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The Indian Rock Python, Python molurus	(Linnaeus	1758),	
is	a	large	non-venomous	snake	found	in	much	of	tropical	

and subtropical southern and southeastern Asia. The species is 
widely	distributed	on	the	Indian	Subcontinent	(Smith	1943;	
Das	2002;	Whitaker and Captain	2004,	2008)	and	has	been	
categorized	as	Schedule-I	in	the	Indian	Wildlife	Protection	
Act	of	1972,	is	listed	in	CITES	Appendix	I	(CITES	2016),	
but	has	not	been	assessed	for	the	IUCN	Red	List	since	the	
recent elevation of P. bivittatus	(Jacobs	et	al.	2009),	which	
had been considered a subspecies of P. molurus.
	 During	faunal	studies	from	June	2014	to	December	2015	
in the Srikakulam District, Andhra Pradesh, we encountered 
several	dead	individuals	killed	by	local	villagers.	One	of	the	
snakes	(Fig.	1)	found	on	9	September	2015	near	Laxmipuram	
village	(18°32.112'N,	84°11.481'E),	Kotabommali	Mandal,	
Tekkali Range, Srikakulam District, Andhra Pradesh, along 
the	eastern	Indian	coast	(Fig.	2)	was	unusually	colored.	This	
evidently	 leucistic	 snake	was	about	1.5	m	 in	 total	 length	
and	milky-white	except	for	gold	and	gray	diamond-shaped	
markings on the dorsum. This was in sharp contrast with the 
prevalent color pattern of the species, which is whitish or yel-
lowish with blotches ranging from tan to dark brown, often 
varying	with	terrain	and	habitat.	Whitaker	(1987)	indicated	
that	snakes	from	the	upland	forests	of	the	Western	Ghats	and	
Assam are darker, whereas those from the Deccan Plateau and 
the eastern coast are usually lighter.
 Leucism, a reduction in multiple types of pigments, is 
a condition expressed as a partial loss of pigmentation in an 
animal resulting in white, pale, or patchy coloration of the 
skin,	hair,	feathers,	scales,	or	cuticle,	but	not	the	eyes	(e.g.,	
Lillywhite	2008).	Leucism	often	is	confused	or	equated	with	
albinism	(total	lack	of	all	pigments)	or	amelanism	(lack	of	
melanin	but	presence	of	other	pigments). Leucistic, amela-
nistic,	and	albino	individuals	are	rare	in	nature	(e.g.,	Dobosz 
et	al.	2008),	presumably	due	to	reductions	in	fitness	largely	
attributable	 to	 deficient	 crypsis,	 although	 captive-bred	

animals	are	abundant	(e.g.,	a	Google© search for “albino 
pythons”	generated	over	400,000	results).
 The destruction of such an unusual snake was regretta-
ble, but sadly reflects the attitudes of many Indians. Guptha	
(2013)	advocated	the	conservation	of	Indian	Rock	Pythons,	
noting an urgent need to conserve the species and create an 
awareness among local people about pythons and other wild-
life in and around the Seshachalam Forest of Andhra Pradesh.
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Fig. 1. Leucistic	Indian	Rock	Python	(Python molurus) killed by local villagers at Laxmipuram, Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh, India. Photographs by the 
senior author.



101

NARAYANA ET AL. 	 IRCF	REPTILES	&	AMPHIBIANS		•		23(2):99–101		•		AUG	2016

Fig. 2. Google	Earth©	maps	showing	the	location	where	the	leucistic	Indian	Rock	Python	(Python molurus) was found in Laxmipuram, Srikakulam, India.


