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[E6. 0]33, The Spore 1, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2009]
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[2®7. o], Embryo 2, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2010]
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, Portrait 1, Oil on canvas, 117X91(cm), 2011]
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[29. 0]33, The spore 2, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2009]
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[E11. 0o]3¥, The spore 3, Oil on canvas, 130X130(cm), 2009]
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[E12. 0]3&, The spore 4, Oil on canvas, 130X130(cm), 2009]
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[=213. 0]33, The spore 5, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2010]
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[E2x14. 0o]%&, The Labyrinth, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2010]
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[=315. o]34, The spore 8, Oil on canvas, 117X91(cm), 2010]
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[2316. o]F&, The spore 10, Oil on canvas, 91X73(cm), 2010]
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[=18. o]%&4, First breath after thinking, Oil on canvas,

162X130(cm), 2010]
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[=220. o]3&, Embryo 3, Oil on canvas, 227X182(cm), 2010]
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A[=T21. Embryo 4, Oil on canvas, 60X60(cm), 2011]

4[ZEH22. Embryo 5, Oil on canvas, 60X60(cm), 2011]
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[EH24. o]23, B3] 1, Oil on canvas, 73X91(cm), 2012]
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[E26. 0]23, Portrait 2, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2012]
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[E27. 0]%3], Portrait 7, Oil on canvas, 100X80(cm), 2013]
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[E128. 0], Portrait 8, Oil on canvas, 100X80(cm), 2013]
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[ET29. o]23, &&A 1, Oil on canvas, 91X72(cm), 2011]
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[ET30. 0o]&3, W=EA 2, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2011]
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[ET31. 0]23, &&EA 20, Oil on canvas, 65X53(cm), 2017]
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[ET32. o]2d, WEXM 34, Oil on canvas, 65X53(cm), 2017]
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[ET33. 0]£3, &EA 52, Oil on canvas, 65X53(cm), 2018]
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Aot Oil on canvas, 65X53(cm), 2017]
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[=237. o]3&3, A, Oil on canvas, 53X45(cm), 2015]
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[=338. 0o]&3, &A& 1, Oil on canvas, 162X112(cm), 2014]
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[=339. 0|28, 839 = 1, Oil on canvas, 65X50(cm), 2017]
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[E40. 0o]2y, B39] = 2, Oil on canvas, 65X50(cm), 2017]
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[=TH46. 0]323, Bottom, high, Oil on canvas, 162X130(cm), 2009]
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[RF 1 =11. Hans Bellmer, The articulated hands, 1954]

[Zf =312, Georg Baselitz, Blutleuchte, 1961]
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[=H51. o],

A} 2, Oil on canvas, 145X112(cm),
2016]
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Abstract

A study of anxiety expressed

through painting

- based on Rhee Joohyeong’s work -

Rhee Joohyeong

Painting & Printmaking Major
Department of Fine Arts

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

[ am working on visualizing anxiety as a theme. The work
was Initiated by personal experience, which was realizing
limitations to satisfy both my own professional desire as an
artist and needs for living as a human being. This
circumstance had led me to a pessimistic prediction of the
future, then it moved into anxiety of my mind. At the same
time, it constantly made me ask questions about my

presence.
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This problem is not only for mine. These days, number of
news and related statistics from the researchers tells us that
anxiety is one of common mental state now, in further it
allows to be viewed as one of human’s deep nature. This
shows that we need to face anxiety and to debate on it
seriously. This is the proof to determine that the artistic
expression of ‘anxiety’ would have considerable weighty.

[ have defined three causes of my own anxiety : 'recogni
tions', 'confusion due to uncertainty', and 'continuation of
overreaction'. This is the result of considering the point
where my desire is frustrated, and it functions as a measure
to predict the process of failure. This is why [ make
pessimistic  predictions about obtaining the values of
affection, friendship, belonging to the group, recognition and
respect that [ desire as a social human being.

[ visualize this anxiety with a subject matter called hair.
This subject matter reveals the psychological situation, allows
for atypical interpretation, has an abject character through
it's expelled status, and operates in a metaphorical way. This
is the most prominent thing which continually grows in one's
body, where the growth of the height have stopped, because
it seemed to resemble the growing anxiety in my mind, which
was losing confidence in the achievement of social survival
and desire. These works are divided into ‘back head’,

‘embryo’, and ‘face and speech balloon’ according to each
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morphological motive.

These three categories of work presents current anxiety,
origin of anxiety, and anxiety that has expanded into social
relations.

Next, there is work based on humidity as a subject matter.
This subject matter is not reproduced as a visual sign in
painting, but has a meaning by indicating the situation. This
means that the present life is wet because [ can't get
anything what [ want. It looks like wet like sweaty blanket,
and moist bread. On the other hand, ‘dry’ means utopia that
[ want to reach, the ‘dry’ means a life without anxiety. These
subject matters mean present life and utopia in metaphorical
way. They work as compressed expression of reality and
ideal. These works are divided into 'wet', 'dry', and 'human
body between wet and dry'.

This study of express anxiety in painting was conducted
with the aim of confronting and understanding anxiety, which
is a part of myself and a part of contemporary human
beings. As our original mental part, anxiety is tried to be
abandoned, however it would bring back to our mental part.
[ tried to talk about this anxiety through work, and to
respond further. And by doing so, [ want to ruminate on my
own life, to use it as a trigger for purification, and to

breathe with my companion in same contemporaries.
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