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Abstract

This paper investigates by means of a questionnaire the concerns of parents with regard to their intellectually disabled
children, and 368 parents responded to the questionnaire. Although most of them were not elderly, falling within the age
range of 20 to 30 years, the parents experienced anxiety with regard to their aging in the future. The reason for their anxiety
stems from fears that, as they themselves age, they will no longer be able to care for their intellectually disabled children.
But many parents do not expect the siblings to take care of the disabled child at a later stage. When asked about where they
expected elderly people with intellectual disabilities to end their lives, the replies included " their own home" , " a group
home” and “ an institution for the intellectually disabled. " It seems that parents hope their children will end their lives in

an environment that they are used to living in.

Key words : intellectual disability, aging, parents, old age, care of the elderly with intellectual disabilities.
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