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The   histor.`.   of   the   Matthe\`'   Fontail`.c   Maur.v   High   School.   known   for
man}.  years  as  the  .\.orfolk   High   School.   is  to   a   marked   degree   the   history
of  the  change  in   attitude  of  the  communit.v  to\`'ard   higher   public  education.
Counting   among  its   inhabitants   hundreds  of   families   whose   ancestors   ``'erc
the  s{urd}.  Ca`'a]iers  t]f  the  earl.v  settlement  of   Virginia,   \'orfolk  held   on  to
the  old   idea  ot.  the  ctlucation   of  the  classes   by   tutors  or   in   private   schools,
de`'cloping    `+'ithin    her    rmits    ins:itutions    of    that    t.`.pe    that    were    known
throughout   `'irginia   ai}d   neighboring   s:ates   for   the   educatit]nal   ad`'antages
that  they  offered.

NORF`OLK  HIGH  SCHOOL  lb94-19f.18

Elcmcntary   schools   were   establishe(I   in   \'orfolk   as   earl.v   as   1857   and
organized   along  accepted   lines.     I'nder  the  Superintendenc.v   of   .\1r.  Kcnton
C.  Murray,  these  schools  gained  fa`.or  with  the  public.     Catching  a  `'isitm  of
a  future  n'ccd,  Mr.  Murra.v  in  189+  urged  the  establishment  of  a  high.school.
His   suggestion   met   ``'ith   violent   opposition,   but   w.ith   the   courage   born   of
strong   conviction,   ,\Ir.   Murray   overcame   this   oppositiolt,   and    the   School
Board   authorized   him   to   purchase   a   site   for   high   school   purposes.     The



Hemi,,gwa-`. Sch,,ol` a    iiri`.ate    il`stit`iti(in     liicatc{l     till     a     twti-aiitl-tti`c-half-

acre   ltit   tii`   Park   ai`tl   Lti`.itt   A`'el``ie*,   w':i*   I.`lrchn*t'tl    ftir   $25,()()().      {)ii   Se|t-

temlter   15,189+,   with   .1   fat`ult.`.   (}f   fil`lr   te.1t`ht.r*   ulitl   Mr.   {;e{)rge   M{`K.   I}:iili

as  |"iiii`iital.  the   `Ttirftilk   ]Iigh   Sclitifil   `va*  tii.ciictl.      \\'ithin   ()lie   week   it   \`'&*

filled   to   its  cap.icit.`'.      The   `.isitili   hatl   l`t.r(wllc   .1   re.1lit.`..      11`   J`iiic   ttt.   the   fiil-

lowil`g   .Year,   the   `'tirftilk    IIigh    St`hiitil   l`:Ill    .i   Hr:ltl`I:ltillg   t`l:l**   t`om|tn*etl   (if

fo`ir   .voLiiig   ladies.

Ill  Jaliuar.`',   1896.   Mr.   M`irra.\'   `v:]S   s`i(`t`eetletl   tt.\'   Mr.   Ri(`hartl   .`\.   I)(ihie,

who    whole-hcartetll}'    tiiri`etl    his    eliergies    tti    the    f`.rtheril`g    (tf    the    w(irk

begun  h.v  his  I.retlecessor.     I}efttre  tlie  ni.eliiiig  tif  the  secttntl   sessiiil`,  .111   al`l`ex

was  erected   at`d   atltliti{}Ilal  teai`hers  ern[ilti.vetl.     'I`he  elirollmeltt  stltill  tiLltgre\`'

these   {iilarters   al`tl   a   sectti`{l   aliliex   ``':is   li`iilt   ill   1899.

So   well   organi';ed    ai`tl    tle`.elttite{I    hatl    l`een    the   high    *{`httttl   itlea    th:lt

in   four   .Years   Nt)rfolk   reali'zetl   the   .i{l`'.ilitages   .ili{l   o]iptir(`Iiiities   tifferetl   ill

such   a   schcol   and   demaii{Ied   .in   extelitletl   aii{l   eiilarge{l   i`LirricLilum   tti   mcc't

a   recognized   lleed-higher   etl`ication   ftir   .ill   the   I.eople.

