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INTROBUCRION

Howard Spg‘iﬁﬁﬁ an BEnglish newspeperman turned novelist,
can, perhaps, bost be deseribed ss o traditionalist. He lived
and wrote .;m tha twentieth century, was always senpitive to
changes I{n popular atbtitudes, lﬁm remained conatant to his
oun convictions, His work ie still worth resding for his |
insight inte the values he considered basie o a full,
complata, ami rovarding life,

Spring, born of poor parents in Cerdiff, Wales, on
Pebrusry 10, 1889, through years of hard work, gainod
respect both as & reporter and as an aukhors He and his
twe Lrothers and four sisters grew up undet the worst of
slum conditlions. All had to find Jobs st an early age, for
heir father only occasionally found employment as a gardenery
their mother obtained what scrubbing and loundey work she
coulde Spring, in his youth, worked as o butcher's boy, a
greengrocerts boy, and finally at age thirteen found a job
as a messenger boy for the @,. t ~mmm 2 His
work for tha News maisw ag‘ w&t&m down mmﬂa phoned

, mm full name was Robert Howard Spri Puentiath
QE% Authors (New Yorks The He W. Wilson < PRy . TURZ
Pe &

Howerd (Londons Collins, 1967),

ppe 20~2805i0n Howskd Spring,
1



2

4n from throughout South Wales. Later, in addition, he
began reporting in the W&Mmmg

In ssveral respects, Spring's early %Mﬁ m&mm from
that of the wsual slun childs His family enjoyed close
famillal ties and amm nothing to mwam one member
from snothers Nothing challengad parental suthority, sad
the children learned self-sufficiency and relisnce from their
parentat axample. These qualities are strongly ap;mmm
 theoughout Spring's life and in all of his novels.
| Prom childhood, fiction, which Spring called "a
master~-passion of my mind,” attracted Mmf His fother,
though otherwise uncommunicotive, insisted that his children
resd literary works only. The family fevored Dickens and
often aémaé his works aloud. Spring, in an w&e&Wmﬁa&,
skateh, described an ovening of solitery resding. Returning
to his seom, he sat befors a picturs of his itecsry idol,
taken S&m Porster's Life of Dickens, and read under the
mwf ¥nile Dickens was the favorite author, Spring also
admired Defue, Bunyan, and Swift, He briefly expressed the
depth of his feelings when he wrote, "I worshippad the men
who wrote these books and felt that if any men on earth

were m%y of emulation it was mgmg‘*& |

ﬂmwﬁ Sp &ﬂ And .*‘ othes Thina
Cited as Spring, ADd Another.

4§ | . . & .
Xbidey pe 118. 5%!&5@&; T Zbides pe 119,

. & (New York:
5 Hexasfter




Other than the education received from asuch
Spring and his brothers and sisters attended a board school
until the age of twalve, Spring's thirst for knowledge
lad hinm o @ﬂ&ﬁﬁ&“ﬁ%& formal education by astbtending classes
at & nesrby Technical Schools. These a&masﬁﬁ wsnabled him
to obtain a deurse from &@naaa‘wnivawaxtyw

While his secular cducation sarved him well, acaoeding
to Spring, he received no religious education ot home or sd

WOl fﬁﬁﬁ

school. However, his parents regularly sent the children
ﬁﬁ»aiyigmanﬁh Brethren meetinghouse nearby, not for religicus
reasons but in ordor to enjoy on afteornoon alons. The :
Brethren imparted the ldea to thelr young listener that the
leas attractive o thing, the more velue it had, and anything
ﬁh&ﬁ brought joy was &iﬂfuxﬁg‘ Thi only othor religious body
with whieh the Doy associated was the Salvotion Armys It
made 1ittls impgascion on him except as s source of enters
tainnont on a ﬁa&ﬁy&ay'nxght when tho %anﬁ\gxéyeﬁ valiantly
%ﬂhﬁiﬁﬁ'kﬁ& local tavern, withstanding the tﬁan@ﬁ\mﬁ'@n&.
ﬁrﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁ |

1n,h&$1aamxy teens, Spring, on hie own inltistive,
began attending a Wesleyan chapel where ha‘aﬂiaa paxa3m@rﬁ
attention tﬁ the nymﬁa and ﬂwgan music than t@ tho aﬂﬁm@n*¥§‘

e ; RO

2?Wﬁnti&ﬁh Century Authors, p. &333~

Sspring, And Another, pp. 1086,
gm’wg Pe 3084
x@zkjfwy Pe 153#
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He read widely of theological works though but constantly
wondored how dWesley*s dull sermons ever moved anyono.
Faithfully, he participated in mideweck cless moetings at
the chapel. The niniaster there wanted Spring to snter the
ministry, but because Spring's wages were needed at hone,
he could not afford, even with & wmmmm&, to undertake
the necessacy trsining. Desplte the fact that he never
g & minister, he did do loca}
preaching for four yeors. The Brethren and Wesleyen
influences survived, giving hin éﬁx"tam%?" of unenlightaned
Puritanism mixed with his own ymhm@ for beautys Much
later in life, ho cald that in ﬁa&m&dmﬁ monds he still
thought of himself ss a praamu M that he would
“always De a Greck with a strong dash of the 1iterally
Godwfanring Sum“m

Expasure to the Plysouth Brethren doctrine almost
kept him from two of his greatest loveseeart and the theatoer.
when the Brothren preached thaot it was o sin to possess s
picture or patronize & music hall, he obeyed lost his soul
be placed in jeopardy. Bubt the boy's growing mind begon
m question, snd Spring started attending acrt shows and the
local music hall and loving both, though he had no formel
Waz,nmg in thm mﬁmtw vﬁxmmm

1&3:5,@“ PBe 203a64 mw” Pe 130,
13rmad., pp. 107, 10910,

seplously consideroed beconin
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first stage of Spring*s idfe come to an end in
1911 when, the clder of Swmgw two brothers died, putiing
Spring m tm maxts&m M’ hw&ug to sﬁmm his ﬁmﬁw A
Job as a mwmr for the ma&ﬁmms Yorkohire Obhrorveg
offered apportunity and more money and uw&m&ww ﬁ&ﬁmim
Spring's carees., He left home for the first time,}®

Spring considerad the threo ond one half years spent
in Bradford his sguivalent of & undversity education, He
was on his own for the first time and in the company of
congeniel young mens The work was easy, gave bim valuable
‘experience, and a rewarding kind of 1ife.}® Then in early
31915, Spring applied for and obtained 4 jJob on the staff
of the Manchester i} -‘tmw

In late wzs, the army m&xw him to active duty
sending him to northern Pronge as a ﬁxm with Genegal
Headguarters Intelligence Service. Though unspectacular,
his service was relisble anough to carn him the Meritorious
Sepvice Maxam ‘

The Guardisn fulfilled 4ts promise to him and rehived
him on his return from the war. A& this time, he met and
marcied Moprion Ursula ?ymm After o sesrch of soveral

Mﬁg ps 207

1946), por-30o8. Pherdlth Enhet i

P ,, ’ tasoting
ﬁmﬂ ps B8s * Ibide, ppe 10910,

oras P 3323,
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wesks, they found a houss in Dldsbury, & subued of Manchester,
whare they lived eléven yesrs before moving to Londone Two
¢hildren, both boys, hﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ\ﬁhﬁ”mﬂﬁﬁiag@wlg

in describing his 1ife, Spring sald that luck, mostly,
had bsen instumental in sheping it, He originally ldved
this wey because he belleved that tha poor must trust to
luck to see them throughy morcover, since 4t never falled
nim, he had no rasson to distrust his luck?? It was happene
stance that %w@ﬁghﬁ the job on the Chserver to his attention
just when he had outgrown his position on the News. Later,
in a @lfferent matter, when he hod becone engaged: to mAETY
a young lady who did not sult him, he met Haxion Pye when
he and ehe were on short business trips to London. In e
third instence, e friend casuslly mentioned that the Guardian
neodad o @@@@&ﬁ@ﬁw Speing applied on s whim, end the eﬁiﬁa& -
‘.;h’bﬁf@aﬁ ayg&i@d.@n tha spur of the noment,

 took pride in his work at tho Gusrdisn, which he

¢alled “E&ﬁ BOst sasye.goling newspapsr in the wawﬁﬁ;“ag Xe

wins s1so, aa said the only paper that read well tm@ days
late,2?

Part of Spring's work for the Guardian consisted of
wv&timg xawiawm mﬁ ﬁhﬁ-ﬁﬁnahawtmw tﬁa&&&ru %ﬂ~ma sttanpt

*ﬁﬁaﬁiag ”ian‘&ﬁ'g Phe 14B-52, zﬁgb&guy ppos 3lwde

44
Mﬁi pe 264 Ibidsy pe 101.
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to impress his readers, he st first wrote revisws that

were a Bit hawehs As the scts and the people in them became
fFamiliar o him, his job became & jayﬁga . The papar also
asasigned him to covar the Irish troublaes after World War xﬁ"

Spring's final series of articles for tho Susrdihe
wegs concerned with the slection of 1931 which brought in
the *Hatlonal® Government and, in his opinion, ended the
Labour Porty for the time beings This series gained him.
nationsl prominence and waim in both the United States and
in Europe. It alsc brought him the offer of a position with
the Dvening Stendard published in London.®®  spring sccepted
the offer though it meant leaving Manchester which he had
come Lo know l%gm love « « « a5 fRe had/ « « « Known and
leved no other city.n?® ‘

Thus, in 1931, when he wes forty-tws years old, Spring
moved to London. Standard had hired hin as a descriptive
weiter, but he himsaly doubted thai he could Sulfill the
requirements of such a job. By chance, he happened to write
2 hook review m&t the owner of the n Lord Beavorbrook,
iikeds A8 3 vesult, Spring became thelr book reviewer, and
lster, aftor the Standsrd indtiated a book of the month
policy, Spring directed that project.®’

And Another, ppe 113«4.

27

20rpides pe 89) S0 8180 ppe 1546, Abides pe 159,
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In his work ss reportor and book reaviewsr, Spring
found his cohorts honest and compatibdlies. Reporters were
not cutéhroat; they sometimes aven shazed stories.®° As a
reviewer, he seldom recsived unfalr criticism snd only once
the offer of a hribe.??

Considering that from an esrly age Spring revered
fiction writers and that his 1ife's work was weriting in some
form, his decision ot this time to try his skill at weiting
novels suwrprised no ones He aleeady had published sone
poyhood short stories, some Worid War I pootry, and s novel
For childrens In his first novel #for sdults, Shubby Piger,
Bpring bagan what remsined his writing patterns He created
& situstion--ao man, & wonen, and & probleme-and then let
the action come as 3¢ might. In later works such as My Son,
My S6n, he usually had an end in view but no means.>® But,
he pald "there 45 ne one in any book I heve weitten, who g
‘taken from 1ife.'" ! Ko felt that any competent author
eould find ensugh useble material in the world, that an
author should not limit himself by delineating specific

Juat pricr to the coming of World ¥War 1X, Spring
left the Stondard aftesr s total of almost forty years of
nawopsper work. His work had encompassed all arass, from
general office boy to reporter, subwoditor to book reviewst.
&Qny pe 88, 2@ bidss pe 161a

wmﬂt Pire 25wB4 Ibidey pe 284
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Only when ho had three novels to his credid, one a best
naller, 4id he potire, Hoe wished to find o spot where he
could live ond enjoy the counteyside in a situstion whera
local teaditions persisted; and the chrome, noelse, snd
atink of progess had not penotrated, o location whore ho
could be in the midst of his collection of peintings, his
pleces of modern pottery, and his cats, & place where he
could writs. He found his idosl locstion nesr Palmouth,
Cornwall; thoere he spent the rost of his life.

However, the avents of the noxt few years played
havoe with his desire to wwite. In In The Meantime, an
sutobiographical eketeh written in 1941, he complained that
he had not !&m obhie to begin writing a new povel. Since
completion of Fame Is The Spur in January 1840, he had been
too depresced by the war to write. ~‘

Five yeors loter, he wrote And Another Thing . o
3 book of reminiscences that presented much w his wxmat
philosophys Herein ke recalled how after World War I me
fow religicus belicfs had vanishod, losving his an mmﬁm
The bavis of the toachings of Josus bocams mammxémg
houwsver; ha did not concern hinmself with the loss. Docause
he had a lack of certain knovledge in regard to religious
beliefs, ho subotituted a vague trust that good would
triumph Sver wm,, wmws@% He oxplalaods

:&‘?EMQ:& e 24
333pring, ang another, pe 208,
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amuiﬁ hova ventured no farther than that st a&y
t&m& batusen the two ware, and wha& ensbled me to

go farther was a sudden. xaalﬁmat&am that the casntral
teasching of Jesus angunted €& no more than thiss
That God is love, and that the effairs of men will
nevar get out aﬁ thaeir sorry tongle. till they see
and scknowledge this and live in the brotharhood
whieh it impifes. OF course, I had heard this all
‘my life, but now for the first time X F:wii-,f it.
The. times vore Hropitious ﬁw ro-aNanAnotion of
ﬂﬁa*a values: Twice within &&fatima the world
. had been, given to the physical waste and chaos of
war and to itz moral sguslors It would have been
, . oasy. to teke the common view that."it's 211 the
- Germane® fault?, and to rest in the H&pﬁg ASAULADCE
that once the Gormans had been rendapsd fopotent
us could toke up sgaln the m&nata@ntnmawnﬁmwy v
Ldberal deosm of steady automatie ress.  But
X could not do this: I could not eva thot :
this was true, Too mﬁah was wrong that had nothing
to 40 with Gerpany and the Gorsens. The chespaeass
snd falthlessnase of ouw national life between
the wars, the docay of our industries, the bunger
of our pesplo, the gross meterielisn of such
. anbltien gs was anywhore o bo discerneds all
- thege things ware there up to the moment of the
war's outbreoak, snd Germeny had nothing to do
with them. Whether the war had come or noty a
reckoning of sons sort would have to comel and as
for the war &t&e&f it was this shiftlese and une
- Awmaginative a&t&tﬂda that delivered us all but
- naked into the hands of ocur onenleds » «
. Hoi; the wer had blown things sky-highs bu& ma&y
of them were rotting thinge, ong it seemed to e
that 4t was behind and beyond the wapr, not in 1&,
that we pust look for the source of putrescencs,
One of the demnable thiongs about war fa that it
takes too many men's minds off this ersential
resoereh: and when it Lo svor they aree-and this
is not to thW@ndama& atwmton axhauataﬁ ﬁar tha
enterprice,

Thipy then, is the sum of the man, Howerd Spring:
sium child, devotes of fiction, newspaper reporter; contemn
porary novellst, lover of srt and theater, &nﬁ«ﬁiﬁm$Xy &

man deoply rezxg&muﬁ and much awma&xaaﬂ with the g&m&aat

e i

3yny g., PP aez:aww‘
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of his homaland. All his social criticd
conment show the influonce of these charscterisvics, but
the reader is espacielly awars of his love for busanity and
nie desice to see Ongland o healthy nation once mere,
Bpring ldved kis last yesrs quietly by the saa and
weote alevan wore novelss He dled May 3, 1968, st his
‘hona.




The soclal eriticism and comments found in the novels
of Howotd Spring came from swore then gandom ideas that
happened, by chance, to enter the author's mind. He had
extremoly strong convictions in regard to certsin sudbjects.
Through his writing, ho tried to delinests some problems of
1ife in twentieth century Englond and discuss the relevance
of traditional ahsolutos to thaese problems.

This patbern was not as apparent in Sprin
novels as 4t was in those written after World War IX;
indead, the war seesmed o have had & profound effect upon
him, To support this hypothesis, one has three autobicw
graphical sketches of Spring's, written in 1939, 1941, and
1945, As a presult of the critical reading of sl) of Spring's
novels, 4t is posaible to form & clacy idea of what the
author was sttempting to says Roeading the sutoblographicsl
gketchas adds color to the picture and deepens onm's respect
for the author as an individual,

In the first of these, Heaven Lies About Us, Spring
reninisced sbout his 1ife from his childhood in Cardifd
until he took him first job on a newspsper. It is 2 Charme

ing bhook but contailns little moterial of a profound nature.
i2




The second, In Fhe Moantive,

He traced his 1ife from 3.9&&, which morked the w&m@ of
his work for the Yorkshirg Observer,

tion of Pemo Is The Spux 3.;1 1940. He preserved the same
informal format, but this tine ho ovcasionally ewpounded
upoen his opindons of diversa subjects, such as book
reviewers, traditional custows, and modern poetry. He also
initinted his majw criticism of governmant, business, and
modern religion. Ang Another Thing o » = 45 on apt title
for the third of these amwmm @mr sw.mg gently obtained
the reader's attention by writing about balmy summer ovens
ings on the Cornish eonst and ﬁm that polnt progressed %o

yede ; ipgumnont for mm PARCEH ﬁp&mq*a
. m&my appears here in its m&mx’@ forme. A3l his haphasard
thoughts on *@*ﬁ#&w subjects became synthesized into ons,
logical, cohesive formula. It was this formuls that smade
its appesrence in aﬁmw post-unr novelos

Generally speaking, Spring's areas of interest

primapily concerned four categories: war, religion, governe
ment, and busineas, As can de expectad, thers woas ouch
overlapping. He oftan bdegan one subject and let ik Mm
him to something elses then he peturned to the originsl
topic and followed 4t to & third subject, Por instance, he
might Begin by weiting shout an ovent in the war which
could lead o a discunsion of & particulsr morsl question
which involved aspects of reiligion. The cycle would be
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completed ay sppiying the moral outlook, gained from regolve
ing the relligious question, to government rospousibility
siness practices.
In ona senge, Spring also maintained a tradition of
s“*ﬂ?a w%%@#ﬁﬁﬁﬁ hy'hﬁimg interested An social 9¢ahiemau

the work of the Hague Peasce Confer

ﬂﬁﬁwwﬁ Ls T, Hobhouse, reporbs SRRECADS

Oxford for Manchester because of his interest ;im the S.asw

movement. His mmam on the lack of reason in the
anded only when he went down on the illefatad

One might also wonder, quite naturaliy, if G. B,
Shaw influenced Spring to any degree. Spring himsels
answered that gquestion by referring to Shaw's statements in
al What's What and exposing the inconw

aw%m:ma between what Shaw sald he believad and the way
he lived. Spring gave the mwm of Shaw's condemnstion
of capitelisnm while living on profita from his investnents.
Spring maintained that if one believed something enocugh to
advocate it a8 a way of life, then one should be willing to
uva wmm&m m %twk muw; that mmg m mm he




b §:

disapproved of living on intorest from investments and
oxinted solely on what ho had corned and fully sndorsed
this way of life for Mzzmrm@
Marcus Aurelius was one man whose urltings hed a
positive aﬁ%ﬁ upon Spring. In later life, ﬁw&m began
sach day with a goading from the Beditations. Thus, not
the rush of medern materialistic life but a reninder of the
buaavty of t:m world around him started the mosning, leeving
hin betbter able to transiste the will of God into the werk
of saamf However, for the most part, Spring's philosophy
resulted from his oun experiences in 1ife rathes then from

the influence of any cecondary Source.

Hevartheless, vhat o man reads bocomes a psrt of him.
As the book raviewor for the Standerd, Spring read an |
ar of books on & wide variety of subjects; as

indicatad by the collection of his reviews in Book Parade.
Cortain of m@m susjects and people gppeared in Spring's
novalss If ho nover "“toock from Llife," he assuredly absorbdad
bits of Wamm%m while working on the Stonderd for use
in fubure :m&m‘&m For iasteance, Spring revicwed Mographies
of Dy Go Rossetti, William Morris, snd Baudelsire, men

who appaaraed in his novels brisefly but several times snd

3sprang, And Another, pp. 163-B.

