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LAND AND LABO R  ACKN O WL E D GE ME N T 

Th i s  book  has  been  produc ed  a t  an  in s t i tu t ion  o f  h i ghe r
learn ing  loca ted  in  a  s pac e  w h ere  N at i ve  Am er i c an

com muni t i es  have  l i ved  an d  w orked  f o r  t h ous ands  o f
years .  We  espec ia l l y  ac know ledge  th e  C a t aw ba  and

Tsa laguwet i y i  Peop les  w h o  w ere  as s oc ia t ed  w i th  th i s
space  dur ing  the  ear l y  c o lon ia l  e ra .  We  a l s o  honor  w i th
gra t i tude  the  ens lave d  A f r i c an s  w h o  l abored  to  l ay  t h e

phys i cal  founda t ion  o f  t h e  C o l l ege  an d  have
cont r ibu ted  to  i t s  d eve lopm ent  f o r  166  years .  As  a

resu l t ,  we  commi t  to  ac t i ve l y  engage  in  l ea rn ing  how  to
be  be t te r  ca re taker s  o f  t h i s  p lac e  an d  c on t inu e  t o

honor  the  h i s tory  o f  I n d igen ous  an d  en s laved  peop les
and  th e i r  des c endan t s .

     - co -au thor ed  by  C ynt h ia  F ow ler  and  
Ta i f ha  A lexander



January  2020:

February-  May 2020:

T e a c h .  E q u i t y .  N o w

June-August  2020:

A n t i - R a c i s m  1 0 1 :  H o w  D i d  W e  G e t  H e r e ?
M o n u m e n t s ,  M e m o r y ,  a n d  M e m o r i a l s

A n t i - R a c i s m
1 0 1 :  H o n o r i n g  M e m o r y  b y  R e m o v i n g  &  R e n a m i n g  W h i t e
S u p r e m a c y



Research Team at the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, AL
(L to R) Bryson Coleman, Vera Oberg, Alea Harris, Dieran McGowan, 

Dr. Rhiannon Leebrick, Destiny Shippy (not pictured)

" Th e  v e r y  ca l l  t o  ' f i nd  more  source s '  a bou t  peop l e  who  l e f t  f ew
i f  any  o f  t he i r  own  r ep rod uces  the  sa me  e ra su re s  a nd  s i l ence s

they  e x pe r i enced . . . b y  d ema nd ing  the  imposs ib l e .  Pa y ing
a t t en t i on  to  the se  a r ch i va l  imba la nces  i l l um ina t e s  s y s t ems  o f

po wer . . . t he  l aye r s  o f  domina t ion  und e r  wh i ch  ens la ved  men  a nd
women  end ured ,  r e s i s t ed ,  a nd  d i ed . "

-Ma r i sa  J .  F u en tes



To better understand the history of anti-Black racism in its various
manifestations on our college’s campus 

To explore what history has been preserved and how it has been told and
what has been minimized, ignored, or left out of the historical narrative about
our school

To begin to highlight the lived experiences and histories of those who have
been erased from our campus’ public memory, acknowledging that what is
not recorded tells a great deal about how systemic racism and other forms of
discrimination are maintained 

To learn more about resistance to, survival, and resilience under white
supremacy

To begin the process of acknowledging and reflexively reckoning with our
school's past so that we can start to repair harm and move toward a more
equitable, regenerative, and inclusive campus community



Ho w d id  W of ford  Co l l eg e  a n d  i t s  ea r l y  s ta keh o lders  su ppor t
and  par t i c ipa te  in  s l avery?

Ho w i s  the  l egacy  o f  s l a very  p resen t  in  th e  l a n dsca pe  o f  ou r
c ampus  (bu i ld ings ,  s ta tu es ,  n a mes ,  e t c . ) ?

Ho w can  w e  be t te r  unders ta n d  Wof ford  a s  a n  in s t i tu t ion
dur ing  the  t im e  o f  Recon s t ru c t ion  th rou gh  th e  J im  Crow era ?

Ho w d id  s tudents ,  f acu l t y ,  a n d  a dmin i s t ra t ion  respon d  to
Wo f ford ’ s  t rans i t ion  f rom segrega t ion  to  in tegra t ion ?

What  have  the  exper iences  o f  B la ck  s tu den ts  been  l i ke  over
t he  pas t  f i ve  decades ?

Where  i s  W of ford  Co l l ege  n ow in  te rms  o f  ra c ia l  equ i t y  a n d
j us t i ce?



A rchiva l  Re search:  We u sed  Wof ford ’ s  Sa n dor  Tesz le r
L i b rary  A rch i ves  and  Spec ia l  Co l l ec t ion s  a s  th e  ba s i s  fo r
t h i s  p ro jec t .  W e  a l s o  u sed  resou rces  a n d  co l l ec t ion s  a t
t he  S par tanburg  Coun ty  Pu b l i c  L ib ra ry ,  ou r  p ro jec t ’ s
c om m un i t y  par tner .  

Oral  Hist o r ies :  W e  a l so  con du c ted  ora l  h i s to r ies  o f
f o rm er  and  cur rent  Wof ford  s tu den ts ,  f a cu l t y ,  a n d  s ta f f
mem bers .

Alea Harris and Librarian Luke Meagher in the Sandor Teszler Library, January 2020 



"Base d  on  s om e o f  the  f in d in gs  th a t  I ’ ve  d i scovered . . . I  n ow
unde rs tand  how  ted ious  a rch i va l  resea rch  i s  a n d  h ow l im i ted
arc h i va l  res earch  can  be .  Th ere  were  cer ta in  pa r t s  o f  Wof ford
h i s t o ry  tha t  I  w anted  to  s tu dy  bu t  I  wa s  u n a b le  to  beca u se
t he re ’ s  no t  enough  in forma t ion  on  i t  a n d  i t  f ru s t ra tes  me  th a t
t he re  a re  so  many  ho les  th a t  ma y  n ever  be  f i l l ed . . . T ru th  te l l i ng
t o  me  m eans  g i v ing  a  vo i ce  to  th ose  wh o  d idn ’ t  h a ve  a  vo i ce
dur i ng  a  cer ta in  per iod  o f  t ime .  I  a m a  b la ck  woma n  a n d  I
unde rs tand  tha t  I  have  th e  pr i v i l ege  o f  h a v in g  a  vo i ce  th a t  my
anc e s tors  never  had  the  oppor tu n i t y  to  h a ve .  T ru th  te l l i n g  i s  a
dut y  fo r  me  because  I  un ders ta n d  th a t  i f  I  don ’ t  te l l  th e  t ru th
f o r  t h ese  peop le ,  the  t ru th  ma y  n ever  be  to ld .  Amer i ca  mu st
unde rs tand  tha t  in  o rder  fo r  u s  to  h ea l  a s  a  n a t ion  we  h a ve  to
f ac e  t h e  a t roc i t i es  and  in ju s t i ces  o f  th e  pa s t . "   

-D ie ra n  McGowa n  

(L to R) Librarian Luke Meagher, Dieran McGowan, Archivist Dr. Philip Stone,
 

Vera Oberg in the Sandor Teszler Library



Arch i va l  da ta  show th a t  ea r l y
W of ford  l eaders ,  l i ke  ma n y   o f
t he i r  peers  a t  o ther  a ca demic
i ns t i tu t ions ,  w ere  pro -s l a very  in
t he i r  w r i t ten  work  an d  speech es
and  had  t i es  to  we l l - kn own  a n t i -
abo l i t i on i s t  and  pro -s l a very
l eaders .

