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DAN TOMPKINS: MOUNTAIN EDITOR
AN ABSTRACT

Rural, isolated Jackson County, North Carolina, was the
home of Dan Tompkins, editor of the Jagkson County Journsl
of Sylva, Jackson County rests in North Carolina's Appalachian
Ranges, In the early twentieth century her inhabitants
were restricted because the dearth of transportation and
communication facilities.

Many of the limitations on Jackson County folks were
removed through the efforts of Dan Tompkins. For thirtye-one
years Tompkins published an honest paper on the reading
level of the citizens of Jackson County., Tompkins was a
progressive and active leader of his area., Through the
Journal's editorial column and as representative in the General
Assembly of North Carolina, he sought to break down the
isolation and bring progress to wWestern North Carolina and
Jaockson County.

Tompkins dreamed of making Western North Carolina the
"Switzerland of America." His dream eould be realized, he
felt, Af the area had paved roads, tourist accommodations,

a national park in the Smokies, better public facilities,
and a better education for the mountain people.
Tompkine was not Just a dreamer, he was a man of aetion,

Therefore, many of Tompkins'! dreams were to become realities



for Jackson County and Western North Carolina. Dan Tompkins

was largely responsible for the paving of Highway 107 from

Sylva to the South Carolina line. Because of nls heated
editorials and active support in the state legislative,

Tompkins was an important foree in preventing removal of Western
Carolina Teacher's College from Cullowhee to Asheville.

Tompkine was also instrumental in getting the state to appro-
priate money for expanding the facilities of the college.

To make realities of his dreams, Dan Tompkins sacrificed
any financial suceess that might have been his. His deter~
mination to represent ably the people who elected him to
public office was one cause of the folding of the Journal.
Tompkins wap a most generous individual; he never had very mueh
with which to assist his needy friends materially, but he did
possess what was perhaps most needed--a smile and encouragement.

Tompkine was an asset to Jackson County. His energles
were glven unselfishly to the benefit of progress for Western
North Carolina, Jackson County and the area owe much to the
powerful pen and influence of Darn Tompkins,



CHAPTER I
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY JACKEON COUNTY

A rural county named for Andrew Jackson 1s nestled
among the Smokey, Cowee, and Balsam Mountains of Western
North Carolina.l An early eitizen, James Cathy, sald in
comparing Jackson County to a highland lass that "she oould
pillow her head on the brow of the Great SlokO,I.GOBDOOO
her body in the valley of the Tuckasseigihy sig] outstreteh
her arms, the one on the Cowee and the other on the Balsamj
rest the concave of her knees on the Blue Rldge, and twiddle
her toes in the Chatooga and Toxawey Aivers."? Barely &
decade had elapsed after Cathy's poetic deseription before
Jackson County had to surrender territory both to the north
and south,3 Jackson County, which was formed in 1851, at
present 1s bounded by Haywood and Trensylvania counties on
the East; Macon and Swain counties on the West) Swain and
Haywood counties on the North; and South Carolina and Georgla
on the South.® Jaeckson County's terrain is composed of
elevated plateaus, rolling hills, rugged mountains, and

1::.out1vo Committee of the Jackson County Centennial

Celebration (Sylva, North Carolina:
Herald mxiw. o {

“Idid., p. 11,

31pid., p. 13.

¥chamber of Commerce Sylva, North Carolina, "Jackson
County, North Carolina" (lwavu’ Ps 1. (mimeographed,)



pleturesque and fertile valleys,”? Throughout this area,
where numerous Cherokee Indians once roamed, the beautiful,
winding Tuckaseigee 1s swelled by numerous cold mountain
trout streams.® Now, as always, most of Jackson County is
heavily forested; the extent of forest indicates the slow
growth of this isolated, mountalnous county,

At the beginning of the twentlieth gcentury, the Cherokee
warriors were silent, Jaockson County had three incorporated
towns, Webster, Sylva, and Dillsboro. As late as 1910 none
of the towns had & population as great as 2,500.7 To this
date only Sylva had achleved a population large enough to
be classified as urban., Obviously, Jackson County, in 1910
was ruralj however, if one is to understand the soeclal,
political, and economic situation in the county, attention
must be given to the modest population centers that did
exint,

Webster, located in the approximate geographic center
of the county, was the county seat until 1913. Atop a
beautiful hill overlooking the Tuckaseigee, the small, rural
county seat consisted of the old courthouse, a jail, two
hotels, three country stores, and a drug store. In 1911
these bulldings, with the exception of the Jall and the old

Smpid., ». 2.

Ggxecutive Committee of the Jackson County Centennial,
op. git., p. 11.




brick courthouse erected in 1854, burned and were never
rebuilt.® This aisaster contributed to a growing movement

to transfer the county seat from Webster to Sylva. New
facilities were necessary becuase of the age and insufficlent
space of the courthouse. Finally, after much heated discussion
and a popular vote, the county electorate approved removal

of the county seat, despite the faot that the cost of the new
bullding was five times greater than the cost of improving
the facilities in Webster.9 At the time of the move in 1913
Sylva was a promising community whose destiny had been deter-
mined by the recent location of an east-west railroad through
the town,

Sylva in 1912 had a population of eight hundred. The
business establishments in the town included one of the
largest tanneries in the state, as well as a saw mill, a
planing mill, shirt and overall factory, marble works, a
wholesale grocery, a wholesale millinery, two livery stables,
2 hardware store, five general stores, two drug stores, a
meat market, two blacksmiths, a bank, & hotel, a harnesse shop,
a jJeweler, and a newspaper.l® An indication of Sylva's
progressive spirit was the presence of such modern conven-
iences as telephones and electric lights by 1907.11 The

85tatement by Mrs. Edith Hall, personal interview.

9Editorial in the Jackson County Journal, June 26, 1906,

IQNdVlrtillllnt in the Jackson County Journal, August 9, 1912,

llgxecutive Committee of the Jackson County Centennial,
op. eit., p. 25.
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soecial life of Sylva community was centered in 1ts mercantile
establishments and in the Baptist, Methodist, and Eplescopal
churches.l? The nearby small community of Dillsboro gave
further promise to a bright future for the Sylva area. As
county seat Sylva lay at the heart of men's activities in
Jackson County.

In 1910 the population of Jackson County was 12,998,
All of the inhabitants were listed as rural by the Bureau
of Census.l3 The prinoipsl income during the first decade
of thie century ceme from small, hilleside, famlily farms,
In 1947 a total of 2,250 adult workers out of 4,647 were
employed in agrioulture.l* Unless a young man stayed on
the family farm or went to larger metropolitan areas, his
eholice of occupations was limited. A small gopper mine
near Cullowhee employeed thirty-one mountain men; construction
work involved 262. Besldes agriculture the next largest
number - 679 - worked in manufacturing. However, the Mead
Company, which later employed the largest number, was not
established in Sylva until 1928.15 Transportation, communi=
eation, and other utilities engaged 146; wholesale and
retail 3665 and business 515.16

12Jagkson County Jourmal, op. eit.
13ynited States Bureau of Census, op. eit., p. 301.

l4pureau of Census : ;a:; Supple-~
t the suugtgn;'%o gﬂg_o" ut%-.
Iﬁ.a&%.sm vernment " Press, » Ps 286,
155xeautive Covatttee of the Jaockson County Centennial,
op. oit., P. 46,

16puresu of Census, op. eit., p. 286.
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The Jobe available did not require any advanced education,

Had education been & requirement for employment, few would have
qualified. Five hundred fifty four adult illiterates composed
nineteen per cent of the population.l7? As late as 1943,
69.% per cent of the people over twenty-five had only five
years of education; only 15.4 per cent were educated at the
high school level.}8 It 1s well to note that in the first
two decades of the twentieth ecentury the Webster school term
was never longer than seven months.l9 Moreover the teachers
of the more than fifty one-room schools20 seldom had more
than a seventh grade education.?l Attendance was especially
low during the winter months. The winter weather was so rough
and travel conditions so inadequate that students could not reach
the schools .22

Travel was not a problem merely for students. Travel
in the county was either by foot, horseback, or horse and
buggy. None of these were dependable modes of travel, for
with rein the mountain roads were so poor that horses and
buggles would mire in the mud, Mrs. Everett Brown related a
story of her travels on Jackson County roads as followe:

17TBuresu of Census, mta okt
ﬁw gtiu-g;_gq A
a ons rnment n. P p.
18yreau of Census, 19!1. op. eit., p. 286,
19statement by Mrs. David Brown, personal interview.

gattortal in the Jackson County Jourmal, August 6, 1909.
21statement by Mrs, Ida Moss, personal interview,

22114



It was Christmas, 1905. 8School was out at
Cullowhee., Ve were goling to Sylve, riding in a
three seated haok led by two horses. Ve got
close to where Holling Green Motel is now and
the hack sunk down to the axle. we unloaded our
:::pgo 8o the horses could pull the hack. Ve

to

walk with the clear throug“”
Lovesfield Community., It took us three
to get from Cullowhee to Sylva, eight mliles.

¥We missed the morning train and had to nd

the day waiting for the afterncon train,
There were no bridges over many of the roaring mountain
streams and rivers.2% The first cer in the county was owned
by Dr. Albin Nicholas in 1915.25 uith the car he was still
unable to travel the vast majority of the roads often or for
any distance., Even in 1922 when there were more cars, such as
the sports model Durant owned by Mrs. Ida Moss, road conditions
did not make for pleasant afternoon drives.26 Lven the
streets of Sylva were knee deep in mud during the winter and
reiny seasons.®7 The Jackson County Jourmal in blazing print
gave the condition of the roads in 1508, complaining of:
"The mud! Mudlil Mudl)y"28

The citizens of the county were aware of the necessity
for better roads, yet little was done toward bullding per=
manent roads. Some road work was done by local citizens
who contributed a few days of labor each year toward keeping

23statement by Mrs. Everett Brown, personal interview.
?Ystatement by Mrs, David Brown,

“Smig.

265tatement by Mrs. Ida Moss.

2Tstatement by Mr. John Morris, personal interview,

28zattorial 1in the Jagkson County Jourpal, February 21, 1908,




up the roads near their homes. On another oecasion the
editor of the Journsl said, "We reckon you will get a Journal
next week, Af you don't it 1is because we're working on the
roads,"29

Although the roads were hazardous within the county,
it wvas pomewhat easier for people to come inte or leave the
county via the railroad. There were four dally passenger
trains running through the pleturesque valleye and gorges
from Murphy via Sylva to Asheville. The passenger trains
were relied on heavily by Jackscn County travelers sinee the
cost was inexpensive. A ticket from Asheville to Sylva cost
seventy-one cents, and for only & few cents more one could
travel to Murphy. Vhen school was dismissed at the normal
in Cullowhee, extra baggage cars had to be added.30

Though the railways were used extensively, the trains were
glow and often late because of the inadequate tracks. The
tracks had a greater adverse effect on freight cars. Even
though there were two daily freight trains traveling east
and two west, freight transportation was slow and uncertain.
The atrocious tracks and small engines made it impossible
to pull heavy loads.3l

While the trains were slow and unable to carry much
freight, they did bring communications from outside Jackson

29Ib1d., October 31, 1913.
30gtatement by Mr. Chester Scott, personal interview.

e 1 CH



County's mountainous region. But once the news arrived in
Sylva, it was slow in spreading over the county. Travel
conditions, which have already been noted, limited unnecessary
trips, Nelither was communication by telephone an easy matter;
the telephones were few and far between. W¥When an emergency
arose, people would walk for miles to reach the nearest
phone .32 with the inconvenience of so few telephones, there
was plecemeal spreading of news by telephone.33 There were
no radios in Cullowhee, North Carolina, before 1922.3%
Therefore, the only news, with the exception of the
stories brought in by the travelers, came to the county in
the form of newspapers., Subseribing to a large metropo-
liten paper was an extra expense that most could not afford.
In the first two deocades of the twentieth century, probably
as few as twelve families owned subscriptions to the Atlanta
Journaly35 even fewer subseribed to the New York World.
After 1925 the Asheville Citizen was avallable in Sylva,
but sgain the subseription list was insignificant.36 News
gathered from these sources seldom spread outside the immedlate
families who were able to read 1it.
A means of local communication which would transmit
news of local interest was needed. This need was met for

325catement by Mra. Carlula Bryson, personal interview.
33statement by Mrs, David Brown.

Fmia.

358tatement by Dean William E. Bird, personsl interview.
368tatement by Mrs. David Brown.



ghort durations by several looal newspapers, for Jackson
County had five local pipers in a2 twenty year period. They

were the Webster Herald; the Tuckaselgee Democrat (Webster);
the Sylva Sentinal; the High School Advocate (Sylva); and

the Jagkson County Journal (Webster and Sylva). The Webster
Herald, the first paper in Jackson County, was edited by William

C. Tompkins and Frank Tompkins in the mid - 1880's. The
Tompkins' brothers were medical doctors who had had newspaper
experience in Kansas and Colorado before moving to Webster

in 1884.37T Thne Tuckeseigee Demoorat, edited by Pelix and
Nellle Luck, was published in Webster during the period

from December 1, 1888, until October 26, 1896.38 The

third paper, the Sylve Sentinal, lasted even a shorter time -
a little over eight months in 1897. Pellx Luck wae 2lso
editor of this paper.3? Misses Margaret Clegg and Lula Potts
hoped to promote high schools through thelr paper, The High
Sehool Advocate, but they published only one time, on
February 1, 1899.%0 with the short duration of the early
papers, one would expect to see the fifth attempt fall Just
as quickly. It seemed for awhile as Af this would happen, for

3Tspecial Staff of Writers, wﬂ
An olume IV,
mm i’:-é% s

1928), p. 175.
S'nomu- File of Jackson County Papers, Vestern

Carolina College Library, Cullowhee, North Carolina, filmed
in 1958 by lorth elrouu Department of Archives and History.