AM‘W ps Z1le
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with characteristics which had bsen noted in the re
views.®

One of the oost swesome sxperiences of Spring's
1ifa, as ovidenced by the prominent role it played in his
novels, was the ending W the Victorian Age snd the
beginning of the twantioth century. He elaborated by saying,
rHorlid War X was not for awey, uwith ite dlspuptive chapge
ot the very foundations of & way of living. Dut no one
would have imagined %ﬁm&& Ho ons reolized that an "end
of an age” had bean reached. Life was too safe, prosperous,
snd 1ovelys

By 1946, bis philosophy was complete and singulag,
for, in a world torn by two total wars, he wanted Lo pree
serve the values he remembersd as being prevalent in poew
1934 Snglond. Specificsily, the formulstion of Spring's
- ddess began under conditions evident in Englawn
World War IX. He said ehat vit /England’
false to its own daep instincts of decenc . ,
He referred to the between-wsp gensration as a "lost
ganeration,® for individuslity and crestive genius had
vanished making 1ife drab and colorless.® Part of the

Casy Ltdey 1930). |

%ﬁﬁﬁ&w* Masntima, p
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rasgon for thiz genersi disheartenment was thot “many of
thenm [Soldiers of World war X7/ were finding that the
splendid civilisation that was to blossom ‘after the war'
had somehow €ailed to arrive."® People who had expectod
eternal peace lost their Lllusions whon it did not azpive
and ceaned o care, creating 4 situation fraught with
dangersi® o compound the difficulties, the wild postewar
spaculation soon ran its course, leasving seny pevple pRor
and bittor.

By 1931, England was in a sorry condition s "the
conplete muwm of & vast edifice of shanm, m&m.

a people who, throughout thirteen years of ‘peace’ had
shown little disposition ¢o wake up to the facts of 10,012

The people gave Remsey Macbonald an alawst unprecedent
m k‘.&% g to mﬂy matters, Bub in Suptonber

In the & yeurs ofter m&& War 1, the governse
wag nothing but a mockery, "bluff and downright ammmwwm
which left the Rhondds Vauﬁsy in deplorable shape and ree
fused to rectify conditione though ¢oal was badly neoded;
tha shipyards at Jorrow pénained idle thouph modern nhips
m&d Boon m %im; to am&w«&*m mﬁmw mmm&m mﬁm

Q‘mﬁ, pe 223 | *Qm‘, Pe 155,
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about goding off the gold standard instead of begom
alermed abdout lagging industry. Spring rem :
the gold standard mesnt litkle to him for "what we saw
waa oo ﬁany‘yﬁwazmvwﬁf‘k&@ £ood aﬁanﬁaaég and the clothing
standard, and the work standard; end nothing being dane
about 1t.42 At this time, he wanted to see Churchill
“hecome prims Miﬁiﬁtﬁrg but too ﬁaw people concerned thame
_selves with the world situstion or thought sericusly. about
ousting Chamberiain,td

Paople believed that pesce vwap hers to stay o 5o One
apoke of qualities such as eternsl vigilance which were
necessary to maintain peaces The people, left vulnerable
&nﬁ‘ﬂﬂgﬁardgég found At was the way of peaco that it could
qmiakiy disappear, aspecially wﬁan.eak&ﬁvﬁaﬁrgraﬁtmag The
disruptive forces of the world wers ever ready to wreok

hovoe on those who became complaisant.

All uitisens shared the blame if they neglectad to
. work to preserve the peace, but the country's lesders were
more at foult since they were the leadses and, as such, were
supposed to be more fully awsre of pitfalls. Indosd, before
1938, the general populace seemed to have had & better idea
thon did the government that war wes threatening. %he
government persisted in its mame old line while the people
tried to wake the nation, It bocame certain after war

Prpig,
3.4&%&‘“ P 164-7,
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broke out that geveral governnent offices had possessed
reports on German activities; indeed, thoe government had
known the facts while the people were only guessing.
Poarhaps, Spring said, 1939 was not the time for plsacing
blame, but he pleaded that the gquastion not by forgotten
after the war.*®
As the crises mounted, the Bnglich reslized they

would finslly have to act and remove the politicians of
the thirties, They falt they needed a statesmon, not o
man.ﬁﬁ‘galiﬁaﬁgf boecause, a@a@#ﬁ&&g to Spring,

L e TR B AR e R 545, not

caring m&@h ahﬁnt ie$ ﬁiﬂﬁﬁ%&@@# ﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁnﬁﬁ the
ﬂiﬁ ia mwa&e, w&tﬁ its intentions orianted, it
gaa a nobility which demands more than shebby
m&km&hﬁﬁ%¢ ﬁ aﬁsﬁﬁam&n is & mon who fits like a
glove the aood of the nation in one of its grast
selé-conscious moments, s0 thot he and it have ﬁgﬁ
dlsparity of end or means, but act as ons thing

Spring stated that inept yai&ﬁ&@iama-ﬁaé\ﬁi&&aé
Cabinet posts that required little talent and had directed
men's actions while doing nothing thamselves.’ After
spanding & lazy career, they retired with o titls and a
pension, Only the citizens of England could corsect this
aiﬁuat&wn avau, to the axtant of &ns&iqa&&mg xm@samhmant

S e

;anﬁgw, p. 164.

20 , aham—h&nem&n was %ha boast
exanmple dé“ﬂgi ggﬁﬁp# s opinion though ha felt that
gnQZana;gA$ fortunate in having a statesman lika Wington

m ﬁhﬁu *
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procecdings to prevent thels bacoming thralls of a totalie
tarian, mechanistic government.)® Rather, men and women
applauded Chamberlain for flying to Germany to preserve
peace in thelr time, Spring believed that Chambarlaln
should have flown farther, iﬁmﬂ‘o‘l‘g

The war with its rude swskening, aroused England to
perceive that she was not decedents By her stupendous
recovery, she reslized her potential, Spring explained by

saying,

We had exiled so much that was s splendid. In
e hacateictous %’ff%w*‘i“ P P had
bandshod into the darkness all those who had
spoken words of faith and ¢oursge, all those whe
had seen 1ife as something more than a matter of
self-pracervation and self«interest, But they
ware coming back, the g%mast lawegivers and liberas
tors; and between us, I thought, wo and they will
do sonething yet.20 .

*po gomething yet®--but meanwhile thers was o job to
doy and i€ pecople wondered why wa war producod no poetry
or lovely novels like those written during the firet war,
it was simply that the spirit was lecking. There was now
Just a job to do, but the poetry would come, and whon it
3id, it would be bitter and be writtan by cynical men who

iy o o Wiy it

20, v . ke o ,

"CAbide; De 2184 Bton Strachey was typl of the
pre.war Qv 23010t atifled ali emoEiony G2 2fathoy
English heroes, and mwade one hold the courageous and the
hard workers in contempt. For this, the English revered
hime. mi s DO» 1834,
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saw only wosted lives &n a war that never should have
'haw@amwﬁ#ai Hor should such men be silensed for they knew
much that needed to be sald.

The Germane existed in & low state of moral developw
ment, in Spring's opinion, beocause they sllowed no one to
oppose the official voice end used paln and fear to chonge
ments minds.’® Individuality of thought which wes secred
in Bngland inspired Spring to say, "It is my prosent purpose
to ansert that what we ape Flghbing for haes little ncaning
if o oan $a not at liberty to hold #ls opinions with no
interference from the rest of us.e?

Az the war progressed, the prodblem of the function
of the individual in the growing botalitorian,; welfare state
pocupied Speing's mdnd lecrecssingly. A the roader prow
gressed frown the idess of In The Wesntime to the position
assguned in And Another Thing o« o »¢ Spering*s perploxity
with the problem of the modern state bocame a@@&xﬂn&; the
author concerned himself lass with specific ceses and
become nore of & philosopher. The base from vhich he started
was the guastion of the role of the individusl in time of
wazs In the case of tﬁﬁ'ﬁ&ﬂﬁ#&%ﬂﬁi&ﬁﬁ>ﬁﬁd@ﬁ#@¥ or pecifist,
Spring osked, did such o peorson shirk his duty to his
aauaﬁwy %y»mat f&gﬁ%&mgg o amaia he serve ju$ﬁ as wmsl as a

o d

%m... pps 105-7,
225pring, Ang Another, pe. 3.
23gpring, Hesnkime, pe 143
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farmer or industriasl worker? Spring concluded that such &
men could be of value in & civilisn occupstion and, more
importantly, stoted that tolersnce of diversity should be
nurtured in England, since it was being stsmped out on the
aﬂaﬁxﬁﬁn&ozé

Spring philosophived that during the present tinme,
man did not live in a Christisn democracy though he might
say that he did, for he did not live according to the
toachings of Christ which were to love God and sll men.
whoereas Christianity had had the sanction of western astates
and of thelr cltivens for nearly twd thousand years, was
ang Mm waz in the twentieth century had demonstrated how
littie progress man had mads in that two thousand years.

Pighting a second world war seemed to prove that peace wasg
2% |

Spring believed the Church hed contributed €0 this
situation, for in tine of war, 1t hed usually followed
popular opinion ond blessed the departing soldder instesd
of denouncing all who fought, %True, it wuld be almost
golf~dastructive for the Church to condamn all acts of war,
but tha true Christian, being a follower of the teachings
of Jesus, would quickly revesl himgelf by virtus of his

. AT : R

“*spring, ana another, ppe 30, 32, 35,
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ww&ﬁmﬁﬁ Zpring reconciled his bellef in poacifiom as
bedng the proper course for a Christisn to follow with the
conditions of war by condliuding that whareas 8 teue Christisn
should not kill to right a wrong, in the situation extant
in 1939, man in his imperfection would roact. The faulk of
the pacifist was that he ususlly sxpscted grest victories
wouid be achieved through his paciflsm, Rether, he must
accept the results of non-resistance and content himself
with & moral w&mwﬁ?

Though he /the pacifist/ is, in apinion, in the

rigm on %ﬁm view “?im ; Wa rula, 1‘@&* ﬁamm

the being Josus would m:mx mmma a gudd am

dﬁsﬁﬁc Por ene thing, he is teo often merely

negative objector o m deeds of others, not a

constructive vorker for the worlid's gmﬁg To ask

pesmiosion 40 be relicved of the conscouences of

men's folllies is not the finest contridution to

human adveancenont, and I mmtmss wonder how many

pacifists would say "Put up the sword* if they resl-

isad that the upshot of | ggwm ba theip own

Aomediste and painful @m&m
’R‘Mﬁﬁ rars individusls who aze the true Christians carry the
1ight of Christisnity in the world protected by & "buffer
state of fighting mﬁza 1t was these same individuals who
create and who make 1ife beautiful for othars,® for the
Church fogosking the ceuse of pacifism had taken the self-
rightecus attitude of sttempting to correct others' faults
instead of fostering the sstablishment of an example which
would overcome or mqw Mla N

%M,. pBe 33, 41, 84a  27IBEde, ppe 53-8.
QQM#Q Pe 56, %msgu Pe 87, 3"% dey Do 654
R m fes Do 123,
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If man found 1% difficult to follow the teachings of
Jesue An the modern atote, he should never stop toying, for
improvemont could come only through individual offort, prow
vided thst that effort was not overcome by sslf-interost.
Byt when war wos declared; most nen had little choice bhut
o join bocsuse of the very fasct of their ewisting in a
world of mened?

I€ tho pocifist was the Yrus follower ofF Jesus and
if nan had no option but to fight in the event of war, then,
Bpring querded, what was the role of the Church? If the
Chureh was to endure and not degenerate into a cipher, then
it must side wikth the pocifist and reject any conduct cone
trary to the teachings of Jesus, There was no other place,
no active bady, to which the pacifist might sppeal for help.
In order to lasd these paople affectively, the Church muat
be positive, inspired, and cense to be connected with the
state,>>

Too, all churchos would have to unite in this offore
{but not necesserily in form) and in their pursults to lead
the pacifista, not in the negative act of condamning the
wary but in sctive combat sgainst the causes and conditions
of war. Otherwise, the Church must accept the conseguences
of its "own apathy and a&q&&amﬁmm"aﬁ

The Chureh, Speing £irmly stated, should be "a
Mm&m M@m &mt&m m txm good xxm ot all W&!ﬂmw This

32%*& Pie ??“"aﬁ $B@%aw P %&& %ﬁp Do 33&
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would be the sufficient senction for its final stand.o>®
Then the Church could be a rallying point for pecifist
sympathy in adl countries instesd of limiting Ltself to
just one geographicel aras. Thus, pacifism, cessiag to ba
an oddity, would become a working pert of society. Such n
commi tent an@ aﬁaﬁa*wﬂu1&'&av@ the seme sesential value
as the teachings of Jasun &hamﬁa&vwgﬁa&
Spring bamoanad the faot that remedies for the
world*s alluments wore chean and plentiful @é%hg to thels
being froquently proposed by socialists and politiclians,
Eﬁ?@#@h@l@aﬁ@ hw suggestad what he knay had a one-ifieas
million chance. BDasically, the united churches would
have ta»mak¢~tﬁé-§aaah%n§a of Jesue the bhasis of all ¢onw
duct, from msn o city to atebo, and thus Flght inciplent
war. This protodure, ususlly labeled humani terlanism, was
often scofifed at though it had been put into practice more
often than Christianity.®’ actually, while being better in
purpose, reiigion Aid not have ag nmeny tangible secomplishe
ments as humenitsrianiem $o Ats credit, > for in spite of
having little assistonce from religion, humaniterianism had
already accompliclad decndng miroclegsesobolition of slavedV; " d
amalioration of working ﬁmﬁﬁ&ti@ﬂ&yag Spring bolieved that
men oust link religion and hunaniterionism, folth and works,

L

35“%&&@”’ pe B3 36%&{; Phe B3w4, B?Mag Phe &7*&&
3rmid., ppe 166-70. Ppide, ppe 166-70.
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“need and soil, grist and mw%‘“ because the initistive
reated with the religlous poreon who took action on the
basis of his convictions rather than with the man who
walted for others o progress to his lavel,

Taking Spring's suggested stand against war would
result in immediste loss of both mambers and woney for the
Church, such less to double in wertime, Howsver, aftse the
promises of pesce consequent on a m&w&mn of victory
had proved hollow, ‘the Church would mam twice what it
- had losts The process would pepust with each war, sach
tins with & significant advence being made until the Church

poome & truly vitsl force. This was the only changg
srth, and only the Church was eguipped to
sappaigns Indeed, the Chuirch could gurvive
anly if 4t worked for pesce bscause, while it was dbased on
peace, it existed 40 a State which wes based on w&mw

Such a project as Spring proposed was quite remote;
he reslized it would never asctually be put into practice,.
Moreover, the State, which was the ontithesis of individualie
idsm, would provide sericus opposition to a Church that
gafused to accept o pasaive role in society. Free opinion,
molded by the Stete and therefore opposad to the Church,
would bring about the Church's ruin. But what a phoenix
m&gm #&m ﬁm em &%%mt&m; M mﬁﬁ persona m ﬁm

3&’%5& s oK xi Phe &?2&!35 wm*! Phe ag"*gﬁﬁ
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worked for pesoce in the past would continue unfliagging in
their efforts.t o

In the late thirties, Spring turned &
book which he sald contalned sll the answern to man's
‘questions though it was resd by few. The ldes of the love
- of God and of his fellow man becane for Spring s reslity
snd cessed to bs the usual familier dogms of Christienity.
The idea wes transformed lnto knowledge through obasgvation,
"sesing in proctice on &n individusi basis the cause end
effect of love lesding to psacasd? As 1€ was, politics was
based on expediency, business valusd the profit motive, and
-waterial intorests, No whers, nationslly or internstion-

- 831y, wers Adeslogias at all connected with loves Rather
fanr was the motive powsr in the world, As the opposite of
love, it was worgse than hate, £or it was mpeaner and led to
_greed so that one grabbed st the bsnefits of life instead
of lusing one's 1ife for Jesus' sake,®?

In war, as it oceldom was An peace, o nation would
care for the unfortunate, but this othervise Christian
giving was negated by base motives such as on effort to
atwr’ the spread of dlasase, The value of a deed rested on
Ats potive, and Spring referred to I Corinthlans, Chapter 13.
m this mg he amamm on i;m mmmtm aﬁ m world

— N
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if the richer nations cersd for the less fortunste with
love rather than the prevention of disesse as & motive., The
p@aﬁm&m&m tantalized his Mim&mumﬁ*

Spring ssid that the sole product of intarnaticonal
relations from 1914 to 1939 was as.@haxmy»,‘, 12 Tthere waeo
disharmony, then logically there cust be harmony, Harmony,
he continuagd, must be the rightful but lost condition of
the world, snd love and harmony wers synonymsus. "Since,
thon, we admidt that harmony is the principle of the universe,
we admit that love is the principle of the universe, and
thus we are able o accopt tha toathings of Josus thet God is
L;zwm““'ﬁf. By this seans came Spring's "re-discovery, or more
truly the discovsry, of God."3® oo, he sald, "there

wan nothing but o caln: ssgurancs that thess faw
things mm trues that as disaster foliows upon
disharmony in the world, one may asssume that the
wwm*a p&‘i&m&@@& is hagmony; that love and W
gre onsi that Jesus wag therefore teaching the
central tzuth of 1ife when he told us that i;m
principle of the universe i love. Sincs 0o
principle can be violated without chaoa, it m&xwa
that wman will never know pesce, love, harmony, till
the love of God the fathoer is wﬁmﬁ sut kmgq on
aarth in t!m shaps 6F love of the hrathren

As he wap writing, Spring know all too wall what
things evil brought into the world as he saw 1ife and beouty
being destroyed. More of the ssme havoe was the only prome
ise the immediate Huture held. Therefore, he reasoned, love
as w awv&ta of w&x Wﬁm Mzsa to the good in um i&ww

o i . NN

ﬁ& B&ﬁﬁg Pire @3.3*&9 45 éﬂu; ps. 217,
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that was not givesandwtoke wuan ﬁﬁﬁ&lﬁ axpgéxaa@y but love
as “ﬁgﬁ&ﬂ%&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ giving w&tﬁg&t #ﬁﬁkﬁﬁ&ﬂg the pz&&amﬁg The
tﬁaamﬁaﬁ adm of each maﬁ.ah@u&d e ﬁu@ﬁ&i&sﬁ@.h&a true worth
leading him to the Kingdom of Gods

" Brotherhood called for an end to war, not just the
" abandonment &ﬁ:anm‘wﬁagaﬁ; aﬁé“é&ﬁaxmamanﬁwu¢ﬁ$a~cﬁm&,ﬁﬁw&agﬁ
‘love and true drotherhood rather than through a desire to be
rid of a potential threst. The politician might disiike
Certain sopects of war but would never work %o create a
world without war 20 no progress would be nmade through hls
efforts or his expedient peace ﬁzaa@&s&g‘g ‘Por him, war was
& valusble tool ¥o use in controliing the citisons of the
state. 30

© Spring, writing during World Wer II, pointed out that
“an entire new generation wss growing up Ruowing nothing
wage The exanple 0f total destruction affocted thelr
‘developing minds bringing about a new phendnenon--juvenils
delinguencys, They knew how &0 destroy, nobt how €0 work
51

craatively.
The idea of a war to end war was the only justifiable
reason for fighting. Accopding to Spring, that cause was
‘absent during World War Il. No one could gusrantes that
“there would not be a ﬁh&wﬁ wogrld wary thawaﬁar@g it was

WMQ, ope 2278, mxbm., Bp. 178, 235,
S0rpid,, pe 248, Slibide, pe 281,




necessary for the job to ba completed now, thus oliminating
future wars. He shared with other men the desire to stand
by his countrymen in a period of crisis, He felt this
jmpulse was the greatest challenge a pacifiat sust neet, for
the pacifist who loved sl) men equally would be csiled &
traitor by his misunderstending fellow citizens. Spring
belisved esach man must live accoording to his psrsonal -
philosophys Preaching wes not enough; one must ack. W ‘
Many men said that tho way to o bettor world was to
have a more equal distribution of the world's material goods,
?wﬁ@& there was some mearit in this fdea, but thaw was no
gusrantae of pssce in it, Moral maturity could still be
repote and war endenie in a society with a high stondard of
1iving. 53 .
Though men night not want war, he wag not amrﬁw
himoself to sproad the spigit of love and M@w Mm A
opposite way of Mfa. As Lt was, men presched "solf
forgotfulness™ while he practiced “self-indulgence.”>?
What in fact did men beliove A€ his sctions 434 not sult
his words? Spring, therefors, answered his own guestion by
quoting the Bible: "'Geek ye first the K&ﬂgm of God and
his rightecusness, and sll these things shall be sdded unto
you.* maﬁ%&mywtht&awmﬁM$Mﬂw,&m

Mibiﬁn PEe 351; QEM# 53:%‘&" Pe 35“«1
*1p3d., p. 257.
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identification of those things that belong unto owr
Mﬁﬁ@“ﬁg
Material forces, even atomlc power, would accomplish
mﬁsﬁm oh this aarth. But man turned to m mm
\ &qw&n@ the pors fmwmw ?tmm of ima mﬁm c:am Lo
Hircohims, Spring said, sen had made no moral progress. Man
his own insction.5® spring continued that, |
The sclentific plute which I z&m tho
Best GescEiption of the worid $ Loday, ‘s not
mtmamw Ancreasing ouwr ration of m; me.
slso, it con do nothinge=1iterally nothinge-to
separate us from our love and from our Gods If
'3 did not believe this, I should fear tho Wm
I live in, mﬁ:‘.‘ﬁ@mﬁ awh@u%mx
had not m&a o God's mva; the d @ﬁ eoggy
and tomorrow ¢an be anything but s nights
Instead of the Kingdom of God, Spring ssw the nighte
.mage of totalitarien, mechanistic government gaiaing in
strength. The State, a word synonyuous with power, was &
mystical body thet could be the soul and spirit of a nation,
thet gave nothing but might requize all that a man possessad
unto his very life; thie vos the ides of the State. iAn
actuslity, it wes centered around men, was based on material
goods, and was concernsd primarily with m&fﬁmﬁmnﬁam 8
By the end of World Wer II thon, Spring was a changed
wane. He had mmm fufm his lifa's work of mwspam

55%3;; PPe 35?#5& $ﬂm§” e 2G4,
FTimag., pe 265, *®1bid., pps 72-40
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reporting to bocome a full~time novelist. After balng &
city man for fifty yosts, he moved to & home in the
country. These changes wese somewhat superficial; the more
fundamental c¢hanges were in Spring's oubspoken views on wat,
govearnment, &wimﬁm and religion. Have he pleaded for
the right of the individusl o discent, to make his own way
in the world. He urged more responsibility for the Church
and for the private citizen, Lastly, in a world whore the
very words were heresy, he reminded men of sacred values,
tradition and the importence of loving God and ane's fellow




WARQ SPRING*S ?B%W“ Y m ﬁm mw
MAJOR EWWMM

U7 Phe preceding chopter dealt with the deepest conw
victions of Howsrd Spring, the man. For Howard Spring,
‘the novalist, these ideas naturally formed an Aimportant
part of his books. His strong characters valued tho
things the author cherished and spoke agalnst what the
author opposed, Jorrespondingly, the waak charactexs
- choge careors as poilticiang or mmmm or were men
of bigoted religious views.

