o n l y 
p r o d u c i n g calves i n the N u s h a g a k h e r d . H o w e v e r , 
despite b e i n g t ransplanted to p r i s t i n e range, 
N u s h a g a k P e n i n s u l a c a r i b o u calves never became as 
large as calves i n the K i l l e y R i v e r herd or other l o w -
dens i ty In ter ior herds (Table 1) ( V a l k e n b u r g , 1997) . 
I n 1997 , w h e n p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y had increased to 
0 . 8 / k m 2 i n the t ransplanted N u s h a g a k h e r d , b o d y 
w e i g h t of calves was not greater t h a n i n the 
N o r t h e r n A l a s k a P e n i n s u l a h e r d ( P = 0 . 2 8 , £ = 1 . 1 1 ) 
(Table 1). 

Discussion 
T h e 5 t ransplanted herds r e v i e w e d here p r o v i d e 
a d d i t i o n a l evidence that b o d y w e i g h t a n d na ta l i ty 
i n m a n y establ ished A l a s k a n herds are s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
l i m i t e d by dens i ty -dependent n u t r i t i o n a l factors 
that are i n d e p e n d e n t of c l i m a t e a n d genet ics . O n 
A d a k , the longer g r o w i n g season, lack of paras i t ic 
insects, a n d p o t e n t i a l a v a i l a b i l i t y o f green forage i n 
w i n t e r c o u l d have accounted for increased b o d y 
w e i g h t a n d p r o d u c t i v i t y c o m p a r e d w i t h parent 
stock i n the N e l c h i n a herd (Jones, 1 9 6 6 ; T h o m a s & 
K i l i a a n , 1990) . O n the N u s h a g a k P e n i n s u l a , h o w 
ever, b o d y w e i g h t of calves was greater i n the trans
p l a n t e d herd f r o m 1992 to 1995 despite the s i m i l a r 
s u m m e r c l i m a t e and p h y s i o g r a p h y ( H i n k e s & V a n 
Daele , 1996) (Table 1). 
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T h e K e n a i t ransplants also demonstra te the 
p o t e n t i a l for increased b o d y w e i g h t a n d f e c u n d i t y 
on p r i s t i n e ranges. Calves f r o m the 1 9 9 6 cohort i n 
the K i l l e y R i v e r h e r d were s i g n i f i c a n t l y larger t h a n 
any o f the N e l c h i n a cohorts . I n the K e n a i 
M o u n t a i n s herd i n i t i a l l y , a n d i n K i l l e y R i v e r herd 
n a t a l i t y i n 2-year olds m u s t have been m u c h h i g h e r 
t h a n that reported for the N e l c h i n a , because the 
K e n a i M o u n t a i n s h e r d g r e w at nearly the b i o l o g i c a l 
m a x i m u m ( i n d i c a t i n g v i r t u a l l y a l l year l ings were 
pregnant ) , b u t the h ighes t reported p r e g n a n c y rate 
i n N e l c h i n a year l ings was o n l y 1 3 % (Skoog 1968 ; 
B e r g e r u d 1 9 8 0 : 568) . 

A l t h o u g h changes i n b o d y w e i g h t a n d na ta l i ty 
rate were not o b v i o u s l y re lated to c rude s u m m e r 
dens i ty across herds (Table 1), dec l ines i n b o d y 
w e i g h t and na ta l i ty occurred after r e l a t i v e l y short 
per iods of g r a z i n g pressure as dens i ty w i t h i n herds 
increased. D e c r e a s i n g s u m m e r n u t r i t i o n is the fac
tor m o s t l i k e l y to cause observed decl ines i n nata l i ty 
a n d b o d y w e i g h t ( S k o g l a n d , 1984 ; 1 9 8 5 ; E l o r a n t a 
& N i e m i n e n , 1986 ; R e i m e r s , 1997) . R e d u c e d b o d y 
w e i g h t and na ta l i ty began to occur i n the K e n a i 
M o u n t a i n s herd after o n l y 10 years of g r a z i n g , and 
s u m m e r dens i ty increased o n l y to about 0 . 3 / k m 2 

before herd g r o w t h s l o w e d . I n 1995 c rude dens i ty 
was s t i l l o n l y about 0 . 5 / k m 2 w h e n b o d y w e i g h t of 
female calves was s i m i l a r to the parent N e l c h i n a 
herd where s u m m e r dens i ty was 4 . 7 / k m 2 (Table 1). 

Inherent p h y s i o g e o g r a p h i c and c l i m a t i c factors, 
rate of p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , a n d o p p o r t u n i t y for d i s 
persal u n d o u b t e d l y d e t e r m i n e the s u m m e r dens i ty 
that herds can achieve. F o r example , o n St. M a t t h e w 
Is land very h i g h s u m m e r densit ies were achieved 
(18/km 2 ) because o f the h i g h q u a l i t y a n d q u a n t i t y of 
s u m m e r forage, the l o n g g r o w i n g season, lack of 
o p p o r t u n i t y for d ispersa l , a n d h i g h p o p u l a t i o n 
g r o w t h rates due to the v i r t u a l absence o f predators 
( K l e i n , 1968) . 

O n m a i n l a n d ranges where large predators are 
present, p r e d a t i o n can have a p r o f o u n d d a m p e n i n g 
effect o n p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h rate and dens i ty w h e n 
f u n c t i o n a l and n u m e r i c a l responses occur and prey 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y increases as n u t r i t i o n decl ines (Dale et 
al, 1994 ; V a l k e n b u r g et al, 1996) . P o p u l a t i o n 
g r o w t h was apparent ly restrained i m m e d i a t e l y after 
i n t r o d u c t i o n due to p r e d a t i o n by wolves (Canis 
lupus), coyotes (C. latrans) a n d dogs (C. familiaris) i n 
the K e n a i L o w l a n d s herd (Spraker, 1995) . H o w e v e r , 
i n the K e n a i M o u n t a i n s h e r d and the K i l l e y R i v e r 
h e r d , a l t h o u g h b o t h wolves a n d g r i z z l y bears (Ursus 
arctos) were present a n d l i g h t l y h u n t e d , near m a x i -
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m u m c a r i b o u p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h c o n t i n u e d for 10 
years after i n t r o d u c t i o n . T h i s c o u l d e i ther be d u e to 
a lag i n predator h u n t i n g behavior , the l o w v u l n e r a 
b i l i t y o f c a r i b o u o n a very h i g h p lane o f n u t r i t i o n , 
or b o t h . I n the N u s h a g a k herd large predators are 
scarce and p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e to h u n t i n g . 
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