39Ipid.
“Ome High Sehool Advegste (Sylva) February 1, 1899,




10
the Jackson County Journal passed through the hands of five
different editors in a slx year span. But in 1912 a epirited
man with newspaper ink in his veins became editor of the Journal.
Daniel Dean Tompkins took on a2 Job that he struggled with for
thirty-one years.



CHAPTER IIX
DAN TOMPKINS, THE MAN

Dan Tompkine' thirty-one year tenure as editor had its
revarding moments. He was an important faector in the progress
of Sylva and Jackson County. He published an honest and
forthright paper which brought about many reforme and influ-
enced many public policies.

Daniel Dean Tompkins was the produet of an educated
and cultured family.l He was born August 15, 1890, the third
son of Dr, William Frank Tompkins and Annie Luck Tompkins.?
His father was born in Michigan in 1862 and waa reared in
Kansas and Colorado. Dr. Tompkins took his professional
training in the Louisville, Kentueky, Mediocal College. His
first practice was at Colorado Springs, Colorado. But while
86111 a young man he established himself permanently in
Webster, North Carolina. In & brief period he built up a
very large country practice, but found time to court and
marry Miss Annle Luck., An unselfish man, he may well have
injured his own health by the hardships he endured traveling
over practically impassable roads at all hours of the day or
night, in all kinds of inclement weather. Never did he turn
8 deaf ear to any ory for help. Dr. Tompkins was also an
active Republican; in faet he was Chairman of the Executive

1statement by Mrs. Edith Hall, personal interview.

2Statement by Miss Sadie Luok, personal interview.
11



12
Committee of his party in the Ninth Congressional Distriect
of North Carolina.3

The paternal grandfather was Dr. Willlam Calvin
Tompkins, who was born at Clyde, New York, in 1823, In
addition to his medical practice, he was no forelgner to the
demands of the fourth estate. lHis Journalistie work took him
to Kansas and Colorado, where he owned and published newe-
papers. In 1884 he moved to ¥Webster, where he continued
to practice medicine and publish & newspaper, the Webster
Herald.*

Dan Tompkins' mother was born on Aspin Grove Plantation,
Pittsylvania County, Virginia, September 23, 1867.7 Nise
Annie Luck was the daughter of Felix A, Luck, editor of the
Tuckaseigee Demoorat (Webster) and the Sylva Sentinal.S

Daniel Dean Tompkins' immediate family included two
brothers, Prank, (1886-1906),7 and Harry, (1888-1894).8
Harry dled when Dan Tompkins was only four. Frank, the
eldest brother, was killed while working on rallroad construc~
tion near Saluda Mountain, North Carclina., His father died

38pecial Staff of Writers, North Carplina Rebuilding A
ppstens Comonueaions Norih Sirotine BcEaihy, Votuee v
cago & w York: American Historical Sooclety,
1928), p. 175.
‘mia.
Smpid.
6gditorial in the Jackson County Journal, August 19, 1943,

TInseription on Tombstone, Methodist Cemetery, Webster,
North Carolina.

T
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when Dan Tompkins was 8ix.? At the time of Dr. Tompkins'
death, Mres, Tompkins moved the remainder of her family into
her father's home. There Tompkine' mother reared him with
the assistence of three aunts and his maternal grandmother.
All the family lavished attention on Dan, their favorite,
and spolled him.10 wWnile living with his grandfather,
young Dan became imbued with the newspaper business,

Education wae the Lovi wi tne suooeswiul Journasiietle.
Dan Tompkins received his elementary education in Webster;
however, he attended high sechool in waynesville, North
Carolina, where his mother had taken a position &8s house-
keeper for a doctor. He graduated in 1908 and immediately
entered college at Wake Forest.ll At Wake Forest he was
in the academic department as a law student.l2 After
two years he left school and returned to Webster to seek
cmployment .

After returning to the Tuckaseigee Valley, he inde-
pendently eontinued his education by wide reading. He
loved to reed and did so with devotion for the remalinder
of his 1ife.13 Tompkins was recognized ae the most intellectual

98tatement by Mrs. David Brown, personal interview,
10statement by Mrs. Edith Hall.

llstatement by Mrs. Everett Brown, personal interview.
12special Staff of Writers, Ibid., p. 176.

13gtatement by Miss Sadie Luck, personal interview,
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man ever reared in Jackson County,l¥ and was considered to
be self-educated.l5

Dan Tompkinas' intelligence and heart were the only
large things the "little devil" possessed.l6 His nickname,
"little devil," deseribed him well. He was the shortest
man in the United States Army during World war I.17 Dan
Tompkine was five feet two inches tall and weighed 125
pounds during his adult 1ife.l8 His eyes, which often
portrayed his mischievous charscter, were grey; his hair was
brown and his complexion fair,l9

Dan Tompkine was described in ecolorful terms by those
who knew him best, for he was very popular with the "folks"
of Jackson County,. He possessed a bubbling personality
that endeared him to everyone., Dan Tompkins loved to
entertain; he had a2 natural wit which made him attractive
to all as a comedian.20 Being the "live wire" that he was,?l
naturally he was & "good mixer,"?2 Entertalnment was not

14statement by Mre. Wilma Jones, personal interview,
15statement by Miss Sadie Luck, personal interview.
16gtatement by Mr. John Morris, personal interview.
178tatement by Mrs. Willa Allison Jones, personal interview,
18gtatement by Mr. Leon Sutton, personal interview.

: 19Honorable Discharge United States Army, Recorded June,
922,

208tatement by Mr. Hugh Battle, personal interview,
215tatement by Mr. Leon Sutton,
228tatement by Mr. Glen Hughes, personal interview.
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his only eoncerns for he was always "Johnny on the Spot”
when his neighbors needed his assistance .23

Tompkins went out of his way to help the people of
Sylva and Jackson County., He was so charitable that when
he had only a dime in his pocket and pressing debts, he
would not hesitate to give his last cent to anyone whom
he felt needed it or asked for help.2% "Dan really helped
people”25 and therefore was consldered an "extra good
neighbor,"26 Dan Tompkins enjoyed his neighbors and spent
much time with them in recreational activities.

His favorite pastime was spending an afternoon at
Cullowhee (Western Carolina Teacher's College) enjoying
a football game.?7 Like everything he loved or believed
in, Tompkins took football seriously. During one game
played at Cullowhee; he disagreed with the referee. As
the tide of game continued to turn against the Western
Carolina team, he eould atand on the sidelines no longer -
Tompkine chased the referee down the football field with
his umbrella.?8 Another sport that he especially enjoyed
wags baseball. Editor Tompkins once said "wWith a world

23gtatement by Mrs. Edith Hall, personal interview.
2hgsatement by Dr. ¥Wayne MeQuire, personal interview.
25gtatement by Mrs. Carlula Bryson.

26statement by H. E. Battle, Sr., personal interview.
2Tstatement by Miss Sedle Luck, personal interview.
28gtatement by Y. Jim Gudger, personal interview.



serles and a2 presidential campeign on our hande we have
1ittle time for trifling matters."29 His love of baseball
wae evident through the space which he gave to 8 serles called
"Diamond Notes"3Q 1in the Journal. Although he was a fanatical
football and baseball fan, the only sport that he ever partic-
ipated in was an ocoasional golf game,3l

Fishing was also a favorite activity and one at whish
he exeelled.3? Through the Journal, he informed his
readers frequently, "Boys' they are biting."33 Another
time he wrote,

@ caught more than 25 trout one day this

year and narry & dally paper mentloned 1t.

Mr. Coolidge caught five and 1t was the

ctr Sreuy were 89 80ed 85 his 30
Dan Tompkins might have hed close competition as fisher-
man, but when it céme to hiking, there was no match.
He walked on the Southern Railroad tracks from Sylva to
Murphy many times; he also hiked several times from Sylva
to Asheville.3® It has already been noted that whatever

Dan Tompkine @1d, he did enthusiastically.

29zditorial in the Jackson County Journal, October 8, 1920,
30gditorial in the Jackson County Journal, June 23, 1916,
3lgtatement by Miss Sadie Luck.

32gtatement by John Morris,

338d1torial in the Jagkson County Journal, April 28, 1926.
341p1d., July 1%, 1926.

35statement by M. Raymond Sutton, personal interview.
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On Sunday morning Tompkins could always be found at
the Sylva Methodist Eplsopal Chureh, South., He was a devout
member of the church, serving for years as teacher of the
adult men's class., Hie thorough knowledge and understanding
of the Bible made him a very good teacher.36 He also served
his church as steward.37 He did not hesitate to disagree
with the Bishop when the question of unification of the
Northern and Southern Methodist Churches came up for dis-
cussion,38

Tompkins not only practiced his bellefs but often
wrote of his moral and religious convictions. Many times
his beliefs appeared in the form of poetry. For example,
when commenting on true Christmas spirit, he once wrote:

To bring light to the dark places of the earth)

To bring happiness into weary hearts)

To turn the tears of poverty stricken little
ehildren into smiles and laughter)

To lessen the load of some herole mother;

To elothe suffering bodles;

To feed stomachse aching for foodj;

To 111 bine with fuel;

To f111 empty stockings;

To renew faith that is faltering;

To give courage to those who are falling;

To have good will for all men;

This is the Spirit of Christmas.

In a world that 1s in distress, brought about by
its own folly, the Christmas tide should bring
new determination to earry on, to follow the
Star into the Twilight.

There is Balm in Giliad

There 18 a cure for the 1lls of the world;

36statement by Mr. John Morris.

3Tspecial Staff of writers, ibid., p. 176.
3‘5tatt-nnt by Mr. Raymond Sutton,



But 1t 1s found not in pomp and eircumstance;

Nor elash of arme;

Nor blare of trumpets;

Nor gold, nor silver, nor precious stone,

Nor sploes from far Arabla.

Not in the things which the sons of men are wont
to lay thelir store, 18 to be found happiness,
contentment, pesce;

But they are here for those who have eyes to see
beyond the vell, for those who have ears
a;::md to hear the music of the invisible
cholir,

To love peace, and brotherhood, and fellow manj

To those who aspire to mighty deeds,

To thoee who put their trust in gold,

To those who speak the language of earthen tongues
is not given to learn the scoret of success.

But unto him who follows the Star in meekr«s8, and
humility, it 1s given to find the -mrr, 8l
and learn the story of Love that transfo n's
souls and sets them singing the hallellja|sic
chorus of the Angelic host even among the
drudgeries and humble tasks of the world.

Wise men came from the east, twenty ecenturles ago
to worship at the manger oradle; and they were
wiser than they knew,

Only God could have thought of a scene so simple
and yet so sublime, that its very simplicity
would confound all the dostrines and philosophies
of ages, and overturn kingdoms and prineipalities,
in its onward march to the inevitable time
when all men shall follow the course of the
wise men, as gulded by the Star, they come to
pour out the Jewels of their hearts and the
fragence of their souls before the humble

ma P

Onlm im has learned that 1t is the
simple, homely the humble things that are
really great can truly worship in the stables
of the Bethlehem Inn,

Look up. Live. Rejolee. For the old, old story
of a peasant lady and lovely child 1s still
ringing around the world.

Come, worship with us at the manger, and every
care will become trivial.

Every burden llgl--cnry envy forgotten--every
wound healed,

39Tompkine, Daniel Dean, “The Spirit of Christmas,”
The Jackson County Journal, December 25, 1930, p. 1.
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Tompkine fervor was not limited to religion., Before
volumteering for the military service on July 17, 1917,
he helped to organize the 105th Signal Corps at Eylva in
June, 1917.%0 The corps became a part of the 30th Division,
with Tompkins as umnat.“ He was stationed at Camp
Servier, South Carolina, until May 20, 1918, when he was
assigned to Headquarters Detachment, One Hundred and Fifth
Fleld Signal Battalion, Thirtieth Divieslon, American
Expeditionary Forces, and was sent to Camp Melts, Long
Islend, New York. He salled to Europe, landing in England,
June 6, 1918, and from there went to Calais, June 18, 1918.%2
Dan Tompkins participated in all of the battles fought by
hie division in Prance, Belgium, and Flanders, The battles
in which he was engaged were as follows: Voormesuela,
Belgium, August, 1918; Belecourt, Nauroy, Estress, Montrehain,
Brancourt, Premout, Busigny, Voux-Andigny, Escaufaet, St.
Benin, Sauplet, Beaville, and Mazinghliem, France, September
29 through October 19, 1918.%3 unile in the army, Tompkins
never qualified as a marksman or & mounted soldier, ¥

When the news came over the radio that Germany had accepted
the Fourteen Points, Dan Tompkine was with his friend, John

40statement by Miss Sadle Lueck.
¥lstatement by Mr, Raymond Sutton,
"25pecial Staff of Writers, ibid., p. 176.

"fonorable Discharge United States Army, Recorded
June, 1922,

Vvta.
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Morris of Sylva, in France. Morris was the company radio
officer and received the news over the radio as guns were
blaring outside the radlio cabin. Elated with the news, Morris
told Tompkins with the sounds of the battlefleld for back-
ground. Tompkins replied tartly, "Why in the hell don't
they stop shooting then?"43

Tompkins never forgot his war time experiences. He
was often celled on to make speeches, Some announced, but
many more impromptu. He ocould talk on any subject with author-
ity, but all his speeches started the same way regardless of
the announced topie. They began elther with a war story or
"I can st1ll hear the guns firing."%¢ with the war heavy on
his mind, he began to write editorials to help veterans.

