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A= a result of special interests in both perceived patriotism and

personality, the following research will be a study exploring the relationships
betwaen perceptions of patriotic ctimuli and personality traits.

It is interesting the think about the many wWays that patriotic stimuli
may Le used Lo promote a varliety pf things such as 2 certain political
philosophy o1 candidate, One such way would involve studying the effects of
patriotic stimuli on people, how they perceive patrintlsm. Vhen this interest
in patriotism 13 paired with another interest in personality, the results are a.
ctudy exploring the relationships between personality traits and perceptions of
patriotic stimuli.

The purpose of the study is to explore the relationships between measures
of personality bralts and the ratings of self-perceptions of visval stimull.
The visval stimuli consists of pictorial representations of various levels of
patriotic activity.

The ratings of self-perceptions of visual, patriotic stimull were
based on evaluations of the degree to which the actions in the visual slides
reflected “"the value of belief in, allegiance to, and support for one's country."
These were rated on a 1-5 Likert scale (l=very weak to S=very strong).

The pe:sunality traits being measured are authoritarianisn and locus
of control. Authoritarianism was measured by the F scale-Revised, (Byrne,
1079), and locus of control was measured by the Internal/External Control Scale,

(Rotter, 1969).
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Because of the highly original nature of this study, it was difficult to
discover literakture regarding any previous, similiar research. Although an

intensive computer search was conducted, the results indicated that there are

not many, 1f at all, previous studies of this nature.

Self-Report Measuripng Devices

The flrst self-report measuring device utilized in this study was Donn
Byrne's revision of T.W. Adorno's F scale (1950). Adorno was among the first |
to study the authoritarian aspect of the personality, just after VWorld War II.
He began his research as an attempt to identify the "potentially fascist"
individual. Adorno belleved that this individual was particularly susceptible
to antidemocratic propaganda. His description of authoritarian characteristics
included conventionalism, authoritarianism submission and aggression, cynicism,
toughness, superstition, and steriotypy (Byrne, 1974).

Adorno constructed a scale in an effort to identify the organizing forces
that make up this potentially fascistic individual. This individual's
susceptibility to antidemocratic ideology was to become known as
authoritarianism and was measured by the Fascist scale (F scale)

This F scale included items that were designed to measure those beliefs
that were thought to be associated with authoritarianism. The individuals were
ldentified as belng rigidly adherent to conventional values, obedient to
appropriate officials of these values, and favoring the punishment of violators,

Furthermore, these authoritarians were thought to possess a weak ego controlled
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by a strict superego.

It was the opinion of Adorno (1950) that "no politico-social trend imposes
a graver threat to our traditional values and institutions than does fascism."
He also believed that gaining a knowledge of the personallty forces behind
fascism would be useful in ultimately combalbtling it

Although this scale was utilized in several Adarno experiments (resulting
in an overall reliability of .74), (Adorno, Frenkel-Brunswik, Levinscon, &
Sanford, 1950), there was still a problem with its structure. The problem with
Adorno's scale was the tendency of aquiescent response biases. This means that.
individuals tended to agree to the majority of the ltems because each iltem was
atmed in the same diréction. In other words, the statements used in this scale
were consistent with each other and received virtually the same scares. In
order to get around this problem, 1t was necessary to formulate reversed
statements to balance the scale of test items.

Donn Byrme (1974) was the first to develop reversals for Adorno's F scale,
Byrne developed a large number of reversed items and administered them, as well
as Adorno's original scale, to various samples of undergraduates. He identified
eleven rever=als which best correlated with scores on the original F scale and
combined the two sets of test items. This resulted in the twenty-two item
balanced F scale which controls for acqulescence (Byrme, 1974).

The participants rated each test item according to a six—point scale which
{ncluded: =trong support, agreement; moderate support, agreement; slight

support, agreement; slight opposition, disagreement; moderate opposition,
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disagreement; and strong oppostion, disagreement. The scoring values for each
item was 7,6,5,3,2,1, respectively, and the order was reversed for reversal
statements. The correlation between the new balanced F scale and the original
scale is .84 (Byrne, 1974). This high positive correlation demonstrates that 1t
is possible to measure authoritarianism without the influence of acquiescence as
mentioned above.

