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(Abstract)

A study on travels to and paintings of Mt. Chilbo

during the Joseon Dynasty

Park Jeong-ae *

Mt. Chilbo, a scenic spot in Myeongcheon in Hamgyeong Province, began to appeal
to the literati of Joseon as an attractive tourist destination starting from the sixteenth
century. From the mid-seventeenth century, travelers commissioned paintings of Mt.
Chilbo to commemorate their visits and savor the beautiful landscape with a painting. In
1674, the Governor of Hamgyeong Province Nam Gu-man ordered the production of Ten
Sceneries around the North Hamgyeng Region, which included real-scenery landscapes
accompanied by explanatory texts on the corresponding scenes and established the
standard for paintings of Mt. Chilbo.

The nineteenth century witnessed the emergence of paintings of Mt. Chilbo which
utilized new types of composition and painting style. The great panorama of Mt. Chilbo
began to be represented as one image spanning eight to ten folding screen panels. The
Seven Jeweled Peaks: Mt Chilbo currently housed at the Cleveland Museum of Art
allows for an intensive look at the changes in modes of representation at the time. A
number of similarities with Mt. Chilbo painted by Jo Jung-muk in 1890 suggest a
possibility that the artwork at the Cleveland Museum of Art was produced by the same

painter around the same time.

Key Words : Chilbo Mountains, Mt. Chilbo, Real Scenery Landscape Painting,
travelogue, Yim Hyeong-su, Kim Su-hang, Han Si-gak, Nam Gu-man,
Jo Jung-muk

* Post-doctoral researcher, Department of Archaeology and Art History, Seoul National
University.