Not only did he write editorials for the benefit of vet-
erans, but he Jjolned veterns groups as well as other local
civie organizations. Tompkins was @ leader in establishing
the William E, Dillard Post Number 104 of the American
Legion, and he was an active meuber until his death. He
served the Post in a number of different positions; Commander,
District Commander, Post Service Office, and County Service
offlce of Jeokson County. Dan Tompkine was also affiliated
with Sylva Lodge Number 513, Aneient Free and Accepted Masons
of whieh he was master in 1928, the Bryson City Chapter
Number 63, Royal Arch Masons, Waynesville Commandery Number
31, Enight Templar, and the Sylve Chamber of Commerce.

AS5statement by Mr. John Morrie.
"6rv1a,
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He assisted in organizing Sylva's Chamber of Commerce and
acted as the first president in 1925-26, later serving again
tn 193147

With 211 his activities it would seem that Dan Tompkine
nad little time Tor his personal life. But it was only a
few years after he returned from France that he met Miss Emlly
welgle of Augusta, Georgla, who was vacationing in Sylva with
relatives of the Toupkina'.‘s Mise Weligle was a "typical
southern aristoeratie lady."%9 on Christmas Day, 1926,
Dan Tompkine proposed marriage to Emily Weigle,?0 whom he
married five years later on June 23, 1931.31 The new Nrs.
Dan Tompkins was warmly recelived in Sylva by her husband‘s
many friends, 8he, who was six lnches taller than her husband,
immediately entered into community sotivities in Sylva. She
accepted a position as teacher of the second grade at Sylva
Elementary School and eontinued in that position until her
death in 1959,52

Dan and Emily Tompkins lived with his mother and two
aunts in the latters' Sylva home during the winter, The
summers were spent alone in the old Tompkins famlly home at

¥Tstatement by Raymond Sutton.

¥8gtatement by Miss Ssdle Luck.

¥95satement by Mr. Bjorn Ahlin, personal interview.
5°Stotcn¢nt by Hrl; Everett Brown, personal interview.
S1gtatement by Miss Sadie Luck.

S2Statement by Mr. John Morris,
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Webster., In the cool of the summer evenings, Dan Tompkins
sat on nis front porch in his easy chair casually tilted
on the back legs, his feet propped on the banisters, his
thumbe tucked under his arms, with a contented look on his
face.53 The Tompkins enjoyed the privacy of their summer
nhome, However, many afternoons they enjoyed entertaining
their friends in their beautiful home which was well equipped
with nnthnns."

Although no ehildren were born to the Tompkins, both
evidenced fondness and genuine interest in children.55
They were happlily married and seemingly adored each other,56
His wife spolled him Jjust as his mother and aunts had always
done .37

Mrs. Tompkins provided significant financial assistance.
Because of the diversified interest and time spent in writing,
polities, eivie organizations, and reading, Tompkins was
forced to depend on his wife for supplementary income. It
is doubtful whether the family could have survived financially
without her teacher's salary.58 Tompkins probably never did

53statement by Mrs. Mary Loulee Buchana.
S%statement by Mrs. Edith Hall,

55Ibid.

56statement by Mrs. Mary Louise Buchana and by Mrs.
Edith Hall.

*Trpsa.

58statement by Dr. Wayne MeGuire and by Mr. Leon
Sutton,
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a days' manual labor in his 1ife.59 He wae not & drinker
nor & gambler, but he was "sort of & free wheeler,"60
Therefore, the Tompkinses were never a family of financial
means.61 In preference to diligen: labor, Tompkine ehose
standing on the streets of Sylva and talking with the farmers
who came into town, He knew them all.52

It was standing on the corners, talking with his friends,
the people of Jackson County, that Editor Tompkins gathered
the local news that he published in the Journal.63 He had
begun writing for the Journal in 1910, when he returned to
Webster from Wake Forest.5" He became editor of the paper
June 7, 1912,65 at a time when he was still working part-time
in Hooper's Drug lton.“

Immediately after becoming editor and publisher of the
Jagkson County Journal, Dan Tompkins began to make progressive
changes in the paper. In less than a month he had enlarged
1t from four to eight peges.6T These 52disional pages pro-
vided more space for human interest stories, better coverage

59s5tatement by Mre. Wilma Jones, personal interview.
60gtatement by Mr. Leon Sutton,

61statement by Dr. Wayne MeGuire.

62statement by Mrs. Edith Hall and by Mr, Leon Sutton,
63m1a,

64special Staff of Writers, p. 176.

65ga1tortal tn the Jackson County Journal, June 7, 1912.
66ggatement by Dr. D. D. Hooper.

67the Jackson County Journsl, July 12, 1912.
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of loeal news, additional advertisements, and the introduction
of serial stories and wtl.“ The second change he made
in the paper was in its formate-the printing of five columns
rather than four.59 Another progressive and informative
change adopted was the use of a bulletin board in the
Journal office window to keep Jackson County folke informed
of the latest news received by telegram,7°

In leas than two years, Editor Tompkins was able to
publish a twelve page paper. With this additional space the
dournal brought more state and local news to the readers
than they had ever had. A new section was added to the front
page, "Grist of the VWeek's News," a synopsis gleaned from
large dailies and presented in paragraph form.Tl Moreover
an intimate and colorful serlies was begun which was written
by & local citizen who signed his column each week, "The
014 Boy."72 His articles included Jokes on local and county
gossip, and discussions on morals, religion, and loecal
politice., The author of this thesis believes that Editor
Tompkins composed "The 0ld Boy" articles, for the style
of writing and the ideas were 8o often identical with those
expressed in the editorials.

681p1d., September 9, 1913, May 22, 1914, etec.
6911, July 26, 1912,

TO1pid,, November 1, 1912,

Mpig,, May 22, 1914,

T21p1a., June 18, 1915.
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The editorials and the front page, until 1915 were
always devoted to local news, Even with World War I raging
in Europe, little attention was given news of the war until
the United States and more particularly, Jackson County,
became involved., However, though, from March until April,
1915, the third page did carry a monthly resume of the
war whieh was mostly human interest, Tompkins was writing
for a public that could say, "we liked the Journal because
it was stuff and people we knew, not all that stuff we
didn't know anything about an:uay.'73 80 his war coverage
was not an account of the actual progress of the war; but
human interest stories that the many disterested and isolated
cltizens of Jackson County desired to read,

By 1916, however, the paper had grown to include more
national news and pietures, Even a section for women had
been added that covered fashion designs for children and
ladies with pictures of latest .tylel.T‘ Another very
interesting section "Easy Lessons in French For the Soldier
Boys" was initiated September 21, 1917.75

The above mentioned changes in the Journal were halted
when Tompkins volunteered for mllitary service and leflt
both Sylve and the Journal. While he was away the paper
was managed by Everett Brown, a life long friend and
employee, who edited the paper with fewer pages than before

T3statement by Mrs, Edith Law, personal interview,

T‘Hmn'l Section the Jagkson County Journal, July 17, 1916,
TSthe Jackson County Journsl, September 21, 1917.
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the war,76 His pollcles were similiar to those of Editor
Tompkins; his major emphasis waes that of advocating home
support for the soldiers. One frequent question which headed
the editorial eolumn was: "What are the people at home
doing to encourage the boys at zamp?"T7

Although Tompkins was no longer editor in faet, he
continued to contribute to the Journal. He wrote a series
of letters published under the heading of "Camp Chatter,"
in which he informed Jackson County readers what Jackson
County men were doing in the army camps.’® Once he was
shipped to France his letters became fewer and fewer.

The war ended and once more Editor Tompkins returned
to work on the Journal. Tompkins, the returned soldler,
belleved that the war had insured a wonderful future for
all, that 1t hed wiped out all prejudices and therefore
everyone should strive toward a common goal.l’? Tompkins'
goal was to improve conditions in Sylva and Jackson County.
His ideas and objectives vere to be, inevitably, shared
editorially.

T61pia., August 3, 1917.

Se r 7, 1917, October 5, 1917, July 26,
1918.%:-‘:» " 1;ia. j ’ !

T9Ibid., June 20, 1919.



CHAPTER III
EDITORIAL POLICIES

Editor Tompking had bright hopes for the future of
Sylva and Jackson County. He was devoted to the progress
of both; his 1ife was given to ideas and dreams for bullding
up vWestern North Carolina by improving Jackson County.
Tompkins hopes and efforts were evident in the editorials
of the Journsl.

On the third page, first column of every edition, the
readers of the Journal found Tompkins' editorial comments
and paragraphse. The editorlals were short, concise, and
directly to the point. Tompkins wrote what he believed was
true and best for Jasckson County regardless of consequence.l
In his editorials hie readers found wit, sarcasm, moral
Judgments, and the Demooratic political view on local, state,
and national affaire.

Tompkins' column carried one theme consistently: "To
put the Jack in Jackson County."? This he felt could be done
through improving roads, initiating longer compulsive school
terms, bullding up Western Carolina Teacher's College,
encouraging manufacturing establishments to locate in the
county, and making publie works improvements in Eylva.

1statement by Mrs. Everett Brown, personal interview.

“The Jackson County Journal.
27
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Improving the appearance of Sylva was the plea of the
young editor in the early years of his career. His desired
to See the streets of Sylva cleaned.3 Impelled by Tompkins'
frequent appeals in the Journal, the eity council passed
an ordinance to have the streete cleaned, but little was
asocomplished. Thus Tompkins reminded the oity counecll,
“The Journal wae under the impreseion that an ordinance
was passed sometime ago ordering the removal of the impediments
end unsightly objects from the street running parallel with
the railrosd. Those fines of $10 a day would help the
schools this winter."% Horses left along the streets while
farmers shopped resulted in unsanitary conditlions and
unsightly messes on the main streets. Editor Tompkins
pointed out that the farmer supported the townj therefore,
the butinese establishmente should provide public water
and a hitching lot for the farmer's horses.® It was only
a short time after his series suggesting the hitehing lot that
one was made available.® Tompkine also, somewhat less
successfully, requested that the people of the town help

keep Sylva clean by using the eity dump instead of making
their own.T

3Ipid., June 6, 1913.
S1b1d., July 10, 1914,
5Ibid., January 10, 1919.
6Ibid., Mareh 7, 1919.
TIvid., Mareh 23, 1919.
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Pleased with the acoomplishments of his clean up Sylva

campaign, Editor Tompkins was encouraged to demand more
significant improvements for Sylva. He hoped to develop

the tourist trade by urging the building of better accomodationms.
This suggestion was made almost weekly in 1924, in the

editoriel column, by a one sentence statement of faot,

printed in a manner designed to draw special attention to

it. For example,

New
Hotel.8

The year 1925 came and still Sylva had no new hotel; the
demand for such a hotel was again expressed. "Every day
in every way Sylva needs a new hotel more and more."? The
headlines on September 16, 1925, stated triumphantly:
"Sylva Gets A New Hotel,"10

About the same time Editor Tompkins had begun & new
campaign to bring industry to Jackson County. Again his
method was the same, & one sentence statement of faet:
"Sylva needs a flock of furniture factories."ll This
need was restated in the Journsl until Mead announced that

Oetober 10, October 17, October 24, and
Ootober 31, 1924,

9Ibid., June 24, 1925.

19251°ludanl in the Jagkson County Journal, September 16,

msuu“"m in the Jackson County Journal, July 29,
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it would build a plant in Sylva, Tompkins expressed his
feelings thusly:

Hot Dog! [sic]
Hot diggity dog!
Yes, sir! She's Sylva's baby!
It was not a furniture factory but it wes employment for
Jackson County citizens,

Another need of Jackson County was keenly felt by
Editor Tompkins. Inspired by his father's concern for
medical care, he lamented the lack of facilities for treating
the sick of Jackson County. This problem he also popularized
through his columns. He wrote: "Another thing badly needed
in Jackson County is a hospital”l3 and "Sylva is ready to
have a hospital with pretty nurses in [i;i] everything,"1%
Later in blazing headlines Editor Tompkins announced
"Hospital Nears Completion,"15 Although the hospital was
established, its financial difficulties were many. Tompkins
employed his pen to prod the citizens of Jackson County to
send contributions to help finance the hospital,l® He never
reported the results of the drive for local support, but
the hospital did remain in operation,

121p1d., December 3, 1927.
131p1g., January 9, 1925.
141p14., October 6, 1926.
151p1d., Mareh 10, 1927.

