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The Asian Water Monitor (Varanus salvator) is a large 
lizard distributed widely throughout Southeast Asia 

(Das 2015). It is a strong semiaquatic swimmer that inhabit 
wetlands, mangrove swamps, and human-altered habitats 
(Gillespie et al. 2005). Asian Water Monitors, like other 
species of monitors (Rahman et al. 2015) are highly oppor-
tunistic feeders that often exploit any available food source. 
Unfortunately, due to their relatively large size and habitu-
ation to people, monitors like V. salvator often are casualties 
of accidental road mortality (e.g., Jackson and Lemm 2009; 
Karunarathna et al. 2013). In some areas of Asia, the fre-
quency and density of road mortalities of monitor lizards can 

be quite high (Parasharya and Tere 2007). Herein we present 
such a case from Sabah, Malaysia.
 On 17 September 2016 at approximately 2120 h, we 
found a juvenile V. salvator dead by the side of the road (Fig. 
1) half-way down Jalan Pejabat Pos Besar in Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah. The road itself is approximately 180 m in length and 
the lizard was on the northwest-bound side of the road toward 
the intersection with Jalan Tun Fuad Stephen. The individual 
had a snout-vent length of approximately 25 cm and a total 
length of approximately 60 cm. We estimated that the lizard 
could have only been dead for one to two hours before its 
discovery. On closer examination, we saw no obvious external 

Fig. 1. Dorsal (left) and ventral views of a road-killed Asian Water Monitor (Varanus salvator) found in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia. The dorsal view 
illustrates the position of the lizard when discovered.
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damage and we were unable to determine the severity of any 
internal injuries. The body was removed from the road and 
deposited in a nearby hedge.
 Roads fragment habitats and force animals to cross them 
in order to find food or a mate, and road mortality is a leading 
cause of decline for some reptilian species, particularly those 
that live in close proximity to human habitation (Todd et al. 
2010). Previous research conducted in India (Kumara et al. 
2000) suggested a positive relationship between the rainy season 
and the frequency of road-killed reptiles. However, elsewhere 
in India, Sunder (2004) and Bhupathy et al. (2011) found that 
more reptiles were killed in the dry season. The discrepancies 
between the various studies are likely due to differences in local 
habitats and reptilian assemblages. More data are needed to 
evaluate the effects of road mortality of reptiles in Malaysia.
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