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The U.S. Embassy in Tokyo has reported several fishing boat incidents in which
North Korean authorities appeared to claim a 70 mile jurisdiction—apparently for
fishing purposes only. In May of 1966 and again in May of 1967 North Korean
forced seized Japanese fishing vessels located approximately twenty-nine and
fifty—eight miles from the North Korea coast respectively. The fishing captains were
told that North Korea claimed a seventy mile jurisdiction, and in the second case the

captain was detained admitting “I invaded fishing grounds of North Korea.”39
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39) Contemporary Practice of the United States Relating to international
Law, in 62 American Journal of International Law(1968), p.756.
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Abstract

The study on law of the sea of
North Korea

- focusing on attitudes toward

maritime jurisdiction -

Yang Cheong—sun
Department of Public Administration (Public Policy Major)
The Graduate School of Public Administration

Seoul National University

In 2018, the world is paying attention to the Korean peninsula with
unprecedented action for the escaping of North Korea from
International 1isolation. Particularly, in order to alleviate the military
tensions between the South and the North and to alleviate the war
risk, all hostile acts against the other side, the peace zone in the
West Sea, and the guarantee of safe language were mentioned.

On the other hand, the adoption of the UNCLOS in 1982 has made
efforts to expand and maintain the maritime jurisdiction directly linked
to the national interests. North Korea's attitude toward the maritime
jurisdiction should be carefully examined in order to facilitate smooth
cooperation and mutual development of policy alternatives in the future

when the South—-North relationship improves, It is time to review.
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In this study, we analyzed the characteristics of attitude toward the
maritime jurisdiction in North Korea. As a result, when North Korea
accepts the UNCLOS, it pursues ‘ideal security’ centering on its own
country under the influence of internal factors such as political
1deology, Unlike any weaker country, was active and original.

On the other hand, in expressing related positions outside the
country, pursuing ‘realistic security interests’ by influencing the
surrounding situation, such as hopping a powerful country or taking a
position of neighboring countries in order to avoid direct conflict with
other countries and minimize sacrifice, And the behavior of the typical
weak countries.

Therefore, we should prepare strategic policy alternatives in
consideration of this dual attitude of North Korea in future exchanges
and cooperation at the sea with the North. It is also necessary to
establish the same legal system of the sea based on the UNCLOS. In
addition, the South—North relationship, which had been a zero—sum
game In the past, is a time of need for a win-win strategy for
coexistence and co-prosperity. Therefore, mutual academic exchanges
should be actively conducted between the two countries in order to
learn the other’s attitude toward maritime jurisdiction and prepare for

cooperation.

Keywords : North Korea, Law of the sea, UNCLOS,

Maritime Jurisdiction

Student Number: 2015-24364
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