161pid., December 8, 1930,
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Tompkins was indeed an advocate of progress. This was
especially evident in his efforts to improve the county's
roads. The methods he used in urging road improvements were
unique even for him. It was not rare to see Just the one
word, "Roads!”, heading the editorial column.lT Tompkins
advoocated several ways of ilmproving the roads. One of the
first suggestions was to use conviect labor to build roads;)S
secondly, he suggested that eitizens work on roads near thelr
homes.l9 In the early years of World War I the idea of using
German prisoners to builld & highway from Asheville to Atlanta
through Sylva was suggested by the Journal.<0
Editor Tompkins feared that without roads Jackson

County would be left off the mapj?l moreover, he realized
that the county eould be the key to the road situation in
Western North Carolina.®? He wanted to see rcads radiate out
from Jaockson in all directions. When the state announced
roads coming into Sylva, the Journal was ecstatle. He wrote,
"Sylva is not as famous as Rome, but all roads lead here
Just the same."?3 ‘hen the sctual paving started, Dan

171b1d., June 14, 1912,
181p1d., June 24, 1913.
19mb1d., October 31, 1913.
201p1d., May 18, 1917.
?1mp4d., Jsnuary 24, 1919.
221pid., February 7, 1919.
23Ipid., November 11, 1925.
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Tompking celebrated by using one of his favorite slang
expressions: "Four conorete mixers pouring roads leading into
Sylva., Hot Dog!"2% There were two improvements in roads
that the public spirited editor desired. He wanted the
streets of Sylva and the road to Cullowhee paved. He
sought four miles of paved streets for Sylva.?5 His editorials
in the years 1924, 1925, and 1926, concentrated on the need
for paving roads., Major emphasis was placed on the county
road number 106 from Sylva to Cullowhee.?® He wanted the
road paved from Sylva to Tuckaseigee as close to the school
at Cullowhee aes possible.?7

There were several reasons why Dan Tompkine streesed
the necessity of paving Highway 106. He belleved that
"...106 must be paved if Cullowhee Normal is to prosper."28
Highuay 106 Tompkins pointed out was the "only ingrees and
egress to Cullowhee Sohool."?? The Journel suggested that
1t would be financlally beneficlal to Jackson County and
western North Carolina to pave Highway 106 to the South
carolina 1ine.3? Tompkine observed that the "wheels of

241p1g., June 9, 1926.
25Ipid., August 11, 1926.
261n1a., January 19, 1927.
2Tmvid., June 30, 1926.
281p14., March 6, 1927.
“91bid., Mareh 1€, 1927.
301bid,, Pedbruary 23, 1927.
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commerce stop in winter"3l because of the weather, If
Highway 106 were paved to the South Carolina line, 1t would
be a permanent truck link from South Carolina to Tennessee.3?

when no action was taken to improve Highway 106,
Tompkine sdopted a2 new theme for his editorisl column. He
complained: "St1ll have the O left in highway 106."33
However at the same time he was able to report, “"At any
rate Sylva is permanently out of the mud; and the trout
season opens in nine days."3% Tompkins was Jubilant,
“Sylva 1s now a gonerete example of a well paved town."3

¥When 1t was announced that Highway 106 would be paved,
Tompkine recommended that the improved road be sixteen feet
udo,“ but the state had slready made plans for a twelve
feet road.3T At his own expense Tompkine made numerous
trips to Raleigh and to Columbia to propagandige a sixteen
feet wide rosd.’® Tompkins was instrumental in achieving
@ oompromise. On April 20, 1927, he reported that "the
state compromised from 12 feet to 14 feet as Juckson County

3lgp. oit.

321p1a.

33zbid., Mareh 16, 1927.

341b1d., March 23, 1927.

351bid.

3b1pida., April 13, 1927.

3Trvid., Aprid 20, 1927.

38statement by John Morris, personal interview.
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wanted 16 feet."39 Hven so the state was slow in starting
construction on 106. Tompkins, who had alwaye felt
Western North Carolina was neglected by Rll.luh"o now
believed that the rest of the state was afreid that a paved
106 would take commerce from them, 'l

It was two years after the compromise before the
state appropriated money for paving the road from Sylva
to Cullowhee. The state agreed to pay $65,000 for a hard-
surfaced road for a distance of six miles; the estimated
cost of the road was ‘200.000.‘2 Although actual road
constructicn had not begun by December, 1930, Tompkins
had not let Jackson County forget the road. He predicted
of 1931 that this "year we get a paved road to Cullowhee
or know why."%3 Across the top of the editorial column
two years later, the readers saw, "Hot Dog. Paving to
Cullowhee 1s to setually be done."** 1In May, 1935, when rosd
construction was finally begun, Editor Tompkins was elated,
"The Journal has been advocating the construction of thie
highway for a quarter of a century. It has bheen our life's
task, and Af we are to see the dream come true, we belleve

99p. eit.

40statement by Mise Sadie Luck, personal intcr< 2y,
"1b1d., June 22, 1927.

%21b1d., June 13, 1929.

¥3Ip1d., November 20, 1930.

M1pia., cetober 27, 1932.




35
our life has been worth something to this, our native
county,"45

Along with the mud, Dan Tompkins hoped Lo see illiteracy
eliminated, He desired a good education for farm children
and he felt that the state legislature should make it avalle
able.'® Tompkins knew that Jackson County could not support
the schocls of the county without state assistance; there-
fore, he urged the legislature editorially to pass an education
bill for poorer counties.7 Hie hope for Jsekson County
was that the state would establish a2 Farm Life School in
Nobaur.“ which would develop programs of the highest
standerds in farm building and homemeking.'? Tompkins
favored a six month school term and county enforcement of
compulsory attendence laws.5® The curriculum of the local
schools was not neglected by Tompkins, He sald emphatically
in hie columns "Sex hygiene 1is not a subject to be taught
in the school room,"5) Another time he expressed doubt
ag to whether chemical experiments should be condusted in
the high schools for he feared that irjuries might result.5?

“5Ibid., Mey 23, 1935.
%1bid,, January 10, 1913,
Mibid,, Maren 14, 1928,
“Orpid., Mareh 27, 1914,
%9Ip1d., Pebruary 23, 1917.
Ombid., July 18, 1913.
S1Ipid,, July 17, 1914,
52Ip1g,, October 28, 1933,



By contrast sports in the schools of Jackson County always
had the support of the Journsl.53

The most heated editorials in the Journals devoted to
opposing the establishment of a Western Carolina Training
School at Asheville which probably would have resulted
in the removal of Cullowhee Normal to Asheville. Tompkins
believed that Af a teachers' training school were built at
Asheville, it would be a state supported institution
which would benefit only Buncombe County. Besides, he
added, there were already two fine teacher training schools
in the state, one at Cullowhee, the other at Boone.3%
When the possibility of moving Cullowhee Normal to Asheville
came up for discussion in 1921, Tompkins was furious. He
placed a most sarcastic editorial on the front page of
the Journal.

By all means move the University of North Carolina

to Asheville and while we are at it let's Just

plck up the state capital and locate it somewhere

in Buncombe eince that one they have in Halelgh

is out of date anyway and the harbor at Southe

port should be along the French Broad somewhere

near Smith's Bridge, they've got all the ntgg

they need along the coast without it anyway.
The removal did not take place.

Tompkine knew that Jackson County would profit by the
growth of the region of which it was a part, VWestern North

Carolina could be developed as a tourist attraction to the

53Ibid., Pebruary 14, 1928,
5%1b1d., Jenuary 15, 1915.
55Ipid,, January 14, 1921.
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advantage of Sylva and Jackson County., He believed that
Vestern North Carolina could be the "Switzerland of America"56
and wealthier than any other part of the country Af wWestern
North Carolina had modern hotels and tourist cottages,
products railsed to sell at home, and good roads.37 1In
keeping with this attitude the Journal was one of the first
supporters of the Smokey Mountain National Park Movement,5d
Editor Tompkins stated tha the “"park means salvation for
this section."5? He kmew the people of the South wanted
the park nearly as much as the citizens of Western North
Carolina, so he advised the readers of his column thusly,
"pack! Park! When the people speak! Let us dogs bark,"60
He believed, "Thousands will come to the park to spari_ "61
and would leave money with the mountain people. Financial
gain was considered to be the real regional advantage of
the park.“ but he also considered it as 2 "rich heritage
for the children of men who dwell under the American flag."®3

——

56Ip1d., September 22, 1911.

Tpid.

58statements by Miss Sadle Luck and by Mr. John Morris,
personal interviewa,

. 59zattorial in the Jackson County Journal, August 12,

60Ib1d,, August 26, 1925.
611pid,., September 23, 1925.
621p1d., September 9, 1925.
63zpia.
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In 1927 the Journal announced that the park was assured.®%
With this accomplishment Tompkins said, "We have landed the
Smokey Mountain Park; the thing 18 to buy the land."65 He
had set the atage for his next big campalgne=-purchasing land
for the park. Tompkins wrote an& talked to the land owners,
pointing out the advantages of the govermnment's protection
of the virgin forests.06 Needless to say, when the park was
dedicated the Journal enthusiastically urged the mountain
people to be in Sylva when President Roosevelt passed through
on his way to the dedicltton.67

Tompkinge, a public spirited editor with the interest of
his readers always in mind, could not help but develop an
interest in politics and good government. His political
views were those of a “dyed in the wool" Democrat in local,
state, and national polities. In the early years of his
Journalistioc career, party politics were not as important to
him as they later became. Despite his personal convictions,
after an election, Tompkins held that a man was no longer a
Democrat or a Republican but an elected orr101a1.63

Editor Tompkins made it a poliey of the paper never to
espouse the cause of a local candidate in his paper, though

641p1d., February 16, 1927.
651pid., March 22, 1928,
663tatonont by Mr, John Morris, personal interview,

67Eaitorial in the Jagkson County Journal, August 29, 1940,
68Ib1d,, December 6, 1928.
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after & primary, he usually in some favorable way mentioned
the Democratiec candidate, The prinecipal concern of the
Journal was to inspire the eitizens of Jackson County to vote.
Voting in the eyes of Tompkine wae more than a privilegeee
1t was a duty of every oitizen.59 Polities could be elean
only if every adult citiszen, including women, voted, Tompkins
wrote that women "could clean up politics as they do everye
thing else"70 if they would register and vote., After an
election the Journal always urged its readers to support
their elected officlals regardless of party.l}

Even with his great interest in politics there was very
little coverage of national elections. The candlidates might
be pletured with thelr wives or in front of their homes;
yet, there was never any discussion of platforms or qualifica=~
tions, After the national election returns were in, the
dournal typlcally contained some comical pledge of support,
For examples

The top 'o the morning to you , Mr. Coolidgel

And Debs 18 still in prison, but he recelved
the greatest vote a soclalist ever got.

As long as you are president you will be a (as)
much our president as anybody's although the
writer didn't vote for you.

Ve greet you and wish you well,T7?

69Ibid., October 31, 1924,
TOmpid., October 8, 1924,
Timpid,, December 6, 1928 and November 5, 1920,
T2Ipid., November 5, 1920.
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The wit of Dan Tompkins forever showed in his editoriasl
column, He seemed especially to enjoy making puns with the
names of important political figures. In 1924 he advised
the party failthful that the "main task of the Demoerats this
summer, will be to make 1t hot for Coolidge."73

The Journal's editorial column did not necessarily
reflect front page news on the national level.

The Mexican Crisis during the Wilson years recelved
1ittle attention in the Journal other than in the editorial
column, By 1916 Tompkins was predicting war with Mexice
because he felt it was being forced on the United States.
With patriotic ferver he wrote,

But our people will not hesitate. Ve have a Just

Vi1 Spread Rinself as the '.2:2‘&:{"::‘2‘.... ke

ni1 fose ?J?’:.W‘::J’;?&-:%‘ﬁum.n
If soant attention was given to the Mexican Crisis, even
less was devoted to the war in Europe. Prior to August, 1914,
Europe was virtually non-existent so far as Tompkins' was
concerned, But the outbreak of war startled and alarmed him.
He lamented sadly that the "whole of Europe 18 in arms. The
dread of the century, the nightmare of statesmen, the crime of
the age 1s being enacted,"T5

T3ipig,, May 2, 1928,
ThIbid., February 28, 1913 and June 30, 1916.
T5Ibid., August 7, 1914,
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The Journal placed the responsibility for the war on
Germany's lust for land,76 the greed of Russia and Austria,
and the desire of these autocratic states to demonstrate
their power,7! Tompkins expressed hope that the war would
mark the end of Ionarohw.7' Moreover, he felt the war was
not Justifiable and hoped to see Russia, Germany, and Austria
suffer,79

By the spring of 1915 Tompkins was expressing doubt
about the outcome of the war, He feared that there could be
no hope of peace until one nation is under absolute submissione--
then it will last only until another nation has the hardihood
to dispute the nautrw'[iuil of the victor in the present
conflict,."80 He also doubted whether America could enter the
war and keep a clear conscience, Tompkins questioned whether
Wilson had the backing of the American people and whether
the people really understood the war that they were gradually
being drawn iato,51

But once the nation had actually become involved, Dan
Tompkins raised the banner of patriotism. Melodrama filled
his editorilal columns, On one occasion he wrote:

76 Ibid.,

TTIbid., August 21, 1914
T81p1d., August 1%, 1914
Top, git,

80rp14., Aprid 30, 1915

811p14., July 15, 1915 and July 25, 1915
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The die is cast. The hour has struck. The battle
flag of America 1is unfurled., The Eagle is un~
leashed, The Congress has spoken, The Republic
is at war, Ve are Lo be tried with fire. The
conflagration started in Serbia, has crossed the
Atlantic and 18 upon our shores.

There have been differences of opinion as
what was best to do in the trylng circunstances
under which we have been laboring but that must
all be laid aside, Our government has decided
and we are now at war. ry man, every woman,
every industry in the United States must be thrown
into the scale., Every ounce of our ene in
America must be used in the prosecution the war,
we are fighting for our country. Our institutions,
our government, our liberties must be preserved.
We must fight. The fate of the Republic is at
stake. 8 is the supreme hour of trial, This
ie the Gethesemne of the American State., It is no
child's play. It is grim war. Ve have prayed
God that oup t pass. Ve now prepare to
drink 1t to the bitter dregs as men., The fight
is on. The Republic goes forth to war., Nay the
God of fathers give us strength and wisdom for
the task that 8 before us, and way he hasten
the dawn gr the glorious Peace, and Justice, and
M.bcrw-a

America hed declared war. For Tompkins thie declaration
meant thet the fate of the outcome was sealed, “"Hear ye
nations of the world give ear ye islands of the sea., The
Republic is mobolizing [gig ] her sons for the conflict
against autocracy. HReJolee, oh ye, peoples for your
deliverance 18 at hand,"83 Tompkine had two principal reflections
on America's entry into the war. First he feared that "Americe
s ask [8ig] to join the dance of death and add the wails of
the American mothers to the lamentations [gig] of the
European Rachel erying for her children,"84 Seeondly, he

82zp1d., April 6, 1917,
831pag., Aprid 13, 1917,
S4rp1a,, Aprid 30, 1928.
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believed that hope might rise out of despair. Perhaps by
Joining the allles the United States would have more influence
at the peace conference .83

Most of the war editorlials were concerned with the
effect of the war on Jackson County and the County's res-
ponsibilities in the war, Jackson County citizens were
urged to be patriotic and to help win the war by raising
food, canning food, being as frugal as possible, buying few
clothes, and writing letters to the uuurs.“ Citizens
were asked also to kill rats because they ate valuable food
necessary for soldiers and oitizens,. 57 The war slogan of
the Journal was, "Trust in God and keep the crops growing.'S8

The Journal was concerned over Jackson County's wartime
apathy. Saving bond quotas were not met and the desertion
rate was higher among Jackson's soldiers than among men
from any other county in ¥estern North c.rollaa.a9 Tompkins'
concern inspired a long dramatic editorial:

s 01 SE ORI, U1 5F it 2l

to this new challenge to the right of men to

freedom? Theirs 18 a noble lnruu? Theirs !.l a

noble race. Then light again the fliery oross and

send it forth to call the chudron of the lowland
Duteh, who wore the orange and deflied the Spanish

5mag.

