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Abstract

The Influence of the Uses of Text
including Teachers” Travel Experiences
on Primary Students’ Academic Interest
in Geography Lessons

Hye-sun, Shin

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The economic and technological developments brought important
changes to spending our leisure time entertaining ourselves and
travelling in abroad has become easy and popular. Also, travelling
has been acknowledged as valuable learning experiences in
geography lessons due to the rapid growth in outbound travel of
ever—increasing number of teachers and students, and it gives both
of them the chance to increase their knowledge and wisdom about
themselves and the world, in order to widen their perspective on
many things. Hence, Travel Geography is now regarded as one of

the fastest growing areas of education.
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Student motivation and engagement is positively associated with
teacher narratives, and student achievement gains throughout
learning with teacher prepared materials. As teachers gain
experience, their students are more likely to do better on
understanding the concepts of a subject and get interested to

undertake further study.

The purpose of this paper is to explore whether teachers travel
experiences influence the motivations and travel desire of primary
students. The aim is to discover cues in the emotional response of
primary students that can enhance sustainable geography learning
and travel choices and therefore improve future of the geography
lesson. Moreover, the study provides useful tips for teachers to use
their travel experience to enrich their teaching for the better

education results.

Although teachers are encouraged to reconstruct their teaching
materials, they use the textbook as the most important teaching
material. Hence, this article examined the influence of the uses of
printed text, including teachers' travel experiences on students'
academic interest in geography lessons in South Korea and two
types of experiments are presented: 1. Expository text vs. Narrative
text; 2. Text with Pictures of Landscape vs. Text with Pictures of

People.

As a correlational survey, the study population comprised all the
188 students at a primary level 6 for the year 2017. Survey paper
was the instruments used to collect information for the study. The

data collected were analysed using the t—test.

_71_

S— |



The findings revealed that teachers' travel experiences were
significant with students' learning outcomes as measured by their

emotional response in their geography lessons:

First, Personalized Narrative Text which was reconstructed based
on teachers’ travel experience tended to have improved student
motivation. Narrative texts based on teacher’s traveling experience
deal with real world and can be beneficial to understand the
geographical issues. A expository text is intended to identify and

characterise the facts, but narrative one is more specified.

Second, Text with pictures of teacher which were taken during
his/her travelling tended to have improved student motivation and
travel desire. Pictures can support the delivery of content and
illustrate the geographical concepts, and they will be more effective
if they are meaningfully integrated into their learning. Students get
more interested with their studies when it matters of whom they
have known, so if the travel text are offered with pictures of their
teacher, the students become more excited to engage with their

activities.

The research focuses on academic interests because this is the
most important phase of learning environment for primary students.
Whether it is reading the reconstructed test or browsing pictures,
using teachers’ travel experiences as a narrative guide in the design
of geography lessons helps to ensure that it is meaningful and
interesting learning experiences of students.

Key words : Teachers’ Travel Experience, Text, Academic interest
Student Number : 2015-21585
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