¥While it is not the purpose herein to present 4
synopsis of sach novel, perhaps a brief explofation of
typical characters presented in each story will be
helpful as & means to undeprstanding the type of criticism
Spring nade. Unlike some mesle suthors, Spring five times
‘used a woman ss his waln character. Neverthelesay the
same parsonality tralts are found whether the character
was man or womane Basically, sach of these characters was
woll, but informally, educated and had a deep apprecistion
of some form of art, A couple of them wers writers, twd

33
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- ware artists, one an aﬁtreﬁaex A type of supporting
character often used by Spring was the unmarried elderly
‘scholar or governess who tutorad snd was a major benefector
of the young here.? Thare was alse the young man of upper
elass background who became disillusioned, end sonetimes
digzipoted, in the yoors sfter World War I when his idesls
folled to it the world in which he lived.?

Wars found a place in all of Spring’s novels in one
form op anwthaﬁy aaﬁauaa some of the novels begen in the
inte Victorian ers, the Boer War received some, dbut not
much, attention. Genecally, his references to the Colonial
conflict waxa<ﬁﬁﬁd Lo xmﬁ%nﬁ% his sentiments on English
greed and a tendency to seek political Justification. The
Boer Wer, he continued, was fought for weslth in the form
of disnonds snd gold. No one was interested in farms but
u&th a fortuns at s%&&e, ona e@ﬁiﬁ &a&&ly ﬁxad.ﬁauaaa Qar

‘ ;ﬁawafa $ﬁﬁ$ﬂgg g&g&g&;g;;; iaaw ﬁbﬁkﬁ ﬁanpar &
Brothers, 1961); Howard ﬁpr&ngpng dgx,ﬁanz (New York:
The viﬁing Press, 1939), Heresfte a8 Spring, My Song
Howard Spring, ﬁaahﬂi.awain«~£ﬁaw‘w¢£kt Hiliman«Curl, ?nﬁﬁ.
1936); Howard ﬁﬁt. : ; {ﬁhW‘¥bﬂk# ﬁévﬂu&
Friaﬁe$ 193&3; How f~;;

Qﬂawaru 5wring, Th e |
Harpoer & Brothers, 1951), ﬂﬁrﬁﬁfﬁﬁx cited a& ﬁgmiﬁg, aaﬁgegg
me an: 'h&_{&ﬂt.(ﬁﬁw Yorks aaryaw &

Howard Sprin 4
ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ&?&ggﬁ'h‘ iCET an Jpring, ! imw ’
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: Ny o m’w& An eminent businessmen sald, *I dontt
understand these so-~¢slled statesman. Troubloewwhat a word
to use obout a pack of Hoer farmers! One dosen't sllow
. people like that to cause trouble, - One Just wipss them
_out, and takes over."® iHowever, for the sake of publicatien,
the mumm must be sble to justify his courss of action
und moke his cause geam sacred. In genoral, Spring's
cheracters had no interest in the war and sew 1ittle resson
- to question stated government policy. <Mm,amg the war
. was & long woy from Sngland S G
- In The Houses In Betwsen, Spring made use of the
most elaborate litorsry device to.be found in any of his
novels. The device was the concolt or extendsd metaphor,
and the subject was the illusory propertd pes
people think of the reign of ’%ﬁw&a an m&mﬁ an sge of
wamaa and peace, but using the analogy of the Crystal
Palace, &yx&wg demonstraked that this wae not so.  The
Palace was to be a palace of peace whare ald nations could
congregate in harmony. Yhat was one of the first hopas to
‘b shattered sinde no forelgners attended the grand @mnmm
: 'm a &wmﬁmmt&m Wi, tha mzme ma %13. tha @md

4&@2‘5&95 & Son, @# 14&#
Sspring, Houses, pe 388.

All The mg {(Hew w&rm Haepme
1387 “Wer 23% Tited as Spring,
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intentions, all the tsrrible inability to do what ought to
bea danegﬁ?
the Crystal Palace Aif it waan't for the housas in b@&mﬁamgﬂa
Always the materisl concern was Detween the viewesr and the
vision. Finally, in 1938 whén ale reld protection trenches
oware constructed in Hyde Park, the digoers unearthed frage
mehts of the broken glass which the author used to suggest
the once more destroved hopes for prace.

A song current at the time want, “You could sae

The Victorisn era of peace was illusory; the troubles
were always there: in the Crimes, in the Indien wutiny, in
Africa, in Chin
explosive shells were all perfected by peace-loving maen

s in Bgypt. Iron ships, machine guns,

during these ysars, but it was the troudles and the modern
war maeh&naavtﬁaﬁ he felt England aaiwhxa&a&‘in‘ﬁna‘ﬁuamn*a
Diswond Jubilee, "And this was the long #&&tmr&an afternotn
and golden avening.”® ®he only change from then to World
War % was that the ﬁraubiﬁa were a little closor o home,
and thers was m@aa Chande of the entire world beling aﬁgulfa&
iﬁ:hhakaaaﬁiiaﬁ.raﬁhnr than its being localised in & section
of a single wanﬁinaa&»xﬂ The Crystel Palace held implicit
in its existence = promise that the pro~World War I world
with all of its gzittn:. proaperity, and progress would
continue o expsnd, but that promise proved to be ss hellow

as the Palace 1ﬁﬁﬁ1£¢1i

?&;x’ing, % DUSeS, De A glhiﬁu

S

®1bid., pe 395,  rbida.  lrmed., p. 446,
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The Crystal Palace was go delicate gven a litele

. tramor could damage it, and World War I proved to be much
mora then it could withstand. By March 1814, z Menmber of
Parlismant saw “in & Cobinet quarrsl and a shifting of jobs
no gure sign wf & M&mg war, but he 414 guspect thot somes
thing was in the offing snd felt that he had bettor be
prapayed. 42 mt still in June, people scted as though
mzm.ng; was mag,fw The parties and the galety continued
theough the *cipe ironic besuty of thet eutumn” that
followed ona of the most glorious, never-to-ba-forgotten
m:mwmm.

Prior w the war, the atmosphere in Dngland, as
presented in éﬁwmzz*a novels, wis one of optimism. HNo one
had any awareness of the lmminence of w:*m
"de had been m lulled with the dresm of progress, the New
.Jerusalem come down from heaven, that xsi_g%ht up to the brink
of the chasm wo went on with no real helief in our hearts.
that the @ath&rimg clouds would Wmﬁu“lﬁ
businessnan mﬁ,@hﬁ spealk of war and try o warn his friends,
lm!; it wan ummgaa ﬁmpm mamm o ”;;siw as umai n1?

An international

"nggn Po é&%« mmmm ppe A5GwTs

3"%;::&::@* Azmour, pe 211
33&@&1:&@, & & wfl@ ﬁ&xg' Pa i

 8yovard spr These Lovars Fled Away (New Yorks
Harpor & Em‘mmm %9?%), IS8 RRRED 2280 avay, {New Yorks

A7 ﬁm“&ﬂg* m @Qﬁj P 4503 sSpring, m; pe 197,
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If somgons had intimated that, in fackt, the Germans hated
the EBnglieh, he was ccoffed at ond ﬁi&#&i&avaﬁ*33 A bishop
at an Anglo-German dinner in Maecch 1513 could say to the
wife of a Member of Parlisment; "After all, we and you have
one grest salutary bondi we are Christian natlons. In
that Fact iz the suraety that we shall seo what in our hearts
we all desires pesco on esprth,; good will to nens"*? 1
general, the pre-World War I naivete could lead a Member of
Porliament €0 say thel the esitustion wan not s crisis but
Just a m&sgpéeraﬁmnﬁing that needed only to be clearsd up
in mtﬁmr‘ka'praaerﬁa @@ﬁ@a.zg Aftar all, it was slmply
another continental Europesn assassination,2d
Bven as the situation became more grave; an infantry
lieutonant could still say that sunmer mensuvers for the
territorials were a &a#k and that there was no reason to
take them gseriously. Some might dsclare that war was
imssnent, but he did not believe it.°? Por nim and for
England, that beautiful autunn of 1914 proved to be not the
promise that the crisis would be past by Christaas, which

the fa&la wwrm sﬁt& it waa, hua was &nakmaﬁ a b&ned&atianaaa

3??’”"‘3% Zhese Lovers Pled Away, ppe 1712,
19$9ﬂiﬂ§ guses, p. 450,

205oward sm‘mg, w&am ol mw Yorks Harper
& Brothers, 1957}, p. 10%. mrad?fﬁk ted as Spring, Winds.

211bid., pe 58, 2230ring, Houses, ps 453,

2

dde, P 462,
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War was a word, mot o zwa;&%y, to the people in
1914, Having hed 1o aaparianamfwimn,it,:thﬁg found it
2% A Gorman-Englich doctor cynicelly

sursned up the war fesling whan he gald, YA war comes when
25

extromaely exciting.

it is wantsd. What excuse is made iz & smsll point.*
Wﬁt&ﬁ‘%a& I was not declared in defense of the rights of
the small h&ﬁi@ﬂs or to combat a threat to internstiensl
labor sa Spring said pany belleved; it was pan's orime

26 and made no sonse except in this, that man

against man
sreated the conditions of war snd so munt suffar the rosults
of his oun sinzs He could not, in honeoty, blame anyone
but himeelf for what had happened,??

| World War I was “s gulf of horrer®®® bearing no
relation to the previcus *fow heckic yauwawﬁgﬁ In ¢the
trenches, amang all of the war pavaphernalies, would be a
qrama&haaa &0 %hﬁlﬁﬁiéﬁﬁﬁﬁ aould play the populer tunes
from back homew-tunes that sounded funercal repressnting
as thay did the "deep guality of lcoms and longing® of the
Ware 30 &aav&w xmmm éuty fu&niﬁhﬁﬁ tm@~aa1g raapﬁt& ﬁh&

3“&;&:’1:&;}, 2ima, Pe iag 33}1&&@, Be *334»
26,
Pame Is {433

Viking vwm, ard 38509 200 15, 4he Jour (New ¥9rky Ihe
Spring, Feme.

275pring, ACEOUL, De 232

Bapring, My gon, pe N7 Tapring, Armour, pe 175

IW0gpring, Hy Son, pps 382, 384.
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young fighters ever got and fosrmed the "bilght remembered
patehos betweon stations of the crors."3* While the wacw
tine parties provided nocossary smusement, the tragedy waes
that many of mm ymwg men who pastied would noon be blown
o bits. Thus, & sense of doom W@ﬁm all t:m wagtime
@m;mmiwmwﬁa

War posters made gay London macabre as, in Spring's
words, they "invited tha sheep to the sawiﬁim&m he
call of *Your King and Country Need You” made it slwmoest
impossible for & man to resist; so they came, all varlaties
of men united in the desire of each to look 1like e good
militery mane®

A man might cheer in the excitament of the adventure
when war broke out and cheer in relief when poace was
restorad; hs could make tm same response to opposite
ccourrences.>> But during the war he could meke *the most
hateful confession « « » that man has yobt nads on the
earthe s « » @@xm 157 when lighted windows, the loveliest
synbol of peoceful men dwelling guietly about their hoarths,
are put out, w36

Much more than tha synbolle lights of Englizh hones
wore put out in wmm ﬁw e 'xm vaLy :u.eghm M mrx*ss mew

e

glzhiﬁt; e &&34& 32 5{&&‘3&‘3@, !‘g ﬁﬁg peo 468,
335oring, By Son, pe 472, g pring, Argour, pe 208.
35 &Wﬁ%; m OBy Do 541, 36 Bitley Da 472
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cossed to gleam, and ﬁi@&l&ﬁ&&@nmént.h@ﬂmw@ the sumsation
of the postewar world. The firat to know the reality of the
war “with its consequences of poverty and Unemployment and
mizery throughout the &ari&; 1ts f&i&w§a<ﬁﬁ do what it said
it would dowsthes wapy ﬁ@ end wmx“a? wuws ﬁbm s&id&aﬁa whex
had won the victory. They became the 1£vun@ mnecka of the
er; The ymaag.man of hope, @w&ghﬁ_ﬁﬂ#nw&? fun, and promise
returned after the war "transmpgrified by £ilth and wounds
of body end spirst:"?® Their world, unresl se it was, had
Rl anﬁ,a&%ﬁaﬂﬁ had coms ¢o replace it, The Fforfunate

. ones wars blessed by baving a disability penzion which was
_encugh to keep them housed and fod.?® Other vetarans were
forced to- disavow their pride and hawk ribbons and lscos
from door to door, and unless they vore thelr sodals to
prove their valor in the country's hour of need, no housew
wife would buy their frippery wares.’® Then these neroes

- of 1918, who ay 192& “wore alrveady nsbional nulsances and
b@ﬁéﬁgﬂéi would be forced to take & handout in order to
keup from starving,3® There was no place for them in the
world which they had ﬁaﬁéﬁpég

Mspr1ag, Winds, pe 161.  3%sprang, Agmour, pe 175.
39gpring, Tigs, p. 228.

0spring, These Lovers 5 Fled AuBy, Pe 358,
ﬁl“pring,.gggggﬁ, Pe 486,

dzsm’&mz. ‘i‘he‘aﬁ% Lovers Fled m, Pe 358,

43, M‘, pv 338,
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The "Age of Gin" was & phrase often used to describe
thae world of the twenties. Many people felt that since gin
was cheep and was the usual bevearage of &%&wawmaﬁ prior to
the war, that there was a certsln fitnoss in having gin be

the ﬁ&#@aﬁary ingredient in &ﬂ@&kmﬁiﬁ@éﬁ

Now averyons gave
‘8 cocktall party that was all "wulgarity and nonsense that
often aank.ma something wﬁra«¢“ég Mo one sntertained friends
graclously st éﬁnﬁ&r parties as people had been asccustomed
to doing bofors 1914.%¢

The yosrs 1920-30 were also called the "inebriated
dacado.” Th¢¢n§h the death of good man, the Bright Young
Things galned their frsedom o live in ain and drunkenness
47 A general feeling of disregard for
police authority or for the law pervaded thelr childish
pranks, their am&nhia@ and their use of barhiturstes. ne
young man of the fast London set commented in wonder when
he net tw dacent young g&wia,‘s alrls whose mothers still
cernd whers their dasughters were, whom they were with, and
what they were doing.d” BDoth they snd theke daughters had

and the haze of dope.

bacons quite rare. Youtyg people of the intervar years
claimed they knew how to make bettar worlds but struggled
ineptly at making botiter ilives for thomselves. Their only

“*&p&&ng,igggggg, pe 487 ﬁﬁﬁp@iﬁg; Tiow, ppe 2834,
46spring, Houses, p. 487. $7spring, Armour, p. 243,
48spring, X Mot A Lady, pe 111,

49spping, Time, ps 206.
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grend was belng up~to-date though they-m@uxd not remenber
the nane of yesterday's ﬁﬂi&ﬁﬁm$ﬁ

In 1890, & man could live 5 good life with relatively
' few woriies; before 1914 such & life was possible.”* Those
who were self-made prior to the w&ﬁ.ézélﬂﬁt hava the
problens. to contend with ag 414 those young men whom the
war knotked ﬁ@xgiﬁﬁ&agﬁﬁ These disillusioned souls turned
to alcohel and dope to replace lost war buddies.>® Spring
had compassion for those of the "lost generation® and said
with feeling, ™(od help youth without herces.">® It was
thase pecple, vatersns of the fighting and the front line
ald statlons, who rofusad to have any children to be connon
fodder for the next war, whenaver it ammmuﬁﬁ

What & "gulf thore 3o betwaen 1914 and human history
aver . &hmaawww% Spring declared. Something fine and
dacent ended ﬁh@n and has beon kegiamﬁa~§y*an “increasingly
taatelsas wwraau vmmpla‘m&th taste couldn't £all intoe the
barbarism mhat;ia sinking us. 37

%Mﬂ ppe 37234

Slgpringy I Met A Lody, pe 430,

S2gpeing, -Pime, p. 227,  53Imad., p. 228,
S4spring; I Met A Lady, pe 297.

853prang, Rachel Rosing, pe 180,

$€gpring, Armour, p. 248.

