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Abstract
Understanding of Elementary
student’s Experience of the Local

Board against School Violence.

Jun, Juhee

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Major Adviser: Cho, Youngdal, Ph. D.

Human rights is an important topic in today’s society. In particular,
school violence is one of the most urgent human rights issues given
that 1t 1s targeted at teenagers and that it causes serious physical
and mental damage. To address this issue, schools have established
an autonomous committee against school violence to build a system
of developing appropriate measures, protect the victim student, and
guide or punish the offending student. The committee is the only
legal body established within unit schools that has independence and
autonomy 1in resolving school violence issues, but controvery has been
ongoing on the committee’s expertise and responsibility.

While the issue of school violence needs to be addressed in an

objective and reasonable manner, schools are by nature, a
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socialization institution that fosters citizens of a democratic society.
The focus of resolving school violence should be on guiding students
in the right direction, rather than taking an approach based on the
criminal code. In addition, there should be an educational effect on
all students, not just the offending student or the victim student.
However, it is still unclear as to how to address school violence from
an educational standpoint in a real school setting.

Given this situation, human rights can be an important criterion on
which judgment is based. School violence i1s essentially a human
rights issue and the school environment offers the setting and context
from which correct understanding of human rights can be formed. As
such, to approach the issue of school violence from the framework of
human rights, it 1s essential that students have an understanding of
the committee’s activities and how awareness of human rights is
formed.

However, there are very few preceding studies on the activities of
the autonomous committee against school violence. Existing studies
are mostly empirical studies focusing on awareness of adults. Studies
on the activities of the committee also focus on issues that emerge
during the conflict resolution between the offending student and the
victim student. However, in reality, activities of the committee mostly
concern the establishment of a school system to promote the
prevention of school violence and measures to address it, rather than
conflict resolution. In order for the autonomous committee against
school violence to have an educational effect as a legal body in a
school, it 1s essential to have an understanding of the agent of such
activities. But there are very few studies on such agents, which are
students themselves. Understanding what students experience within

the committee and how it affects the formation of their awareness of
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human rights can provide clues on how to address school violence
from an educational standpoint.

Starting from this realization, this study sought to understand how
students’ experience in autonomous committees against school
violence affects the formation of human rights awareness iIn
elementary school students, by reviewing the three aspects of human
rights awareness. Specific study questions are as follows. “What does
the experience of an autonomous committee against school violence
imply for the formation of human rights awareness in elementary
school students?”, “What does the experience of an autonomous
committee against school violence imply for the formation of their
sensitivity towards human rights issues?”, “What does the
experience of an autonomous committee against school violence imply
for their willingness to exercise human rights?” and “What does the
experience of an autonomous committee against school violence imply
for the formation of human rights consciousness in elementary school
students?”

To resolve these study questions, the researcher conducted a
qualitative case study on two elementary schools located in Seoul.
This study was conducted with a focus on “the establishment of a
school system for the prevention of and measures for school
violence”, among the various activities of autonomous committees
against school violence. In-depth interviews were conducted as a
method of data collection in qualitative case studies.

Analysis of the data collected through in-depth interviews showed
the following. First, the formation of human rights judgment occurred
as follows. Above all, the contect in which human rights knowledge
was learned was when there was an internalization of the content on

human rights. Moreover, students conceptualized knowledge related to
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human rights in association with their own  experiences.
Conceptualized knowledge varied across individuals. Conceptualized
human rights knowledge then interacted with their willingness
towards human rights behavior. The context in which the belief that
human rights is just is learned was when there was an integration
between what was learned and what was experienced in the student’s
daily life. Even when the belief in human rights was not integrated
with the student’s daily life, it was still formed through interaction
with the instructor. Second, the formation of sensitivity to human
rights occurred as follows. The context in which one’s own emotions
towards human rights issues was learned was through interaction
with others. Sympathy towards others experiencing human rights
violation was learned when there was empathy. When there was
empathy factors in the content used for school violence prevention,
students reacted to others’ pain. They also showed stronger empathy
when the human rights violation situation was similar to a situation
that they had experienced themselves and sometimes this would be
expressed through a willingness to act. Third, the formation of a
willingness to act on human rights occurred as follows. The context
in which the activities of the committee was experienced had an
effect on the formation of the elementary school students’ willingness
to act on human rights. Individuals’ willingness to act was developed
through the reaction shown by the school or teachers towards a case
of human rights wviolation involving a student, as well as through
interaction with the teachers. The obstacle to an individual's
willingness to act was fear and the lack of confidence in their
judgment regarding a possible human rights violation. Meanwhile,
the experience of taking part in the autonomous committee against

school violence, as well as empathy towards a situation were found
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to trigger an individual's willingness to act.

The reasons for this analysis result are as follows. An important
factor in forming human rights judgment was the interaction
between experience and thought. Knowledge that interact with
experience was Internalized by students but knowledge that did not
go through interaction with experience was not applied to real life.
External factors associated with the formation of human rights
judgment were the development stage of human rights judgment
and school environment. A key factor for students to internalize
their sensitivity to human rights was sympathy. Students
empathized with others’ feelings and wanted to help them when
they sympathized with the content of the human rights education or
when the given situation was similar to what they had experienced
themselves. Meanwhile, there were cases where sympathy did not
lead to moral behavior. This was due to an attitude that empahsized
other values. It was shown when there was belief in the possibility
of willingness to act on human rights. Students who were
convinced that their choice and action can change the situation
actively expressed their willingness to act on human rights, but
those who lacked such confidence were passive. Belief in those the
students consider important (e.g. parents, teachers, friends) were
also important factors that make exhibit a willingness to act on
human rights. In addition, the experience of taking part as an agent
In an autonomous committee against school violence provided the
context in which willingness to act on human rights was learned.
The theoretical implications of this study are as follows. First, it can
broaden the horizon of studies on school violence. Second, it
provides implications for society and the education field of fostering

a civic mindset. Through this study, the practical implications
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provided to students, teachers and schools are as follows. First, it
can help resolve the issue of school violence. Second, it can improve
the efficiency of the operation of the autonomous committee against
school violence and the teacher that oversees its operation. Third, it
can contribute to a human rights—friendly school culture. If the
activities of the committee are conducted from an educational
context based on an understanding of the experience that elementary
school students have, this would help form a school culture where
human rights are upheld, which in turn can help prevent school

violence.

keywords : the Local Board against School Violence,
qualitative case study, interaction between
experience and thought, sympathy, belief in
possibilities, experience of taking part as an agent
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