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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to examine the relation between the students' image of children before attending the lec-
tures on child nursing and their previous experience of contact with children. The subjects of the research were 143 nursing
students who agreed to the research at two universities. The measurement of the image of children involved a questionnaire
consisting of 47 adjectives vs. four factors. And the measurement of experience of previous contact with children involved
a questionnaire composed of 18 items concerning experience of contact with babies to children. The most common items
checked in experience of contact were "holding a baby" and "being a child's playmate”. Experience of other contacts was
limited.

A positive image of children's behavioral features appeared to be linked to the number of the subjects' siblings and the
amount of experience of contact. Apart from this, no other relations emerged as image factors. Moreover, there was no rela-
tionship between experience of contact and interest and concern for children. Rather, it seemed that a large amount of previ-
ous contact with children was connected to the awareness of difficulties. Although it became clear that students had a high

level of interest and concern, their image of children came from shallow and superficial relations.

Key words : student nurse, child, image, experience of contact with children
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