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Abstract

The Dilemma of Jinman “s Identity In The Post-Cold Wa
r era:

The Exchange and Tourism of Jinman and Xiamen

WU CHUN FANG
sociology
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Through the exchange situation between Xiamen and Jin
men (also known as Soyangan) which are the border betwee
n China and Taiwan, this study aims to examine the current

state of relations between China and Taiwan and what role
Jinman plays in promoting the process of reconciliation and
peace between China and Taiwan.

Existing research on exchanges between Xiamen and Jin
men usually focuses on economic aspects such as trade and
tourism. But in order to look deeper at how Xiamen and Jin
men have continued to remain unaffected by political fluctua
tions in cross-—strait relations for nearly two decades since t
hey restored exchanges. This study tries to examine throug
h Jinman’s special political identity and cultural identity. So
this study looked at the change in Taiwan’s national identity
through the “Taiwan consciousness” that emerged as a resu
It of Taiwan’s democratization movement and Taiwanization

movement. And the identity dilemma that Jinman faced in this

3 ey
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political community after the demilitarization. In addition,
through Taiwan’s "cultural independence" essay and China’s
"cultural unification" essay: politicized cultural essay under the
debate of unification and independence explored the influence
of Jinmen’s cultural identity.

And in terms of peaceful exchanges, like many studies, this
study chose “tourism” as the main influence factor. Unlike
previous studies, however, this study added the most
representative "roots tourism" and "Pilgrimage tours" in the
culture and tourism industry of both sides. And Using "ordinary
tourists," "religious organizations" and "religious believers" as
subjects of analysis, we will examine the impact and contribution
of civil society’s capabilities in peaceful exchanges between the
two sides.

However, because the subjects of the analysis are different,
this part adopted interviews and surveys. Because Jinman’s war
heritage is a sensitive and distinctive tourism product, it is
important to see what Chinese tourist and Taiwan tourist think
about the preservation and utilization of Jinmen’s war heritage,
and also what kind of contribution that Jinman does for the
peaceful exchange of Cross—Strait relations. The survey results
are as follows: 1. Tourism certainly has the effect of promoting
peaceful exchanges. 2. Jinman's border and battlefield image are
still a factor by Chinese tourist and Taiwan tourist’s visiting. 3.
The Kunning—Tou area, where China and Taiwan had a fierce
landing battle, is the place where tourists from both sides want

to visit the most and the place where the peaceful atmosphere
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is felt the most. 4. The greatest advantage of Jinmen's war
heritage is as a preservation and utilization of historical
education textbook and a place for peaceful education.

In addition, through visiting the clan gathering groups of
Jinmen and Xiamen, this study found that the clan gathering had
limited regional and large scale, but the depth of the exchange
was different from ordinary tourists and religious believers. It
has regularly formed a good network of the clan gathering by
sacrificial and exchange activities. For this reason, the network
of the clan gathering organizations is crucial to the sustainability
and deepening of peace exchanges between the two sides,
although it brings greater economic benefits because of the
larger number of ordinary tourists and religious believers.

This study looked at Jinmen, a former battlefield of, faced the
dilemma of political and cultural identity after the Cold War, and
finding the most ideal position in cross—strait relations using the
duality of its identity. And converting to an "island of peace"
through the model and conduct of tourism derived from cultural
essays on both sides under the “unification” debate. Therefore,
this study provides an important example and direction for the
future exchanges of the Korean Peninsula and an active
contribution to peace and convergence in East Asia.

Key Words : China, Taiwan, cross—strait relations, Jinman, Kinmen, Xi
amen, divided country, border area: political identity,

cultural identity: peace tourism.

Student Number :2009-31209
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