$7spring, Houses, pe 256.
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The postewar world was supposed to enter a new
Rensissance where there would be no more war, and reasson
and business would be triuwvphant. Yet in London, one found
oo auch ey &nﬁ congestion to be able to enjoy this
Renalssance. Aaﬁﬁ one found slse s& o prophet of the new
gra the fat, bhrusque, hanorless kuaiﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁgﬁﬂ

This new world had to be industrial, for thers was
no returning to any form of an agricultursl soclety aftes
the war. ’xaﬁaahry laed o & highar cost of living through

59 and to increasing competition bebtween nations,

tanas
competition that rudned international relations and ecoupled
- men's minds elimineting a@gm#&wn&k&aﬁ for guiet and conteome
plation.°
wha.@axaé@x,ﬁﬁ the times was that not only were men
absorbed inxiﬁiarnati@uai affairs, but alse they wers blind
to the conditions in other countries: Sagland refused to
acknowledge khﬁ&-thaxa waa anything wrong in ﬁu@%@ﬁeﬁx
Spring, as a newapapartan, perhaps felt more daeply the
trials of the task of swakening a country. 1In Time and the
Hour, he chose the work of & crusading reporter as & moans
of showing Baglandts stupor until the gvents of 1939 shocked

her into sction. Por this reporter, Prance "was a glittering

3Bspring, I Het A Lady, p. 297,
598pring, Houges, p. 455.
E0spring, I Met A Lady, ps 301s
61spring, Time, pe 362.
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coach that would turn into & rotten pumpkin on the midnight
stroke of doom."%2 Saying such things in print earned hin
the status of persons non grats in Prance, and his paper
g@aﬁgiqauﬁ hin to xtaiyg ‘anXhaiy, thie reporter scciden-
tally killed an Ttalian fascist: The body Lay untouched in
an alley; no one would go near 4t becausa interfering was
ﬂaﬁgﬁﬁ@ﬁ$¢ Suéh deaths woere freguent in Italy and bothared
the vié&&mw and his neighbors ne more than the sqguasbing of
en insect. Hearing of such incidents, the English refused
to take &&aww$\indm@ﬁ, sone men still @mﬁf@&a&ﬁ to respect
ﬁnaﬁazzniygg

A new and much sought asslgnuent scon cswe to this

reporter; he was sent to Gernmanys If people woulid not
believe Muscolini was o thrast, tha reporter reasoned, perw
haps Hitlor's Germony would frighten them since he was
cloger € h@mﬁgﬁﬁ Germany, for this ceportor, was *a hell
on escth, & wa#ld paonled with distorted heasts.: « « «
Hothing ia sefe there that is decent."®%  guch statements
led to the recsll of the writer becsuse England could not
afford to antagenize e nalghbor &tmtnaﬁﬁ Same in England
falt Ritlﬁﬁ wﬁ#,&h&gﬁﬁﬁ»ﬁhm‘wmrxd how & strong stote should

&7

be governed;™ others wanted a powverful Germany o2 a

821h1d., pe 343 - 631ni4,, p. 363,
$&th Po 364, &ﬁimiﬁq ¢ Do 3%
6630380, pe 421, 671pid., p. 436.
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Russian buffer.°° Pew pooplo reslised what kind of cone
ditions theiz noachalonce sncourageds At o time whon
university~educated Jows were doing menial work in Sngland
ia,raaawa,iar a h@van,ﬁg a l@@g~iﬁ¢f@éﬁ&éﬁﬂi§~&ﬁkﬁﬁ the
reporter if aﬁwa uﬁrﬁ @t&&& being parsecuted &n ﬁh&a modarn
woria,”® -
On.his return, the reporter went to his publisher, o
man of substontisl influence, to try to get someone to
listen. The publisher later rocounted that,
Joe says be's /Hitler §57 the most dengerous, and
he alrost wont on bias kness begging me to stsrt
. @»raammamaﬂ% ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&i@ﬂm That wouldn't half quear
* pitch. Why the Labour chaeps would start
‘#ﬁathin iiﬁm Hitler himself, and I can't see
ggg wwx aa adther waxxying'ﬁméar that bannop
woag the yub@&ﬁhmr*a concise sumsation @f the officiel and
unofficial English sttitude,

What this reporter had tried to convay in 1938 wes

thats
Theyt Aall over the world They were amming into
their own, the anonymous They, the nobodiss, the
heodlun ﬁaum with an iteh for the power their own
capacities could never give them. 50 They opened
their oeagre pive linen € the boundless givers of
avil power and this flowed through them, through
miilions of them, ennobling thg@ with the senge
that They weres mmn of destiny.

The ragartar raviewed the Surcpsan situation, when telking
to a close friend aad aa&a& what ﬁau&é.mna man 4o to combat

i

ﬁaggxaﬁ, pe 394, ﬁ?zgagk, pe 346, ’?gggg;
?XM*S pe 370 ?gmmr P 37?*
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the disintorost and the colsszel nonchalance of the English
who requested politely thet he not rock the boat. ® Spring
statéd fiatly that *the Gnglioh capscity Ffor shutting their
oyes %411 they £ind somoone poking them out As phenomenol.® ®
Typleal of ﬁ&hﬁta in Englond was &n @mmm magnata

uho said that dictotors could feast on thelr oun words. As
. dong as British trade was healthy, Sngland hod no worries,
and she could forget sbout Buropo. Chomberlein applauded
this speach while an avent garde publicotion doplored it.
LBy late summer of 1937, this some industriaslist wes perfoCte
ing a five year Pplan for srmement manufscture in Englond
and boping he would have that much tine. Part of his motive
was practicsl profite, but st lesst in reolising thuat there.
would soon be a market for munitions he was more fage-sighted
than the government. |

. Chamberlain prodused ®posce in our time® which was
essontially the same ideslistic statesent made ot the opening
of tho Crystal Palace. Thore were s few whot

wondorad whether that poor wellemeaning follow

the Gadhouse wes seaked in DOtrol and the' lunatics

wore steiking matehes all over the place, you could

stop the blazse by signing s plece of paport The

world was full of covenante and agreements and
pacts and charters, leagues, mm? el ttess and coh

‘ventiona; bub there vwas no compunion, and.without
that, what ﬁm -wil the rent of it sattors’

o

75

st
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- Bven, 3pring ssid, an sigbteen yesr oid boy could
know that by 1938 appessement would not stop Bitler andg
become furicus with Chambarlain and the pest of the goverine
nent for zobbirg him of his future and telling him he must
fight thelr Wu 7% His pas
pimilar bitternens. &my were about o enter the thisd
war in thoir lifetime to once nmore £ight a war to end wars '?
Sarajevo wag the pebble that bogan the “landslide whose
rotks, wWith more and moge vehamencs, are hwiling shout
us,*®®  yoria War 11 became the war as the promises of the
poasce oOf km mm Wy wers mwmﬁ* The only thing nan

seemed to huve learned in the mesntime was how to bonb
82

enta' generation reflected s

more @ﬁwi«mtw»
If World Wor ¥ was followed by dlsillusion, World Wer
I3 brought bitternass and cyniclsme. There were the same
‘fools who thought in spriag of 1040 that it would oll be
owar soon, the ssm:a despair as the werm lights of howes and
villages want aut: agm&mw Sut this war came mucth closer
to the lives of the average citisens. Identity cards wero

mﬁmm w 411 m&pﬁ one old i%y who mﬁwzwi = mmﬁ.n ¥4

- pomcasiniponn

73:&;%&“@, I m A La _“gy;, Dpe S?Mq;

T9xbide, ppe $01-3e 80spring, Acmouc, ps 201
81spring, Winds, p. 62.

82spring, I Mot A Lody, pe €39,

B3spring, Armour, pp. 387, 401,
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individual.®® Indecd, "one was asked to sdnira the orderly
lives af the troglodytes in the tubes® s they re-establiszhed
sociaty mmma.% Even as one traveled, one sow
evidences of the preparstions made to resist Gesman landing
partics and sew childeen playing ameng the trucks and basbed
“wire, 8% One alpo saw familiar towns like Plysouth come
down in mﬁ.naﬁ” I€ ond complained too much, one might be
rmﬁnﬁw that the iﬁngmah tﬁmmima had besn systematically
xax;mg wanksg the country's heritage before the wor. The
Germans m&iy dagtroyed at a greater rate of .w@aﬁ{% g
tzuction, waste, and wenton spoilage asccelersted until even
"men, more and more, wers batoming indistinguishable from
materisl, meore expendable sturg, B9 A funersl for ono
soldier had to compensate for others who were blown to bits
and could not be recovered to be buried.?® As compensation,
. medals wers passed out wholesale until one man turned his
down g0 that hs maagm be the only W Aaft in &ngim without o
the O. B. B,%F

Bvan while the war was being decided, plans for peace
m tim maw Wm WL bmg ﬁmm uzzr wimuut @ »«».«« - as

ik piee i o

‘Msgmi:sgg_ fHouges, p. 539, %3533@:'&:&4;* mgﬂ be 388,
861bid., pe 412,

87apring, These Lovers Pled Away, ppe 476«7.

Blspring, Armour, p. 3983 Spring, I Met A Lady, p. 436,
895pring, Armous W1bide, pe 416.

Pigpringy I Met A Lady, p» 4423 Spring, Agmour, p. 390.
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to who would pay the expenss of theme® After celobrating

peace in 1945, many pecple found out that the cost ﬁf-ﬁﬁﬁﬁa_
was reckongd as tha‘ﬁa&twu@tiaﬁ of half of th@.wmw&dggg
However, pesce this time would be kept not by promises but
by arms and fear of destructive retaliastion for an overt
gﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ ﬁii fhiﬁ was part of the price of peace! “the
tims when, sowHe e you resp the benefits of war, and
others thet ymﬁ pay the price of &t»“gﬁ

The Crystal Palace had been a promise of pon working
together for a @@x§aﬂﬁ warlds. In 1945, therae wus na»pwﬁfaet
world, jusg the sams man and women with their virtuss and
their vices, still trying to vork ﬁu@ﬁtﬁ&twga

g gaﬁmmg TNy Pe 39@& gzxm§t$ Do 424
Qﬁgg duay Do 421
93&9:&&@, Zhess LﬂWﬂWﬁ rs Do 4734  See also
Howard Spring, A ¢nnmak ﬁkt Horper & Brothers,
1953), ppe 52-37

96spring,

‘lﬂ&ﬁﬁngﬁﬂ 550,




CHAPTER XIX

HOWARD SPRINGS PHILOSOPHY IN HIS HOVELS
HAJOR SUBJECTSw-RELIGION, POLITXCS, AND SLUMS

Clergymen and churches appeared in most of Spring's
novels and recoivad more criticism than plaudito. Roman
Catholics, Anglicann, ond Hethodists gained an ecual share
of his attention. The major portion of his criticisnm
focused on the higotry and selferightecusness ofton found
in formal #ﬁ3£g&ang put he always portraysd the minister
or priest who éaﬁgﬁ primacily for the nesds of his
parishicners aﬁ& others as an adoirable character.

nw;cggﬁggg@ two mindaters woere juxtaposed, one

a kindly old man and one an image~-conscious youngster.

The older mlaagymaﬁ wag wellwsatisfled to témmkm in a
ﬁan%ka&taxfsiﬁm'ahutan inatesd of seeking o bhishopric,

for it wos his idea that he could bettar minister to the
poor if ke remained smong tham.? This man's door was always
left unlstched a0 thot anyona in need of counsel, whather a
church membar of not, might feal free to come in and talk
at any time. Cherity, he said, sas easy; he had given away
& fortune. Xt was the giving of oneself to please God that

Iowsrd Spring, Hard Facts (New York: The Viking
Prass, 1944}, pp. 8, 54, 75,
53
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was difficult.’® Conditions in the parish eppalled the

younyy cleric who casme to share the older man®s duties,
Chureh membership hed decressed and fow people continued

to obacrve the propear rituslistic fﬁfmﬁua

Appeaatances
were important to the young matr 43 he sourted the favor of
the femsle @aniaﬁ&aaﬁwa so that they would come to his
ehurch and bring their mmﬁﬁy¢$ He carefully concealed the
£uet that he had dnvested in and was writing for a penny
nouspaper becauss, though he liked the incowme, he felt
contempt for cheap janraalxam~5 Never did he bacome
scquainted with the hulk of parishioners,® for wost of them
could not ha&p hinm realize his ambition of becoming s
m&ah&p*?

A similar dichotomy was apparent when Spring wrote
sbout Catholic priests. In Shebby Tiger, there was one
priest so determined to prove publicly thet his church had
the mest members that he kept a parade of small children
walting three hours in a Manchester rain storm. If the
children went home, then the Catholic aamwaatxatian would
be spaller than the one of the nmglican& on the gyaviaua

&I:bid’* Ppe ??“3’ 36; 3&&&66’ Pe 750
‘m" PP ﬁ?j 69'* 35»
Sibide, ppe 67mB, 77, 8l-3.

ma » D» 213

"8owerd Spring, Dunkerley's (New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1%?)' PPw 3&*’ s Gly -y 4G
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Monday.® ©On the other hand, in Pape Is The Spur, thare was
& poor country priest who loved his personal comforts but
was quick to aid anyone who needsd hin, sven to the giving
up of his own hot meal o another while he himsel? dressed
to face & bliszzard bscause he had been called on a parish
exrvand.”? -

Methodists, or Wesleyens 25 Spring often referred to
them, wers usually partrayaa an not guite as respectable as
Angi&aansxg because thelir congregations lacked the traditions
and long histery of the estadblished church. If one wanted
to be amongst the proper company when one antersd Sod's
prasence, then he went to a chapel for the upper class, one
whare the offering plate was lined with £falt to nuffle the
eclinking of sonsy in God's hnuﬁanix Ky@ﬁ@#isy'ﬁmané tha
Wesleyans appeared in the lay preacher who spoke of love in
a Sunday sermon and then went home and, on general principles,
beat his &a&g&@a&mgla Salf-rightecusness was svident when s
city preacher sought out the theater people in his parish
bacsuse they, belonging to & wicked profession, must need
him more eﬁan»aﬁh&r ﬁa¢91w**3' He was sided by a redoubdtable

S5pring, Shabby Tiger, pp. 156, 159.
Pspring, Houses, pps 267-8,
10speing, Fame, ppe $6-7. Lispeing, Time, pe 22.

125pring, A Sunset Touch, pe 126. See also 3pring,
’&“im, e 139,

I3sprang, Time, p. 193,
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female Ywho 4id things, and had been & plague among Che
poor of the parish for years, inspecting their teeth and
" tonsils and deploring the strange foods they %ﬁﬁm”za Bath
the parson end his sssistant were suspicious of tha motives
of a young émrata who acknowloedged that he anjay@ﬁ,x&ia»*ﬁ
This curate waz oventually given s 1iving in a slum sres
‘parish. When his spiritually impoverishad parishioners
#@u@h&‘hﬁﬂ aﬂv&aa,ﬁh&‘&muig only tell them that they must
‘uaﬁwﬁhﬁﬂt common sense, for An coming to him, they showed
him that thelr conscliences had already provided the
iooked-for ﬁﬂ3W§ta Moroover, he sald he was surprised when
paople axpressed 2 longing for tha Becond Coming affter
making such a mess of the Pirst,. He knew that as & result
@%ﬁﬁwhﬁﬁlwypﬂaaﬁ% to his duties and theology that Hé Wiuld
never be called to o bishopric, whxaﬁ\gisaaad h&memiaéiy.iﬁ
Church manbers often reflected the attitudes of thelr
ministers. Most striking was ﬁhﬁ instance of an unwed
pother whe had taken a job as housemaid becsuse nothing else
was available. ﬁmw unmeoried status was discovered; she ves
sumtiarily fired and with her ohild was instructed to be out
wf the hauﬁa~bg the time her employer returned from church.
wa@ godly woman did not wish to sncounter something unclean
when she xmtuwaaa from being purified in Ged's house, The

141p1d., pe 195, 151psd., pe 196.
161bide,y ppe 21dmS5e
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young mother fled and by accident stumbled into a Wesleyan

chapel where a lay preacher and his sister offered ber and

her baoby a place to sbay as lonyg as ﬁmﬂ&a&ar¥¢17
Bypocrisy was further evident among church members

w%a,haat~raaaic££rant children for committing the sins of

playing football, denting, or resading something like

Bic wﬁi,Jﬁagﬁgé.an a Sundays Children lesrned nothing but

dissimilation, for beatings taught them to conceal, not

cease, tholr a&&iviti@ﬁ~ig Some progress had been nade, in
Bpring's opinion, when a merchant was allowed to do business
on a Sunday iﬂéﬁf&$r to provide food for his %mm&lygxﬁ Qne
of Spring's ahafamtﬁxﬁ zatd, *I know lots and lots of

Christiang, worthy chalrmen of bosrds of directors and such
iike, who would serve sn even worthier purpose as lion-meats

Spring gave skine~deap Christionity shord sheift.
John Wesley, whose preaching was responsible for the

w20

Hethodist movement, sald that a man liked to think of himseif
ag & great a&nﬁﬁw s that he could ba great in something.
Wesley, therefore, persuaded men to see themselvas this waye
Then the sinner could prostrate himsel? in gricf and obtain
MOXCY . ﬂatnaﬁiﬂm.graw B8O wap&dly that 1ay-yr¢aah¢r& and

1ecel chapels had to be estabdblished &o look &ﬁtﬁ&‘wﬂﬁlﬁy‘ﬁ

converts. a4

1?$@xin§, Tame, pp. 32-6.  Bspring, Armour, p. 107.
Y9spring, Zime, p. 266. “Cspring, I Met A Lady, pe 114
23pring, Houses, . G4-5.
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Bveryone went to church in those days. By 1943,
procious few were attending thase -&hammw AS BaD'S COMhm
passion and understanding declined so gid church member=

ship.?? The church became s dead-slive thing hampered by
‘mcnm&ariy pawm@nega who wonld #&%har spand thelr energies
in weiting wmzigigmm works that would n&v&@iwﬁaraaﬁ~aven by
“maat.minast&aa;z‘ Religion, in the opinlon of the middle
., ¢less, hed outlived its usefulness so thoy Cessed to
practice it, a5 Strangely onough, it was among m patrons
‘of a gheap pubk that ond could find the remnsnts of a belief
in God. One boolkic ssid to another, "Anti-Gewd. Wot d'yer
make o that? It's not right, Mos Give the Almighty s
aportint ﬁhﬁmﬁﬁ;_x goy. bheave *im in the runnin', It

looks to me too much like scrstehin’ %h@.favmwita¢“3$

Religion was not the only Sastitution to come under
the fire of Springls pen. Governaent practices and the
conduct of Members of Parliacent vocalved a share of his
attention. whﬁ ﬁ;ﬁ time politician of the ninetesnth cone
. tury wag & straightforvard men. If£ his tenants did not vote
as he thought they cught to, thelr houses were pulled down.

2spring, A Sunset Touch, pp. 3, 62, 148,
23spring, Zhese Lovers Fled Awiy, pe 92.

24spring, All the Day, pp. 1@-9.
ZSgpring, These Lovers Fled Auway, ppe 388-0.
26gpring, Shabby Tiger, p. 245.
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A londiord could openly offor a BS000 stipond and a gseat in
Parliampnt Lo spy man whe would always wvote as his lord
ﬁ&ﬁtﬁmlﬁua?

roliticians wore different than, end, ap for as the
public was concernsd, t;w were supposed Lo obay o riglid,
unreslistic code of conduct. Divarce in 1890 could ruin a
political career, ae the Dilke scandal had proved. 28 Bven
if a Mamber of Parliasnent wos the defondant in o ddvorce
sudt, the public¢ painted all porties with the zame herush,
and he was gullty by sssociations. People had changed thely
views since then, and divorce had caased to be 20 odious
by the tlue Spring wrote, 2%

Politlcs itsolf graduslily changed character &s the
new contury began. A labozing mon who worked hard and had
a bit of luck, if he contributed hwﬂy o the party's
coffers, could expect to bHe knighted. Pew suth men, though,
acquired any sonse of decorum or propricty with their titles;
moast preferred to demonstrate by coarse behavior that they
were *up from mmmgw%

Many of the new politicians were like thieves who
stole with no thought of having to repay later. They knew

*7spring, Houses, p. 330,

%smtmg, 2 Bet A Lady, pe 182; Spring, Houses, pe 358,
®I5pring, I Mot A Lady, De 182,

mswﬁ,ng, Fime, ppe 91, -’95*?‘.
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that & nation's leaders were nover &ﬁﬁ%{@@ prison, It
Hevar would these pardty hacks let old i&ﬁﬂﬁ&-ﬁiﬁrﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬁd&
away. % politiclans were feols who fornver weddled in men's
lives without bedng concerned about the personal hardship
or discomfort ﬁh@y:m&ﬁhﬁ'wmnﬁagaa Spring cslled them "foul
old men of the ses, astride the shoulders of the nations,” %
The mad&wn»ayét@m of %ﬁwatiaﬁ was é good example of their
political sischiefw-making. Throughout history, the law hed
protected privete proparty, dbut now by means of desth duties,
the state could ateal all that 2 san bad while he was still |
warm, 33

These pelf-styled statesmoen wore constantly in a
hurry and tendad to use a standard, mechesnimed epproach to
sbtain answers to problems thot required individual study
and tﬁ@ugkt.gﬁ‘ ﬁémmx had there been oore talking and less
undarstanding smong p@i&ﬁiﬁi&nﬁgﬁy Party politics dedicated
Atself to what peoplo gught to do=—women should vote, the
- rich should be taxed, the poor should work; but people cone-
tinued to do what they eught not to mam Perhsps because

31$pxin@, I Het A &a;y, Pe asa.