Many  ear l y  W of ford  l ea ders
w ere  s l ave  ow ners ,  i n c lu d in g
co l l ege  founder  Ben ja min
W of ford  and  Pres iden ts
Wightman ,  S h ipp ,  an d  Ca r l i s l e ,
as  we l l  as  mem bers  o f  th e  ea r l y
Board  o f  T rus tees  an d  some
ear l y  f acu l t y .

Wof ford ' s  ear l i es t  bu i ld in gs ,
Ma in  and  the  f i ve  o r i g in a l
f acu l t y  hous es ,  w ere
cons t ruc ted  by  ens la ved  peop le .  

Some Wof ford  a lum n i
par t i c ipa ted  in  and  su ppor ted
rac ia l  v io lence  dur in g  a n d  a f te r
t he  Recons t ruc t ion  Per iod .

Wof ford  Co l l ege ,  as  a n
i ns t i tu t ion ,  w as  compl i c i t  w i th
segrega t ion  and  J im  Crow l a ws .

In tegra t ion  a t  Wof ford  wa s
content ious  am ong  th e  s tu den t
body ,  a lumn i ,  admin i s t ra t ion ,
and  facu l t y .  B lack  s tu den ts
f aced  over t  rac i sm on  ca mpu s
dur ing  th i s  per iod .

Kaycia Best, Sandor Teszler
Library 



"Today, as in the past,
systemic racism
encompasses a broad range
of white-racist dimensions:
the racial ideology,
attitudes, emotions, habits,
actions, and institutions of
whites in this society. Thus,
systemic racism is far more
than a matter of racial
prejudice and individual
bigotry. It  is a material,
social,  and ideological
reality that is well- imbedded
in major U.S. Institutions."  

- Joe Feagin,Systemic Racism:
A Theory of Oppression 



By Alea Harris, Kaycia Best, and Dr. Rhiannon Leebrick



Wofford College opened its doors on August 1, 1854 because of the vision
and a $100,000 donation from Benjamin Wofford.  
During the frontier revivals of the early 19th century, Benjamin Wofford joined
the Methodist Church and served as an itinerant preacher for several years
(Stone 2020). He was not ordained at this time as he owned two enslaved
people, which had been banned by the church in the West; however, upon
his return to South Carolina he was ordained as a deacon and later as a
church elder (Wallace 1951). 
In 1844, sixteen years before the southern states seceded, the Southern
Annual Conferences withdrew from the denomination and formed the
Methodist Episcopal Church over the issue of slavery. The Methodist
Episcopal Church in South Carolina was pro-slavery (Stone 2020).
Benjamin Wofford settled in South Carolina with his first wife, Anna Todd, on
her family’s land near the Tyger River. Anna Todd is said to have planted “in
Wofford’s mind his interest in education” (Wallace 1951: 23). Upon the deaths
of Anna Todd’s parents, the couple inherited their property. At the time local
laws meant that “ownership of the wife’s personal property, and the
management, but not ownership of her real estate, and the control of its
income, belonged to her husband” (Wallace 1951: 23). The couple had no
children and Anna Todd died in 1835.
In 1836, Wofford married Miss Maria Sevier Barron, the daughter of a wealthy
Virginia family with connections in Tennessee and North Carolina. Benjamin
and Maria moved to a home on Spartanburg’s courthouse square where he
could concentrate on investments in finance and manufacturing (Stone 2020).
Wofford was "a member of the defeated Nullification ticket for Spartanburg
for the Convention of 1832," a precursor to the secessionist movement
(Wallace 1951: 26). He was also an avid supporter of John C. Calhoun, the pro-
slavery vice president from South Carolina (Wallace 1951).
Wofford’s will shows that he owned eight enslaved people at the time of his
death in 1850: Bafsett, Virginia, Frank, Jack, and a couple named Bell and
Winey and their two children,  Coleman and George.
Public records indicate that Wofford also owned an enslaved man, named
John, in 1827. John was accused of having a relationship with a white woman
and executed. Afterwards, Wofford wrote a handwritten note to the state
requesting compensation for John.





B en ja min  Wof ford  d ied  in
1850  a n d  wa s  bu r ied  n ex t  to
h i s  f i r s t  w i fe  a n d  h er
pa ren ts .  Wof ford  a n d  An n a
Todd  were  l a te r  bu r ied  on
Wof ford ’ s  ca mpu s  (S ton e
2020 ) .

Wof ford  l e f t  th e  h ou se ,  f i f t y
a c res  o f  l a n d ,  a n d  two
en s la ved  peop le ,  B a f se t t  a n d
V i rg in ia ,  to  h i s  w i fe  Ma r ia ,  i n
h i s  w i l l .  

Th e  bu lk  o f  h i s  es ta te  wa s
le f t  to  s ta r t  Wof ford  Co l l ege .
Ma r ia  a l so  in h er i ted  en s la ved
peop le  f rom h er  moth er .

Wh i te  women  s la ve  own ers  in
th e  Ups ta te  o f ten  ren ted  out
th e  s l a ves  th ey  own ed  a s  a
wa y  to  br in g  in  in come .  

Records  in d i ca te  th a t  Ma r ia
Wof ford ’ s  g rea t  n iece  sen t
por t ra i t s  o f  B en ja min  a n d
Ma r ia  to  th e  sch oo l  w i th  th e
requ es t  th a t  th e  two  be  h u ng
togeth er .  Sh e  sa id  h er  g rea t
a u n t  h a d  in s i s ted  “ th a t  h er
p i c tu re  h a n g  in  th e  co l l ege
bes ide  th a t  o f  h er  h u sba n d ,
a s  sh e  con s idered  h erse l f  the
co - fou n der  beca u se  o f  h er
n ot  h a v in g  con tes ted  th e
u n fa i r  w i l l  o f  h er  h u sba n d”
(Wa l l a ce  1951 :  34 ) .  



Two  pages  f rom Ben jamin  Wof ford ' s  pe t i t i on  ask ing  tha t  he  be
compensa ted  fo r  a  s l ave  named John  in  h i s  possess ion  who  was
executed ,  ava i l ab le  f rom the  S .C .  Dept .  o f  A rch i ves  and  H i s tory .

