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- News for the
" nation’s fishermen

ATLANTIC

“It's a scientific package | have a lol of confidence in.”

— limmy Ruhle, North Carolina fisherman

s new ground by sampling inshore waters

tists join Virginia-based project, complement NOAA's offshore research

toor dragger Darana
0 Mortheast ports ths
back frshermen and
1 much betcer under-
s work,
ore survey, and it
Woods Hole (Mass,)
1 Carolima Asherman
leased his boat o the
{ Marine Science for
Momtorimg and As-
(W w. neanap.net)
tlantic States Marine
EiN
e s survey 15 buald-

MAN = SEFTEMBER 2008

g a tme seres of sampling mshore of
the 6)-foot deprh contour, using the same
gear as MOAAs new research vessel the
Woods Hoele-based Henry B, Bigelow
that will operate outside the 10-fathom
line, says Jim Gartland, the multispecies
survey leader with the Vinnnia Instinute
of Marine Saicnce,

Wldmately, Ruhle says, the goal is "o
et an inshore survey thats never been
done before, from Cape Hatteras (N.CL)
o Martha’s Vineyard (Mass, )"

“T'm really excited about it It's & sci-
entific package | have a lot of confidence
m,” Ruhle said after he and his crew

brought scientises and  guest observers
back to Cape May, BN, o wind up it
spring survey May 15,

“Jim s a highliner, and his crew 1s one of
the best. We're very fortunate 1o be work-
ing with them,” Gartland says. " We've got
work statons set up an his deck, comput-
ers all over the place. We converted his fish
hold into a wet lah”

Ruhle snd he’ already impressed wath
the mumbers of seup, skates and other fish
theught to be searce. Gartland says cau-
tously, "We really need o get our fme
series, and get like theee years dider our
bele. But 1 think this survey will prove

very useful” — Kirk Moore

Union hopes to organize
fishermen on Long Island

Membership offers alluring lobbying power

Aumml that represents some 1.4
million workers in seafcod, food

processing and grocery industries has
reached out o recruit commeraial fish-
ermen, staring with Long lsland. NUY,

Researcher Evan McOmber tends a catch of
skates (with some scep and fluke) taken off
Lang Istand this spring in a coastal survey.

pore that supply the new Pulton Fish
Market.

There is a lot of interest wmong fish-
ermen on Long lshind’s cast end, becanse
they feel vutgummed by NMFS and the
influence envirommental groups have in
Washingron, savs t_h*:nrtzp Niller, ¢+ Mon
tavnk captun whom Lecal 359 of the
United Food and Comumercial Workers
asked o help organsze prelimanary meet
s,

TWelre going to get things togetlien
We're mn the proces You know how it s
with trying to get fishermen twpether,”
Miller says.

Local 359 Pressdent Denms Facco me

with Momntauk and Shinnecock fishermen

i early June, und talked abous how Ful-

T ton workers see that difficulties at the re-

located market in the Huns Point section

' ol the Broms are related o the diminished

5 supply of domestc seafood.

The mam attracton of the Uniced

2 Pood union i is force of lobbyiss and

bawryers, Mibler savs, Fishérmien hope they
could be a counterweight in Congress o
environmeneal groups, who had o lov of
mfluence during the last reauthorization
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act.

But a union that deals mostly with the
processiog and sales end of the business
has a steep learning curve to understand
the science and pohioes of carching fish,
Miller says: “We have o educate them on
a lor of things on our end. It's-a massive
mess. ECAL

Chesapeake crabs turn up,
but dock prices are sinking

Fuel costs pinch fishermen and processors

hesapeake Bay crabbers are catch-
mg crabs: buc price ar the dock 1
sinking 10 a year when fuel and other ex-
penses have gone through the rool
In Virgnma, the spring hard crab and
peeler catch have been “pretty good.” savs
Michael J. Oesterling, commercial Osher-
ies specialist wath the Virginia Instituce

For updated news, visit www. nationalfisherman.com
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