In this study, Byrne's Balanced F scale will be one of the independent
variables; it consists of 22 statements and will be referred to as a "public
opinion scale The participants will respond to each statement according to a
six-point scale, (as discussed earlier), ranging from strong support to strong
opposition.

The second self-report measuring devise used in this study was the
Internal/External Control Scale developed by Julian Rotter (1969). This scale
was used to measure the participant's locus of control. The participants' score
on this scale may indicate one of two attitudes: 1) that they have control and
are responsible for the occurrence of reinforcements through their own behaviar
(internals"), or, 2) that they have no control and that reinforcements are not
dependent on their hehavior (externals). Rather, they feel that reinforcements
are due to fate, chance, or powerful others, (Fhares, 1976).

In constructing this scale, Rotter and his colleagues concentrated on
determining relationships among various goals or reinforcements. They
acknowledged the idea that a person's behavior, as determined by locus of

contrnl beliefs, would tend to be highly related within a specific need area
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rather than across many different needs (Phares, 1976). For example, when
dealing with academic goals, a person might behave according to an internal
locus of control. But, when love and emational goals are considered, the
Lbehavior may be more external. For this reason, it was important to develop a
scale that measured locus of control separately in different life areas, rather
than generalizing for every situation.

Pa=ad on these ideas, Rotter's I/E scale was set up to include test items
from several areas of life. These areas were academic recognition, social
recognition, love and affection, dominance, soclal-political events, and general
life philosophy (Fhares, 1976). The initial version of the scale was made up of
100 pairs of forced-cholce type statements, one {tem of each palr dealing with
an external belief and the nther dealing with an internal belief. The number of
test items was graduwally reduced according to thelr internal consistency and
ths validity data from two studies (Rotter, Liverant, & Crowne, 1961; Seeman &
Evans, 1962), (Fhares, 1976). After several revisions, the final scale was a
23-1tem verslon. However, in an attempt to disgulse the purpose of the scale,
Rotter added six filler test items which brought the total number of pairs to

29, This final version became known as the Rotter Internal/External Control

Scale,
Method

The participants In this study were 124 Fembroke State University

under graduate students. These students were recruited as volunteers from two
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cections of Introductory Psychology classes and one gection from a @
Psychological research course; they received course credit for their
participation. The participants were traditional college students of a 4 year
unlversity in regard to age; the majority fell between 18 and 21 years of age.
Approximately 60% were female and 40% male. Although additional data regarding
the participants may have been useful, no other data was collected.

The participants were told that "the following research deals with the
relationship between various viewpoints toward 1ife events and one's perceptions
of a variety of visual stimuli" The participants were then asked to complete 2
self-report measuring devises. These measures were the F-scale-Revised, (Byrne,
1079), and the Internal/External Control Scale, (Rotter, 1966). The information
was then coded so that proper credit could be given for participation.

Once these procedures were completed, the participants were asked to view
and rate A4 slides. Bach slide was presented for 2 seconds. The dependent
variable is the participants interpretation of each slide. The subject matter
of these slides included varyious levels of patriotic activity. This activity
ranges from very patriotic to antipatriotic. These slides are both products of
contrived situations and reproductions of photographs collected from various
bonks and periodicals, Gefer to appendix C for list and description of slides).

Because of the complexity involved in defining an abstract term such as
patriotism, the procedures for selecting the various images were quite difficult.
After consulting several dictionaries and thesaurus', the basic premise behind

the selection of these images involved several aspects of what these sources



An Exploratory Study

7
defined as patriotic. These aspects included belief in, allegiance to, and
support tor ones' country. The various subject matter included the military, the
olympiad, soclal justice scenes, educational and familial scenes. In order to
give the participants an opportunity to respond in a variety of ways, according
to the 1-5 rating scale, the visual images ranged from patriotic to
antipatrintic. This also served as a means of avolding acquiescence, as
aforementioned.