A f t e r  W of ford ’ s  dea th ,  the  t ru s tees  n a med in  Wof ford ’ s  w i l l
me t  a t  S par tanburg ’ s  Cent ra l  Meth od i s t  Ch u rch  a n d  a greed
t ha t  the  co l l ege  shou ld  be  loca ted  in  th e  v i l l a ge  ra th er  th a n
o ut  i n  the  count ry  and  acqu i red  th e  n ecessa ry  l a n d  to  bu i ld
upo n  on  the  nor thern  edge  o f  th e  town .  Th e  co l l ege  ch a r te r
f ro m the  S outh  Caro l ina  Gen era l  Assembly  i s  da ted  D ec .  16 ,
1 8 5 1  (S tone  2020 ) .  T wo  t ru s tees ,  Rober t  B ryce  a n d  S impson
Bo b o ,  bo th  owned  s l aves  a ccord in g  to  cen su s  da ta .  I t  i s  l i ke l y
o t he r  Board  o f  T rus tee  members  d id  own ed  s l a ves  a s  we l l .



1 8 5 0  S l a v e  S c h e d u l

1 8 5 0  S l a v e  S c h e d u l e .



The  t rus tees  re ta ined  on e  o f
t he  s ta te ’ s  l ead ing
arch i tec t s ,  E dw ard  C .  Jon es
o f  Char les ton ,  to  des ign  th e
c o l l ege ’ s  Ma in  Bu i ld ing
(S t one  2020 ) .  
The  or i g ina l  s t ruc tures
i nc luded  a  pres ident ’ s  h ome
(d em ol i s hed  ear l y  in  th e
2 0 th  century ) ;  four  f acu l t y
ho mes  ( s t i l l  i n  use  toda y ) ;
and  Ma in  Bu i ld ing  (S ton e
2 0 20 ) .
C o ns t ruc t ion  o f  Ma in
Bu i ld ing  (O ld  Ma in )  bega n  in
t he  sum m er  o f  1852  un der
t he  superv i s ion  o f  E phra im
C l ay ton  o f  Ashev i l l e ,  N .C .  
The  1850  census  s hows  th a t
C l ay ton  ow ned  seven
e ns laved  peop le .  In  1860 ,  h e
o wned  e leven  s l aves  a n d
a l so  had  s evera l  f reemen
wo rk ing  fo r  h im  (T opk in s ,  e t
a l :  2009 ) .
C l ay ton  l i ke l y  had  h i s  s l a ves
and  the  f reemen  who  worked
f o r  h im  he lp  cons t ruc t  Ma in
Bu i ld ing ,  i t  i s  a l so  l i ke l y  th a t
he  ren ted  ens laved  peop le
f rom  loca l  res idents .  
A t  l eas t  one  pers on  d ied
he lp ing  bu i ld  Ma in  Bu i ld in g
when  the  wes tern  tower
c o l l apsed  on  h im  (Wa l l a ce
1 9 51 ) .

A t l an ta  Journa l  a r t i c l e  1925
descr ib ing  

cons t ruc t ion  o f  Ma in  Bu i ld ing .



Shor t l y  a f te r  h i s  work  a t  Wof ford  Co l l ege ,  C la y ton  [a n d
Ge orge  W es ley  S hack le ford ]  worked  on  th e  or i g in a l  bu i ld ing
f o r  Mars  H i l l  Co l l ege  in  Ma d ison  Cou n ty ,  NC  (1856-1857 ) .
Wh en  the  co l l ege  t rus tees  cou ld  n ot  pa y  th e  cos t  o f  $3 , 875 ,
C l a y ton  and  S hack le ford  h a d  Joe ,  a n  en s la ved  ma n
be long ing  to  one  o f  th e  t ru s tees ,  se i zed  a n d  h e ld  in  th e
Buncom be  County  J a i l  u n t i l  th ey  rece i ved  th e i r  pa ymen t
(Topk ins ,  Bu l lock ,  B i s h i r  2009 ) .
Ep hra im  C lay ton  a l s o  ma n a ged  th e  Ash ev i l l e  Amory  du r in g
t he  C i v i l  War .  E i gh t  en s la ved  men  th a t  C la y ton  own ed
worked  a t  the  a rm ory ,  b r in g in g  in  mon ey  fo r  th e i r  own er .
Three  were  a rm orers ,  on e  a s  a  s tea m en g in eer ,  a n d  on e  a
master  ca rpenter .  The  ma s ter  ca rpen ter  ma de  $3/da y  fo r
C l a y ton .  In  1863 ,  a  wh i te  mob  a t ta cked  on e  o f  th e  en s la ved
men f rom  York ,  S .C .  wh o  wa s  ou ts ide  th e  a rmory  w i th ou t  a
pas s  and  bru tal l y  w h ipped  h im ( Jon es  a n d  Me l ton  2014 ) .
In  a nother  exam ple  o f  th e  in s t i tu t ion  o f  s l a very  a t  th e  t ime ,
Sha ck le ford  o f fe red  a  rewa rd  fo r  a  ru n a wa y  s l a ve ,  19 -yea r -
o l d  nam ed E nock  (Har ry )  Hen ry  in  1858 .

Runaway  S lave  Reward  pos ted  
by  George  Wes ley  Shack le ford  

f rom NC Runaway  S lave  Adver t i sements  D ig i ta l
Co l l ec t ions



In  2008,  Poet  Nikky F inney presented her  poem “The
Thinking Men” at  Wofford Col lege to  commemorate  the
enslaved men who worked to  bui ld  ear ly  campus
structures ,  inc luding Main Bui ld ing.  " [F inney]  sa id  she
wanted to  i l lustrate  with  her  poem that  even though no
one knows the names of  the s laves  who worked on the
Main Bui ld ing,  they are  d ist inguished by the care  they
took with  their  work .  F inney sa id  she bel ieves  the
enslaved workers  real ized that  someday,  people  who
looked l ike  them would attend the col lege"  (Conley
2008) .

Nikky  F inney  in  Ma in  Bu i ld ing  s ta i rwe l l
nex t  to  the  insc r ip t ion  o f  an  excerp t  f rom

her  poem,  
"The  Th ink ing  Men"  on  exposed  br i cks ,

 Wof ford  Co l l ege  2008



The  f i r s t  day  o f  c l asses ,
Wof ford  Co l l ege  had  seven
s tudents  in  the  f i r s t  year  and
sop homore  c l asses .  By  the
end  o f  tha t  year  the  to ta l  was
twenty - four  s tudents
(Wa l l ace  1951 ) .

1859  records  ind i ca te  tha t
f i f t y - two  s tudents  came f rom
across  South  Caro l ina ,  four
f rom Nor th  Caro l ina ,  two
f rom Georg ia ,  one  f rom
Tennessee ,  and  one  f rom
Mex ico  (Wa l l ace  1951 ) .

Mos t  ear l y  s tudents  boarded
wi th  fami l i es  in  the  town  o f
Spar tanburg ,  however ,  some
students  were  a l lowed  to
occupy  empty  rec i ta t ion
rooms  on  campus  (Wa l l ace
1951 ) .

The  co l l ege ’ s  d in ing  ha l l  i n
Ma in  Bu i ld ing  was  s ta r ted  by
s tudents  who  dec ided  to  poo l
the i r  funds  to  h i re  a  cook ,
thus  sav ing  board ing
expenses  (S tone  and
Meagher  2010 ) .

A f r i can  Amer i can  s ta f f  who  worked  in  the  d in ing  room
 in  W ightman  Ha l l  1898 ,  names  unknown .