861p1d,, August 30, 1918,
87Ibid., September 20, 1918.
88zp1g,, may 11, 1027,
891bid., March 29, 1918,
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tyrant, Produce and save and buy the bonds of

liberty. Kill the seeds of inolipent igl sedition

wherever they appear, nall the German lie as

the blasting breathe of hell that it surely

is whenever 1t is spoken, Drive the wardodger to

ehow his hand, Toll and save and pray ;6thout

ceasing unto the God of our fatnere....

After the plan to conseript soldiers was announced,
kashington officials expressed apprehension that there might
be a general armed resistance to the draft from the people
of the mountain areas of North Carolina.9! This announcement
stirred the editor of the Journal, who responded spontaneously
through his eolumn,

A careful study of American nistory will bear out

the statement and there does not dwell, between

the Atlantie and 0ifiec, a more patriotic

a more corageous » @ more liberty loving nor

a more thoroughly American people 1in tradition, in

speech or 1in chonsg! than the folks of the North

Carolina hille....

During 211 the tine that the United ftates was involved
in Wworld wWar I, the Jourpal never once printed 8 headline or
edlitorial commenting on or reporting the progress of the war,
Occasionally on the fourth page there would be pletures of
military leaders, airplanes, ships or maybe & street scene
in some wartorn Europesn village. But never was there any
actual war news coverage.

After the signing of the Treaty of Versallles the

Journal reported, "Jehovah has triumphed. His people are

901bid., April 18, 1918,
1vid,, August 10, 1917.
9%Iv1d.
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free."93 In the same editorial the Journa) noted that
"Germany must pay for her erimes, Her territory 1s restricted,
Her mlilitary is broken. Her navy is no longer on the seas.
Heligoland is dismantled,"9¥

Tompkine, who belleved in the League of Natlons and in
Amnerlca's place as a world leader, felt that the idea of the
League was "not a new doctrine but the spirit of America
extended to cover the world."9% uhen the Senate refused
the lLeague, the Journal catagorized the Senate as follows:
"The senate [i;é] is sppearing in the role of Nero of old
and is flddling away with vanitlies, while the world 1is
aflame with prejJudices and anlrehr.'96 Partisan politics,
he felt, had been responsible for weakening the League of
Natlone and undermining the Treaty of Versailles.?7
Therefore he advised, "Let Polities stop at the three mile
limit, and deeal with our esister nations for the welfare of
81l mankind."98

The end of the war inspired Tompkins with bright hopes
for peace and a promising future for all. Wwith prejudices

931bid,, July 4, 1919,
9% 1nid,

e 95znia., January 26, 1917, July 18, 1919 and October 3,
919.

 9%1p1d., October 3, 1919.
9Trvid,, Januery 27, 1927,

991b1d.
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removed by the war, he felt, men might strive together for
the common good of all mankind, He was so convinced that
peace was assured he favored abolishing military training.
Besldes, Tompkins belleved that the cadets did not know how
fight and that the only thing west Point produced was a class
system in the army,99

Only @ few years passed before Tompkins "wonderful
future” had been dispelled by economic erisis. He desoribed
the depression and 1ts consequences in his usual econcise
ptatement of Demoeratie attitudes. The depression caused
greater interest in national affairs than any other tople
down to the 1930's. Dan Tompkins freely expressed his
convictions:

¥e didn't vote for Hoover. We wouldn't vote for

him today and probably we wouldn't vote for him

tomorrow, but just the same we are sorry for him,

R O R e o o1

of the American people.
With Hoover in office only a short time Tompkins was not
any too optimistic. HKHe commented: "We have had three weeks
now of the Hoover brand of prosperityj and can tell little
difference from the kind we are used to, which originally
bore the Coolidge label,"101

The conditions on the national scene were belng felt

in Jackson County as well, On July 16, 1929, the Tuckaselgee

99Ibid., July 11, 1919, June 20, 1919, July 25, 1919.
1001p1d,, February 21, 1929.
1011p1d,, March 28, 1929.
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Bank of Sylva was reported closed by the Journal, The effect
of the depression on Jackson County was not as evident in
the editorial column as in the advertisements. For the first
time striectly cash terms began to appear on most ads in the
dournal.102 unen Tompkins did comment on the poor state of
economlic conditions, it was with his own special brand of
humor, For example: "Anyway girls don't have to worry about
getting runs in silk stockings this year,"103

There was no doubt in Tompkins' mind but that the depres-
slon was caused by the Republicans, Coolidge and Hoover,l0%
He also felt that when prosperity returned it would be through
none of their efforts. "Nobody will shoulder the responsi-
bility for the business depression, Just wait until the sun
shines, Nellie, and see if Hoover doesn't claim the eredit
for his party and himself,"105

One evident effect of the depression on Jackson County
was to reduce the number of marriages. As Tompkins sald,
"It takes brave and loving hearts to go happily to the
alter during hard times,"106

1025gvertisement in the Journsl, July 16
1929, July 26, 1929 and August ©, ¥ rerens !

2 103za1tortal in the Jackson County Journa), August 22,
929,

104 April 14, 1929, September 26, 1929, and
waven 2604885, — ; &

1051p14,, October 9, 1930.
1061p14,, Oetober 28, 1930.
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Throughout the Hoover Administration Tompkins looked
to Franklin Roosevelt as the salvation of the United States.
"If Pranklin Roosevelt runs for president we are for him,
In fact, we are for him anyway."397 However, when Roosevelt
was elected and the congress began to enact his New Deal,
the Journal gave it very little coverage. The coverage that
the Roosevelt policles did recelve was often very sarcastic.
Tompkins commented editorially: "Having guaranteed bank
deposits the next thing 18 to guarantee money to deposit"108
and "Steel coming into the N. R. A, should strengthen 15,7109

During the depression the Journal editorials ranged
widely as more and more international comments were printed
by Editor Tompkins, Most of the observations he made were
written about evente that led to the Second World vWar. As
early as 1932 Tompkins noted that, "Some day, if Japan
keeps up her present tactics, she is going to step on the
wrong fellow's toe and then the reaction will mash her
nose all over her independent face."110 ihen Germany left
the League, Tompkins did not feel war was eminent, but that
Hilter was Just attempting to show hie might to Germeny, )}l
But as war became more and more likely, Tompkins sald, "ve

1071pid,., August 22, 1929.
1081p14,, June 15, 1933.
1091p1d., August 24, 1933.
1101p14d,, Maroh 2, 1932.
1111pid., October 12, 1933.
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are @ pacifist, We are opposed to war,."}}2 However the
dournal admitted that, "This paper dislikes Hitler and most
of his works."}13 Tompkine did not want the United States
to become involved and hoped that her location might keep
the United States cut. "The Atlantic Oceen 18 a great institue~
tion, We are strongly in favor of it, and wish 1t were seven
times as wide as it is,"11%

world vWar II, according to the Journal, wae "made by
Hitler for his own aggrandisement [8ic] end to bring nis
nation neerer %o his dream of world domination,"!13 germany,
in the candid opinion of Tompkins, had started the greatest
bettle of all times and upon that battle the destiny of
demooracy and liberty ,..““,116

As the war in Europe grew worse, Tompkins begen to
realigze that, "No man liveth unto himself alone."}17 Thus
he wae® not surprised when Roosevelt proclaimed a state of
emergency as the tide of the wer erept nearer the American
shore.118 mnen came Pearl Harbor and the headlines of the
dournal read: "V, 8, Is At War with the Nipponese, Huns

1121p14,, August 19, 1937.
113zp1g., August 31, 1939,
1141019, May 22, 19%0.
1152p14,, September 14, 1939.
lmm.! May 16, 1940,
7314, June 20, 1940,

1185p4g,, May 21, 1981,
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and waps Declare War on United States."}19 Tompkins believed,
"Prom the beginning the war was directed as much at us as
anybody L1120

In response to the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor,
Tompking wrote that all was not as it should have been at
Honolulu. He desired to know what was wrong and he felt all
Aimerica should be told. He asked if the bombing was due to
blundering or neglect., He pondered what happened to the
intelligence forees, the alreraft fliers, and the antle
airoraft guns,l@l

However, Tompkins felt the United States was entering
the war under good conditions for defense. The United
States had England and Latin America for friende., Moreover,
he was confident that the marine corps would write a new
and brilliant epie for America,l??

Just as in world war I, the Jowurnal was emphatic in
urging home support for the war effort. One very blunt
plece of advise was, "Keep your mouth shut, work hard,"123
For Tompkine bellieved thaet unconscious sabotage was committed
by Americans who were loalfing instead of working, spreading

1191p1d., December 11, 1941,

12014,

121M

1221p1d., December 11, 1941 and December 18, 1941,
1231p1d., August 6, 1942,
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false rumors, belittling Ameriocan Allies, and more interested
in themselves than the war., Dan Tompkins did not mind that
the war made some sacrifices necessary. lie seriously asked
his readers: "Isn't it fune-to walk instead of ride, to
stay home nights instead of golng oute=~to work the gearden
rather than golfe"l2h

In a speclal Serviceman Christmas Edition published on
Ootober 29, 1942, Tompkine offered encouragement Lo the
soldliers, He wrote that all the fury of Hell could not take
away the peace of Christmas., le urged that men not forget
that "Amid 1t all we have Peace. The peace that the Prince
came to give, That peace of heart and soul that comes only
to men and women of great falth, who are willing to sacrifice
for that faith,"125

With his strong feelings for peace, Tompkins had long
edmired Woodrow wWilson, whom he felt had always strived to
provide peace for the world. Tompkins believed that the
American people had "stoned” woodrow ¥ilson.}?® wilson in
Tompkins opinion had tried to lead the American people to the
promised land but only in 1942 were they able to see what
¥ilson had attempted to do for America, Tompkine expressed
hope that the second war had brought the United States to
the point where wWilson wanted to lead them at the close of

129Ibid,, September 17, 1942,
1251pid., October 29, 1942,
1261p1d., December 31, 19%2,
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¥orld Var I. If the United States were ready to accept her
role of responsibility, it would not be long before "every
man shall dwell under his own vine and figtree with none to
molest or make him afraid."}®7

In the last months that he published the Jagkson County
Journal Tompkins wae predieting that the "Day of Wrath"128
was approaching for Germany. It would not be long, he con-
eluded, before the Nazi would be praying for mountains to
hid them,1?9 oOne of the last editorials in Tompkine' Journal
speculated sadly: '"It were better for 2 man that a millstone
were tled about his neck and he cast into the depth of the
sea than he offend one of the little ones,' sald the Mastere-
think of all the little ones in Holland, Poland, Oreece, and
China,"130

Even though 1t was the last of many editorials 1ittle
difference can be found in comparing it with one of the earlier
editorisls, In Tompkins' many years of experience he made
few changes in his style of writing. The Journal's editorisl
column was far from the ordinary as ones reads today in the
large dailies., It undoubtly expressed what Tompkine belleved
and 1t was written in the shortest form possible in most
instances, Tompkins wrote directly to the point regerdless
of gonsequence, After reading only & few of the papers, one

1¥TInig.
1281p1d,., September 9, 1943.
9mad.
1501,
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would find that he knew much about Tompkins the man, the

politician, and the dreamer, Prom a careful review of his
column, the reader might desoribe Tompkine &s a man of vislon
in many cases but narrow in others, informed on meny topics

but completely off base on others. His views concerning
Jackson County were most progressive. The paper was Democratie
and stood for honest govermment., Tompkins' personality as
well 28 his bellefs were evident in the editorials., Tompkins
was intelligent, sarcasic, witty, serious, sympathetic, and
religious. His editorials and the paper in general gave
inadequate coverage to state, national, and international

news., This is understandable for the early years of publica-
tion when communication was slowj however in the latter years
lack of communications does not excuse the neglect inadequate
news coverage., Had Tompkinsg not been so involved and interested
in politics he could have given the resders a more informed
paper. Thue his political involvement damaged the paper

and eventually contributed to the fall of the Journal.



CRAPTER IV
MOUNTAIN POLITICIAN

The editorial column was not the only means by which
Dan Tompkins urged improvements and vital reforms. He
sought to accomplish his goals through sotive partieipation
in politics, for during most of his adult years he held some
public offlce. His longest tenure in one office, as mayor
of Sylva, was for twelve years.)

Mayor Tompkins led Sylve in meny progressive steps in
town improvement., One of the objectives uppermost in
Tompieings' mind was keeping Sylva clean. As editor he wurged
improvement in the appearance of Sylva through cleanlinese,
and 2@ mayor he sponsored cleaneup programe.”

