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Abstract

In the present study, we investigated the relationship between reading comprehension and subcomponents of reading
comprehension in children who have begun to read characters at every comprehension level. We divided the reading com-
prehension levels into 3 grades.

Individuals in the first group did not understand a short sentence, individuals in the second group understood short sen-
tences, and individuals in the third group understood paragraphs. We examined the relationships between reading compre-
hension and subcomponents, such as reading speed, vocabulary, and working memory with language processing capacity.
Results indicated that there was a significant correlation with reading comprehension and ability for reading speed, vocabu-
lary, and working memory with language processing capacity. In addition, reading speed was significant in the first group
and second group. Reading speed, vocabulary and working memory with language processing capacity were significant in
the second group and third group. It was necessary to achieve higher constant reading speed for short sentence understand-
ing. Therefore, effectiveness of phoneme encoding was suggested to be relevant to comprehension. In addition, it was sug-
gested that vocabulary and working memory with language processing capacity were necessary along with constant speed

for phoneme encoding for sentence understanding.
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