The participants were asked to rate the 64 slides according to "what
degree do the actions in this plcture reflect the value of belief in, allegiance
to , and support for one's country." Support in this study can be defined as
the tendency to uphold or defend ones' county. Bellef is having faith and trust
in ones country, and allegiance is devotion to ones' country. The ratings were
based on the following S5-point Likert scale: 1=very weak, 2=weak, 3=niether
strong nor weak, 4=strong, HD=very strong.

Once the ratings were completed, the participants were informed of the
general nature of the study. They were also given the opportunity to learn

group and individual results.
Study

Pecavse of the highly original nature of this study and lack of previous
research to benefit from, the predictions will be purely exploratory.
It is predicted that there will be no degree of relationship between levels

of authoritarianism and locus of control and cognitive interpretations of
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patriotic stimuli. If this null hypothesis is rejected, the alternate hypothesis
is that there is a degree of relationship between the two personality traits
and cognitive interpretations of patriotic stimuli. These hypotheses have been
arranged ln order to exclude the possibility of other relationships. The study

has been designed to test these hypotheses.

Results

Step-wise multiple regression was used to evaluate which of the 64 slides
were good predictors of the two personality scale scores.

On evaluation of the F-Scale (measure of authoritarianism) criterion, 3
slides were found to be statistically significant predictors. The multiple
correlation value was .477. These slides were #53 (a large family wedding
picture), #13 (young boys reading in an opld-time classroom), and #29 (John F.
Eennedy and his dauvghter).

The F-Scale scores were then separated into three groups: low
authoritarians, moderate authoritarians, and high authoritarians. This
distinction into groups was based on the group mean score and +/- one standard
deviation. Any score greater than the mean score plus one standard deviation
was considered high authoritarian. Similarly, any score lower than the mean
score minus one standard deviation was considered low authoritarian.

Only slides #13 (young bays reading in an old-time classroom) and #53
(large family wedding picture) were found to have statistical significance

between the 2 groups. In the comparisons of groups on slide #13 (classroom),
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the mean score of the low authoritarians (3.359) was found to be higher than the
mean score of the high authoritarians (2.33). Regarding slide #53 (wedding),
the mean score of the high authoritarians (3.952) was found to be higher than
the mean scores of both the low authoritarians (3.095) and the moderate
authoritarians (3.354).

The multiple correlation for the Intetnal/BExternal Control Scale as the
criterion for the 64 slides as predlctors was Al. Only slides #36 (Washington
fireworke), #50 (Cadets throwing thelr hats), and #54 ( Asian-American 12 year-
nld girl with flag) were found to be statistically significant predictors.

The Internal/External Control Scale scores were then separated into 3
groups. The scores of group > indicated moderate internal and external
character istics while groups 1 and 3 had extreme scores indicating high
externals and high internals. Any score lower than the mean group score minus
one standard deviation was considered high {nternal, (group 1), while any score
greater than the mean group score plus one standard deviation was considered
high external, (group 3).

Only slides #36 (Washington fireworks) and #54 (Asian-American girl with
werekfound to have statistically significant F-values. The scores of
group 1 and group 2 were significantly higher than group 3 for slide #36
(fireworks). The mean scores of the high {nternals and group 2 for this slide
were 4.45 and 4.178, respectively, while the mean score of the high externals
for this same slide was 3.529. Regarding slide #54 (Asian-American girl), the

mean scores af the high internals <4.4) was found to be higher than the mean
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The mean group score for the Internal/External Control Scale was -1.883,
this 1s the difference between the internal score and the external score. The
minimum score was -17 while the maximum score was 15.

The mean group score for the F-Scale was 93.488. The minimum score was
43 while the maximum scare was 130. (Flease refer to appendices for line

charts of both scales).

Conclusion

The original prediction was that there would be no degree of relationship
between levels of authoritarianism and locus of control and cognitive
interpretations of patriotic stimuli. Since we did in fact discover some
differences, we will reject this null hypothesis and go to our alternate
hypothesis which states that there 15 a degree of relationship between the two
personality trailts and cognitive interpretations of patriotic stimuli
This research discovered that certain stimull can serve as predictors of
the two personallty scale scores.