Hie major accomplishments, however, were in the area
of street improvement, Tompkins' Journal promoted paved
strects for Sylvaj; as mayor he saw four miles of Sylva's
streete paved. Among the streets paved weres Jackson,
Mill, Allen, Spring, Balsam, Savannsh, Keener, Hampton, Rose,
Ridgevey, Sylven Heights, Brendle, end King.3 The Dillsboro
road ves also paved at the same time. Tompkins was also
influential in the construction of Seott's Creek

lgtatement by Niss Ssdie Luck, personal interview.

i'Record of Minutes, Town of Sylva, North Carolina,
1925, p. 45,

JRecord of Minutes, Town of Sylva, North Carolina,
1926, p. 50. 54
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Bridge.% While Tompkine was meyor, the eity council voted
to sell bonde amounting to $50,000 for a water and sewer
system in Sylva.? In 1929 he end the councll added street
lights to many of the streets extending out from Main and
M111 Streets.® Mayor Tompkine wes evidently geniunely
interested in Sylva. Certainly he was not hoping to prosper
on the fifteen dollar per month salary.!

Dan Tompkine not only served his town as mayor but as
Registrar of voters in 1937,8 Juage 1n 1935,% and Juage
of Elections in 1943.19 Tompkins helped to organize the
Sylva Chamber of Commerce and served as its first president.
He was president of the Chamber of Commerce several times
after ite organization,ll

Tompkins was not as successful in winning the opportunity
to serve in stateewide offlices. Defeated as many times as
he was viotorious, Tompkins served three terms in the House

¥statement by Mr. E. J. Nichleson, personal interview.

S0p, dat., March 23, 1926, insert between pages 52«53,

‘lnovd of Minutes, Town of Sylva, North Carolins,
1929, December 23, 1929.

Tstatement by Mr. E. J. Nichleson, personal interview,

8he0ord of Minutes, Town of Sylva, North Carolina,
1937.: 3he=t 78,

9Record of Minutes, Town of Sylva, North Carolina
1935, Sheet 56, Book Number 4, . "

10pecord of Mimutes, Town of Sylva, North Carolina,
1943, May, 1943,
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of Representatives,}? His first attempt was in the Democratic
Primary of 1920 as a candidate for representative. Dan
Tompking ran for representative as he felt a returned soldier
would receive recognition and could be useful to the country.l3
In the primary Tompkins was second man, but his opponent did
not recelve a plurelity. Rather than calling for a second
election, Tompkins withdrew saying that he was "too much of
an American and & democrat not to support Buchanan,"}®

In 1924 Tompkins raised his sights and sought election
to the state senate. He promised to work for 2 hard surface
road from Sylva to Cullowhee Institute which he felt would
help promote growth of the college.l5 He advertised himself
as a native of Jackson County, a former soldier, a well known
newspaper man, and a Dcmrat.m But once more he was defeated
in the primary, this time by less than a hundred votes.l7
Many of his friends urged him to contest the electlion, but
Tompkine would not do 80,18 Instead he responded in typilecal
fashioni

I made a good clean fight for the nomination upon
my record as & man as & citizen and as a soldier.

— —

12statement by Mr, Raymond Sutton, personal interview.

13gaitorial in the Jagkson County Journal, June 11, 1920,
Wipia,

15m1d., May 23, 1904,

161p1d,, May 30, 1924,

1Trp1g,, June 13, 1924,
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A good citizen end a good soldier knows how to meet

defect [8ic] as well as victory, I shall never

again be 2 candidate before the people of my county

for any offiee, I have always worked for the success

of my party, and the party and the people owe me

nothing as the tri of the prtmipl.“ in whioch

I believe 1s sufficlent reward for me,

Four years later, contradicting what he had previously
sald, Tompkins ran in the Democratic Primary for Judge of
Recorder's Court and won,?? However, in the general election
he was opposed and defeated by the Repudblican candldate, George
Sutton,“l MHis pesetion to & Republican beating him was:

"All of us live and learn., The next time we decide to run
for a public office, we shall take a vacation,"22

Friends of Dan Tompkins were interested in his ability
to work for Jackson County and were always insisting that he
enter a political campaign., So once more on April 28, 1932,
Tompkins announced his candidancy for the General Assembly.?3
In the snnouncement he saild: "Frankly, I sm not a seeker
of the honor, but if the Democracy of Jackson wishes me to do
80, I will serve at the head of the tioket to do the very
best of my nuuy.'” Hie platform was to reduce taxes, to

bulld Highway 106, and to advance Western Carolina Tescher's

191p1d., June 13, 1924,
"Ombid,, May 28, 1928,

211p1d., November 8, 1928,
?21p14,, April 19, 1928.
231p1d., April 28, 1932,
a&m
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College.”” Tompkins quoted the Bervard News which was

rather shocked at his announcement, commenting: "Time brings
changes in men and things, Two years ago Brother Tompkins
expressed a desire to know how in the eternal a newspaper
man could afford to run for office."”® Thnis time Tompkins
won, defeating Professor Robert Lee Madison of Vestern
Carolina Teacher's College by less than two hundred votes in
@ poll of over two thousand.?T Through the Journsl's
editorial page he thanked his friends for their votes and
professed to feel a keen sense of responsibility. Dan
Tompkine was elated over his vietory, for he knew that he had
defeated a man held in high esteem by the people of Jackson
County ,28

In the 1933 session of the North Carolina General
Apsembly Representative Dan Tompkine served on the committee
of Education, the Committee on Game, and the Joint Committee
on Printing.?? The bills introduced by Tompkins were all in
the interest of Jackson County. His first year he succeeded
in getting eight bille through the General Assembly, which
seems an excellant record for a man with no legislative

i,
261p1d., May 26, 1932,
2TIbid,, June 9, 1932,
"nn.
29House of mmmnuno of North Carolina, House

t+ Edward and ton
!’"‘"“m.m.m pp. 27, 28, and 30,
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experience, Among his successes in the General Assembly
of 1933 were: an sct authorizing the Board of Commlissioners
of Jackson County to assume certaln bonded indebtedness of
Dillsboro township;3Q an aet to amend Section of 1443
volume III of Consolidated Statutes relating to Jackson
County;>l an aet suthorlszing the legislature to fix the
fees of the Clerk of the Superior Court;32 an act requiring
the Regleter of Deeds tO prepare a tax list and provide
compensation; 33 an sot prohibiting the sale of fireworks;>*
an act to amend Chapter 252 Public Laws 1931 relating to
payment of eriminal costs before a Justice of the Peace in
Jackeon Countya35 an act to apply to incompetent or insane
persons if they nave §300 or less for a minor child or
insane person to pay same to offlce of Clerk of Superior
Court who will disburee without the appointment of a
;unrdlau;35 and & bill whioh authorized the Board of Commis~-
slonerse of Jackson County to retire thelr bonded indebtedness.3'

3Ogeneral Assembly of North Carolina Lgie;
g nority,

%Wgﬂ 2933, (Raleigh: Published w
s P -

31rpid., ». 80,
321bid,, p. 106,
331bid,, p. 165,
Mp1d., p. 358,
351b1d., p. 353.
¥bid., p. 517,
3Tipid., . 506,
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The bills which were not passed were: an act authorizing
the Board of Commissioners of Jackson County to hypothecate
certificates of tax sales by that county and to delay fore~
elosure pmo«ums” an act providing a special tax for
Jackson County;3? and an set to place Mrs. Emily J. Henson
on Pension Roll.*® The greatest dlsappointment for Repre~
sentative Tompkins was the defeat of a bill whieh was entitled
“"an act to require the state highway commission to take over
a certain road leading to Cullowhee Gap in Jackson County," 1

In 1939 Dan Tompkins was again in the House of Repre-
sentatives; this time he was not the elected representative
of the county but served as reading clerk for the House of
Representatives, He gained that position by his reputation
as a Democrat and through the influence of his good friend,
Dan Moore who was well known in the House of Representatives
and 1s now North Carolina's Governor.%2 As reading olerk
Tompkins supported & bill providing eight months of public
school and helped secure its passage. He worked for the
veterans of World vWar I by favoring the ensctment of a law
giving preference to veterans, their wives, and the disabled

3Bhouse of Representatives of North Carolina,
foucned Batg A1, )s 5. Teo, - o Broveen

Fig., . 789,

YOmid., p. 4T,

MIpids, p. 935.
42gtatement by Mre, Edith Hall, personal interview,
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in job placement, In the same session he offered an amend-
ment to exempt the Bible from taxation,*3 This passed.

Satisfled with his experience and accomplishments after
two yeare in the House of Hepresentatives and feeling that
Western North Carolina wae neglected by the rest of the
state, Dan Tompkine decided to offer himself as a candidate
for Lieutenant Qovernor in 1910.u He announced his candidaney
on March 2%, 1940, Tompkins' platform was based on his 1ife-
long political bellefs. The candidate stood for progress)
e¢lean, honest, economicel government; and independence from
big business backers.¥d

Tompkins worked diligently to win the Demoeratic Primary.
He campalgned on the streets of Sylva, visited the people
of Western North Carolina, and used the Journal as a means
of communication with the electorate., Editor Tompkins had
alwaye urged the people of Jackson County to vote, but never
had he made as strong & plea as during the months before
the Democratic Primary of 1940, Through the editorial eolumn
he urged citizens to vote in the primary. He advised: "Ve
mountain people cen't lose our prestiage [8ic ] vote," 6
Tompkins felt the only thing that could keep him from being
elected was @ light vote in the mounteins.'7 His campeign

43gaitorial in the Jagkson County Journal, Mareh 24, 1940,
Sigtatement by Mies Sadie Luck, personsl interview.

%Sgaitorial in the Jagkson County Journal, Maren 24, 1940,
%1p1a,, may 22, 1940,
Vimia,
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slogan became, "Let's make the mountains solld for a mountain
Democrat."* In the Jackson County primary Tompkins received
2356 votes; his closest opponent, Harris, recelved 119 votes 9
Desplite a strong showing by Tompkine in the mountains, Harris
won the state primary contest, Tompkine accepted defeat
gracefully, noting in the Journsl that Harris was & fine, capa=~
ble gentleman, His only complaint was that the vietor was not
a westerner.® In the general election Tompkins and the
dournal supported Harris, and, as usual, encouraged the voters
thusly: "You sre an American ecltisen, Therefore vote,

Vote a8 this paper would prefer you to vote, Af you can see it
that way; but no matter how you voteeevotel"d}

With his fallure in this political contest, Dan Tompkins
refused his friends the following year when they asked him
to run for state senator. He felt that he could aceomplish
more in the House of Representativesj>? therefore, he announced
his decision to run for representative, He was elected in
November, 1942,33

In the 1943 session of the General Assembly Representative
Dan Tompkine served on the appropriations committee, the
congressional districts committee, and the conservation and

“Brpig., My 14, 19%0,
”M.- May 30, 19%0,
501b1d., October 24, 1940,
Arpid,

521p1d,., Mareh 19, 1941,
531b1d,, November 12, 1942,
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development oonntteoc.s“ He presented a bill to promote
voeational education, but it wes defeated in the house,’3
Onoe more ne attempted to assist the veterans but was un-
successful in securing ensctment of a veterans' Job
preferance 1aw,5® He met defeat also in attempts to ald
dependent children>! and to establish loeal control over
the sale of 11quor.5a Two of his proposals were paseed by
the General Assesbly., House Bill 168 admitted Indians,
for the first time, to the state hospitals for the mentally
111 at Morganton,?? while House Bill 844 authorized @
pension of thirty dollars a month to retired teachers with
twenty years of teaching in North caroltnl.6°

Dan Tompkins never accomplished as much as he hoped
to in his political career, but he was satisfied with what
he was able to do., His fallures he often attributed to
his bellef that Western North Carolina was neglected by the
rest of the state.®1 Yet, he was considered by the voters

5“Houlo of Re tontattvon. North Carolina,
}iiéi Rll.l’hl E‘uure and Bro
rs, 19‘ Po
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5Ibid., P
56Ipid., . 105,
STIpid., p. 96.

®vid,, ». 238,
general Assenbly of North Carolina,

Charlotte: The Observer ulo
!EborporuE!on. !B\s)f p. 150, )

601p14,, p. 152,
6lstatement by Miss Sadie Luck, personal interview.
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of Jackson County to be a "statesman®” who was skilled in
government .62 Kven people who never voted for Dan Tompkins
sald their reason wae not Tompikins' qualifications but his
party affiliations.63

Dan Tompkiae vas a strong Democrat. He was a bellever
in state rights and the prineiples enunciated by Thomas
Jefferson, In fact, he referred to himself #8 a Jeffersonian
Democrat.5* He was such a strong bellever in what good, clean,
honest Democratic government could do for Jackson County and
Western North Carolina that he devoted too much time to
politics, He soon discovered that the Journsl did not prosper
by neglect.

62scatements by Mrs., Edith Hall and by Mr. Raymond
Sutton, personal interviews,

63statement by Mre. Wayne MoGuire, personal interview,
64gLatement by Mr. Raymond Sutton, personal interview,



CHAPTER V
THE FOLDING OF THE JOUANAL

The flrst ten years that Dan Tompkine was editor of the
dournal, 1t received his full attention for he believed
that the Journal would promote Jackson County., After World
war I Tompkins returned to Sylva with a determination to
make Jackson better. For how can one keep a former soldier
in poor rural conditions once he has seen ("gay Paree"i)?l
Falling to accomplish a® much as he had hoped through his
paper, Tompkins threw his hat into the political arena,

At Tirst his political obligations were not as time con-
suming as they later became, particularly after he entered
the North Carolina General Assembly.