In 1839, he returned to South Carolina
and in the summer of 1840, he became
the editor of the Southern Christian
Advocate. He served for more than ten
years as editor.
Wightman became a leading member of
the South Carolina Annual Conference.
He was first elected a delegate to the
General Conference in 1840, was a
member of the 1844 conference that
saw American Methodism split into
northern and southern branches based
on slavery, and was at the 1845 founding
conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, in Louisville, KY (Wallace
1951).
Wightman gave the keynote address at
Wofford College in 1851, announcing a
vision that described the new college's
place in Methodist higher education
(Stone 2020).
As the editor of the Southern Christian
Advocate he worked closely with William
Capers, an outspoken advocate for
continuing slavery.
Wightman spoke on the journal’s birth in
1837, saying that it was created out of
self-defense and self-respect by
Southern preachers against attacks
regarding the domestic institutions of
the South (slavery) from northerners.
Articles within the Southern Christian
Advocate supported the institution of
slavery and encouraged the conversion
of all slaves to Methodism through the
work of preachers and missionaries.
Wofford College was a regular advertiser
in the Southern Christian Advocate and
many early professors and later
presidents held prominent positions at
the journal including: Dr. Herman Baer,
Albert M. Shipp, and John H. Carlisle.

Born in 1808, William Wightman became the
first president of Wofford College after
serving on the Board of Trustees.
He joined the South Carolina Annual
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1828 and served appointments
over the next six years.



D ur i ng  t he  C i v i l  War  "C i tade l  a n d
A rse na l  c a dets  were  encamped
o n  t he  Wof ford  Cam pus"  and  a t
l e as t  o ne  Confedera te  s o l ider
d i e d  i n  a  makes h i f t  i n f i rm ary  in
P ro fe sso r  Car l i s l e ' s  home
(Wa l l ac e  1951 :  70 ) .  T he  co l l ege
was  a l so  used  as  an  a rm ory
dur i ng  t h i s  t im e .

T he  c o l l e g e  was  ab le  to  m a in ta in
i t se l f  f i nanc ia l l y  becaus e  o f
t u i t i o n  f rom the  Wof ford  F i t t in g
Sc ho o l ,  however ,  the  co l l ege
s t rugg l e d  f inanc ia l l y  a f te r  the  wa r
hav i ng  i nves ted  m os t  o f  i t s
mo ne y  i n  Con federa te  W ar  Bon ds
(Wa l l ac e  1951 ) .

Jo se p h  Hami l ton ,  a  g raduate  o f
Wo f f o rd  Co l l ege ,  w as  comman der
o f  t he  B l ue  R idge  R i f l es ,  a  m i l i t a r y
un i t  o f  t he  Confedera te  Arm y  th a t
be gan  as  the  “S outhern  Guard ”
R OTC  g ro up  a t  the  co l l ege .  A t
l e as t  t h i r t y - f i ve  s tudents  o r
f o rme r  s t u dents  o f  Wof ford
C o l l e ge  d ied  dur ing  the  w ar .Th ere
was  a  p l an  to  bu i ld  a  Con federa te
Mo nume nt  a t  Wof ford  ( funds
we re  ra i sed ,  som e wanted  a
bu i l d i ng ) .  However ,  the
mo nume nt  never  cam e to  f ru i t ion
(Wa l l ac e  1951 ) .

  



A l ber t  M .  S h ipp  became pres iden t  o f  Wof ford  Co l l ege  in
1 859  a f te r  se rv ing  on  th e  B oa rd  o f  T ru s tees  f rom 1851
t hrough  1853 .
Sh ipp  was  pres ident  du r in g  th e  C i v i l  Wa r ,  wh en  Wof ford
wa s  the  on l y  co l l ege  th a t  rema in ed  open ed  in  Sou th
C a ro l ina .  By  1862 ,  there  were  on l y  e i gh t  s tu den ts  en ro l l ed .
Many  o f  the  s tudents  a t  th e  t ime  pressu red  Pres iden t
Sh ipp  to  l e t  them jo in  th e  wa r  e f fo r t .  Th e  govern or  wou ld
i n i t i a l l y  no t  a l l ow  i t  an d  sa id  th a t  th ey  wou ld  n eed
e duca ted  m en  in  the  Sou th  a f te r  th e  wa r .  
Du r ing  th i s  t im e  the  Boa rd  o f  T ru s tees  in ves ted  $85 , 897
i n to  Con federa te  War  B on ds .Th e  sch oo l  n ea r l y  wen t
bankrupt  and  i t  took  th em yea rs  to  recover  th e  f in a n c ia l
l o sses  (W a l l ace  1951 ) .  I n  1877 ,  th e  n e t  wor th  o f  th e
c o l l ege  w as  va lued  on l y  a t  a bou t  $33 , 000  (S ton e  2020 ) .
Sh ipp  co -owned  ens la ved  peop le  a ccord in g  to  th e  1850
c ens us ,  i nc lud ing  Tob ia s  Ha r twe l l .
Sh ipp  ow ned  twenty - two  en s la ved  peop le  sh own  in  th e
1 860  S lave  S chedu le  
In  1963 ,  Wof ford  Co l l ege  n a med a  n ew ly  con s t ru c ted
dormi tory  the  A .M .  S h ipp  Ha l l .

A lber t  M .  Sh ipp ,  1860  S lave  S chedu l e



He worked  fo r  33  yea rs
for  th e  Na t ion a l  B a n k  o f
Spa r ta n bu rg  a n d  d ied  in
1932  (Spa r ta n bu rg
Hou s in g  Au th or i t y  2019 ) .

I n  1940 ,   th e  Spa r ta n bu rg
Hou s in g  Au th or i t y  open ed
th e  f i r s t  pu b l i c  a f fo rda b le
h ou s in g  proper t y  ca l l ed
Tobe  Ha r twe l l  Cou r ts
(Con ley  2000 ) .

Tob ias  “ Tobe ”  Booker
H ar tw e l l   was  born  in to
s l a very  a round  1840  in
V i rg in ia .  Records  s how
t hat  he  was  brought  to
Spar tanburg  in  1859  by
Dr .A .M .S h ipp .

Du r ing  Recons t ruc t ion ,
H ar twe l l  se rved  as  a
ma g i s t ra te ’ s  cons tab le
and  as  an  in forma l  po l i ce
o f f i ce r  in  the  c i t y  o f
Spar tanburg .

In  1874 ,  Har twe l l
purchas ed  over  tw o  ac res
f rom R .E .  C leve land  to
bu i ld  a  th ree - room  home
o n  E as t  C leve land  S t ree t
i n  S par tanburg .

Har twe l l  w as  an  ac t i ve
c hurch  mem ber  and
i nvo l ved  in  the  c rea t ion
o f  the  L inco ln  S choo l ,  on e
o f  the  f i r s t  B lack  pub l i c
sc hoo l s  in  the  a rea .