32spring, My Son, pe 168«  F3spring, Houses, p. 545.
Mgpring, My Son, p. 165.

3Bgpring, I Het A Lady, pe 428.

365pring, Houses, p. 448,

37spring, A Sunset Touch, p. 151.

38spring, Houses, p. 432.
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nodern politicians had a geondus for "wrapping up the truth
in jargon,”® people becsme immune to the standscd acguments
phrased in the same old terms. The result of modern political
maneuverings was the welfare state whera a generous govern-
ment wwu&ﬁ‘g&vﬁ'ﬁpnay to any ﬁa&iux@uéﬁ To make government
sgencies mound better, they were disguised in slpbabet
namasqal »ut the buresucratic procedures snd red tope remained
unchangads i p
ﬁ&ﬁsanailiﬁitiativa, for all practical purposas,
became 2 lost cause as the government took over the tesk of
telling people what to @ﬁﬁ*a'ma the post-World wWar I world,
most xmﬁaraim@ vﬁ&@r@ma'w&aﬂaﬁ to be self-gufficient. One
veteran, a chawéatﬁg'iﬂ one of Spring's novels, voed a little
- enterprisse and organdzed a housee-painting business. Howaver,
he found that #iﬁhaut a waxk permit be would net Be allowed
to continue in his business. Cuwrrently thers was no werk
permit aveilable so painting remained undone, not for lack
of somesne to do 1€, but for lack of government permission,
The peinter left in disgust, his initistive sapped by
goveriment wagaz&tianaﬁ3
The same conditions of indifference that brought about
the welfare state led o the rise of the Labour Party. | |

3?é@xing,VArmngg, pe 37

40spring, A Sunsat Touch, p. 167.
4lspring, Minds, ps 45,  %2Ibid., p. 295.
433pring, Atmour, pp. 420, 429430,
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Spring wrota about %ha~ﬁif£&¢a1ﬁ early years of the new
party in Pame Is The Spur. Basically, the book told the
story of a young man, Homer ﬁhaw&r@ﬁﬁgéﬁ who ceme from a
Hanchestor a&amfﬁnﬁ who had both a ﬁ&a&%&tvait& words an&
keen political insight. In sany crespacts, this charactes
wﬁﬁzﬁﬁﬁuﬁf tha thengmaﬁ Speing ever created. With great.
ﬁ&a@lﬁ«miaéﬁﬁnaﬁarwﬁ purpose, the young politician realised
his potential end slowly but ruthlescly advenced toward his
goal of becoming a respscted and powerful political figure.
 What ho finai&y~amhimvaﬁ; howevor, was & hollow shell of
his smbitions, o mockery of all that hod any meaning for
him. Un %ﬁavaﬁrﬁamﬁg though narwéa wealthy, his only
Cabinet position was of a lesser sort. He one had enough
confidence in his ability to make him Prime Minister, for
in hip poiitical @a&hiﬁaﬁianw‘h& had calculated the gévanm
tages of too many friendships and allisnces. He was not
consideded & safe man t0o be entrusted with a government,
Fhere had beon such promise in the burgeoning career.
Alene of the political speskers, he had dered to challenge
the esteblishment, and wave a sword which had been captured
at the Faterlico ﬁaaaamw& from a cavalry officer. His
appmax was fantaﬁtim thauqh it took nim B aamma&gn or %wu

44$primg &n%Liﬁh&& Fama Io Whn4ﬂggg§£a January, 19&&.
before S5ir Hartley Shawcrossg | becone & prominent mamhar
of the Labour governments Sir Hertley was a member §

3t. Helong, 1945-+58, and attorney general, 1945-851.
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to win & seat in Parliament. Whﬁnftﬁ%»ﬁﬁmﬁaéﬂiﬁﬁ;wghﬁv
forvor with which he spoke became prostitutad for the sake
of power, ®ah, my friends!” he began bio speeches as he
calied up the listener's sympathy for the poor, deprived,
friondless boy whign in reality he had never been,  He had
never beoan part of the lsaboring poors . When ssked his formula
for success, he ssid that a politician,
R s R e hOdr t) DA Rt e I axpart 5t orpdaiing
to panic, passion and prejudice, When thase do not
gg;gﬁﬁﬁﬂg must kaow how €0 croate them at hﬁa right
- Yes, &nﬁ&é&,‘“ké~ﬁauza g0 thet gsort of €hindgs + « » ﬂ&mmn
Shaweross, riding hell-for-leather on his oratorical mount,
didn't give people a chance to think whot he meant. He
was a very @&a&ﬁ pm&iti@&@nﬁﬂﬁﬁ :

ﬁvanﬁﬂgiiy;fwﬂﬁ&«ﬁ& was an old man, he reallsed that
everything ho h&ﬂ.wnskad for had gone sour once he had
sttainad it. In the process of bocoming a aunwnﬁag,ha had
lost the love of his wife snd son and forfeited the respect
of his fﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁw‘ At the end of his coreer, he was & lonely
old man m&gh a title, |

As p&ww&fuﬁ as this chaeracter was, he seened to
epitonise Speing's opinjon of politicians end politics,
Influence, satatus, and the proper aspocliations motivated the
politician, ﬁ#yaax¢n¢y~wua his byword. The deep, spiritual

-

ﬁﬁsytimggf?ama, pe 603,  46Ibid., p. 288,
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rawards of iifé ‘passed him by, Only whan the old man
reconciled m’.th; mg daughter-in«law and found & new purpose
for hic Iife did he becone a wart, likeabls persori.

. he 'wmia of the Labour ?M&y seemed to have been
injured t?wemgh Mng mw@ue«a by politiclans, When fizst
founded, tho mty had concerned Steelf with watters such
as sbsentes landlordism, the right to strike, and the way
in which thoe weglthy lived on interest from poor mon's
t011.%7 Their belief in their cause persistad through
saveral violent physical attaciks, 38

Mm&wﬁw yeara after its founding, the first
Lebour éwwmwt took office, They had danned the wertise
_ Soalition but now discovered that solutions to problems
‘also. eluded them,%? Miners who had struck during the Boer
Woar and World war I remalined unamployed though- they sieply
wanted a zhare of the huge profits that went to the mine
_owners. Considering the wretched condition of the workers
and the wide margin of profit, the plea had a grost degree
of justification,’?

Tuice more, tma Lobour Party come to afﬁ,m» Agaan
it felled. m m&liwe&m t:m md&&am ofF t:m W¢ The

4?Ha&§~; PP 243, 2645, 32545,
A81pide, ppe 258-62,

“31bide, ppe 5167,

S0Ibid., pp. 387, 433, 532, 6045,
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&n@wﬁ closses believed in the Ladbowr Party; whan Labour
ioaders feiled to iiv@ up to party promises, the poor
abandoned both perty and lesders.”®  The people's attitude
expressed Ltself in the little ditty:

To hell with ths toffs, ond to hall with the Caar,
And Ramsey MacDonald, khe Tory hussarsoe

Wheress politicel causes might not he right or wrong, poliw
ticians fought in ﬁhm name of the pooxr who would have been
bottaer off wiﬁbénﬁ thelr self-styled snviors.d3 A

Hearly a&m&y@nﬁwaf amrina‘& novels daalt in some
wny with the iﬁfé and ﬁaﬁéitimnﬁ»mf the poor. 5&i@mm'navw
siun ﬁmmxiagﬁ ﬁ%ﬁ‘éa eloguent a spokeamane. In this ares,
Bpring has h@@# faéatah;y“aﬂmpamad with Charles Dichens;
both of thoem wﬁaw»fxam £irsthand mﬁgﬁxiénca what slun 1ife
was like. h

Not shillings but pennies had to be carefully counted
by the poor.>® A hard-working widow and her brood might
raly heavily ah'tha small salary brought in by the youngast
h@ﬂ@@m&iﬁwi If the ﬁniiﬁ'gat'htaﬁkfaat az part of her wages,
it could mean the difference betwsen whether or not there
would be @ﬁougﬁﬂﬁaaﬁ at home for the rest of the fanily

and anauxé‘ﬁhﬁﬁ‘tha Ilttle ones 4Aid not atawvwggs

Slipid., pp. 639-40, 651, 653,

32spring, ﬁaﬁﬁ’m Tiges, p. 286,

53s5pring, fame, ppe 699-700.

S4spidng, Rachel Rosing, p. 46.

35$grxngﬁ Eame, pe 76; Spring, ¥inds, p. 9.
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The work required of these children seems unbslievable
to readers accustomad to the restralnts of child labor lawss
A housenaid, sge fourteen, could conceivably work sixtesn
hours = day, be on constant call day and night and ba farw&ﬁ”
to eat her oesls at Qﬁé‘h@ﬁﬁﬂgge OF & Eﬁmﬁimg hovae “gkivvy®
might have to haul buckats of water upstairs and down all
day and scrub ﬁaﬁii Qﬁﬁ.hﬁﬂﬁ& were ced and ﬁ@&ﬁk@ddg?

These children slapt in the attic,

The h&t@d.ﬁai@ vere not regarded as individusls by
their employers, for servents who must know and keep their
- ploce wers 3&&& §@%& of the naﬁuraa oxdor of ammiwtygsa Woe
betide the nurse or footman whe forgot his plsce; immadiaste
dismissol without "roferences® could result €rom thoe smallest
iﬁﬁi&@tﬂﬁ&ﬁﬂaﬁg Even for a job faithfully performed for many
years, the wwwaéﬁ on retiremsent in &ll'praﬁaﬁxliﬁy=wﬁﬁla he
negliginle, 50 Perhaps the worst abuse concerned children
who had no ond o guard thelr interests; they could be
hound out and innocently bacom

hate and revenge.S!

¢ instoiuments of someoong olse’s

%ﬁwwgg Hard Facts, ppe 230-1.
$7spring, Tioe, pe 16.
| 58gpring, ¥Winds, pp. 10, 13, 92; Spring, Houses, P
23; spring, Herd Facts, p. 70. |
S9spring, Houses, pe 16. 508pring, Shabby Tiger, p. 197,

6lspring, Dunkerley's, pps 21-B.
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It was nearly impossible, in Spring's opinion, for
tha poor, by their own afforts, €5 raise theilr stetion in
35£0.%%  Though sium doctors fumed, poor families with six
children would have another baby.®® such children, for the
most port, had only the gloomiest of prospects awaiting them,
When theoy appeered in spx£m@*$<ﬁm@mla, 1t was 88 sCavangars
for scraps in the g&ﬁ%@#ﬁa or, with luck, walting in 2 soup
line for a cup of h@athmﬁﬁ Because of the lack of sanitation
and the abundanca of dirt and vermin, children wore aspecie
ally aua@ppﬁ&bla to diseasas one infectious ease in &
neighborhood and half the children would succumb,® Even 1
a ¢hild survived houts of iliness, he might then be too wesk
to endure a ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁiW&QQﬂra It was not unconmon 20 find o
London slum ¢hild clad in rags and frogon t@'ﬁ@&%ﬁtﬁv Those
who ﬁi@vxiva_ﬁﬁvmmnumiﬁy-@uu&&,&maily'ba forced sgainet thelr
own natural inclination into & 1ife of crime or prostitution
as the only available &iv@xgaaaﬁqgg

Countyymen had difficulty understanding sliun conditionsy
the very ides of a fomily having to live in one rool Dew
cause of the high cost of renting & whole house was hasd
for them to comprenond. By the pane tokaon, city

P ﬁ’;ﬁ iﬁ

623?““% Zame, P 1920 $35pring, My Son, pe 89

Sspeing, Dunkerley's, pps 146-7.
@3 gpring, Pame, ppe 147-9,
5%9:@%, Hounes, pe. 383, Mﬂpﬁ‘&n@g AlL Tho Day, De 83.
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London slwss like Bermondsey knew nothing of £ields, woods,
or liveastock, nor ¢ould they form an adequate concept of
what a ferm or forest looked like since no point of refereace
The "L{anominy and uglinese of @nwﬁrtyﬂ?a.mﬁnwgﬁmmﬁ
' Spring, especislly that which ekisted in his buloved
Hanchestar. His first two novels inclided axtanded refer-
ences to Chectham Hill, & Jewish slum orea, Choetham Hill,
 sloping upwerd from the city's industrisl districe, caught
all the w&ndwmgayu dirt and gx&mmqu Gnce the nen &aﬁg
wenlithy by imﬁ%@#ry-haﬁ~haﬁ theiy homes here so that they
could reat cemfortably and survey the sourcae of their
. POwer . ?3, :
! . Rachel Rosing, o young Jewess who had grown up on
and then left the Hill, could not resist returning to take
a £inal look at the place she had fought so doggedly to
The sky was full of proud stars, but the ground
ahﬁuﬁahaxgaxapt w%ﬁh.tng ﬁumm&afaﬁ?mwawgﬁammgrm£
ite desglote destiny. PFrom the central rosd with
- its pinchbeck shops, garnizhed with scraps of dirty
paat or wretched Vﬂ?&tﬁbﬁﬁa or soliled depressed-
loocking clothing, with its grim gfey synagogues
and houses into whese falkeic acid soo¥ bad been
‘wating for generations, thare ran off strect afier
streot, mean, shoddy and decreplt, disrepudable

ribs of that deploreble spine, In all thoss
streets little houses huddled togather, with thelr

693pring, Mouses, pp. 21112,
78spring, Rachel Rosing, p. 24,
73pring, Shabby Tiger, ppe 47«8 721bide, pe 72.
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shoulders hunched and tholr heads benit, thelr eyes
ggi&aﬁ save for o xlit of grudging llght hera and
EXfe o v w
Rachel know Lit, avary nook and corner of (&3 and
she koeaw that wexa it deylight instecd of dark,
there still would be no smelioration in sighty no
trae o shrud or flowar, ao graceful form of o
bullding, no suddan sight of a bough asgalinst the
skys ﬁﬁﬁgimﬁ to eateh away the eye from the stony
hideousness that sprawled upon the hillside for
mile after umaddening miles
She turned to the leoft when she came to the
street where for so long she had kived, It stratched
before her in al) iks dresdful black inanitye o »
 &he walked the entirxe length of the street witk %hm
thought of it in her hesrt like the memory of & foul
dizsease from which ashe hed incredibly sscaped. g
L UanyEhing's fals that beats this. Anything.® g
Then she walked away fron Cheetham HIL1 foroever.

On the Hill, she felt she had witnessed tho absclute worst
kind of live %hat men could create for himsalf. ﬁﬁl?.t%ﬁ
ﬁt&rﬁ @ffmxaﬂ tha fainteat hope o the Jdestitute masoes. -
&hﬁg 1aagixad Rochel o cry ouk that 1life on the Aill was
completaly unacceptable to her. Now several times over,
now, others must spesk with her that they refused to sceept
it estner.’® It was thess conditions that embued har with
a deap desire ﬁﬁvﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁw_ To this ond, @h@«uﬁiziﬁ@& any
m&anﬁ; oy ﬁﬁgﬁéﬁg to achisve her goal of financlael sacurs
&ty;?5 ﬁba.xwai&aaé her anbition but in the process
impoverished her aauio

gy ppe Hwls See also Spring,

73,
Spzing, Rachel Ros:
bbby Biser, 2 % 55y
Mspeang, ghabby Tiger, ppe 95, 98.
"Sspring, Bechel Rosing, p. 236
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Ancoaty and Hulme, 1ike Cheetham Hill, were algo
port of Manchester's sium digtrict. Spring made this ares
4S0und utterly rapulsive, No plants, ho tres, shoud, of
f&awax, would grow decently hera. 76 Indeed, the sol) was
50 bad 1t stenk.’! The alr was no better as numberlces
swooking chisneys had polluted itﬁ%a dnee one had beon ¢on-
taminated by the slum atmospbeore, he felt tha smell of it
would stick forever to his skin and clothing.’® Through
the center of town and the slum distiices flowed that “priver
of scum," the xxwaii;

Cna young man feturned to Manchester o find his
pavents living in Hulme. He sald of tholir house that it
was as black and soul decdening as all the houses thereobouts
and, as 1t was a corner house at & crosproads, you could
1ook in four directions and seo nothing but Lldentical
houses, without gardens, reaching endlessiy into the such
and gloom.#5?  gomeone with a peculisr twlst of mind had
given tho atma&ts names like Sheliey, Byron, Keats, and
ﬁauthayu it waa & pﬂ@k yza&a for 3@&&&#&& ywatﬁ,ga for time

76 |
ﬁ@&iﬂg Hard Pact
Spring, m@&i’h Pe 353 BPELn

ﬁﬁf*ﬂﬁa Armour, pe 120,
Mgpeing, Bachel Rosing, p. 47, ??ﬁgﬁg}, Do 90
spring, shabby Tiger, p. 306,
B gpring, Azmour, p. 119,
B2gpring, My son, p. 8.
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snd again Speing seferred to the "foul gange of dungsons
miscalled o street®®® and riittie shops, 1ittla houses,
1ittle gray, wmaa ﬁk&a@t&.ﬂg& Further similar commenta on
the ugliness of Monchestor slue and the psople forced tw
live in them sprinkled his novelssSd

All Saints Church, situatad in the Hulme-Ancoats
section of aamwhagﬁawg was o local lendmork for its size,
age, and ugliness. Speing called it "God's wost gloomy

tabernacle + » « rearing its corbon moss as though it were
carvad out of the black adsery of Hulme that lay behind it,
¢ » « standing in Lts ghoulish churchysrd clotted with foul
tombotones and withered witchlike shrubs.*®® probaply for
ite ontirve exwistence, it had been a forkidding edifice in e
hideous a&@&ingg@?

oirt that polsoned sir and water and defaced bulldings
seaped intd even the oest csrefully tended houscholds.
Keeping curtalns frosh meant washing them once & weaks
If a housewife neglected her cleaning, floors, wellpaper,
and furniturs vonld soon be f&&thy 8¢ that a %@rﬁﬂﬁlﬂwﬁ

aa

%Mw Pe % “84spring, Agour, pe 33.

@3ﬁpﬁa§; Hard Facts, ppe 1, 38, 75, 231, 263, 266;
ﬁ@,f; pg By 10} Spring, Pame, pp. 17, 18, 62, 63,
-y 3.*5, aw; ﬁgz«x‘&m* Aegle, oo im, m:«s; :agmmg,

%ﬁmn% Shsbby .&ﬁ%ﬁ! Ppe 3488,

87spring, Jumeus, p. 33; Spring, Rogh
Spring, Hard Factn, pp. S8,

88gpring, s Do 59

eedngy pe 1063

;-yt 1ak
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-

person would almoat become 111 at the mers thought of
1iving hhara.ag

Summer or winter, the povorty of existence never
changads Snow for a'fzaaﬁxﬁg instant sight veil strects and
- poofs, but the sun thet highlighted snow crystala also
guickly revealed the ugliness bensath themo¥¢  Summer lacked
even the small redeeming features of winter. As the tem
' pexaﬁ&xarwnsa,.aﬁéza'intanaitxwé, sights became nore dismal,
sounds wore less bearable, snd tempers shortened danger-
ously.”t.

Ona aum@ar deys & buttarf&gﬂaypaﬂsﬁa in Ancoats. The
euchantment of thig axnguiaﬂxy'rata:visitmr made living there
less endurable than ever, for it made & shop boy wonder
sbout the green fields from which it came and envy the
freedon of tha;uingaﬁ~¢réaturey93 Few enough deeams thoere
were Lo Ancostz or Cheetham Hill. Butterflies ware unigue,
and stars seldom were pufficient. Instead, slun conditions
were andemic.s Thoae who mede fortunes in tenement rents
would not aiaa@ up the slums, such less sanctien improvement.
Veanwhile, tnawgaat‘haé to live somewharae.>>

Londen, which also appesred frequently in Springts

novels, possessed similar slus regions. Like Manchester's

Po—

39$prxngﬁ1§§5§3;yﬁeai n ypa 24, S52.

