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Abstract

We analyzed the decision making process when 34 nurses working at hospitals who consented to this
study performed nursing duties on a simulated patient (65-year-old woman, cerebral infarction and left
hemiplegia, lying supine, complaining of back pain). Data were gathered by interview using a
semistructured questionnaire, videotaping of the nursing actions, and an open response questionnaire.
An inductive analytical approach was used. Qur analyses revealed the following: 1) Nurses attach
importance to subjective complaints of patients when selecting nursing actions; 2) Nurses believe that
observations related to a patient’s physical condition take priority over other observations; 3) During the
process of recognizing a problem and establishing a hypothesis, nurses recognize phenomena such as a
symptom as a problem, focus only on internal physical changes, and establish a hypothesis, and they tend
not to attempt to perceive the psychological aspects.

Key words . Clinical judgement ability, Nursing intervention, Decision making process



