Hollins University

Hollins Digital Commons

Mildred E. Persinger Papers Manuscript Collections

1975

Women and Indian Population

Sarayu Sarangapani

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/persinger-papers

b Part of the Women's History Commons

Recommended Citation
Sarangapani, Sarayu, "Women and Indian Population" (1975). Mildred E. Persinger Papers. 325.
https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/persinger-papers/325

This Speech/Address is brought to you for free and open access by the Manuscript Collections at Hollins Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mildred E. Persinger Papers by an authorized administrator of
Hollins Digital Commons. For more information, please contact lvilelle@hollins.edu, millerjc@hollins.edu.


https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/
https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/persinger-papers
https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/manuscript_coll
https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/persinger-papers?utm_source=digitalcommons.hollins.edu%2Fpersinger-papers%2F325&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/507?utm_source=digitalcommons.hollins.edu%2Fpersinger-papers%2F325&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.hollins.edu/persinger-papers/325?utm_source=digitalcommons.hollins.edu%2Fpersinger-papers%2F325&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lvilelle@hollins.edu,%20millerjc@hollins.edu

WOMEN AND INDIAN POPULATION. By b RE CSARAY Yl SRRANGONaT

A saying in search of attribution is 'Everyone complains about Indian
population but no one does anything about it' which ofcourse ignores the
analysis, investigations, statistics and projections made by well-meaning
but imaffective foundations and world bodies. An element of solace can be
found in the faoct that such studies are possible and permitted.

A charge of lack of involvemnet not to mention superficiality can be
made about the proliferatlnn literature.Mahmood ﬂdﬁanis 'The Myth of population
control! created perhaps under the auspices of the Rockefeller Foundation is
replete with information about Hindu mores and traditions and can only be
compared to a study by a 3ewish professor of the prevalence of say, slavery in
Arabia., Studies of the problem are made in ignorance of the national proclivity
for amiable anticipation (meanimg an eagerness to be in readiness in advance
with the reply expected to please) which was well-sensed and exploited by
British administrators. When Chou En Lai and Breghnev were welcomed with the
same fervour as President Eishenower and Gueen Eligzabeth, the programmed
response irritated the NATO Bountries.A8imilar schooled responsed wswres=—iow

wet, little truth theme is wimm the words s=e "One more mouth no doubt , but look
two hands' in despite of even common sense about the relative uselessness of
the second hand. No woman, even uneducated and tradition-bound can forget
the agony of child-bearing though she wi%) though she will refer to the fraility
of vows of continence made during labour. That apart‘children are eweated‘
underpaid and illtreated at work ard what the child brings home can hardly meet
the upkeep.

The reluctance of Indian women to adopt family planning can be exaggeraied.

Infanticide (especially of female children) was common in India and may not have

 been completely eradicated. According even to thekstudies illegel abortions
terminates nearly 20% of the preganancies (and causes in addition a sizeable
reduction in the number of women of child-bearing age) and economists and
sociologists have not ceased to harp on the continued prevalence of the belief
that prolonged lactation prevente conception.

Unfortunately the investigetions rely on the field experiences of Indian
social workers, who generally belong to affluent strata and are based on cities
and towns and who do not care to live for any length of time in the villages
with the poor.(even without the obligation of identification withe the poor
which disappeared with Ghendhiji's assassination as did continence and other
virtues) No effort is apparent atumelioration of the condition of the poor who
continue to live in wretched, inadequate hovels without any protected water—
supply or even toilet-privacy. They are at the mercy of the money-lender and
the shoddy merchant who force credit and mer@tricious goodsg on them and impose
an economic slvery‘ no less cruel for being insidious. The woman at work
has yet to adopt the suitable mode of dress that will make it easy for her to
go about her business. She fights shy of even using a bicyclellet alone
taking to other labour saving aids and devices.

Yet, the resistance of the Indian woman to advice on birth-control conti-

nues to amaze the world! A measure of culpability ocan be sustained if the
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methods recommended are not offensive to feminine sensitivity. Even

the publicity abotit the safe period had not reached the helpless in the
villages, fanfareg in cities notwithstanding.