Sspring, Acmour, pe 367, Plapring, My Son, p. 122.
P23pring, Pame, pps 203-4.

933pring, Rachel Rosing, pe 40.
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Chestham Bill, Ancoata, and Hulme, London had Bermondssy,
Chelses, and Camden Town whors the sams kind of houses
flanked the same kind of romantically named but visually
dapreseing streets. It was hot and hunid in summer; cold
and damp in wﬁuﬁe&. 'Nowhers did there exist a bit of green,
. growing fa&iaga Lo r&iiava the ays and please the soul, |
Az far as one ¢au1é ses, wore and more houses sirung out,
all with no fwnnt yard and only o tiny baakyaxd. and all
just a ,lika;..wh@::;vaxzauralgasmﬁatad_thﬁ ant&:a-awanﬁag&
xn.&@nﬁmﬂ,,t¢a§ éﬁm@@ churches se begrimed they discouraged
_ghaatn,,&#iﬁta& &iwty people plagued by envy and .anpuld and
living in dirty streets, and mocked the same contrest of
vs;wmvﬁaaaitiuné aﬁ&~&ﬁvﬁ%¥ spring ﬁaysaﬁﬁ

London m@ﬁpla, of course, added a few refinemonts of
their own. An appallingly typical situstion existed on one
block w&ﬂtart&atm was no running water in the houses and
wnly enng outside pump and one sacth closet 40 serve the
whole h&u@k*9§ »rhara was no gas or elsctricity in the
houses ma.fhaﬁfavﬁﬁ praparing a slople cup of tea was an
iﬂ?@l?ﬁ&'&ﬁ@ﬁé&#»gv, The poor offten had to submlt to the
further &aﬂﬁgniﬁy of having advertisements plastored on the
exterlors of their hﬁu&a&»ﬁﬁ

94.&@321::@;. Houses, p. 298 See also &gx*&szg, ﬁg Son,
Ps 4283 Spring, Rachel ﬂasigg, De 243«

95spring, Time, p. 193; Spring, Houses, p. 384; Spring,
I Met A Lady, p. 218. »

965pring, Houses, p. 218. ®71bid., p. 491,

93$§x$ng; Hard Facts, p. 77
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There was @ second side &0 the story, however, for
some landlords conscienticusly trisd to remedy the situation
by apending meney on improvements. whmn-khm tenants them-
selves undid the ropairs, and the place lookad as bad as
ever with ite dirty curtaine and battered trashcans.

London é&r many people represented a certain type of
alanour, ﬁanaxiatﬁnt in rural villoges or loadustrisl towns.
But London could deceive a vizitor, for beyond the elegant
Bond Streot shops existed sowe of the worst slums in Sngland.
In thy #avarty aﬁaa of Chelsea, plaguas notified tha‘yﬁbxié

100

of the famous porsons who had once lived in this or that
h@ﬁﬁ& an$~3a£v@$v%nvé@ﬁh&y smphagize how low the district
mmﬁ' fallens 02

ﬁxaﬁﬁﬁr&, that other sorthern residence of Spring's,
otcaslonally appoared in his novels. It toe suffered from
the &aﬁuat&&a&vixzﬁ of polluted cir and wetur, from the
croation and éxpan&&mn of slum areas with its consequent
extinction of all green and gr@ﬂiﬁgtﬁhiﬁgaﬂlgg Hora too had
been built the tiny houses with noe llving space batwesen them

vhere there wias one earth closet ﬁﬁg«$@Ww1$3

995pring, Houses, pp. 230, 233,
1005pcing, Bachel Rosing, pe 129.
miﬁprizfsg, Time, p« 258,

1021pid., p. 63; Spring, Houses, pe 187; Spring, Pane,
pp. 116~77 Spring, Thess Lovers g‘.é@@x& Pe 3% o

103spring, Houses, p. 384.
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In regard to slumé 1ike those in Manchoster, London,
and Rradford, Victorisne succinctly stated that if one man
aeuzﬂ,z&s@~gx¢m:ths slums te o decent iife, then thers was
nothing wm&11y wr&n§ with the system and reform was unneces-
sary. After all, equal opportunity sxisted. %% gotablishing
soup ilines was the extent of éatly.sﬁciai wOrK.

Gradually an interest in social mg developed and
took on ?&#&ﬂuﬁr£@¢&$‘a&‘&%.gﬂawg Incongruously enough, mén
1ike J@ha.ﬁu&kiﬁ ﬂ#ﬁ'ﬁii&iﬁ& florris who lived on inherited
money mede in @%i&&ng gherry or on unearned increment from o
zmall 1nv&gemaﬁt.£n almiﬂ@ were the idols of sarly reformers.
The dictun of ”ﬁﬁ‘wﬁ$ﬁﬁ without work® sounded more than & |
. Xittla.atzmag&wﬁaﬁﬁn@ £rom ﬁh&a‘quarﬁax*lag |
In The Houses In Betwsen, two women of the upper class

represented tﬁ@ &i££erant aspocts of aocial reform and the
course it kaak; ‘ﬁa¢ wonan with o passion for organization
Angintad on w*ﬁ&m@aﬁi&g the lives of the poor. Women who
sat on theiyr ﬁ#@waﬁaym were supposed o be herded into the
settlemant house restroom just because it was there. To
conbat begging, this reformer insugurated a system of Ine
centives and Rewards; clean shoes would get a child & pannye
But childroen ﬁkﬁﬁ&#t&ﬁ ﬁm@g&mg since &t was easler and
aus&amawyulas'éwha object in thies cagse was to abolish a

104rnie, 1051pid., p. 180.
3.951' ,;‘m, icde s PP 2878,
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hated practice, but any undsrstanding oF the motives and
desires of the people thenmselves was lacking. She ebhorred
ponething so simple as a party since it made conditicns
bearable, 107

The opposition spokesman dedicated her 1ife to
helping the @@@# because she loved them., UWhen challaenged by
her Anstitution-hating friend, she rasplied,

Paradise oround the corner A8 « « « slways the
propice of the reformer. Therae are the Golden
. agaxai whe tall ug St was all in the gaw%, and the
England*s green and pleassnt landers, who tell us
it's all in the future, if and when. . There's always
somethings ﬂa@t@@y a&p&ﬁax, destroy the aristocracy,
destroy the bourgeolais. Abolish democracy, &hﬁli&h
dictators, Glve the people baths snd parks, do
away with bugs and landlicords. Always a corner €O
turn, and than another. After this and after that,
After electoral reform. After the night of the long
xnives., Oh, I'm &5 keen as you are to ses all sorts
of corners turned,, But you gsen to think we can
creste a perfect world, and that only when thatts
done can we say "Hesven at lasti™ wWell, I don*t
beileve in perfect worlds. I ﬁnlyi;@1i$V& in worke
ing for *em without any illusicng. Y™

About thirty years lator in 1938, the lady who did

not believe in a perfect world encounterad s sevw gansration

of institution haters in a bohemlanvtype character who

wonted ba:aﬁmxiﬁh the Staté. The lady answered his argument
by aayiag‘&hat people were primacily concsernad with getting
foody clothing, and shelter. As the population inereased,

the problem of acquisition of necessary goods grow. someona
must handle tha mcsmw. call it the State or what you will. 103

xg? %@0' pe 2336 &a Mﬁ"‘# PPe ’?&gﬂaa‘
1093p4 4. s Pw 53{3*
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The bohenian countered by saying, "With equal incomes in &
¢lassless society, none of this hatred /Bf wealth, position,
or &Wrma@? ;mmm wﬁ.mﬁ-ﬂw In imrgaiﬁm to this statenont,
the ledy sald that Members of Parliament were alike in
income, sducation, and position yet they fought furlously
for power; if one thought éverything hinged on income, then
. OnG wag as ﬁa&%m 'm_ﬁ, m.smw; because power was the most
important item ﬁéﬁ gg}:mﬁmﬁmu; : :
.. - Again in '-#mmw nevel, Spring's character cautioned
& friend to beware of men who premiged Utopia tomorrow snd
hed no intention of teking care of today, for today vas
yesterday's tomogrow. Such dreamers never sccomplished
mygmm m@m m create casties An the air. whmy wvere at
their worst when. they sdvocated destruction through war to
gain Utopis. %W&any one must guard againgt the Utopisn
‘who wished to force one through misery in order to reach
paradise.}1? A lady who showed better judgment of human
%tm ﬁmwﬁﬁlg |
If you have & vision of a world full of salantly poar

and deviliah rich you won't get far, because all
thet nost people want L5 O exchange thelr saintly

3.&*%& iday De 535,
1i31nig,

3123pring, I Met A Lady, ppe 910,
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poverty for devilish riches. We shall begin fgg
get awmmwharm whan it*s the other way about.”

Along with the anarchists and the utopians came the
self-rightecus reformers,. They directed their gnergies not
toward abolishing the institutions of poverty but towards
recresting the poor in their own image, so pleased with
themselves ware ﬁhﬁg; @hza type of wafﬁam@r should ba sent
~ to Parliamant, f&r the viclence of hiz hate huth of criticiam
of himself aaé.wﬁvﬁﬁm recalciteant maaw“@ﬁuxﬁ.ﬁnrgm the
pﬁaa&g& of aev@#ai'ﬂamﬁad.refwhm bills. He could asnswer
knowledgeably aiz the guestions about the horrors of sium
" 1ife; while he csrried his fight forward, the others could
naétinua‘%é wnrk peacefully for a better life on earth. 114

. However, sumh formal, legislated reform gesmed to
have ﬁaﬁﬁmpiﬁahad’Vﬁty ligtle, It sppeared that one could
not build the City of God like & municipal bathhouse,}lS
Hothing was sc sure among men that ons could draft a bluoe
print fax'tna'xem@ﬁyiﬁg of all mants sufferings; snyone who
thought he could was & fool. Confronted by starving reality,
his 1itetle schemes became absurd.}® according to the
militant feformer, progress should chenge the hard 1ife of
the poor, ﬁut thair kind of progress only perpetusted and
increasad @u&ab&n@ aanﬁitiana‘llv Reason which was to solve

113$pw3ng,,§gggg”, pe 180,

Lidpig,, p. 269, 1151p1d, , pe 5504
185pring, I Mot A Lady, ppe 115-6.
1373pring, Housas, p. 444,
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283l of wmen*s probvlems had led to solutions which wore not

being reasonably used gince the solutions were not based

on an understending of the people end conditions. 3% ynat
& man nesded, whether rich or poor; was courage. Ha pugt

pdck his 1ife and then kesp his courage, for this was the

only answes ﬁ@'h&&'@ﬁﬂb&@mﬁuxig In place of palaces of

culture, the Bnglish needsd better relations smong ment40

along with fewer campaigns of hate and more love,l?}

Spring's avtitude toward acst reform seemed to have bean
summed up by one character who sald,; "Iant Lt characteristic
of humsn iife that our remadies should sggrevate owr
sisesseszniZ?

118zp4g,, p. 356, 119Ipgg., p. 444,
1205pring, shabby Tiger, p. 245.
121spring, Fame, pp. 588, 662-3,
1223pring, Herd Facts, p. 47.



CHAPTER IV
A POTPQURRI OF SPRING

A large number of Howard Spring's comments touched
upon both materiasl snd immatariel comforts of man's life.
Indead, Spring had an opinion on almost svery aspect of
daily life. EBverything from the preasent systes of sducstion,
o ﬁmmmm, to sutomobileosn, to newapapers, at one time or
another, wers subjects which received the benefit of -5;@:&% 's
attantion. In general, he tended to support tha more n
traditional mg&eﬁs of human existencs, and only in & few
instances did he cccept modern innovations. Ho scemingly
favored wtmmw aof the sarly twentieth century when,
as he commented, poace gonerally preveiled. Likewiss, rursl
man, mmua&ly; sosmed 4o him to have & sarenity and an
appreciation of natura thot city men, such as Londoners,
lacked.) Such » state of peace and serenity appeared to be,
for Spring at mﬁw, an idaal way of life,

Spring often wrotoe sbout the bsauty of unspoliled
nature, speclfically as he found it in his adopted Cornwsll
or in the rugged hills surrounding Menchester aad Bradford,
In any of these places, one could take a hearty lunch of

~ lspring, I Met A Lady, p. 2967 Spring, 2‘%9_, Ds 108,
See siso Spring, These Lovers Fled Away, pp. 1 £€.
78
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gimple food and enjoy an invigorating day-long walk past
rustic touns and through a glorious countryside® or, in
Cornwall, go for a sail along the coast.”® If one did not
want &0 pack a lunch, a good meal could be obtained at a
cottages ax@ng‘fam routs where s former's wife would, for a
enall fes, gladly supply rashers of bacon, fried eggs, and
wagrm ple with freah awaamyﬁ
with the advent of automobiles, he felt, the peace
of Bnglish villages vanished to be replaced by fuses and
: n@ixaﬁﬁ Siamming doors, honking horns, and roaring sotors
shatbored the calm of former tranguil ﬁ&gagﬁ and the odor
of gasoliine, reminiscent of long-decaysd plants, filled the
alzr.? As bDad as industriasl slums like Ancoats werey ab
lgast before the twentieth cantury, the slr in such places
had not been tainted with oxhaust fumss from autonobiles
and trucks.® What had formerly been lovely roads began to
resk with the smell of wa&wi&na:anﬁ-ailﬁ ag cars converted
what wss once "the plessant road inte a csdon mipdy with
choky famwaQﬁiﬁ

2speing, Dunkerleyts, pps 198203,

835pring, Winds, pe 63

4spring, I Met A Lady, p. 116.

Sspring, Houses, p. 402, 8spring, Winds, p. 312,
Tspring, Time, p. T Sspring, Fome, p. 202,

9spring, Shebby Tigsr, p. 8,  30Ibid., p. 23.
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Spring disliked automobllen and preferred conditlions
in the yeors before 1920 when %ﬁ@r$'wmm@ only & fouw cars in
Englond, He commented acidly on tha~m&$¢d.hlaaﬂing ofF
incressed nobillty wheraby g@&p&& used caras to escape
traffic and iﬁ&wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwll 1f one wanted to go for a relrosh-
ing country hike, one should have done it badore moving cors
became such a great hezard as to take awny the apportunity
ﬁaw&varﬁxz One aute manufecturer, Spring sald, admitted to
planning to meke walking ﬁk@@a@t&#mg %o prove his polnt,
the novelist stressed the fact that a direct ratio sxisted
betwaan  the oumber of cars on the gead and the nuaber of
highway injuries and deaths ezeh yeari and in his opinlon,
a1l caxr owners should bhe made to demonstrate why they should
be allowed o own a4 car. Walking, or tcaveling by train,
ha foll, a&uxd'ﬁaaiiy suffica. PFew motoring licenses waﬂia
have been lssued, 1f such a proposal had been taken
seriously; and it seomed “resctlonsry sentimentallity® to s
profit-hungey industrialist,t?

Boring used the automobile a8 a sysbol of hip intense
diaslike of the twentieth contury's preoccupation with materw
dal thingss As he gavw it, creating markets for the naw

il5pring, 2 Met A Lady, p. 64.
12spring, Time, p. 156.
13spring, I Met A Lady, p. 94
Mrpide, pe 194.
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gasolinewpowired machines was ralatively sasy, especially
vhen the sanufacturer used ownership ags a moans of Con-
vincing Znglish householders that ‘mwéﬁam:a of a car was

a way to maiﬁﬁé&ﬁfmahﬁr&az aguality with their neighbors.
Beatdoes, as ﬁyr%ng argued, ths nodern nerchandizes ﬂ&iﬁ,
man would not dare deprive his w&ﬁ& of nocagsary trana-
portation and, as & result, in %h@.nﬁar future, it would be
contended that two cars would be sssential. - Spring soeems
to have felt that the sbility to make people buy anything
restod ﬁﬂiaﬁ;”iﬁﬁiﬁht into human woakness and vanity which
B, gode alm&at;
because they ouned & machine which they could very wsll
havae done withiut, w3 Cava, thon, were status symbolag
poor girl might feal rich and important if she rode in s
1imousina, ¥ SR

CAs roads and the traffic eh&ﬁgwﬁ, s did the face of

the land. Spring waﬁ,&ian@awﬁaﬁm& te find reoads which once
went through farm lond now pagsing by industrial y&aﬁta.‘?
Row upon rovw of undmaginastive brick h@uﬁaaﬂeﬁaﬁaﬁaxmaﬁ
fields which bad abounded with flowers into swall, ribbon-
2$ka, towns that W&&%‘“ﬁ&&&&ﬁ&a and seabe and rapaﬁ &ﬂﬁﬁ#“la

_could mske peopla see themselves as super

15:& des Do 96
165pring, Shobby Tiger, p. 182,
173pring, I Mot A Lady, p. 378.

85pring, Fame, pe 368. See also Spring, Thaga
Lovers Pled Awax, Phe 43940, 341,
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Only a sprinkling of trees remsined.*” Palmouth, once a -
colorful, pleasant country town, was moxsed by questionable
inprovenents and bilibosrds along ite conurete streets, 0
Later, World Wary 13, he said, tucned Palmouth into a drab,
gray town whes nocessary comouflage. removed the 1ittls
chars that had ﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁ3 Cities, likewise; suffered from
the effect of new idess in building, Where once it had
pesmad ldeal a&ygiva people pore spacs, now At appasred that
the goal was to ‘crowd them into multi-fsmily fists,??

. Charming h@uﬁa@ t&an roprasented an cldar England undarwant
destruction, as ﬁi@ troes end most of the other things that
sight remind one of & wore graceful way of 14fe,. A1l this,
Spring felt, w&é being done in the nane of the "Enterprise,”
as ﬁﬂtt&@ﬁaﬁ@ﬁgﬁ termed the now surge of m&kﬁﬁi&l&ﬁmaaa'
Whore once a &uk&*w town houge had ztood, now office bulldings
24 Zpring called the
apartoents that replaced the grecisus houses he loved, "Ant
hills. ?@w@ra &f Eak@i,"ﬁﬁ & “f&iing aabinat,“zﬁ & bes h&v&¢3?

rose and proclatmed & new prosperity.

39$pr&ag,,§£gggg, Pe Qs 3ﬁ$gring, Hy Son, p. 172.

2lspring, Avmour, ps 393. See Spring, Fame, ppe 377-
8, 379-80, 391, 392~3, for the @uvaat&ting affect of coal
mining on the i@valg Walsh countryside

223pring, Winds, pe 367 33“}3%3‘, Pe 293,
245pring, Time, p. 297,

283pring, X Mot A Lady, pe 1233,  2631pid., p. 268,
27spring, Rachel Rosing, p. 180,
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He reforred to Kingsway, in London, as *the dull, dead w&&d
that was to show how completely we had forgotten the art
and craft of building."%® perhspe the worst aspect of the
situdtion was the people's blind acceptence of skyscrapers
end throughways. Regardless of é&rm@nai opinfons, like
shesp, they followed the new trends, whether it be about
cars or the new styleless "box® houses,2® .

Spring was also repelled by modern department stores
with their "brass and brossiness® supplanting the respectable
individual shop, 1In order to compete, the chops joined
_ the trend and, for the most part, became as obnoxious as the
, 1aggax atuweaaai An otesaional emall shop that wms clean
and nest but 4id not heve the “antiseptic brightnsss of a
hospital ward® wes, in Spring's opinion, & refreshing ex-
coption. 3° . -

,$9ying,_ﬁmwmvaﬁg in no way regrotted the passing of
the Victorian style of interior decoration. Its heavy
furnlturs, dark colors, and a multitude of piclures of
minx&tarinq aﬁge&a and sinking ships were, for him, @fﬁenwtva,
dayxaaazmg. and miixy*33 A aimy&a, magempiigataﬂ aty&a,

aﬁﬁvx&ng, ég@ggg Pe 183, ﬁgﬁpm&ng, mmﬁhﬁw Pe 229,
30spring, ITime, p. 256,

3lgpring, Those Lovers Fled Away, b. 42.

B2gpring, I Het A Lady, p. 234.