The results of this study offer some very important findings. One of
which is that people do tend to respond to certain patriotic stimull more than
other types of pabrintic stimuli. Future research might prove beneficial in the
area of political campaigning and various other pro-patriotic movements. It
may help indicate what works on the public and what does not in order to gain

support for a certain political philosophy or candidate. Further research in
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thie area will indeed prove to be both interesting and beneficial to this

country's fubture.
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Appendix A
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CODE NUMBER

QL. a. gtiidrgn gel into trouble bucause thelr pavents punish them LOO
b. The trouble with most children nowpdays is that thelr pacents aga
too easy with them.
02. a. ?ﬁgﬁ of the unhappy things in people’s lives are partly due to bad
b. Psople's misfortunss vesult from the mistakes they make.
03. a. One of the major ressons why we have wars is bescause people don't
take enough interest in politics.
b. There will alvays be warvs, no matter how hard pacple try to peevent
them.
04. a. 1In the long run pecple get the respect Lhey desavve in this world.
b. Unfortunabely, an individual's worth often passes uncecognized no
matter how havd he trias.
0%5. @. The ides that teachers are unfalr to students is nonsense.
b. Most studerts don't realive the extent to which thelr grades are
influenced by accidental happenings.
06. a. Without the right breaks cne cannot ba an sffective leadsr.
b. Capable people who fall to become leaders have not taken advantage
of their opportunitiss.
07. a. Ho matter how hard you try some people just don't like you.
b. People who can't get others to 1ike them don't undecrstand how to
gst along with obhexa.
08. a. Heredity plays the major role in Aevermining one's personality.
b. it is one's sgpsviences in 1life vhich detarmine what they've like.
09. a. I have often found that what is golng to happen will happen.
b. Trusting to fate has ngver tugned out &s well for me as making a
decision to take a definite couras of agtion.
10. a. In the case of the well pre 3 gtudent there i3 rarely il ever
such 8 thing as an wnfaly teat.
b. Many times exam questions tend to be 8o wnrelated to course work
that studying is really uselass.
11. a. Becoming a success s a mwatier of nard work, luck has little or
nothing to do with it.
b. Getting a goud job depends malnly on being in the right place at
the right tims.
12. a. The average citizen can have an influence in government decisions.
b. This world is run by the few people in power, and there is not much
the little guy can do about it.
13. a. When I make plans, I am almost certain that I can maks them work.
b. It is not always wise to plan £oo far shesd bacause many things
turn out ko be a matisr of geod or bad fortune anyway.

14. a. There are cortain pegple who ave just no gowd.
b. Thers is some good in everybody.
15. a. In my case getting what I want has 1ittle oy nothing to du with
luck.
b. Many times we might just as well decide what to do by £lipping
a cein.

16. a. Who gets to ba the boss often depends on who was lucky enough
to be in the right place first.
b. Getting people to do the right thing depands upon ability; luck
nas little to do with it.
17. a. A8 Far as world affairs are concerned, most of us are the victims
of forces we can nelther understand nog control.
b, By taking an active pact in political and social affairs the people
can control world events.
18. a. Host people don't reslize the extent to which their lives are controlled
by accidentsl happenings.
b. There really is no such thing as "luck.”
19. a. One should always be willing to admt WIETAKES .
b. It is usually beast to cover up one's mistakes.
20. a. 1t is hard to know whether or not a parson teally likes you.
b. How many friends you have dapands upon how nice a person you are.
21. a. In the long run the bad things that happen to us are balanced by
tha good ones.
b, Most misfortunes are the result of lack of ability, ignorances
laziness, or all thres. .
23. a. With enough affort we can wips out political corruption. i
b. It iz Jifficult for people to have mich control over the things
politicians do in office.
23. a. Sometimes I can't underekand how teachers arrive at the grades they

glve.
b. There is a direct connection between how hard I study and the gradss
1 get.
24. a. A good leader expacts people to gscide for themselves what they
should do. ’

b. A good leader makes it clear to everybody what thelr joba are.
25. a. Many times I feel thab 1 nave little influence over the things that
happen to wa.
b, It is inpossible for me to pelieve that chance or luck plays an
impoctant role in wy life.
26. a. Pgople are lonaly because they don't tey to be friendly.
b. There's not much use in trylng too hard to please people, if they
1ike you, they like you.
27. a. There is teo much emphasis on athlstice in high school.
b. ‘Team sports are an excellent way to build character.
28. a. What happens to me is my own doing. .
b. Suetimes I feel that 1 don't have enough control over the direction
my life is taking.
29. a. Most of the time I can'h understand why politicians behave the way
they do.
b. In zhe long run the people are responsible for bad governmant on
a national as wall as on a local leval.




