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Cities change; they are defined by the lives of its citizens
and constantly (re)establish the relationships with its in-
dustry and economy. Garibong-dong, Seoul has developed
into an urban space which is different from the general res-
idential area in Seoul, reflecting the history of industrializa-
tion in Korea and the influx of foreign workers. In the
1960s, Garibong-dong was transformed from a rural area
into a residential area after the establishment of Guro
Industrial Complex in the region. However, due to changes
in Korean industrialism, Guro Industrial Complex has been
reorganized as Seoul Digital Industrial Complex, so
Garibong-dong was no longer functioning as a residential

area behind the industrial complex. As Korean-Chinese and
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Chinese gradually replaced the empty areas of
Garibong-dong, where workers left, the characteristics of
Garibong-dong changed and the underlying urban fabric de-
veloped in accommodating the changes. Focusing on the ur-
ban history in Garibong-dong, this study examines the
changing features and structures of Garibong-dong, com-
prehensively analyzing its core elements of urban fabric -

street, plot, buildings and programs.

The Guro Industrial Complex, which continued to grow and
develop wuntil the 1980s, brought plenty of people to
Garibong-dong, and the housing built to accommodate them
had problems due to poor environment. However, the public
focused on extending a residential areas to accommodate a
large number of people who wanted to live in Seoul, rather
than improving the residential areas of Garibong-dong. So,
Large-scale apartments was constructed in Gwangmyeong
City. The government regarded Guro-gu where
Garibong-dong is located as a semi-industrial area for na-
tional export projects and valued re-development. Thus
there were no plans for ©practical management of
Garibong-dong. In 1990s, with the implementation of the
housing environment improvement project, the government
planned to improve the environment and urban infra-
structure of residential areas in Garibong-dong. But some
property developers created high-density multiplex houses
and this led to worse housing conditions, parking difficulties

and the departure of existing tenants. In the 2000s, various
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redevelopment projects were established to develop
Garibong-dong as the region behind the 'Seoul Digital
Industrial Complex' but the construction was not carried out
for 11 years. The institutional situation in Garibong-dong
has influenced the social changes, and this led
Garibong-dong having a different character than the existing

city.

The characteristics of the residents changed, but the
street system including Uma-gil and Garibong market, which
was organized in the 1970s and 1980s, has been maintined
or developed according to the changes in purpose. In addi-
tion, conditions due to size, shape, and cluster patterns of
the site formed a unique identity in Garibong-dong's urban
space. After the end of redevelopment zone, the conditions
of the relationship between the plot and the streets con-
trolled the speed and extent of development activities. This
kept Garibong-dong as a residential area that are suitable
for the Korean-Chinese and the Chinese. The change in the
program of Garibong-dong reflected the change in the ur-
ban character and continued to occur even at a time when
constructing activities were restricted, which shows that
Garibong-dong has been transformed into a residential area
for Korean-Chinese and Chinese as well as a center for job

searching and leisure activities.

Now, when the paradigm shifts from redevelopment to re-
generation, instead of applying consistent planning method,

1t 1s necessary to recognize the diverse characteristics of
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each region and plan with consideration. The urban re-
generation project is currently underway in Garibong-dong.
In this regard, changes are still occurring and will continue
to occur. Managing changes and planning cities require lo-
cal understanding and detailed analysis through research
and discussion. This study is meaningful in that because it
analyzed the elements of urban fabric in Garibong-dong in
the midst of a series of social and institutional changes in
the target site, and understood the target site in an archi-
tectural and urban context. Based on this research, the re-
search and discussion of Garibong-dong, which is a back-
bone of the industrial age and is currently represented in

ethnic town, are expected.

Keywords : Garibong—dong, Urban fabric, Urban Structure, Korean
Chinese, Re—development
Student Number : 2017-20907
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