33spring, My Som, ps 96




Speing thought, was much more raestful and &Wﬁamwmw
sepecially, when a room was Deoutifiod By use of mnodern
pottery and Impressionist paintings. 35 Movgover, when
victoriops built houses, they were more likely to dring in
ugly, red brick from a distant county instend of using soft,
iovely, native gray stone. 36

However , vﬁi.mimg did diserininate betwaen different
typos of modern decoration. Plastic and chrome to him
sapiesented a mmvmxm shiftioas kind of axistence; for
him, the vauntod creation of chesp modern furniture was not
w&gwﬁmw He found apartments not furnished in the *ecold
dizcomfort of thae nodern fashion® distrassingly rare. 38
Hevor, he felt, could modern taste hope to achieve the
ioveliness and warnth which furniture of the eighteentn
century conveyed. Even in wortime, Sfurnishings from this
pariod gove Gne & feoling of grasciousness and confort, 2@
Likowise, the sape am@m@ froguentliy mwmﬁm at the
country seat of & noble fanily., Uven Af additions to the
house had been bullt in mismatched pericds, even if the
furniture and hongings ghowed wear and lsck of cow-ordination;

b

¥gpring, My Son, pe 0.

355pring, Rechel Rosing, pp. 131, 197, 2366,
38gprang, Lime, pe 50.

375pring, A Sunsst Touch, pp. 4, 85,
383pring, Rachel Rosing, pe 182.

3%8pring, A Sunsat Touch, pe 5.
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there was still a *charactor thaet nere formality cpuld
never have attained."3C , houss bullt by new money could
never have schieved so plessing en effect.5

Spring; néwawﬁt. wrote of one instance when money
wauﬁlmﬁ with.taatm produced o tﬁing mﬁ &@&ﬂtyu in the
years following Worlid woar I, an Andustrialist's widow
‘supplied the funds to rostore to its former degroe of
- loveliness tha main poon of a town hally a perfect example
of the @amsqﬁmn,gmxzﬁﬁv This was a notable event because
everything else plessant had raﬂtaﬂ»awaymga

Spring believed thet the gentry, those representaw
tives &f‘avm@r¢ g#ac£ﬁﬂa way of - life, hed slowly daterior-
ated also. ﬁ&éﬁ familics had died cut, or the holrs had
moved to ﬁﬁﬂ*ﬂiﬁi&ﬁu - fecause feow gﬁﬁtxy;wwmﬁznaé to be the
mainstayvs of gural m@mmwni%ﬁa&vg3 & character such as Lord
Upavon &f_ﬁa&hg&!ﬂasiag,waw an anschroniam, somecne to be

zenarked ﬁgana"ﬁia "rigorous" day of an . hour long mﬁ«tiﬂgv
in the magnxag; lunch, nap, tea, dinnes, aad;nag.uﬁtil
bediine had h#ﬁmmm a pyarity among his generation. For mn@
reason or &muuh@r, most of the gentry were lntent upon
making a living and nok concerned with the virtue of various
. wines or the uémgéaihiwn of a g@ﬁﬁ,m&alﬁéé Lo .

agﬁ?&"iﬁﬂ ¥ Ragﬁgﬁ ﬂ s P 3 35 .
4lxpid, " #25pring, Times ppe 17748,

433peing, rll ZThe B x, pPpe 34-5, 36, 60, 41, 12?;
Spring, Hinds, P P

45$gxing, Rachel Rosing, ppe 166-73,
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Howasver, sometinas whon Spring wrote o9f the gond b&&
days, s8¢ in Fave Ie The Spur, perhaps the looming threat of
war caused him to look bsck with x@gﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ At other timeo,

it seems that his weitings reflect the ramin&aaaﬂﬁaa of a
man gr@wing aiﬁa4ﬁ

In the realm of education, agexix;g quarrelled with
the whole system, old or new, Victorian or modeen. He
- wefarred %awfarmm& systens of aducation as "early efforts
to distort a child's nind."?’ He had some very definite
ideas as to the methods which ought to be used in teaching
children. For &n#&anﬁa, he faveored a liberal arts ﬁéﬂﬁ&t&ﬁﬁ
‘rather than an sducstion concentrated in any one field.
%ﬁu&aﬁi&mm.hﬁ«ﬁﬁkiavgﬁg should present the specific facts
of a subject in the context of genersl knowlodge. Procecding
on this premise then, specizliots wera aﬁaéuﬂaﬁad*4% A

good education, Spring was convinced, should include exposure

to the finest in literature snd to classical music, He faelt
contenpt for Englishmen who thought that learaing & foralgn
language was somehow undigniflied or un@@ewiaa&¢§gg Morsover,
a course of ﬁtu&y'tnat emphasised seience should particularly
ey ﬁva&ﬂﬁﬁmgﬁ Byen huaiae&ﬁman, o m&yba eﬁgaﬂiaiiy

aﬂgiﬁt‘im, ,‘:“MQQ Pie ﬁy 2%3. 723&

46spring, A Sunset Touch, pp. 3+56; Spring, ALl The
Day, pp. 57, 59, 73; 83, 129&

475pring, Hard Facts, p. 38.
%8spring, A sunset Touch, p. 1lle
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businessmon, should recsive a liberal arts education, not
& specialised ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁtﬁ&ﬁaﬁl |

Among systems of education, Spring £flatly oppogsed a
stendardised system thet forced children &5 9#@&&&&_@@ the
same rate.2 He pelioved a certificate of graduation meunt
nothing axm&gtlﬁkﬁ&*a ehild hed received paseing marks on a
set of examinetions; the ¢hild wes atill likely to be une
sducated. Morsover, there was oo placae in such & oysten
for the individual, someons like o late maturex.®> A good

syatem, he falt, should be flesible ensugh to allow a

great degrae of variety.
| Spring did not have a very high opinion of many of
the practices h@iﬁg followed in English public schools,
either,>® For instsnce, & headmoster of aversge intelligence
might have "helfebaked” idezs concorning the boys' relations
wne with another snd overstate the obwvious principle of
equulity which only served te make othars aware of the
headmesterts own feeling of &nﬁmxiamityaﬁﬁ Sometimes the
methods did not produce intended resultzs. A lesson in the
workings of Englsnd's economy turned into a pionic when

Slgpring, I Met A Lady, p. 12.

S%phe United States equivalent is the public school
Bysten. )
S3gprang, Winds, p. 359. $8yp1d., pe 125,
5%The United States equivalent is a private boarding
SChOok .

565pring, My Son, pe 291,
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sehooiboys visiting a cosl mine in Wales played at being
miners. Neecdless to say, the Doys missed the whole point
of the viasit, learning little of mining or the problems
peculisr to St.¥7 The school custons themselves, preserved
for the sake of tradition alone, played upon the ﬁ@min&axing
tendencies aﬁ'ﬁwfﬁain'h@ya turning them into bullies. Any-
one Guility of a minor breach of stiguatie "was liable, by
unweitten law, to be haled before & prefect and boakon
e » o untid ﬁhﬁ m&ﬁ&an of the sacredness of conformity had
entered hia aaux thx&ugh the weals on his bottom.”>0 Hor
did the atuﬁanta* fathers core to change the system. Quits
o the amaﬁrawy, thay gloried in returning to the hallowed
halls for "Old Boys' Day" when they could revert to their
former status ss students, forsaking the advantages of
&ﬁﬂléﬁ@ﬁﬁwgg

Females ﬁ#&ﬁﬁ 1ittlﬁ'béﬁtar‘una@w the sducational
system. In Victorian times, thelr upbringing was entrusted
Lo ﬁﬁ#ﬁtﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂ&»ﬁﬁw efton had no ability or traoining. No
woman of intelligence would take & job vhere the salesry was
& mera pittance. With bad teschers, porents obtained bad
results in mesgerly educatsad aaﬁghtwtﬁ*ﬁ@

Poreign fim&ahiag achools alse left much to bae depired.
In order to achleve the gray&w aﬁm&myhar¢¢ the ﬁ&aﬁhmwa, who

5’5'&;;::&:.9. Fame, ps 504. %ﬁwm, Tima, pe 121
Egiﬂiﬁng Pe lﬁﬁ*

80spring, Houses, pp« 159-60. See also Spring, Fome,
pe 1)4.
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vera two dimensicnsl people anyway, felt the girls should
avoid all impure influences such as men. . The giris learned
lenguagas and nét&anaz dances, but not one of the graduates
could cook,5t A worse case of ignoring the practical pupe
ﬁagﬁ éf éﬁuﬁﬁt£¢n concarned & aschool girzvmha'aakgﬁ her
tmaﬁhﬁwa why men fought and killed in the nane of God and
human decency. Her tﬁ&ﬁh&tﬁ\uﬁié hesr that sho wmginaﬁ.a&d
enough to underctand ﬁﬁﬂh things, and she naﬁ bﬂ%ﬁaﬁ abide
by the course of study or be axpaii&d for disrupting kha
auxxiwuXumw %huﬁ was the cause of education served sn All
..tﬂtﬁﬁﬁz ,
| Oxford ﬂﬁﬁ Eamhriﬁgm came in for a share of é@f&ﬂ@‘ﬂ':
exttiaiam of British education; he referyed to Onford as a
"stinking hmrrun.“$3 Hle further gtated that souewhore in
the middle of the nineteenth century, the dens hed cessed

to lmarn‘amything asnd had become stesped in horadom, 54 A
littlie xaaﬁ&ﬁq‘anﬁza lot of talking comprised the whole of
tﬁa&m‘aativﬁtiaagﬁﬁ Bpring pﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ‘%ﬁ&t the universities
whidan their aﬁhpﬂ and inciude contemporary additicns to
knowledge instesd of raﬁtrﬁﬁting coursas and attitudes o
an cutdated ﬁtanﬂaxﬁaﬁﬁ |

‘mswmg. u, Bpe 105, 244,

625pring, Houses, ps 519.

‘ﬁﬁfégr&w, These Lovers FPled Awsy, pe 93,

®8s5pring, Fame, pe 584, S3spring, Hord Facts, p« 134,
663pring, Dunkerlev's, pp. 1489,

¥
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Burprisingly, Spring was not an advocate of universal
education until age simtoen or eighteen. In the words of
‘one character, he "did not share the notion, which has
since becowme so populay, that & boy was a victin of social
villainies, deeply to be pitied, if he had to leave school
at tme&va;”éy Education began with a Qmm&'j@b; then s bhoy
should proceed on his own to read or teke night classes, ag
Spring himaels had done.

Rearing and educsting children was & responsibility
that Spring thought parents should teke more geriously. In
one of his novels, he conmented Fevorably on a unique set
of parents sho gave éﬁa&w son and daughter the attic o
ploy ins. It was to ba the children's own preserve where the
parents mw&iﬁ.gnkar‘ay'iﬂwiﬁmtaam anxg¢gg Later, the boy
was sent to the countery to study under the seglia of a lesrned
older mans %&#‘abaanaa of a forwal school stmosphere
penefited both master snd pupil by leaving the lines of |
communication éﬁ@ﬁ and teaching discipline to the f@uﬁ@&ﬁax*$$
To a@m@lﬂﬁ@'tﬁﬁ girits education, she was taught the proper

way of spesking and walking and comportment, for such things
wore important to 4 young ladyts p@t&ﬁ%@ﬁ¢?a

Spring disparagingly portrayed Victorian parents and
attributed to tham some poculiar ideas on childwresrings

Parents received their aﬁ&l@wan on o putsly formal basis,

o

ﬁﬁﬁming; Time; po. 66y M4, ?axbiﬁog ps 103,
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rosulting in a ¢hild's feeling nore at sase with the

sexvants,. Parents carefully dreow o line dbetween the two
different worlds, child's and adult*s, and allowsd ne

meating ground ﬁﬁ&wmmn the two. 't A properly rasred victorisn
. ehild pever welked alone in city streets,; even sround home,
for fear something awful would happens Paradorically,
ahixaran wara,éaﬁsmﬁaraé privileged to live in the city

‘and not in a dull, provincisi village.’® The Victorien idea
1%&3 that children owad sverything to thelr parents and must

kh&&mﬁ@x&-r&pay'ﬁhmm. Even slus children were obedient and
turned over their pennies to & drunken father to.gvold
being bﬁat@n«?3.” .

Bpeing &1&¢'awﬁﬁ&mtmaﬁ the attitude of hiz contemw
poraries toward childeen end their up-bringing. He felt
‘that parents ﬁﬁl@ﬂm émaiiﬁaa that they wore only teying to
maka “yeﬁwmﬁaﬁ aﬁ thair ﬁhﬁiﬁﬁanﬁ?ﬁ Idenlly; he believad,
adults shouid a@m&m 1ike adults whon discuzsing adult subjects
with ﬂﬁ&iﬁwan*75 One of the best tutors to sppear in Spring's
novels "had this cherming way of talking to children as if
he end they were of an aga»"?ﬁ Moreover, sSpring felt
- eblldren should not be over-indulged snd undeg-disciplined;
f@t thin wwuia 1@&4 ta w@ak, ﬁaa&&uﬁul characters, as shown

-3 7iﬁpx£ng, aauaaﬁ. Poe 37, 203 5g¢iag¢,ggggpraatag De
o. oAk

nswmg, Houses, pps 74y 75 731bide, pe 307,

?ﬂaprmg, I Met A Lady, p. 387.
?8‘3&‘@‘3’%* Houges, p« 34, : 7&353175-!3{3, Axmour, pe 4.
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in Tine and the gt;mw and in the character Oliver in My
Scn, My Sonl. The cuerent preference for sasy divorce and
¢hildless marrisges d&at&&&#@ﬁ:h&&.?ﬁ . When, i# ong of
Bpring's nnvé&ag a young lady stesped in Communism declared
that the world was not £it to bring children inte, her mothsc
countered by saying that an imperfect world meeded a new
generation in order b &ﬂ#@ﬁv&»?g
- Sommunisn appeared in Spring's novels only in euch
oblique ways and then only in his first and fourth books. It
was supplantad later by hdas concern for domestic policy and,
of course, the Nazi ascendancy in Germany. In bis cosments
wnund o, iﬁ part Spring blamed the inefficocy of the
Labour party in aeaxzag with the probless of the wemployed
aftor World War I for the converts Communism made,S0
Furthermore, a Uritish Communist, & charscter o one novel,
stated that the pleasant life befors the war reprosented
*nothing wore than the smile on the grinning mask of social

marx&p%&ﬁn.“al The systen of capitolisn was at fault, and
the war was the final blow snding the establishment and

ﬂtﬁﬁakﬁng the way f&x the haa&img bali @f Kﬂﬁ&ia 82

?7&yw£ﬁg* Tios, PP« :33, 130,
73spring, Minds, pp. 18, 238.

"8spring, Pame, ps 568. The youny lady become a
happy mothaer st the mn@ of the boolt.

80spring, Sh Shabby Tigee, pp. 188, 192, 203,
@linide, pe 191, %xmam ppe 181, also 197,
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The British Communists had thaler spoke
Spring*s writings:, In one scene, paople gathered o hosr
a fanatical spesker cry suty
"Hew, Comrades: I want to make it ela . YO L
e bou e RS nettas thon o flook ob shetn, ahorn
to the skin for the bensfit of tha bourgeoibile. =
Al now that thay're down to the skin, the naéxt
thing will be that they*ll flay the wvery skin off
your backs, asnd then t&@y*«§ proveed to suck the
 marrow out of your Dones." e
It was the young, the dizillusioned, and the slowethinking
whe gathered to listen. Actuslly, though, such soulestircing
spesches converted very fow.B
Spring.had a basic Ffalth thet the average Englishoon
could not for long be & disciple of Russia. One British
Communist offered to fight anyone who dared to call him &
Rﬁﬁ&iﬁﬁnas Another quasiwfollower declared thers was more
promise in Dritish beer than in 3@13h&?&ﬁmﬁaﬁ He deliverad
a finsl judgment on the wnerits of Communism over capitalism
by simply stating:
wStends BABON, YOu Ll in' cuckoo, i
mmmagﬁi?ﬁaugwaﬁgiggﬁ'gyggwﬁi““haﬁ SUTROS i,
to me whother you call ‘em capitslists or bolahy
commiasars? Somoone Luans the LO0st and somaOne
lays the g&aa&y agga. An' they're naver the same
people,nd
The h&ttﬁw aducated young people, sick of the condie

tions of life in England after World war I, proved to be

82Ibid., pe 189, 84xpid,, p. 119,
83zbid., pe 202, B86Ybid., ps 246,
avMoy P 190,
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more easily persusded to join the Comwundst partys; but their
conversion did not last, One young san slipped iato Russis
durdng World Wapr II thinking he would find o country of peace
and eqguslity. He returnad to @ﬂgﬁ&ﬁﬁ(@ﬁi@k@&ﬂﬁﬁy disililue-
sloned, and wore solemn~looking.™® another girl vinited
Ruszias only to @igﬁ@vax'thak the revolution was not so
thorough, the prowise of Communism not o fully realized as
she had bolieved. By 1939, she, too, felt satisfied to
make her home in ﬂng&aﬁﬁaﬁﬁ

Spring's novels treated Socisliem only in pessing.
Engels appeared in ono as a tired old man who, in reviewlng
his life, wonderod that he had balieved so much and ocw
. complished so little.  He hed not even baen able to make
the poor people, whom he was trying to free, work with hdm
o reach & awmmgﬁ.gaaiggﬁ Secialise might seem to some o
be the only way to achieve hrotherhood,”* but it foundered
like the peace movements which had a superflulty of ideas
and o lack of either foresight or insight. Brotherhood
would never be real, just as war would never be £inished,®?
and jdst s men would fight for poace, 80 it was those Whd':
1ived on fncowms ﬁw&m investments who agiteted for stats

88gpring, Houses, pp. 3401,

B98pring, Fame, pp. 544«5, 547-9, 583-4, 676.
90Ibid., pp. 79480, 1345,

gimmg vy De 397, .

92spring, Time, ppe 348, 349,
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owmership of privets business 0 reduce the <¢ost of goods
to the consumer and end the ey&aany~af-¢ayiﬁa&iﬁmags

One political cause received both Spring's attention
and his support, and that was votes For vomen. Hia
herocines wers not as fanatical as the Pankhursats but were
as strong in conviction and in endurance. He made thenm
women to be adulred who knew they would have to struggle,
especislly when even the Labour party denled them suppost,
&nﬁ coursgeously sndure the worst of physical sufferings.
One night doubt i€ such tactics as they enmployede-rock
throwing, arson, hunger strikes in jallescould schiove the
liberation of females. Indeed, Spring himself wondered if
giving the vote to women had actually gained thewm anything
akraﬁxaﬁa

- IF Spring's interast in politics and government was
awmgthﬁnq mf an avocation end ﬁaﬁaaquﬁnkly sppasced in his
novels, than one should not be surprised to £ind newspapers
man and aﬁvﬁziétu figquring as cheracters in his plots., Wwo
novels concerned the launching of the penny newspeper, Hard
Pacts, and the publication firm of Dunkerxley's. aActually,
Spring had a 9&@& opinion of the materlal printed in the
penny w&w&r&,Amﬁilxng thmm furnishers of "ailly driveling
xub&ish 93 wha success a&'ﬁgmm’wggggw when its circulstion

| 93&@»1«;;;, m, Pe 40a

$espring, %ﬁgﬁ, DPhe 458, 461, 472-6, 480, 543; Spring,

9Sspring, Hard Pacts, pp. 34«5, also 445, 46-9, 62,
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Jumped to over o million in o year's time, served the

suthor's purpose as a way of demonstrating the folly of the
public.?® one might say thet it did mot pay to educate the
podr since &hwy wmuld.raﬁﬂ wn&y-tﬁaﬁkg but Spring said the
groaster %mmnagraaawxm were the ppople who wrote the atuee,??
Rotten as ggg@dgggg» wesy for 411 or for gowd, it still pro-
vided jobs Sor aaﬁy;gg Capitalizing on their success with
;ﬁﬁgg,ﬁmﬁtég Dunkeriey's expanded publication into special
interest @a@ﬁ#& iike the British Youngster which Speing

called, "Ya hmré&k;a pennyworth with an enviable cireulation,"??