NORFOLK  HIGH  SCHOOL  1908-1911
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Iii   19()6   I.I:ili*   wcrc   hcgiiii   f.ir   .hc   crcctioii   of   a fircprotif   hllildiiig with

{``'er.v   in(}{lerli   ilTiiwo`'t.lllelit    aii{I   the    lale#t   f:icilitics   for   clcctivc   schotilrtii)in

wtirk    to   at`t.()I)irTi.i{la:c    I.()()()   *l`itlclit*.       After   delays   (i'f   every    kilitl,   the    licw

liililtlilig,    whit`h   {`ti*t   $275,I)()()   c(itiiii|}etl,    was   tipel]cd    in    r`ct]ruary,1911.       In

atltliti(in   tti   f()rty-fit.e   {.lat,srtiiims   il   hall   thrcc   scicncc   laboratories,   shopg   for

mai``Ial    trailiiiig,    a    g.vmli:isi`im,    a    liltrary,    al`d    a    large    auditorium.      971

itupils    were    elirolled.      V\'ith    its    excclleiit   c(iuipmelit   alid    its    well   trained

faciilty,  this   sch(}(}l   hecame   nl   iiiicc   a   |mwerful   f(ircc   in   the   education   of  the

ctimm`iiiity.     It  was  li()  I()liger  the   \'orft]Ik   tligh   School;   it  was  the   Matthew

Fontaine   Maiiry   [Iigh   Schittil,   all   ii`*lit`itiim   that   embodied   in   itg   orgai`i'/.a-

lion   the   i{le.ils   that  f:iiitleil   Virgilii.i'S  Tiwii   *.ili,   the   "Pa(hfindcr  of   the   Seas."

It   wHs   {liiring   the   c(tllstr`ictitil`   Iif   lhi`   Iniiltlilig   that   the   old   high   school

tuliltliiig   was   part:ally   (le*trti.vetl   I..+'   fire,   aii{I    the   ficwly   erccteil   John   Mar-

shall   Schtitil   ()1`   ()m{illlllltlrti   Avell`Ie   wa*   f.rc*.ctl    iiltti   service.

'I`he  c`H.I.ic`IIa   ()lTere(I   .1I`tl   the   iiistrut`ti(ill   Hi`.cii   at   Maury   met   with   such

f.i\'tir  iii  the  c()mmu]li:y,  whii`h  at  this  time  was  growirig  h.v  leaps  and  bounds,

that  I.y   191+,  the   sch()()I  ctiul(I   n(it  .icc/immtitlate  those   applying  for   admission.

Six    atl(I:titiltal    r().)ms    `vere    .1{ltletl    t{i    take    care    of    the    I)omestic    Scicncc

(`las! es.

'I`he  pei.iod  of  the  W(ir]d  War  saw  Maur.v  taking  part  ill  every  activity,

cveii  graduating  its  bo.vs  in  time  for  them  to  go  to  the  front.

In   1916  the   school  §uffcrcd   a   serious   loss   in   the   death   of   its  principal,

Mr.   George   MCK.   I}aili,   whose   ideals   had   been   its   foundation   and   whose

life  had   heen  the   inspiration  of  every   pupil   and   teacher  so   fortunate   as  to

work   with   him.     Ulidcr   his   successor,   Mr.   Mallory   K.   Cannon,   who   had

been  associatetl  with  the  school  as  teacher  and  assistant  principal  since  1896,

the  school  maintained   its  high  standards  and   met  the  demands  of  the  post-

war  days   when  2,00()   studel`ts  were   enrolled.     It   was  at  th:s  time   that  the

Vocational  Classes  under  the   Smith-Hughcs  Foundation  were  established   at

Maury  for  the   rehabilitation  of  the  World  War  veterans.

The   two   junior   high   schools   have   relieved   Maury   of   the   first-year

pupils,   but  today   there   are   I,7oo   students  enrolled   for  the  three  classes   of
senior  high   school   work.

Mr.  Arthur   8.   Bristow,  who  was  elected   at  the  death  of  Mr.   Cannon,

is  at  pre§ellt  the  principal  of  Maury.     From  a  faculty  of  four  in   1894,  the

number  has  grown  to  seventy  in  1925.
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