While he served in the House of Representatives, the
dournal was managed by his Aunt Sedie Luck, assisted by
several men in the print shop.? The only change was the
absence of an editorial ecolumn, The second term he served
was during world war II, The war, too, contributed to the
fallure of the Jogurnal; it brought inereased prices on ink,
paper, and newspaper metal, and advertisements were fewer,’
By 1942, Tompkine for the first tise admitted difficult
times; "We are face to face,” he said, "with a2 real problem

g l1gditorial in the Jagkson County Journsl, August 18,
919.

“Statement by Miss Sadie Luck, personal interview,
30p. git., Pebruary 19, é b2,
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of survival for many papers.”® War not only affected
operating costs but led to the drafting of every able-bodied
man Tompkins could hire to run the presses.” lHis last
employee was drafted in April, and from April 8, 1943,
until August 19, 1943, the Journal was not published. In
the issue of August 19, Tompkine expressed hope that the
dJournal was again safe; he sald, "Here comes the Journal as
& certain man of thie county once said about his daughter
graduating from college, '"With her head up and her tall
over the dashboard.'"® But there were to be only three
more lssues of the Journale-two in September &nd one in
October. After October 14, 1943, the Journal was never
publiished again,

For fifteen years, or between 1928 snd 1943, there
had been two papers printed in Jackson County. The second
paper, the Ruralite Sylve , was published by Mr, and Mre.
Everett Brown, former employees of the Journal. The Browns
were personal friends of the Tompkins' family but could not
survive financlally as their employees since the Journal)
did not pay enough to support Dan Tompkins, much less his
employees. In the early 1940's, Mrs. Brown combined her
paper with a publisher in Waynesville and they published

the Sylve Hersld and Rursiite.” The Journs) never mentioned

“Ipid.

5Ibid., April 8, 1943,

61p1d,, August 19, 1943,

Tstatement by Mrs. Everett Brown, personal interview,
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its competitor until the union of the two papers, This
hurt Tompkine both personally and financially. The new paper
inspired a Tompkins editorial in which he wrote of his
families' fifty-nine years in Journalism, saying that the
Hersld was the name of the first Tompking' paper in the early
1880's.8 He wrote:

During those 50 years, we have tried to fight the

good fight, we have certainly not finished our

course and we have kept the faith with the people

we served, We intend to stay here, VWe axpect to

stay here., Wwe expect to continue to serve., Ve

do not intend to rooted of the roost.

If there is really room for 2 papers in

Jackson County, We welcome our neighbors. If

there is not we do not intend to give up the

fight.

In the final 1ssue of the Journal there was no hint
that there would not be another publisation, The first page
carried the typleal Journal front page news; there was the
regular loeal community news, a death notice, a political
report, a fire noted, along with war plotures,l® A new
continued story was included and was ended with the ocustomary
"to be continued."}l There after, however, the Jagkson
County Journsl was no more; the editorial pen of Dan Tompkine
was to write no more,

A political career, & war, and another paper had ended

a long hard struggle. Moreover, there were other contributing

Sop, st
9mbid.
10rp14,, Ootober 14, 1943,

Ubid,
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factors and those other causes were the financial difficulties
whieh had been consistently present throughout the thirtye-
one years Tompkins was editor, Editor Tompkins was not a
businessman; he was in faet a poor manager. He was not
purposely careless,l? but simply too generous and sympathetic
to his debtors. In time he could not pay his less sympathetic
ereditors,}3 If someone came into the Journal office and
took & subseription to the paper for a year, it would be sent
year after year without renewal.}* To promote subscriptions
to the Journal, Editor Tompkins conducted expensive promotion
contents and gave away many free gifts,

The first advercisement glmmick used by the Journal was
a Selesmenship Campaign whiech Tompkins started only two
months after he had purchased the paper. The purpose of
the campaign was to have readers of the Journal sell sub-
seriptions and printing Jjobs. To encourage participation,
Editor Tompkins developed a point system whereby any white
person who sold & years' subseription to the Journal for
one dollar would receive two hundred votes, Vhen someone
was nominated as the best salesman by a subscriber to the
dJournal he would recelve one thousend votes, A salesman
who sold a five dollar Job printing for the paper would
get two hundred-fifty votes. PFurthermore, each issue of

125tatement by Mise Sadle Luck, personal interview.

135tatements by Dr, Wayne MeGuire, Mr, Reg Seott, Mr.
and Mrs, David Brown, and Martin Cunningham, personal
interviews,

“sutmnt by Mr. Reg Soott, personal interview,
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the paper during the contest had coupons worth ten votes
that salesmen could have friends send in with thelr names
on them, Thus the salesman who received the highest
number of votes would regeive valuable prizes. In the
contest of 1912 the prizes were: §175 dlamond ring, §75 ring,
$50 broach, $25 stiock pin and a $15 stiek pin,15

A second salesmanship contest was held in 1923 with much
more valuable prizes, Pirst prize was a red sportsmodel
1923 Durant valued at $1,280.36 irs, Ids Moss of Cullowhee
won the car with 45,505,000 votes,l7 Most of which were not
earned by selling subseriptions but with the ten votes
esupons and bes’ salesman nominations.l® The Salesmanship
Campalign of 1923 brought Tompkins some subseriptions paid
in advance for twenty years,l9 Mrs, Moss guessed that some
subseriptions would still be good in 1966, Tompkins con=
sidered the contest so successful that he held another in
1925. In that partioular contest he offered two sutomobliles
and three trips to Atlantie city.” This contest also was

a8 modest sucoess,

b 15advertisement in the Jagkson County Jourpal, August 2,

W6gp1d,, July 27, 1923,

1Tpid,, September 21, 1923.

”aucmm by Wrs. Ida Mose, personal interview,
Vg,

Sass 205avertisement in the Jackson County Journal, May 22,
925.
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The fourth contest, however, was a financlal fallure,

Again 2 Chevrolet vas offered as first prize but the other
prizes were not as valuable, In the 1935 contest everyone
was @ winner as a ten persent commission was given,Zl

Tompkins acknowledged the first three campaigns as
successful in bringing in money on old debts, new subseriptions,
and more Jjob printing. The last campalgn wae a failure in
every way; few people participated and very little was
eollected, In fact, one of the salesmen made off with what
1ittle money had been collected.??

In addition to the salesmanship contest Editor Tompkins
used less expensive glmmicks to promote the sale of sube
seriptions. 1In 1913 the Journsl gave free garden seed to
any subscriber who asked for them.,23 Magazines were often
offered with @ year's subscription paid in advance.?™® At one
time & new subseriber was given a cholee of three magazines
from a list of thirty-four such as MoCall, Farm Life, and
Boy's lagezine.?9 Another time ten pounds of sugar was given
with subsoriptions,?® One of the best offers was Rogers'

“lpid,, July %, 1935.
?2gtatement by Miss Sadie Luck, personal interview,

g 23)avertisement in the Jackson County Journal, April 18,

24 November 6, 1914, December 14, 1933, May 16
192‘“. .M’ ‘. ]L935- ; v ' . d

25Ipid,, November 6, 191%,
261p1d,, January 8, 1932,
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Silverware. The pllverware was given sccording to the number
of years for whioh subscriptions were bought. For a new one
year subsoriber a gift of three place setting, a $6.50
value, wae given, The hope was that a man would become
addicted to reading the Journal sinoe the cost of a year's
subscription was only $1.50, For a three year subsoription
@ reader recelved a six plsce setting, & $13.50 value for his
$4,50 subseription,®T Other methodes were used to introduce
the people of Jackson County to the Journal. The Journal
was sent free to newly married couples for six months,28
To students away at school the Journal was available for
rirty cente,?? while it was sent to servicemen free.30 1o
encourage subseribers who owed money to the Journal to pay
thelr debts, Editor Tompkine offered a forty-two plece
dinner set free to anyone who would pay as much as ten
dollars,31

Other efforts suggest the plight of a newspaperman at
the merey of his publie. Onece during the depression, Tompkins
resorted to the following strategy. He generously proposed:

In order to get our entire list of subseriptions

pald in advance and also because we need the money

the Journal 16 making & most remarkable offer to
our old subseribers., Send us the price of one year's

2TIbid,, December &, 1930,
281p14,, Mmaroh 6, 1930,
29Ibid., September 20, 1930.
O1bid,, May 4, 1942,
1pid,, Januery 15, 1915.
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subseription before Mareh 1, 1931, and your sube-

matter how masn 7ou oe RIS | L o
This polliey of erasing old debte to aoquire pald in advance
subseriptions was tried several times, but 1t proved to be
more of a sacrifice than a finanelal benefit,33

Along with a multitude of unpaild subsoriptions the
dournal was also vexed with other problems. In 1927 there
was & fire in the Journal office plant whioch caused over three
hundred dollars damage.3* In attempting to improve the
print office Tompkine purchased new eqQuipment which be
boasted was the best in Western North Carolina.33 It 1s
doubtful that the Journal eould afford the new presses and
this expenditure undoubtedly placed a heavy finanelal burden
on ronpkina.35

All of the sales promotions were expensive and beyond
the financlal means of the Journal, indicating that Tompkins'
fallure to understand the business end of publishing a paper.
This lack of financiesl skill was undoubtly a cause of the
paper's folding. Also, as was discussed earlier, Tompkins
did not do any manual labor, It is probable that, had he
assuned the role of printer's devil along with that of editor,

32Ib1d., Pebruary 1, 1931.

331b1d,, Pebruary 14, 1932 end February 16, 1934,
31pia,, Jenuary 27, 1927.

35p1d., Aprid 27, 1939.

36gtatement by Dr, Wayne MeGuire, personal interview,
and also by Mr. Reg Seott,
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the paper could have survived both its competition and the

war, It had survived, despite weak finances for thirty-one

years prior to 1943,



CHAPTER VI
THE MISSION OF A NEWSPAPER

Throughout his thirty-one years of triumphs and lallures
in the publishing fleld Dan Tompkins had strong feelings cone
cerning the miesion of & newspaper and its editor., Never did
he consider the newspaper business to be & money-making
venture.! His own experience 18 indeed the most probable
basis for that bellef. For the most part Editor Tompkins
fulfilled hils bellef in the mission of & newspaper which was:

To keep the po:zlc informed) provoke thlnkin{j

help educate children; du:ln information in good

lknglishy fight for right; lead for progress; keep

on a high level; inspiration to people; partake

of thelr hopes) thelr asplrations; their triumphs,

thelr sorrows and disappointment. It records

thelr birth, rejolces thelr happiness, tells

of their marriages, chronicles _their deaths, and

drops & tear upon thelir gun.a

It will be necessory to analyze each phrase to determine
the success of Hditor Tompkins in sccomplishing his mission,
In keeping the people informed, he did succeed in local news
goverage. Each week the paper carried a local news column which
told who visited whom, who was sieck, and in general what the
local people were doing. Also, in many issues there were
columns from Qualla, Cullowhee, Savannah, Beta, and other

communities near Sylva which presented the same type of local

* lgaivorial in the Jagkson County Journal, August 23,
1943.

2Ibid.
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gossip, One reader sald that the Journal cerried local news
that interested the people and not things about which the
readers did not know or eare to read.J There was some
natlional news coverage most of which came from dally papers,
exchanges, and dllpltohol.~ The national news for the most
pert covered the two world wars that occurred during the
dournal's publication, The war news was mostly condensed
in paragraph form from large dally mcn.-" After World var I
and the armistice, the front page of the Journal carried
stories of the reaction of the men under arms, of the rejoleing
of the Americen people, and of Jackson County's celebration
over the ending of the war.® That was the way in which Tompkins
handled most national news-~from the point of view of ite
effect on Jackson County.

To provoke thinking was another mission of the Journal.
"If a newspeper can stimulate its readers to think, 1t 18 a
success. If 1t cannot it 1s a failure in service and that
18 the only Justification a paper has for existence."! To
measure his success in this mission would be impossible,

one can only make assumptions. It is known that the Journal

J8tatement by Mrs. Edith Law, personal interview.

*?_._ Feb 28, 1913, April &, 1913, April 11
1913, hugust 1%, 1914, September 18, 1914, Pebruary 19, 1915,

61pid., November 15, 1918,

TIbid., Pebruary 14, 1930,
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was the most widely read paper in Jackson County with the
largest circulation of any paper published in Jackson or
adjJoining counties., In 1926 its eireulation was approximately
10,000 readers.®

A® 2 third mission Editor Tompkine listed the education
of ehildren, To secomplish this he urged longer school
terms,? legislative setion to support bills for education
of the children of poorer counties,l0 a Parm Life School
for Jackson County,ll and parental enforcement of the come
pulsory school laws.}? In almost every issue there were
serial stories which would interest the inexperienced reader,
these stories were light and easy to read, covering almost
every topie from romance to the sunernatural. Tompkins was
an outspoken supporter of Western Carolina Teacher's College.
Some feel that he 18 responsible for the school's remalning
in Cullowhee rather than being moved to Asheville,3 iiss
Addlie Beam, Registar of Western Carolina for years, feels
that Tompkins helped to instigate the legislature's passing
of revenue bills to provide money for the bullding of Hoey
Audivorium, Madison Dormitory, the infirmary, and the Student

81n1d,, Octoder 27, 1926.
9Ibid., October 25, 1916.
101pid., January 10, 1913,
111pid,., March 14, 1928,
121p1d,, July 18, 1913.