1 8 65–1877  i s  ca l l ed  the
R e cons t ruc t ion  per iod .
Dur ing  th i s  pos t -
e manc ipa t ion  per iod  B la ck
l e aders  jo ined  wh i te  a l l i es
t o  br ing  the  Repub l i can
P ar t y  to  power  w i th  the
i n t ent ion  o f  rede f in ing
go vernance  and  mak in g
po wer  more  equ i tab le .  
Th i s  was  a  m oment  o f
prom ise  fo r  rac ia l  equa l i t y
and  re form at ion  in  the
U n i ted  S ta tes .  A t  the  sa me
t i me ,  there  w as  a  v io len t
c ampa ign  to  res tore  wh i te
supremacy  in  the  S outh  a s
B l acks  ga ined  more ,
a l t hough  s hor t - l i ved ,
f re edom.
In  the  years  a f te r  the  C i v i l
War ,  B lack  codes  were
adopted  by  southern
s t a tes  to  cont ro l  B lacks
and  to  re impos e  the  wh i te
suprem ac i s t   s oc ia l
s t ru c ture .  S outhern
l e g i s l a tures  pas s ed  l aws
t ha t  severe l y  res t r i c ted
t he  c i v i l  r i gh ts  o f  
 e m anc ipa ted  fo rmer
s l aves ,  fo r  exam ple  l abor
c o nt rac ts  and  vagrancy
l aws .

Th i s  pos ter ,  en t i t l ed  'Rad i ca l
Members  o f  the  So .  Ca .

Leg i s l a ture , '  p ro f i l es  the  
 Repub l i cans  o f  the  South

Caro l ina  Leg i s l a ture  dur ing
Recons t ruc t ion ,  and  t r i es  to

d i sc red i t  the i r  cause   and  the i r
wh i te  l eadersh ip .  Hera ld - Journa l

W i l l i s  a rch i va l  co l l ec t ion ,
Spar tanburg  County  Pub l i c

L ib rar ies .



The  war t ime  le t te rs  home o f
Wof ford  a lumn i ,  D i ck  and  Ta l l y
S impson ,  bo th  Confedera te
so ld ie rs ,  were  tu rned  in to  a  book
t i t l ed  Far ,  Fa r  f rom Home :  The
War t ime  Le t t e r s  o f  D i c k  and  Ta l l y
S impson ,  Th i rd  Sou th  Caro l i na
Vo lun t ee r s .  ( Ta l l y  d ied  a t  the
Bat t l e  o f  Ch i ckamauga ) .  
D i ck  S impson  was  an  av id
suppor ter  o f  the  Red  Sh i r t s
dur ing  and  a f te r  Recons t ruc t ion .
The  Red  Sh i r t s  were  an  a rmed
wh i te  supremis t  g roup  or  “ r i f l e
c lub ”  who  used  v io len t  tac t i c s ,
i n t im ida t ion ,  and  te r ror  to
prevent  B lack  men  f rom vo t ing .
The  Red  Sh i r t s  suppor ted  Wade
Hampton  I I I ’ s  guberna tor ia l
campa ign .  Hampton  was  one  o f
the  l a rges t  s l aveho lders  in  the
reg ion  and  leader  o f  a  g roup
commi t ted  to  res tor ing  wh i te
supremacy  ca l l ed  the
Redeemers ;  he  l a te r  became a
U .S .  Senator  ( Fonner  1988 ) .  
The  Redsh i r t s  were  the
ins t i ga tors  beh ind  the  1876
Hamburg  Massacre  in  wh ich  s i x
B lack  men  were  murdered  and
th i s  event  se t  the  s tage  fo r  the
wh i te  te r ror  tha t  cont inued
throughout  the  South  th rough
the  1960s ,  i nc lud ing  an
es t imated  35 -100  B lack  men
murdered  by  wh i te  m i l i t i a  in
E l l en ton ,  SC  tha t  same year
(Vanderve lde  1998 ) .



A be  T homs on  was  l yn ch ed  on
March  3 ,  1886  " in  a  g rove  on
Ma in  S t ree t ,  about  ha l f  a  m i le
f rom the  Cour thouse"
(Caro l ina  S par tan  1886 ) .  
I ke  Anders on  was  l yn ch ed  on
December  20 ,  1893  fo r
" i n t im acy  w i th  a  w h i te
woman"  (P i ckens  S ent in e l
1 894 ) .

A c c ord ing  to  the  E qua l  Ju s t i ce
In i t i a t i ve  there  were  a t  l ea s t
1 8 9  repor ted  l ynch ings  o f
A f r i can  Am er i cans  in  S ou th
C aro l ina  be tween  1877-1950 .
Two  o f  those  w ere  in
Sp ar tanburg ,  S C .   

The re  w ere  over  4 ,000  repor ted
l ync h ings  in  the  U .S .  du r in g  th i s
same t ime  per iod .

P i ckens  Sent ine l ,  P i ckens ,  S .C . ,
J anuary  4 ,  1894

Caro l ina  Spar tan ,  Spar tanburg ,  S .C . ,
December  27 ,  1894

The National Memorial for Peace and Justice
commemoration for recorded  lynchings in
Spartanburg,  SC. Photo taken by R. Leebrick,
2020. 



The  Los t  Cause  was  an  in te rpre ta t ion  o f
the  C i v i l  War  by  wh i te  southerners  tha t
romant i c i zed  the  “O ld  South , ”  the
Confederacy ,  and  s l avery  and  proposed
tha t  the  C i v i l  War  was  caused  by  secess i on
(not  s l avery ) ,  tha t  s l aves  were  fa i th fu l
servants  and  wh i te  mas ters  were
benevo lent ,  tha t  Confedera te  l eader
Rober t  E .  Lee  was  a  hero ,  and  tha t
southern  wh i te  women were  sanc t i f i ed
( J anney  2016 ) .
The  Un i ted  Daughters  o f  the  Confederacy ,
l abe led  by  the  Southern  Pover t y  Law
Center  as  a  Neo-Confedera te  and  wh i te
supremac i s t  g roup ,  fo rmed  in  1894 ,  l ed  a
campa ign  to  commemorate  Confedera te
so ld ie rs  and  mi l i t a r y  l eaders  dur ing  the
ear l y  to  m id - twent ie th  century ,  e rec t ing
s ta tues  throughout  the  South .
John  George  C l inksca les ,  an  1876  Wof fo r d
graduate  f rom Abbev i l l e ,  South  Caro l ina ,
g rew  up  on  a  p lan ta t ion .  He  worked  as  a
schoo l teacher  and  then  pro fessor  be for e
be ing  e lec ted  super in tendent  o f  educa t i on
in  Anderson ,  S .C .  In  C l inksca les '  memoi r ,
On the  O ld  P lan ta t i on  ( 1916 ) ,  he  shares
memor ies  o f  g row ing  up  on  a  p lan ta t ion
and  "hoped  tha t  h i s  book  wou ld  serve  as  a
counterargument  to  Har r ie t  B eecher
S towe ' s  nega t i ve  dep i c t ion  o f  s l avery  in
Unc le  Tom's  Cab in ”  (Henderson  1973 ) .
The  book  focuses  on  h i s  ch i ldhood
memor ies ,  h i s  perce i ved  unders tand ing  o f
h i s  f a ther ' s  benevo lence  towards  h i s
s l aves ,  and  a l so  inc ludes  severa l
car i ca tured  s tor ies  o f  ens laved  peop le
wr i t ten  in  d ia lec t  tha t  i s  a  romant i c i zed
and  s te reotyped  account  o f  the
Antebe l lum South .