That leads to an aspect of evaluation, which needs attention .
Appropriation of funds and statements of expenditure are not exactly
identic,l with achievementaérihe UsSe learned to its dismay in Indochinae.
The money earmarked for population control is meagre in comparison with
what ig svailable for masquerad&? of keeping:v;’ihh the JOnese.au&he redult
is the same. MNgney is frittered away in unwanted jobs, igported equipment
foregm jaunts and external publicity. o

The purported c¢xQuse of the Indian woman that e man is oppeged to any
curtailment of his prerogative deserves investigation. The London Times
sometime age carried a picture of a Jowda fanily, the patri:rch posing
with numerous members of his family ( a few adopted ad hoc no doubt),
convincing itgelf and its readers of the intractable nature of the problem.

About the same time, the announcement of the death of a political leader

was made and the fact that 32 sons and daughtevs sumwived him hardly caused

a ripple of surprise, The Wending_over of the Bovernment to demonstrate

ite bonafides of seculariem to Muslims, by alleMing them non-secular

lotitude and to continue polygamy’ zenana (with ite inevitable horrors of

concubinage and slavery) provides non-muslims with an argument about being

Grovwded out which is not anssered by the feeble 'population mekes everyone poc’

in the country! Besides there is no evidence that the studies in Indian pop-
ulation include siatistics of utilisation of gynecologiv:;énd lying-in'504~L5tz°

even in CGovernment hospitals which will be relevant. Such misgivings are not

¢ismissed out of hand when they relate to Cypress or Ulster. Besides, the

prophet encouraged polygamy, etc., in a region endeimic wifh homosexuality

‘and might have had second thoughts about their adoption in non-Arabic

countries where the problem was different.

Vital statistice themselves are suspect if the basié year is taken
to be 1947. Practically all Hindus migrated into Infia from Pakistan and the
refugees from Bangladesh of the T1-73% war are yet te return to Bangla—desh
Begides, infiltration into Assam continues unabated. Thanks to the sanctity
of purdah, statistics are often hypothetical and tendentious. In the
circumstances even the Government of India could not.be persuaded that the
Bihari Muslim in Bankadesh are Biharis and deserve welcome into India.//

h Linkings the problem of populatio,with the standard of living is escapist;
the illogicality of post hoc ergo propter hoc will bLe cbvious. Improvement
of the standard of living has not even mitigated inequalities between the
sexes ih #il-rich countries. A more 1ikely§z;&uence is ef?ion of respongi-
billty and search of pleasure and the Qéfsequent anxiety to limit the
family size. Abandoning active measures for population control and ingisting

on raising th standards of living ( by the unilateral demand B6r

equitable distributing resourceg)is a tacit acceptance of a defeat )Q

More effective will be a change in gexual mores, not at all inappronriate
in the land of Vatsyana.

Billions are earmarlted for recondite research, which confirmg the
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anthropological surmise about master-y by naming but cuts are made in the meagre
allotment for population control work. An obsession with the need to prove that
that the Indian Yoctor iswgg good as any, has done away with an intermediate
grade of medical personnel would have been of invaluable help for population
control whereas money is wasted in promoting systems of medicine which
do not submit themselves to statistical discipline and are not easily
distinguished from quackery. Facile propsals are made about raising th: legal
age of marriage without any examination whether the existing ban on
marriage of children has found general accepiance. Even dis-incentives like
disqualifying an woman employee from maternal leave after the second child
denying free gynecological and lying-in facilities for the third and
successive children, £hanging the employment rules to ensure that
employees will remain single upto a certain age in Government and Gomernment
assisted enterprlses and aven abolishing fare concession in Railways etc.,
for the young, are considered harsh and 1nhuman though uneh:cnusgxizstian
ﬁu.&-.(un L:im leadn to harsh_er living Af&nsitions. The propaganda about 'one mouth
¢ two helping hands' -;;1 collapse if child-labour and compulsory education
laws are enforced.
The potentialities for disaster are obviously great but the greater the
magnitude of the trouble the more compelling the challenge. I suggest that
the idea of a frontal onslaught be abandoned and that a pilot project wh&th can
limit its scope to a distinct region and preferable to an identifiable community
be taken up. After a peiod results can be evaluated and a shift of emphasis
Y colled ¢, )
be mede, The advantage of selecting a tradition-bound community needs no

ex@%nation and the advantage of concentrating resources may not be given up.

Opportunities are available in well demarcated regions in the Southern part

of the sub-continent. A band of women workers from countries without

axes to grind may yet kmy by their endeavour demonstrate +that what is practicable
is not negligiﬁle + The example is bound to transform the‘beggar my neighbour,
complacency which passes for policye.
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