PUBLIC TPININ STALE CCODE NUMBER

assess the epinions of college students aboul 3 number of irnportant personal,
ach statement iz vour personai opinion. Wa have tried t0 cover many different and
reeing strongiy with some of the stater strengly with others, and
d th any 3tatemmant, 7ou C30 D Suré hat many geapls Teel the same way wou 24

-

ark your oginion about each statement on the arswer sheet (foilowing the statements) aczording to how ruch you agrae or disagree with it

PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE: Strong Moderate Slight Slight Moderate Strong
opposition,  opposition,  opposition, support, support, SUpPart,
disagreement disagreement disagreement agreement  agreement  agreement

31, Trere is hardly anything lawer than a person who does not feel
a great love, gratitude, and reapect for nis parents. 2 b C d e i
5%, Aninsult to our honor should always be punished. 3 b C d e f

03 Beoke and movies ought not to deal S0 much with the unpleasant
and seamy gide of life; ihey ought to concentrate on themes that
are entertaining or unlifting. . ] b < qd e f

m

X 54 What the youth need most is strict discioline, ruggsd

ke determination and the will to work and fignt for family and

m country. a b c ¢ s ¢
oY

b4y

OS5 Mo =ane, normal, decent person couid ever think of hurting a
close Trisnd. 3 o o d e

-

a6, Young people sametimes gel redellious ideas, out as they graow

up they ougni io gel over them and seitie dawn. 2 b e 4 = T
07 The findings of science may some day show that many of our

most cherished beliefs are wreng, a o “ a = f
08, It is highly unlikely that astrolegy will be ever aple ic expiain

anyining. 2 |4 e d & f
39 Peaple sught to pay mere aitention to new ideas, even if they

seern to ga against the American way of 1ife. 8 ! e ! g ;

10, If pacole would talk less and work more, everbady would de
y 7




PUBLIC CFINION SCALE

PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPOMSE Stre 2 Slight Slight Maderate Sirong
2 ¢ H OV H wopdsition, spoosition, spport, support, sugpport
e

QUE_:::_SH disagreemen: disagresment agreement agreement aqreement

1%, A person who has bad rnanners, habits, and breeding can hardly
expect 1o get along with decent peanie A b C 4 ¥

3]

<% insuits to our honor are not always jrmportant enough to bother

about. 2 b & 4 & f
13, it's all right for people to raise questions gbout even the mast
sacred matiers 3 b C d ] f
14. Cbadience and respect for authority are the mast irmportant
virtues children should learn. ] b c d 2 f
15, There is no reason to punish any crime with the death pansity a b C d @ f
m
XS 6. Anyone Who would interoret the Bible literslly just doesnt.
m.m know much ausut geology, bioloigy, or history. 2 D < a e £
m._ {7 in this scientific age the need for religious belief is more
wnocriant than ever. 3 b C ! 3 f
15 when they are little, kids sometimes think about doing harm
to one or both of their parents. 2 b c 4 B f
1G it i5 possibie that creatures an other planets have foundad
2 hetter society than curs. 3 e z 3 ] ¢
2¢. The prisoners in our rrective Smaf-_o__m regardless of ihe
naturs of their %..Bmm usocs be huraanely trasied. a b z qd E i
=1. The saoner pecple realize that we rust get rid af alt the traiters
in the qovernrment the betler oft we'li be. 3 ¢ (& d 2 £

=5 Lame of ihe gresiest 2t ?__( itas for horrors) in man's story
nave been commitied i the name of ralinion and morality, 2 o o 4 = :
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13.

14.