The monument in
Spartanburg was original ly

placed in the intersection of
South Church and Henry
streets in 1910, an area 

 known as Kirby Hil l .  Later
the monument was moved
to Duncan Park in 1966. 



J ames  Car l i s l e  se rved  as  th e  th i rd  pres iden t  o f  Wof ford
C o l l ege  f rom  1875-1902  a f te r  p rev iou s l y  work in g  a s  a
pro fess or  s ince  1854 .  He  wa s  pres iden t  du r in g  th e
R e c ons t ruc t ion  Per iod  a n d  in  th e  yea rs  th a t  fo l lowed .  

Car l i s l e  w as  a  m ember  o f  th e  Sou th  Ca ro l in a ’ s  Secess ion
C o nvent ion  in  1861  and  i s  on e  o f  th e  or i g in a l  s i gn a tor ies  o f
So uth  Caro l ina ’ s  S ecess ion  D ec la ra t ion .

H i s  house  on  Wof ford ' s  ca mpu s  wa s  des ign ed  to  h a ve  serva nt
ho uses  in  the  back  where  en s la ved  peop le  l i ke l y  l i ved .

Car l i s l e  purchas ed  an  en s la ved  woma n  n a med Na n cy  fo r  $175
i n  1 857 ,  s hown in  the  rece ip t  a bove .

Receipt for enslaved woman named Nancy purchased by Professor James Carlisle, 
Wofford College Archives.  



Wof ford ’ s  campus  was
segrega ted  unt i l  the
1960s .  On l y  wh i te  men
at tended  (except  fo r  a
br ie f  per iod  when  four
wh i te  women were
admi t ted  be tween  1897-
1904 ) .  Women were
admi t ted  in  1971  as  day
s tudents  and  in  1976  as
res ident i a l  s tudents .  

There  i s  no t  much
in format ion  tha t  we  we re
ab le  to  f ind  on  what  i t
was  l i ke  on  campus  fo r
A f r i can  Amer i cans  dur in g
the  ear l y  par t  o f  the
twent ie th  century .  

By Dieran McGowan, Kaycia Best, Destiny Shippy,
and Dr. Rhiannon Leebrick 



J .  F rank  Thompson
Henry  B lake  (p i c tured  above )
Corne l i a  But le r ,  cook
Thos  Do l l i s ton
John  Few
John  Fos ter
Kershaw Truesde l l
Thos  W i l l i ams ,  j an i to r

These  two  yearbook  p i c tures  a re  a l l  we  
 cou ld  f ind  to  show B lack  emp loyees  a t
Wof ford  Co l l ege  dur ing  the  ear l y  20 th
century .  I t  was  common for  wh i tes  to
use  te rms  l i ke  "boy "  o r  "unc le "  as  a
rhe tor i ca l  too l  o f  oppress ion  to
subord ina te  B lack  men .  Us ing  c i t y
d i rec tor ies  we  were  ab le  to  f ind  the
fo l low ing  names  o f  B lack  ind i v idua l s
work ing  a t  Wof ford  (1905-1911 ) :



Th e  f i r s t  w om en to  a t ten d  Wof ford  were  a dmi t ted  in  th e
f a l l  o f  1897  but  w ere  n ot  a l l owed  to  l i ve  on  ca mpu s .
Wof ford ’ s  “ exper iment ”  w i th  a dmi t t in g  women  en ded  in
1 904 .  T he  f i r s t  four  women  were  

Ione  L i t t l e john  Pa s la y  1902
Car r ie  N abors  S ke l ton  1902
May  D .  Wannamaker  1901
Pue l l a  L i t t l e john  T ru e  1901

In  1973 ,  J an i ce  B .  Mea n s  wa s  th e  f i r s t  A f r i ca n  Amer i ca n
woman to  g raduate  f rom Wof ford  Co l l ege .

Photo of Wofford student body, 1897-98
 



I n  1947 ,  W i l l i e  Ear le ,  a  24  year
o ld  B lack  man ,  was  l ynched  by  a
mob in  Greenv i l l e ,  SC ,  based  on
c i r cumstant i a l  ev idence  re la ted
to  the  murder  o f  a  wh i te  tax i
d r i ve r  in  P i ckens  County .  A
l ynch  mob  o f  a t  l eas t  th i r t y  one
men fo rced  Ear le ' s  re lease  f rom
ja i l  and  bea t ,  s tabbed ,  and  then
shot  Ear le  to  dea th .  Th i s  i s
cons idered  to  be  the  l as t
rac ia l l y  mot i va ted  l ynch ing  in
South  Caro l ina ,  a l though  NOT  in
the  Un i ted S ta tes  (Moredock
2007 ;  Grave l y  2019 ) .  One  cab
dr i ve r  "who  had  re fused  to  go
a long  w i th  the  l ynch  par t y  was
ca l l ed  by  the  s ta te  to  ident i f y
some o f  the  men  who  d id .  

He  was  l a te r  bea ten  and  fo rced
to  l eave  town"  (Moredock  2007 :
2 ) . The  t r i a l  was  covered  by
nat iona l  newspapers .  There  was
nat iona l  ou t rage  when  a l l  the
de fendants  were  dec la red  not
gu i l t y .  The  a t to rneys  fo r  the
de fendants  were  John  Bo l t
Co lber t son  and  Thomas  A .
Wof ford .  L i ke  o ther  t r i a l s  ac ross
the  South  in  the  ear l y  twent ie th
century ,  the  Wh i te  perpet ra tors
o f  th i s  c r ime  were  dec la red  not
gu i l t y .  The  newspaper  c l ipp ing
be low ,  l i ke l y  f rom the
Spar tanburg  Hera ld  Journa l ,
shows  Wof ford  s tudents
pro tes t ing  the  verd i c t  (Grave l y
2019 ) .



In  1 961 ,  t here  we re  ant i - segrega t ion  demonstra t ions
taking  p lace  in  Orangeburg ,  SC .

Two Wo ffo rd  st ud e nt s ,  Da nie l  Reed  Lewis  a nd  Scott
Bar ne s  Go e we y,  jo ined  the  demonstra t ions  a nd  were
ar r est ed  b y  t he  Orangeburg  pol ice .  As  a  response  to
these  t wo  st ud ent s  attending  the  demonstra t ion,   a
gr oup  o f  ab o ut  200  Wofford  students  burned a  cross
and t wo  make shi f t  d ummies  on  the  steps  of  Old  Ma in .  
 T he  st ud e nt s  chant e d  ra c ia l  ep i thets  whi le  ca l l ing  for
Lewis  and  Go e we y t o  be  expel led .  The  two students  le f t
Wof fo rd  sho rt ly  aft er  th is  event .  