On a somewhat smaller gcale, sp&&a@'ﬁauﬁd much to
criticize in amoll toun noWSpapers tbmt juﬁgﬁa success by
the number of names az townspaople &h&y eould include within
thaely g&ga&»iaﬁ In ane of hie novels, a visionary who had
worked for th& §&ﬁ¢ga$:f,;&a$r§§&n for a yeesr or two trisd
to pefora this @#aﬁaiﬁa,hg eovering meatings of the town

council snd pwiﬁﬁ&ngzaﬁ&t@m&a&a about locol problems. He
' 123§

had only moderate SUCCESSs
Speing &3#& critlicized major ity newspapers. Too
often, he felt, they would bde willing to give space to a
story akout s sadistic nurder while a ¢olumn on ﬁh&.ﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ
g&vﬁn o mwat,impx@hablm Dumer would gwﬁ no ﬁaruhar thaﬂ the

5}312‘}&{1*, Pe 55, o7 M*’ P Qﬁmﬁm ﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁ&g e 247.
9950ring, Dunkerley's, pe 89

Y0%:pe1ag, Time, p. 160, 10%ypid., pe 1614
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aagy‘zﬁﬁmﬁiﬁa He also made refereonce o Ythe dolightful |
snobbery of the London ﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁ”&gg and called the Times “an
amiﬁantwlanklﬁg &ﬁﬂﬁf#“lﬂ#

Ancther phose of the modern publication industry,
howaver, ﬂﬁﬂk@é-hiﬁh&w-&ﬂ Spring's estoom, and that wss the
} 1&eexarv 3auwna1~ ﬁany=a£ these magarines sppesred and
£ailed between tﬁﬁ warg. Still, while they wers in existence,
they atk«mykaﬁ t@ maintain & high level of literary style
and professional ethicn. They employed theater and book
reviewers who ﬁ§#¢,mxig£nax in thodr phrazeology, svoided
the uegual cliches, and vsed a fresh mywr@aehwiﬁg Baitorial
policy of these mﬁgmain&a f&wqu&aﬁly tended to be libersl
and aimost aiwaym reflected a minority ag&n&mn evon if the
aditor had to oppose one of his own Financisl backers, %
This particuler type of magasine carried Lts oditorisl policy
to the extent of not accepting advertisements from businesse
men againsht uhmm that policy wos dirscted, oven if one of
those men was & p@tﬁﬁt&@i prime scurce ©f financial suppogt.
The aditors w@uia tﬁ&h@t lose such funds thap allow money €O
1a£zuanma p@&&ﬁy

025114., p, 257, w%mm Rachel Wﬁ, pe 280,

1Q%§gm§§g Time, p. 203,
lﬁ&gwﬁngg‘ I Hat A Lady, pps 159, 168.

A061pid., p. 293+ A case in point concecned the
mogazing's refussl support Hitler snd Mussolint.

i@? E%dg’ Ple 30564
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In other reslms of literature, Spring's opinion of
wodern developnents wag less favorable. . He felt that
contemporary authors wers inpressed with thelr own achieve-
mente when actuslly they had weitten nothing new but had
just usod frankes ﬁarm&f&aa therefore, novals contained
nothing f o sophisticated n&tﬁﬁa @ﬁﬁ wwx@~uﬁt§r&y Jasking
in taste. ®® pe particuleriy objected to novels concerning
soldiors during World War II which depicted jmmorality
among the men. 20

Spring believed that playwrights fell into the same
pattorn. The E&l@g, modern plays were an indictment of
British taste.d? Even worss, plays served as o dramatiza-
ticn of the most degrading agpacts of society,}12 3¢311,
discriminating people preferred slmost any live production
to the &naﬁiﬁiaﬁraf the cinema.tid

Spring nover mu@geﬁ%@d'th&ﬁ perhaps these authors
wers writing selely with an aye to obtaining @ large profit
from thelr labors. He d4id, however, mention the dependence
of playe on soms financial genius who would be willing to
Qlﬁﬁﬁ& funds before n pimy coumlid go into @t@ﬁﬂ@tﬁ@n 114 *he

Wﬁgbiﬁ” Pe a7, Wﬁzswms;, A m&_ m, Pe 106,
110zpsa,, p. 174, 1ligpring, X Het A x,mx, pe 9.

132spring, winds, p. 144.
113ﬁprxng,;§g Sen, p. 165; Spring, Rachel Rosing,

D 273
15oring, Rachol Rosing, p. 327,
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profit motive of thiz type oF wizerd, whe could sce ODPOL-
tunities for increasing his wealth in the wost uniikely
places, found M:ﬁ way into Spring's novels.

Building & grest fortune, wmzw it ba in producing
plays oc mzmg stocks, roguirad that the profit motive
be linked with that key word, opportunity; and the best
of opportunitics came in wartime. For instance, in one
novel, & clever man bought two derslict ships for B5,000
in mid-1914, made minimus improvements, and sold them &o
the navy for gwa.&w}m This particular man described ma
 success in moking a fortune as "a little luck to begin with,
a8 geod deal of ruthlogsness to go on withi .« + » that's
the ahort 'Mmgm&ﬁy of most rich mm”nﬁ‘

The worst yesro of World War I slso proved to be
~conducive Lo fwtﬁmm&k&n«a for wen deallng in Manchestar
cotton. u? Howerver, the aspeculativae boom in cotton gressly
inflated ﬁhmm of mm and the mmm&ty wiich Lancashire
enjoyed had a remarkably short existenco. 118 ¢ ondon noney
bought ths Monchaster mills at o low gaxfim and sold at a
nigh one, enabling $M-M&ﬁﬂ#$ to live in s Juxurious
fashion. When tho ruined, "over-capitalized® trads collapsed,
zhose who had faith in the ¢cotton trade hmmramy stood W

»ziﬁfﬁhidn. Pe Mw
11@%0; pe 2604
W 7spring, T Met A Lady, pe 58
83pring, Shebby Tiger, ps 83.
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it, held thelr stock,; and wont unﬁax with their haﬁiﬂ
nespes. 19

The now generation of businessman who cang to the
fore in the postewar ara escheved honor and falled to underw
stand hovw soncone elze oould be concaraed with such
intangibles. R#ther, the capitalists scoffed and sald that
BEDE BNy aapaaiaily bﬁﬁiﬁ@ﬁﬁrﬁny no longes ﬁath@x@d zhout
ponessentials Iik& han@r*3aﬁ Even the respoasibility of
bacoming a ﬁ&m&m@ of Parliament &@g@ﬁ:@ﬁ o thes as no woce
than a pwuﬁwa% é£§p* More people would be willing to trust
a Menber of Paﬁliaﬁa&t with their iava&tmwnta; rather than
the av&&age &%@ﬁkﬁﬁ@kﬁt»zgx

Spring #@lt thot accusmulating a fortunc involved &
certain laﬁ&'ﬂ&nwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂihﬁiiﬁy and a desire to got the
@ﬁ&ﬂ%&&ﬁ'ﬁ@ﬁﬁtﬁgﬁﬁk the least apount invested, and he used
the amam&ia;af éiu& Yentsl property to preve his point, The
inveotor could easily avoid meking ismprovements which would
only lessan grafihaﬁ it mattered not to him 4F his property
was unfit for num&n habitation since he lived miles cway ia
the ﬁuburhﬁﬁiag éthmﬁ income darived from investing in
atocks and banﬁw "zn the City" came from “buying somsthing
youtve never @Qan from somecns you've nevaer met, and salxia@
it for mors th@ﬁ'yau'gavm i@x i& to pomeane youtvs never

“*9 speing, I Met A m, PPs B2eds
1205pring, Time, ppe 298-9. *lsprang, Axmous, pe 175.

}#2sprang, Winds, pe 239,
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neard of,*423  gpring declared that this wss o curdous kind
of ilfe. S

He also commentod on other aspects of financiers' lives.
often thay were pert of the no gg@g g&gﬁgﬁ_ﬁh@ had & knack
for Eumﬂing a wmnéamfui gmramnax mvant zikm . m&ﬂﬁ&ﬁg tﬂt@ a
valgar ﬂpﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁl& 12& Or they would make conspicuous donations
to such xaﬁﬁitutaama as Diuford in the expecktation of being
publiicly rmwaﬁﬁ&ﬁ w&&hka 6maﬁar*a~ﬁagwaa‘§2$ Spring ﬁunw&mﬁ&ly
dascribed &nalﬁﬁnanaiag*a.&&ﬁa by saying “he did nothing but
waaa'zba.ﬁﬁn@ngﬁgﬁ,gﬁggg, ring up his stockbroker and play
%ﬁifnﬁxﬁﬁ,_ . |

The money thus earned intcrested Spring greatly. He
commented on the abllity of &ﬂhﬁﬂ&k&ﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁihhxﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁg»ﬁﬁﬁ
good oz i1}, the lives of those who received a share of &ﬁgng’:"
&mﬁual&y,=$a-aﬁmh-aaﬁaﬁ*%mmn&y:&h@w;ﬁ.ba.mmgmtaaﬁ‘alm@&t 28 o

a natural ‘gift and therefore used judiciously, not abusod.
Only Qhaa‘@waeﬁvaaﬁ anvy coused familial strife did inherited
wonlth become m dnwam§ whanever material goods bocame too
Amportant, trmﬁ@ia”zaauxtaau Wealthy people should make &
aﬁna@ﬁauar@ffﬁ§ﬁ~é$»p%aﬁa money in its proper ﬁ&&ﬁﬁ&ﬂﬁi@&wxg&

on &h& @thar h@ﬂﬂ, agwﬁn@ mﬁceﬂ,wmndﬁmea wiy any@nw haﬁ .

1&3@;}”1:;@, My Sen, pe mm

1243pring, I Met A Ledy, p. 257.

125zbid., p. 285. | 1263pid., p. 25%.
127spring, Houses, p. 936,  1281nid., p. 445,
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right to ba rich without having done s thing about i&ﬂlég
because "1iving on investments mesns living on other peoplets
1&b¢urqﬁxﬁﬁ ﬁa@iﬁa&lﬂia not accorus when left alone, dospite
what ﬂ@ﬁa‘b“&&ﬁﬁﬁsmaﬁ pight say. And Spring clsimed that it
was the average employes, working at his jok, whe made the
fortunes for tha fow, 3}
Spring preferted to live on his esrnings and, when
they ran low,; to set about augmenting his income by writing
anothar navax*xaz He felt a wen should work as hard as
necessery to live a decent 1ife; the rest of his tine a&ﬁa&&
be speat in lelsure dolng as be wishad. 3 Although o person
should not work merely for the sake of a cereer lest he
become somathing less than hﬁmﬁﬁg$34 Spring recognized that
mutw&vwry@n@-@iﬁh an easy job would do that job wﬂ13ﬁ§33
Wwhat mankind neoded was more people who indulged in the havte
igss jobs of fishing and ferming in a "world so full of
harwful and hattfuz angd goveramgnt-decorated great m@a,“igﬁ
ﬂaﬂeﬁa'§£tituda$ wiich led nen to choomne Yoaresrs,”
write baﬁ'uwvmxﬁg and let money make itself had some xamﬁax
effects thet distrossed 3pring. He disapproved of the

129gneing, m, pe 206 m“?m.ﬁ-; pe 278,
133pring, Rachal Rosing, pe 67.

13250ring, Armour, p. 278.

133spring, I Met A Lady, pe 190. 13%1nid., p. 331,
335gpring, Raechel Rosing, p. 150.

1365pring, I Met A Lody, p. 387,
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dress, manners, and especially the palnted fﬁﬂ%ﬁ#ﬂ&ii&;xa?
sunglasses, and sbbrevisted clothing of the modorn woman.tso
True beouty, in his aﬁin%an, should naver be spoiled by
cosmotien.23® mesther did ho particularly care for modern
resorts that werc “cheap, blowsy and nasty," 40 unere pm@@ia
cawe for noise nnd because it wes the placs to go on a
vacotion. ?&a¥a§aragw working couple went to the chore bub
had little expuctation of actuslly enjoying themsolves,
though they would later declare that they had becsuse it was
. the azecepted thing to do, 143 They would alse tour unused
Jbulldings when the only way to cateh the flavor of & place
was to see it in uaagxéa Thesoe people were the same kind
vuha.ﬁxegmanﬁaa;@waghtxywliﬁ restawrants that had high prices
and. obsequicus service even though edible food was almost
impossible to find in such places.?®® Rosdhouses that had
their motif printed on every visible surface could only
appagl to sam&§navwith«a complote lack of d&eax&m&n&tﬁaﬂ@XQ*_

33?5%1@%’ Shably 'igm*, Pe 86,

" 1383pring, A Sunset Pouch, p. 144; 3ﬁﬁiﬂ$u,ﬁumuﬁﬂw
. g’ g}& 27?.

. 13%pring, Rachel Rosing, ppe 53-8; Spring, Shabby
Ziges, pp. 89

1403pring, Rachel Rosing, . 26.
181gpring, Time, pe 105, @4%£*§§,*‘§u 182,

1431pidey pRe 270, 2814
1445504ng, Rachel Rosing, p. 181,
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The rare, good restaurant, patrornised by the nobility, would
usually be situated on a guiet side street and be small and
inconsepicuous,; never calling @ﬁ&antiam £ dtself but
speciaiizing in delicious food and good ﬁmvviﬁ&wx¢$
Comsteries and funerals, antiques, and zoos were
subjects Spring treated in yéaaiug. He felt parents should
not inflict funersls upon eh&iﬁranza& and scoffad at mourning
dress??? and at cemsteriss with their attendant tombstons
sutter's yards and t&VQﬂﬁﬁulga He gallied sntiques "loot
from fallen fortunes,” once-uzeful objlects which now only
149

collected dust, And zoos were very large prisons whecre

animals must serve a life santence for $QM$'Hﬁkﬂ@Wﬁ.ﬁﬁiﬂﬁniﬁﬁ
Spring's ideasn, ss outlined shove, on edusstion, family
14fe, and preserving traditions, reflect his general philond-
phye. He falt that Sngland graduslly was becoming o nechanw
igtic, totalitarian state, governed by dehumanising
institutions and inhumen machines. In the variows aspscts
of dally living, he saw the growth of the new stato.
Specifically, he thought that educetlion should de
geared to an individusl's noeds, not atanderdised. For the

1451bsd., ppe 2078, 306, See siso Spring, gﬁgﬁyr
1483pring, Armour, p. 1l.

1475pring, Dunkesl
188gpring, My Son, pe 272,

149gpring, I Met A Lady, p. 114.

15035pring, Houses, p» 484; Spring, Shabby Tiger, p.

18e PPs 7y 436

844
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sake of his own dignity, men should nokt be persusded to
live in metal aﬁﬁh&&l& called m@aﬁ&mant'héhéﬁaq dpring
favored anything wars ﬁﬁﬁ'@rmﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ whieh could reflact the
personalities of human beings. Customs should be retainoed
bacasuse theoy &ﬁ&'ﬁha.m&w&&k which bind the people of a
natimn togathar. . |

%hua, tha major threat ¢o England came from within,
:fwwﬁ the gradual weakening of the fabric of BEnglish life.
Communism and soclalism themselves wers outside menaces
and not to be feared na long as the sverage Snglishman
stayed teue o his cun convictions and retained his honor
and individuality. IXf he could be porsuadsd by politiciona
or businsesmen of the new generstion to forsske time-honored
practices for aew bright, shiny, brittle machineg, then
Spring believed thot England would loss Lfts unique character.



CONCLUSIUN

Howard Spring's criticism end conments encompanszed
practically every phase of British life. HReflected in hisg
novels the reader can see how Spring reacted to conditlions
sround him, and much of the popularity that his novels
enjoyed saoms to result fn@m Spring's ability to volce the
epinions and ﬁa&ét&mns of meny of his readers to those
conditions.

A major question facling students of Howard Spring's
writings in the few short years since his death s, wes
the man o grest author? Was he truly s socond Charles
Dickens, asz he has besen called? Sporing was talented, bud
not great, and certainly not a twentieth century Dickensz.
Spring was & g@ﬁ&l& parsen, who loved thea poopls ho knew
and worked with, and poscessed & capacity for understanding
that enabled his to ses Life in 31l itﬁ “ohades of gray."
Ha never could have wiitten in the seniesllegorical style
of Ddckens; the patent svil and virtue of Dickens' novels
would have beon sarkedly cub of place in Spring's weitings.
By the same token, the humanity and falsness of wdnd
exhibited by Spring robbed him of that biting judgment which
might bave nade bim a grest socdsl) sritic. The major ares

of conparinon betwean the twe authors (s thelr doscpiptions
186
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of slunm conditions. Heve Spring wrote of what he Rnew aa
& result of the exparience of growing up in a slum. His
comnents are more than valid, and he painted a vivid plcture.
However, Spring himself was forty years and more removed
from the slums where he spent his youths FPor the nost park,
he was rousing the resder's psasion ageinst sreas that had
iong ceased to bs the soowrge of England. He was not
weiting sbout an apprenticed ehild who was a victin of
- society's ignorance as Dickens did. Gpring wrote about an
underprivileged boy of yesterysar, and his writing of o
dinly rvemenberad post romoved tsmch of the sting fronm his
criticiam, a hit@ thet can be proesent only when a writer
ﬁpﬁaﬁw of contempcrery sociel silments.

on au&j&ak& other than slum life in the early twontieth
century, Spring's visw seems rather narrow and constricted,
There s in 81l of his writing only the barest mention of the
depression of the 1930z and none at all of the influsnas
epidonic of 1919, Likewise, Spring Dlamed thoe condition of
the Welsh miners on & callous government that Lignored the
plight of its citizons and ascridbed the decline in the
Manchester cotton trade to the monipulation of rapatious
London stockbrokers looking for s gulck profit. In reality,
the depression in the cosl and textile industries came from
& @e&@#ai deciine in Beitish cxports aftar World wWar x,i

lﬂmnwy pazling, mmdaxn itain, aas~§ 58, Norton
Litwary (Now Yorks e W. W, Norton & Coumpany, Incs, 1966), Ph»
28, 10z. Cool sxports in 1907 were 82 million tons, in
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and, in fact, thera was not muich that any governsent could
have done about them. English merksts had been lost, and
despite every cffort, now ones were difficult to £ind.

Spring seess asver to bave connedtaed the depression in the
coal trade and taxtile dndustty with the graater edoncaic
dapression which was worldewide. Unfortunately, end as o
result, ths raa&ér calls inte question many of Howasd Spxdng’s

other statements on subjects like war, politics, and business
and wonders if what appesred in the novels gorrectly refliected
the times about which he wrote at greet length. If Spring
wags obviously ﬁi&saa, iz critician loses much of its effole
tivenass and ﬁ@@@ﬂﬁk@@ﬁs intoe nagative compladning. In all
propabiiity though, Spring, like meny anothor n@vaiiw&,
simply was not an active ressarchers He wrote of what be
lived, what he saw, and what he ead in the newspepers, snd
one must take this into sccount when judging the value of
Spring's eriticism.

¢ however, did have a definlte gift for using
words to create clsen and sharp visusl images. The reader
regonmbers the ochihoxious self-rightecusness of the Plymouth
Brethreon, the opprassivensss of & slum on a hot suaher day,
the heartbresking idealism of the literary magasine's young
sditor, or tha exhilavation of s ¢rosse-countey hike before
autoncbiles arrived on the English country ascene. The

Spring

1930 ware 70 million tons) codtton cloth exports in the sane
years foll from E105 wmillion to EO6 aillion.
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reader wishes that he might heve recoived his education
from an elderly tutor in o rural cottage, that Werld War I
had not made England*s youth so bitter, cr most of ell,
that England had not lost the special feeling for life
that Spring seema to feal she had through the summer of 1914,
PThis, unguastionably, is the grestest value of Spring's
novelss  the reoreatlion through the authorts mesory of the
transition, both progressive and destguctive, of Englang
from Victoriats last vyémza o the modorn post-dorld Waxr XX
worids. He lived ‘5.1:;,, he felt it, he preserved it for others
to live and ﬁmh Bo one but an author of his experience
and compassion could have sccomplished this task guite so
well.
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