Appendix C

Description of Slides

Betsy Ross sewing flag
Jail house scene

Elderly couple being wed
Olymplc scene

Rlack, white and oriental
schaool girls in line

Viet Nam Vets with flag
Burning American flag

American family picture
Viet Nam Vets with flag

Two little girls in “"brownie"
uniforms

Historical hattle scene

Black man looking at Lincoln
sculpture

Young boys reading in old-
time classroom

Lady in KKK outfit kisses
baby

Raising of the flag
(Iwo Jima)

Army recruiting poster
Statue of Liberty

Mother, father, and baby
Military man holding rifle

Policeman talking with young

boy

21.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

40,

Girl in red, white, and
blue saluting flag

Olympic scene
Headline: "JFK Slain"

Mother and baby

Bruce Springsteen, American
flag

Slave auction scene
Lady holding a cat
Vest Point cadets
JFK and daughter
same as #10

same as #9

Soldier kissing lady
(WWID

Snow, skiers holding flag
KKK burning a cross

same as #16

Vashington fireworks
Beggar sitting in street

Native American elder man
and woman

Young black girl holding
flag

Astronaut on moon



Appendix C

(cont )

11, same as #21 b4, Asian-American girl
with Awerican flag
42. Black lady holding baby
. Historical battle
1o Visk Nawm vets wiih [y scane, American flag
P ey #Y 56, Black lady with {lag at
grave marker
4%, same oz #1°
57. Lincoln Memorial, person
in. Livcoln Memor ial, black sweeping
man sweeping in background
58. same as #34
47. The Capitol
59. same as #18
48. Young boy and girl holding
sparkler 60. Cadets throwing hats
49. Black military man crying 61. John F. Kennedy, flag
50. Mary-Lou Retton, Olympics 62. Young children in old-
time < lat oo
51. Military man with woman
KiG minrching with flag
B2, Statuwe of Libe:

coebiing piolure, tamily

64. Black lady walking
Fhy eveele mennor (Al field of

Pags
wr



Slide #

Group's aver age

t F"-’.SPC)H.C%F"

ERCHE
240
24N
4.157
SRS

L

J.oAld

3.825

L2331

2,866

o}

. 648

242

A72

516

461

very
weak

5

Pl

105

9

(1]

10

o3

Appendix D

weak

15

10

11

14

&
[se!

[&)]

0

10

11

netither
strong
nor
weak
36
42
53

11

60
24

60

67
18
44

44

strong
41
16
42
49
43

22

46
34
26
64
57

50

very

43

17

51

21

05

18

13

35

98

64

84

23

33

11

18

76




glide #

29,

30.

31,

23,
34,
35,

36,

38.
29,
40.
41,
42,
a3,

14,

group'ss
average
response

Ls

Q45

. 008

133

134

D16

. 866

L4772

429

. 055

L4086

469

Appendix D

(cont.)
vary
weak weak
g0 23
5 15
5 15
8 11
13 ez
5 2
, 3
5 1z
4 18
5 19
5 4
06 16
6 5
3 7
30 37
& 7
2 .
: 3
3
12
' 14
0 .
104
9

neither
strong
nor
weak
11
H4
31
36
73
f
33
03
34
44

26

10
19

32

strong

26

13
45
52

34

40
23

43

8]

very
gtrong
31
12
26

29

13
38
12
22
20

41

55

59
10
30
75

16

71

<<4986




glide #

63.

64 .

grnnp'ﬁ

aver :\gr}
response

.188

484

086

. 195

L4065

[}
[aN)

. 383

234

. 398

. 362

772

.598

418

very

weak

|

~3

a

}\p[}el‘lﬂi}{ D
(cont.)

weak

16

0

[\®]

12

16

gl

16

neither
strong
nor

weak
58
18
14
71
49
21
43

5
63
17

11

70
14
15

38

very

strong strong
40 7
51 52
55 53
32 13
16 22
35 68
51 26
43 76
27 22
65 40
25 75
20 86
53 62

5 3
22 16
39 72
40 69
45 34

6 6
30 76
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Means

Appendix F

Ilean Patings by the 64 Slides (Dbeervations)

20 30 40
Observations

50

éo

Distribution of group's Average
ratings of slides 1-64