In  1 968 ,  t hre e  Afr ican  America n  students  were  k i l led  
 and  t went y-e ight  o t hers  in jured  when white  pa tro lmen
opene d  f i re  o n  200  p ea ceful  a nd  una rmed c iv i l  r ights
pr otest o rs  in  Orangeburg .



In October 1963, Wofford
President Charles Marsh
announced that the col lege
would “grant admission to al l
qualif ied students regardless of
race or creed.” 

Wofford was the f irst private
college in SC to integrate. This
decision came with a mix of
backlash and support from
students,  alumni,  faculty,  and
other community members. 

"Al Gray, a Spartanburg native,
was the f irst black student
accepted to Wofford. His f irst
night on campus, he was
jumped by white students.
When they hit him, he hit back"
(Kitzmil ler 2013).

In 2013, Wofford College hosted
a panel cal led the
“Desegregation Decade" invit ing
the f irst African American
graduate, Doug Jones, to speak
on his experience alongside
former col lege president,  Joab
Lesesne,  Rev. Mike Vandiver,  a
white Wofford College student
during integration and current
pastor in the United Methodist
Church; and Mitch Kennedy, the
director of community services
for the city of Spartanburg at
the t ime (Kitzmil ler 2013).  



Students Joann Franklin and
Monica Branch digitized many
of the letters that President
Marsh received in opposition
and support  of integration
during an interim project at
Wofford College in 2017.





Board Meeting notes on integrating the college 1963.





Doug las  Jones  was  the  f i r s t
B lack  g raduate  o f  Wof ford
Co l l ege ,  c l ass  o f  1969 .  
Jones  a t tended  Carver  H igh
Schoo l  and  g raduated  as  the
sa lu ta tor i an  in  1965 .
In  an  in te rv iew  w i th  Mr .  Jones
he  sa id  he  was  “an  av id
reader ”  and  in  the  5 th  g rade
he  “go t  invo l ved  w i th  the
NAACP  youth  chapter ”  where
he  was  exposed  to  Ebony  and
J e t  magaz ines  and
encouraged  to  become  a
soc ia l  ac t i v i s t .  He  noted  tha t
the  C i v i l  R i gh ts  Movement  d id
not  bypass  Spar tanburg .  



"When  I  l e f t  Wof ford  I  had  some rea l l y  hard  fee l ings ,  I  had  a  lo t  o f
ha t red  in  my  hear t  because  o f  the  exper iences  I  had  a t  Wof ford .  The
f i r s t  coup le  years  were  very  tough ,  there  was  a  lo t  o f  p re jud i ce ,  open
d isc r im ina t ion ,  and  a l te rca t ions  [a t  Wof ford ] . ”  J ones  admi t s  tha t  the
d i sc r im ina t ion  worsened  a f te r  Gray  l e f t  fo r  the  m i l i t a r y  ( i t  wasn ’ t  un t i l
J ones ’  j un io r  year  when  another  B lack  man ,  Adr ian  R i ce ,  wou ld  a t tend
Wof ford )  and  tha t  “ there  was  an  inc rease  because  the  a t t i tude  o f  th e
k ids  were ,  we  done  ran  one  n*****  away ,  we  gon '  run  the  o ther  one
away . ”

Jones  exp la ins  tha t  Spar tanburg ,  “had  a  sys tem o f  apar the id ”  and  “b l a c k
ne ighborhoods  were  pr imar i l y  se l f  conta ined . ”  He  cont inues  by  s ta t i ng ,
“ i n  our  ne ighborhoods  we  were  sa fe . "  On  campus ,  " the  an imos i t y  I
rece i ved  came f rom s tudents  and  in  some ins tances  parents   wr i t ing
le t te rs  to  the  O ld  Go ld  &  B lack  compla in ing  about  the  fac t  I  was  ther e .
In  my  h i s tory  c l ass  there  was  a  foo tba l l  p l ayer ,  a  b ig  guy ,  tha t  wou ld
a lways  s i t  beh ind  me  and  he  wou ld  k i ck  my  cha i r  fo r  the  he l l  o f  i t ,  j u s t
i r r i t a te  me .  One  day  I  go t  fed  up  w i th  i t  and  I  j us t  knocked  the  sh* t  o u t
o f  h im ,  the  pro fessor  d idn ’ t  say  a  word .  A f te r  tha t  I  d idn ’ t  have  a
prob lem w i th  h im k i ck ing  me . ”

"One  t ime  they  [wh i te  s tudents ]  dumped  t rash  in  f ron t  o f  my  door  in
the  dorm and  the  use  o f  the  N-word  was  pre t t y  common among
s tudents ”

" I  was  in  ROTC ,  we  were  dr i l l i ng  and  an  ambu lance  drove  by  w i th  the
s i ren  on  and  the  ambu lance  was  go ing  s low  and  somebody  made  a
comment  say ing  ‘why  they  go t  the  s i ren  on  they  don ’ t  seem to  be  in  a
hur ry ’  and  another  guy  sa id ,  ‘we l l  they  must  be  go ing  to  p i ck  up  a
n***** . ’ ”

J ones  sa id  " I  ca rpoo led  to  For t  J ackson  w i th  a  wh i te  s tudent  and  a  c a r
pu l l ed  out  in  f ron t  o f  the  wh i te  s tudent  and  he  sa id  ' tha t  f*ck in ’
n***** . '  He  apo log i zed  to  me  but  the  th ing  about  i t  i s ,  the  damage  wa s
a l ready  done . ”



“[Before coming to Wofford] I was
not that exposed to white folk, I
knew racism existed, I had never
really experienced it as an
individual. I could not understand
why people would just hate me
and say things just because I was
Black. I had a hard time dealing
with it at first especially my
sophomore year, it hit hard.”

“When I was at Wofford the Black
community was really supportive
and I got a lot of encouragement.
They said things like, ‘we all
pulling for you’, ‘you’re
representing us’, ‘keep up the
good work’, that was a burden.
When Albert [Gray] left I felt like I
had to stay there. I knew I didn’t
have to put up with this sh*t and
felt like walking away. I felt like I
had to prove a point. I felt kind of
marginalized because at Wofford
around white folk I wasn’t
accepted and I felt myself being
pulled away from the Black
community." 

"After I left Wofford I didn’t even want to
set foot back on Wofford’s campus. I
wouldn’t even drive down Church Street
because I didn’t even like to drive by
Wofford because it would bring back
memories.”





In the late 1960s, there was an increase in the recruitment of
Black Students at Wofford.

In 1970, Bobby Leach was appointed as the f irst African
American administrator,  Assistant Dean of Students and
Director of the Residence Hall  Education Program. 

In 1972, Bishop James S. Thomas was the f irst African
American to receive an honorary degree. 

Dr. Otis Turner was the f irst African American professor at
Wofford between 1972-1977.

Janice B. Means was the f irst African American woman to
graduate from Wofford.

In the 1970s, the Association of African American Students
(AAAS) and the Gospel Choir were formed to "meet the
cultural needs of Black students."

In 1979, a city-wide Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
was chartered by ten African American women aff i l iated with
Wofford, Converse College, the University of South Carol ina
Upstate and Limestone College.

