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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to devise a scale that would be useful for the developmental assessment of cogni-
tion and communication behavior in the preverbal period. We investigated the currently used developmental tests
for infants as well as of research on development of communication behavior in infants, and drew up a checklist
of three aspects of development of communication behavior, namely cognition/speech comprehension, communica-
tion behavior and motor function.

New items from this list were added to overcome the deficiencies of such tests. In the near future, we propose
to further improve this scale so that it can be used for the assessment of developmental level of children who
have delayed speech, and for proper speech therapy of children in the preverbal period.

Key words : preverbal period, development of cognition and communication behavior,
developmental assessment, checklist
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