13statements by Mrs, Wilms Jones and E, J. Nickleson,
personal interviews,
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Union on the Western Carolina campus. Miss Beam feels that
the college administration should name a building on the
campus in his honor, not only for his influence in the
legislature, but because she also feels that he put the
college on the map.l* Western Carolina Teacher's College
considered the Journal 8 a "genuine educational institution,"13

The despensing of information in good English was
another important mission of the newspaper. The Editor of
the Journsl was a self-educated man, one who was widely
read and thoroughly well informed., His style of editorial
writing would be unacceptable in the newspapers of 1966,
During the perliod in which he wrote, however, Tompkins' style
was sceepted and indeed considered superior.l® The Prankiin
Press said, "western North Carolina could hardly get along
without the Journal, the most widely quoted paper in this
section of the state.,"}7 Other editors and papers often
attempted to copy his style. Tompkine was quoted often.
Onee & Scotsman, John R, Robd of Glasgow, wrote asking
permission to use excerpt from the Journal editorials;l®
and, after the paper stepped publication, Dan Tompkins wae

l45tatement by Miss Addie Beam, personal interview,

— 15tetter in the Jagkson County Journal, Merch 24,

ol 16gattorial in the Jagkson County Journal, April 12,

r'm February 2, 1927.
181p1g,, Jenuary 9, 1930,
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8t11l in demand @s a writer for other papers.l? In writing
for the Journal Tompkins made mistakes in punctuation and
spelling, many of which, this suthor feels, were errors
made by the printer.

Fighting for right was a major mission of the Journal.
This Tompkins did with all the fervor of his heart and pen,
The Journal always printed what Tompkins belleved was right
regardless of the consequences, Lditor Tompkins felt 1little
eoncern for those whom he had to oppose. VWhen Tompkins
was advocating & new hotel for Sylva, there was an old
inadequate hotel there. When he had succeeded in convineing
one reader that a hotel was needed, that reader came to
Sylva to talk with the mayor who was at that time Dan
Tompkins. By a strange coincidence the stranger stopped the
owner of the old hotel and asked how he could find the
mayor. The hotel owner said, "Sigh, Sigh, Sylva ain't got
a damned mayor."20 After that, whenever Tompkine was faced
with a difficult problem he could not easily solve he sald,
"Sigh, Sigh, we ain't got & demned Mayor."2l fThere was not
much that stood in Tompkins way. One of his best friends
wrote, "He never posessed [Big] an abundance of worldly
goods, still, he stood tall, while of small statue, he was
not one to compromise what he himself believed was right,

or any act which ocould not be recalled,"??

19statement by Miss Sadie Luck, personal interview.
20gtatement by Leon Sutton, personal interview,
211pid.

22Correspondence of Mr, Raymond Sutton,
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Etimulating progress 1s & major mission of a paper
that is of service to 1ts readers.?3 The Journa] stimulated
and gloried in progress. In no other mission did the Journal
sccomplish as much as it did in the role of a volee for
progress. Tompkins' successes in this area can best be
1llustrated by listing progressive changes in which he played
an important role. His editorials, side-walk discussions,
and actions on the olty couneil led to the paving of four
miles of Sylva's streets. Trips at his own expensive,
editorials, speeches, and work in the state legislature
eventually lead to the paving of county highway 106, later
state highway 107 from Sylva through Cullowhee to the South
Carolina line, Thus, in addition to fighting to keep the
school at 1ts present location, he had placed Western
Carolina Teacher's College on a paved road. Today, Western
North Carolina boasts of its National Park, tourist attractions,
and many motor-hotel accommodations. Dan Tompkine was one of
the first promoters of the park and urged the farmers to
sell forested land to the government after the park was
assured, Also, quite early in his Journalistic career he
sgitated for a drive to bulld more and better tourist
agcommodations, Editor Tompkins did promote progress
through the columns of the Journal.

Satisfying all the people, all the time, Dan Tompkins
found to be impossible despite his attempt to keep the paper

23pattorial in the Jagkson County Journal, June 20, 1919.
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on a high level, He often met with foes, but they never
Seemed to bother him, He would admit that, "It does one
good for a friend to come in and put his hand on pour
shoulder in a friendly sort of way and say he likes you and
your paper. It makes tears start in your eyes and glves you
a8 Queer feeling up the middle of your spine."2¥ Despite
opposition Dan Tompkins did strive always to print a paper
that was good for Jackson County. His objective was to serve
Jackson County people. Tompkins' paper was the tool of
no faection, It was listed in the Directory of Newspapers
as an Independent Democrat; however, although the paper
elaimed that 1t never came out in favor of a political party,
it always supported the Democrats and spoke out against the
Republicans., Professor Robert lee Madison of Western
Carolina Teacher's College called the Journal one of the
best weekly newspapers in America.23 He also said,

The Journal is worth more than a $1.00 a yesr
each; why, your editorials--many of them--are
10 16 one of the necessities of my 117es X
e B I T
assistant printer's devil.
The material in the paper, though it always revealed the
biases of Editor Tompkins, was written on a high level

that was readable for all ages.

241b14., August 8, 1913
26Ibia.
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Tompkins hoped to inspire the people of Jackson County.
One of his efforts in this mission was to instill in the minds
of the readers the importance of & county falr. Tompkins
believed the falr to be akin to the school, press, and pulpit
because of 1ts educational value. "A fair was established
in Jackson County," he said, "to stimulate endeavors to
improve the stock raised, agriculture methods, and show the
world what Jackson can @0...."27 This 18 only one example.
The Journal was also successful in inspiring the people to
move for progress in other areas,

To partake of the hopes, aspirations, triumphs, sorrows,
and disappointments of his readers was another Tompkins
mission that was fulfilled. In the last goal named his
eolorful, descriptive, characteristic style was most freely
used, Often in eulogizing to the dead, Tompkins would werite
more than a column, The following obituary appeared in the
Journal on June 27, 1924, in memory of Dr. Albert Brown,
founder of Sylva Colleglate Institute:

Our worthy friend and brother Dr. A, E, Brown
ie gonej; he has ‘crossed the bar.,' He has gone to
vonderer sver POVUPRBLere

It 18 for you and me to give lone, encourage=

went and help and that 18 the message that our
departed brother 18 hurling back to you and me
Codayeeee

Soft and Safe may be his sleep in his last
eartaly bed, bright and glorious be his rising
from 1t., May the first rays of morning sun
ever kiss his grave with the ry of the dawn
and may its last rays fede softly upon his tomb to

TIbid., September 11, 1914,



bless his memory with ite gentle benediction,

Though the cold hand of death has cut him
down and destro, the beauty of his existence
and the Joy of his companionship, yet we know
on the resurrection morn, in the sppingtime of
eternity, He who 'marks :h- sparrow's fallt
lhl:]. kise his being into life and loveliness
again,

unuhma. my friend, sleep until them,

farewell,

With this brief analysis of eaeh [hres» of his editorial
“The ission of a Newspaper," one csn see that Editor
Tompking largely accomplished his objectives. In addition
to his own estimate that the Journal had served Jackson
County, Tompkins' readers also believed the paper to be an
assetl Lo the county,

Surrounding area editors felt that Dan Tompkins achieved
the Journal's misslon, The editor of the Franklin Press
sald of his writing style, "Dan Tompkins, of the Jackson
County Journal, Sylva, is conceded to be one of the best
paragraphers on any weekly newspaper in the state.'"29 The
Asheville Enterpripe believed Tompkins to be efficent, Om
Friday, November 5, 1926 the Enterprise reported, "'A smart
plece of work by one of the best tipetop weekly newspapers in
North Carolina was the issuance of the Jackson County Journal
at daylight vednesday with complete returns Crom all precinects
and a summary of national news., The Journal 18 a oredit to
Sylva and the county.'"3° The Hendersonville Iimes slso

281p1d,, June 27, 1924,
291pid., April 12, 1928,
301pid., November 10, 1926,
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eonceded the Journal to be an asset to Jackson, Once when |
Tompkine was 111 the Iimes noted, "'We hope our brother soon
recovers because Sylva and Jackson County suffer every day
he 18 in bed.'"31 At about the same time the editor of the
Pranklin Press wrote that Western North Carolina could not do
without the Journal.3? when Tompkins announced his candidaney
for Lieutenant Governor the dgstern Carolina ZTribune
Hendersonville expressed sorrow that he would be neglecting
writing, which the Iribune belleved him to do so well, for
polities, Nevertheless, the Iribune willingly supported him
in his political aspirations. The Iribune printed,

Friend Dan 18 too good a writer to be neglecting

his newspaper Lo at things political in

nature, but that is aside the question., He

says he is going to be lieutanent governor

of North Carolina, that he will ro the

mountaing with such a balt that the other three

candidates in the Pledmont will think a tornado

has swept them off thelr feet, Tompkins has

nsd onough experience as legislator and reading

clerk in the legislative hallz to enable him to

preside over the senate with much grace and

dignity.sss Dan may your mountain vote he

heard roui!! in big rous tones down the sea

on R‘hi&h.

In 1928 Dan Tompkins made the key note speech at Greensboro
for the North Carolina Press Association. He spoke on North
Carolina's indedbtedness to newspapers which had furthered
better education, brought new industry to North Carolina, and

had kept demogogues out of office. The Greensboro Dally News

——

311pid., Pebruary 2, 1927.
32Ipid,
331pid., April 19, 1940,



8%
commented glowing terme, "'Editor Tompkins spoke in swift phrese
and graceful metaphor the editor's copy flowed like a strong
eurrent into the consclousness of his listeners,'"3% The
Zransylvanis Times of Brevard sald of the Journal, it was &
"Meat, CGlean, Newsy, Legible, Nonestrain on the eyes, and a
1ot of other thingee-just nice,'"35

Editors of near<by papers were not the only ones who
recognized the significance of the Journal. On the Silver
Anniversary of the Journal President Franklin Roosevelt wrote
to a proud Dan Tompkins:

My dear Mr, Tompkins,

It gives me great pleasure to Join your other
rrthun in extending hearty o:amtmnol: to you

upon the completion of twenty-five years as editor

of the Jackson County Journal, I trust that you

may long be spared in health and strength to maine

tain through your paper the highest traditions of
Anevican Journalism.

Very sincerely yours,
Franklin D, Muvou“

AL the same time Western Carolina Teacher's College
gongratulated Tompkins on his twenty~-f'ive years of service
to Jackson County. The oollege characterized Editor Den
Tompking' gareer 22 "2 quarter century of versatile and
courageous Journalism,"37 and also described him as a
“brilliant editor,"38

O —

3%1p1d., July 26, 1928,
35Ibid., March 28, 1940,
361b1a,, Mareh 2%, 1938,
Spag,
B,
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In addition to these significant tributes, the readers

of the Journal were delighted and apprecilative to have the
dggurnal in their homes and to know Den Tompkins. "Everybody
liked to read the Journal,"3? for in the paper Tompkins
wrote about the local people and attempted "to make them feel
g00d."%0 The Journal slways gave abundant coverage to local
gossip which the mountain people loved to read. One devoted
reader commented: “"We thought it was funny, we liked to
guese who it was when he didn't tell."} "For the sres that
1t served the Journal had e very good subscription list,"2
The paper was widely trusted because the readers bellieved
that what appeared on its pages was sorrect *3 Tompkins'
paper was read with confidence and proved to be mn\untul.“
Faith in the local paper brought many advertisements for the
merchants knew the paper was read and would sell their
products, Many merchants used the Journal's advertisement
pages successfully.'® On one occasion the paper printed
the story about a farmer killing 2 bear., A reader in Atlanta,
Georgia, read the story and wrote the Journal offering to

39statement by Glenn lughes, personal interview,

$lgtatement by Mrs. Edith Lew, personal interview,

$25catement by Miss Sedie Lok, personal interview,

43gtatement by Mrs, Bdith lall, personal interview,

bigtatements by David Brown, Mrs, Carlula , Mrs,
Edith Hall, Leon Sutton, Mrs. Everett Brown, and « Mary
Loulse Buchanan, personal interviews,

45gtatement by Mrs. Edith Hall, personal interview.
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buy the bear, Tompkins wrote, "Buyer and seller were brought
togtener [gic]. A service done for which the Journal received
nothing, wanted nothing, and expected mtun;.'“

It is evident that the readers considered the Journal an
important institution in Jaokson County; however, the readers
of the paper esteemed Dan Tompking fer above the paper. He
was deemed "a valuable asset to Jackson County and even
Western North Caroline."*T One reader of the Journal said,
"He was everything a man needs to be for the good of his
eounty,"*8 Dan Tompkine never possessed many material goods.
His friends attribute his financisl problems to his coneern
for Jaokson County., It was this geniune desire to promote
Jackson County that wae his most valuable asset at eleetion
time., Many voted for Tompkins when they felt someone else was
better qualified; however, the voters knew that Tompkins
would walk for Jeackson County and not for his own personal
gain, 9

Because of his accomplishments in journalism and politics
and his own financial difficulties one old gentleman who knew
him personally said of Dan Tompkins and others like him,
"People worth more haven't had too much finasneisl success,."?

%6ga1torial in the Jagkson County Journal, June 22, 1927,
AT7statement by Wayne MeGuire, personal interview,

48statement by John Morris, personal interview,

49statements by Mrs. Carlula Bryson, wWayne MeGuire, and
John Morris.

50statement by Wayne MeOuire, personal interview,
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Dan Tompkins was popular not only in Sylva but in all of North
Carolina. When "the cold hand of death" strugk him, "important
people from far and wide attended his funeral,"5}

As long as readers of the Journal or acquaintances of
Tompkine remain, there will be lingering memories of the
"influential 1ittle devil" who promoted progressive changes
for Western North Carclina, Unfortunately, there will soon
be few to remember Dan Tompkins, Mountain Editor and Politican;
however, not one native or one tourist in Southwestern North
Carolina would see Jackson County and the mountain country
a8 1t 1is today, if Dan Tompkins had not passed through.

| —— ——

S1statement by H, E, Battle, Sr., personal interview.
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