In 2020, Wofford College had four ful l-t ime, tenure track
African American faculty.

Civic Affairs Committee Bernard Leach, James Cheek, Franklin Smith,
 

David Whitmire, Sam Powell, The Bohemian



1964 Bohemian, pg. 25

1969 Bohemian, pg. 104

1969 Bohemian, pg.24 

1981 Bohemian, pg.31 



1981 Intercultural Studies- Dr. Tom Thoroughman
1995 Latin American and Caribbean Studies- Dr. Nancy Mandlove, Dr.
Susan Griswold, and Dr. Camille Bethea
2005 African and African American Studies Program- Dr.Gerry Ginocchio
and Dr. Jim Neighbors
2005 Gender Studies Program- Dr. Karen Goodchild and Dr. Sally
Hitchmough
2015 Asian Studies Program- Dr. David Efurd
2015 Middle Eastern and North African Studies- Dr. Courtney Dorroll 

In 1992, Dr. Gerry Ginocchio of the Department of Sociology (later the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology) created several courses related
to race and racism in the United States, he created and co-taught the
sociology of race and ethnic relations with Mrs. Cheryl Harleston. He also
created courses on Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr., and W.E.B. DuBois.  

Other professors who created programs to diversify Wofford's curriculum: 

Student researchers and faculty at the Freedom Rides Museum in Montgomery, AL
 

(L to R) Dr. Rhiannon Leebrick, Ms. Dorothy Walker, Kaycia Best, 
Vera Oberg,  Civil Rights Activist Bernard Lafayette and his wife,

 Alea Harris, Dr. Camille Bethea, Bryson Coleman, and Dieran McGowan.  



Hom ecoming  2013  an d  th e  c l a ss  o f  1983 ’ s  30 th  reu n ion
sp arked  the  idea  o f  the  B la ck  A lu mn i  Su mmi t .

Oc tober  2014  w as  the  F i r s t  An n u a l  B la ck  A lu mn i  Su mmi t .  
 Th i s  o rgan i za t ions  con t in u es  toda y  su ppor t in g  a n d  ra i s in g
money  fo r  va r ious  cau ses  on  ca mpu s  in c lu d in g  su ppor t in g
mi n or i t i zed  s tudents .

Wof ford  s tudents  have  c rea ted  severa l  g rou ps  on  ca mpu s
t o  suppor t  thos e  w ho  iden t i f y  a s  B I POC a n d  th e i r  a l l i e s :

As s oc ia t ion  o f  Mu l t i cu l tu ra l  S tu den ts
B lack  S tudent  A l l i a n ce   
Kappa  A lpha  Ps i  F ra te rn i t y ,  I n c .  -  Nu  Ch i  Ch a pter  
Om ega  Ps i  Ph i  F ra te rn i t y ,  I n c .  -  Ta u  De l ta  Ch a pter  
Organ i za t ion  o f  La t in  Amer i ca n  S tu den ts  
Wof ford  As ian ,  As ia n -Amer i ca n ,  a n d  Pa c i f i c  I s l a n der
S tudent  Organ i za t ion
Wof ford  Men  o f  Co lor  
Wof ford  Wom en o f  Co lor

2015 Black Alumni Summit
 



Dest iny  Shippy  and Naya  Tay lor ,  members  of  the  Wofford
Ant i -Rac ism Coal i t ion ,  Summer  2020 .   

In summer of 2020, national and global protests and organizing against
racial injustice were sparked after the murders of George Floyd and
Breonna Taylor, among other African Americans who were victims of
police brutality.
With members of universities, colleges, businesses, and other
organizations across the United States speaking out against racial
injustice and using their platform to educate and lead, a group of
Wofford students teamed up to speak about their frustration at
Wofford’s ongoing institutional and structural racism by forming the
Wofford Anti-RacismCoalition (WARC) . 
Several letters were sent to college administration and a list of
grievances and demands  were created by WARC.
WARC held a protest in October 2020 to protest racial injustice and to
demand that their demands be met by the college's administration.  



In the midst of the Wofford Antiracism Coalition speaking out,
an anonymous Instagram page became a platform for
students, alumni, staff, and faculty to share their testimony
related to having experienced racism on Wofford's campus. 

The Instagram @blackatwofford took off and gained over
2,000 followers in less than a week.





Wo f ford  admin i s t ra t ion  a n d  B oa rd  o f  T ru s tees :
meet  w i th ,  l i s ten  to ,  a n d  l ea rn  f rom a  w ide  va r ie t y  o f
s tudents ,  i nc lud ing  members  o f  WARC ,  f a cu l t y ,  a n d  s ta f f
i nvo l ved  in  an t i - rac i s t  work  on  ca mpu s
f inanc ia l l y  suppor t  in depen den t  co l l a bora t i ve  s tu den t / fa cu l t y
research  re la ted  to

Rac ia l  J us t i ce  in  th e  Ca mpu s  La n dsca pe
chang ing  bu i ld in g  n a mes  
m ore  p laques /s ta tu es  commemora t in g  B la ck  h i s tory
and  o ther  B IPOC in d i v idu a l s /g rou ps  
c rea te  museum on  ca mpu s  in  th e  Cu mmin gs  S t ree t
S choo l  ded i ca ted  to  preserv in g  h i s tory  re la ted  to
s ys temic  rac i sm a n d  C i v i l  R i gh ts  in  th e  Ups ta te

Rac ia l  J us t i ce  in  Cu r r i cu lu m a n d  Edu ca t ion a l  P ra c t i ces
fund  a  res earch  tea m o f  s tu den ts  a n d  fa cu l t y  ded i ca ted
to  a  f i ve - year  in -depth  resea rch  pro jec t  on  Wof ford ' s
h i s tory
fund  an  a rcheo log i ca l  d i g  on  ca mpu s
fund  s tudent / fa cu l t y  resea rch  on  women  a t
W of ford /T i t l e  I X ,  La t in x  h i s tory ,  As ia n /As ia n  Amer i can
h i s tory ,  I nd igen ou s /F i r s t  Peop le ' s /Na t i ve   Amer i ca n
h i s tory ,  A rab/Ara b  Amer i ca n  h i s tory ,  a n d  LGB TQI A+
h i s tory   
p rov ide  space  fo r  more  con versa t ion s  a bou t
deco lon i z ing  cu r r i cu lu m a cross  d i v i s ion s /depa r tments
update  Wof ford  Co l l ege  webs i te
inv i te  more  B la ck  a lu mn i  to  sh a re  th e i r  s to r ies  w i th
s tudents  in  the  c l a ss room 

Rac ia l  J us t i ce  in  Co l l ege  F in a n ces
Rev iew  o f  ins t i tu t ion a l  i n ves tmen ts / in s t i tu t ion a l
par tnersh ips
E va lua te  re la t ion sh ip  w i th  cu r ren t  don ors  
More  money  ch a n n e led  to  s tu den t  a n d  fa cu l t y  l ed
d i vers i t y ,  i nc lu s ion ,  equ i t y  work
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