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Discourse production in normal adults:
Effects of instruction differences on discourse production

Rumi HONDA, Toshiko WATAMORI

Department of Communication Disorders, Hiroshima Prefectural College of Health and Welfare

Abstract

In order to better understand the influence of task diflerences on discourse production in normal adults, picture
description tasks were administered under two instruction conditions: “explanatory” and “narrative”.  Under the
“explanatory” instruction condition, subjects were shown one of two pictures and asked to explain the picture to an
imaginary listener. [n the “narrative” instruction condition, subjects were shown the other picture and asked to
make up a story inspired by the picture. The subjects were 19 normal adults, aged between 24 and 74.  ‘The
elicited discourse was analyzed in terms of 1) the number of words and correct information units, 2) disfluency and
3) the quality of the produced discourse, evaluated by the concrete/inferential aspects.  There were no significant
differences between the different instruction conditions in the number of words and correct information units or in
disfluency. As for the quality of produced discourse, the type of stimulus picture showed a different effect for each
instruction condition; the subjects produced significantly more inferential statements with one of the stimulus pic—
tures under the “narrative” instruction condition than under the “explanatory” one.

Key words : normal adults, discourse production, story, explanation, picturc description
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